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Al-An‘am
(THE CATTLE)

Revealed at Makkah
Contains 20 Sections and 165 Ayat

The entire Surah was revealed at one time during
the last year of the Holy Prophet’s® stay at
Makkah. It, therefore, sums up the major articles
of faith, the Unity of Allah, life beyond life and
the Prophethood together with their practical
application to human life. Simultaneously, it
rejects the wrong beliefs of the polytheists, giving
answers to their objections — and comforts the
Holy Prophet®* and his Companions™" at this
most critical juncture, against the reckless
persecutions of the non-believers. It ends up with
the solemn declaration chosen for the true
believers: “Surely my Salat, my devotion, my life
and my death are all for Allah.”
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Excellence in every aspect is attributed to the Creator

Surah Al-An‘am
(THE CATTLE)

earth: of the hight and the darkness.

t the heavens and the

Section 1

In the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious. The Most Merciful.

1o

All praise to Allah., Who
created the heavens and the
earth and made the darkness and
the light vyet those who
disbelieve equalize others with
their Rabb.

He it is Who created you of
clay, and then decreed a term. A
term determined is with Him —
and yet you waver.

He is Allah in the heavens and
the earth. He knows your secret
and your overt and He knows
what you earn.

And not a sign comes to them of
the signs of their Rabb, but that
they have been backshding there
from.

Assuredly they belied the truth
when 1t came to them, so now
there is coming to them the
tidings of what they have been
mocking at.

Have they not observed how
many a generation before them
We have destroyed whom We
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9.

10.

had established on the earth as
We have not established you,
and upon whom We had poured
rams from heaven, and beneath
whom We had made the rivers
flow; yet We destroved them for
their sins, and We produced
alter them a generation of
others.

And had We sent down to them
a Book written upon parchment
which they could have touched
with their hands, even then those
who disbelieve would have said:
this i1s nothing but magic
manifest.

And they say: why has not an
angel been sent down to him.
Were We to send down an
angel, the affair would have
been decreed, and they would
not be respited.

And had We made him an angel,
We would still have made him a
man, and We would have
confounded for them what they
have now been confounding.

And assuredly mocked were the
Messengers before you: then at
what they scoffed beset those
who had been mocking.
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Secrets of Revelation

Logical Explanation of Unity

The human knowledge can only encompass changes that the carth and the
atmosphere undergo. Whether he strives to reach the stars or floats with the
clouds; he can never go high enough to surmount the sky. The earth is like a
book full of wonders and mysteries, which he has not been able to read
completely: nor will he ever be. As the time moves on, research leads to new
discoveries, doctrines and theories. Applying these doctrines and theories,
mankind benefits from the nature. Such efforts are, however, carried out either
on the face of the earth or in the space. Moreover, light and darkness have
their own peculiar influence; certain products are best nurtured in darkness,
while others are dependent on light. A drop entering the darkness of the oyster
shell turns into a pearl; the seed hidden in the layers of soil is given life by the
rays of sunlight. While the sunlight helps in the ripening of fruits, the soft
moonlight ushers in the sweetness. In short, this world of colour and fragrance
Is a spectacular wonder made possible by the soil, darkness and the light. But
its limits extend only to the sky. Just imagine how great and worthy of praise
is He, Who is not only the Creator of this earth with all its qualities. but also
the Creator of the darkness and the light, and of the blue sky which because of
its height is holding the whole world in its lap. How can it then be fair for the
non-believers to do Sajdah before any creation in which they see some
excellence? The magnificence, which is rightfully Allah’s, Who created
everything, cannot possibly be attributed to others. How can there be a
comparison between the grandeur of the Creator and that of the humble
creation helpless and weak, dependant every moment on His Mercy! What a
beautiful way of invoking deliberation; if one ponders carefully, he will never
equate the creation with the Creator.

Taking the earth and the heavens as the “greater world”, let us talk about the
“smaller world” which flourishes within the human body created from clay.
From clay to a sperm, and from this sperm He fashioned the human body and
continuously nourished it with different forms of food, until it turned into
strong and handsome youth. There are so many wonders within this smaller
world - the human body. It is amazing how the hands work, how the muscles
and veins of the feet act. Just ponder over the functioning of muscles,
functions of heart and liver, the stomach, which is a continuously burning
furnace, the hearing of ears, the sight of eyes, the power of speech of tongue;
isn’t all this incredible? So will you take these organs as gods, for their
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incredibility? 1f you do so, death surely will remove this doubt from your mind
when it will render the eves visionless, the feet numb, the tongue speechless.
the heart silent and the stomach inoperative.

All this goes on, all the time. around you. Just as this small world is always
threatened by death, and every one sooner of later shall fall prey to it, so Is a
Day appointed for the greater world. The actual hour, of course, is known only
o Him Who created it. Therefore. neither the human being, nor any other
creation is worthy of worship. He Alone deserves all praise: He has always
been and will always be, His Greatness knows no decline! O non-believers!
When all the wonders of His creation are right in front of you and you
experience them all the time, 1t is not proper on your part to harbour any
doubts in your mind. Allah has blessed you with intellect and excellence, and
you sce it with open eyes that He Alone wields authority over the earth and
the heavens. If any other being had the slightest say in the management and
governing of Allah’s Kingdom, there certainly would have been some flaw in
the system. In every State and kingdom, there are some who rebel against
Allah’s Rule. and impede the smooth running of the world. But those who
rebel against Allah cannot equal Him as He is the Creator and the rest is the
creation. Thus His system is not affected by any one’s denial or acceptance.
Indeed His Knowledge is comprehensive, while a human being does not even
know what might happen to him the next moment; he keeps his secrets from
other fellowmen whereas Allah knows all that is done and said overtly or
covertly.

