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CHAPITER ONE

In order to fulfill the requirements of hite. man has invented millions of
things. Some ot these. apparently very ordinary. yet serve many uscful
purposes. But no matter how petty or magnificent the mvention. 1ts use 1s
dectded beforchand. Take the example of a pen. Although an ordinary lit-
tle thing. vet the service it has done to mankind and 1s still doing. is colos-
sal. It's usctulness and importance arc bevond imagmnation. Certainly. be-
fore inventing at. man had alrcady determined its use. The same rule ap-
plies te paper. In short. nothing. be 1t a pen or an acroplanc, is manufac-
tured until 1ts purpose s decided. 1t is a fact and a part of our dailv rou-
tine that. we discard things which do not function properlv. or do not serve
the purpose. for which these were originally designed. These end up cither
in the trash bin or incinerator. Keeping this undeniable fact in mind. let us
ponder over this vast universe. Our carth with 1its manifold treasures. 1s
for us to cxplore. The mountains with sky high peaks stand gracefully on
the face of this carth; fields and meadows stretch as far as the cve can sce.
There are lush green vallevs, cascades. springs. and flowing rivers. Our
carth 1s encircled by the magnificent rolling oceans. There arc deep green
forests and woods mhabited by varieties of specics of animals and birds.
The hot sun shining above our heads never fails to follow its course. The
evaporation and condensation of water are Continuous processes. SO are
ramnfall and cultivation of various crops and vegetables on land. The fact
ts that this entire stage has been adorned for the human bemmg who has the
central role in the entire set up. The question 1s whether all this has been
made ammlessly or evervthing 1s part of a plan”? If man. docs not consider
amy of his own nventions as uscless. let 1t be a needle. how can he then
commit the biunder of coxmdmnw the entire universe as bemg aimlessly
created’ | - 3
Now lct us tryv to analvsce why this universe was created”! If once relies
upon his intelicet alone. to solve this mvstery. he will consume his
whole hfe. without coming to anv concrete conclusion. Such attempts
have alwavs proved to be futile. But if individuals do arrive at a certain
conclusion. each on thetr own., 1t 1s inconcervable that they would agree on
the same stand. thus leading to contlicts and rifts. Therefore, the casiest
solution to this problem 1s to directis ask the Creator of this universc. [t 1s
needless to get mto the discussion about the Creator. because only a Mo-
ron can deny the existence of a Creator. When a tiny needle cannot come
mto existence on 1ts own, how can a super svstem of hife which is running
smoothly smce times immemonal, exist without a Creator. It is oniv
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common sense to believe that there 1s a Creator, so why not ask Him
about it”

he most important question now ‘is how to communicate with Him.

Fortunately, this 1s not a big problem for man. The reason bemg that
ALLAH has not only created man, but has also arranged for his guid-
ance, that he may learn how to live in this world. All other hving things
have inborn mnstincts that guide them to survive through life. But before
making arrangements for man's guidance, ALLAH took an oath from
man as is clear m the following verse: “And if there comes to vou, Guid-
ance from ML, whosoever follows My guidance, on them shall be no fear,
nor shall they grieve.” (2:38).
A\ A cn of exalted characters from amongst different nations, through
LV A different ages, were selected by ALLAH to act as a link between
the Creator and His creation, 1.e. man. Their duty was to convey the mes-
sage of ALLAH to humanity. The last of these Prophets. was entrusted
with a manual of mnstructions, to serve as a guding force till the end of
tuime. ALLAH has therefore undertaken the rcsponsihility to protect the
contents of this Book from ali forms of corruption, and 1t still exists in its
pristine oniginality. People who believed m the Last Prophet (SAW), 1
his Companions, willingly sought his (SAW) guidance for the solution of
their queries, but even his (SAW) worst enemies did not besitate to admit
his {SAW) truthfulness and honesty. When he (SAW) never lied about his
fellow men, how could he mislead anvone about the Creator”? Therefore let
us consult, what has been rightfully revealed unto the Last Prophet
(SAW), to solve the mystery: why this umverse was created”? The Holy -
Quran [name of the Book revealed to the Holv Prophet (SAW)]. says:
“Not without purpose, did We create Heaven and earth and all that is be-
tween them.” (38:27).
So we do know that it 1s not aimmless, is it ther only for enjoyment and

fun that ALLAH undertook this creation” This doubt is also clarified
by: “We created not the heavens, the earth and all between them merely in
(idle) sport.” (44:38). The purpose of the creation of this entire universe is
explamned by ALLAH m two stages: firstly the function of everything be-
sides man, and secondly the reason for creating man. The Holy Quran
states: it 18 He Who has created for you all things that are on earth.”
(2:29).
It is furthermore specified: “And He has subjccted to you, as from Him.

all that 1s i the heavens and on earth.™ (45:13). It is therefore clear that

earth with all its treasures and resources has been designed to serve man-
kind. It 1s difficult to comprehend how man can subject the sun, the heav-
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enly bodies, blowing winds, to his command. This mystery can be solved
when our mind 1s clear about the concept of ‘subjection’. Some of the re-
sources avatlable to us in nature, can be directly controlled and exploited
by us, whereas others are confined to a certain framework of action, pro-
grammed to serve man. None of us can thank ALLAH enough for His
graciousness. The Holy Quran states: “Do you not see that ALLAH has
subjected all things in the” heavens and on earth to your use and has made
His bounties flow to you in exceeding measure both seen and unseen.”
(31:20). |

‘he second aspect of creation deals Wlth man himself, he has been

showered with favours by the Creator. Not only is he gifted with
knowledge and cognition but also with power to express himself He is
granted with an inborn instinct to exploit the resources available to him.
The questmn now arises: why was man created? Let us just ponder over
this verse: “Did you then think that We had created you in jest and that
you would not be brought back to Us?” This suggests that man has been
entrusted with certain assignments which he must complete and return o
his Creator for accountability. Another verse defines the real motive
man's creation. It states: “7 have only created jinns and humans, that they
may worship Me.” (51:56). The word ‘worship” maybe wrongly inter-
preted as certam mamfested acts of worship only such as prayers or
fasting. It is humanly impossibie to constantiv perform such exercise;
there 1s certainly more depth in the meaning of the word. The following
verse adds another dimension to its meaning: “Did 7 not enjoin on you, O
children of Adam, that you should not worship Satan; for that he is to vou
an open enemy? And that you should worship Me, for that is the straight
way.” (36:60-61). Compare these two verses and it becomes clear that
"worship” does not denote certain physically performed acts only, because
otherwise, 1t would suggest fasting for or praving to Satan. which no one
has ever done. The verse: ‘Do not worship Satan’ actually means. “Do not
bisten to him, and so not be misled by him.” Worshipping in reaky stands
for "doing as told”. A famous Arabic dictionary ‘Lisan al-Arab’ compiled
by Raghib Isfahani, defines the meaning of “worship™ as ‘obedience’. A
renowned scholar of Islam, Imam Razi has explained the verse ‘Do not
worship Satan’, as ‘Do not obey his order’. It is therefore conciuded that
‘'worship’ is not only the performance of rituals but is actually one’s total
subjection to the commandments. ALLAH has created us, so that we may
obey His orders, during every single moment, and in all the diversified as-
pects of our lives.
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Lc::t us first analvse the cconomic aspect of our lives The Holv Quran
savs: “We have provided therem means of subsistence for vou. i s
our job 1o explore and explot these resources and cam 2 Inclihood. An-
other verse states: “And when the salah s fintshed. then may vou disperse
thesugh the land. and scck of the bounty of ALLAH. Theretore cco-
nomic activity. involving efforts to cam a Iivelihood. 1s not onlv enjoined
but also cncouraged. While carrving out this duty. we may choose ditfer-
ent tields of action. such as trading. agriculturc. industry. arts and crafts
or technology. Again we need to take guidance from ALLAH on criterion
<ct b - Him to differentiate between legal and unlawful sources of carning,
, o matter what professions we pursue. all fair means adopted by us to
“carn a living are thus acts of worship. Our obedicnce. {the very reason for
~our cxistence) does not hinder our progress in worldly and business mat-
ters. but actually elevates our daily business routine to the level of wor-
ship.
' oming to the social aspect of our hifc. its structure is laid out perfectly
by our Creator. Rights cnjoyed by close relatives, neighbours, col-
leagucs. friends, cven foes are explamned m much detail. A golden rule for
9 harmonious civic lifc 1s laid down 1n this verse: “Help vou onc another
in rightcousness and piety. but help you not one another in sin and ran-
cour.” (5:3). If all of us adhcre to this rule sincerelv. no evil and mischiet
can flourish in the socicty, and nothing can hamper the propagation of
rightcousness, and tranquillity and peace shall prevail. '
Nox\' we know that we were created only to worship and serve our
Master. and arc mentally at ease with our conclusion but 1s our heart
also satisfied with our realization? Because. if the heart believes in it. only
then it will motivate us to act accordingly, otherwise we only undergo
mental exercises devoid of any fruitful results. Luckilv if our heart 1s
ready to strive for rightcousncess. then our first step is to critically analyse
ourselves. our past and present lifestyles. Are we living according to what
we were designed for? Does our ideology. scope of action. engagements.
likes and distikes. our individual and collective socio-cconomic set up de-
pict subjection to ALLAH's commands or are we but slaves of our de-
sires? Are we in a habit of secking assistance from our cnemy avowed?
Because. if we are. then we really need to stop here. to ponder pensively:
Is this how we wish to carry on with our lives? If the answer 1s 1n the
+ffirmative then it is a sorry state of affairs W certainly have drfted
away fram our coursc and have lost the capabiiny of steering oursclves
towards the achicvement of our goals. According to our unprecedented
standay<d. a malfunctionming unit is discarded by its manufacturer smce it
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no longer serves the purpose of its creation. This rule, sadly cnough. shali
apply on us too. and a grucsome fate 1s mevitable, which 1s rejection by
ALLAH n this world and a blazing firc in the Hercafier
t 1s to be borne i mund that people discarded and rejected by ALLAK
live 1n a world of constant despair. where tremors of unhappiness and
discontent arc endlessly expernienced. ALLAH becomes heedless of
such people and reprieves. only to let them loosc i the wilderness of ewil.
But 1f we arc rcady to mend our wayvs, then the first step 1s to devcelop

