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Salient Features
L. Revealed at Makkah.
2 Contains 24 Sections and 206 Ayat.
3. Deals with basic beliefs of Islam; the Unity of Allah

and the importance of Prophethood to comprehend
His Greatness and attain His Cognition, through a
process known as Tazkiyah.
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Surah Al A‘raf
(THE HEIGHTS)

The foundation of Islam is on the transparent belief in the Unity of Allah. The
relationship between man and Allah is such that the former must present his
needs only before Him, display his utter humility and insignificance. The
theme of the preceding Surah is further expanded here, with emphasis on the
importance of the Prophethood, because no one can, on his own, comprehend
Allah’s Magnificence. He is beyond human senses. Allah’s Cognition is a
feeling induced into the human heart, and this honour is conferred upon the
subtle hearts of His Prophets™ through Revelations. They distribute these
blessings amongst their followers, through a process known as Tazkiyah. In
* other words, the heart that receives this light is purified and capacitated to
comprehend the Divine Book and the Wisdom. Thus the cognition of the
Prophet™ paves the way to the Cognition of Allah. This Strah discusses the
importance of Prophethood, supporting it with both logical and chronicle
evidence. in the light of history of the preceding nations and their Prophets™,
their conduct and the end results thereof. Towards the end is the discussion on
the Unity of Allah. Also listed are some of His Commands to facilitate His
Cognition through obedience.

Section 1
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The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.
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Secrets of Revelation
What is a Book

As already explained, the knowledge of Isolated Letters is a secret between
Allah and His Prophet®>*". Those whom Allah blesses with a cordial
relationship with the Holy Prophet™*", may also be enlightened in accordarice
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with their spiritual status. It is essential to hold this belief and to enjoy the
merit of recitation without probing into their meanings.

This is comprehensive, complete and a true Book. To scribble and put papers
together does not make a book. Every book has a certain topic, and it should
convey to its readers the true and complete facts about it. Human beings work
on assumptions, whereas only Allah’s Word is final and conclusive. Thus only
a Divine Book meets the true definition of a book. Here Allah declares the
Qurén as the Divine Book revealed unto the Holy Prophet™* to wam the
arrogant of the end results of their wrongdoings, and guide the believers to a
Path whereby they may attain the maximum of His Nearness. Allah consoles
the Holy Prophet®*¥ not to be aggrieved by peoples’ negative response to his
untiring efforts to convey the Divine Message. Those who do not accept will
be condemned to Hell, in perpetual torment. Their denial is by their own
choice and free will, therefore, the Holy Prophet™>*" need not grieve over it.

It was the innate compassion of the Holy Prophet™*" that he was aggrieved by
the inevitable ill fate of even his antagonists. Just imagine how affectionate
will he be towards his followers. If only the Muslims realize it, they would not
disobey Allah lest it aggrieves the Holy Prophet™™ besides causing personal
losses. It is also clarified that the interpretation of the Divine Book is the
domain of Allah’s Prophet®*", and none else, nor is anyone given the
capability to do so. Thus the only authentic Commentary of the Quran will be
the one substantiated by Hadith. | believe that without Tazkiyah, a person may
force himself to obedience but shall remain void of its pleasure.

O’ People! This Book has been revealed by your Rabb, whose Providence
dictates that He will not only fulfill your temporal but also your spiritual and
eternal needs. So He has provided for both. Just as you take food and
medicine for your physical health similarly for your eternal bliss, it is
imperative that you worship and obey Him. It is your duty to accept the
Message of Allah whole heartedly. Even if you have to lose your life in the
process you must, but do not let the eternal bliss slip out of your hands. This
can only be accomplished when He is accepted as the centre of all your hopes
and aspirations and none else. Obviously, you will have to obey the one you
pin your hopes upon. This is a very simple concept, but shere have always
been very few people who understood it, while most were dazed by the charm
and glitter of this world. They indulged in sin to such an extent that they
qualified for punishment in this very life. Many of them were destroyed over
night while engaged in merry making, while others perished during their
midday siesta, and never got the chance to wake up. All of them inhabited this
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very earth, and never gave any consideration to the Divine Commandments.
Finally when they were seized by His Affliction, the realization of their follies
availed them naught. Therefore, O man! Do pay heed to the fate of your
disbelieving and defiant ancestors. :

This worldly life is neither an idle sport nor fun. Even the Prophets and the
Messengers™ will account for their responsibilities. and will be asked
whether or not they had conveyed the Divine Message. They will be
questioned despite their innocence and the fact that they exerted all their
energies to achieve the mission for which raised. The Holy Prophet**®
highlighted this in his Farewell Address in *Arafat, when he inquired from the
audience as to how did he fare with his mission? All of them replied: “You
have indeed fully lived upto the task of conveying the Divine Message.”
Thereupon the Holy Prophet™>*" raised his finger towards the heavens and said
thrice: “O’ Allah! Be my witness.”

If this is the state of the Prophets™ with regard to accountability, how come
those unto whom they had been sent hope for evading questioning. Still most
of them did not even bother to listen to the Prophets™®. The questioning will
be thorough, down to the minutest details of actions, which even the doers
would have forgotten. Declares Allah: “I will make them remember
everything as I am always watching, and nothing escapes My knowledge.”

Today it is generally believed that the one in power, or the affluent wins the
day. Whether one is afraid of the responsibility the power brings, or becomes
arrogant once he acquires it will be known on the Day of Judgment, when
everything including beliefs and practices will be weighed on the most
accurate Scales. Therefore, do not assume any action as intangible or
weightless, and therefore, not liable. Allah is all Powerful to personify every
sin or give weight to states without any physical appearance or form. Thus the
acts of obedience shall be placed on one side of the Scales and the deeds of
disobedience on the other. If the weight of the former is more, the person will
be emancipated. Otherwise the abode will be Hell, proportionate to the gravity
of the sins, and this indeed will be a great loss. If one had acquired wealth,
power or fame by employing unfair means, he shall face the torment of Hell.
The basic cause for this loss is the denial of Allah’s Signs. Disbelief is such a
crime that no piety can ever coexist with it and it drives the disobedient to
Hell. On the contrary, the believers are forgiven, as faith does invoke His
Mercy. The Commentators have discussed the weight of different deeds, and
their relative value on the Scales. In case of a believer, there is every hope of
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ultimate salvation, even if he has to suffer in Hell for a while for any sin. But
disbelief leads to everlasting doom.

Life on Moon and other Planets

Allah has created the earth as human abode and has placed all the material
resources of life therein. This clearly shows that all resources of human life
are only available on earth. If one aspires to settle on the moon or any other
planet, he will have to take all the resources of life from here, not only the
food but also the atmosphere, the climate, the oxygen etc. How difficult and
unnatural would it be to live there! If only the billions of dollars squandered
away senselessly on excursions to the moon and in the space are spent on the
earth for the betterment of mankind! Inspite of the innumerable blessings there
are very few people who show gratitude to Allah by obeying Him.

Section 2

L And assuredly We created you,
then We fashioned you, and
thereafter We said to the angels;
do Sajdah to Adam; then they
did Sajdah; not so Iblis: he was
not of those who made
obeisance.
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12. Allah said; what prevented you,
that you should not do Sajdah,
when I Commanded you? Iblis
said: I am better than he; me
You have created of fire and him
You have created of clay.
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13. Allah said; then get you down
from hence, not for you is to be
stiff-necked herein; so go you
forth; surely you are of the
abject ones.
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14.

Iblis said: respite me till the Day
they will be raised up.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

Allah said: surely you are of the
respited.

Iblis said: because You have
strayed me [ will beset for them
Your straight path.

Then surely 1 will come upon
before them and from behind
them and from their right and
from their left, and You shall not
find most of them thankful.

Allah said: go you forth from
hence, scorned, driven away;
whoever of them follows you,
then of a surety I will fill Hell
with you all.

And: O Adam! Dwell you and
your spouse in the Garden, and
eat you twain thereof what you
will, and also not approach that
tree there, lest you twain
become of the wrong-doers.

Then Satan whispered to the
twain in order that he might
discover to them what lay
hidden from them of their
shame, and said: your Rabb did
not forbid you that tree but lest
you should become angels or
become of the immortals.

And he swore to them both: 1 am
of your good counsellors.

In this way with guile he caused
the twain to fall. Then when
they tasted of the tree, their
shame was discovered to them |
and they began to cmﬂ\

themselves with leaves from the :
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Garden. And their Rabb called
out to them: did I not forbid you
that tree, and did I not tell you
Satan is to you a manifest foe?
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of a surety be of the losers.
24. Allah said: get you down, one of

you an enemy to another; and
for you there shall be on the
earth a dwelling and provision
for a time.
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25.  Allah said: on it you shall live
and on it you shall die, and from
it you shall be raised up.
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Secrets of Revelation

Human life is not a mere accident, nor is the disparity between virtue and vice
a game. It has a background that is explained in detail for the betterment of
mankind. Once the aim of life becomes clear it will be easier to evaluate
success and failure. Until now the concept of success was confined to material
achievements, though it is only secondary, while the foremost in importance is
the spiritual uplift. If a person is unable to achieve any spiritual elevation, the
material gains shall only add to his miseries.

Egoism

And We created your progenitor Prophet Adam™ in such a manner that We
first created his matter, then put it together and fashioned it into an exquisite
form. We then educated him on the universe and bestowed him its
knowledges. Thus he was blessed with superiority over the entire creation
including the one created from light and extremely obedient 1.e. the angels,
who were ordered to prostrate before him. All complied save the Iblis, who
was a Jinn, but had earned himself a status to reside with the angels through
his worship and endeavour. When questioned why he had defied the Divine
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Command, Iblis said: ** O’ Allah! 1 am better than him”. This indeed is
egoism; when a person is blessed with qualities and excellence, instead of
thanking Allah. he begins to feel proud and arrogant as if he rightfully
deserved them. Since it is a very serious crime for which Iblis was denounced
and expelled he. in reverse, tries to allure people to indulge in it, so that they
are also abased and share the punishment awaiting him. Given a serious
thought, it seems that the root cause of every evil in the world is this very
statement: I am better than him”. The logic the Satan presented for his stance
was that he was created from fire and Prophet Adam™ from clay, assuming
that the former was superior to the latter. What a silly argument when he
himself acknowledges Allah as the Creator, the all Knowing, Who had
ordered him to bow. Indeed it was the arrogance within, which blinded him.

Progress of the Arrogant is Possible but not Everlasting

Thus Iblis was ordered to leave the heavens abased and descend, as it was not
proper to display arrogance at such an exalted place. This happens sometimes
with the seekers too, who availing the company of an accomplished Shaikh
continue to gain spiritual elevation inspite of egoism hidden in their hearts.
However, they are eventually destroyed once it is displayed and become a
source of misguidance to others, except the sincere ones without this disease.

Iblis requested Allah to grant him respite until the Day of Judgment, which
was promptly done. Allah is all Powerful and entertains the requests of even
the non believers in this world, but it will not happen in the Hereafter.
According to Hadith, this respite shall end when the earth wrecks with the first
blow of the Trumpet, and Iblis will also die. |

Supplication of an Infidel

Iblis said, “O Allah! Just as You have let me astray I shall also avenge this by
employing all possible means to allure his progeny from the right track. O’
Allah you will see that most of them shall follow my instructions and be
ungrateful to You.”

To Blame Fate for one’s Sins is Satanic
So Allah drove away Iblis, abject and humiliated, for his arrogance and willful
defiance of Divine Authority and declared that all his followers would also

accompany him to Hell. In mankind, such behaviour stems from prolonged
indulgence in sin which blackens the heart and the person puts the onus on
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destiny, holding Allah responsible for his misdeeds. He thus becomes
rebellious before Allah like Iblis.

Prophet Adam™® and his wife were Commanded to take Paradise as their
abode and freely enjoy the hospitality, but not to go near a particular tree,
which was forbidden lest they err. Iblis was aware of the fact which was yet
unknown to Prophet Adam™, that the fruit of that tree would expose and
activate their reproductive organs. How amazing that this first human being
and the Prophet™ had been blessed with the knowledge of everything in the
entire universe but was unaware of the mysteries of his own soul! So Iblis
employed whisperings. He beguiled the twain to believe that the fruit of the
forbidden tree transforms human mortals into immortal angels, making
Paradise their permanent abode and they will never have to leave for earth. To
prove his sincerity, he swore upon Allah and posed as a real well wisher. They
innocently fell into his trap. Being clear hearted they could never expect that
anyone could swear by Allah over a lie while the heart of Iblis was in utter
darkness and he swore.

As soon as they tasted the tree their shame became manifest and they began to
cover themselves up with large leaves from Paradise. Allah called out to them:
‘Did I not forbid you to eat from that tree and did I not tell you that Iblis is to
you a manifest enemy.” Although they were beguiled, yet by way of penitence,
on realizing the mistake they called out to their Creator for Mercy; “O Allah!
Our Provider and Center of all our hopes, we have indeed wronged ourselves.
If Your Mercy and Forgiveness will not shelter us we shall stand no where.”
Allah accepted their penitence and bade them to leave for earth where they
would live and wherein they and their progeny would be laid to rest after
death. They were also informed that the enmity between them and Iblis would
go on forever, and, therefore, they must never be unaware of him; for they
have to once again return to Paradise, their final destination after Resurrection.
And they must never let this enemy of mankind deceive them once again by
making them indulge in misdeeds and alluring them away from the right path.
This Divine Address, apparently for Prophet Adam™®, is actually intended for
the entire mankind.

Section 3

26. O Children of Adam! Surely We| - oA AE CR AR
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have sent down to you a & PR i
garment covering your shame
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28.

29.

30.

and as an adormmment; and the
garment of piety — that is the

best. This is of the Signs of

Allah, that perhaps they may be
admonished.

O Children of Adam! Let not
Satan tempt you, as he has
driven forth your parents from
the Garden, divesting the twain
of the garment, that he might
discover to the twain their
shame. Surely he beholds you,
he and his tribe, in a way that
you do not behold them.
Certainly We have made the
Satans patrons of those only
who are not believers.

And when they commit an
indecency they say: we found
our fathers on it and Allah has
enjoined it on us. Say you:
certainly Allah does not enjoin

an indecency, you say falsely of

Allah what you do not know.

Say you: my Rabb has enjoined
equity, and that you shall set
your faces aright at every place
of worship, and call on Him,
making faith pure for Him.
Even as He has begun you, you
shall be brought back.

A party He has guided, and
upon a party, straying has been
justified. Assuredly they have
taken the Satans as patrons
instead of Allah and they fancy
that they are guided ones.
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approve of the extravagants. |
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Secrets of Revelation
Assign Sins to yourself and seek Divine Forgiveness

‘O Children of Adam™! We have blessed you with raiments for your shame
and as an adornment, i.e. We have created the resources and gave you the
sense to make variety of costumes for the given purposes.

If humanity is not totally lost, driving human beings below the level of
animals, both sexes do not tolerate an exposure of their shame. Allah created
the animals and birds with organic coverings but to the human beings He has
provided resources to prepare garments, basically to cover their shame and at
the same time to provide comfort, grace and protection against the weather.
Thus they design clothes for all seasons and occasions.

The Function and Need for Garments

After Prophet Adam’s™® episode, his descendants are being warned against the
Satanic alluring to expose themselves. The nude clubs and the nude cities of
modern Western civilization are a symbol of the fact that they are the
followers of Satan. A person failing to discern the need to cover his shame can
never feel embarrassed in doing any immoral act. That is why the very first
step after confessing Shahadah is to cover the privates; the obligatory worship
comes later. Those who adopt nudity despite being of sound mind and body
actually follow the Satan, while the ignorant folk take them as accomplished
saints. Indeed only an insane person can opt for exposure, because it is a basic
human instinct to cover the private parts. Also dress is not for pride and a
demonstration of affluence which the Holy Prophet>*" forbids. He rather
counsels expression of gratitude to Allah whenever a new dress is worn and
declares the donation of old clothes to the poor an act of merit.

The real attire is the human behaviour which should depict Allah’s Greatness.
Just wrapping up in colourful and expensive costumes is not attire but a
sincere relationship based on His obedience and worship is indeed an attire
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which spares a person from disgrace of both worlds and ensures eternal
dignity and success. Since nudity was made a part of worship and the infidels
would go round the K‘abah naked, Allah recapitulates the ordeal of the
parents of humanity, who tricked by Iblis to nakedness in Paradise were
immediately packed to earth. Now let not Iblis strip you too and cause you to
fall to the lowest ebbs of morality, because he and his progeny observe you
whereas you cannot see them with the physical eye. This is a precarious
situation. But Allah provided you the protection by restricting Iblis’s
friendship to the non believers. In other words, once blessed with faith it is
easy to ward off the tricks of Iblis. Besides, every wrongdoing creates a niche
in the heart for Iblis while virtue illuminates the heart and provides a
protective shield against his whisperings.

Problem with Infidelity

When Iblis takes possession of hearts, the evildoers begin to justify their sins
instead of feeling ashamed of themselves. This exactly is the dilemma of the
modern civilization. The Holy Prophet>*" is told to inform the infidels that
Allah never enjoins evil and it is indeed an enormity to ascribe it to Him. The
biggest problem with disbelief is that it deprives the infidels of Allah’s Fear.
and they start justifying their wrong doings merely to satisfy their ego in front
of others. Allah’s Commands are based on absolute justice. These are neither
so strait as to bar use of good things nor so lenient as to allow un-necessary
freedom of action. This equity in life is a sign of perfection. Unnecessary
abstinence from food or conversation or a deliberate use of tattered garments
can be a sign of pretence, but certainly not of piety. On the contrary, living
beyond means to show, indulging in useless chat or eating out of proportion
like animals are also acts of disapproval. Indeed balance in every sphere of life
is a sine qua non of Islam.

Balanced Life a Sign of Excellence

Two basic aspects are highlighted here as example. Firstly, to turn in the right
direction during Salat, meaning thereby that outward actions in worship must
be in accordance with Sunnah. The expression ‘/nda Kulle Masjidin (at every
place of worship) may mean every act of devotion In addition to Salat, so
propriety is the keynote in every action. Secondly, the purity of the motive and
inner feelings must be carefully guarded. Seek Allah with utmost sincerity
without ascribing any partners to Him, nor offer worship to invite applause
from others, as it is hypocrisy. Ignoring anyone aspect renders the other futile;
for instance, a person asserts that the outward is not important as his inner self
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is pure, simply tells a lie. For had he a purified soul he would never have
indulged in disobedience. On the other hand, if a person though outwardly
pious by virtue of his extensive worship yet inwardly seeks worldly benefits,
he is at a great loss. The spiritual system of Islam called Tareegar implies not
only the outward adherence to Shari‘ah in every action but also the inward
sincerity and devotion. And it must never be forgotten that He Wheo created
man from a state of non-existence, can most certainly resurrect him on the Day
of Judgment from the dark alleys of death. No one should even harbour any
doubt that once death overtakes him he will not return to life.

Both Aspects of Shari‘ah Inseparable

Mankind is eternally divided into two groups. One consists of the people who
follow the truth and are rightly guided. The other group comprises those who
earn misguidance because of their wrong doings. They certainly wrong
themselves by preferring the guidance of Iblis over Allah’s. Thus a continuous
induigence in sin makes their misdeeds fair seeming to them. Whereas they
should have obeyed the Messengers™ and believed in the Divine Book, vet
unfortunately they took self-made traditions as their religion.

Dress for Salat

At the time of Quranic Revelation, immodesty and nudity was the order of the
day. In Arabia it was considered a worship to go round the K*abah naked.
Islam challenged this immorality fourteen centuries ago and eradicated it
completely. Allah Commands the believers to be properly clad while offering
their Salat. It is otherwise obligatory to cover the shame, without which Salat
cannot be valid. A mature lady’s Salat is not acceptable without a shawl. Here
Allah Commands the believers to dress up properly for Salat. Just as one gets
ready for going to the office or calling on someone, it is far more important to
be presentable in the Court of Allah. Therefore, Salat in all those outfits in
which one may not feel like even visiting friends stands deprecated, although
the obligation will be fulfilled even by only covering the shame. Wearing a
vest and a loin cloth, or to put handkerchief on the head deprecates the Salat.
Allah Commands you to dress up properly for Salat and to eat and drink in
order to maintain good health. If a person starves deliberately, weakening
himself to an extent that he fails to perform his official as well as religious
duties, he will indeed be a sinner of the highest order. The jurists deduce that
this Ayah provides a proof that everything is basically permissible unless
forbidden by Shari‘ah.
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Taking Necessary Nutrition is Obligatory

Balance must not be lost even in dietary habits. Gluttony must be avoided nor
should one trespass the limits of lawful food. And remember that to declare
the lawful as forbidden or to eat the forbidden are both acts of disobedience to
Allah. A balanced diet promotes good health, both physical and mental, and is
conducive not only to proper handling of mundane affairs but also to the
fulfillment of religious obligations. This, in turn, generates a stronger faith in
the heart and increases the capacity to do good. Many sayings of the Holy
Prophet™>*" quoted in Ruh al Ma‘ani, Tafsir ibn-e Kathir and Tafsir-e-Mazhari
may be referred to for detail.

Extravagance is not permissible in any aspect of life. To throw lavish parties,
to buy clothes beyond ones means, and to display affluence on marriages by
borrowed money, to waste water during ablution even while on the bank of a
river, falls under extravagance. Its outward repercussions can be seen with the

physical eye, though the real loss is that Allah loves not the extravagant.

Section 4

32. Say you: who has forbidden the

adornment that Allah has ‘HL_,.;_E'/T-GJT.HL’L _,1.:,;.;‘_}.
produced for His servants and FE2 A 2.2,
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these shall belong to them alone

who in the life of this world () 555,50 510 s
were believers. Thus We
expound the Signs to a people
who know.

33. Say you: my Rabb has e ol
forbidden the indecencies, the .JLJL-JL,..#LL.‘_,.:-_,J'.‘_“‘. fLulLb

open thereof and the hidden .H-Li o 22t o i Y'i
thereof, and sin and high- Jﬂ"l' 4 H“’}“”'}-’”'—"JJF e/

handedness without justice and @djﬂﬁﬁﬁ}lj;ujjm
that you associate anything with| »

Allah that for which He has sent
down no warranty and that you
speak of Allah what you know
not.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

For every community there is a
doom; then when its doom is
come, not an hour will they stay
behind nor go in advance.

O Children of Adam! If there
came to you Messengers from

- among vou recounting My Signs
- to yeu, then whoever shall fear

Allah and act right, on them
shall come no fear, nor shall
they grieve.

And those who belie Our Signs
and are stiff-necked, against
them — they shall be fellows of
the Fire and therein they shall be
abiders forever.

Who does greater wrong than he
who fabricates a lie against
Allah or belies His Signs?
These! Their full portion from
the Book shall reach them until
when Our messengers come to
them causing them to die, and
say: where is that which you
were used to call upon beside
Allah? These will say: they
have strayed from us. And they
will testify against themselves
that they have been infidels.

Allah will say: enter the Fire
among the communities of those
who have passed before you, of
Jinn and mankind. So oft as a
community enters it, it shall
curse its sister, until when all
have arrived one after another
therein, the last of them will say
of the first of them: our Rabb:
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these led us astray; so mete out
to them a double torment of the
Fire. Allah will say: to each,
double; but you know not.

39, The first of them will say to the RN S e
last of them: you have then no| ¢ KL L - el s

preference over us. Taste then| g , czwdr, ozt ae oo
you all the torment for what you "}J‘T’g"'{ Golidil s Jad

were used Lo earn.

% % % k¥

Secrets of Revelation
Good Food and Clothing

Since human dignity depends entirely on Allah’s Pleasure and Approval, one
must submit to His Will and Purpose with utmost sincerity. Unlike other
ungodly religions, Islam forbids self-imposed taboos. Abstaining from
culinary delights or fine apparel is not an act of worship. Islam does not ordain
this. When Allah, the Almighty, the Real Owner, has not forbidden human
beings from enjoying good food, wearing nice clothes, or living In a
comfortable house and possessing decent transport provided all have been
acquired through lawful means how can anyone else dare do so?

It is a wrong concept that pious people wear rags, do not eat well and avoid
comfortable beds. The preachers who propagate this image support it by
examples of the austerity of the Companions™" in the early days of Islam.
Whereas the fact is that when they were impoverished they persevered in the
Way of Allah, and when victories enriched them, their affluence did not
detract them from Allah. The Holy Prophet>" himself wore fine clothes
including once a cloak worth a thousand dinar.