The Aptitude of Qalb

Infidelity is a rust, which renders the Qalb worthless. At a certain stage of this
denial. the heart loses the ability to accept the truth. This is why the
disheliever's attitude is of indifference towards the Quran. Not only this, but
also whenever they received Divine Commandments they never obeyed any!
Now they are denying the Quran or the Holy Prophet™>*", although his noble
life. his family. his childhood, his teenage and his youth are all well known to
them as exemplary. Even before his Prophethood, he lived honourably and
righteously in a society plagued by evil. The polytheists of Makkah called him
Sadiq (the truthful) and Amin (the trustworthy). A person who never made a
false statement about any fellow being could, by no stretch of imagination, lie
about his Creator. The fact is that until the age of torty years, the Holy
Prophet®™ had not been to any school or monastery nor did he become the
student of any priest or rabbbi or sorcerer. He could not even write his own
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name. And then on attaining the age of forty, he declared that he had received
Allah’s Message: it not only excels in guidance and wisdom, but is also a
unique piece of literature and knowledge. It the non-believers ascribe it to a
human being, they may assemble their eminent scholars, poets and literary
men including their deities, to produce individually or jointly a single phrase.
which meets the standard of the Quran. Inspite of all their efforts they could
not, and will never be able to do so. Yet they did not accept the Message of
Allah. Instead, in their desperation, they started making fun of it. They were
soon engulfed by Allah’s Wrath, as forewarned by the Qurén.

The polytheists sustained humiliating defeats after defeat culminating in the
fall of Makkah to the Muslims. The entire Arabia came under Muslims
suzerainty and an Islamic State was established. The Jews too were disgraced:
some were slain and others exiled from their homes. The punishment of the
Hereafter is not too far away where the penalty for disbelief is, of course, Hell.

Every Sin Meets a Logical End

These people denying the truth are traders by profession and travelling is an
important part of their lives. Haven't they seen the ruins of disobedient nations
gone by, to learn a lesson from their fate and feel the effects of their
humiliating doom? They must contemplate over the fact that these nations,
too, were once alive and prosperous more powerful and glorious than them.
Their men were taller, stronger and richer. Their farms received generous
rainfalls and abundant water from rivers and yielded golden crops. But every
sin has a logical end. When those nations took to wrongdoings and did not
give up the path of sin, Allah destroyved them. Their fields were scorched, the
rivers dried up and their homes were reduced to ashes, without a trace of the
dwellers. Neither riches nor glory could save them from Divine Punishment.
The history of the People of ‘Ad, Thamiid and of Madayn bear witness to it
and must be pondered over. The theme of Quran is not history but the
reformation of people through historical facts.

A very subtle suggestion is given here. That the seeker of truth should talk,
keeping same purpose in sight, else he should remember Allah quietly. Time
should never be wasted over things which do not benefit in the Hereafter. To
earn a lawful livelihood and to reform the society, though temporal
engagements, vet do contribute to the Hereafter. Hence these matters must be
discussed, but while doing so the seeker should not be unmindful of Allah. An
interesting fact is that the destruction of such mighty nations has not disrupted
the cycle of life in the least. Allah creates new generations and people. We
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frequently witness this phenomenon in our daily lives. So many people are
buried everyday and lost in oblivion, yet life moves on towards its destination
where everything shall one day come to an end.

The Makkans demanded that a Book compiled in the heavens should have
been sent unto them. It was just an excuse for rejection. otherwise to accept
the truth, the exemplary life style of the Holy Prophet™" was ample
evidence. Had there been sincerity in them and in their demand. it could have
been met; but they are so unfortunate that even if their wish was true and they
did see the Book thoroughly to their satisfaction, they would still have called nt
a magical wonder. Their demand is not based on the desire to seek guidance.
but only to render the Holy Prophet™"" mute, as depicted by their other
demand of talking to an angel directly. The latter demand is even more absurd
because a glimpse of an angel or of the Hereafter is such a conclusive
evidence of the truth, that any rejection thereafter would give no respite to a
non-believer, nor will his repentance be accepted. Every person experiences
these visions on the eve of death. The Quran makes mention of the dialogues
between angels and the non-believers at that critical moment. When this stage
is reached, the doors of repentance are closed. Just as for the Pharaoh, when
he repented before his drowning, he was told: “Now! While you had been
amongst the rejecters.”

If these non-believers see the angels, they too will be treated in a similar
manner and no respite will be given to them to repent. And if they tumn the
believers, there remains no need for such a demand. One thing is possible that
an angel in human guise is sent unto them: whence they shall not be destroyed
but still that angel cannot match the human greatness of the Holy Prophet™*".
He will have his own status. So when these non-believers do not accept what
the Holy Prophet™*" says, how can it be expected of them to go alongwith
what an angel in human guise will tell them?

The Holy Prophet®*" is being comforted and told not to grieve over their
impudence, as the preceding Prophets™ too had to face such circumstances.
Whenever the non-believers were defeated in argument, they resorted to
derision and enjoyed vexing them by their words without realizing the gravity
of their wickedness. As a result they were seized by a foretold tormenting
doom that they used to laugh over and were annihilated in disgrace. Now the
non-believers contemporary to the Holy Prophet™" also have only one
option and that is either to believe in and obey him and live honourably here
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and in the Hereafter. Failing this, they will be humiliated. disgraced and
uprooted.

12,

13.

14.

5.

16.

17.

Section 2

Say you: go about in the land|
and see how has been the end of
the beliers.

Say you: whose is all that is in
the heavens and the earth? Say
you, Allah’s. He has prescribed
Mercy for Himself. Surely He
shall gather you together on the
Day of Judgment, of which there
ts no doubt. Those who have
lost their souls shall not come to
believe.

His 1s whatsoever dwells in the
night and the day and He is the
Hearer, the Knower,

Say you: shall 1 take for patron
any other than Allah, the Maker
of the heavens and the earth. He
feeds, and is not fed. Say you: |
am commanded that | be the first
who surrenders himself, and that
be you not of the polytheists.

Say you: verily 1 fear, if I
disobey my Rabb, the torment
of a Mighty Day:.

From whom it is averted on that
Day, upon him indeed He had
had Mercy: that is a supreme
achievement.

If Allah touches them with
harm, t[]ere IS none 1o reverse it
but He, and if He touches you!
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1 8.