good relations with ALLAH by repenting sincerely and humbly over past

mistakes, marked with a decp scnse of regret. This is followed by a firm
resolve in our hearts never to go astray agamn. Evil msinuates itselt i all
sorts of instdious wavs from within, so as to influence us. These evil pow-
crs may be Satan or his cvil hosts among human beings or pinn. It 1s im-
perative to seck ALLAH s protection against evil and to seek knowledge
of ALLAH’s Commandments to remember them and act in accoivance
with them.
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CHAPTER TWO

¥ 1t 1s clearly understood that the purpose of mankind's creation is, obedi-

A ¢ence and submission to ALLAH s will. This submission seems burden-

some when we have little knowledge about ALLAH and do not share a

cordial relationship with Him. It 1s also not very clear, whether it 1s in our

interest to obey ALLAH or not.

It 1S cxtremely mmportant that we must believe that ALLAH 1s our
greatest Well-Wisher. He is the One, Who created the body with a be-
fitting soul, showered us with mental faculties, physical powers and ca-

pabilities. He Who 1s not dependent on any of His creations whereas all

His creations turn to Him for help, is undoubtedly the Most Caring of all.

He has not only brought us to life, but has also provided for our suste-

nance and guidance. We must therefore, not only show our gratitude. but

nurturc a deep sense of love for Him. Since it is easv to follow the in-
structions of the beloved, therefore, when we develop a bond of love be-
tween oursclves and ALLAH, obedience towards Him. becomes a pleas-
ure rather than a burdensome routine. To develop this bond of ove, it is
important to develop a rapport with the Rabd Almighty. To achieve this,
apply the simple interaction technique. It is commonly experienced that
when strangers meet frequently they become close friends whereas close
relatives are alienated if forsaken. Qur Almighty ALLAH with His gra-
clousness has arranged for a constant interaction between Him and us by
enjoining on us the daily five prayers.

he Majestic Court of ALLAH alicws admission to all those who

wish to surrender themselves to Him. ALLAH has been kind enough

. not dnly to allow us admission to His Majestic audience but also has

taught us how to present ourselves before Him, and what to ask of Him.

f{e provides us with an opportunity to communicate with Him, to put

forth our problems, to beg for His assistance to show gratitude for His

blessings and to confide in Him. We can take as much extra time as we
may wish to register our problems. ALEAH makes us feel important by
formally inviting us to His Presence at the mosque, a building exclusively
constructed for His worship. Such beautiful are the words of this formal
nvitation or the Azaan, which we hear five times each day. The Azaan.
calls out on us, ‘come to pray’, ‘come to your salvation”. We must not fail
to appreciate the graciousness of ALLAH Who planned this exercise.

only for our welfare. Qur visits to the mosques should be marked by a

deep sense of humility, and the feelings of gratitude. We must recognize

the status of our Creator, Whose generosity is boundless. He certainly wil)
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be generous to us provided we beg simcerely. A pre-requisite to prayers is
cleanlmess and proper ctiqucettes. Praving regularly with complete obser-
vance of the rules mculcate a relationship of love and mutual understand-
ing between ALLAH and us. When we are successtul in attending to our
obligatorv oravers, we find ourselves craving for more time to be in
ALLAH s audience. This desire will compel us to stay up at late and
quiet hours of might, talking i total privacy to ALLAH. Sleep and com-
fort are no longer barriers to such meetings. for when we start loving
someone, obedience becomes a pieasure. it 15 unfortunate for those who
are heedless of their prayers. Thev have taded to appreciate the generosity
~f the Almighty. Such people who abandon the mosques, are often only
concerned with beautification and lavish decoration of their houses. Such
futile efforts leave their hearts void of happiness and tranguillity, and they
are deprived of peaceful sleep at mghts.

g ndeed it is matter of great celebration for all those who voluntarily dis-
A rupt their engagements to attend regularly to thetr prayers. It 1s a mile-
stone on the path of obedience. Our next stop over on this path, too, has
~een planned by ALLAH. Human bemngs have vanous biological drives.
‘We need to harness these, or cise they may overcome us and lead us
satray. Fulfilment of these drives gives us pleasure and takes us, consid-
crably away from the achievement of higher goals, such as nearness 10
ALLAH. Therefore, to teach us discinline and self control and make
chedience easy for us, ALLAH has enjomed on us a month's fasting cach
vear, i.e. the month of Ramadhan. From dawn to dusk we have to abstain
from food and drink, intimacy with the spouse, and aiso have to remam
very careful in our dealings with others |

1§t is tperative that we respect the - very spirit of fasting. We need to
4 monitor our entire self closely. The powers of speech and hearing
~hould be. exercised according to the rules lard down by ALLAH_. No evil
should be spoken or heard. Our eves should not gaze around aimless v
our hands should not engage in anv act of crucity, nor should our icet
tread in the wrong direction. If we only keep the stomach empty, and let
the faculties loose and out of control, then we arc merely starving our-
selves without benefitting anything from this exeraise.

[ ™) 0 not be misguided to believe that By enjoming fasts on us fle has
: ? curbed our freedom. Think for a moment. how for the sake of good
health, we willfully and strictly follow the instructions of a doctor. Do we
cver ecat anything which has been declared harmful by him? Since the de-
stre in us to live longer 1s strong, we trust and obey the doctor and gct
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satiaddsaliadl 1 JdUltly 50, Lalt We Not trasc our Lrecator more than even a
doctor? Can't we refrain from all that He commands us to, and that too for
our own betterment? Well, if the answer 1s in the negative. then we have
deviated from our orbits and have lost the meaning of the purpose of our
exisience. Had we been on the right path, we would be prostrating in jubi-
lation and gratitude before ALLAH for taking such good measures. which
ensure the health and nourishment of both body and the soul. Doctors
agree that fasting 1s beneficial to the physical health, but be ware, do not
tast, just because the doctors say, but do it for the sake of love and obedi-
ence towards “The Mightiest” and “The Wisest™. Since intentions play a
vital role 1 the assessment of actions; similar actions directed by different
intentions bear different results. Our legal system is based on this PIiNci-
nlc.

asting in the month of Ramadhan inculcates a deep sense of cautious-
. ness in us. The Holy Quran states: “O vou who believe! Fasting 1s
prescribed for you even as it was prescribed for those before you, that you
may ward off evil.” (2:183). This will help us to discern the right from
wrong, and help us to avoid involvement in any doubtful activity. Such
cautiousness 1s a virtue of truly God-fearing people. Thus, by observing
the fasts with religious zeal and fervour, we have trained ourselves to lead
a noble and pious life. The best scale to measure the effectiveness of this
exercise is to scrutinize ourselves minutely. If a month’s efforts have em-
bedded 1n us a sense of accountability, conscientious avoidance of S, a
yearnmng for righteousness, then our efforts have been fruitful. but if this
1s not the case, then the entire month of fasting was nothing more than a
pseudo display of abstinence.

:' learnt, to some extent, the art of self control, we no longer
8 Rhesitate to give up moments of relaxation and entertainment to seek
ALLAH’s pleasure. But there is still one formidable enemy to be defeated
and, that cnemy lives within us. It is the love and greed for wealth and
riches, the desire to excel in wealth over others. We opt for various pro-
fessions for carning a living. No matter which field we choose, busingess,

medicine, technology, science or agriculture, there is no reason to attribute
our achicvements entirely to our mental and physical capabilities. Take
the case of an agniculturist who has worked hard on his fields: when he is
all set for the harvest, a windstorm or a hailstorm destroys his crop. All he
can do 1s watch the disaster silently and helplessly. Take the example of
people who excel in various fields due to mental capacity and hard work.