After the conquest of Persia and Rome the Companions™" had become very
rich. When Hadhrat Abt Hurairah™V, often hunger-stricken during the Holy
Prophet’s**¥ days, became rich due to his share of the booty, owned high pile
carpets in which his feet would sink to the ankles and he would address
himself: “Abu Hurairah! Do not forget your destitute days”. Hadhrat Al
too had become very rich while his sons were indeed princely. They had the
best of everything: food, clothing and horses. In later times, Imani Abt
Hanifah™* always wore fine clothes and so did Imam Malik®?. The iatter.
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would don a new attire everyday, out of the three hundred and sixty five
outfits presented to him and would give it away in charity that very day.
Similarly Hadhrat * Abdul Qadir Jilani*"* and Hadhrat ‘Ubaid Ullah Ahrar™""
were famous for their affluence and fine apparel. Today those who pretend to
put on patched garments as a symbol of Wilayah are indeed wrong, as the
food, the clothing and the means of conveyance of a person must reflect the
bounties that Allah has bestowed upon him. Otherwise, it would be an act of
sheer ingratitude.

The references to the austerity and simplicity of the Companions™*" during
the early days of Islam are based on the fact that in those days the believers
were not very rich and whatever they had was diverted to the Cause of Allah.
But once they became affluent, they did wear fine clothes. However, the
Sunnabh is that one should not be lavish in his living and be content with what
he has and thank Allah for it. On the other hand, one should never borrow
money for what he cannot afford, nor should he abstain from good standard of
living if Allah has blessed him with affluence. He should not opt for cheaper
stuff when he can easily afford better. Sometimes the saints restrain the
seekers from fine garments and sumptuous food as part of their training in
Tazkiyah. Once self restraint is achieved and the seekers are strong enough to
resist the forbidden, the restrictions are lifted.

Non believers Enjoy because of the Believers!

Allah declares that those worthy of His bounties arc indeed the believers.
Even in this worldly life it is the believer who deserves the best, whereas the
infidel enjoys everything only because of him. Indeed the entire cycle of
sustenance; the rainfall, the growth of crops and the ripening of fruits goes on
because of the believers as the lifeline of this universe is Zikr Allah, only
practised by the believers. Deprived of it, the universe will simply fall apart.
Thus a believer is the cause for the continuation of these blessings, and
deserves to enjoy them. Besides, a believer uses lawful means for earning
livelihood and does not usurp the rights of others. On the contrary, the
economic system of the non believers revolves around the idea of depriving
many to the benefit of the privileged few. Why should these transgressors be
considered worthy of enjoying better things than the believers? There is no
reason.

Some of the Commentators explain that the worldly blessings that a non
believer enjoys in this world only act as a source of increase in his eternal
torment. Whereas there is always a risk that the worldly possessions may be
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lost, it is certain that these will remain behind at death. Compared to this, a
believer qualifies for eternal bliss by showing gratitude for what he is blessed
with. According to Hadith, when there will not remain on earth a single soul
remembering Allah, this world will be torn apart. This endorses the very fact
discussed above that the facilities of this world exist because of the believers.
One must, therefore, avail them according to his status. A deliberate
preference for inferior things involves many a sins, of which ingratitude and
pretence top the list.

Abstaining from Sin Invites His Mercy

Contrary to this mundane life, where Allah’s general Mercy embracing all
mankind is manifested, it will be His selective Mercy at display in the
Hereafter. It will deprive the non believers of all the blessings and the
believers alone would be able to avail them. Everyone shall personally witness
the deprived and the blessed ones. The Almighty reveals and explains the
matter at length for everyone to understand. The Quran outrightly rejects the
commonly held idea that to avail the affluence bestowed by Allah is against

piety.

Allah can be pleased only by abstaining from the forbidden; for instance, all
acts of immorality and oppression. All acts of obscenity, whether done in
public or in private, discussed with others or brooded over within oneself, are
forbidden. Oppression comprises /thm i.e. those sins which are related to ones
own self and Baghye i.e. those which are related te the rights of others. All
such acts of excess are emphatically forbidden. Allah forbids imputing any
partners to Him i terms of His Unity or His Attributes. Tins indeed is a very
serious transgression. Similarly ascribing such orders to Allah that He has
never given is also calumnious; for example, to create innovations in religion
and to adopt ways never endorsed by Shari‘ah, considering them to be acts of
merit The polytheists and the ignorant pretend to be pious by donning patched
garments and eating sparsely, while they continue to plunder their devotees
and also drive them to all sorts of mnovations and sinful rituals. Their end
would indeed be bleak. It must be remembered that for every nation and
community there 1s respite till a certain time and limit. When that is over, the
Divine Punishment can neither be averted nor postponed. Every evil doer shall
eventually meet his end.
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Devotion to Holy Prophet™" only Road to Salvation

O’ mankind! You were clearly told on the Day of the Covenant. while in the
Realm of Spirits that Allah’s Prophets and Messengers™ will continue to
bring His Message unto you through all Ages. None will remain deprived. It
was also made clear that whoever would develop a relationship with Allah by
obedience will neither fear nor grieve. He would be content with his past and
hopeful of his future. Simultaneously it was also clartfied that those who
would deny the teachings of the Prophets™ in self conceit and arrogance shall
be eternally condemned to Hell. This is because their crime is indeed grave; as
denial of the Prophetic teachings involves, firstly, the out right rejection of
Allah, by itself a great violence, and secondly, fabrication of a whimsical
religion, thereby ascribing falschood to Allah. This will certainly invoke
Allah’s Wrath; manifested by Hell. However, 1t is a separate issue that Allah
blessed them in this life with provisions, giving them respite and the freedom
of choice to opt for either, truth or falsehood. Therefore, if someone opts for
falsehood, neither his provisions nor his life is taken away. Yet this outward
affluence of the non believers must not beguile the onlookers.

Angels Speaking to non Believers at Death

When the Angels of Death approach the non believers, they tell them that their
term of action is over and they must now get ready for the reckoning. The
angels question them why their deities whom they preferred over Allah are
nowhere to be seen. They ought to have been present to requite their
worshippers and to help them in this difficult moment. The non believers, in
reply, shall remorsefully endorse their own crime, adding that out of sheer
waywardness, they had given others the status of worship and adoration only
deserved by Allah.

And when the Judgment is delivered, the non believing amongst the mankind
and the Jinn will be commanded to enter Hell along with their alike
precursors. In fact, every non believer will be joined in Hell with the other of
the same category. All new entrants would accurse those already admitted for -
the bad precedent they had set leading to the perdition of their followers.
When all the dwellers of Hell would have reached their destined locations, the
ones entering in the end would plead before Allah to punish those preceding
them twice as much, for their misleading role.

Therefore, the Fire will be intensified and the condemned will be told: *“You
all are subjected to an ever increasing doom which you will equally share.
This is the consequence of your being accomplices in sin and evil, which in
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fact was the worst enmity.” Those admitted to Hell earlier will in turn tell their
successors that they too were no less guilty, because they turned away from
Allah’s Commands and adopted the absurd rituals of their ancestors.
Therefore, all of them will have an equal share in the horrid consequences,
May Allah protect us!

40.

42.

43.

Section 5

Assuredly those who belie Our
Signs and are stiffnecked against
them, for them will not be
opened the portals of heaven nor
will they enter the Garden until
a camel passes through the eye
of a needle. Thus do We requite
the culprits.

Theirs will be a bed in Hell, and
over them coverings, Thus do
We requite the wrong doers.

And those who believed and
worked righteous works — We
burden not a soul except
according to its capacity — they
are the fellows of the Garden;
therein they shall be abiders
forever.

And We shall recover whatever
of rancour may be in their
breasts, rivers flowing beneath
them, and they will say: all
measure of praise be to Allah
Who has guided us on to this,
we were not such as to find
guidance were it not that Allah
had guided us; the Messengers
of your Rabb came with truth.
And this shall be cried out to

them: this is the Garden; it you|
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44,

45.

46.

47,

inherit for what you have been
working.

And the fellows of the Garden
shall cry out to the fellows of
the Fire: surely we have found
true what our Rabb had
promised us, have you found
true what your Rabb had
promised you? They shall say:
yea! Then a crier in between
them shall cry; the curse of
Allah be upon the wrong-doers.

Those who hindered frorn the
Way of Allah and would seek to
render it crooked and in the
Hereafter they were
disbelievers.

And between the twain there
will be a wveil, and on the
Heights will be men recognizing
them all by their marks; and they
will cry to the fellows of the
garden: peace be on you. They
will not have yet entered it while
they will be longing.

And when their eyes will be
turned to the fellows of the Fire,
they will cry: our Rabb! Place
us not with these wrongdo‘ng
people.

%k k%
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Secrets of Revelation

Reason For Not having Faith in Supplheations

Those who refuse to accept Divine Revelations and display arrogance, their
worldly pomp and show is nothing but a facade. They are denied access into
the heavens and will not be allowed into Paradise until a camel can pass
through a needle’s eye. This is to highlight the impossibility of their salvation.
The scholars elaborate upon the various aspects of this denial. Firstly, their
supplications are denied access to Allah’s Court, which in itself is a big
punishment. This is why very few people believe in supplications because the
doors of the heavens are only opened for those who have faith. Majority of the
pecple rely on the material sources whereas supplication is a much more
effective source. Secondly, in the light of Ahadith the scholars elaborate upon
circumstances when the Spirit of a believer is taken across the heavens
immediately after death to the Divine Court. The angels escort it with respect;
it is honoured at every heaven while on its way and is further honoured by its
presence in the Divine Court. The questioning in the grave is carried out on its
return whence its connection is established with Paradise. The emancipated is
thus blessed with the view and fragrance of Paradise. Further details of this
will follow.

But in case of a miserable non-believer, the angels of death approach him with
a terrifying appearance, painfully seize his Spirit and escort it to the heavens
where it is denied admission and is outrightly rejected. The angels fling it back
into its physical body and after the questioning is over, its link is established
with Hell, assigning the Register of Conduct to the Sijjin.

Illiyin and Sijjin are two sections of Barzakh: the former ascends upwards
while the latter is located in the deeper regions inside the earth. The Illiyin is
allocated to the noble Spirits, while Sijjin is the abode of the non believers and
all those condemned to perdition. They continue to descend deep down
according to their levels and therein shall be imprisoned their Spirits along
with their records.

Lack of Satisfaction

Yet the third explanation is that the Spirit is associated with ‘Alam-e-Amr, a’
Realm which begins where the limits of ‘ Alam-e-Khalq comprising the heavens,
the ‘Urtish and the Grand Throne, end. Faith gives life to the Qalb and the Spirit
while righteous deeds and pious company provide it excellence, until the
Spirit establishes a connection with *Alam-e-Amr after traversing the heavens
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and the "Urish. This journey of the Spirit is called Suluk, the sublime Sufi
Path and the various stages of this Path are known as stations- of Suluk.
Together with faith and righteous conduct, the condition of noble company 1s
imperative, because the Spirit cannot traverse this Path by itself. The
Companions™ received this power in the company of the Holy Prophet™™;
the Tab*ain acquired it in the company of the Companions™* and so the Chain
of Transmission continues. A seeker has to strive at his own, but cannot find
the Path without the Shaikh. The problem of infidelity is that the gateway to
heavens is not opened for an infidel’s Spirit. Therefore, he cannot gain any
“access to the realities of *Alam-e-Amr, nor can he receive any benefit from
them. And so long as the Spirit is not blessed with a link with the *Alam-e-
Amr, neither can a person engage in a continuous Zikr nor can he attain peace
of mind. This indeed is a great misfortune, an inevitable consequence of
infidelity. Had the infidels embraced faith and mended their ways they too had
the natural capacity to attain there spiritual levels; but they opted for the path

leading to Hell, a place for eternal and agonizing punishments.

The Path to Paradise is the Easiest

On the contrary, those who take Shahadah and adopt the life style laid down
by Allah and work for His Pleasure are blessed with a very easy life. They are
never told to do anything beyond their capacity. There can be no better
concept of convenience. One is allowed to leave what one cannot possibly do.
However, what one can do must be done in accordance with Allah’s directions
as conveyed by His Prophet™", Such law abiders will be the eternal dwellers
of Paradise and will never experience anything unpleasant. It is very natural
for two good persons to develop ill feelings for one another in this worldly
life. They can have a difference of opinion and can also be annoyed with one
another. But Paradise is a place, wherein all bitterness and malice will be
erased from the bosoms of its dwellers leaving only love for everyone. The
pleasures in Paradise will be subject to the choice of its residents, who while
expressing their gratitude to Allah will cry out: “O Allah! It is indeed a great
favour that you admitted us to this exalted place by Your Mercy. Indeed Your
Messengers™ had come with the Truth and You gave us the capacity to obey
them”.

Stages of Guidance

There are different stages of guidance, which stands for progress in attaining
Allah’s Nearness, knowing no limits. That is why every Muslim, from an
ordinary believer to the Holy Prophet®™ prays: “Guide us to the Straight
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Path”. Even the entry into Paradise is a manifestation of Divine Guidance,
which will continue to grow by the minute. Thus there is no limit to guidance
or the stations of Sultk and the states of Allah’s Nearness. The believers will
be told that Paradise belongs to them because of their loyalty to Allah and His
Prophet™*", which they practically demonstrated in their worldly life.

Dialogue Between the Twain

The dwellers of Paradise will converse with those eternally condemned to Hell
for their disbelief. In this worldly phase of life the physical body is entrusted
with responsibility while the Rth is subordinated to it. In Barzakh it will be
the reverse. From the Day of Reckoning onwards both body and the Riih will
be equally responsible. Any spiritual or physical comfort or distress will be
experienced equally by both. Just as believers in Paradise will be able to see
the distant dweller of Hell, so shall a non believer, in the Hell be able to see
those in Paradise, and both will talk to each other. This visualization will
generate feelings of gratitude in a believer and that of wistfulness in a non
believer.

Insight in Worldly Life

The light of faith can enable a believer to attain insight in this very world, and
this is also brought about by the spiritual states. These states or feelings can
only be transmitted from one enlightened heart to another. The hearts of the
Prophets™ are blessed with the highest spiritual powers, which enable them to
converse with Allah. Witnessing the Barzakh, talking to the angels and
receiving information from ‘Alam-e-Amr is the basis of religion, as the entire
Din 1s revealed through these sources. Similarly a believer moving in the
footsteps of the Holy Prophet™" attains the spiritual insight or observation;
this indeed is termed as Wilayah Khasah (Sublime Sainthood) or the spiritual
insight of the faith. A Prophet™ attains this directly whereas a Wali gets it
through obedience to the Prophet™. The former is perfect, while observation
by the latter i1s correct only until it remains within the pale of Prophetic
teachings; otherwise he has erred. The distinction for a believer is that he can
attain the spiritual insight in this very world, which is impossible for a non
believer. Since in the Hereafter the Spirit too will have equal sensory powers,
therefore, the non believer will also be able to observe. But in this worldly life
it 1s only possible through the light of faith, earnest seeking and the company
of an accomplished Shaikh.
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The dwellers of Paradise will address those in Fire: “We have found Allah’s
promises fulfilled. Although you made fun of us in the life of the world and
never missed any opportunity to belittle us, yet what we believed in did
happen. How did you fare? Did the warnings conveyed by the Prophets™ over
various matters turn out to be true?” They will reply: “Undoubtedly, they all
came out to be true to the last detail.” Then a crier shall proclaim: “Allah has
accursed the transgressors who exerted all their efforts towards hindering
people from the Path of Allah, and those who tried to create crooked ways of

their own choice and denied the Hereafter”.

The Intervening Wall between the two groups is called the Al-A‘raf over
which some people would have been detained. It is not a dwelling place or
residence but just a stopover. According to the Holy Prophet™*" there will be
some believers whose good and evil deeds would have weighed equally on the
Scales. They will neither qualify for Paradise nor for Hell, and after crossing
the Bridge will be detained at Al-A‘raf.

These souls will recognize people on both sides by their faces, and will rejoice
on seeing those in Paradise. They will intensify their prayers for admission
into Paradise and will send messages of goodwill to their friends therein. But
when they will turn to see the other way, they will cry out to Allah for Mercy
and protection against the fate of the evil doers whom they will also clearly
recognize. The Holy Prophet™*" adds that they will be finally given Divine
Permission to enter the bliss. May Allah bless us with the company of noble
souls in this life too!

Section 6

48. The fellows of the Heights will
cry to the men whom they
would recognize by their marks,
and say: your multitude availed
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come no fear nor shall you
grieve.

And the fellows of the Fire will|
cry to the fellows of the Garden:
pour out on us some water or
anvthing what Allah has
provided you with. They will
say: surely Allah has forbidden
them both to the infidels.

Who took their religion as an
idle sport and a play and whom
the life of the world beguiled.
So today We shall forget them
even as they neglected the
meeting of this Day of theirs and
as they were ever denying Our
Signs.

And surely We have brought to
them a Book which We have
detailed according to
knowledge, a guidance and a
Mercy to a people who believe.

They await only its fulfillment.
The Day whereon its fulfillment
arrives those who had been
negligent to it will say: surely
the Messengers of our Rabb
brought the truth; are their no
intercessors for us that they
might intercede for us or could
we be sent back that we might
work otherwise than we were
used to work? Surely they have
lost themselves, and there has
strayed from them what they
were used to fabricate.
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Secrets of Revelation

The People at A*raf will recognize those in Hell by their faces. They will also
be aware of their worldly conduct when they, out of sheer arrogance and
conceit. had not only become oblivious of Allah’s Greatness and the Hereafter
but also mocked at the pious. They used to taunt at their worship, their trust in
Allah, their miseries and their belief in Divine Rewards in the Hereafter.
Today the People at A'raf will remind the dwellers of the Fire of their past
attitude towards the righteous and will ask them about their mundane power
and wealth, which allured them away from the right path and failed them
completely. They will point out towards the dwellers of Paradise and ask those
in Fire to see for themselves the manifestations of Allah’s Pleasure and His
Promise to the successful. that they shall neither fear anything nor grieve.

The Manifestation of Divine Mercy

People usually believe that wealth and power are symbols of Divine Approval,
while these indeed become sources of eternal pain if they tempt a person away
from Allah’s Obedience. However, if one is also blessed with the capacity to
obey, then these surely are a proof of His Mercy. When His Obedience is
complemented with lawful wealth and powers to govern and enforce His
Laws on others, such power and influence are indeed a gift of Allah’s Mercy.
It must be borne in mind that power and wealth, which alienates from Allah, is
a symbol of His Annoyance, not His Approval.

The People of the Fire will call out to the People of Paradise in desperation,
begging them to spare them some water and eatables from the rivers flowing
by and the orchards all around them. The People of the Paradise will answer
that all these belong to the Almighty, Who has denied these to the non
believers. According to a saying of the Holy Prophet™*" the bonds of kinship
and love drive us only in this world as the continuity of the human race
depends on them. The effects of such relationship can be experienced to a
certain extent in the Barzakh also, as Barzakh too is connected at one end to
this world and at the other to the Hereafter. But after the Day of Judgment
these ties will be severed leaving only the bonds of Faith and Spirit. However,
alongwith the bond of faith if there also exists a bond of blood, it will be a
bonus. Otherwise even if the son is condemned to Hell the father will not feel
the slightest concern, and vice versa. Another Hadith suggests that the Day of
Judgment will break all bonds extept between those who gathered only to
seek Allah and separated in the same Cause.
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The Curse of Innovations

If the Magnificence and the Greatness of Allah is compared to the dwarfness
of those who became arrogant and conceited over this petty world and erred,
one might ask that Allah is so Great whereas these people in Hell failed out of
sheer ~weakness; why then, has He imposed such a strict embargo as
mentioned above?

The answer is that their crime is not only giving up the worship, but also the
rituals and innovations they had concocted and observed with the hope of
earning a reward. They had taken religion as a pastime, which means to
indulge in all those activities which are undertaken purely for the satisfaction
of fancies. such as musical concerts, lavish parties and mixed gatherings for
fun.

These condemned people had adopted vices like those mentioned above in the
name of religion and worship. The reason was that the temporal life allured
them into ignoring the realities, even those about the Day of Judgment and
assembly before Allah. Had they paid any heed to these matters they would
have certainly taken guidance from the Prophets™ of Allah and obeyed Him.
On the contrary they denied all the Divine Commandments and displayed
arrogance. The requital corresponds to the nature of deeds. Therefore, just as
they had forgotten Allah’s Greatness and their assembly before Him on the
Day of Judgment, so has Aah completely discarded them.

Allah conveyed His Message, which was a comprehensive guidance on all
matters as well as a manifestation of His Mercy. But instead of appreciating
this blessing they deliberately denied it. So whatever they suffer is the result of
their own conduct.

Barakah of the Prophethood

These ignorant people merely waited to see whether or not the disasters
foretold by the Divine Book would ever occur. But they did not realize that
when the promised doom will come the time to act will be over, leaving no
room for reformation.

After being enlightened with faith if one is also fortunate enough to be
honoured with the Barakah of the Holy Prophet™", he develops a strong
belief and trust in all that is foretold in the Divine Book. An accomplished
Shaikh is a trustee of these Barakah. Due to his company if a seeker begins to
develop strength in his faith in the Hereafter as well as an inclination to do
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good. he has achieved the desired goal. On the other hand, becoming a disciple
only for worldly gains 1s a sham.

Divine Providence

W hien evervthing will be exposed, all those who had denied the Hereafter will
contess that undoubtedly the Messengers™ of their Rabb were sent with
truth. Here the Messengers™ are being associated with the Attributive Name
Rabb instead of the Personal Name Allah. This is because the raising of
Prophets and Messengers™ is befitting to Divine Providence. Just as He has
provided for the physical needs, He has also fulfilled all the spiritual needs by
sending His chosen people as His Messengers™.

The condemned people will now wistfully wish for an -intercessor. but
intercession will be denied to the non believers. They will beg to be returned
to life so that they could atone for past follies and be obedient to Allah. In
other words, they will confess that had they wanted they could have lived a
noole life but they opted for evil, and destroyed themselves. Nothing will
come to their rescue, nor the fabrications in the name of religion be of any
avail. Instead these will be a source of punishment.
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Secrets of Revelation

O’ mankind! Your Rabb was indeed Merciful and Munificent Whe, before
vour creation, favoured you by completion of the heavens and the earth in six
days. Although He had the power to do so mstantly but He preferred a
gradual, deliberated and nicely organized mode of action. By domg so He. in a
way, has guided mankind not to make hasty decisions but to settle all matters
after careful deliberation to avoid regretting later. He, therefore. created the
earth in two days, dand in the following two created the sources of human
habitation; the mountains, rivers, minerals and plantations. This adds up to
four days. And He fashioned the heavens in another two days with all the
features. The Commentators assert that all was completed in six days and no
work was done on the seventh day.

Now the question is how were the days calculated before the creation of the
sun and the moon? The learned précursors beautifully answer that in Paradise
there will neither be sun nor moon, but the alterat'on of days and nights will
go on. Similarly, before the creation of the heavens and the earth, the cycle of

383



days and nights was according to the Divine Knowledge. The days and nights
we know are worldly, while those discussed here connote those only known to
Allah.

The Favours of Providence

A single day in the Hereafter is comparable to fifty thousand years of this
world. The sun, that we know as a symbol of daytime will not be there in the
Hereafter. The point being made here is that people calling out for help to the
Rabb on this Day of Judgment should have appreciated His Munificence,
displaved in the creation of such a vast universe even before their birth. He
created the earth with its unlimited wonders and the heavens laden with
Barakah. Then He chose the Great “Arsh as a source of His Refulgence, thus
opening up an orifice to His Cognition unto mankind. By creating the
alternation of days and nights, He blessed the entire creation with an
immaculate proportion and determined the hours of activity and relaxation.
The vast universe full of stars and planets is being governed only by His
Omnipotence and is functioning impeccably to serve mankind. Ever since the
creation, all the heavenly bodies are performing their duty diligently and with
flawless punctuality.

It 1s as clear as daylight that to Allah belongs everything, and it is He Alone
Who creates, maintains and governs everything. The declaration: “Then He
settled Himself on the Throre™ involves realities beyond human
understanding. Therefore, it is obligatory to believe in it as it is. Since the
Companions™™" neither questioned nor argued over such matters, any
discussion would amount to innovation. “Arsh stands for a Royal Throne
which can be associated to Allah in the same way as the K abah is connected
to Him by virtue of being called Bait Allah (House of Allah) The ‘Arsh is
the Qibla for supplications, and that is why the hands are raised towards it;
though Allah 1s present everywhere. Thus He made the ‘Arsh the
fountainhead of His.Splendour. To Him belong ‘Alam-e-Khalg bearing all
things created. and beyond it is the ‘Alam-e-Amr Command comprising the
subtleties. According to Siifis this Ayah proves the co-existence of the two
Realms. And all that is lying within these two belongs to the Sovereign Ruler
Alone. He is not dependant on anyone for existence or sustenance. Everything
is indeed created and sustained by Him.