2.

with good then He i1s Potent
over everything.

He is Supreme above His
creatures, and He is the Wise,
the Aware.

Say you: what thing is the
greatest in testimony? Say you:
Allah is Witness between you,
and me and this Quran has been
revealed to me that | may
thereby warn  you  and
whomsoever it may reach.
Would vou indeed testify that
there is another god along with
Allah? Say you: I do not testify.
Say you: verily He is the One
God, and [ am quit of what you
join with Him.

Those to whom We have given
the Book recognize him as they
recognize their own sons; yet
those who have lost their souls
will not believe.
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Secrets of Revelation

Tell these disbelievers that the vastness of this earth is like an open book,
recounting the stories of past nations. Why don’t they traverse and see the

ruins of their settlements and citadels that could neither serve as a protection

against sin nor destruction. If these disbelievers too opt for de nial then all they
will earn is havoc. They must be asked about the Owner of the universe and
all that lies therein? They ought to know that everything belongs to Allah,
Who with His Omnipotence has created it without seeking anyone’s help. No
one can claim share in His Power and reign. They may argue that if He Alone

is the Owner of everything, why does He let polytheists and other disbelievers

thrive? Let them know that this is His Generosity as this mundane life is the
stage for the manifestation of His General Mercy. The worldly benefits are
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common for all; had He given these only to believers, everyone would have
believed in Him under compulsion which is not acceptable to Him. Thus
worldly provisions have not been made conditional with faith. Allah has sent
an embodiment of mercy, the Holy Prophet™™ to invite mankind to the right
path.

They must realize that the time shall not stand still and this world will soon
come to an end, We see many people die around us every day. Eventually the
entire world will come to an end and the Day of Judgment shall commence.
There. everyone will be gathered without the slightest doubt: and Allah shall
display and shower His Exclusive Mercy for which only the believers can
qualify. Only then the rejecters will realize how heavy is their loss and they
have indeed destroyed themselves. Allah had promised Mercy for all without
discrimination, yet man turned down His Generosity, followed his own fancies
and the Satan, and failed to qualify for His Mercy. It must be clearly
understood and believed that whatever exists, originates and thrives between
the days and the nights belongs to Allah and 1s in His Knowledge as He hears
and sees everything. This philosophy of Islam was indeed a revolutionary one
and it jolted the world of disbelief. The disbelievers were unaware of the
Hereafier, and its knowledge was out of their reach because the only source of
such knowledge is the light of Prophethood. Their hearts were devoid of this
light. They invented rituals and associated mundane pleasures with them as
their rewards and thus evolved religions. This view was shared by all false
religions, which varied only in rituals and the corresponding rewards, though
the basic concept remained the same.

Islam revoked and rejected this ideology in two ways: firstly, it declared that
Allah Alone is the Creator and everything else is His Creation. Therefore, He
Alone has the right to be worshipped. The essence of worship is exemplary
obedience without any hesitation. All the rituals invented in the name of
religion are wrong. The authority to define what religion is rests with Allah.
Secondly, Allah is the Owner of everything, and He Alone can bestow
whatever He pleases to whoever He likes. No one else can interfere in His
distribution. He is the One Who hears everything, and is Aware of the
condition of every human being more than they are themselves. He knows the
needs of His creation. A person does not fully comprehend even his
immediate needs whereas Allah is fully Aware of the future needs of His
people.
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The Role of Allah’s Servants

It will be in all fairness to question these non-believers whether the Holy
Prophet®*¥ should forsake his Rabb and depend on others for help? Should
he seek the fulfillment of his needs through their self-created deities? It must
be remembered that invoking Allah for all one needs is Islam, and the
etiquettes for asking Allah are taught by His truc servants. It is correct to pray
to Allah seeking the intercession of Prophets™ and pious souls and to ask
from Him and to worship Him Alone. He is the Creator of the universe: the
rest is His creation, dependant on Him for its survival. How then can it
provide or lend assistance to anyone else? Allah is totally Independent. There
is no shortage of any provisions with Him, He provides for everyone whether
living in water or on land, in space or in the heavens. The food requirement of
animals and plants is known to everyone. The angels food is Zikr which
sustains everything, Anything that ceases to remember Allah perishes. In
short, everyone is provided with sustenance by Him and He Himself is
Independent and free from any needs. The entire universe exists because He
holds it intdct while He Himself shall always exist at His Own. How could
the Holy Prophet®*" take anyone from amongst the creation as his Rabb
besides the Supreme Being, Who has Commanded him to become a model for
those who believe, to be the first to obey and never imagine associating any
partner with Him in His Being or in His Attributes.

The Holy Prophet**" declares that he will follow the path of obedience and so
must every believer, as this is the path of human excellence. Any other path is
the path of disobedience which can never be adopted by the Prophets™ who
are innocent and free from the very instinct to commit a mistake. But if,
imagining the impossible, a Prophet™ errs, he too will have to face the
consequences. The punishment will be decided by Allah, on a very grand
Day; a typical Day when the entire mankind will present itself before Him to
see the end results of its deeds. Remember that the greatest of all
achievements is to attain Allah’s Mercy on that Day and be blessed and
forgiven. But infidelity or denial does not invoke mercy, rather it invites doom.
If one dies as a believer. lapses can be forgiven and Allah’s Mercy can be
attained. But for a non-believer, there will be no such chance. The life
commencing on that Day shall neither end nor will it be subject to any change.
Therefore, whatever is to be done, must be done here in this world.

If Allah decides to put people through hardship and the entire creation joins
hands to avert it, it cannot be evaded unless Allah Himself intervenes. And if
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He plans 1o bless. the entire creation put together cannot prevent it. Allah can
do whatever He wants to as He wields complete control over His servants and
His creation. He 1s Aware of the state everyone is in. and is the Wisest of all.
He handles the affairs of this world immaculately at all times.