-They must realise the graciousness of ALLAH who gifted them with such
powers and capabilities required to attain excellence. So all our attain-
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ments are awectiy or indirectly dependent on ALLAH's grace. ALLAH
has given us freedom of choice to consolidate all available resources to
carn a hiving. At the same time. lawful and unlawful means have been dif-
ferentiated and clearly defined.
Unlawful means, no matter how lucrative, must be avoided. We must
rcalise a verv important fact, that we are, but the custodians of al
the wealth we possess, which we have acquired by cmploving the re-
sources made available to us by ALLAH. Therefore, 1t 15 only rcasonable
and fair that we spend them to win the pleasure of the real Owner. We
must accept the rules He has taid down for spending this wealth. ALLAH
has formulated a perfect system for our fiscal activity. This svstem dis-
courages squandermg the hard camed money, and at the same time pro-
hibits a mggardiv attitude. This perfect system, or Zakat. provides a
complete framework for monetary balance. It is enjomed on cach one of us.
to put aside one forticth of our annual savings. This fraction is to be dis-
tributed amongst deserving people. By paying Zakat, we practicallv en-
dorsc the belief that whatcver we have 1s owned by ALLAH. It is His
Magnificence and Generosity that He has demanded only a fraction of our
surplus wealth whereas He has the nght and the power to demand all of it.
Our contributions help so many people who are less privileged. This natu-
ral imbalance n the financial status of people may be comprehended by
the following example.
Imagine a large reservoir of water containing cnough water to supply
cach and every picce of land owned by every individual. A network of
pipelines carries this water to individual fields. Now for some odd reason
or due to some blockage certain arecas do not receive their share of water
and, since water is to tlow, it passes on to some other field. The fields re-
cetving this surplus water will obviously yield better crops, and better
Crops mean more money. INow 1f people making more money are asked to
share a fraction of their surplus wealth with those less fortunate ones who
actually became a stepping stone to their success, it is totally justified
Analysis of this example will reveal to us the distribution of wealth and
tortunes among people. If we deduct Zakat from our savings. obeying the
orders of Aimighty ALLAH willingly, then we are not allowing wealth to
become a barrier between us and ALLAH. On the contrary if we do not
wish to part with our money, ignoring our obligations towards ALLAH
and fellow, people then we have actually abased ourselves to the lowest
levels of morality. We must not forget that we can avoid conviction on tax
evasion in this world, but evasion of tax levied by ALLAH invites His
wrath and scom. There are so many redeeming factors in this monetary
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the crossing of geographical boundaries, but it wiil lead to an mper trans-
fonnanm*: of our souls from evil to righteousness.
1 A /¢ move on the road o The Holy Mosque or Haram in Makkah, af-
YV ter bemng checked by the authorities. A sign board along the road
says ‘Hadarg-¢ Hudabiyah’. Visualize the events fourteen centuries back.
A group of true believers of Islam along with their noble leader, the Holy
Prophet (SAW), headed towards Makkah with the intentions of pilgrim-
age. It 1s at this place that they were detained by the non-believers of
Makkah. The Mushms waited here while a delegation was sent to con-
vince the non-behievers. Negotiations were in progress, when the traumatic
news arrived in the Muslim camp, that the Makkans had martvred Had-
hrat Usman (Radhi ALLAH unho). This made the Muslims furtous. The
Holy Prophet (SAW) took an oath of allegiance from all the Companions.,
to avenge this killing. The news turned out to be untrue later
Mushms were In the ceremonial garbs and had brought sacrificial
ammals. They were not granted permission to even send the animals
to sacnficial area in Makkah. These animals were slaughtered here in Hu-
daibiyah. A peaceful treaty was formulated here, by which the Makkan
Quraish, after years of unrelenting conflict with Islam, at length recog-
nised Islam as an equal power with themselves. ALLAH announced His
rewards comprising Mercy, Forgiveness, tranquillity and subsequent vic-
tories for the believers who were present at Hudaibiyah. The believers had
earmed these rewards due to their unity and their trust in the Holy Prophet
(SAW). The lesson we have learnt at Hudaibiyah is, that if we lead our
lives according to the teachings of the Holy Prophet (SAW), we are bound
to please ALLAH and experience His Graciousness. It is only with
ALLAH’s Grace, that sinful beings like us are now in The Holy Mosque,
the most sacred place on this earth. In the centre of this grand mosque,
stands the K’abah, a cube of black stones adorned with a black cover
This K'abah is a legendary symbol of the oneness of ALLAH. This was
first built by Prophet Adam, and then Prophet Ibrahim (AS) rebuilt it and
ever sce it stands as a fountainhead of guidance and light for all those
who turn to 1it. As we stand here today, let us pray that may ALLAH list
us amongst His chosen servants and grant us the will and desire to obey
tim. As we start the circumambulation of the Holy K‘abah, starting at
the Holy Black stone, we must take a vow to spend the rest of the life in
accordance with Islam. With the completion of each round, this vow must
be renewed. It shoud be resolved in our minds that from now on our in-
tentions will circumambulate around ALLAH’s Command jv ¢ the way
we are physically going around the K*abah. The seven rounc.  ould re-
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tlect on the seven days of our week. Fach day must start with a revived
enthusiasm for righteousness. At Multazim, the doorstep of K abah, cino-
tions soar high, all the mistakes done in the past, tlash back to memory. A
deep feeling of dejection overwhelms us, and we sincerelv and humbly beg
for forgiveness. for we are at a place which belongs to The Most Merci-
ful, Who has never denied mercy to those who repent sincerely. The Holy
Quran declares: “Despair not of the mercy of ALLAH, indeed He for-
gives all sins. Lo! He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.” (39:33),
We therefore, have a golden opportunity to cleanse our soiled souls
and hearts. Another important feature of the grand Mosque 1s The
Magam-¢ Ibrahim (Station of Ibrahim). This is the place where Prophet
Ibrahim (AS) offered his prayers, so it is recommended that we too offer
prayers here. Prophet I brahim (AS) was an exemplary person who re-
jected the idea of worshipping anyone but ALLAH. For this peliet, he had
to abandon his family, his status in that society, and he made a for of
enemies. The rulers of the state were infuriated at the abasement of their
so-called gods, and as a result ordered that he may be set ablaze. How-

¢ver, no amount of oppression could deter him from his belief in the one-
ness of ALLAH.

ALLAH blessed Prophet Ibrahim (AS), in appreciation of his stead-
fastness and perseverance, with unlimited grace and bounties.
ALLAH promised to keep Prophet Ibrahim's (AS) name alive and
exalted, and his teachings, a guideline for all the believers till the end of
time. ALLAH also promised prophethood to his descendants. He was also
assigned the noble task of rebuilding the Holy K abah. Let us all pray
‘May ALLAH, for the «ai= of the graciousness, He showered upon
Prophet Ibrahim (AS), 1 us to be steadfast in our efforts to be good
Muslims.’
Within the enclosure of the Holy Mosque are the hills of Safa and
Marwa. It is obligatory for pilgrims to compass these hills seven
times in remembrance of a tradition laid down by Prophet Ibrahim's (AS)
wife Lady Hajirah (Hagar) (RAU), centuries ago. As the Quran reveals, it
was here, m the parched desert that Prophet Ibrahim was ordered to leave
his wife and infant son Ismail. Without having any second thoughts or
querics in his mind, he right away executed the orders laid down for him.
" His noble wife asked him, “who will take care of us?” “"ALLAH”, he
rephied and off he went without a glance. The Lady, who had been blessed
with a noble soul, replied in deep satisfaction, “if that is the casc then
ALLAH will never abandon and disappoint us.”
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s time went by, the infant felt miserable with thirst. Maternal love
forced the Lady to lay down the baby. and m her eager quest ran

around these hills, scven times, when her praver was answered. She caie
to pick up the mmfant. only to find that water gushed out from zm Nayren
land at the powi. where the baby nad been stoiking it with his E"it:i::if-;;,
utter desperation. This spriny of water 15 called Zam Zam. Whilc 's'"*zwi%z}z
between Safa and Marwa we must pray, that ALLAH may be pleoscs
with us, in just the same way as He was pleased with Lady Hapirs
(RAU). At the same ume we miust also pray to achicve the levet of obo E;
ence demonstrated by her Let us prav that a spring of guidance ano
knowledge may surge within our rocky barren heart, as aild Zam Zam 1o
the scorched desert. The lesson to ve learnt from this exercise of runniey
between Safa and T‘vmm‘a 1 that life 15 an ongowng strugule but i shoil
not engross us to ﬁ'ﬂ cextent that we forget ALLAH. Yherefore, every e
we come back to Safa. during the compassing, we focus on the Holy
K‘abah and promnsc that no matter how deeply we may get mvolved i
- our worldly affairs. we will always turn back to Him. It 1s now time {c
appreciate the miraculous supply of water made by ALLAH centurics
ago, in form of the spring Zam Zam, which has been flowing ever since.
No scientific explanation can be given for this, as there 1s no other well,
spring or any reservoir of water in the vicmity. It 1s purely a gift from
“The Greatest Provider’. Not verv far from The Holy Mosque 1s a vast
plain land, stretching as far as the cyes can see. This is calied Arafat. All
around us we sce pilgrims clad in Thraam. all seem to be equal in status.
This is in reality a reflection of The Final Day of Judgement, when all of
us will be gathered before ALLAH for accountability. Imagine how em-
barrassing it would be if our mistakes and shortcomings were announced
in public on That Day. The only way to avoid this embarrassment, 15 to
ltve a life of total submission to the Will of ALLAH.

