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Sirah al Jum‘ah
(FRIDAY)

Revealed at Madinah it has two Sections and eleven Ayat.

Section 1
In the Name of Allah »@9(3 -
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful L—-" ’
1. Hallows whatsoever is in the Ml o o
heavens and whatsoever is in the| ‘AMkENIECHIHGESZTS
carth Allah, the Sovercign, the 0 I A

Holy, the Mighty, the Wise.
He it 1s Who has raised amidst

And also others of them who have
not yet joined them. And He is the
Mim-rmwm.

That 1s the Grace of Allah; He
vouchsafes it to whomsoever He
will, and Allah is the Owner of
Mighty Grace.

The case of those who were laden
with Torah but who bore it not is
as the case of an ass bearing
tomes. Hapless is the case of

those who belic the Sign of Allah, |
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sent forward, And Allah is the o !.I-ﬂ,ﬂ T\
Knower of the wrong doers. @ ettt

8. Say you: The death which you| . . 22 Fe, oore6, %2
flee from will certainly meet you, ’-hmééud:“&rj‘"bw'
and thercafier you will be brought - 22235 .5
pack to the Knower of the Unseen| 58 252 D157

and the seen, and He will declare A2 Ak, 250050
o you what you have been ¢LLL" &'H‘JJ

working.
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Secrets of Revelation

Zikr Allah

Everything contamed m heavens and the earth remembers Allah and each particle
15 a manifestation of His perfection. He 1s Absolute Ruler. He is Predonunant,
Prudent and Flawless. He 1s the Supreme Being Who appointed an unlettered
Prophet*** among the generally unlettered Arabs.

A Miracle

The Arabs did not have the tradition of schooling and very few could read or
write. The Holy Prophet™* himself never received any formal education. Such
ignorant nations are hard to reform, as it is difficult to make them understand
of knowledge and wisdom for the world is evident as daylight. They became the
keepers, the donunators, the beautifiers of the workd While the unlettered Prophet
blessed mankind with a Code of Life that spells out human rights and duties



perfectly and exphaitly. This Code was practically enforced in the world by the
same unlettered nation.

Responsibilities of the Holy Prophet™™"

The Haly Prophet™" recites Allah’s Ayiit unto them, purifies them, and teaches
them the Book and Wisdom by explaining the Quriin and by self-example, His
four responsibilities have been described here. First, he invites people to believe in
Allah as dictated by the Qurinic Ayat. Then he purifies the hearts of those who
embrace Islam.

Tasawwuf

The outward punfication involves education on cleaning the body and the
raiments, eammng lawful and clean food while the spintual purification extends to
cthics and morality and character building. The latter was instantly affected when
a person physically presented himself before the Holy Prophet™" afier taking
Shahadah. A solitary glance of his purifying sight lifted him to the status of a
Companion™", and his soul stood consecrated. In Qurin’s language: Each and
every cell of his body, nght from his skin to the core of his heart, became engaged
in Zikr Allsh (39:23). This very state was termed Jazkiyah by the Quriin and was
translated to 7Tagnwwu/in Persian, the first foreign language into which Quran was
translated. Those believers associated with the Companions™™** became Tab‘ain,
who, in tum, produced Tab'a Tab‘ain |

As ime progressed, the intensity of this phenomenon of punfication depleted. In
more recent tmes, people used to remain engaged in Zikr-e-Qalbi. They spent
vears in the company of those whose hearts radiated with the hight that emanated
from the Holy Prophet™". As a result, their morals were reformed, their conduct
dignified and the flame to act on Shan‘ah kindled in their bosoms. Then came a
time when mcompetent people took over as spiritual mentors through hereditary
succession. The prestige of Tasawwuf was tamished by these incapable frauds
who made it an assortment of absurd rituals. Such mimicry, however, does not
reduce the effectivencss of the actual marvel called Tasawwuf.

Interpreting Qurdn is also the Holy Prophet’s™” Duty

After bodily and spiritual purification, the Holy Prophet™" enlightened his
Cmtpanims“”“iﬂltlmhmwhdg:mﬂmmnnfﬂermhmplmlhmm
explain the meaning and context of Qurinic Ayat, that is, its interpretation: is

among his responsibilities; cvery plebeian 1s not authorized to interpret Qurdn in
any way he chooses. The Arabs were a people who were disgusted with their own



condition and knew that they were not on the nght path but were ignorant of the
Truth.