So if people demand evidence to all these facts, who can be a better witness
than Allah! No one can imagine anvone else’s word to be above Allah’s. The
Holy Prophet™™" told the people that Allah Alone is a witness between him
and them to the fact that he was inviting them towards the truth sincerely and
lovingly. The Quran is revealed unto him so that he may warn them of the
forthcoming disaster. The Holy Prophet™" warned not only those who were
present but he addressed all those who shall be receiving the message of
Quran subsequently, This is why be directed his Companions™ to convey the
teachings of Quran to others, be it a single Ayah. The Companions™V assert
that whoever hears the Quran not only hears the Divine Revelation but also the
teachings and invitation of the Holy Prophet™"". Therefore. until the Day of
Judgment as far as the words of Quran reach, the teachings of the Holy
Prophet™™ will be automatically taken and will make people aware of the
dangers awaiting behind the curtain of death.

Allah asks the Holy Prophet™™ to question the infidels if they still believe
that anyone else besides Allah 1s worthy of worship! And if they insist. he
should personally reject their view in toto and reiterate that AHah is the Only
One to be worshipped. He must alienate himself from their polvtheistic rituals
and customs. As for the People of the Book. Allah has revealed that thev had
been provided full description of the Holy Prophet™ and they recognize
him with the same confidence as they recognize their own children. But why
do they not accept, is because they have made a raw deal and wish to lead a
sinful life. Continuous indulgence in sin gradually darkens the hearts and the
capacity to accept the truth is lost,

Section 3
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together, then We shall say to
those who associated: where are
your assoclate-gods whom you
have been asserting?

Then they will have no excuse
but to say; by God our Rabb,
we have not been associates.

See! How they lied against
themselves! And then these
failed them what they had been
fabricating.

And of them are some who
listen to you; and We have set
veils over their hearts so that
they understand 1t not, and in
their ears heaviness, and any
Sign though they may see, they
will not believe in it; inasmuch
as when they come to you, they
dispute with you. Then those
who disbelieve say: this s
nothing but the fables of the
ancients.

And they prohibit others from it,
and they themselves withdraw
from it, and they destroy not but
their own souls, yet they
perceive not.

And could you see when they
shall be held over the Fire: and
then they will say: would that
we were sent back to the world
and this time we shall not belie
the Signs of our Rabb and we
shall be of the believers.

Yea! Manifest has become to
them what they had been hiding.
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Secrets of Revelation

These People of the Book reached the degree of wickedness, where they did
not hesitate to interpolate the Divine Revelation to satisfy their desires and to
attain wealth. adding to the Book what Allah had not revealed while
concealing or obliterating what He actually had. A person so overwhelmed by
his desires that he fabricates lies about Allah. how can he be expected to spare
Allah’s Prophets and Messengers™ and be fair to them? To expect this from
him is foolishness. The gravest of sins is to fabricate lics against Allah: to say
things, which Allah has never revealed. An example of the same is the selling
of religious verdict. A person who for the sake of wealth can pass a judgment
over ruling fairness and truth can commit any sort of crime. But remember
such wrongdoers can never end up in goodness, as the outcome of sin is the
darkening of hearts and vitiation of faith. In fact, it would be a scene when on
the Day of Judgment. in the presence of everyone, Allah will ask the
polytheists where the deities they had taken as gods were. According to
Commentators, the People of Book being discussed here are those who had
distorted Allahis Revelations to attain wealth or power or satiation of vain
desires. In other words, they worshipped not Allah but the very motive for
which they fahfi*:qicd lies in the name of truth.
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The Hidden Polytheism

It is this form of polytheism in which people apparently do Sajdah before
Allah. but scek to attain some temporal gain. Those so-called Muslims who
have adopted so many customs and rituals in the name of Islam must learn a
lesson from this Ayah. In the Indo-Pak subcontinent, many rituals originating
purely from Hinduism are being spread in the name of Islam among ignorant
Muslims. But in the Court of Allah neither deception nor any excuse will
work. though they will swear that they were not polytheists. Whereas they had
actually attached the Divine Attributes to different entities in the world; to
some for having children, to others for attaining wealth and yet to others for
alleviation of hardships or for worldly facilitation. This they believed to be a
fair distribution of the Divine Attributes, just as the Christians indulge
polytheism and yet claim to be the People of the Book. On the Final Day when
the matter is clarified that neither any Prophet™ nor any Wali nor a pious
person ever claimed divinity, nor did they preach it. rather it was all the
invention of their followers” souls, the latter will have no answer. After much
deliberation they will swear upon Allah that they were not polytheists, Allah
announces: “Look they are denying their own conduct when everything i1s
clear to them.”

They could have understood these facts in their lifetimes it only they had
believed in the Holy Prophet™" and had faith in his teachings. But
unfortunately they had been blinded by their vain desires. The polytheists of
his time listened to him and indeed listened very carefully. It is human nature
to admire beauty. Particularly when Allah’s Words are the most exquisite, the
one who speaks those words is the most elegant, the voice that carries them is
the most captivating, and the meanings they convey are absolutely remarkable.
the listener has no choice but to surrender heart and soul to such charm. But
the impact on these listeners hearts is altogether opposite. This is because the
vitality of the heart is faith in Allah and its strength lies in His obedience.
Unfortunately they are devoid of both. nor do they wish to acquire them being
satisfied with their self created gods. As a punishment for this crime Allah has
placed veils over their hearts, the veils of darkness and callousness and has
deafened their ears. so that no words of guidance reach their minds. It was
quite possible that had they logically decided to repent, their hearts might have
been corrected too. But now their hearts have been stripped of capacity to
accept the truth.

Now even if they witness a thousand miracles they will not reform themselves.
It is because they do not absorb goodness anymore and they only come to the
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Holy Prophet™*" to argue with him. Because of their denial. neither the beauty
of Quranic Ayat nor the sweetness of the speaker impresses them. They assert
that these Ayat are nothing but ancient tales, and there is nothing remarkable
about stories of bygone people. Again they lie, as Quranic theme is not history.
It only discusses historical events as evidence or admonition. It is indeed a
logical explanation of beliefs in Unity of Allah, the Prophethood, the
Hereafter. and of Divine Commandments. But the non-believers cannot
perceiye its value and try to prevent others from listening to it. They
themselves turn away from the Holy Prophet’s™*" teachings. Hardly can they
matter to anyone as whoever walks away from his teachings plunges into
havoc without even realizing the outcome of his conduct.