hill called Jabl-e Rahmat in the Arafat reminds us of the golden
rules laid down by the Holy Prophet (SAW), in his (SAW) last ad-
dress to the believers during his (SAW) pilgnimage. He (SAW) told the
audience to believe firmly in the oneness of ALLAH, to be kind and
brotherly towards each other. He (SAW) exhorted equality and fair treat-
ment for all with no malice towards anyone, and united all Mushms of the
world in one brotherhood. If only we understood the true spirit of this
brotherhood, we would never indulge in insulting, defaming or degrading
other brethren of the Faith. All rituals and traditions belonging to the dark
era of ignorance were revoked by the Holy Prophet (SAWT. g+ ve at
any level, whether ancient or contemporary 1s contrary to Islam. We must
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try to free ourselves from the darkness, as well as. be a guiding beacon for
others. He (SAW) instructed those who were present in Arafat with him
(SAW) to convey his (SAW) message to all those who weren’t. This is,
therefore, a commandment for all of us to propagate the teachings of Is-
lam. At sunset, 1t 1s time to lcave Arafat for our next station, which is a
rocky ficld named Muzdalta. A unique lesson of obedience 1s taught, when
we learn that the evening (Maghrib) prayers shall not be offered at the
normal time, but we will combine two prayers and offer them on our arri-
val at Muzdalfa. The essence of this act 1s that although prayers are
obligatory, and it seems strange to defer their prescribed time, but even
more mmportant 1s the unquestioned obedience to the Divine Will! We pray
when He orders us to pray, and we don’t prav when He orders us not to
pray. When He orders us to combine two prayers, we willingly obey. This
1s the attitude which must be instilled in us here. -
We are now n the vast rocky rather stony field of Muzdalfa. As we
spend the might here under the open sky. without the comforts of
our warm beds, we are actually preparing ourselves to endure hardships
for the sake of ALLAH. The next morming we will leave for Mina. Here
at Mina, the tradition of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) is to be revived, and ani-
mals have to be sacnificed in the name of ALLAH. Let us just briefly look
back into the historical background of this tradition. Prophet [brahim (AS)
was an old man when he was blessed with a son Ismail. One night Prophet
Ibrahim (AS}) was commanded n his dream, to sacrifice his son Ismail,
who was a young boy. Without a fraction of doubt or a question in his
mind, Prophet lbrahim (AS) took his little boy and sct out for the execu-
tion of ALLAH s Command, heading for the place where we stand today.
On His way, Prophet Ibrahim (AS) confided in his son and told him about
the Command he had received. As expected, his son Ismail, being a pious
soul, encouraged his father to carry out the Command. When Prophet
Ibrahim (AS) was about to sacrifice his beloved son. ALLAH sent a sac-
rificial anmimal to be slaughtered instead. This is the tradition which, we
revive at this time every year. The level of obedience, manifested by
Prophet Ismail 1s a lesson for us, that we must never criticize or cendemn
any part of ALLAH's plans for us. We must neither say: ‘had this hap-
pened, nor “if only that hadn't happened’. Pcople who are related to
‘Prophets erther through lineage or through total obedience. never complain
about any misfortune that may befali.
‘ N [ ¢ must all pledge our complete submission to ALLAH’s Will, no
¥ matter how many wishes and temptations we may have to sacri-
ticed for this. It 1s now time to pay a vistit to the three pillars erected as
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symbolic representations of the three spots where Satan tried to beguile
Prophet Ibrahim (AS). when he was on his way to sacrifice Ismail (AS).
But the noble Prophet recognised Satan despite his disguises, and knew
that only Satan would try to dissuade the righteous from the path of
ALLAH. All the pilgnms throw pebbles and stones at these pillars.
Therctore, as we stone these pillars we must resolve in our hearts to reject
all personttications of the Satan. We must actuallv stone the vices we de-
velop because of satanic whispers. Sometimes due to our own negligence,
our tnner self provides a breeding ground for Satan. He instills in us arro-
gance. Jealousy hypocnsy, false pretence and avarice. We must target
these vices within ourschves. At the completion of pilgrimage we realise
how eftective this prescription bhas been for us. It has overhauled us and
set our malfunctioming self into order.

here 1s so much to be seer and admired in this Holv Land of Arabia.

Every mnch of this fand has an historical and spiritual value, Travel-
ling back through time. we visualize a period of ignorance and utter con-
fusion, when people worshipped evervthing elsc but ALLAH. To alleviate
‘e sutfering of mankind. a defiverer 1s born in Makkah to guide them. He.
wvho would act as a Iink between people and their Creator. This redeemer
1s the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAW). who spent forty vears of exem-
plary hifc amongst his fellow people. before prophethood was conferred
upon him. He was the most chenished and celebrated person, admired for
his truthfulness and honesty. But as soon as he denounced polyvtheism and
urged people to behieve i one God, evervone turned against him. This
land of Makkah 15 a withess how his (SAW) own relatives became his
worst encnies. Visualize how an impious person dares to put the guts of a
camel on the back of the Holy Prophet {(SAW) as he prostrates in his
(SAW) pravers. Sce how thorny bushes are spread on the lanes and paths
he (SAW) has to walk on. What had the b toly Prophet (SAW)} donc.
which mvoked his (SAW) one time admirers to such aniniosity”? Why was
he (SAW) and his follewers singled out for such atrocitics? The only rea-
son was that he (SAW) declarced the oneness of ALLAH and emphasized
on total obcdicncﬂ to ALLAH. The Holy Prophet (SAW) did not give up
his (SAW) blessed mission in the face of all hardships.