Therefore. it is only appropriate for people continuously benefiting from His
Bounties to engage in His Zikr and to supplicate with humility and awe, as He
“does not approve trespassing even in the supplications. For instance, it is not
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proper to pray for things forbidden by Shari‘ah or for things logically
unreasonable and impossible or to invent ways of supplication.

The Suppiication (Du‘a)

The word Du‘a denotes both seeking the fulfilment of needs. as well as
worships. Besides, it also means simple remembrance. that is, to remember
Him, to ask only from Him and to worship Him. Therefore, the proper
manner of supplication is that one must put forth his request before Allah
quietly in a polite manner. It should not be a display of vocabulary to impress
others as is a routine practice today. Rather it should be done quietly, with
humility and awe and this indeed is the best way of worship. A worship that
can be kept private should not be made public sc as to confine the matter

between the devotee and Allah lest it becomes a pretence.
Zikr-e-Khaffi

Du"a also means Zikr Allah, practised with humility and in secrecy. The Sifis
practise Zikr-e-Jahar (Loud Zikr) also. It is supported by the Sunnah provided
it is neither done in pretence nor should it be a source of inconvenience to
others. However, the superiority of Zikr-e-Khaffi is proved in Hadith: “The
best Zikr is Zikr Khaffi, and the best provision is that which suffices for one’s
maintenance.”

The specific occasions of Zikr-e-Jahar recounted by the Holy Prophet™>*"
himself are Azan, Igamah (announcement to rise for the Salat) recitation of the
Quran in specified cycles of Salat etc. where it is obligatory. Besides these,
Zikr-e-Khaffi is better as well as more beneficial. Excess must be avoided in
matters of Zikr, Du‘a and worship. One should neither innovate nor promote
rituals but must always adhere to the ways of the Holy Prophet>*", as Allah
does not approve of transgressors.

Mischief on Earth

Allah perfected the earth and gave all His creations a viable, comfortable and
immaculate order of life. He also provided for the inner reformation of
mankind by sending His Messengers™ and Scriptures, so that there may never
be any oppression or polytheism. So O’ people! Do not create discord on earth
bv disobeying Allah, making it a troublesome abode for yourself and for
others. Sin leads to disobedience of Allah, a grave crime by itself. It also
influences the environment and every object of the universe, creating mischief
and maifunction. What was created for the comfort of mankind turns nto a

385




source of trouble. The routine provisions of life like food, drink and other
amenities become a cause of misery and disease. When matters exceed the
limits, people begin to oppress each other. They rejoice in killing and are
always at daggers drawn with one another. As a result, the air, the water and
the earth turn against them; storms and earthquakes rock the lands while
deluge visits habitations. All this is the immediate outcome of human conduct
whereas the everlasting results will be seen in the Hereafter. It will certainly
be far more dreadful than the calamities of this world. Therefore, a sin must
not only be seen as a mere slip but its effects must be kept in view. Firstly, 1t
degenerates actions, then it blackens the inner self and lastly it disrupts the
entire universe. By being responsible for this turmoil, a person qualifies for
Allah’s Wrath in the eternal life, which becomes grievous and wistful. May
Allah protect us! '

The only solution to this problem is perpetual Zikr, a fear of disobeying Him
and optimism about His Mercy. The realization of Allah’s Greatness is
obtained through continuous Zikr and in company of the accomplished saints.
When the heart is blessed with Allah’s Zikr, a person gives priority to his
obligations. Although occasional errors cannot be ruled out, yet His
Obedience and repentance invoke His Mercy. Therefore, always remember
Him with humility and in secrecy, i.e. within yourself, keeping an eye on your
failings. At the same time have complete trust in His Mercy, which is always
with the righteous. This refers to all those who are blessed with even an iota of
His Cognition and who lead their lives always mindful that they are constantly
under His Vigilance.

His general Mercy looks out for those in need. It is He Who blows winds, that
carry clouds laden with millions of gallons of water in the form of vapour
looking for places hit by the drought. They again transform into water and
pour down to satiate the arid zones. The barren land resuscitates and is
adorned once again with greenery and flowers. Trees of various species bear
fruits and the cycle of life moves on. It is the conclusive evidence that Allah is

Omnipotent and is certainly capable of resurrecting those lost in the valley of
death.

Watch the marvels of His Omnipotence! How could water mount the air? But
He did it and fashioned it into a permanent system. The vapour is
continuously formed and carried in the form of clouds in the atmosphere,
without any trace of water. If we pass through a cloud it looks like fog. It is not
floating perchance but drifts by Divine Will and pours down as rainfall in the
places of His Choice. Still more surprising is the effect it produces on the
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lifeless and drought stricken soil. Rainfall heralds glad tidings and the Divine
Omnipotence allows tiny seeds to flourish into crops. grass. vines and trees
and within days life prevails once again. Similarly. the dead buried in the soil
will be quickened once again. Whereas the whole process drives one to pender
over the vastness of Divine Mercy and to rely on it. there is also a lesson that
resurrection will be nothing strange as the wonders of Divine Power continue
to be manifested before us, day in and day out.

The Soil of the Qalb

As seen commonly, the results of rainfall vary with the quality of the soil
receiving 1t Fertile land is laden with flowers while nothing grows on the
barren and salinated patches. Even if it does, it is of very inferior quality and is
useless for mankind. Same is the case with human Qulib. The Qalb
enlightenied with Zikr learns a lesson at every step and progresses towards His
Nearness constantly. But if the soil of the Qalb is saline. even the Divine Avat
have no impact on it, nor can it appreciate the benefits of Divine Blessings.,
enjoyed by the grateful people through every living moment. In other words.
the Qulub having potential receive continuous guidance to the right path. The
Divine blessings descend like rain on evervone. but those deprived of the
capacity remain unaffected.
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Secrets of Revelation

The Iiterary aspect of all this discourse attending human life is before us like
the story of Prophet Nuh™ and his people. who defied Allah’s
Commandments but He still did not deprive them of His Mercy. He favoured
them with His Messenger ", like a down pour on arid land. According 1o
Tatsir-e-Mazhari. Prophet Nuh™ was born in the eighth generation of Prophet
Adam™, Until his arrival the Divine Commandments revealed had mostly
dealt with human needs while infidelity and polvtheism had also raised their
ugly head. He was. therefore. the first Prophet™ who had to fight against these
two evils. According to Hadith. he was conferred with Prophethood at the age
of forty. and lived for sixty vears after the Deluge. He preached for nine
hundred and fifty years from his raising. until the Deluge. Some scholars
assert that his real name was Sakan while others list him as “Abdul Ghaftar,
The Deluge devastated the world Killing evervone except those who boarded
his Ark and who eventually became the procreators of human race to follow.
Prophet Niih ™ has also been referred to as Adam-e-Thani (the second Adam)
and also as Adam-e-Asghar (Adam minor).
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The Beginning of Polytheism

Intoxicated with superfluous wealth and pedigree people began to lead their
lives in extravagance and leisure according to their own whims. They took to
infidelity and polytheism. Religion being a basic component of human
temperament, once a person closes his eyes to the Magnificence of Allah
some other name occupies His place in the heart. This is where the polytheism
originates from. Since a polytheist is deprived of Divine Guidance. he
indulges in fabricating rituals of his own choice and observes them as religion.
This was the state of affairs when Prophet Nuh™ was raised. He invited his
nation to worship Allah and warned them of the devastating consequences of
polytheism.

The Beneficiaries of Rituals

A particular class of people benefits from the rituals promoted in the name of
religion, by assuming power and amassing wealth. These people assume the
role of leaders or chieftains or religious mentors. Whenever the rituals they
thrive at are challenged, it is this class which vociferates the most. They
declare the one who rejects these rituals as wayward. This was also the answer
given by the chieftains to Prophet Nuh™ that he had gone astray by rejecting
the practices of his forefathers. They were told that it was impossible because
he had been appointed as Allah’s Prophet and Messenger™®,

Prophethood Mark of Divine Providence.

Allah is the Rabb of the worlds. The epitome of His Creativity is the creation
that was to be blessed with His Cognition. This sublime favour can only be
dispensed through the Institution of Prophethood. Therefore, Allah the
Magnificent Rabb had assigned this important task to Prophet Nih™®. He
reassured the people that he had no intention to force the Divine Message on
them. They needed not worry that in supersession of the practices of their
forefathers he was imposing his own views. He was only a Messenger™® of
Allah and it was his assigned duty to convey the Divine Message to them.
This is because the knowledge which a Prophet™® receives directly from Allah
can be attained by the people only through him. There is no other source.

Prophet Nuh™ reiterated that he was there to pass on the treasures of wisdom
and cognition to the people, as they needed them. There was nothing
surprising that Allah had chosen someone from amongst them to be His
Prophet. This i1s entirely His Choice. It must, however, be remembered that
Prophets™ sent unto mankind ought to be human beings so that the mankind

389



may benefit from them. It is the duty of a Prophet™ to forewarn people of the
impending dangers inherent in the invisible eftects of beliefs and practices. In
other words, he cautions of what will be manifested in the Hereafter. The aim
of his efforts is that people should qualify for Allah’s Mercy by opting for the
right path in terms of beliefs and practices formulated and approved by Allah
Himself. This indeed is Tagwa and the sure path to eternal bliss. Just as He
sends clouds laden with vitality to the barren soil, He also dissipates the lights
of Prophethood to the dispirited hearts. However, the soil affected by salinity
does not benefit from the downpour. Similarly the heart turns saline after a
limit of wrongdoings is exceeded, and no longer benefits from the Prophetic
radiance.

So the people overwhelmingly defied Prophet Nuh™. He ceaselessly
conveyed Allah’s Message for nine hundred and fifty years and only eighty
men and women accepted. Those who denied at last met their fate and were
wiped out by the Deluge. Only the believers were saved who had boarded the
Ark with Prophet Nth™. Those who perished had acted as if blind and had
failed to recognize the truth. Vain desires and carnal pleasures had blinded
them; indeed, blind were their hearts.

Section 9
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70.
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Do vou marvel that an|
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you are of the truthful. |

Had said: surely there have
befallen you wrath and
indignation from vour Rabb. Do
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names you have named, you and|
vour fathers, for which Allah
has sent down no warranty?
Wait then: | also will be of those
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Then We delivered him and
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would not be believers.
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Secrets of Revelation
The Unity of Allah

As time rolled on the inhabitants of earth flourished and multiplied. In the fifth
generation of Prophet Nih™ was born a person named ‘Ad. who was 2
descendant of Prophet Nuh's™ son Sam. ‘Ad was a man of such prominence
that the entire nation became known as Qaum-e-*Ad (People of *Ad).

The descendants of ‘Ad’s brother became known as the Children of Thamid.
and also as ‘Ad Thani (‘Ad the Second). According to the historians. Irum
was the grandfather of ‘Ad. That is why these people have also been referred
to as ‘Ad-e-Irum in history. They were well built, tall, strong and affluent,
blessed with fertile lands yielding golden crops. Their orchards were laden
with fruits. In short, they had every possible provision, in abundance. and this
led them into heedlessness of Allah. Intoxicated with wealth and power they
indulged in polytheism and defiance. This tragic level of their spiritual ailment
demanded a healing through Divine Providence. Therefore, Allah raised
amongst them Prophet Hid™, a descendant of Sam. Prophethood is an honour
conferred only upon mankind. and no other creation has ever been blessed
with. This 1s because humans could have only benefited from their own
species. But here the favour was doubled as Prophet Hud™* was also from the
same community and lineage. He blatantly told his people to worship Allah,
as He Alone is worthy of worship.: The Unity of Allah was the basic and the
foremost concept preached by all the Messengers™ and has always been the
corner-stone of all Divine Religions. It must be remembered that concept of
Unity demands having a single focal point of all hopes, whereas mere verbal
declaration of Allah’s Oneness will in fact be a superficial acceptance of
Unity.

Prophet Huad™ told his people that their relationship with Allah had
deteriorated so much that they no longer felt embarrassed over their conduct,
Belief in Unity of Allah actually depends upon one’s inner relation with Him,
termed as Tagwa. Once this link is broken, a person begins to idolize many as
his Rabb, even though he is not vocal about it.

The chieftains of ‘Ad who were rejoicing their leadership due to the false
religion were outraged. They told him that his words made no sense to them.
How could the propensities and practices of their forefathers, which had
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always proved beneficial, be wrong? He was ether unaware or had some
vested interest, they said.

Prophet Had™® rebutted that he was certainly not insane, as whatever he had
told them could only have been discerned by a Prophet™. All the
philosophers, savants and intellectuals of the world put together can never find
a clue to Allah’s Attributes. It is the Prophets™ who know, being directly
instructed by Him. Prophet Hid™® added that he too was Allah’s Messenger
and was assigned to convey the Message of the Creator and the Provider of the
universe. Moreover, his sole aim was not only to convey the Message but he
also deeply sympathized with them. He sincerely wanted to help them improve
their ways as he was also a trustee. Prophets™ are trustees in all matters; that
is, in conveying the Divine Message, exerting efforts and sincerely wishing to
reform people.

He inquired as to why did it amaze them that Allah had chosen a commoner
from amongst them for Prophethood, and not a chieftain or an angel, to inform
them of the end results of their deeds! He told his people to remember the
times gone by, when Prophet Nih™ was sent as Allah’s Messenger, whose
teachings were the same. Repudiation of his teachings had destroyed the
disobedient. Allah erased them from the face of this earth and brought in a
generation (the ‘Ad) stronger and more powerful, blessed with prosperity and
affluence. It was only appropriate that they should show gratitude to the Real
Bestower, rather than stubbornly clinging to their religious heritage. They
bragged that if Allah would punish them for being loyal to their deities, then
let it happen. In any case they would never abandon the rituals of their
ancestors.

A Sign of Allah’s Annoyance

When sin crosses certain limits, it invokes Allah’s Wrath, symbolized by the
loss of the capacity to repent. Instead of being embarrassed, a person feels
proud of his wickedness. This state of affairs is a punishment by itself and it
was the condition of People of ‘Ad when Prophet Hid™ was raised. He
repeatedly warned them. He declared that it was a punishment from Allah that
they were exerting all their energies in proving hypothetical gods as their
Providers. He warned them that if they preferred their rituals over the Divine
Message they must stand by for the consequences while he too would be doing
SO.

The Prophetic lights he generously dissipated were absorbed only by those
hearts, which had not lost the ability of acceptance completely. And those

393



hardened and rendered barren by a constant indulgence in sin were ruined.
Winds, normally a sign of glad tidings and life, were imposed on them as
Divine Punishment. It was a nation of tall and well built people living in lofty
mansions, which were demolished by the furious winds. The trees were
uprooted and the stormy and shrieking winds tossed people and animals to the
ground, smashing them to pieces. For those with enlightened hearts, Prophet
Hiid™® threw a cordon around them within which the weather remained
normal. The winds inside the cordon were harbingers of Divine Mercy
whereas outside they were a manifestation of His Fury.

This punishment was awarded to them when they persistently disobeved Allah
and their Qultb were rendered incapable of accepting guidance. The darkness
enveloping their hearts had intensified so much that they were deprived of
Divine Mercy and were seized by His Wrath. This is why Allah says: “They
were not to believe.”

73.

74.

Section 10

To Thamid We sent their
brother Salih. He said: O my
people! Worship Allah; no god
you have but He: surely there
has come to you an evidence
from your Rabb; this here is the
she-camel of Allah, a Sign to
you, so leave her alone,
pasturing on Allah’s earth, and
do not touch her with evil, lest
there seize you a torment
afflictive.

And remember what time He
made you successors of ‘Ad,
and inherited you in earth; you
take for yourselves palaces in
the plains, and you hew out the
mountains as houses. Remember
the bounties of Allah and
commit not evil on the earth as
corrupters.
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76.

i,

78.

¥

80,

81.

The chiefs of those who were

stift necked amongst his people

said 10 those who were counted
weak — to such of them as

believed: do you know that Salih |
is a sent one of His Rabb? They

said: indeed we are believers in
that with which he has been
sent.

Those who were stiff necked
said: surely we are disbelievers
in what you believe.

Then they hamstrung the she-
camel and disdained the
Command of their Rabb, and
satd: O Salili. bring upon us that
with which you have threatened
us, 1f you are indeed of the sent
ones.

Thereupon an earthquake seized
them so that they lay prone in
their dwellings.

Then he turned from them, and
said; O my people! Assuredly |
did deliver to you the Messages
ol my Rabb, and counselled you
good. but you do not approve
the good counsellors.

And We sent Lit, when he said
to his people: do you commit an
indecency with which none has
preceded you in the worlds.

Verily you go in lustfully to men
nstead of women! Ave! You are
a people extravagant.

Nothing was the answer of his
people save that they said: drive
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Secrets of Revelation
The Reality of Supplication

The discussion about Allah’s Power and extreme Graciousness unto His
creation continues. His Mercy reaches out to those who seek it. If a person
remains deprived it is not because there is a scarcity from the source. but
because his heart has lost the ability to absorb the Barakah. According to
Hadith, people travel long distances and call upon Allah with dishevelled
hair, dusty countenance and tattered clothes but their prayers are not answered.
This is because the food they take is unlawful and the clothes they wear are
made out of illegitimate earnings. Some are so unfortunate that they are
deprived of the opportunity to supplicate altogether, whereas others practise it
outwardly, unaware of its reality. Both these situations refer to a state of
deprivation.

After the destruction of ‘Ad, their property was taken over by their paternal
cousins Thamiid, who are also referred to as ‘Ad-e-Thani. The latter surpassed
the former in architecture. Thamid constructed their palaces on the ruins of
their ancestors, They also mastered the art of sculpture and used to cut
perpendicular rocks out of mountains and shape them into houses. Even today
the porticos, doorways and pillars of those houses reveal the tales of their
dexterity as well as of their destruction.

However, when Thamud began to flourish, a group of religious exploiters also
emerged. They attached religious sanctity to the fulfilment of their fancies and
promoted their own rituals instead of Divine Commandments. Although the

fate of *Ad was a recent history, yet when the hearts are blinded the symbols
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of admonition become invisible. Thus Thamud, too, indulged in evil and
polytheism. When their hearts were on the verge of desolation Allah’s Mercy
once again conferred Prophethood on His chosen person from amongst them.
Prophet Salih™® was assigned the task, and once again the eternal call of “La
lllaha 11l Allah’ (There is no god save Allah) echoed on the face of earth. He
invited his countrymen to worship Allah Alone, with patience and confidence.
Unfortunately when the inward decadence reaches a certain level the response
to such an invitation is only negative. But the Prophet™ did not give up and
continued with his mission until the rolling years turned his hair grey. The
people became weary of listening to him so they conspired to get rid of him.
After much deliberations they came up with a strange and apparently
impossible demand. Since their economy was based on cattle, they wanted
Prophet Salih™® to make the mountain split and from it should emerge a ten-
month gravid dromedary. They told him that since he was inviting them to an
Omnipotent God so this demand should be passed on to Him and if fulfilled,
they would all submit to Him.

Prophet Silih™ raised his hands in prayer and the impossible happened. The
rock split and out came a colossal she-camel. A few fortunate ones instantly
embraced faith while the majority was misled by the affluent leaders living
under the fagade of religion, who took to all sorts of pretensions.

The Influence of Link

Prophet Salih™® told his people that there was no room left for any pretext
now. And it must be remembered that the dromedary was directly linked to
Allah. in the same way K‘abah is called Bait Allah (Allah’s House) and
Prophet ‘Isa*°, Ruh Allah (Allah’s Spirit).

He instructed them to take care of the dromedary as it was a manifestation of
Allah’s Omnipotence. As long as it remained amongst them its presence
would ensure their safety against punishment even if they failed to accept
guidance. Moreover, it would not cost them anything, as there were vast
pastures and meadows for grazing. But if they killed it they would certainly be
punished.

Fine Abodes are Allah’s Blessing
Addressing his people, Prophet $alih™® said that they should not forget the
excruciating doom of ‘Ad; and how the Almighty had been Gracious to allow

their rehabilitatior on the ruins of their ancestors. They were blessed with
palaces constructed at the same place and also with the power to sculpt rocks
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into houses. It was imperative that they should be grateful to Allah. It clearly
indicates that it is not prohibited to own a good house: rather it is a Divine
Favour for which one must show his gratitude. However, it is impudent to
become regretful of Allah out of greed for houses. The disgust expressed in a
Hadith in this context in fact implies that the pursuit for comfortable abodes is
likely to make people negligent towards Allah’s Zikr. For the same reason it is
stressed: “So remember the bounties of Allah and do no evil, by making
mischief on earth.” This is because evil and wrongdoings create discord and
conflicts.

But the arrogant who had assumed leadership by exploiting the ignorance of
the common man felt threatened, for if they accepted the truth, they would
lose their superiority over the masses. So they began to argue with the
believers, whom they considered much inferior to them. They asked them how
could they be so sure of Prophet Salih™ being Allah’s Messenger? The
believers told them that it was not a question of his being Allah’s Prophet™
because it was as clear as the daylight. The question was as to who would
accept the Message he had brought. This honour, of course, was enjoyed by
the believers. The arrogant declared that they would never accept his Message
and instead began to conspire how to get rid of the dromedary, which they
took as the very cause of their dilemma. Commentators assert that the people
had become weary of the amount of food and water it consumed. They had to
take water for their cattle on alternate days and leave the rest to the dromedary.
But after she delivered its little one the amount of milk she produced was far
more than the water consumed and it was sufficient for everyone.

Moreover, the important fact highlighted here is that the dromedary was a
clear proof of Allah’s Greatness, which they had themselves demanded. yet
they decided to get rid of it once for all. A rogue from amongst them
hamstrung the drmnedar}f and Killed it. Now they had the audacity to enquire
from the Prophet™ as to where the calamity promised to befall them was.

So Allah informed Prophet Salih™ to tell his people that the following day
their faces would become pale. The very next day they would turn red and the
day after black; and that they would not live any longer. This warning
produced a negative effect and they got after his assassination, but he was
protected by Allah.

The next day their faces did turn pale but their hearts failed to turn to Allah.
Instead of repenting they intensified their anger against the Prophet™* blaming
him for their distress. Eventually, after three days, the earthquake and thunder
rocked their settlements and destroyed them completely. Prophet Salih™® still
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felt sorry for his people; how they had turned a deaf ear to his Message and
how the blindness of their hearts precluded the recognition of a well wisher,
Their ruins even todate tell the tales of their misfortune. While passing by
these ruins, on way to Tabuk, the Holy Prophet™" is said 10 have forbidden
the Companions ™™ from passing through the accursed zone or usig the water
from a well in that area. This proves bevond any doubt that the conduct of the
dweller leaves permanent impact on the dwellings. Whereas it is an honour to

live 1n a noble company, a sojourn with evil people is also dangerous.

As time rolled on and human settlements grew, once again mankind lost its
bearings and gave in to idolatry. Estrangement with Allah made it a slave of
its fancies. The first phase of idol worship begins with the formation of idols
of vain desires within, which, though invisible. are worshipped under various
pretexts. At long last, a lifeless statue is crafted as a deity with no power or
will of its own but which serves as an outlet for the endless fancies of its
sculptor. Praise be to Allah, Whose Mercy never abandons His creation! Now
Prophet Lt™ was deputed to the people settled between Jordan and Palestine,
Their settlements comprised five major cities with Sodom as the capital.

Punishment of Sodomy

Prophet Lat™ was Prophet Ibrahim™’s nephew who had migrated alongwith
his uncle and was deputed as a Prophet™ to the aforesaid settlements. He
stationed himself at Sodom. This nation indulged in acts not known before in
the history of mankind. That s why Prophet Lat™ reproached them in
extremely harsh words. He said that although polytheism and disbelief were
grave sins and earlier nations had been destroyed as a result but they had opted
for a path of immorality no other nation had ever imagined about. It was a
loathsome act which even the animals abhorred. This is why the jurists are of
the opinion that sodomy is far worse than adultery. According to Imam Abi
Hanifah™ " a sodomist must be pushed down from a mountaintop and stoned
like the People of Prophet Lit™, who were stoned from the sky.