Maligned Hearts Prevail even if Second Life is Given

O" Prophet! You will see when these infidels will be arraigned before Hell
after the final decision. They will wistfully say: “If only Allah would send us
back to the world. we would never deny His Words and prove as true
believers.” But this is far from truth. They had concealed their inner feelings
from the world in their lifetimes which have now been manifested and they
have been exposed. Everyone has seen their distorted and maligned hearts.
Even if they are permitted to return to the world they will again live in sin and
disobedience. Whatever they say is a pack of lies. This is the Day of
Reckoning and not the time for action to reform themselves. If they return to
life with such souls they will again indulge in sin, as the chance to purify and
reform the hearts is only given in the world.

The foundation of this inner purification of hearts is faith, and its attamment
depends on Zikr-e-Qalbi, which is both the nourishment and the medicine for
the Qalb. These blessings are attained through Tawajjuh acquired from the
Qalb of a Shaikh through a reflective process, which originates from the Holy
Prophet™>™". The correct beliefs are a minimum pre-requisite to attain these
blessings. without which even if a person stages a return from the Hereafter,
he will again covet the worldly life and embark upon enjoying it without
caring about accountability and the Hereafter. Allah already knew their inner
feelings and now they have exposed themselves to everyone. It also makes
clear what people with such hearts will do, once they get a second chance to
live. They will only believe once they are presented for accountability and
questioned about the angels. the Hereafter. the Paradise and the Hell, the Unity
of Allah, the Prophethood of the Messengers™ and the Divine Scriptures.
Will they be able to prove any of these to be untrue? They will then confess:

“0 Rabb! These are true” so their destination i1s Hell, as foretold by Him that
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whoever dies as a non-believer shall dwell in Hell forever. So now enter Hell.
for you were a folk affected with disbelief.

Section 4
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38.

40.

41,

would have assembled them one
and all into the guidance, so be
not then you of the ignorant.

[t 15 only those who listen that
respond. And as to the dead,
Allah will raise them and
thereafter to Him they will be
returned.

And they say: why is not a Sign
sent down upon him from his
Rabb? Say vou: verily Allah is

able to send down a Sign: yet

most of them know not,

And there is not an animal on
the carth or a fowl with its two
wings but are communities like
you. And We have not been
remiss in respect of anything in
the Book; then unto their Rabb
they shall be gathered.

And those who belie Our Signs
are deaf and dumb, in darkness.
Allah sends astray whom He
will, and He puts on the right
path whom He will.

Say you: look you now: were
Allah’s torment to come upon
you, or the Hour come upon
you, would you then cry to other
than Allah, if you are truthful?

Aye! To Him Alone you would
cry, and if He willed, He would
remove that for which you cried
to Him, and you would forget at
that time what you now join
with Him.
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Secrets of Revelation

Stupendous indeed is the loss. which is borne by all who deny their return to
Allah. This is the very reality for which Allah sent His Books and
Messengers *>. He provided loads of logical and historical evidence. and
adopted so many different ways to convince man. In the history of mankind 1f
selection is made on the basis of greatness, nobility, trustworthiness and
truthfulness. those on the top of the list will only be Allah’s Messengers ™. All
of them came to prove the Greatness of Allah and tried their level best to
make man understand logically and with the help of miracles. If after all their
efforts people refuse to believe in their words, their denial cannot alter the
reality. The Day of Judgment will certainly be. But those who believe shall
wait for that Day and will bear it in mind before undertaking any activity of
their lives. And for them who do not believe in this Day, it will be an
unexpected and sudden shock. They will then realize that it was a serious and
grave matter that they had grossly neglected and thus had become losers. As
an infidel it is impossible to do noble deeds and on the Day of Judgment every
deed shall be given a certain form, just as in today’s scientitic world each
sound has a form which is recorded on the tape and when played on a Video
Cassette Player the picture, the movements and the sound can be seen and
heard clearly. A similar rather superior form will be experienced over there
when every sin will take a horrifying shape, and will have to be carried by the
sinner to the venue of accountability. And the noble deeds will take the shape
of beautiful carriages and will carry the person gracefully. It is then that the
wrongdoers will realize what a grave mistake had they made by burdening
themselves with such a loathsome load.

The World

This worldly life is nothing but a place of temporary play and pleasure. But for
those who develop a relationship with Allah and obey Him, the eternal life is
the best life. which the infidels have sacrificed over temporary pleasures. The
term “worldly life’ here means that attitude towards life which makes people
heedless of Allah. Otherwise, the eternal bliss can also be attained, as one can
act neither in the Realm of Command, nor can he do anything after leaving
this very world. One can neither act in the “Alam-e-Amr before being born nor
can do anything after leaving this world. If this life is adorned with Allah’s
Zikr and is led according to the teachings of the Holy Prophet™>*" the whole of
it becomes Zikr. When a person keeps the Hereafter in mind and acts
accordingly, in this world, his life no more remains an idle sport. Such a
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person abides mn this world but lives for the Herealter. This is not an easy lask
unless the heart accepts it. Words alone are not enough. Thus whenever the
Prophets™ teach the Book and the wisdom they always start by inviting
people towards Allah and then mwardly purify those who accept their
invitation to an extent whereby the love of this world is outweighed by the
love of eternity, and the love for temporary pleasures is subdued by Allah’s
Love. Then the believers are taught the Divine Book and its deep meaning i.e.
the wisdom, which constitute a Code of Conduct to live in this world. Such a
life is a blessing and one must pray for its longevity, whereas the life without
Divine Guidance 1s indeed a great loss. A person with average intelligence can
also understand that 1t is extremely foolish to prefer temporary and ephemeral
pleasure over eternal peace and comforts.