he Makkan non-behevers boveotied and confined the Holv Prophet

(SAW} and his handful Companmicns mto a narrow vallev. For three
years, soctal and cconomic sanctions were mmposed on these noble people.
cven therr tood supply was severed, The Makkans thought that the belioy-
ers would soon abandon therr new religion. but they had been sadis mis-
‘taken When these gruesome tactics had tmled, the non-behicvers tried to
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solve this problem politically. The leaders of all the tribes of Makkah in-
vited the Holy Prophet (SAW) to their conference and otffercd him (SAW)
a package of temptations, which they thought was irresistible. It offered
all the desirable treasures of this world- wealth, women and power. But
the noblest of ail (SAW) tumed them down and madc it clear to the lead-
crs that no amount of temptation would deter him from his noble mission
which was the propagation of Islam Once agam a wave of atrocities
swept through Makkah, This victmty has witnessed the brutal persceution
suffered by the followers of Islam. Visualize how mercilessly a noble
Companion Hadhrat Abu Bakr is beaten to unconscirousness. how Hadhrat
Khabbab is crucified, how Hadhrat Yasir s tamaly 1s slain. and feel the
treatment given to Hadhrat Bilal Heavy slabs of stones are put on his
chest, as he 1s made to lic on the sizzhing sand, under the scorching sun.
This land s a witness to the perseverance and endurance of all the noble
Comparnions of the Holy Prophet (SAW). whom no degree of cruclty
could deter, from the right path. If we travel g little away from the city,
about three miles fo the north. we come aCross a mountam called Jabl-e
Noor. On its side 1s a cave called Hira This is the piace to which the Holy
Prophet (SAW) used to retire for pcacctul contemplation. He (SAW)
spent endless days and nights pamstakingly reflecting over the widespread
ignorance around him. (DAW). He (SAW) continuously worricd over the
problems of his peoplc. of human destiny and the age-long conflict be-
tween evil and nighteousncess. sin and picty. At,the age of fortv. he (SAW)
was chosen to be the last Messenger of ALLAH. The veil had been lifted
from the Preserved Tablet and its contents were transferred nto the noble
heart, to be proclaimed to the world. to be read and studied. It was to be
tor alt times a fountain of merey and wisdom, a warning to the heedless., a
guide to the erring. a solace for those 1n despair. It s a svstem designed by
ALLAH, that He has not only provided for our physical needs. but also
had made arrangements for the hurtuning of our souls. A simple Com-
mand, of obeying the Prophet (SAW), 1s a sure keyv to sticcess, as the
Quran tells us: “Sav (0 Muhammad. to mankind): If vou love ALLAH.
tollow me. ALLLAH will love vou and forgive vou, your sins. ALLAH is
Ever Forgiving. Most Merciful ™ (3:31). Now is the time to pausc. and
analyse how far have we understood this message, and how far have we
avatled this golden opportunity of salvation.
Now it we travel in the opposite direction of Jabl-e Noor, after cover-
g distance of roughly three miles, we come across an arduous path
to the top of a mountain. At its top 1s a cave known as Thaur. It's histori-
cal value 1s related to a particular event. Visualize the scenario. when the
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non-behievers of Makkah. unsuccessful in their efforts to deter the Holy
Prophet (SAW) from his noble nussion. scerctly conspired attempts on his
hife. Men from all the eminent tribes were chosen to carry out this hideous
plan. When these men had encircled the house of the Holv Prophet (SAW)
-and were satisfied in their hearts at the forthcoming success. he (SAW)
had already left for Madinah with his most trustcd companion Hadhrat
Abu Bakr (RAU), as ordered bv ALLAH. The cnemics too followed in
pursuit. The two noble men managed to reach this cave and it sheltered
them for three nights. The infidels came so closc to the mouth of the cave
that there was no question of them not stepping in. But they did not even
peep mto the cave. Why? Were they stupid? Not at all! It was a small
scheme designed by ALLAH to show the infidels that He was the Protec-
‘tor of His noble Prophet (SAW) and "The sccond of the Two™ (a title
given to Hadhrat Abu Bakr). ALLAH created such circumstances that
The Two Noble Companions escaped unscathed. only to demonstrate to
the infidels that despite their best planning. ALLAH can protect and lead
His beloved servants to safety, from right under their nose. This event
teaches us the lesson to strive ceasclessly and strenuously with well
thought-out plans. We will assuredly be successful on the path to right-
eousness, because this struggle of ours will certainly invokc ALLAH's
favours. If today we encounter circumstances which demand a choice
between ALLAH and the rest of the world - we must abandon the world.
but must never allow our bond with The Almighty to weaken. at any cost.
Let no temptation or oppression or any vested interests of ours lead us
astray. We are on our way to The Holy City of Madinah. While aboard
our comfortable vehicles, our hcarts must cry and ache for all those who
took this route, abandoning their native land. properties and relations, just
to obey ALLAH and His Mcssenger (SAW). Think how they must have
tread the rocky paths. centuries ago. on their tedious journey to Madinah.
without much to cat. and in constant fcar of persecution by the infidels of
Makkah. '
We are now in the Plain of Badr. about S0 milcs south west of Madi-
nah. This is the ficld where the first battle of cvil and righteousness
was fought. The small exiled community of Makkan Muslims. had organ-
1sed themselves into a God-fearing community. with their friends in Madi-
nah. They were, however, under constant threat of being attacked by their
Pagan enemies of Makkah, in alliance with some of the Jews and hypo-
crites 1n or near Madinah itsclf. The cnemies at Makkah could ncver tol-
erate the Mushms hiving safely in Madinah. and more so. to their dismay-.
were spreading Islam. In this battle. the Makkans designed to crush the
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Mislims with an overwhelming force, whercas the Muslim army consisted
of only about 313 men, including the elderly and the very young, mostly
unarmed. The Makkan army, well armed and well equipped. numbered
over a thousand. with some of the most expenenced warriors of Arabia.
mcluding Abu Jahl the inveterate foe of Islam.
"l—’he army of the Muslims came out to fight such a formidable enemy.
I almost empty handed. simply obeying the orders of their Beloved
Péophet (SAW). without questioning the possibilitics of a visible defeat
duc to lack of supphies. This was the group which for. thirteen ycars, had
been taught the lesson of obedience. and they surely proved to be worthy
students. They had remained silent when told. and then announced their
faith fearlessly when commanded. whether 1t meant crucification or grue-
sonic torture. They forsook their homelands and beforc they could settle
down properly in a new city, were ordered to© march towards a battlefield.
For therr sacrifices, the Holy Prophet (SAW) attached great importance to
his Companions of Badr
Against all odds, thec Mushims scored a brilhiant victory and many of
the enemy chieftains including Abu Jahl were killed. It was impossi-
ble, for the small, ill-equipped Mushm army to defcat the expenienced
warriors of the enemy, without the miraculous aid of ALLAH. The firm-
ness, zeal, discipline and trust which they had shown in the Holy Prophet
(SAW) had won them Divine help. When the battle began, the Holy
Prophet praved and threw a handful of dust or sand at the cnemy. symbol-
1sing their blind rush to their 11l fate. This had a great psychological eftect
on them. This act of the Holy Prophet (SAW) 1s ascribed to as an act of
ALLAH Himself. in the following verse, “When you threw (a handtul of
dust) 1t was not your act, but an act of ALLAH. 1 order that He might
test the Believers.” (8:17). This was announced to reassure the believers
that He protects and helps those who remain steadfast in His cause. The
martyrs of this battle rest peacefully in their graves in a walled arca in the
ficld, while the dead bodics of seventy lcaders of the infidels were thrown
in a nearby well. The Holy Prophet (SAW) addressed cach one of the decad
infidels by his name and asked them, how true they had found ALLLAH s
promise, if onlv thev had followed his tcachings they could have cvaded
such a disastrous fate!” Graves of the martyrs and the infidels are not very
far away from each other. Both have tasted death, but their eternal abodes
are way distant from each other. One group rcccives happy tidings:
“These who believe and migrate, and fight for the Faith. in the cause of
ALLAH, as wcll as those who give them asylum and aid. these are (all) n
very truth. the Behevers. For them is the forgiveness of sins and a provi-
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ston most generous.” (8 74). Condition of the cursed infidels is also mea-
tioned in a preceding verse of the same chapter: “If vou could see. when
the angels take the souls of the unbelievers (at death). how they smite therr
faces and their backs. saying, “Taste the penalty of the blazing fire."
(8:50). Our brief stay at Badr should make us realise that it is time fo
promise our Beloved Prophet (SAW) that we will employ all the resourges
gtven to us by ALLAH in His cause. The life which is devoid of abound-
ing love for ALLAH and Hiy Prophet (5AW). 1s akin to the lifc of ani |
mals.
We now move onto our destination. the Holy City of Madinah. a hun-
dred and fifty kilometres away from Badr. This is a city of re-
nowned hospitality, unparalicled in history. This city welcomed and shel- .
tered people who had been exiled from their lands by their own people.
The Immugrants or the “Muhajircen” were well received by their hosts who
were called "Ansaar™. The only common attribute between the hosts and
their guests was their faith- their common bond of love for ALILAH, and
the mtensity of will and desire to obey ALLAH under all circumstances.
The Holy Prophet (SAW) wove the two groups mnto a fabric of brother-
hood, which proved to be stronger than any other lineage or blood oriented
relationship. Now holding our hearts. it is time to prepare with loving care
to visit the Mosque of the Holy Prophet (SAW). The eastern wing of the
Mosque has the sacred tomb of our Beloved Prophct (SAW). After paving
homage and salutations to him (SAW). remember this verse of the Holy
Quran, “"We sent not an apostle. but to be obeved. in accordance with the
will of ALLAH. If they had only. when thev were unjust to themselves.
come unto you. and asked forgivencss. and the Messenger had asked for-
givencss for them. they would have indced found ALLAH Ever-
Returning, Most Merciful.™ (4:64). Now is the time to confess all our
crimes and beg for Holy Prophet's (SAW) intercession for mcrey and de-
liverance. .
We must now pay our respects to his (SAW) most honorable Com-
panion, Hadhrat Abu Bakr (May ALLAH reward him well for all
his service for the propagation of Islam). Now we will pay our homage to
another very close Companion of the Holy Prophet (SAW). Hadhrat Umar
Farooq (Radhi ALLAH unho) These two exalted Companions had com-
pletely absorbed the light of guidance and radiance of nobility transmitted
by the Holy Prophet (SAW) Thev never scparated themselves from his
holy presence here, and arc together now in the Hercafter. There is a
strong fragrance of affection and care in the atmosphere of Madinah,
which affirms that this piece of earth has never been cruel to anyone, no
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ore has ever been tortured here. The entire environment radiates rays of
warmth and atfection. While sitting in the Holy Prophet's (SAW) Mosque.
wz will feel the warmth and affection of a mother’s lap. The Holy
Prophet's (SAW) Mosque was the first university. traming centre. judicial
court, admunistrative block, and militarv headquarters of Islam. This is the
role which cach and every mosque 1s capable of playing, but unfortunately
we are incapable of conceiving this. We have, sadly. isolated our rehigion
from our daily lives. Some Mushims, under western influence. are adamant
to prove that politics and religion cannot go hand in hand, therefore, relig-
1ous scholars should abstain from the political affairs of the country. [t
would be mteresting to ask them where the Madinah Pact was signed? Has
history ever produced a politicai document of such excellence? The politi-
cal msight, with which the terms and conditions were laid down. sprang
from this Holy Mosque. Where were the strategies of Badr, Uhad. Ahzaab
and Tabuk planned? All these were planned and designed at The Military
Headquarters. located in this Holv Mosque.