So Prophet Lat™ openly admonished his people, as to how could they be so
blind and obscene to prefer men over women in lust without feelings of
disgust? The survival of human race is based on its reproduction, but
debauchery and obscenity never yields human beings of high morality. This is
why Allah has spelled out laws for sexual relationship in order to ensure noble
progeny and a clean society. When the limits of Allah are trespassed for lust,
such a person is guilty of adultery, which is termed as Fahishah (obscenity) by
the Quran. This is because it causes many sorts of immorality and evil.
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Therefore, the punishment for it is very severe. But the act of homosexuality 1s
being termed here as A/ Fuhishah (the obscenity), which means a combination
of all forms of obscenity. The people of Prophet Lat™" had trespassed all limits
in resorting to this obnoxious act.

Unnatural Way of Copulation

Whereas it has been declared as a blatant evil by the Quran, the Shi*ites permit
sex with a woman in the anus. By doing so they have, like the People of
Prophet Lat™, not only layed the foundation of an evil, but have also given it
the status of worship. The pioneers of this abomination are the Shi‘ites as
prior to them no one ever indulged in it like the people of Prophet.Lit™ who
pioneered homosexuality.

Punishment a by-Product of Actions

The People of Prophet Lat™ had no justification for their immorality so they
resorted to arrogance. They accused him and his followers of being conceited
over piety and thus merit expulsion from their cities. Now see the Divine
Mercy that inspite of their indulgence in a heinous crime He did not deprive
them of His Attention. He raised a Prophet™ amongst them but unfortunately
their hearts had degenerated to the level whereby not only did they fail to
respond to goodness but became more malicious. Now they were seized by
Divine Punishment, except the Prophet™ and his followers. For their act of
immorality contrary to nature they were punished in a paranormal manner.
After the stones downpour from the sky, the portion of land inhabited by them
was uprooted from its core and turned upside down. The sanctity of the
relationship of the heart must be taken a note of here. The worldly
relationships apart, the wife of Prophet LGt™ had her heart throbbing with the
wicked people and not with the Prophet™. So her physical proximity with him
could not save her and she met the same ill fate.

Connection of the Heart

A few people who remained unharmed were those who were connected to the
Prophet™ by heart. And if connection of the heart is also complemented with
physical relationship it is indeed a great reward. But it must be remembered
that physical relationship alone is of no consequence whatever. The ill fate
suffered by the evil doers and the wicked can be witnessed even today. The
piece of land once inhabited by them is nothing more than a massive pool of
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stagnant stinking water wherein no life is possible. That is why it is called the
Dead Sea.

86.

87.

Section 11

To Madvan We sent their;

brother Shu aib. He said: O my
people! Worship Allah, no god
you have but He. Surely there
has come to you an evidence
from your Rabb; so give full
weight and measure, and do not
defraud people of their things,
and do not act corruptly on the
earth after its ordering; that is
best for you if you be believers.

Anc do not beset every highway
menacing and turning aside
from tee Path of Allah those
who believe in Him and seeking
to render it crooked. And
remember when you were small,
and He thereafter multiplied

vou; and behold! What like was
the end of the corrupters.

And if there is a party of you
wh-, behieve in that with which |
am sent and a party who do not
believe, then have patience until
Allah judges between us, and
He is the 3est of Judges.

The chiefs of those who were
stiff-necked among -:s people
said. surely we wi', di.ve you
forth, O Shu‘aib and irose who|
have believed with ou from our

city. or else you shall return to|
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89.

91.

93.

our faith. He said: What'! Even
though we abhor.

We must have been fabricating a
lie against Allah if we returned
to your faith after Allah has
delivered us from it And it is
not for us to return thereto
except that Allah our Rabb so
willed; everything our Rabb
comprehends in His
Knowledge, in Allah we place
our trust. O our Rabb! Decide
You between us and our people
with truth; You are the Best of
the Deciders.

And the chiefs of those who
disbelieved among his people
said: should you follow Shu*aib,
lo! Verily vou shall be the losers.

An earthquake thereupon felled
them: so that they lay prone in
their dwelling.

Those who had belied Shu‘aib
became as though they had not
dwelt therein; those who had
belied Shu‘aib it is they who
were losers.

Then he turned from them and
said: O my people! Assuredly |
delivered to you the Messages
of myv Rabb and counselled you
good. how then should | lament
over a disbelieving people?

k%%

402

p&-lndla;:ﬂb.&n 32 ol .:.
l,..n;;u Uuﬁul;;l:. Tl
""-"-" *" .- ol
WA (s s ,Jinlil:..aj‘:'l
PR P -

by.,mf,t...;.. c.-.’i CJLET'; qillJe
O el

aiinle a poaly, a8t i35,
@awd: s
*u-”‘t
@m—-
= -*ul-l—' rjl—'-‘{t-l- _f-lfhr
() S SRR CERE

o215 3 ISk

I'\J"-ll" o

vl m,,uJi.,'*"J;
AL 35542,

G RPN
‘JJ! I




Secrets of Revelation

With the passage of time settlements grew at Madyan. According to the
Commentators, Madyan was Prophet Ibrahim™**s son whose children as well
as the settlement was called Madyan after him. As they became prosperous.,
avarice creeped into their hearts. Accumulation of wealth became primary
goal of their lives. To become rich, they resorted to all sorts of unfair means.
deceiving people in measure and weight and plundering the wayfarers. They
would also levy illegal taxes on the wayfarers.

The Divine Mercy came to rescue them and Prophet Shuaib™ was deputed
unto the people of Madyan. He was also related to Prophet Ibrahim™® and
Prophet Lut™ and was thus a brother to the people of Madyan. He invited
them to worship Allah, Who Alone was worthy of worship. He instructed
them to pin all their hopes on Him as He was their Rabb. He had raised him
as a clear proof of His Providence. Hence whoever wishes to follow the right
path could seek guidance from His Prophet™*.

Violating Others’ Rights is Forbidden

-He prompted his people to weigh and measure goods precisely and not to
wrong one another. The Commentators assert that no form of usurpation of the
rights of others is permissible whether in terms of money, honour or
reputation. It is forbidden not to respect someone as much as he deserves or to
disobey someone whose obedience is obligatory. So much so that Hadhrat
‘Umar™* once admonished a worshipper bending and prostrating hastily
saying that he was violating the rights of Salat. Prophet Shuaib™ told his
people not to become a source of disruption on earth, which Allah had
furnished with means of comfort and amenities. Whereas injustice apparently
creates nothing but unrest, it also shows a weakening of the bonds with Allah.
Once this connection is upset the result is the destruction of inner self.
Therefore, the Prophet™ persuaded his people to follow him as it was the best
in their own interest.

Unreasonable Taxes

He told his people to stop collecting toll taxes from wayfarers and plundering
them. And also not to prevent others from accepting the true faith. The
problem with disbelief and sin is that such a person cannot bear to see others
embracing the truth. If a whit of goodness survived in the heart of a sinner, it
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would lead him to repentance, else he would wish everyone else to become
misguided like him.

Prosperity, Progeny and Power is a Divine Blessing

Prophet Shu‘aib™ reminded his people of the time when they were of no
significance in terms of manpower as well as political and financial resources.
Allah blessed them with affluence, children and power; so it was obligatory
for them to be grateful to Him for His favours. He warned them that a failure
to do so will become the very cause of destruction. They must not ignore the
fate of the People of Prophets Nuh™, Hud™ Salih™ and Lat™ before them.
A few fortunate people embraced the faith presented by Prophet Shu‘aib™
while the majority went head long with their disbelief and crimmal activities.
Rather they felt sorry for the believers, who in their view, were at a loss in
terms of riches as compared to them. Prophet Shu‘aib™ told them not to jump
to conclusions as Allah gives respite to wrongdoers, though the ultimate
outcome of transgression is indeed tragic. So let Allah be the Judge between
the believers and the evil doers as He is the One Who passes the best of
judgments!

History repeated itself and once again truth became intolerable for those who
had cloaked their vain desires in a religious garb. So the chieftains warned
Prophet Shu*aib™ that if he did not turn back to their religion, he and those
believing with him shall be forced into exile.

Evil of Rituals

The believers replied that they had abandoned their previous religion knowing
it to be logically wrong. Their hearts had attained such a state as to become
abhorreni to disbelief. So how could they be forced to renounce the faith.
Prophet Shuaib™, as Allah’s Messenger. could never possibly indulge in any
degree of disbelief. The above discussion concerns the believers who were
with him. Secondly, if they became apostates it would mean that they had been

lying about Allah and had not been guided by Him. It is indeed a great
transgression that lies be fabricated against Him. It must be remembered that
self created rituals promoted as rewardable deeds is as big a crime as lying
about Allah. So the believers refused to turn away from the faith, as they were
grateful to Allah who had delivered them of the ungodly rituals and blessed
them with it.
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Apostasy Earns Allah’s Annoyance

The believers declared that they would never give up the true faith, unless it is
- taken away by Allah due to their own mistakes. For if Allah is annoyed He
may turn off the light of faith kindled in the hearts. Allah’s Knowledge is
unlimited, and He is Aware of the secrets burried deep in the hearts. As long
as the hearts are pious, He facilitates repentance over sins, but once these turn
evil, the circumstances change Therefore, the believers asserted that they
banked on Allah Alone, as He is the One Who could keep them steadfast on
truth.

At last the believers raised their hands in prayer that if the non believers insist,
let the dispute be settled between them by Allah’s Grace and His Justice. It
was time for the truth to be established as the wrongdoers had launched a
disinformation campaign against the true faith. They were employing all the
resources to misguide and confuse the believers and would often remind them
of the material losses they suffered by embracing the Divine Faith.

Hence the Divine Punishment caught up. According to the Commentators the
temperature rose to such a high degree that it became unbearable. Suddenly a
dense cloud appeared over the jungle and they all rushed in that direction. No
sooner had they gathered in the jungle, the earth shook and the cloud
showered fire and everyone perished. And it looked like as if those who had
denied the Prophet™ never existed. The lesson was driven home that only the
non believers were at a loss.

Prophet Shu‘aib™® remorsefully remarked that he had tried his level best to
convince these ill fated people but they never listened. He decided to migrate
to Makkah alongwith the believers to live there permanently. Majority of the
Prophets™ whose nations were so destroyed had migrated to Makkah
alongwith the believers. Although, at that time the building of the K*abah was
not there in its present shape but the place as usual was the focal point of
Divine Splendour. Therefore, those Prophets™” lived in Makkah, passed away
and were buried there. Right now there are many such exalted souls resting in
peace under the Muta‘af, which only an enlightened heart blessed with Kashf
can observe. '

Section 12
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95.

97.

98.

disasters that perchance they
might humble themselves.

Thereafter We changed ease for
adversity until they abounded
and said: even thus did
tribulation and prosperity touch
our fathers. Then We laid hold
of them of a sudden while they
perceived not.

And had the people of those
towns believed and feared
Allah, We would of a surety
have opened up to them
blessings from the heavens and
the earth; but they belied, so We
seized them for what they had
been eaming.

Are the people of towns then
secure that Our Wrath would
not visit them at night while
they are slumbering?

Or, are the people of towns then
secure that Our Wrath would
not visit them by daylight while
they are disporting themselves?

Are they then secure against the
contrivance of Allah? None
feels secure against Allah’s
contrivance except the people
who are lost.
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah is extremely Gracious and Benevolent, far beyond the sphere of human
knowledge. It is said here that whenever and wherever Allah deputed His
Prophets™ a certain level and a kind of intensity occurred in the form of
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problems people had to face. Disease. poverty and financial losses would
become a common feature so that people would look for an emancipator. This
would drive them to Allah’s Prophet ™, even though it was for some personal
nterest.

Although man has been given the power to choose between guidance and evil,
yet His Mercy creates such circumstances whereby he realizes his
worthlessness and tumms to Allah in all humility. And when he does, he
recerves support immediately.

Divine Clemency

If inspite of everything one fails to tum to Allah, the circumstances are eased
oft for him. The hardships are replaced by comforts. Taking advantage of this
respite man progresses in terms of affluence and power and becomes oblivious
to Allah’s Greatness. He actually begins to believe that weal and woe are
normal phenomena, not in any way related to piety or otherwise and that his
predecessors too lived through similar circumstances. Or may be that his
ancestors were not capable of finding proper solutions while he is progressive
enough to develop treatment to ills as well as means of comforts. Amidst these
perplexed deliberations he is suddenly caught by Divine Wrath. in the form of
death, turmoils. natural calamities or hazards. Thus those ignorant of Allah’s
Greatness finally step into the Hereafter.

Taqwa Invokes Barakah

Had the defiant accepted Allah’s Message and had practised Tagwa He would
have certainly opened up the doors of blessings of the heavens and the earth
for them.

Tagwa has been explained earlier as a state of the heart attained through the
Holy Prophet’s®™ beneficence. This is why faith is mentioned before Taqwa.
The reality of faith is total trust in Allah’s Prophet™*" whereby the heart of a
seeker receives transmissions from his sacred heart, finds himself before Allah
and dares not disobey Him. If this blessing is acquired, the gateway to the
Barakah of the heavens and earth are opened up unto him.

What is Barakah?

It is a prosperity substantiated with peace and comfort ir one’s health, wealth,
occupations and time, and is displayed-in many ways. Sometimes the quantity
of a substance increases; for instance when on a journey the Holy Prophet®**
immersed his fingers into a tumbler filled with water and it became enough to
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satiate the entire caravan, including the horses and camels, and also topped up
the storage skins Sometimes the quantity of a substance remains unaltered but
it yields the same results which a quantity four times its volume could have
produced. Sometimes a single bite provides complete energy and an ordinary
medication cures a fatal disease. Many tasks are performed in a short span of
time. Many examples of prosperity and abundance may be witnessed in the
lives of the Aulia.

Besides. this prosperity also refers to harmony in the earthly as well as
celestial conditions; for instance having rainfall at the right time and in the
right quantity, so as to yield healthy crops in favourable weather conditions.
And then having peace and comfort at heart are also the fruits of Tagwa.
These spiritual states are distributed by the Prophets™ in the first place, then
by the Companions™™ and, in turn, by those who strive under the guidance of
the accomplished. |

Affluence: both a Reward and a Punishment

When people opted for denial they had to face the consequences. Time
became less fruitful while rains proved to be harmful, Inspite of being wealthy
they could neither enjoy a good meal nor good health. Similarly, injustice
prevailed in the society and ignorant people assumed power and offices of
authority. All such punishments were then awarded to the non believers for
their denial. In present times similar punishments are inflicted upon the
believers because of their disobedience. In other words, it i1s a law of the
nature that Taqwa begets peace and comfort while sin begets remorse and
distress.

T'he Barakah attend the righteous deeds from the heaven as well as from the
carth. At the same time the impious also enjoy affluence and power. How,
then, would it be judged whether prosperity is a punishment or a reward? The
learned scholars give a very simple yardstick; that the circumstances which
invoke Allah’s Zikr and obedience are a Divine Reward, be it affluence or
poverty. And all that generates disobedience and indulgence in sin is a kind of
punishment, whether it is wealth or power. Besides, peace and tranquility of
the heart accompanies the reward whereas punishment renders the heart bleak.

It is amazing how mankind is overpowered by indifference. Inspite of being
aware of the fate met by their predecessors, no one bothers to think that
disobedience amounts to inviting destruction, It is quite possible that Allah’s
Wrath may grip them during the night slumber or in the peak business hours of
the day. Have they become heedless of the end results Allah has pre-destined
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for all actions. that the obedience attracts Barakah while disobedience
destroys? Take note that those unmindful of the consequences are always at a

loss.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

Section 13

Does it not guide the people
who inherit the land after its
people, that had We willed, We
would have afflicted them for
their sins? And We have put a
seal upon their hearts, so that
they are bereft of hearing.

Those towns! We recount to you
some of their tidings. Assuredly
there came to them their
Messengers with evidences, but
they were not such as to believe
what they had first rejected.
Thus Aliah put a seal upon the
hearts of the infidels.

We found no regard for
Covenant in most of them; and
most of them We found
ungodly.

Then We sent after them Miisa
with Our Signs to Pharaoh and
his chiefs, but they wronged
them. Behold then what was the
end of the corrupters like.

And Misa said: O Pharaoh! |
am a Messenger from the Rabb
of the worlds.

Incumbent it is upon me that |
speak nothing concerning Allah
except the truth; surely I have

brought to you an evidence from
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your Rabb; so let the Children @Jﬁ o

of Israil depart with me. 5
106. Pharaoh said: if you have AT A T T

brought a Sign, forth with it if "‘S;‘ == -""’Li""'-"'-"“s:’l o

you are of the truth tellers. @E;ﬁj A |
107.  Then he threw his rod, when, lo!| ~ oo» s 5. ..,

It was a serpent manifest. @ Aol AEE e AL
108. And he drew forth his hand, it T T s

was white to the beholders. @ T e
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Secrets of Revelation

The annihilated met their fate, becoming a great symbol of admonition for the
coming generations. It is amazing how prosperous and most powerful nations
possessing immense resources, wealth, grand palaces and mighty armies were
seized by Divine Wrath because of their unending sins. Their destruction left
nothing save a warning to mankind. So the people who followed in time and
are now present are being addressed by this Book and the Message, that they
must realize that Allah is Omnipotent and can punish the sinful whenever He
wants to. And they, too, like their predecessor will have to face the
consequences of their misdeeds in the form of various calamities, or else the
sealing of the hearts.

Effects of deeds on Qulib

The door of the heart is closed for the truth, as explained by a saying of the
'Holy Prophet™*"; that indulgence in sin creates a black spot on the heart. Its
repetition increases the extent of darkness, while persistent indulgence renders
it completely black. This is the condition which has often been referred to as
rust or a seal on the heart by the Quran. Then such people cannot respond to
an invitation to piety, though their physical power of hearing is sound and
functional. It has often been experienced that despite the best resources people
remain without guidance. For instance, some of those who personally attended
the Holy Prophet’s™" sermons did not convert to Islam, and felt bored. This
was because their Quliib had been darkened by their misdeeds and had
developed aversion to truth. In this state, all the organs serve only for the
fulfillment of physical needs. One perceives not that he was wrong and should
repent and accept the truth. The majority of non believers displayed such
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attitude because of the seal on their hearts. And this majority consists of those
who persistently indulge in sin. Similarly if a believer opts for disobedience, it
is detrimental to his heart and he may end up renouncing Islam.

Those who get their hearts sealed are the ones who are dishonest and guilty of
dishonouring the promise they made to Allah on the Day of Covanant.
Whenever they are faced with a difficult situation they promise Allah that
they would reform themselves if given another chance. But as soon as Allah
makes things easier for them, they revert to their evil ways.

Only Prophet can Inform on Allah’s Attributes and Choice

Allah sent Prophet Miisa™ to the king of Egypt called Pharaoh, a title of all
the rulers of that country. He took Allah’s Message to Pharaoh, his chieftains
and the scholars, together with clear manifestations and miracles. But they
were arrogant to him as well as the Divine Message and Signs. And the world
witnessed the disastrous end of these mischief mongers.

Prophet Miisa™ invited the attention of Pharaoh and introduced himself as the
Messenger of the Rabb of the worlds. In other words, sending Messengers™
is indeed befitting to His Providence. A Prophet™ cannot possibly associate
anything false with Allah. The Prophets™ are always innocent and
trustworthy and are blessed with the knowledge of His Being and His
Attributes. or Likes and Dislikes directly by Him. Therefore, a Prophet™ will
never speak anything concerning Allah save the truth. And anyone who
invents his own rituals taking them to be a source of reward or punishment has
certainly lied about Allah.

He told Pharaoh and his chieftains that he had also been blessed with miracles
by Allah, by the One Who is also their Rabb and desires to reform them.
Therefore. it was best for them to keep away from disbelief, polytheism and
atrocities against the oppressed community of Bani Israil, who should be given
freedom and permitted to go with him so that they could live in peace. The
Pharaoh demanded the manifestation of a miracle as a token. Although
Prophet Misa™ was bestowed with many miracles but the two most
prominent were the transformation of his staff into a big serpent and his hand.
which glowed at his discretion. It is a Divine Way to bless the Prophets™ with
miracles commensurate with the skills and the arts possessed by the people
unto whom they are sent. A high standard of sorcery and magic were the
hallmark of the Pharaoh’s era. Therefore, Prophet Miisa™ was blessed with
miracles that established his supremacy over the magicians. He threw the staff
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and 1t turned into a big serpent, and took out his hand from his armpit and it
was so bright as to illuminate the entire surroundings. ~

109.

110.

112.

113.

114.

115.

i16.

117.

118.

Section 14

The chiefs of the People of
Pharaoh said; this is indeed a

‘magician knowing.

He will banish you from land; so
what is it that now you propose.

They said: put him and his
brother off, and send callers to
the cities.

That they may bring to you
every magician knowing.

And the magicians came to
Pharaoh. They said: certainly
there is a reward for us if we are
the victors.

Pharaoh said: yea! And you
shall be of those brought close.

They said: O Misa! Either you
cast down, or we shall be the
ones to cast down.

Misa said: cast down yours.
Then when they cast down, they
enchanted the eyes of the people
and frightened them and brought
mighty magic to bear.

And We Revealed to Misa: cast
you rod. And lo! It was
swallowing up what they had
feigned.

Thus the truth prevailed, and
what they had prepared
vanished.
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Secrets of Revelation
Difference Between Magic and Miracle

When the political chieftains as well as the religious leaders of Pharaoh’s
Court witnessed the miracle at the hands of Prophet Miisa™ they exclaimed
that he was a magician par excellence. They acknowledged that they had never
witnessed anything like that before at the hands of any magician. Their hearts
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had been blackened and hardened to an extent that they lost the ability to
accept the truth. Otherwise the supremacy of Prophet Miisa’s™® miracles over
the magicians had been well established. Besides, there are many ways in
which a miracle differs from magic. First of all both involve people different
in kind. A sorcerer is associated with Satan and, therefore, is evil, impure and
vicious, whereas a Prophet™ is connected to Allah, the Almighty and is pure
in his beliefs and actions. Secondly, magic is practised to establish one’s own
superiority or beliefs, whereas a miracle is manifested to establish the
superiority of Allah and His Word. Thirdly, magic cannot alter the originality
of a substance but can only cast a spell over the eyes of the beholders, whereas
a miracle alters the reality of a substance and that which is witnessed is indeed
real. Same is the criterion to differentiate between the Karamah of a Wali and
the tricks of a sorcerer. The former is, in fact, a miracle of the Prophet™®
depicted at the hands of a Wali due to his ardent adherence to the Prophet™®.
The Pharaoh’s Courtiers asserted that it appeared as if Prophet Miisa™® wanted
to seize the throne and the country from the Pharaoh and is demonstrating his
excellence for this purpose. So to counter this, they invited suggestion from
the entire Court.

Magic Need Not be Feared

The Court unanimously decided that the Pharach must give respite to Prophet
Miisa™® and make him compete with the renowned magicians of his kingdom,
so that he may be defeated and disposed off forever. Everyone hailed this
suggestion as they were confident of the skills of their magicians. It was,
therefore, decided to send couriers inviting them to the Royal Court.

As a result hundreds of magicians began to pour into the capital. According to
some accounts hundreds of camels laden with ropes, cords, and staffs
accompanied the magicians, who on arrival in the Court, announced that they
expected to be rewarded heavily by the Pharaoh on winning the contest.
According to Tafsir-e-Kabir this desire of the magicians proved that if magic
could really do wonders, the magicians would not be asking the Pharaoh for a
reward. They could simply convert soil into solid gold or become the rulers of
the world. But magic is only a sensory illusion which by no means can alter
the reality of a substance. Therefore, it is unwise to be afraid of a magician.
The magicians knew fully well that the Pharaoh himself was scared and in
need of help; that was why he had summoned them, but still they adopted a
beggar’s attitude. The Pharaoh promised them that if they succeeded, he will
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not only duly reward them but will also allow them to be amongst his close
confidants.

Thus both the sides arrived in the arena on schedule for the contest. One side
was well equipped with resources, pomp and show as well as supporting
spectators. On the other stood the Prophet™ of Allah, clad in a woollen
blanket with leather slippers in his feet and a staff in his hand, accompanied
only by his brother and, of course, the Divine Support.

The Reward for Respect

The magicians were unacquainted with the concept of Divinity or
Prophethood but they were convinced of the eminence of Prophet Miisa™.
They took him as a man of excellence for sure, who had been able to
effectively worry the Pharaoh. So they displayed respect and asked him if he
would begin or permit them to perform first. ‘Allama Ibn-e-Kathir™ " argues
that since the magicians had shown respect to Allah’s Prophet™, He blessed
them with guidance, while the Pharaoh displayed arrogance and was deprived
of the right path. It may also be noted that those who defied the Holy Prophet’
W and even fought against Islam but never showed disrespect to him in any
form were rewarded with the capacity to repent. And those who were
impudent and abusive remained deprived and died amidst regret and
desperation. The same rule applies to the Aulia that the respectful benefits
whiie the arrogant is at a loss.