In these Ayat, the exultation of the Holy Prophet™ is mentioned in a special

way. Although Allah is Aware of everything, vet when it is specifically said;
“We are Aware of it,” it highlights the importance of the matter. O" Beloved of
Mine! We are Aware of the grief you endure by the babble of these infidels
but you must also see that they not only falsify you but indeed deny My
Scriptures out of pigheadedness. They are well aware of the fact that they are
denying the truth but for some mundane benefits or to satisfy their ego. they
deny. Such a denial 1s called Jahood when the heart knows something to be
true but outwardly it is not accepted.

Here the Commentators quote the conversation between Abt Jahl and Akhnas
bin Sharif, who asked the former in confidence whether Muhammad™™ was a
genuine Prophet. Abui Jahl swore that he was undoubtedly so because a person
who had never lied about another human being in his whole life. could never
lie over Allah! “But the problem is that if we accept it, everything will shift to
Bant Qasa leaving us empty handed,™ he said.

Another aspect of the matter is that the obedience of the Holy Prophet™" is
indeed Allah’s obedience. Therefore, denying his Prophethood shall amount
to denying Allah. It is not the first time, as the Prophets™ before him also
received similar treatment. So there i1s no way out but to endure it and be
patient just as the earlier Prophets™ did. Allah reassures the Holy Prophet™*"
that just as the Prophets™ before him received Divine succour, he would also
be helped, as no one can alter the decisions of Allah nor hinder their
implementation. The events from the lives of some earlier Prophets™ have
been revealed to highlight the fact that Allah gives every human being a
chance to select his own fate, including those who deny. Every person
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undergoes a trial just as the believers had to. Eventually the non-believers
would get their share of destruction while success surely awaits the believers.

The inevitable fate of the non-believers saddened the Holy Prophet™™ and he

wished that if only they could be saved! See the extent of his affection that
they harass him while he is so deeply concerned for them! Allah says that man
Is a sentient being, blessed with mtellect and consciousness. Allah also raised
an exalted personality like the Holy Prophet™™ as a Prophet with the Divine
Scripture. Even now if anyone opts for the doom., it is his personal decision for
which the Holy Prophet™" nced not be perturbed. Still if he intends to do
something for them without Allah’s consent then he should either dig a tunnel
into the earth or place a ladder upto the skies in an effort to fulfil their
demands.

The polytheists of Makkah had demanded that if the Holy Prophet™ was

truly Allah’s Messenger, he should bring a canal into Makkah or provide a
stairway upto the heavens so that they could witness the descent of angels etc.
The Holy Prophet™" covertly wished that if this could save them from
destruction, may Allah meet this demand! Allah revealed to him not to worry
about it as miracles of the Prophets™ are in fact Divine works manifested at
the hands of the Prophets™. It is termed as miracle because it is an
extraordinary manifestation beyond human intellect, displayed only to provide
substantial evidence of the Prophethood. Similar is the case of Karamah
manifested at the hands of a Wali because of his total obedience to the
Prophet™. It will also be counted among the Prophet’s miracles. Moreover,
miracle is an act of Allah manifested to strengthen and establish the truth.
Only Allah knows the people who deserve it.

The end results are always based on the individual decision consciously made
by every person. If it is in the negative, the miracle too will be denied. It is a
Divine Law that when a nation demands a certain miracle and fays to believe
cven after it is manifested, it is instantly destroyed. Therefore, not sending
miracle is a blessing in disguise because of the Holy Prophet®™" in order to
give the non-believers a respite. Hence O Prophet™" do not think so naively!
The word Jahalat does not convey a good impression in Urdu, but in Arabic it
is also taken in the sense of being innocent or naive. And it is used because of
the concern the Holy Prophet™"" had deep in his heart for the infidels. It must
be remembered that he never took any action nor prayed for them verbally, but
only wished that the disobedient revert to Him to be saved. Allah declared
that had He planned to make everyone righteous, forcibly or by His
Command, 1t was not at all difficult for Him. But this is not the case as it is a
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decision personally taken by each individual. To accept the truth, it has to be
first heard, but the darkness of the hearts does not even allow them to listen
whereby a person lives on physically but is spiritually dead. And the dead will
be raised from their graves and presented before Allah on a Day pre destined.

They assert today as to why their demand for miracles has not been met? So
tell them that Allah is the Most Powerful and can do whatever and whenever
He desires. He is in fact being Gracious by not meeting their demands as they
are ignorant of the consequences.

Isn’t this a clear Sign of His Power that His creations, whether living on land
or flying in the air have so many types and species. They, also eat, have off-
springs and build their abodes. They may appear to be unlimited but remember
that the minutest detail of each living thing is listed in Allah’s Records. His
Knowledge is, however, much vaster. If even after looking at these creations
man fails to appreciate His Greatness and Splendour, he does not deserve to
be called a man.

The Importance of Rights

Remember that all these creations will also be gathered in Allah’s Presence. It
Is very strange because the animals are not accountable and will not be held
tor the lawful and the forbidden. Yet if one had hurt the other, it shall be
punished and eventually all of them will fade into extinction. How can then
the rights of human beings be ignored? Those who usurp the wealth of others,
accept bribes and dishonour people, or those who do not do justice to their
jobs, cannot be saved from punishment, for man is a sentient being liable to
accountability.

Why Allah’s Greatness is not Seen?

People who deny the Signs of Allah have lost their power to hear and speak,
and indeed abide in the darkness! The physical ears or tongue have been given
even to the animals but the most precious faculty which a man is blessed with
is his heart. When illuminated it can hear and speak. Deprived of light and
surrounded by darkness the heart loses these powers and remains bereft of
guidance. However, if Allah chooses, He has the power to guide them to the
straight path but He has taken the decision to guide only the seeker and not
force it on anyowe. The Holy Prophet™* must ask the non-believers that if
they are seized-by Divine Punishment or doom, will they call anyone else
except Allah? It is an everyday observation that when a human being is
surrounded with difficulties he only cries for Allah. This was true for the
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Arabs as well. It is said that had these people been true in their behefs they
would have, in their turmoils, called out for the deities they worshipped
instead of Allah. But they did not do so. Rather they forget their gods
altogether, whom they had given the Divine status. It is so because deep down
in their hearts they knew that only Allah could alleviate their sufferings. This.
is a fact which is engraved on everyone’s heart. Even a polytheist when faced
by an unexpected calamity forgets his visionary gods and cries out to Allah.