A i this negative propaganda. 1s basically masterminded bv the orien-

M talists, and proudly accepted by the westernized so-called Muslims,
No matter how hard they try. the importance of the Holy Mosque 1s mani-
test as daylight. It 1s a place which taught humanity to humans and servil-
ity to scrvants. This mstitution declared the charter of murtual rights and
duties. It produced warriors of valour and courage At the same time it
was a soctal training centre, teachmyg the basic principles of dariy lite. A
sound judicial svstem was laid down here and rules and ordinances formu-
lated. When a Mosque can perform so many roles. then how can someone
claim the scgregation of politics and rehigion Such clammants must be
confined to mental hospitals. it s pathetic that such mentalhyv disabled
people, arc chosen as leaders of the nation. These are the ones who
proudly adopt all the vices of the westerners. 1t would be caucating to read
a contession made by a western scholar Will Durante. rather hesitatingly
in his book “Story of Civilization'. about the revoiution brought about in
the lives of all those who had embraced Isiam. He wrnes: “His (SAW)
Message raised the moral and cultural fevel of his tollowers. promoted
social order and unity. menleated hvgiene. lessened superstition and cru-
clty. bettered the condition of slaves. lifted the lowh to ehemity and pride.
and produced among Muslims a degree of sobricts and temperance une-
qualled clsewhere in the white man's world. ™ If onlv Mushins todav realisc
the superiority of their religion and adopt it. things would certamly be dif-
fcrent.
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result, wo J%n iy fove for ALLARE and begin to 6l plodcucs in obeving
fine AL AR s ke is nof only ooonrs bud also g nounshine i for the
sprrit. briging i closer to ALLAH. The wiost beaeliond cepect of i s
that, m tum ALLAH ?‘tii"‘i‘i_f;iﬁ‘f::i’izi;?iéf Us hmagme oor status, oro siniod souds
and ALLAH s declaration r verse 152 of Chaptor 20 “Thos do remembor
Me, 1T wili remember vou Pﬂ proteru o Ao, and reect net Baith” Hoonly
we could appreciate the eminence of this verse. we would never dream of
besng heedless to His Zikr

ﬁ,,htmn between a namc and the named 1s very obvious, Pavelu %gaﬁf

k Noagree that forgetfulness for something is directly propurticnst to the

lack of fre:qucm mteraction wrih it Keepmyg our psveholomion :;E' %Ejt? 1
mind, ALLAH has ordered us to rememibes H; by His oo o o state of
total concentration. The Quran commands: “Se remember he nome of
your Kanb and devote yoursclf with complete devotion.” {73 %Y Since
there 1s a strong connection between the tongue and the heart, freaunen:
recitation of ALLAHs name, will make a special place for Him i the
hecart. At yet another occasion we are ordered to remember Hinr in our
hearts, without any mterruption. It is commanded, “And do you remember
your Rahb within thyself humbly and with awe. below vour breath. at
morn and evening, and be you not of the neglectful.” (7: 205}, There is
one activity m the human body which never ceases, and that is respiration.
Therefore the best way of continuous Zikr would be to coordinate it with
the breathing process and beating of the heart. When this is done. we are
protected against heedlessness of ALLAH's Zikr. ALLAH has provided
us with complete knowledge about the hindrances we mav encounter, the
tactors that act as barricrs between us and our intentions to remember
ALLAH #fhas also warned us agamst the tactics employed by our cter-
nal and perpetual enemy to divert us from ALLAH’s Zikr. Therefore it is
orcered in the Quran, “Remember ALLAH, standing, sitting and reclin-
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mg.” {3:191). One important fact which comes to light 1s that, all other
bligations like prayers, fasting, pilgrimage have defimite forms and are

observed at clearly defined times. whereas there 1s no such restriction for
Zikr. It must go on forever, without any disruption. ALLAHs remem-
brance 1s the only source of contentment and satisfaction. It 1s stated in the
Quran: “"Those who behieve and whose hearts find satisfaction in the re-
membrance of ALLAH. Without doubt in the remembrance of ALLAH
do hearts find satisfaction.” (13: 28). People try in vain to achieve con-
tentment and happiness in wealth and power. A famous quotation says
‘Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown’. No amount of wealth and
power can guarantee mner satisfaction. If 'satisfaction' is such an impor-
tant element of our lives, then why shouldn't we follow the simple tech-
nique and indulge in the remembrance of ALLAH, both verbally and m
our hearts. Another very important advantage of Zikr, besides satisfac-
tion, i1s that it keeps us alert and vigilant against our eternal rival.
ALLAH tells us in the Quran: “If anyone withdraws himself, from re-
membrance of Rahman, We appoint for him, an evil one to be an intimate
companion to lum.” (43:42). When this happens, we follow the instruc-
tions of this evil guide within us, and he ultimately leads us to a stage
where we begin to cherish our wrong deeds and believe them to be noble.
Alas! We have certamly lost the right track.
We have therefore been advised by ALLAH to seek the company of
Y ¥ noble people and forsake those who are heedless to His Zikr.
- ALLAH has clearly forbidden us in the Quran to interact with or
follow such people who do no remember Him, because they are no better
than amimals who are driven only by their instincts. It is important to note
that various exercises prescribed by ALLAH are to be undertaken in rec-
ommended dosage. The most strenuous, i.e. the pilgrimage is to be per-
formed only once mn a lifetime, the less arduous such as salah has to be of-
fered five times in a day, and the least tiring of them all which is Zikr,
must be practised around the clock. This never ending exercise will revo-
nse of gratitude for our
Creator, and a healthy criticism towards our actions. His obedience be-
cames our second nature and a pleasure. We begin to dread the idea of
ever disobeying Him. Our conscience has been awakened from its pro-
longed slumber, and 1t instantly makes us aware of any mistakes being
committed, and urges us to humbly supplicate to ALLLAH for forgiveness.
- § 'he main asset of the heart, acquainted with ALLAH, is a deep rooted
A love for Him. Since the heart is the ruler and the body its domain, the
- wyler shall enforce the rule of its Beloved on its kingdom. The Holy
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Prophet (SAW) said that if the ruler (the heart) is on the right path, it wil
keep the body on the right path, but if the heart deteriorates. the entire
system will degenerate.” If the heart is pious and righteous it will direct
the hmbs to righteousness. The tongue shall only speak the truth, the ears
shall hear only the lawful, the eyes shall not rove astray, the hands shall
not play part in any mischief or harm; in-short the whole body is now do-
ing Zikr and remembering ALLAH by practically demonstrating obedi-
ence to f/im. Human intellect may at times try to prove its supremacy over
the heart, but so many incidents of our daily life prove that it is the heart
and not the head, that enjoys the final authority. What makes us cry at the
death of a beloved one, when we know that the deceased can never come
back to us? Is there any logic in crving? These are the emotions that origi-
nate within the heart and makes us cry over the loss and thus overrule the
logic. A western scholar has rightfully commented, ‘The human intellect
follows human emotions as the paws of a dog follow its nose’.
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Tl ere 15 one creation which 1 totally governed by ite mstnets and tha
is the antmals who do not have anv sense of discrimmnation borwe

right and wrong, The Quran asks: “Have vou scen him who chooses *e”‘
his god his own lust? Would vou then be guardian over him? Or deem von
that most of them hear or understand”’ They are but as ths cattle. B 3* Hut
they are farther astrav!” {43:44) [f we wish to rise above the lev d ot ani-
mals, to the greatest ranks of humamty, then there s only one choice, th:
submission of ene’'s self to ALLAH. This submission wili acerue two ad-
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deceivers? It is clearly stated in the Holy Quran, “Say: if your fathers and
your sons and your brethren and your spouses and your tribe, and the
wealth you have acquired, and merchandise for which you fear that thesc
will be no sale, and dwellings you desire. are dearer to you than ALLAH
and His Messenger and striving in His way, then wait till ALLAH brings
His command to pass. ALLAH guides not wrong doers.” (9:24). This is
indeed a blatant wamning for all those who have blinded themselves trom
the right path, for the love of their famuly or the wealth they have
amassed.

