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Strah al Mumtahenah
(THE TESTED)
Revealed at Madinah, it has two Sections and thirteen Avat
Section 1
In the Name of Allah e@ﬁ&_ -
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.
1. O you who believe! Do not make PRI 13 PRI L S WP K .
fnends with those who are My 'QJ#' _,,_”f "
ecnemies and yours showing 51!'{‘: J“-"'“-‘-ré-‘-'-‘-"z

affection towards them, while of a
surety they deny what has come to
you of the truth, and have driven
forth the Messenger and
yourselves because you believe in
Allah, your Rabb, if you have
come forth to stnive in My cause,
and to seek My goodwill You
show them affection in secret,
while 1 know very well what vou
conceal and what you disclose.
And whosoever of you does this;
h:hasauclyslmyadﬁunﬂn
straight path.

Should they come upon you, they
will be your enemies and wall
stretch out thewr hands against you
and also their tongues with evil,
and would hke that you should
fichel

Neither your kindred nor your
children will profit you on the
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Day of Judgment. He will decide
between you; and Allah 1s the
Beholder of what you do.

Surely an excellent pattern has
been for vou in Ibrihim and those
with him, when they said to their
people: Venly we are quit of you
and what you worship beside
Allah, and we renounce you, and
there has appeared between us
and you hostility and hatred for
ever until you believe m Allah
alone, except the saying of
[brihim to lus father: Surely |
shall seck forgiveness for you, and
surely 1 have no power for you
with Allah at all Our Rabb! In
You we put our trust and to You
we tum, and to You is our
joumeying.

Our Rabb! Make us not a tnal for
those who disbelieve, and forgive
us our Rabb. Venly You are
Mighty, the Wise.

Assuredly there has been an
excellent pattemn for you in them -
for him who hopes for Allah and
the Last Day. And whosoever
turns away, then venly Allah! He
is the Self-sufficient, the
Laudable.
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Secrets .. Revelation

O believers! The nfidels are yours and My foes. They are My enemies because of
hostility to My Prophet™*" and the Din and your foes because of Islam. You must



never establish close friendship with them. How can you possibly befniend those
who have refuted the true and pure faith that you are blessed with? They are the
very people who exiled the Holy Prophet™" and you, as you believed in Allah,
the Rabb of the worlds. Moreover, you are at war agamst them, and have already
put your lives on the line in order to please Allah. How can you, at this pomnt, hope
for their friendship or expect good from them? Granting that Allah Knows all
vour overt and covert matters, the one who secretly attempts to fratemize with
them would go astray. It has been discussed earlier that to keep a working
relanonship or to deal with infidels in courteous manner would be permussible
provided Islam or Muslims do not suffer in the bargain. But to make Muslims
submit to non believers or to thrust upon them infidel systems is blatant digression
from the nght path.

Always remember that if the non believers ever subjugate you, they would prove
the meanest and the most unmerciful tyrants, They would massacre, torture,
humhate and pressunze you to renounce Islam and revert to disbelief. If you are
trying 1o befriend them hoping that they would spare your family and property,
beware of the Day when Allah would judge all matters. And He is Aware of all
that you do.

You have the finest example of Prophet Ibrahim™ and his people to draw lessons
from, who declared to their nation: “We renounce you, your false gods, and your
ideology and systems. This day gives birth to an etemal nivalry between the two of
us. A nvalry that would change to bratherhood only once you believe in the Unity
of Allah. Our faith would be unwavering. ™ The Prophet™ had some hope that hus
father might embrace faith, so he undertook to pray for him. Whether or not Allah
granted it was beyond his control. Then all reverted to their Rabb and pleaded:
“We depend on You and revert to You believing that everyone shall be brought to
You one day. We have renounced the infidels, so spare us of their subjugation and
any trial, and forgive us, for You are Predominant, Wise.”™

So 0" believers! Such an attitude befits you and all those who believe in Allah and
Akhirah. And beware that if any Muslim befriends the non believers in a manner

that is damaging to Islam or Muslims, then Allah is Independent and Praiseworthy
and has no need of such people.

Section 2

7. Allah may perhaps place affection| 2-2C 7, o 822 oz ]
between you and those whom you = JWK‘
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hold as encues. And Allah s
Potent, and Allah s Forgiving,
Merciful.

Allah docs not forbid you to deal
benevolently and equuitably with
those who did not fight aganst
vou on account of religion nor
drove you out from homes; venly
Allah loves the equitable

It 1s only conceming those who
fought agamst you on account of
rehigion and drove vou out from
your homes and helped in driving
you out, that Allah forbids you to
befriend them. And whosoever
will befniend them, then these are
the wrongdoers.

O you who believe! When
believing women come 1o you as
cmugrants, examine them. Allah is
the Best Knower of their faith,
Then if yvou ascertan that they are
believers, then do not send them
back to the infidels; they are not
lawful o them, nor are they
lawful to them, and give them
what they have spent. Nor is it a
cnme 1if you wed them when you
have paid thetr wages. And do not
hold to the ties of the mfidel
women, and ask back what you
have spent, and let them ask back
what they have spent. That is the
judgment of Allah, He judges
between you. And Allah s
Knowing, Wise.
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12.