However. the magicians after seeking permission from Prophet Miisa™ flung
their staffs and ropes on the floor and cast a spell on the spectators. They also
psychologically subdued them by announcing that everyone would be
responsible for his own safety, as reported in Tafsir-e-Kabir. Thus they
displayed a great feat of magic by firstly mesmerizing the people and secondly
by harassing them. as a perplexed and frightened person can be easily
influenced and because of his disturbed state of mind fails to defend himself.

Allah identifies it as a mighty spell which proves that the reality of the
substance remained unaltered, the spectators saw only what the magicians
wanted them to see. For example, if a magician transforms a human being into
a donkey, he will not actually become one but to the people he will appear as a
donkey and even to his ownself. He might begin to even act like one but if he
dies in this condition, his reckoning will be as a human being and not as a
donkey.

Now when the magicians were at the peak of their performance, with serpents
and pythons hissing around and they trying to control them while cautioning
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the spectators to be careful, Allah inspired Prophet Misa™ to throw his rod
amidst this hustle and bustle. No sooner he did it, the staff became a gigantic
pyvthon. big enough to swallow all. It is natural with the snakes to devour their
smaller kind, so within no time the arena hitherto hissing with millions of
reptiles was cleared off and Prophet Miisa’s™ python was still snorting for
more!

This was indeed a great victory for the truth and for the Prophet™. The
overawed spectators immediately realised that the magicians had no power: so
not only were they defeated but also lost respect. But the magicians fell in
Sajdah and proclaimed that they believed in the Rabb of the worlds. the Rabb
of Prophets Miisa™ and Harin™. The Pharaoh and all his subjects also
witnessed the miracle but the honour to embrace the faith was blessed only to
the magicians. This was Allah’s Reward for showing respect to a Prophet™.
And when the magicians announced their conversion, majority of the people
were influenced and declared that the truth was with Prophet Misa™.

The Pharaoh now made a clever move declaring that it was a conspiracy
against the country. He told the magicians that they had conmived with Prophet
Miisa™ to frighten the masses in order to seize power. They had conspired to
eventually oust his (Pharaoh’s) folk in exile and replace them with his own
impoverished people. Mark the resemblance with todays politicians. Whatever
is against their wishes, they declare it to be a threat to national security. The
pioneer of this psyche was Pharaoh. The performance by the magicians,
followed by the miracle of Prophet Miisa™ and as a result the acceptance of
faith by the magicians, a great miracle in itself, all this was dubbed as a
political conspiracy! The Pharaoh indeed wanted to subdue the influence of
these events over his people. He played yet another card by announcing severe
punishment for the magicians whereby their hands and feet would be
amputated on the opposite sides and they would be crucified.

Highest Source of Attaining Knowledge

The knowledge pertaining to the Hereafter and the Divine Attributes cannot be
acquired by the brain but by the Qalb. The seeker has only to establish a link
with the Prophet’s™ Qalb, and this knowledge. in its pristine purity, begins to
flow into his Qalb without using any conventional means. The magicians who
had been non believers a few moments ago, with all their hopes pinned on
Pharaoh, became believers. The depth of their knowledge and their longing for
Shahadah displayed by their readiness to be crucified in the Cause of Allah
was incredible. In short, they had not only attained cognition of Divine
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Magnificence but had also become aware of the life after death. Association
with an accomplished Shaikh has a similar effect. The heart is rekindled and
attains true knowledge.

The magicians proclaimed that if believing in Allah was a crime liable to
punishment it did not worry them at all, because life is meant to be sacrificed
for His Cause. Moreover, they were well aware of their own humbleness and
begged Allah for perseverance and patience to bear the atrocities of the
oppressor, so as to embarrass him by not giving out a single cry of pain. They
praved for a believers’ death. Praise be to Allah! The love for Islam
outweighed every other love! Those whom the rising sun had seen as Royal
Magicians saw them as Shuhada’, at dust.

127.

128.

129.

Section 15

And the chiefs of the people of
Pharaoh said: will you leave
alone Milisa and his people to act
corruptly in the land and to
leave alone you and your gods?
Pharaoh said: soon we shall slay
their sons and let live their
women, we are masters over
them.

Miusa said to his people: seek
help in Allah and perseverance;
verily the earth is Allah’s; He
makes whomsoever of His
bondmen He wills inherit it; and
the happy end is of the God-
fearing.

They said: oppressed we have
been before you came to us and
since you have come to us. He
said: May be your Rabb will
destroy your foe and establish
you in their stead in the land,
that He may see how you act.
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Secrets of Revelation

Pharaoh’s sly move served to allure his people to a certain extent but inspite of
their ignorance they dared ask him as to why he had spared Prophet Miisa™
and his people while the magicians had been severely punished. They also
suggested that if he spared the Bani Israil, they, together with Prophet Miisa™
may prove disastrous for him and may abandon him and his deities. On ﬂ'u:
other hand the Pharaoh had become aware of the reality and deep in his heart
was obsessed by fear, but his arrogance precluded his heart to accept the
reality, missing the chance to repent. He told his people that they had been
punishing the Bani Isrdil for the past many years by executing their newborn
sons and sparing their daughters for their service. Now their affliction would,
of course, be intensified to teach them a lesson; he reassured his chieftains.
The Commentators assert that the Pharaoh was so scared and awestruck that
he did not for once mention Prophet Miisa™ by name.

Solution to Problems

Prophet Miisa™® reviewed the situation and told his people that there was only
one solution to their problems. It was to seek Divine Help, possible only by
His Obedience. And obedience demands submission to Divine
Commandments even if they are against one’s personal choice or
temperament. The word Sabr (patience) here means restraining oneself from
sin and disobedience and remaining steadfast on piety in the worst of
circumstances. So the perfect and simplest solution of problems was to submit
to Allah, seek His Support and to restrain from His defiance. It must be
remembered that the land belongs to Him Alone and He may bless rule and
domination over it to whoever He may please from amongst His servants. In
other words, if a Government is unjust or undesirable, its replacement by
unjust ways will indeed enhance mischief. Therefore, the best option is to
become truly obedient to Allah, Who is indeed capable of dethroning the
tyrants and giving control to the oppressed. And as for the eternal bliss, it is
decidedly for the righteous; the wrongdoers have nothing to do with it.

Telling the Future

The Bani Isrdil were strange people. Probably unaware of the priceless
blessing of the spiritual states, they were only concerned with worldly
comforts. They told Prophet Miisa™ that his raising had not made much
difference to their lives. While they lived a life of humi'iation under the
Pharaoh. they were no better off after the deliverance. So in order to reassure
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his people, that they may remain steadfast on piety, he predicated that Allah
would soon destroy their enemy and bless them with power over the land.
which had once witnessed their miseries. Possessing power over His land
tantamounts to being Allah’s deputy, and He would certainly watch their

conduct. And if they chose to disobey Him, they would certainly invoke
disaster.

Power - a Great Trial

It is indeed a great test, whereby Allah monitors the one blassed with power,
whether he enforces the His Laws over the land or his own fancies and whims
guide him. According to the Holy Prophet®*" each one of us is a ruler. The
power of some may prevail over a country, while some rule over a clan and
some are the masters of at least their own selves. Therefore., everyone will be
reckoned in terms of his status and the sphere of his influence. The
wrongdoers shall certainly be seized by Divine Wrath.

Section 16
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134.

133,

136.

137.

138.

remained stiff-necked and you
were a people sinful.

Whenever a plague fell on them
they said: O Misa! Supplicate to
your Rabb for us by what your
Rabb has covenanted with you:
if you remove the plague from
us we will believe in you, and
we will send with you the
Children cf Israil .

Then whenever We removed the
plague from them till a term
which they were to reach, lo!
They were breaking faith.

Therefore We took vengeance
on them and drowned them into
the sea: for they belied Our
Signs and were neglectful of
them.

And We caused the people who
had been oppressed to inherit
the land, the Eastern and
Western parts of it, which We
had blessed. And fulfilled was
the good Word of your Rabb to
the Children of Israil for they
were long suffering, and We
annthilated what Pharaoh and
his people had built and what
they had raised.

And we led the Children of
Israil across the sea. Then they
came upon a people cleaving to
the idols they had. They said: O
Misa! Make for us a god, even
as they have gods. He said:
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verily you are a people given to
paganism.
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Secrets of Revelation

Soon the people of Pharaoh became victims of misfortune. Allah is so Kind
and Gracious that He gradually sent His Signs of admonition unto them,
giving them an opportunity to repent. Firstly, they were struck by famine, so
that the shortage of fruits and foods may cause them to realise their
helplessness. But the darkness of the hearts precludes understanding, just as
today we try to take all sorts of measures in order to prevent shortage of food
on national and personal level but never do we even think of mending our
ways. Similarly the People of Pharaoh would take the credit for any good
fortune and blame all their miseries on Prophet Miisa™® and his followers, who
were alleged to have brought them bad luck.

But it must be understood that the inauspiciousness of the evil deeds alone is
enough for the destruction of the wrongdoer. And that exactly was the case of

the Pharaoh and his folk.
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Austerity for Reformation

The state of their hearts was so ruinous that they told Prophet Miisa™® that it
was his magical power that prevailed and they had decided not to ever believe
in him. According to Commentators, after the contest with the magicians,
Prophet Miisa™® ceaselessly invited the People of Pharaoh to Allah’s Message
for two decades. In the meantime they faced many situations of miraculous
nature, such as rain and thunderstorm which flooded their fields as well as
their homes. The Bani Israil remained unaffected although living in the same
areas.

Under great compulsion the Qibtis requested Prophet Miisa™ to pray for their
deliverance from the punishment. And they promised that once rescued they
would accept his Message and free the Bani Israil to live in freedom according
to their own choice. Allah had given them a great offer. They could have kept
their land and empire and spared the Bani Israil. But to their misfortune, they
went back on their words once the floods subsided and their fields were laden
again with the crops. Allah then sent swarms of locust which not only ravaged
their fields but also devoured all the wood works in their homes. Once again
they begged Prophet Miisa™ to intercede. Delivered from the locust, they
once again backed out on their promise. Now their houses and fields were
infested with vermins. When that too did not force them to accept the truth,
they were invaded by frogs. Their homes, courtyards and their fire places were
infested making cooking impossible. Once this was over a bloody affliction
struck, wherein all their food items would turn into blood. In short, they were
subjected to continuous visitations. Each time when the situation went beyond
their control, they begged Prophet Miisa™ for intercession, and as soon as
delivered from the distress, they reverted to disobedience.

Aulia and the Temporal Hardship

This shows that temporal hardships are indeed opportunities for an individual
to mend his ways and realize how powerless he is. Moreover, if Aulia are
requested to pray, Allah may alleviate the sufferings. But the real benefit to be
attained from this relief is not material but spiritual, that one should submit to
the Will and Purpose of Allah and become His obedient servant. If this is not
done, of course, he is still at a loss.

Anyway, when they failed to reform themselves Allah punished them and
created such circumstances that they plunged into the death trap themselves.
They had left their homes in pursuit of Prophet Miisa™ and the Bani Israil
with the intention of executing them. But on the contrary they were drowned
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by Divine Will once their defiance and neglect to Allah had crossed all limits
of tolerance. Take note of the Absoluteness of Divine Power. The nation
subjected to slavery generation after generation and to whom their masters
were not ready to give any importance was not only blessed with freedom but
also the sway over the same land laden with resources.

The term “inherit the land. the Eastern and Western parts of it” signifies an
absolute authority. And the authority and the control is alway passed on as
patrimony. No one has ever been able to retain it forever. One takes over
power only to leave it for his successors. Thus Allah deposed the Pharaoh and
the *Amalqah from the thrones of Egypt and Syria respectively, handing them
over to the Bani Israil. This was because inspite of all their failings they had
persevered and had adhered to Prophet Miisa™ by obeying him. This is the
essence of patience or perseverance. Similarly, today if we stand firm on
obedience to the Holy Prophet>*", our condition will improve in no time. The
promise of Divine Succour came true and the Pharaoh together with his nation
was destroyed. Neither their impregnable defences nor their immense
resources availed them.

On the other end of the sea the Ba‘ni Israil landed safely after personally
witnessing the fate of Pharaoh’s folk. They came across a nation of idolaters
and requested Prophet Miisa™ to chisel out similar idols for them to worship.
He became furious and said that they were indeed ignorant. He told them that
no analogy could be presented of Allah, and all that those idolaters had
sculptured was mortal and temporary, which cannot be taken as an alternative
for the immortal? Therefore, whatever the idolaters practised was ungodly and
perishable so what benefit could its worship provide.

He admonished them that they should never expect him to guide them to
anyone other than Allah. He reminded the Bani Isrdil of their misery under the
Pharaoh and how they had tortured them by assassinating their newly born
males and retaining their females. And how helpless they had been that they
could not even complain about it. He reminded them of the Divine Favours in
the form of the destruction of Pharaoh and his folk and transfer of power to
them. So it was highly unbecoming for them even to think of paying homage
to anyone other than Allah.

Section 17
142. And We appointed with Musai eesfer w ot S
thirty nights, and We completedl -l 4-1-1-"-% '“-“JJ‘
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143.

144.

them with ten; so the
appomntment of his Rabb was
completed by forty nights. And
Miusa said to his brother Hartin:
act you in my place among my
people and rectify, and do not
follew the way of the corrupters.

And when Misa came at Our
appointment, his Rabb Spoke to
him, he said: Rabb! Show
Yourself to me, that | may look
at You! Allah said: vou cannot
see Me, but look at that mount
there, if it stands in its place,
then you will see Me. Then
when his Rabb unveiled His
Glory to the Mount, it turned it
to dust, and Misa fell down
thunder struck. Then when he
recovered, he said: hallowed be
You! | tum to You repentant,
and | am the first of the
believers.

Allah said: O Misa! I have
chosen vyou indeed above
mankind by My Messages and
by My Speaking: so hold fast

what I have given you, and be of|

the grateful.

And in the tablets We wrote for
him of everything an
exhortation, and a detail of
everything. So hold you fast
with firmness, and bid your
people follow the best of it: soon
I shall show you the abode of
the ungod.y people.
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146. I will turn away from My Signs e s B o b
those who are big with pride on &ﬁld n-a'.!.ﬁ-(-'d-’-“ 'd"t-"
the earth unjustly, and even o A B
though they may see every Sign, '—""‘-"H PRl ol ‘-”'“-‘“‘"
they will not believe; and if they ‘:II :an..-Y 51 SR e
see the path of rectitude they Sl AR -L:‘{_{:u"fd",lf
will take it as their path, and if J:EL-C'-"- PEAA N et L’iu,,
they see the path of error they _—— =i
will take it as their path. This is @‘-’J"" IJ’K L"“L"'-"‘*{
because they belied Our Signs
and they were ever neglectful of
them.

147.  Those who belie Our Signs and fr 57 o o,
the meeting of the Hereafter — e q"L""“L“L""-’“i-""m’
vain shall be their works. They 'lyB/L.-‘i'r o )a T B #
shall be requited only for what A
they wrought. .
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Secrets of Revelation

Now that the Bani Israil were safe and they had realized that idol worship was
not the right thing to do, the determination of a Code of Worship and Divine
Law became imperative in order to guarantee salvation in both the worlds. So
Allah summoned Prophet Miisa™ to Mount Tur for a thirty nights solitude in
worship and prayer. This duration was subsequenily extended by ten nights
making it a total of forty. In other words, the required level of attention
towards Allah was achieved in forty nights instead of thirty. A certain spiritual
state was the goal , which Allah could have blessed otherwise without
demanding an effort. But since this is a world of causes and effects, therefore,
the Prophet™ was Commanded to use the means and methods.

Effects of Solitude

Prophet Miisa™ fasted for thirty days and nights continuously. He remained in
isolation to meditate because it plays a special role in attaining concentration.
When the sensory organs have nothing to see or hear they do not send any
information to the Qalb whereby it is invigorated. That is why the seekers turn
off the lights while engaging in Allah’ Zikr in an attempt to achieve
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concentration. The extension of ten days in Prophet Miisa’s™ stay at Tir in
fact is a lesson that things may not always turn out as expected and extension
may have to be given. This implies that a Shaikh must not put the seekers
through the meditations until a certain condition is experienced. The
prescribed duration of thirty nights also highlights the importance of lunar
calendar in matters of religion, though it is permissible and correct to use the
solar calendar in worldly matters.

The Basis of Chillah (Forty Days)

The basis of Chillah is provided by this forty nights soujourn of Prophet Misa
* on Mount Tar. Moreover, its role and importance in attaining inner
purification is highlighted by a saying of the Holy Prophet™*V: “Whoever will
worship Allah with devotion for forty days, springs of wisdom will flow from
his Qalb”™. It also drives home a lesson of patience, perseverance and
steadiness in all matters of life.

Nominating a Deputy

Prophet Misa™ appointed Prophet Hariin™ before leaving for Tar as his
representative and deputy. He told him to take care of all the matters in his
absence. This lays down for us a principle that arrangements must be made,
before leaving on any expedition, for the welfare of those being left behind
irrespective of how important the task may be. This rejects the view point of
those who mistake mismanagement for the sign of saintliness.

Therefore, a ruler whether of a State or a household, must appoint his deputy
to take charge in his absencé. Those who go out on a Chillah for propagation
of Islam without leaving any provisions for their dependants, have here a point
to ponder over. A Prophet™ of Allah leaving to fetch a Divine Code of Life
makes arrangements for those being left behind; how can anyone else be
Justified in going away without any consideration for the dependants?

Although HarGin™ was himself a Prophet but he was given specific
instructions by Prophet Miisa™ to keep a vigilant eye on the conduct of the
people after he had gone. and to exert all his efforts for their reformation. And
if anyone still opted for the wrong path, that person should not expect or get
any cooperation from him. This establishes the fact that an outgoing person
must leave a complete and specific set of instructions to his pominee about all
matters. The same is also proven by the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet>*¥, for he
too appointed his deputies to officiate in his absence.
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Observing Divinity

While Prophet Miisa™ was on Mount Tur engaged in Allah’s worship, in
seclusion. he had the honour to speak to Him. This set ablaze in him a desire
to behold Him. so he requested “O my Rabb! Show Yourself to me so that |
may see You~. Allah answered: "It is no impossible but not in the present
situation, that is, in the temporal life.” A beholding is not denied here but the
dialogue implies that the observation of Divine Splendour cannot be endured
in this physical existence. It must be noted that in this temporal life the body 1s
entrusted with all responsibility while the Riih is its subordinate. In the next
phase of Barzakh, the Rith will assume the leading role, while the physical
body will become subordinate. And in the Hereafter both will share
responsibility equally. Thus where the physical comforts will be experienced,
the spiritual refulgence and a dialogue with the angels will also be enjoyed.
And since the spiritual as well as physical powers will be tremendously
increased the believers will be blessed with the honour of beholding the
Divinity. Only those engulfed in the darkness of their misdeeds will remain
deprived. Since that kind of power is normally not possessed in this temporal
existence, therefore, inspite of being logically possible, observing Allah is not
endorsed by Shari‘ah. Howevér, it is not right to discuss the exceptional
personage of the Holy Prophet™*" in this context because he was blessed with
extraordinary powers. If he could go beyond the Sidrah-al-Muntaha, it is
enough to establish that he enjoyed spiritual as well as physical powers par
excellence. Here Prophet Miisa™ is the subject of discussion.

Divine Refulgence

In response to Prophet Miisa’s™ request, he was told that it was not possible
to withstand His Refulgence in this physical existence. However, as an
experiment, he may keep an eye on Mount Tur. If it stayed intact, he too would
be able to behold the Splendour. Thus Allah manifested His Refulgence; the
Mount was reduced to dust and Prophet Miisa™ fell unconscious. With Stfis,
refulgence refers to indirect vision such as seeing through a mirror. Therefore,
it cannot be termed as Ru’ait (direct observation) even though the lexicon
meaning of refulgence is “to manifest.’




The States of Kashf

Visualized spiritually, it appears as if the Divine Refulgence was manifested
on a peak separated by valley from the one on which Prophet Musa™ was
standing. But inspite of this distance, he could not bear the Refulgence and
lost his senses. When he recovered he turned to Allah in penitence, admitting
that His Refulgence was too exalted to be captured by the physical eye. He
begged forgiveness for his anxious and improper request and at the same time
proclaimed his complete submission to His Will and Purpose.

Divine Bestowal is Indeed the Best

Allah told Prophet Miusa™ that he had not only been appointed as a
Messenger but also enjoyed the honour of conversing with Him. Therefore, he
should hold firmly on to what had been given to him ie. the Divine
Commandments. He was toid to adhere to them and show his gratitude to
Allah. This 1s indeed a lesson for the seekers of the Sufi Path. They should
endeavour to their best and leave the rest entirely upto Allah, without
worrying for the spiritual stations, and be grateful on whatever they are
blessed with.

So Allah blessed Prophet Misa™ with Tablets inscribed with Divine
Commandments, dealing with all aspects of human needs. He was told not
only to obey the Commandments himself but also to ensure adherence by his
people in the best possible manner. This will ensure their victory over the
defiant folk whose townships would be at their feet.

Reason for Misguidance

Those who indulge in sheer arrogance and self conceit shall not be blessed
with the capacity to accept the Divine Commandments. Rather their sins will
lead to crookedness within their hearts whereby they will fail to become
believers even after observing various miracles. They will fail to tread on the
path of piety after it has been manifested to them and instead dash towards
evil, with all their energy. '

This 1s the fate suffered by those who deny the Signs of Allah and become
heedless of His Zikr. And this neglect culminates into the repudiation of the
Hereafter, which alone is enough to mollify any good deed ever done.
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Sin and Negligence drive to Disbelief

Disobedience and sin are the sources of neglect towards Allah’s Zikr. If this
negligence persists and no remedial measures are taken, a person does not
only remain heedless to Zikr but also denies Resurrection in the Hereafter.
This, in turn, makes him a disbeliever, which ruins all his good deeds that
were to earn him the requital.

148.

149,

150.

Section 18

And the People of Musa, after
him, took to them of their
trinkets a calf; a body with a low
voice. Did they not see that it
neither spoke to them nor could
it guide them to a way? They
took it for their god, and they
became evildoers.

And when they repented and
saw that they had straygd, they
said: if our Rabb does not have
Mercy on us and does not
forgive us, we shall surely be of
the losers.

When Misa returned to his
people indignant and sorrowing,
he said: ill is that which you
have acted as my successor, in
my absence! Did you outstrip
your Rabb’s Commandments?
And he cast the Tablets and
seized the head of his brother,
dragging him to himself. Hartin
said: son of my mother: the
people held me weak, and
almost slew me, so do not cause
the enemies rejoice over me and
do not place me with the
wrongdoing people.
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and You are the Most Merciful |
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Secrets of Revelation

When the People of Prophet Miisa™ prefeired to rely on their own wisdom as
compared to the teachings of their Prophet™, it led them into a peculiar
waywardness. Samri, a well known person, collected gold and silver in
donations from everyone, melted them together and added a handful of dust he
had picked up from the footprints of Archangel Jibrail’s™ mount. He moulded
the melted metals into the shape of a calf which displayed some symptoms of
life by mooing like a cow; an effect of that life-giving dust. If the dust from
under the hooves of a mount can be life giving, imagine the effacts of the
Tawwajuh given by the Aulia. The ignorant were overwhelmed by the calf that
could produce a sound. They did not even think that the most common
features of human beings, that is, to listen, to understand and to answer were
missing in the calf. So how could Divinity be attributed to it? Still a majority
began to worship it, though they later realised their mistake and confessed that
they had committed a grave sin. They begged Allah for Mercy and
Forgiveness. The event of their atonement has been recounted in detail in

Surah al Baqarah. It is a blessng attainable in the company of Allah’s
Prophets™ and devoted servants, that one realizes his mistakes and is given
the chance to repent.