I ifc is a blend of happiness and sorrow. Sometimes happy occastons
arc celebrated with great jov, only to be followed by an occasion of
-sorrow and grief. But whatever occasion it is, we se¢ today that people
carry out such rituals which no logic can approve and no cthics can jus-
tify. The best part of all this is that people indulging 1 these superficial
rituals, are well aware of their futility. They follow these rites, only be-
cause everyone else is also adhering to them. If customs and traditions can
outweigh logic and reason, it wouldn't be surprising if they deter us from
ALLAH’s obedience. The history of mankind reveals that nations have
always rejected truth and guidance which confhcted with thewr traditions.
The people of Moses (AS) rejected his preaching, because they were
hesitant to violate the established customs. The Holy Quran quotes the
words of these people, “Have you come on to us to pervert us from that
faith in which we found our fathers, and that you may own the place of
greatness in the land?” (10:78).

"F “he people of Prophet Shoaib (AS) had the same excuse for disobedi-
. cnce. They said, “O Shoeaib! Does your (religion of) prayer command
you that we leave off the worship which our fathers practised?” (11:87).
Yet a similar excuse was presenied by the contemporartes ot Prophet
Ibrahim (AS), they said, “Nay, but we found our fathers doing thus, what
we do.” (26:74). History has proved that people have been so commutted
to their customs and traditions of their ancestors, that it makes them inca-
pable of following the truth. ALLAH consoled His last Messenger by re-
vealing unto him (SAW), verses which narrate this tendency of past na-
tions to reject the words of guidance in favour of their traditions. It 1s said,
“Just in the same way, whenever We sent a wamner before you to any
people, the wealthy ones among them said: “We found our fathers follow-
ing a certain religion, and we will certainly follow in their footsteps™.”
(43:23). Clinging to established rituals, no matter how ridiculous, 1s a
normal behaviour.




he best way to tackle this problem in our lives is to scrutinize each

ritual we observe. If there is any aspect of guidance in it and if it does
not clash with ALLAH’s Commands. then it may be carried on. But if
this is not the case, then it is better to follow ALLAH s Commands and
forsake that tradition, because the path of guidance is the right one. taking
us to our destination. Is then deviation what we prefer’
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o Gambling and drinking are two of ins most effective weapons tor
mrpose. People take 1o ihese for entertamnment and end up as chromc
lers and ¢ Jﬂiﬂ]&&]‘d‘% At thus stage, the discrimmation between sood
and evil is lost. Soon the gambler and the atcohoite start {0 appreciate
their own deeds and do not feel the slightest pang of guit We must re-
ember that Satan is our adverse enemyv, he will neve r guide us to the
right course of action, he will rather lead us to immorality and immodesty.
Nothing beneficial can ever be expected from him. In spite of this knowl-
edge, if we sull ignore the Orders of ALLAH. then we deserve a severe
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Progrcss is a natural desire in every human being, may it be in knowl-
edge, power. wcalth or status. Had this not been our goal, life would
have been extremely dull. But when the desire to excel in any of these
fields, especially the lust for power and status, becomes an obsession, then
the nations cxperience a ot of turbulence. When in power, such a person
1s completely devoid of logic and reason. He can think only about himself.
He becomes a self centered egoist, who is intoxicated by power and might,
and refuses to give any importance to human values and decency. He be-
comes bold and impudent to his mentors and well-wishers. In this context,
many incidents from the history of mankind have been mentioned by

ALLAH, for our guidance. When Prophet Ibrahim (AS) conveved the
message of ALLAH to the then ruler, it made him furious. The Quran
says: ~Bethink you of him who had an argument with Ibrahim about his
Rabb, because ALLAH had given him the kingdom.” (2:258). The pro-
pelling force behind the king’s behaviour was the caprice of his power,
which disabled him to grasp even the slightest notion of truth. Although
Prophet Ibrahim (AS) gave an extremely august introduction of his Rabb
and said, "My Rabb 1s He, Who gives life and causes death”. He an-
swered, "1 give life and cause death.” Prophet Ibrahim (AS) said, “Lo!
ALLAH causes'the sun to rise in the East so do you cause 1t to come up
trom the West. Thus was the disbeliever abashed.” (2:258). |
| 'he king was shocked, and in his heart must have been in awe of such
a mighty Rabb, because he must have understood his limited powers
as compared to the Infinite Power of Ibrahim's Rabb. But instead of being
guided to righteousness resulting in submission, he was inebriated by
power and lead astray. He fell below the level of humanity and ordered,
“Burn Him (Ibrahim) and stand by your gods, if you will be doing.”
(21:68). We must never let power or authority get to our senses, for it
leads to such decisions which are preposterous.
nother tale of a similar sort has been related in the Quran. When
Prophet Moses conveyed the Message of ALLAH to the Pharaoh,
the ruler of Egypt, this is how the Pharaoh reacted to this noble message:
he said, "If you choose a god other than me, I assuredly shall place you
among the prisoners.” (26:29). Can we imagine a situation where a doctor
fcels concerned to treat his patient for his betterment, and the patient
threatens the doctor of adverse consequences, if he did so. We can see
- how power blindfolds the senses. Yet another such event is quoted, relat-
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ing to Prophct Joscph. It 1s said. ~If he do not my behest he vertly shall be
imprisoncd. and verily shall be of those brought low ~ (12:52)

bitter reality about power is. that the person in authority refuses to

hear anvthing against his wishes. This 1s why he ts surrounded by
flattercrs and sycophants. people without any conscicnce. Such immoral
advisers always stand between the ruler and any reformer who may ap-
proach him as a mentor. To explain this. a verse from the Holy Quran
would be helpful: it relates: “The Chieftains of his (Noah) people said;
Lo! we see you surcly in plain crror.” (7:60). This was the answer given to

~ Prophet Noah, by the men i power. How thev failed to understand his

noble intention! A similar situation was expericnced by another Messengcer
Hud (AS) sent to the tribe of Aad. When Hud (AS) delivered ALLAH s
message unto Aad. they replied: “The chieftains of his people. who were
disbelieving said, ‘Lo! we surely sce thee in foolishness and lo! we deem
you of the liars".” (7:66).
hese noble men strived painstakingly for the welfare of their people,
but look how the men in power refused to listen to any advice. An-
other situation of similar prodigy shown by power is narratcd about the
tribe of Thamud unto whom was went a messenger, Salih (AS). The
Quran states: “The chieftains of his people, who were scornful, said unto
those whom they despised. unto such of them as believers: “Know you that
Salih is one sent from his Rabh?” They said: ‘Lo! In that wherewith he has
been sent we are believers”. Those who were scornful said: “Lo! In that
which you believe, we are disbelievers™.” (7:75-76). When those arrogant
chicftains could not suppress the call of Prophet Salih-(AS), and the
common man started to believe in his message. these proud chiefs resorted
to threats and oppression. Some of them stooped so low that they ham-
strung the camel which they themselves had demanded from Salth (AS),
as a miracle from Rabh. Thus power and might got to their heads and they
valued their misdeeds as acts of valour. |
Yet another noble Messenger of ALLAH. Prophet Shoaib (AS), re-
ceived a similar response from the influential class of people. to
whom he was sent. It is related in the Quran, “The chieftains of his
people. who were scornful satd, “surely we will drive vou out. O Shoaib
and those who believe with vou, from our township, unless you return to
our religion”.” (7:88). This attitude of scorn, 1s a characteristic trait of
power and might. When people in power do not wish to listen to logic.
thev come forth to suppress and opposc the truth by all possible means ot
force. Similarly. when the flatterers hovering around the Pharaoh hcard
the message conveyed by Prophet Moses (AS). they rcmarked: The chiets
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of Pharaoh’s people said “Lo! this 1s some knowing wizard.” (7:109).
They simply did not want to accept the truth in the words of Prophet
Moses (AS), but tried to abase him as a sorcerer. It was indeed meant to
devalue the honorable message of ALLAH. These chiefs then dramati-
cally asked the Pharaoh: Said the chiefs of Pharaoh’s people, “Will you

vou and your gods?”’ Thus the chieftains emploved psychological warfare
by convincing the Pharaoh that Prophet Moses (AS), was a threat to
communal peace and his Message would uproot the government of Phar-
aoh. The chieftains came up with yet another conclusion about the mnten-
tions of Prophet Moses (AS) and his brother, and advised the Pharaoh:
They said, “Lo! These are two wizards who would drive you out from
vour country by their magic, and destroy your best traditions.” (20:63).
This piece of malicious advice, was sure to affect the Pharaoh, since his
power was at stake according to the flatterers around him.