Section 5
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Secrets of Revelation

Inspite of this, their heart are so dark and cold that they cannot remain
steadfast and fall back into the quagmire of infidelity and polytheism. Their
situation and the history of preceding nations is a witness to this fact. Allah

sent His Messengers™

and when they did not believe in them, punishment

was mnflicted in the form of famine, destruction of crops and various diseases.
This too was a manifestation of Divine Mercy for them. in order to awaken in
them the natural capabilities that help revert to Allah. But they failed to turn to
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Him and cry out or ask for His Forgiveness. This was because their hearts had
hardened to an extent that even after so much suffering, they could not make
themselves remember Allah. The callousness of the heart is indeed such a
strange sickness that it makes man lose his natural capabilities. He begins to
see only what the Satan wants him to see. Hence Satan gets a chance to make
evil deeds look beautiful to him. Then such people feel proud of their wrong
doings and oppressive conduct, instead of feeling embarrassed and ashamed.

Sometimes it so happens, that when people completely forget the Divine
Commands. their mundane wealth 1s increased. This too is a trial from Allah,
to give them a chance, that they may turn to Him in gratitude and become His
obedient folk. But drowned in the darkness of the heart, they ascribe the
increase in their wealth to their own efforts and become arrogant instead.
According to Hadith if a person possesses all the riches and yet indulges in sin
continuously, beware that he shall soon be seized by Divine Punishment. Thus
Allah abruptly took to task those who failed to repent and reform themselves,
Some were drowned. others annihilated by fire from the heavens, and for
some the land was turned upside down. The fate of many nations has been
recollected in the Qurdn. When these people were seized they were left with
no hope of help from anywhere and even their relics were obliterated from the
face of earth. Praise be to Allah, the Sustainer of the Universe: the destruction
of transgressors is also a gesture of His Mercy for the rest of His creations.

O Prophet®™ remind them that Allah has blessed them with the senses of
seeing and hearing and He is capable of taking them back. Just as the eyes and
ears are the organs of physical body the heart too has been given the requisite
organs to see, hear. and comprehend. All the senses given to the physical body
are also given to the heart in another form. Now if He does not seize the
physical faculties, He seals off the heart as a punishment, depriving it of its
senses. 1s then there any other god, who besides Allah can restore these
senses? Certainly not! When this is not possible, it does not seem proper to
worship or obey anyone but Allah. See how clear and explicit Signs are being
revealed. but they do not benefit from them and are at a loss!

The Righteous also Face Hardships

These infidels probably think that if Allah’s Punishment is to come, it will
destroy both the nobles as well as the malefactors, so why worry. They must
be informed that this certainly is not the case. Whether punishment is inflicted
suddenly or gradually, it is always for the transgressors and those who beheve
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nations who were destroyved. The problems faced by the righteous m this
world do not come as punishment, rather, they serve as a source of atonement
for their mistakes or as rewards to elevate their ranks. The non- bL|ILVL]‘- and
the evil doers. on the other hand. suffer punishment for their sins.

Miracles or Karamah not Necessary for Prophet or Wali

. AW : 4 =
The very personage of the Holv Prophet™™ itselt was a great miracle. The

Makkans were a witness to his childhood. his youth, his elegance and his
exemplary manners. Then came the sudden oration of such words, which were
not vnly true, but of such high'ur;t literary standards that they left the eloquents
ol Arabia speechless. The event of his Ascension and the absolutely correct
answers he gave to the queries of the polvtheists of Makkah about the Dome
of Rock and the Caravan was also miraculous. Take the splitting of the moon,
which was not only seen by the Makkans, but also elsewhere in the world. The
pictures of the moon clearly indicate a fissure as if it has once been split and
reuntted. Nevertheless. while deseribing the Office of Prophethood and its
functions. Allah declares that it is not the dutv of a Prophet™ to fulfil all that
the non-belicvers demand nor 1s 1t a must for him to manifest miracles. The
manifestation of miracles i1s a blessing from Allah for the guidance of
mankind but even i a Prophet * does not perform a single miracle throughout
his lifetime. it does not negate his office. Certainly, he will be a Prophet™ if
appointed by Allah. The proot of his Prophethood would be the knowledges
termed as Hlahivar, which deal with the knowledge of the Supreme Being and
His Attributes, this world and the Hereatter. the beliefs and practices and the
end results thereof. Thus the functions ol the Office of Prophethood are to
teach the right beliefs. to guide towards the righteous conduct and to inform
on the rewards, and to forewarn against the consequences of wrong beliefs.
Then it is upto each individual to decide for himself which way he wants to
go. Those who believe in the Message conveyed by the Prophet™ and reform
themselves are indeed successtul. They will neither grieve over their past nor
fear the future. Those who go against the Prophet™ indeed deny Allah's.
Words, as he does not speak of his own accord but only conveys Allah’s
Message. Therefore, they shall face reprisa! in this world, and will be
punished much more severely in the Hercafter. The saints perform the same
very task of inviting people towards Allah in obedicnce of the Prophets™

Prophets not Raised to fulfil Mundane Needs

To demand from the Prophets™ that they should make those who beheve in

them wealthy or should inform their followers of future events or guide them
".‘-"?l



in trade by foreseeing the future such as rates of commodities, is indeed
ignorance. Allah tells the Holy Prophet™ that even though it may be
possible for him to fulfil all such demands. yet he should make it clear to
people, that he lays no claim on Allah’s treasures. nor does he claim to know
the unseen.