Prophetic Teachings outweigh all Logics

Prophet Muisa™ returned from Mount Tir enraged and sorrowful. He ruefully
addressed his people that they had committed a blunder by not waiting for the
Divine Commandments, when they had known that he had been summoned
for them. In other words, they had relied more Hn their logics rather than
waiting for the instructions of the Prophet™ who only conveys what he
receives from the Almighty. Whereas intellect and reasoning are tools to tackle
only the mundane affairs, what concerns the Hereafter is beyond the scope of
logics indeed.
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He cast aside the Tablets and seized Prophet Harlin™, his brother, by his locks
in great fury, who requested him not to make him a laughing stock in the
presence of their enemies; for he had tried his level best to stop them from
worshipping the calf. But they did not pay any heed to him, rather threatened
his life. So he must not be taken as an accomplice of the evildoers. Prophet
Miisa™® raised his hands asking for Allah’s Forgiveness for himself and for his
brother. Thus the etiquettes of supplication are that while praying for anyone,
one must also pray for himself with humility and awe of Allah’s Greatness.

152.

153.

154.

155.

Section 19

Those who took to themselves
the calf: presently will overtake
them wrath from their Rabb and
abasement in the life of world.
Thus do We requite the forgers.

And those who committed evils.
and thereafter rep®nted and
believed, verily your Rabb is
thereafter Forgiving, Merciful.

And when the anger of Musa
was allayed and he took up the
tablets, and in the inscription
thereon were guidance and
Mercy unto those who have an
awe of their Rabb.

And Musa singled out of his
people seventy men for Our
appointment; then when the
earthquake seized them, he said:
Rabb: had You willed. You
would have Kkilled them afore
and me also. Will You kill us for
what the fools among us have
done? It is only Your trial by
which You send astray whom
You will, and keep guided
whom You will. You are our|
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Patron. So forgive us You and
have Mercy on us; and You are
the Best of the forgivers.

156. And ordain for us good in the
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Secrets of Revelation

Pinning Hopes on Others than Allah is Disgraceful

Allah has laid down a rule that all those who indulged in worshipping the calf
will be subjected to His Wrath and also humiliation in this worldly life. In
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other words, those who surrender quickly to the force of circumstances.
renounce the door of Allah and rely on other than Him: who make their own
intelligence and wisdom a guide and a refuge, will have to face twofold
punishment in this life. Firstly, His Annoyance, which results in waywardness
and a distortion of beliefs. Secondly, in the form of humiliation and distress:
both these aspects can be witnessed in todays society. Especially, the Western
society, estranged to Allah, presents a perfect example of the aforementioned
dilemma. Their beliefs have been completely distorted and they have lost their
morality and sense of honour. Chastity and virtue have gone with the wind
because of their habitual indulgence in immorality. This is the Divine
Reciprocation of fabricating lies against Him. According to Tafsir-e-Mazhari
the mvention of rituals and innovations in the name of religion amounts to
fabricating a lie against Allah and would be punished accordingly. Yet there is
one hope of salvation and that is through repentance.

Repentance

Repentance involves reformation of one’s beliefs and conduct. The Bani Israil
had to suffer death in atonemem. Those slain were deemed as martyrs and the
survivors were forgiven, as discussed in al-Bagarah. But for the Ummah of the
Holy Prophet™™ this Divine Law has been relaxed; for it only expects from
the sinner to correct his beliefs, to sever ties of submission with all save Allah.
and to practically obey Him. Once this is done, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful for He does not deprive the truly repentant of His Mercy, no matter
how grave a sinner he might have been. When Prophet Misa’s™ anger
subsided, he picked up the tablets having Torah inscribed on them, because
these were not only a source of guidance but also a means of attaining Divine
Blessings, being the Words of Allah.

Benefiting from Divine Scripture

To benefit from any book, acquaintance with the greatness of the author is
imperative, otherwise the desired results are not realized. This acquaintance is
stirred by reading or learning the book. Through a highly subtle phenomenon,
reading the Divine Scripture fuels the drive to recognise Him and His
Attributes. This blessing is acquired from the Holy Prophet®", the very
source of the Divine Book. Given this cognition, guidance and grace flows out
from the Divine Book. This is why the duties assigned to the Holy Prophet®*"
have been arranged in a sequence starting from “Recitation of the Ayat”,
followed by “purification of the soul” (Allah’s Cognition) and lastly “teaching
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of the Scripture and Wisdom™ (guidance and grace). These blessings are
conferred upon those who dread the very thought of annoying their Rabb.

When Prophet Miisa™ presented the Torah to Bani Israil they raised questions
on its authenticity as a Divine Scripture. They said that they had not heard it
being revealed. Prophet Msa™ was very upset. He decided to request Allah
to allow him to bring along selected persons from Bani Israil so that they also
hear the Divine Speech. His request was conceded and he headed for Mount
Tur along with scventy selected persons from all the tribes of Bani Isrdil. As
recounted earlier, they said how could they know by merely hearing the voice
who the speaker was. They asked Prophet Miisa™ to bring Allah before them
50 that they could speak to Him and verify the Torah that it was indeed the
Divine Word. It was a great favour that Allah had agreed to speak to them.
Had they been contented with it they would probably have been unique in
status amongst the entire mankind other than the Prophets™®, to have spoken to
Allah directly.

Demands Beyond one’s Calibre are Suicidal

But unfortunately they forgot their own standing while demanding to behold
Allah. For this arrogance they were duly punished with death. It has been
experienced in Sulik too that some seekers demand something beyond their
capacity, for instance. appointment as a deputy or spiritual mentor. As a result
they lose whatever they had acquired and not only do they go astray but
become a source of derailing others. Allah surely bestows spiritual stations
proportionate to the given capacity, but to demand far above one’s capacity is
very unwise indeed.

Thus the group accompanying Prophet Miisa™ were seized by thunderbolt
and earthquake. Prophet Miisa™® raised his hands in prayer and begged: ‘O
Allah! Had You willed You could have destroyed them long ago, as they had
repeatedly erred. | am myself Your humble slave who could have been
destroyed too if You had so willed. But O’ my Rabb! This death penalty is too
big a trial for their follies. You know the Bani Isriil. They will blame me of
getting their representatives killed.”

Divine Protection against Trials Must Be Sought.
Allah is all-Powerful. If He willed. He could have caused others to be guided
after witnessing the ill fate of seventy arrogant representatives. And if

annoyed, He could have caused the Bani Israil to wander astray in ignorance
thereby ignoring real reason of the death of group and resort to accusing their
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Prophet™. So Prophet Miisa™® begged Allah to shelter them against His trials,
for He was their Helper and Friend. He prayed Allah for Mercy and
Forgiveness; He being the Most Merciful. This Mercy may be displayed so as
to make virtue and piety the hallmarks of their character, in order to earn
reward in the Hereafter. “We turn to You, the One and the Only Being in
penitence.” In other words, it is important to seek His Protection against trials
as well as to seek worldly and eternal bliss from Him by turning to Him in
repentance and pinning all hopes on Him.

So Allah addressed Prophet Miisa™: “Not all wrongdoers are punished by
Me, but some of them are so thoroughly arrogant and rebellious that they ask
for it. Though every wrongdoer deserves to be punished, but I overlook. My
Mercy is so overwhelming that no amount of sin can exceed it”. But it must be
remembered that Allah’s special Mercy is attained only by those who observe
Taqwa; a state of the heart repeatedly explained before. Although the
wrongdoer and the non believer also benefits from the Divine Mercy common
to all in this world, and is given respite to enjoy the wealth, health, progeny,
power and numerous other bRssings, yet eventually he remains deprived if he
does not repert. The special Divine Mercy is only for those, who have
enlightened hearts and are aware of Him; those who earn lawfully and spend
in His Cause and hold the correct beliefs.

Payment of Zakat

The obligation of Zakat is always mentioned simultaneously with the faith to
emphasize the fact that a believer, besides worship, strives to earn his living
lawfully. He does not covet the wealth of others, rather helps the poor and the
needy. However, Zakat is only payable when he holds assets liable to it. But
sadly enough, a large number of religious scholars become content with Zakat
as source of livelihood and shirk regular work. Whereas payment of Zakat is a
token of consummation of faith and the beauty of Islam, and only those
genuinely incapable of earning a livelihood qualify to receive it.

Companions™" and Ummah Praised

Allah asserts that these qualities will be possessed by those contemporaries of
the unlettered Prophet™>"", who will accept his Message and obey him. The
term “unlettered™ refers to a person who can neither read nor write and is
generally considered a shortcoming. But the Holy Prophet™" werked such
wonders of extraordinary wisdom that thé entire mankind fails t~ present a
parallel. Forty years of his noble life, as witnessed by the Makkans, he neither




attended a schoo! nor any sermon. But after he declared his Prophethood, not
even a single subject remained un-addressed. Whatever he said about on a
particular issue proved to be the final word. So being unlettered became a
matter of excellence for the Holy Prophet™®*". The qualities of the unlettered
Prophet*** have been so vividly described in the Torah and the Bible as to
reveal his complete personality. Although these Scriptures stand badly
mutilated today. yet his eulogies and repeated mention is still retained. The
scholars have compiled books comprising those references and it is amazing
that the Jews and Christians have not contradicted them, which itself is a
living evidence of the validity of Islam. Otherwise they would have kicked up
much dust against the Qurian. The Commentators recount a number of
references in this regard, which are being skipped here for fear of protraction.

One of the Prophetic Excellences

Another virtue of the Holy Prophet>*" announced is that he enjoins good and
forbids evil. Though this task is performed by all the Prophets™ and is
befitting to the exalted office of Prophethood yet it is unique that whoever is
associated with him develops an affinity towards good and a repulsion for evil.
This. in fact, is also the standard to judge a Shaikh’s excellence. If the above
effect is attained in his company to some extent, it is certainly worthwhile to
follow him. Otherwise, he does not deserve to be a Shaikh or a guide.

E’aborating further on his virtues, it is said that he will also permit what is
pure, for many good things were forbidden to Bani Israil as punishment, such
as the fat of permissible animals. He will forbid all sorts of filth such as the
consumption of carrion, blood, wine and wealth acquired by unlawful means
or the bad habits etc. In other words, after raising of the Holy Prophet™*" the
criterion of virtue and evil will be the Shari‘ah enforced by him.

Criterion for Good and Bad

Whatever is permitted by Shari‘ah is good and what it defines as permissible
is the best. And what is banned by the Holy Prophet®*" is bad. Whatever is
forbidden by Shari‘ah cannot be of any material benefit to mankind. The next
distinction of the Holy Prophet>*" revealed is that he relieves the people of
their burdens and shackles. This refers to the austere restrictions enforced on
Bani Isrdil as a punishment for their arrogance. For instance, they were not
permitted to wash their soiled clothes but had to cut the dirty portion off, they
had to amputate that part of the body involved in sin as an atonement; they
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could not take any spoils of war. These and many more restrictions were
annulled by Islam to free the mankind.

The Shari*ah that the Holy Prophet™"" brought lays down the most convenient
way to live. His introduction is followed by a word on the qualities of those
who accepted his Message, the Companions™". They were the very first
addressees of this Revelation. and were a living example of all the positive
qualities. They accepted his Message and held him in the highest esteem. They
served him and assisted him in every detail and followed the light he had
brought.

The Excellence of Prophethood &

Believing, here is synonymous to the respect and adoration of the Hely
Prophet™>*". In other words. obedience and adherence out of compulsion is not
the underlying aim: rather a devotion stemming out of affection and fond love
is demanded. A believer should have so much love and respect for the Holy
Prophet®>™ in his hegzt that he develops a distaste for all that is disliked by
- him. Obeying the Prophets™ has always been obligatory, but for the Holy
Prophet>*" obedience based on respect, esteem and adoration is mandatory.
That is why the Qurén repeatedly stresses on the etiquettes to be observed in
his exalted audience

The level of respect for the Holy Prophet®*" is judged by the extent of
assistance and support offered to him in the accomplishment of his mission.
For example, amongst the duties of the Holy Prophet™>*" were to convey the
Message of Allah to mankind and to eliminate injustice and oppression from
the face of the earth. The Companions™*" exerted ceaselessly and took this
Message across the globe, and eradicated tyranny and oppression from every
corner of the land. Even today, faith demands from the Muslims that they
should exert all efforts to propagate and spread the beliefs in their pristine
purity for upholding Islam. Not only should piety be practised but it should
also be enforced through sincere struggle.

To Follow Sunnah is Obligatory

And those who follow the light of the Divine Book leading onto the clear path,
in contrast to all the winding roads of darkness. are indeed successful in both
the worlds There are two aspects of Sunnah Firstlv are the matters related to
worship. Observing and practising them according to the Sunnzh 1s obligatory.
Secondly, are the matters of habit i.e. the practices adopted by the Holy
Prophet>** as habits. Following these is the best way of attaining Barakah,
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though it is not mandatory. This i1s because habits vary across times and
regions. For instance, clothing and food may vary but care must be taken that
one does not adopt the ways of the non believers in the process. Here the
following matters have been revealed in a sequence.

Firstly, adherence to the Prophethood as mentioned in the very outset because
faith, practice and belief in the Qurin as Allah’s Book depends on obedience
and adherence to the Holy Prophet™". Therefore, it is obligatory to adhere to
the Sunnah. Secondly, the tenets of Islam handed down by him must be
accepted In toto without any alterations. And finally the respect and ardent
love of the Holy Prophet™" which would compel the believer to obey him
and to offer his very life for the fulfilment of his mission. This indeed is the
key to Paradise.
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Secrets of Revelation

All the Prophets™ infﬂnned their respective nations about the future raising of
the Holy Prophet>*". They instructed them to believe in him and also took a
pledge that whoever from amongst them or their progeny would live to see
him, must obey him. When Prophet Miisa™ requested Allah to bless his
nation with exalted levels of excellence it was revealed to him that these will
be given to the contemporaries of the unlettered Prophet™>*", those who will
believe in him. Thus the devotion and obedience to the Holy Prophet®*" has
been declared as the consummation of faith and acme of excellence. The Holy
Prophet>*" is told to announce that he is Allah’s Messenger for the entire
mankind. So if believing in him was enjoined upon the preceding nations, it is
obligatory on everyone, forever, to believe in him after his raising.
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Miraculous and Final Prophethood

The Holy Prophet™*" is instructed to announce that he was not sent for any
specific nation or region or time but for the entire mankind for all times to
come, as Allah’s Messenger; a Messenger in whom the preceding nations
believed through their Prophets™. And for the contemporary and future
generations, it has been made obligatory to believe in him and in his Message.
And those failing to do so shall be deemed as non believers. This indeed is the
finality of Prophethood as by the raising of the Holy Prophet™" the
Prophethood stood completed. It left no room or need for any new Prophet™
to be sent unto any nation or region or time. Now if anyone makes any such
claim, he certainly would be an imposter! This is why Muslim Jurists have
declared that an imposter himself is a non believer, and anyone seeking a
proof from him also becomes one. This is because the latter has failed to
believe in the finality of Prophethood and there lurked in his mind a possibility
of a new Prophet. All who go astray by following an imposter are those who
had concealed in them the germs of this disbelief all along.

The finality of the Prophethood is also evident from the fact that even if any of
the preceding Prophets™ returns to earth, he too will have to follow the
teachings of the Holy Prophet®*". According to Hadith: “If Prophet Miisa™
was alive today, he would have no option but to follow me; and Prophet ‘Isa™**
who dwells now in the heavens, on his return to earth, will follow my Shari*ah
while retaining his Prophethood.”

Secondly, a great miracle of the Holy Prophet™>" is the amazing speed and
effectiveness with which his Message spread, in the absence of any
worthwhile means of communications: telephone, telegraph, postal system etc,
at the time of his raising. The Holy Prophet®*" announces his Prophethood
from a hillock of a remote settlement located in the wilderness of a vast desert.
The prevalent condition is that not a single soul on the face of the earth is
acquainted with Allah’s Name. Under these circumstances his declaration is a
miracle in itself. Apparently it is impossible to convey the Message to all the
far off settlements, let alone enforce it. But the excellence of the Holy
Prophet>*" must be acknowledged that not only did people accept his
Message but also became a sourcc of conveying it to others over a very short
span of time. So much so that within twenty three years of his raising, i.e. by
the time the Revelation of the Quran was completed, the entire Arabian
Peninsula had turned into an Islamic State. And within another twenty three
years after his passing away, the devotees of his Prophethood established a
mighty empire of Islam extending from China to Spain and from Siberia to
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Africa. This was a manifestation of faith in Allah and obedience to the Holy
Prophet™*" as well as an open invitation to it. From these times, the slogans of
Allah’s Unity echo all around the globe and will Insha Allah continue to be
heard till the Final Day.

Righteous Group Survives for Ever

This is indeed the evidence of the fact that the Ummah of the Holy Prophet$**
will never unite on falsehood. There will always be in every Age. a group of
the righteous, who will be the custodians of the light of Prophethood. This is
supported by a saying of the Holy Prophet™™: “There will always be a group
of people who will standfast on truth and will negate rituals and absurdities.
They will be like my deputies in carrying out the duties of Prophethood,” or
words to that effect. Imam Razi™ " asserts that the Ayah “be with the truthful”
proves that there will always be a group of truthful persons in the world to
justify this Divine Command. This also proves the authenticity of ljm‘a
(Consensus of the Ummah) as it is impossible that this group of the truthful
will ever side with falsehood.

Correction of a Misunderstanding

Some people suggest that a person shall win salvation in the Hereafter no
matter what religion he follows so long as he does not hurt anyone and acts
piously. This certainly is incorrect as after the raising of the Holy Prophet>*¥,
believing in him is the very basis of piety. No matter what religion a person
may have followed, as soon as he hears about the Holy Prophet®*¥ he will
have to believe in him as Allah’s Messenger to find an entry in Islam. Only as
a Muslim shall a good deed benefit him in this world and the Hereafter.
Outside Islam it will benefit him only in this world. But for a person who has
not heard of the Holy Prophet™*" and is either the follower of any preceding
Divine Religion or is logically convinced of Allah’s Unity shall qualify for
salvation. But there is virtually no place in the world where the lights of his
exalted name are not shining. However, to absorb them in cne’s heart is purely
by good fortune. Allah declares that the appointment of a single Prophet™""
for the entire mankind is nothing strange. Afterall the Owner of the entire
creation is also One, Whose Sovereignty prevails over the entire universe. It is
He Who has sent His Messenger. He is the Most Glorious and the Only One
Worthy of worship. Besides Him all the rest are ensnared in a struggle
between life and death. It is He Alone Who gives life and death to everyone.
Therefore O Children of Adam! It is for your own good that you accept the
Greatness and Unity of Allah and believe in the unlettered Prophet™** who
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himself is a believer of Allah’s Magnificence, all of His Messengers and His
Scriptures. In other words, inspite of enjoying the most exalted status, he also
believes in the status given to others by Allah. Therefore, it is best for people
to obey and to serve him with sincerity in order to find true guidance. The
opinion of our pious precursors is extremely valuable, in that all the paths
leading to the Divine Court have been closed except one of the Holy Prophet™>*".

Allah reveals that amongst the followers of Prophet Miisa™ was also a group
of people who always stood firm on truth and propagated it. They pursued
their religion, but as soon as the raising of the Holy Prophet™" was
announced, they embraced Islam. Such fortunate people were there amongst

the Christians too, and some lucky ones continue to embrace Islam until now.

Now the Divine Address reverts back to Prophet Miisa™®. He is reminded of
the Divine Favour how the twelve clans of Bani Israil were awarded separate
status. When they faced the shortage of water, Prophet Miisa™® raised his
hands in prayer. He was told to strike the rock with his rod and from it
sprouted twelve water springs, one for each clan. When heat became
unbearable, Allah provided them with a canopy of clouds and catered for them
pure food from the heavens in the form of quails and the sweet grain. They
were directed to eat the pure and the lawful, but the fools did not obey and as a
result headed for destruction. They did not wrong Allah but indeed wronged
themselves. These events are recounted to recapitulate Allah’s Graciousness
bestowed upon mankind by the raising the Holy Prophet™>**, a token of Mercy
for the entire universe. Now if someone shrugs the necessity to obey him, he

himself will be at a stupendous loss.

Allah gave control to Bani Isrdil over the cities without having to fight and
permitted them to eat and drink at leisure and to prostrate before Allah in
penitence, upon entering the city. Not only that they shall be forgiven their
past follies but the devotees shall also be blessed with more rewards. Yet the
ill fated distorted even the words they were directed to utter, let alone act in
compliance.

Rituals against Religion are Disastrous

The eternal loss besides, natural calamities gripped them in this world. It
clearly shows that if the teachings of the Holy Prophet®*" are renounced
giving way to rituals for Divine Reward, it will certainly invoke disasters like
loss of crops, famine, disease, earthquakes etc. In the modern world, despite
all the technology and other advancements, the Divine chastisement in the
form of wars, natural catastrophes and diseases prevails. Nevertheless, for any
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one looking for peace, the path of the Holy Prophet™*" is open. a sure way to
safety, be it a nation or an individual.

163.

164.

163.

L

166.

167.

Section 21

And you ask them about the
town that stood by the sea when
they transgressed in the matter
of the Sabbath, when their fish
came to them openly on the
Sabbath Day, and did not come
to them on the day they did not
observe the Sabbath. Thus We
tested them for they were used
to transgress. '

And recall what time a
community of them said: why
do you exhort a people whom
Allah is going to Kill or chastise
with a severe chastisement?
They said: to justify us before
your Rabb, and that perhaps
they may fear God.

Then when they forgot what
they had been exhorted with,
We delivered those who
restrained others from evil and
We seized those who did wrong
with a distressing torment, for
they were used to transgress.

So when they exceeded the

limits of what they were
prohibited, We said to them: be
you apes despised.

And recall when your Rabb
proclaimed that He would surely
raise upon them, till the Day of
Resurrection, someone
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168.

169.

170.

171.

perpetrating upon them worst
oppression. Verily your Rabb is
Swift in retribution; and verily
He is Forgiving, Merciful.

And We cut them up into
communities on the earth; some
of them righteous, and some of
them otherwise; and We
tempted them with good and
evil, that perchance they may
return.

Then succeeded them a posterity
who inherited the Book, taking
this inferior world’s gear and
saying: assuredly i will be
forgiven us. And ir there comes
to them another gear like it they
shall take it. Has there not lain
upon them the bond of the Book
that they shall say of God
anything but truth? And they
have read what is in it, and the
abode of the Hereafter is better
for those who fear. Do you not
then understand?

And those who stand fast by the
Book and establish Salat — verily
We will not waste the wages of
the rectifiers.

And recall when We shook the
mountain over them as though it
was a canopy and they imagined
that it was going to fall upon
them; and We said: hold firmly
what We have given you and
remember what is in that;
perchance you may fear.
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Secrets of Revelation

The Holy Prophet®*" is being told to remind the Jews about the fate of a
township by the sea, inhabited by their ancestors long time ago. They were
forbidden to catch fish on Saturdays. Strangely enough, flocks of fish would
surface on Saturdays, whereas catching them on other days was no easy task.
It was indeed a test to see if they could resist the temptation.

Chances to Err are Increased as Trial

They were put to this trial because they had often refuted the Divine
Commandments. It is a Law of Nature that when pious people are put to trial,
their capacity to do good remains unaffected, even though apparently they
may be distressed. But in care of wrongdoers their chances to err and disobey
are increased. This indeed is a very hard trial. Thus the disobedient dug out
ditches by the river to trap the fish on Saturdays in order to catch it during the
week. Some pious men protested and tried to stop this sinful ruse, as deception
and deceit does not alter the reality. There was yet a group who would
discourage the men of piety from preaching on the ground that the wicked
have been destined for disaster anyway.

Preaching is Necessary

The righteous asserted that it was only for Allah that they spoke against the
evil, with the hope that the warning might revert them to Allah in penitence.
But the transgressors turned a deaf ear and simply ignored the advice. So the
pious were spared and the transgressors severely punished. Here the Qurén
speaks of salvation of only those who forbade evil, and there is no mention of
the group who had deemed preaching a futile effort. Thus the one who does
not speak or act against evil around, becomes an accomplice and as such, does
not escape punishment. When the wicked crossed all limits, the punishment
meted out was proportionate to their misdeeds. Allah turned them into
abominable apes, depriving them of human appearance.

Due to continuous disobedience and ingratitude of the Jews, Allah warned
mankind through His Messengers that the Jews shall always be subservient to
some nation or the other for as long as they exist. And it does not take long for
Allah to punish the disobedient if He wills. However, if a wrongdoer repents,
he will find Him the Most Beneficent and Merciful. Yet it must not be
mistaken that the Jews, having been disgraced throughout history have finally
been allowed a State of their own.
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The State of Israil

In fact Israil is nothing but the dominion of various world powers over the
Jews. It serves as a base camp of the USA. Britain and Russia for their anti-
Islam campaigns. Inspite of all facades, it is a matter of common knowledge
that Israil is nothing more than a representative of the afore mentioned powers
with no status of its own. This State is also a form of affliction for them. The
treatment they received from Hitler is a well known chapter of history.