The Honour for Succeeding Generations

The belicvers, who follow the Companions™*" i ume till the Day of Judgment,
and who follow them m belief and practice would also be similarly blessed with
the Barakah of the Holy Prophet™", It is a matter of great honour for the
succeeding generations that they followed the footsteps of such illustrious souls as
the Companions™". It also significs the greatness of the Companions®™*, Allah is
Predominant and Prudent. Benevolence and Generosity are His Attributes and He
blesses anvone He chooses. The Companions™" were blessed because they
obeyed the Holy Prophet™™, and whosoever obeys the Companions™* would be
blessed likewise. Allah is really Kind and Rewarding. He rewarded the illiterate
and made them the most fortunate people. On the other hand, the Jew scholars
who were famous for their knowledge, and considered themselves to be extremely
wise, could not hive upto the expectations of their own Book, the Torah.

A Hallmark of Knowledge

A hallmark of knowledge 1s that human conduct is enlightened by it If knowledge
docs not influence action, it would not be called knowledge but information. The
Jew scholars, despite having read thick volumes, are similar to donkeys loaded
with tomes. They could not benefit from the wisdom of Torah and repudiated
Quriin despite knowing it to be true from their own Book. They did not believe in
the Holy Prophet™*" and thus commutted the gravest of sins, Of course, Allah is
Carefree and has no need to guide such flagrant sinners.

Even Jews did not Doubt the Holy Prophet’s ™" Verasity

These unfortunate people claim to be the friends of Allah and a cut above the rest.
Allah asks the Holy Prophet™™" to tell them to wish for death if they are so sure of
their nghteousness, in certification of their confident claims. But they understand
that they would surely die if they make such a wish on his asking. They also
recogmize the profanity of their conduct. Therefore, they would never ever wish for
death. They are temified of the Akhirah and Allah surely knows such wicked
people.

Infidels and Evildoers are Terrified of Death
Another point that comes to light here is that the infidels and the evildoers, as a

rule, are ternfied of dving It s a common observation in our immediate
surroundings, particularly in the West where this dread has made the lives of the



non believers muserable. Everyone in those infidel societies is frghtened wathout
knowing the reason for it. They helplessly call it “Fear of the Unknown”. The
Qurin clearly wams such people that death they try to escape, is bound to catch
up with them at the destined moment. They would then be produced before Allah,
Knower of all things hidden and manifest, and their deeds would be unveiled in
His Court.

10.

Section 2

O you who believe! When the call
15 made to the Salat on Friday
hasten to Allah’s Zikr and leave
off bargaining. That is better for
you, if yvou know.

Then when the Salat is ended,
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disperse on the land and seek of ""Jﬁ“} t;';"‘ﬁ F
the Grace of Allah, and remember SIS - i"‘-’-‘t
Allah much; perhaps you may _,._ef...n _,‘.S;Jjﬂ' . _:F:::J

thrive
And when they  behold
merchandise or sport, they flocked
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thereto, and left you standing. Say ;‘.'.."_If"" ¢ ”f.ul.,j-li;
you: What is with Allah 15 far ij.-t
better than sport and merchandise, Qi
and Allah 1s the Best of Providers.
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Thbdhmg:hﬂm&dmswﬂmmmmasmuﬂmym
the Azan for Fnday $Saldt, and go into the mosques duly prepared for it.
Rules of Friday

Fnday is a sacred day for Mushms. This Salit is offered in place of the usual
Salat-az-Zuhar. It is obligatory for all except women, patients and travellers: who
can offer Zuhar as usual. When Azin is called on Friday, all temporal business
stands profubited. Friday Salat, according to religious scholars, can be offered in



localities with shops or Government offices, school, post office etc. Details may be
seen m books on Figh. Thus Salit, along wath its pre requisites and ingredients, has
been termed as Zikr Allah by Qurn. Zikr, as described here, includes oral as well
as practical Zikr, In both cases. it is essential to have a devoted heart. It is the best
course of action for behevers. Allah asks them to resume their business and eam
their living once they are through with the Fnday Salit

{ikr-e-Qalbi

The believers are being ordered here to do Zikr much even while engaged in
everyday work. Worldly pursuits normally require talking and it is not practically
possible to remamn engaged in oral Zikr at all imes. Much Zikr is possible only
when the heart in mibated. It is a great blessing if Allah gifts someone with Zikr-e-
Qalby, besides hymning His Praises which must also be carried out otherwise.

In the beginming, the Friday sermon used to be delivered after the Saldt. One day, a
trading caravan stopped at Madinah. Things of everyday use were in short supply
and some people humed away for purchases while the sermon was still on,
assuming that Salit was over Allah did not approve it since the Friday sermon is
equivalent to two cycles of Salit. After this incident, the Holy Prophet **¥ shifted
the sermon to precede the Salat, a practice that is followed ull date. Allah asks the
Holy Prophet™" to tell the believers hurrying for merchandise while he was
delivenng sermon that Allah’s rewards are much more valuable than material
provisions, Allah is the Best Provider of livelihood. Therefore, the worships must
not be rushed through due to the apprehension of losing out on eamings. All
clements of the worships must be performed wholcheartedly.
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