13.

And if any of your wives has been
left with the infidels and vou have
retaliated, then give to those
whose wives have gone away the
like of what they have expended,
and fear Allah n Whom vyou
behieve.

O Prophet! When believing
women come to vou for taking
Oath of Allegiance, that they shall
nor they shall steal, nor they shall
slay therr children, nor they shall
produce any falschood that they
have fabncated between their
disobey you in anything reputable,
then accept you their oath. and
pay o Allah for ther
forgiveness. Verily Allah s
Forgiving, Merciful.

O you who believe! Do not make
friends with people who mncurred
the Wrath of Allah. Surely they
have despaired of the Hercafter,
as despawred are the nfidels
buried dead.
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah 1s Absolute and is capable of raising your friends from among your foes by

blessing some of them with faith He is Beneficent and Merriful.



The Nature of Association with Infidels

Those infidels, who do not pose threat to Muslims or Islam, do not participate in
wars agamnst them and in ruining their houses, and also have no role in expelling
them from their abodes, should be treated kindly. They are entitled to benefit from
the welfare programmes in an Islamic Welfare State, as its citizens. And the
behievers should be fair and just to all for Allah likes the just He forbids
associations with those who wage war upon Muslims, wreck their homes and
expel them because they are Muslims, though justice ought to be done to all.

The United States, the West and the Muslims

An intimate fnendship or trade with infidels that promotes their strength, against
Muslims, 1s forbidden. Most of the contemporary Muslim States and Muslim
tycoons have their financial assets in the U.S. or other Western countries. This
wealth strengthens them and they use it to destroy Muslims in a number of ways,
which indeed is a callous attitude on the part of Muslims.

How to Treat the Migrating Muslim Wives of Infidels?

Some Muslim Jadies reached Madinah from Makkah afier the Hudaibiah Peace
Pact Their husbands, who were non Muslims until then. came after them and
demanded their retum referming to the Pact. The Holy Prophet™* explained that
the concemed clause in the Pact pertained only to men, and as such they were not
to be retumed. It was then that the Muslims were Commanded to mvestigate the
claims made by immigrating women about their faith and migration in the name of
Islam Only Allah Knows the ultimate truth, but if Muslims were convinced that
they had embraced Islam, they were not to tum them over to the infidels. Such a
woman 1s no longer legitimate for her infidel husband, nor he for her. However, the
money that he had given her in Mehr should be refunded. Thereafter, a Muslim is
permutted to marry her.

Deduction

If an nfidel’s wife embraces Islam and migrates to Dar-al-Islam, her wedlock is
nullified. She can now marry a Muslim. The Mehr that she had received from her
mfidel husband would be refunded and her Muslim husband would pay Mchr
afresh. Though Mehr is not a pre requisite for Nikah, yet it is mandatory. On the
other hand, if a Mushm’s wife continues in disbelief, her wedlock is also revoked.
She may be allowed 10 join the non believers, but the Mehr given to her must =
refunded by them. Refund of Mehr is the responsibility of the elders or the State
on both sides. Matrimony with the infidels was abolished after this revelation.



Marriage with People of the Book

The People of the Book are those who though did not embrace Islam yut their
beliefs conformed to the Divine Books preceding the Qurdn. The contemporary
Jews and Chnstians repudiate their Books despite making countless distortions
and alterations in them. Marrying their woman is, therefore, improper.

Dar-al-Islam

An mfidel’s Mushm wife upon reaching Dar-al-Islam, or a Muslim's disbelieving
wife residing theren, is absolved of wedlock. It is necessary for them to retum the
Mehr. It is indeed deplorable that Pakistan is not Dar-al-Islam yet. When the
British came to power in the subcontinent and Islamic systems were repealed, the
erudite Muslim junists issued a verdict declaring this region as Dar-al-Harb. The
British quit India long ago but their systems suck todate and as such the verdict
also stays valid.

Allah the Knowing and the Prudent does justice to all and, therefore, orders the
two sides to retum the Mehr If the infidels defy this Injunction, Muslims would
also be justified in stopping the payment due on this account. Such forfeited
money would be paid to those Muslims whose money the non behevers have
refused to pay back. Justice must be upheld in all such decisions, bearing Allah’s
Majesty m muind. An Oath of Allegiance may be taken from the women who
embrace Islam on the condition that they would no longer engage in polytheism,
theft and adultery, would not murder their off springs or falsely accuse someone,
would obey the Holy Prophet™™ and would try their best to avoid all sinful acts.
Allah is indeed Forgiving and Merciful, so the Holy Prophet™™ may pray to Him
for their emancipation.

Bai't for Women

Th:Dwme Command on women b'ait is available and 1s proved from the Holy
Prophet™*", though the procedure is that their hands are not held for taking a bai't,
as i case of men. The Holy Prophet™™ never touched a non Mahram woman
throughout his life.

A Form of Damnation

O Mushms! Why befniend people condemned by Allah, who are as hopeless about
Akhirah as the dead non believers. When they die, they shall discover that there is
nothing for them there save His Wrath. Therefore, © someone has no fear of the
Akhirah, it 1s an indication that Allah is annoved with him.
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