Mauldana Mufti Muhammad Shafi**"* writes in his Mu‘arif al Quran that the
concentration of Jews in Isrdail is a prelude to their destruction, because
Prophet ‘Isa™® after his descent in Damascus will put them all to sword. As the
criminals of Allah, driven by the force of circumstances, they themselves
approach their altar. Allah would not send Policemen with handcuffs to arrest
them! He dispersed them over land as a punishment and put them asunder in
various factions.

Sectarianism-a Form of Punishment

There were some Jews who stood fast on virtue while the wicked were split
into factions on mutual differences. Hence it is proven that to deny the truth
and to form factions for temporal benefits is a Divine Punishment. By Allah’s
Grace, Muslims are protected against this evil to a great extent and are a
consolidated community in every country, many of which have Muslims
Governments. However, the Jews were subjected to hardships and trials in the
form of occasional weal and woe, to make them realise their mistakes and to
reform themselves. But their succeeding generations plunged deeper into
disobedience. They even went as far as to distort and interpolate their Book in
return for worldly gains, yet ironically entertaining false hopes for salvation
and forgiveness. Instead of being ashamed of their conduct they insist that they
shall be pardoned. The fact is that they do not hesitate for a moment before
making more amendments in their Book as and when they are offered money.
The redemption in the Hereafter depends on giving up sin and repenting
sincerely. To insist on sin and expect to be forgiven is nothing but self
delusion.

Giving Wrong Verdict

The Jews had taken a pledge in Torah that they would never liec on Allah and
would speak nothing but the truth. They repeatedly read this point in their
Book, that giving a wrong verdict amounts o fabricating lies over Allah,
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while eternal bliss is for the righteous; those whose hearts are totally dedicated
to Allah. Still, they miserably failed to discern this point.

No Compulsion in Religion

It is a plain fact that those who adhere firmly to the Divine Book and worship
Him. are certainly rewarded. The Bani Israil were given many opportunities to
stick to virtue. It was indeed Allah’s Mercy to suspend the Mount Tar over
them as an admorition. They actually experienced the fear of it falling over
them. They were commanded to adopt and practise the Divine
Commandments revealed in their Book with devotion to help cultivate Taqwa,
but to no avail.

Some intellectuals today mistakingly believe that the Ayah “There is no
compulsion in Din™ means that no one should be forced to practise it. In fact it
means that no one should be forced into accepting Din: a rule common to all
the preceding religions. But once it is accepted, any negligence in its practice
cannot be allowed. It is the responsibility of the Islamic State to make sure that
people abide by Allah’s Book. For this purpose the Islamic Penal Code
assigns penalties for the defaulters.

Section 22

172. And recall when your Rabb s 5 s
brought forth from the children :*t*’ﬁ»'b*"u‘r*“ wondh; B3
of Adam their posterity from ‘4%  ae PR 7
their backs and madg them b l,‘,{, I..,._JJ; "'L'“
testify as to themselves, saying: E_’_c_.,ﬂi.\;.;ui’;g;uﬂt 3 j
am I not your Rabb? They said: o AT
vea! We testify. That was lest @bﬂi—'ﬂ-ﬂia‘
you should say on the Day of
Resurrection: verily of this we
have been unaware.

3!,::’

173.  Or lest you should say: it was e
only our fathers who associated '-u#' JPwLJL'l -"ﬂ“‘"j:".;‘
before, and we have been a oot ,,,, C e
posterity after them, will You @ Lﬁf’{'!

destroy us then for what the
followers of falsehood did?
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174.

175.

176.

B

178.

179.

And thus do We detail the
revelations, that perchance they
might return.

And recite to them the story of
one to whom We gave Our
Signs but he sloughed them off:
so Satan followed him. And he
became of the perverted.

And had We willed We would
surely have lifted him thereby;
but he clung to the earth and
pursued his desire, so his
parable is the parable of a dog,
who, if you assail him lolls out
his tongue and if you leave him
alone, then also lolls out his
tongue. Such is the parable of
the people who belie Our Signs.
So recount you the story that
perchance they may reflect.

Vile is the likeness of the people
who belie Our Ayit, and their
own souls they are used to
wrong.

Whomsoever Allah guides he 1s
the rightly guided, and
whomsoever He sends astray —
those! They are the losers.

Assuredly We have created for
Hell many of the Jinn and
mankind. They have hearts, vet
do not understand with them:
they have eyes yet do not see
with them; and they have ears
yet do not hear with them. They

are like cattle: nay, even further|
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astray. Those! They are the

heedless ones.

180. Allah’s are the Excellent PR oY e T
Names: so call Him by them, “"““"""’JL""‘" bt -'*'h
and Ieave_ alone those who 15;!’[';:;;,:@" 1;_ B ik
profane His Names. Presently I
will they be requited for what @ﬂ 4
they have been doing.

181 And of those whom We have %o ,_,,g,.-.,,_.,,, ;
created there is a community *‘-',J..?'J"‘dﬂr Cils sy
guiding others with truth as by it @ ) j e
they act justly. i
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Secrets of Revelation

As for the awareness of Din, it had been inspired into every human being.
Firstly, the Spirit is a native of ‘Alam-e-Amr which is far exalted than the
‘Alam-e-Khalq because it is directly related to the Divine Attributes. Then
after creating the Spirits they were not left on their own, rather all individuals
in the posterity of Prophet Adam™ were brought forth from their reins, their
seed and made to testify: “Am I not your Rabb?” All answered, “Yes! We do
testify! And not only do we accept but bear witness.” Thus they became
witnesses upon their own selves.

Was Covenant from Spirit or also from the Physical Body?

The Commentators have dwelt at length whether the Covenant was taken only
from the Spirits or from both the Spirits and the physical bodies together. The
quintessence of all the opinions has been summed up by Mufti Muhammad
Shafi**"“*. He writes that elements of the body were brought together in subtle
form and united with the Spirits. Nothing is beyond the scope of the Powers of
the Omnipotent Whe has established a mini solar system in a single atom. The
fact revealed in this Ayah that the Children of Adam werc drawn from his
loins also endorses the same view. The loins being at the centre of the physical
body. it is here that the ingredients of a man’s descendents are stored. The
Spirits are not stored in the loins but from the time of creation reside in “Alam-
e-Amr until their transfer into their respective bodies in the wombs of the
mothers. The Spirit by itself cannot disobey Allah, it is the darkness of the
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physical body which conceals the Majesty of Allah from its vision. It is this
darkness which blurs the vision of the Riih also whereby the latter fails to see
Divine Magnificence. Thus the inclusion of physical body to this Covenant
was more important.

In short, from the loins of Prophet Adam™® was brought forth the seed of his
children and in turn of those of the descendents to be born until the Doomsday.
They were all gathered together and united with their respective Spirits. And
with it, all were granted the power to speak and to discern the truth. Allah
manifested the excellence of His Being in the form of His Attribute of
Providence and then asked His Creation: Is there anyone save Me worthy of
being called as your Rabb?

Confession of Allah’s Providence

It is worth noticing that Allah did not demand a confession of His Divinity but
of His Providence. The reason is very obvious. When a person begins to
attach hopes with anyone other than Allah, he also gives up His Obedience in
favour of the one who is the focus of his hopes. However, if one strongly
believes that his Rabb, that is, the Sole Provider of all his needs is Allah, he
avoids heading in the wrong direction. And if an error is committed he
immediately turns to Allah seeking His Forgiveness. Therefore, on the Day of
the Covenant, the oath was taken only on His Providence. Although on arrival
in this arena of life, the memory failed but the seed had been sown in the
human existence. A glance at the history of mankind shows that it has always
practised some rituals or the other in the name of religion. Even today those
who are unaware of the true religion, do observe some customs and rituals in

its name. Probably it is because of the seed of seeking Allah, sown through
the Covepant unto mankind. This stimulant did perform its task. Although
many failed to find guidance because the darkness of their deeds precluded
them to hit the right track, yet the desire to seek Allah is embedded in every
human soul.

Pedigree Must be Assigned to Father

By the mention of the loins of fathers and not the wombs of mothers it has
been clarified that the children must be assigned to he father. This alse causes
piety in a society. Besides, the children inherit from their father not only the
material assets but also often the moral and the spiritual valuss. But
unfortunately in a situation whereby the declaration of the real father is no
longer a requirement, sin and debauchery get a chance to flourish in the
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society. This is why the Holy Prophet™*" said that the child shall be assigned
to the one on whose bed it is conceived i.e. in whose wedlock the woman is.
And for the adulterers are the stones. If a woman conceives without wedlock
she will be punished. First of all the Shi‘ites produced illegtimate children by
Mut‘a. This led to the creation of a generation in Iran whose slogan was:
‘Mother known, father unknown’. Today this evil has become wide spread in
the modern so-called civilized society of the West where women have many
children without ever getting married. If it is made a legal requirement to
assign the child to its lawful father it would eradicate the problem of
illegitimate children from their society. Hence on ihe Day of the Covenant, the
pedigree was assigned to the father; for he can remain concealed from the
world but not from Allah. Everyone was destined to have a father, whether by
adopting the right or the wrong path is a separate issue.

Where did the Covenant Take Place?

According to Tafsir-e-Mazhari quoting Hadhrat ibn-e-*Abbas™*", supported
by many scholars of Hadith, the Covenant was taken in the Plain of “Arafat.
Prophet Adam™ after his decent from the Paradise arrived in *Arafat or the
Valley of N*améan where he was pardoned and began his new life. It was then
that this Covenant was taken. This version is supported by very authentic
evidence, although a report by Kalbi says that it was taken after the creation of
Prophet Adam™ in the heavens. This Ayah highlights the virtues of taking an
Oath of Allegiance; for sure it has a unique impact.

Oath of Allegiance and its Benefits

The Holy Prophet>*" took an Oath of Allegiance from the Ansar at *Ugbah,
and later many oaths were taken on important occasions. The Oath taken at
Hudaibiyah finds a mention in the Quran. It was also taken when Makkah was
conquered. This practice continued after the Holy Prophet™*" in the era of the
four righteous Caliphs™" and is carried on todate by the learned scholars.
However, these oaths vary in nature. The issues on which such oaths are taken
range from repenting on sin or on disbelief, to following and practising Islam,
to practising piety. to choosing a ruler, to Jihdd or to the attainment of spiritual
states of the Qalb. The last one in the order is the oath taken F * the Stfi saints.

So Allah directs mankind to remember the Covenant lest they say on the Day
of Judgment that they had forgotten it. Allah, the Most Gracious also created a
sacred group >f His Messengers™ from whom He took an Oath of Allegiance
and support for the Holy Prophet™". These noble personages reminded

mankind of this promise through time and invited people repeatedly to their
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One and the Only Provider. These were Divine Favours, which reached the
climax with the raising of the Holy Prophet***. Only those shall fail to benefit
from him who have drenched their souls in sin to such an extent that Allah has
denied them the opportunity to repent.

The mankind is also being told not to present the excuse that they were misled
by their forefathers, who were responsible for the invention of all sorts of
ungodly rituals.and polytheistic practices. Their plea for Mercy, based on the
argument that they were not the inventors but just the followers will not be
entertained, because Allah’s Plan of directly introducing the entire mankind to
His Greatness and Providence has forestalled their logics. He has instilled a
passionate yearning for Him in the Qulib. Now it is the duty of every
individual to safeguard this priceless emotion so that it .may constantly
provoke them to piety and force them not to be contented with anything save
the truth.

This indeed is a favour that Allah explains matters in such details so that
people may perceive the reality and thus turn back to Him. This graciousness
and solemnity is being showered to highlight the dire consequences of man’s
indulgence in the pursuit of camnal desires. To give an idea of how much
damage it can cause, the Holy Prophet™*" is being instructed tc recount the
tale of the man who had been blessed with Ayat here the term Ayat refers to a
knowledge and perception of the Revelations.

Ayat Refers to State of Qalb

In my humble opinion it refers to that state or feeling which is experienced at
the recitation of each individual Ayah. The accomplished Siifis are generally
blessed with the feeling that with the recitation of each Ayah they receive a
particular reflection of Divine Splendour, which leaves a certain impact on
their hearts. This is why even the imposters tell their disciples to recite an
Ayah and watch its impact on the heart. Whereas if one is fortunate enough to
Have an accomplished Shaikh, one does not need to create these feelings
artificially for they are showered by Allah. This is because meditations or the
spiritual states of the Qalb are rewards, and rewards are always bestowed by
Allah.

Misfortune of an Exalted Sufi

It is reported that he got involved in the carnal desires and stripped himself of
the distinction and spiritual enrichment just as a snake sloughs off its skin, or
an animal is skinned off. In other words. overwhelmed with avarice he lost his
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spiritual states and immediately slipped into the control of Satan who led him
astray.

According to a saying of the Holy Prophet®™*V as reported by Hadhrat
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas™" this person was a spiritual leader of exalted status
from Jabbarin tribe of the Bani Israil. He was also a Mustajab ud D‘awat
(person whose prayers are surely answered). When the Pharaoh was drowned
and the Bani Isrdil tumed to Syria, they were commanded to take over the
cities occupied by the Jabbarin tribe. The tribesmen rushed to their spiritual
leader to inform him that Prophet Miisa™® was a very stern ruler and was
heading towards their territory with hundreds of thousands of fighters. The
fate of the Pharaoh had frightened them, so they requested him to pray to
Allah, being a person whose prayers are accepted, that no harm should come
to them from Prophet Miisa™. He said that Miisa®* was Allah’s Prophet.
always escorted by angels, so he dared not say anything against him; and
anyone who clashed with him would surely be destroyed. When they insisted,
he said that he would seek permission from Allah at night. The next day they
approached him again. He told them that Allah had commanded him to obey
Prophet Miisa™ and not to oppose him. But his people kept on pressing him.
When he finally refused they brought money and valuable gifts which he kept
on the insistence of his wife. They visited him again on the following day. He
was now under obligation, so Satan and his soul misled him further. He took
his people on a hillock and raised his hands in prayer against the Prophet™®.
But praise be to Allah, whatever evil words he would use for Prophet Miisa™>,
would come out of his mouth against his own people. They protested that he
was himself invoking destruction for them. He said that it was from Allah and -
as such beyond his control. Meanwhile his tongue dangled out of his mouth
and all the spiritual states he had were seized. And when these are seized, they
take one’s faith along.

Seizure of Spiritual States Results in Loss of Faith

It is a strange phenomenon that if the spiritual states of a seeker are seized, he
generally loses his faith and turns an apostate. This is why Shaikh Allah Yar
Khan™"* never seized anyone’s states or stations except in the case of one of
his students who had extraordinary Kashf and high spiritual stations. When
this unfortunate seeker, misinterpreting his spiritual visions, began to act upon
them and inspite of being repeatedly cautioned did not pay heed, the Shaikh
seized his spiritual states so that he should not mislead others. After this, he
denied the very existence of Allah. May Allah protect us! Many such cases,
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have also been seen who were once men of feelings but the temporal greeds
misled them and they lost their sublime states along with their faith.

Now the spiritual leader of the tribe of Jabbarin after losing his sublime states,
fell prey to Iblis and lost his track. He realised that he had lost everything so
he told his people that he could only think of a trick which might help them.
He advised them to send their beautiful voung girls as vendors unto the People
of Prophet Miisa™, telling these girls not to discourage anyone’s amorous
advances. If his people fell'prey to adultery, they. too will lose Divine Help.
They ftried this and a chieftain of Bani Sham®on, Ibn-e-Shalum, fell for one of
the women and committed adultery. It resulted in the outbreak of plague in the
ranks of Prophet Miisa’s™ Army, killing thousands of men. At last, they
executed both the chieftain and his mate, hung them outside their abode
begging for Allah’s Forgiveness and they were duly forgiven. The name of
‘this spiritual leader of the Jabbarin has been recorded as Bal*am bin Ba‘or.

These spiritual states were such a blessing that Allah might have graced him
with much higher spiritual stations but because of his greed and lowliness he
clung to the soil. Whether it be jewels or gold, money or power, 1t is nothing
but dust; for it is worldly and shall one day be reduced to dust. So this man,
too, clung to this dust and became a slave of his fancies. He fell low like a dog
who pants with its tongue lolled out whether carrying a load or not. All those
who falsify the Divine Revelations get to this state. Same is the case of these
Jews and Christians who had been waiting for the Final Prophet™*V. They
would recount his signs and in any encounter with the infidels would seek
Divine Succour through his intercession. But once he was raised, they fell
victim to mundane power and greed. Not only did they fail to accept the faith
but remained in the frontline of opposition.

Allah, therefore, tells the Holy Prophet®** to recount this event to Jews and
the Christians. They must not be proud of their knowledge and piety; for it
does not take long to be ruined like Bal*am bin Ba‘or. Therefore, if one is
blessed with spiritual states and good deeds, with a passion for worship, he
must thank Allah and pray for holding fast to Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™*".
This parable is a great lesson to learn from. Besides, all those who oppose the
Divine Commandment indeed become destitute and wrong their own selves.

Guidance and the Misguided

Only those whom Allah guides find the guidance and those whom Allah
sends astray are indeed at a great loss. Here it should not be mistaken that

Allah coerces scme to be misguided. It has been revealed that Allah created
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human beings and Jinn to worship Him ie. to attain His Cognition.
Unfortunately some people opt for the path of disobedience either by personal
choice or by following their ancestors or because of bad company. As a
punishment, their capacity to receive and accept guidance is seized. Yet there
are others who are fortunate enough to seek good company and act piously. To
them Allah guides further and opens out avenues of spiritual elevation. This is
what the Ayah stands for, that no one can help a person who himself spoils his
terms with Allah, and no one can harm the one who has earned Divine
Support and Pleasure. All this, however, depends on human conduct. Nothing
happens out of the blue without being in Allah’s Knowledge. He did not
create mankind in vain. The Shi‘ites, on the contrary, believe in Bida’ for
Allah.

Negation of the Belief in Bida*

It means that Allah is not Aware of the consequences of events until they
actually occur. The Shi‘ites concocted this in negation of the Ayat revealed in
honour of the Four Noble Caliphs. They wanted 10 prove that at the time of
revelations these exalted Companions™"“ were good but later on they
changed. Allah asserts that it is in His Knowledge as to how many Jinn and
human being will eventually go to Hell. And so sure is His Knowiedge as if
they were actually created for Hell. Scholars have dilated here on the issue of
destiny but it is not a topic of discussion for the layman. It is sufficient to
understand that Allah is the Sovereign Ruler, the Only Creator and the Only
Owner and is thus free to decide the placement of His creation. No one has the
right to question His decisions. Nevertheless, it is very clear that the
absurdness of Bida® cannot be attributed to Allah, nor does He forget
anything. His Knowledge is Absolute and Eternal and He is constantly
Vigilant over everything and everyone. The past or the future is present before
Him. He knew even before the birth of mankind as to who would come out
triumphant from the practical field of life and who would qualify for Hell. But
inspite of knowing He did allow them+o be born and blessed with all sorts of
faculties.

Qalb

Firstly, all the creations possess life and its awareness. They also have the
capacity to contemplate their survival as well as improvement. The clay,
stones or the inert substances have animation which cannot be observed with
physical eyes. Secondly, the plants which grow and flourish not only accept
the climatic effects but it has been experimented that they yield better results
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when given the human love and attention. Thirdly, are the animals who have
more understanding than the preceding two groups. Therefore, they manage to
have their food and shelter. to procreate and to protect themselves from their
enemy. And above all 1s human being who not only can maintain his physical
existence but can also protect it. He enjoys various bodily delights and a
colourful social life. He builds beautiful cities and means of communication
and spends billions on beautification. He also has the sense to appreciate the
Magnificence of his Creator and thus alongwith his physical development he
also caters for the nourishment of his Spirit. This is because he has been
blessed with a Qalb equipped with the highest standards of perception
enabling him to perceive the Greatness of Allah. Commensurate to his
capacity he can attain His Cognition and submit to His Will and Purpose.

The inert substances, the plants and the animals are merely there to serve
mankind in this world and will not exist in the Hereafter. Whereas human
being is a temporary dweller of this world who will live forever in the
Hereafter. Therefore, his needs are not confined to the nourishment of his
body but extend to his welfare in the Hereafter. The satiation of the eternal
needs is hinged on the Qalb. It is the subtle organ which is blessed with Divine
Address and a taste for eternal bliss. Allah asserts that He blessed every
human being with a Qalb but the ill fated who are Hell bound have indeed
failed to utilize this faculty for discriminating between right and wrong and
understanding the reality. When Qalb is indifferent and insensitive, neither the
eyes see nor the ears can listen to the truth, which could facilitate Allah’s
Cognition. Thus the life of a person gets restricted to that of an animal,
concerned only with the fulfilment of physical demands. He can not see
beyond his food, his abode and his childrer. And qualifies to be in Hell
iorever. It is a matter of common observation that the people whose Quliib are
deprived of the light of faith and understanding direct their entire effort
towards the attairment of worldly pleasures. Even if they excel in the fields of
astronomy or nuclear technology while being heedless of Allah and the
Hereafter, they have not utilized their senses as they should have as human
beings. Using these faculties merely as animals tantamounts to not having
used them at all. Therefore, such people are worst than animals because
animals are neither obliged to work for the Hereafter nor for the attainment of
Allah’s Cognit:on. The animals have not been blessed with a Qalb whereas
man has every*hing, but out of sheer negligence heads for destriction. Thus
there is only one way of avoiding this ill fate 2nd rhat is to invoke Allah by
His Most Beautiful Names.
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The Need for Allah’s Zikr

Here invoking stands for His Zikr and for hymning His Praises. Both are the
main sources of enlightenment and purification of the heart, and enable it to
discern the truth. Secondly, invocation is done for the fulfilment of some need
or for worship. The Beautiful Names of Allah are those which have been
endorsed by the Quran and the Sunnah. No other name should be attributed to
Him even if it has a similar meaning. Moreover, the methods of worship have
also been spelled out by Quran and the Sunnah leaving no room for any
rituals. Hence the first thing enjoined is to invoke Allah’s Names and do Zikr.
However, doing Zikr of His Personal Name °‘Allah’ has been strongly
recommended as revealed in the beginning of Surah Muzammil. Besides, call
out to Allah for the fulfilment of every need that is,do employ worldly means,
but firmly believing the fact that the end results will he according to the will of
the Most Merciful. Those who display an attitude of denial and crookedness
towards Allah’s Zikr and invocations are not only unfortunate but also are
unworthy of attention. For example, if they make fun of those who do Allah’s
Zikr or threaten them or if the seeker himself begins to feel that he should quit
doing Zikr as the majority is not doing so, is not only absurd but also harmful.
The right course of action is not to give them any importance; they shall soon
bear the brunt of their actions.

The Invitation to Truth

However, not everyone has deviated from the right path, for there is a group
which invites the people to truth. Not only do they practise and are steadfast
themselves but also invite others to Din and settle all their affairs in the light
of the truth. This is a distinction conferred upon the most fortunate group and
is a distinguishing feature of the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad™>"". But it
involves two aspects which call for special care. Firstly, the beliefs of the
inviter h-mself must be free from any adulteration of rituals and innovations.
Secondly, he should invite others to the right path and make sure that his own
words and deeds are in harmony. His personal conduct should not undermine
his preaching mission, like in case of those who do not leave any provisions
for their families behind nor consuit them. Similarly, those who invite others
to Zikr but are themselves not regular; cannot achieve the expected results.
Besides, the harmony and coherence of a society hinges on two factors: that
all affairs of peace and war, enmity and friedship, trading and commerce are
settled with justice and fairness, and this message is conveyed to the rest of the
mankind. A living example in this regard are the Companions™", who
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conducted all business of life in the light of the truth. Then Allah blessed
them with the ability to convey this truth to the rest of the mankind.

Today the biggest problem we face is that from the politicians to the religious
scholars and the spiritual mentors, and from the rulers to the ordinary farmers
and traders. all are in the clutches of greed and personal interests. This is why
disharmony and discord prevails everywhere. May Allah grant us once again
the capacity to practise the truth for salvation in both the worlds!

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

Section 23

And those who belie Our Signs
We lead them on, step by step.
n a way they do not know.

I respite them; My contrivance |
IS severe.

Do they not reflect that there is
no madness in their compatriot?
He 1s nothing but a wamer
manifest.