I _¥istory has witnessed, that whenever and wherever some reformer
R Ktried to guide a ruler, the sycophants and opportunists around him
have always maligned the reformer and have portrayed him as a power
hungry person who only wanted to topple that government. This strategy
has never tailed to mislead the rulers. Such power and rule 1s undoubtedly
a big barrier to truth, but lock, what fate these dictators and inhuman rul-
ers met! Pharaoh, Hitler, Namrud and Nero have been lost i1 the pages of
history, but even today we see tyrants ruling successfully one day and rot-
ting behind bars the other day. This 1s life! Power and authority are most
vulnerable to change and dechne, and are therefore not to be relied upon.
So, of what avail can they be in the Hereafter? Then why not strive for
power that never wanes, that which will be etemal and everlasting with
unlimited bhiss and |
the dangers attached with power or else we might end up being deprived
of grace and condemned to hell.




CHAPTER EIGHT

Wealth is one of the most coveted things in our life. If the desire for
money remains within reasonable bounds, 1t 1s not only harmless
but also natural. But when this desire exceeds its Iimits and becomes an
obsession then the discrimination between fair and unfair means of gen-
crating wealth, 1s lost; this obsession 1s incurable now. We are therefore
wamed by the Quran, “Your wealth and your children are only a tempta-
tion, whereas ALLAH, with Him 1s an immense reward.” (64:15). Chil-
dren and wealth are great blessings from ALLAH. but at the same time,
they are for our trial. It is to be seen whether we get so involved in them
that we become forgetful of ALLAH, or we make them our allies m
striving for ALLAH’s cause. If we fall in the former category then we
have failed the test, but if we belong to the latter group then we are
crowned with success. If unfortunately, we fail in thus trnal, then the ob-
session for concentrating wealth 1s imposed upon us as a punishment. It 1s
related in the Quran, “Then, when they forget that whereof they had been
reminded, W'e opened unto them, the gates of all things. Till. even as they
were rejoicing in that which they were given, We seized them unaware,
and lo! they were dumbfounded.” (6:44). |
An interesting sketch of the Day of Judgement 1s drawn in another

verse of the Quran. It says: And on the day when He will assemble
them and that which they worship instead of ALLAH, and will say, “Was
it you who mislead these My slaves or did they themselves wander from
the way?" They will reply, “Be You glorified. It was not for-us to choose
any protecting friends besides You. But You did give them and their fa-
thers ease till they forgot the waming and became lost folk.” (25:18). It is
now evident that riches and wealth are, at times a trial, sometimes a
problem and often a curse. Avarice destroys the peace and hapriness here
and abases 1n the Hereafter. There are three aspects of our trial by wealth.
The first 1s attainment, which means how we eam or accumulate weaith.
One of the sources of obtaining wealth 1s imheritance. If we decide to be
unfair, there 1s no way to avoid injustice and cruelty unto others, by us. It
is clearly stated in the Quran: “And you devour heritage with devouring
greed, and love wealth with abounding love.” (89:19-20). Inhentance re-
cerved 1s thus a trial for us. The second source of attainment of wealth
may be trade and business. How fairly we deal with our custemers shall
determine our success. If we forsake the path of honestv, we will always
be planning to cheat our fellow bemngs. The Quran says, “Woe unto the
dcfrauders, those who when they take the measure from mankind demand

35



its full. But 1if thevy measure unto them or weigh for them. they cause them
fess. (83:1-3). This verse outlines the worst picture of human and moral
degeneration. Can selfish peopie ever contribute something noble to therr
socicty”? These selfish people are deadly beasts. in human disguise with
the sole intention of destruction. Other forms of detrauding -may  be
through bribery. forgery. perjury or oppression. We must avord emploving
any method by which we end up usurping the rights of others. 1t 1s strictly
forbidden n Islam.
he second aspect 1s saving or hoarding of wealth bv us. It 1s a com-
mon practicc. that we don't spend all our carmings but we do put
aside some of 1t. This saved amount can be very attractive. and 1f we get
enticed by it. we shall be on the run to accumulate more and more wealth.
The most intriguing aspect of this desire 1s, that 1t 1s never satiated. There
are two forms of this dissatisfaction: one i1s niggardhness and the other 1s
to grab monev from ail sources. In its first form. we do not fecl like
spending on cven our basic needs. This 1s a very difticult situaticn. m
which our minds are bogglcd by greed. In the second situation, we are all
out to plunder. and we do not care for fair or unfair means of caming
wealth. Soon this misappropriation ceascs to appear. as somcthing wrong.
In fact we feel that we arc doing just fine. and go farther ahcad to believe
that 1t 1s an absolute nccessity. This greed lecads to social malpractices
such as bribery. hoarding smugelmg. adulteration, cheating and fraud. We
no longer remam human bemgs but transtorm into beasts of prev let loosc
in the society. Loot and plunder. malicious scheming, fraud. and violence
have become our second naturc,
society with people of this character cannot be considered an habitat
for human bemmgs. but a forest of beasts where the stronger devours
the weaker. In this atmosphere. the wealth, honour and Iife of people 18 not
securc. This obsession of wealth accumulation. takes the obsessed to a
point. where he forgets not onlv ALLAH's Orders. but also ALLAH
Himyself. ALLAH has duly warmced us of this danger in the Holv Quran:
And these are those who bury gold and silver. and spend 1t not 1 the way
of god: announce unto them a most gricvous penalty on the Dav where
that (wealth) will be heated in the fire of Hell. and awith it will be branded
their forcheads. their flanks and their backs. ~“This 1s the treasure which
vou buried for vourselves: taste you. then the treasurce you buried. (9:33).
This 1s the grave punishment awarting the misers. who only worry about
amassing wealth by all mcans. but do not spend accordmg to ALLAH s
Orders. The most coveted wealth and treasures. will be the instruments of
punishment for such people. The wealth, saved after fulfilling the basic
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and rightful requirements of personal and social naturc. docs not tall mto
the catcgory of accumulation or hoarding. However, unlawful technigues
to amass money fall in the column of punishable acts. If we look around
ourselves. we find widespread devastating effects of this greed cpidenuc.
The commoditics sold in the market are adulterated just to make more
money. Grease is used instead of cooking oil. Tea has chic pea husks n i,
just to increasc its volume and make more money. The milkmen will swear
endlessly that they do not add water to the milk. and in reality they arc
right. since they actually add milk to water' Powdered bricks are added to
turmeric powder, fertilizer is mixed with brown sugar. Why all this bla-
tant violation of ALLAH’s Orders 1s gomg on? This 1s all becausc greed
has blinded mankind and they arc now just slaves of desire- the lust for
more and more moncy! A glimpse at the educational system will reveal
appalling misappropriations. Counterfeit certificates are sold under an or-
ganised. wholesale system. success in examinations 1s dependent on the
seventh paper. Why is this so? Certainly the condition of our judicial sys-
tem today is cven more tragic. Our courts fail to provide justice to the
victims of oppression. Justice 1s sold, rather auctioned. mn the courts mn
bv plunderers. This environment prevails the world over. This depraved
state of human beings s the result of their forgettulness for theirr Creator.
When they disregarded their connection with ALLAH. thev lost therr own
identity. ALLAH savs. “And be you not like thosc whe forgot ALLAH:
and He made them forget their own souls! Such are the rehelhious trans-
gressors”. (39°19). Will we live on n such 1gnorance or we await disasters
to jolt us awake from the shumber. The third aspect for our trial. regarcing
wealth is expenditure. The true purpose of wealth is its sound expenditure
to fulfill our requirements. If we do not follow the middle path. we arc
bound to touch the extremes. When we start to spend lavishly. we become
prodigals. Onc form of wastage involves lavish spending over the nght
cause. but this becomes a curse for the spender. Wastage of wcalth 1s
stricthyv prohibited m Istam. |

he second form of expenditure involves wastage of moncy over cvil

purposcs. This is condemned very stronglv n the Quran. 1t says: Ver-
v spendthrifts arc brothers of the satans and the Satan is to his Rabb
“(himself) ungrateful. (17:27). This verse has categorized the prodigals as
part of thc commumty of Satan. who is a bonafide rcbel of ALLAH.
Thercfore. a person who gets enrolled m the opposition camp, cannot b
sxpected to observe the rules laid down by ALLAH about expenditure of
wealth. The right mode of spending 1s the middle and the balanced way. It
has been indicated in the Quran: Make not vour hand ticd (ke a nig-
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gard’s) to the neck, nor stretch it forth, to the utmost reach, so that you
become blameworthy and destitute. (1 7:29).
| This is a complete guideline for our spending habits. We should not be
misers whereby we don’t want to spend on our own needs and those
of our dependents, nor should we touch the Sther extreme of throwing
away all our money and then crying over it. How Gracious and Kind is
ALLAH, to guide us rightfully and also indicate the erring paths- the
crossroads which may cause people to change the entire course of their
hves and lead them to the pits of destruction. Still if someone does not
wish to listen to his Merciful Creator, how can he evade the homfying
consequences of his own deeds? Hopefully, the meaning of the verse: <7
have created jinns and human beings, only that they may worship Me”
(51:56), 1s now fully understood and the term ‘worship’ comprehended in
its true spirit. -
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