Do they not look at the
governance of the heavens and
the earth and whatever Allah

has created of anything and at
the fact that their own term
might be drawn near? In what
discourse will then they believe
thereafier?

Whoever Allah sends astray no
guide is then for him and He lets

them wander perplexed in their
exorbitance. i

They ask you concerning the
Hour and when it is to come?
Say you: its knowledge is with
my Rabb alone: none can
disclose its time but He; heavy it
is in the heavens and the earth’ it
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shall not come upon you except T T e . 5
of a sudden. They ask you as if ﬁuw.ﬁuﬂ‘ﬂ,wuwlﬁ
you were familiar with it. Say S
you: knowledge of it is with @ ,
Allah; but most of them know

not.

188. Say you: I possess no power of : it 2 i
benefit or hurt to myself save as PRI Yo gty Ji
Allah "wills; and had | 2 cotgoerm itk b g
knowledge of the unseen | N y“?"—"'”\"]‘i J"-’
would have amassed ample » .h'i U r.&-ﬂl b i il
good, and evil would not have i . ""f‘lm
touched me. I am nothing but a @;}j ,;J.]E;__;j

warner and bringer of good
tidings to a people who believe.

*ok ok k

Secrets of Revelation

All those who took the path of disbelief, denial and evil, are gradually being
surrounded by a hard grip of the Almighty, without being aware of it.

Istadraj

The word Istadr stands for doing something slowly and gradually but in th=
terminology of Shari‘ah, it refers to every apparent excellence which actually
leads to heedlessness towards Allah and causes gradual destruction. For
example, certain acts of wonder may give a person the false impression of
Wilayah in him and keep him misguided. In another situation, a person getting
richer by the day but failing to obey Allah may believe that Allah is pleased
with him. Or else a person blessed with State power without correct beliefs
and conduct may misconstrue it to be a proof of Allah’s Nearness and
Approval. All these attitudes can be termed as Istadrd. Eventually, after a life
spent in neglect, they will suffer eternal doom of which they had no awareness
all their lives.

Respite on Sin.

Allah gives respite to the wrongdoers hecause if He was to reprimand every
sinner instantly, the freedom of action given to human beings would have been
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compromised. So Allah gave them the right to choose their courses of action
and at the same time, gave them the respite to practise what they believed. He
also reminds the mankind of His Omnipresence that no one can hide from
Him and eventually everyone will be produced before Him.

Eulogy of the Beloved

Did the opponents of the Holy Prophet®*™ ever bother to think why this
exalted being who had been brought up amongst them had suddenly become
so fanatically concerned for their good? Why cannot they see how hard he is
trying to reform each and every individual. It is also amazing how he cautions
them over the end results of their misdeeds after death, in the grave and on the
Day of Judgment. He explains everything explicitly and exquisitely. Is this
grand empire of the earth and the heavens, and the endless phenomena of
Divine Creativity not enough to open the eyes of the ignorant? Can’t they see
how every birth is gradually drawn to the doorsteps of death; how a mountain
crumbles and yet another takes it place? Is it not amazing how the grass is
reduced to ashes and replaced by fresh greenery and how a generation passes
away allowing the next to enter the field of practical life? Can’t they discern
from all this that death may be waiting around the corner and whether they are

prepared to face it?

If all the facts laid bare by the Qurén are not enough to open their eyes, then
there is nothing else to convince mankind. The Qurin has no parallel and it is
the Final Revelation. It does not lack in the explanation of any aspect of life.
Therefore, it should not be expected that there ever will be another Divine
Revelation after the Quran.

The Day of Judgment

Who can guide those who have spoiled their terms with Allah because of their
misdeeds? Certainly no one! Allah gives them respite to further advance into
error, because they have lost the ability to be guided. They come up with all
sorts of crazy questions to the Holy Prophet®*¥. They ask him about the time
of occurrence of the Doomsday.

So Allah tells the Holy Prophet>** to inform them that the time is known only
to Him and none else need to know about it. Its onslaught will certainly be an
open secret for everyone. However, it will be such a clamorous Day that the
sky would be torn apart and the earth will be rocked out of existence. A
recount of events at this stage shall render people’s lives miserable.
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Therefore, it will happen suddenly just like sudden death. Yet the Signs of its
occurrence have been clearly stated by the Holy Prophet™“. Jjust as the
various stages of human life provide evidence of death, like greying hair,
weakening eyesight and falling teeth. These are all indicators of aging and a
warning of the approaching death. Similarly the Holy Prophet>*" highlighted
the Signs of nearing of the Doomsday. Should people insist on knowing the
precise details they must be told that a Prophet™ needs to know only what is
necessary for his mission. To have a knowledge of everything, all the time, is a
Divine Attribute. Thus there are many things which are not even known to the
angels and the Prophets™S. Since it does not form part of the duty of a
Prophet™ to unleash the Doomsday, he is not aware of its precise onset. But it
is very much amongst the duties of a Prophet™ to warn the people in time
how to pr-pare for that Day.

The Exalted Office of Prophethood

The Holy Prophet®" is being told to inform the people that he has no power
over his own gain and loss, for it is purely in the control of the Almighty. It is
His Will that prevails and it is by His Grace and blessing that he €njoys an
exalted status, which depends upon His Pleasure. Prophets™, too, are Allah’s
creation who submit to His Omnipotence and always look up to Him for His
Blessings. To ascribe partners in Divine Attributes is polytheism; neither a
Prophet™®, nor an angel nor a Wali can be taken as partners in any of His
Attributes. In fact, to eradicate this very evil Allah sent His Messengers™
unto mankind. It is not proper to hope for the attainment of health, affluence or
other worldly needs from a Prophet™ or to make obedience conditional to the
fulfilment of mundane desires. The expectation generally associated with the
Aulia® that they can prevent a loss or cause benefit is absolutely wrong. Take
note that these are Divine Attributes and whatever happens is by His Free
Will.

The Holy Prophet™** told the people that he had no knowledge of the unseen.
Had he any control over his gain and loss, he would have never gone through
any distress. He could have avoided all problems by making the correct choice
and avoiding possible loss, had he known the unseen. But they could see how
he endured hardships and temporal losses. Though he was not responsible for
the worldly loss or gain yet the status he enjoyed was to impart broad and
enlightened vision and knowledge to the mankind through which they can
perceive the end results of evil and the reward of piety, to help cultivate a
strong faith in the Day of Judgment. Take note that the Messengers of Allah
are the personaliies ~vhose mildest gestures can brighten the destiny of
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millions. At the same time it can also be a source of punishment if inspite of
being associated with a Prophet™, one fails to accept the faith and be
obedient. Therefore, all authority rests with Allah. Barakah can be acquired
through the Prophets™ and the Aulia but it is not a rule that all associating
with them will always be guided.

Knowledge of the Unseen

Se'.:sn:mdl;\.r it is worth paying attention that the topics addressed by the
Prophets™® pertain to the unseen, such as the Angels, Barzakh. Hereafter and
the Almighty Himself, Who is the Greatest of the Unseen. The Prophets™ do
inform mankind on the unseen but reiterate that they do not possess the
Knowledge of the Unseen themselves. In fact, all realities pertaining to the
unseen conveyed to mankind by the Prophets™ are revealed unto them by
Allah. The major share of such knowledge, of course, went to the Holy
Prophet™*" and his knowledge excels all his distant and recent predecessors.
But this is termed as Information on the Unseen whereas Knowledge of the
Unseen is that which is not attained through a medium or a source and is an
Attribute of the Almighty. The excellence of Prophethood is that people
become not only aware of good and evil but also practically begin to refrain
from the latter and thus receive the glad tidings of salvation. This is also an
indicator of the distinction of a Wali that those who associate with him are
blessed with correction of beliefs and practices. But only those shall be
blessed with this correction who embrace faith because the pre requisite of
receiving beneficence from a Prophet™ is faith.

Section 24
189.  He it is Who created you from a forsie

single soul, and He created of *""""‘-"‘“'-" ('i‘l’ s
him his mate that he might find L.,...._-.‘L.LZL:.IF\‘_SC:JLP_,;L;_.
comfort in her. Then when he S s wn R
covers her she bears a light "'L"‘““j""‘“’f"h"‘“h
burden and passes by with it ._{a'ﬂ.li.-dml..-.:l L_,JL__‘_,J P [P
then when she grows heavy the

twain call upon Allah their @‘-45'—"‘#:

Rabb: if You grant us a zoodly
child we shall surely be of the
grateful.
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190.

191.

192.

193.

194.

195.

196.

197.

But when He bestowed the
twain a goodly child they set up
to Him the associates in respect
of what He has bestowed upon
them. Exalted be Allah far from
what they associate!

Do they associate those who
cannot create anything. and are
created?

And who cannot succour them,
nor can succour themselves.

And if you call them towards
guidance they do not follow
you. It is the same to you
whether you call them or be
silent.

Verily those whom vyou -call
upon besides Allah are creatures
like you; so call on them and let
them answer you, if you say
sooth.

Have they feet with which they
walk? Have they hands with
which they grip? Have they eyes
with which they see? Have they
ears with which they hear? Say
you: call upon your associate
gods and then plot against me

and give no respite.
My Protector surely is Allah
Who has revealed the Book, and

Who protects the righteous.

And those whom you call upon
beside Allah cannot succour you
nor themselves can they succour.
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198.

199.

200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

And if you call them towards
guidance they will not hear, and
you will behold them looking at
you, yet they do not see.

Show forgiveness and enjoin
what is honourable and turn
away from the ignorant.

And if there come to you a
prompting from Satan, seek then
refuge in Allah; verily He is
Hearing, Knowing.

Verily those who fear Allah
when an instigation from Satan

touches them, they call to mind,
and lo! They are enlightened.

And their brothers drag them on

towards error, so they stop not

~ short.

And whence you bring them not
a particular Sign they say: why
have you not brought it? Say
you: 1 follow only what has been
revealed to me by my Rabb.
This is an enlightenment from
your Rabb and a guidance and a
Mercy to people who believe.

So when the Quran is recited
listen to it and keep silence;
perhaps you may be shown
Mercy.

Remember you your Rabb
within yourself with humility
and awe, without loudness in

word, morning and evening, and
be you not of the heedless.

464

r-l‘.,,";"-""""" .'... Bt 4, =+ "l-:. -
eIty U Uy [poyr
- o R R A

) Sanandoa i,k

-
- -

BT | A e
& <l

- M o
5 - - - -
- - . . - fﬂ
-

|! E?,H:fi I‘_};l:ul_;
L5t

» Y Tt i e _f--
S SITATE)
- 5 ok 3t S

@ Oy pasanlils o s

ol B

[ RIS

Roir rrua 7703 » » o P
(IG5

i P (R :j".’i;-.r{ ':
Al S dlit LS| 5

o, =~ 3 =} ri*‘_"’ e

& R PSR

T

P S | RET 31515

@ SRR

X & E.--: - -l""-:' ] -
o R o BB ":"-'" R "
JUSNT 35500 S50 4mdiGs)
. ”-:"".r. A - -
DETHER




206.  Assuredly those who are with

. . ek PRt < b Tl -'5".71
your Rabb do not disclaim -ﬂah&hﬁuff..a‘h'_k;“wﬂh
against His Service, they hallow| - @t:_, Tt o

Him and before Him they
prostrate themselves.

Secrets of Revelation

As for the Divinity, the Knowledge of the Unseen, the Gain and the Loss,
these are the Attributes of the Most Exalted Being. He, Who created mankind
from a single soul, Prophet Adam™. He is so Beneficent that for the
procreation and preservation of human race He created a mate for him from
his very person, Hawwa (the Eve). He instilled love and affection in their
hearts and a pleasure in intimacy so that their union may not on!y be the
scurce of procreation but also of soothing pleasure for one another. These
indeed are His Favours.

W herever a couple gathers in marriage and the female conceives, only Allah
knows about it. The one who carried the seed in his back and the one who
received it both do not know. She, unaware of the event, continues to carry on
her daily chores. When the weight of pregnancy is felt the couple realises the
situation. They do not know whether they will have a baby boy or a girl, good
looking or ugly. lucky or an unlucky one. They do not know whether the baby
will live long or die young, or whether it will be pious or wicked, rich or poor.
So the couple begins to implore Allah in apoyrehension. It is deep in their
hearts that only Allah can help them, so they beg Him to bless them with a
child sound in every aspect.

But generally it 1s seen that when people are blessed with a normal and
healthy baby. they begin to deviate from their beliefs and tend to ascribe
partners in His Attributes. For example. it is assumed that the child has been
blessed by a Wali or a saint and that the child is associated with a living or a
dead saint. Or else they believe the child to be a gift from a dJeity. an idel or
goddess and make the child to do Sajdah bef-re these idols Whereas Allah is
far exalted than such polytheism and has no partrers in the creating and
fashioning of human beings nor does He need ay assistance.

Of Idols and materialistic Saints

People who carry on such practises are foolich™enough to take those as
Allah’s partners who themselves have been created and cannot help them in
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any way. rather depend on their care. Now if this situation is considered in
terms of the idols, it is clear that the idols are dependant on human beings fo-
their making and maintenance. But when referred to the materialistic saints, it
means the rabbis of the Jews and the Christians who have been leading people
astray. Even amongst the Muslims there are many who do not possess the
correct beliefs let alone the practice, but pose as saints and mislead people.
Their followers are convinced that whatever they get is because of their
religious guides. Thesg saints are no different than the idols except for the fact
that they are human. Also, they never strive to earn lawfui livelihood but
depend on the offerings presented to them by their ignorant disciples. Hence
those who cannot help themselves and live as parasites on others can do no
good to them. On the contrary, if one tries to reform them and invite them to
the truth, they do not listen. Whether someone calls out to them or not it is the
same for them. In the literal sense it is true for an idol, for it certainly cannot
hear. But those humans who stubbornly cling to this misguidance are also not
influenced. With due respect to the noble souls, it is also an established fact
that Din cannot be acquired without the company of the righteous, it is
extremely important to avoid the imposters.

All those who seek help from others than Allah and call out for assistance,
can’t they understand the simple fact that dependence is typical to all
creations? Therefore, a creation can never claim the ability to fulfil the needs
of others. Allah invites the ungodly to call out to their deities for help so that
the truth of their beliefs can be exposed. Allah asks them whether their idols
have feet to walk with or hands to hold something with or eyes to behold or
ears to hear something? So when they do not even possess the physiological
senses required to perform in this world of causes and effects, how can they
create or destroy and give sustenance and health which are far dignified
performances? Generally the pseudo saints too are as helpless as the idols,
because they cannot provide for themselves. How, then, can they favour
others?

Protection against Jinn and Satans

The Holy Prophet™>*" is being told to outrightly reject all those forces which
the infidels take as Allah’s partners. He is told to challenge these forces to
cause him harm if they can. without any respite. They certainly can do nothing
because he is protected and supported by Allah, Wheo has revealed the Quran.
He, Who is so Gracious that He protects and helps every true believer. This
shows that if one does not have Divine Support. he can be harmed by *he Jinn
and the devils. This Divine Support actually refers to that relationship of ihe
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Qalb with Allah which is attained in the company of an accomplished Shaikh.
The Qalb then gains so much strength that the Jinn cannot harm such a person,
because the lights reflected from his Qalb are too strong for them to bear. So
all those who are worshipped besides Allah have no power to help anyone or
to even protect themselves. And if they are invited to do something they
simply turn a deaf ear. It appears as if they can see but in fact they cannot.
This was exactly the condition of the infidels that they could neithe
understand the importance of the Message nor could their eyes behold the
splendour of the glowing countenance. They could only see Muhammad™>**
bin ‘Abdullah but could not behold Muhammad™>*", the Messenger of Allah,
because indulgence in sin maligns the insight. Thus a person deprived of
beholding the Holy Prophet®*" constantly engages in sin. And if ever the
vision is enlightened and one can behold the beauty of his countenance,
disobedience becomes unimaginable.

Standard of Worship

Believers should strive with their lives in order to serve the Holy Prophet™*¥,
who is being told not to fix a very high criterion of allegiance for people.
Rather he should accept whatever a believer sincerely and devotedly does.
This is because not everyone has the same level of observation and absorption.
Therefore, even if people are able to display a nominal level of obedience, the
Holy Prophet™**¥ should accept it so that more and more people can be blessed
with Divine Mercy. This Ayah may also imply that the Holy Prophet™"
should be patient towards even those who vex him and do not obey him,
dishing out forgiveness as much as possible. And he should continuously
' invite them to virtue and piety. Even then, if out of sheer ignorance, someone
intends to cause him pain, it is best that all ties are severed with such a person.

The Rules of Propagating Islam

These are the rules of propagation that the way people are worshipping with
ease should be accepted and worships should not be made difficult for them.
Nor should people be questioned about their inner feelings. Secondly,
propagation must be done purely to seek Allah’s Pleasure and the task of
training people must always be carried on with love and care. However, if
someone tries to argue only for the sake of argument, one should not indulge
in futile discussion but should avoid it. Time should not be wasted with
ignorant people, but if a situation does arise which threatens Islam or the
Muslims then in self defence Jihad becomes obligatory.
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If one feels angry he must seek refuge in Allah because anger is a Satanic
whisper and the easiest refuge is the Divine Protection. Allah is always well
Aware of everything. The Ayah pertains to the anger which one feels for the
other for his personal sake. Whereas if it is felt on matters pertaining to Din
and one counters evil zealously then this emotion is a Divine Blessing. Often
sarcastic remarks and ignorant false accusations of people generate a feeling
of distress and a spirit to defend oneself. This generally culminates in a
conflict and mischief. Such an emotion is a whisper of the devil, therefore,
immediately one must seek Allah’s Protection by reciting Ta‘Gz. This will
help one to cool down.

People with Insight

When people blessed with Tagwa and insight are faced with a similar situation
and Satan tries to allure them, they instantly turn to Allah’s Zikr. This, in turn,
enlightens their hearts and becoming cognizant of the inner reality, they
succeed in warcing off the Satanic trick. The others who have cultivated
friendship with him and follow him are allured further into the quagmire of
misguidance.

A Great Miracle

Sometimes people wouid demand all sorts of miracles. When their demand iz
denied they simply deny the Prophets™®. The miracles of the Holy Prophet>*¥
excelled the miracles of the preceding Prophets™ and were clear enough to
verify his Prophethood. It is, therefore, sheer malice to demand a particular
manifestation in order to become a believer. It is the same as if a person
demands certain evidence in a court of law, and once it is presented he starts
insisting on some other evidence. This certainly will not be allowed. The Holy
Prophet>*" is being told to inform these people that he only follows the
Revelations of Allah in the form of Quran, which by itself is a living miracle.
It lays down the entire Code of Life perfectly on every matter. It explains
everything by the Grace and Mercy of Allah in the simplest and the easiest
manner. But only the believers benefit from it. All these blessings are based on
faith, and faith demands from a believer to listen quietly and carefully to the
recitation of the Quran. This also means that the listener must try to act in
accordance with the Quran in order to receive Divine blessings.

Etiquettes of Reciting the Quran

Whereas it is heard quietly during the Salat, one must also try to concentrate
on its meaning. It is not permissible to speak during the Friday sermon nor to
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offer Sunnah while it is in progress According to scholars listening to Quran
in silence and with full attention is obligatory when it is especially beirg
recited for the benefit of listeners. However, if some people are individually
reciting the Quran sitting at a public place, it is not obligatory for any one to
be silent, nor is it possible. Practically it should not be read out in a manner
whereby it becomes impossible for people to listen carefully. for instance,
throughout the night from the mosques on loud speakers or in a crowd where
people are busy in daily routine of life, tuning Qurinic lesson on a loud
volume is also disrespectful. Besides, reciting the Qurdn in a way which
czuses discomfort to people or interferes with their worship is not permissible.
The best thing to do 1s to lend an attentive ear to the recitation wherever and
whenever it is heard.

The Emphasis on Zikr and its Method

In the end, the emphasis to practise Zikr and its method being highlighted. All
Muslims must be told to remember Allah. Whether it is recitation of the
Qurén, hymning His Praise or Zikr-e-Qalbi all come in this slot. because the
etiquettes to be observed in both Zikr and the recitation of the Qurin are the
same. Mufti Muhammad Shafi* asserts that according to the consensus this
Ayah refers to Allah’s Zikr only.

The best way of doing Zikr listed here is to remember Allah within oneself
with humility and awe of His Majesty. If it is Zikr-e-Lisani, it should be done
in a low voice and not by screaming on the microphone.

Zikr-e-Khaffi

This term refers to Zikr-e-Qalbi, with or without the participation of the
tongue. This blessing is artained by virtue of Tazkiyah. which emanates from
the duties of the Holy Prophet®*". Whoever. as a believer, met him or was
seen by him was honoured with the status of a Companion™**, The distinction
of the Companions™*" as revealed in the Qurin is that their entire selves, from
outer skin to their hear s became engrossed in perpetual Zikr. This priceless
condition was passed to Taba‘ian™ * by the Companions™" and in turn, to
Tab*a Tab‘ain. Then from one generation to the other these spiritual states
were transmitted by the Aulia. Once Qalb takes to Zikr, not a single moment
goes without remembering Allah. Whether a person is at work or idle,
travelling or stationed, each and every single hcart beat calls ovt Allabh’s Name
many times. This leads to the desired level of contemplation, termed as
Muraqabah. It is a name given to a state in which one gets engrossed in his

469




spiritual states, with his head down. This is a great blessing which once
attained can enable a person to experience the real and eternal pleasure of his
worship and his virtue in this very life, while the hideousness of sin also
appears before him personified.

Zikr-e-Jahr

The second method is Zikr-e-Jahr, also termed as Zikr-e-Lisani. and is
performed by the tongue. It can be the recitation of the Quran, hymning His
Praises or Zikr of His Personal Name. Allah.

It must be ensured that the voice is kept low without making noise. This will
allow one to concentrate his attention towards Allah without causing
disturbance in the worship or the peace of others. Besides, it will also help in
avoiding pretence. Many Stfi Orders teach the seekers Zikr-e-Lisdni in the
beginning for developing concentration but eventually lead to Zikr-e-Khaffi.
Hence both methods of practising Zikr are correct and must be done in
accordance with the conditions laid down. Same applies to the recitation of the
Quran, and the reciting in Salat too.

Timings and Duration of Zikr

The Ayah lays down both morning and evening. It may well mean that Zikr
must be done especially at these occasions. However, by enjoining it at
moming and evening it indeed covers the entire day. Just as Hadhrat *Ayeshah
Siddigah™*" once reported that the Holy Prophet®*" practised Zikr all the
time.

This alludes to Zikr-e-Qalbi which is free from interruption. Thus it will go on
during sleep, while walking and talking etc. Zikr-e-Lisani is also a stepping
stone to Zikr-e-Qalbi. It must be remembered that Zikr-e-Qalbi or Khaffi can
only be attained in the company of a Shaikh. There is no other source. A
person practising Zikr-e-Qalbi can also do Zikr-e-Lisani in a better way but
not all those doing Zikr-e-Lisani can attain Zikr-e-Qalbi; for it is a light
reflected unto the Qalb.

It must also be noted that as long as the limits of Shari‘ah are not trespassed
one can practise Zikr the way he wants. The important thing is that one must
never be heedless of Zikr, not ex2n for a inoment. This is because heedlessness
1s mortality whereas life is in being present in Divire Court. This state of
constant Zikr can only be attained through Zikr-e-Qalbi, and not through
neglect. Hence Zikr-e-Qalbi must be practised.
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The Quality of Aulia’

It is a special feature o His Court that the more one gets closer to Him the
more active and detern ined he gets in worship. Those near to Him, human
beings or angels, Prophets™ or the Aulia do not worship Him in pride.
Nothing becomes a barrier in their acceptance of improvement in their beliefs.
They constantly praise Allah and remember Him and remain in Sajdah, which
represents all the supererogatory worships. Sajdah holds a special place in
worship as reported in Hadith that a person is nearest to Allah during Sajdah.
Therefore, one should pray during Sajdah. According to Imam Abu Hanifah
W excessive Sujud refers to excessive supererogatory Salat. However, it is
also permissible to prostrate only to supplicate. In any case, the Aulia are not
exempted from worshipping Him as the ignorant would have it believed.
People mistake those who do not even offer their Salat as accomplished saints.
On the contrary, the Aulia constantly engage themselves in worship.
According to a saying of the Holy Prophet®*¥, for admission to Paradise and
elevation of spiritual status, one must be frequently in Sajdah, that is, to offer
supererogatory Salat frequently. It is obvious that the one who offers the
supererogatory Salat will certainly offer his obligatory as well as Sunnah Salat
diligently.
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