Soothsaying

Remember that all Divine blessings. whether in the form of Barakah or
knowledges, distributed amongst the entire ereation, is only a fraction of what
the Holy Prophet™™ was blessed with. Its assessment, however, is beyond
human reach. But inspite of all this. a Prophet ™ does not claim having any
authority over the treasures of Allah, nor is any promise of financial gains a
motive or condition for accepting the faith. This is typical of religions based
on falsehood to associate worldly gains with worships and beliefs thereby
deceiving the people. Another thing considered as an excellence in these
ungodly religions are the knowledges of soothsaying, numerology and
divination: some of these are a demonstration of evil powers, while others are
like medical science, depending largely upon human experiences and
conjectures. The experts of these fields sometimes recount events not known
by others and thus convinee people of their knowledge of the unseen. But this
is not the knowledge of the unseen, nor is it the knowledge revealed to the
Prophets ™, nor because of this can the soothsaver be termed as the knower of
the unseen. A soothsayer’s or a fortune teller’s knowledge is limited to things
otherwise accessible lhru:m;:h various scientific devices: for example, watching
the events taking place in other parts of the world or any future prophecy
based on conjecture. However, the doors to the heavens are not opened to
them.

Although the knowledge of the Prophets™ pertains to the matters of the
unseen, such as Allah, the Angels, the Hereafter. the Hell and the Paradise. yet
the Qurian terms it as information on the unseen. Having the knowledge of

unseen is only Allah’s Attribute. He knows everything on His Own, without
employing any means It is a consensus of the entire Ummah that the Holy
Prophet™ received the lion’s share of the knowledges given out by Allah yet
it is only information on the unseen. They Holy Prophet™ made it clear that
he does not claim to know the unseen. And the misconception the infidels had
about a Prophet™, that he should neither eat nor drink, nor marry nor sleep.
was absurd. These were human qualities and he had never claimed to be an
angel. He only claimed to receive Allah’s Revelation. For him the trial was (o
practise what he preached. Had he failed to practise himself, they could have
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objected that if the Message had been from Allah then His Messenger, had to
be the first to practise it himself. His claim as well as his actions. are known to
them and his character was his true identification. He prays for some, gives
athers the glad tidings of victory or warns them against Allah’s Punishment.
Nothing he says is on his own, but all is from Allah. He only conveys it to the
people. This is the greatest form of his excellence. Wealth or worldly suecess
can be acquired through a King or an influential person, but the honour to have
a dialogue with Allah can only be attained through a Prophet™. This is the
real reason of relationship with a Prophet™. The worldly benefits are
definitely ained in the process. but they are only peripheral and not at all the
real aim.

The Identification of a Wali

A very important rule emerges about the concept that wealth, children or
succour in absentia can be attained by visiting the Aulia. 1t is totally false. It 1s
also untrue that they are different from the rest of mankind and hive in jungles
without food. In fact. the only identification is that their hearts are illummated
with the light transmitted by the Holy Prophet™™ . and in their company. the
hearts of seekers too become enlightened. They themselves abide by Allah's
Commands, and those who associate with them are also blessed with a spirit to
obey Him, which indeed is a great reward.

Let it be also known to the non-believers that anvone who follows the
Message of Allah can observe both the worlds. while the denier 1s blind. A
believer keeps an eye on the likely outcome of all his actions on the Day of
Judgment. while a non-believer is oblivious of the consequence even in this
life. Therefore. take note that-a blind and a clear-sighted can never be equal.
While in this world. there is an opportunity to think, which may lead 1o
repentance. The blindness of the heart is indeed the most fatal of the diseases.
May Allah protect us!
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Secrets of Revelation

Refrain from Arguments

Allah bids the Holy Prophet™™ to completely ignore the quibbling of those
who are not the seekers of guidance. Rather he should focus his attention on
those who expect to stand before Allah one day. And this awareness is
inherent in every human being, unless it is lost by repeated indulgence in sin.
This view was held by the People of the Book and the polvtheists of Makkah,

but only in traces of what was left of Prophet [brahim’s™ Din. According to
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Tafsir-e-Mazhari the above Avit do not pertain to the Mushms of that time
since they enjoyed the status of ljtehad, but to those who held atleast remote
thoughts of the Hereafter. Such people should be told that on that Day. no one
- save Allah shall be of any help whatsoever. Thus for thatyDay, worship Allah
Alone and make a habit of obeying only Him. A very good lesson i1s brought
home here for those who propagate Islam that discussion should not be for the
sake of discussion but to tacilitate the understanding of Islam. It there is no
hope of achieving that aim, time should not be wasted.

C'riterion of Respect

Denial has many facets. A wrongdoer always tries to find ways of proving
himself right, atleast to the society. The polytheists of Makkah also coined an
excuse that they would have loved to listen to. discuss and understand what
the Holy Prophet™" had to say. But the people who surround him were once
either their slaves, or were very poor. Therefore. how could they sit with them
and discuss the matters? Hadhrat “Umar®™ asked the Holy Prophet’s™™
permission to disperse. so that these people could talk to him. 1f they could get
a chance to hear him. it would be a pleasure for the faithful servants. The
Commentators have listed the names of many Companions ™ . who were poor
by worldly standards. For those deprived of the light of Islam, the standard of
respectability is only wealth, even if someonce has tattered beliels and actions.
A poor person is generally considered as worthless. Allah considers it an
insult to humanity that people are evaluated on material standards. In fact
whoever, by virtue of his faith, practice and conduct meets the standards of
humanity, is worthy of respect with Allah. To eat, drink. reproduce and build
abodes is done by the animals too. And if the human thought is also confined
to these aspects of life. what is the difference between human bemgs and
animals? Humanity is the name of that consciousness, which leads to the
understanding of the Supreme Being and His Attributes

The demand of the polytheists that the Companions™" should be dismissed
from the Holy Prophet’s™™ audience because they were penniless, was
outrightly rejected by Allah. He announced that they were indeed His
servants, who never forgot Him even for a moment. and while dwelling on
earth, they had the resolve to behold Him one day. Who is more honourable
than them that they should make room for those clad in silk and satin. having
hearts void of Allah’s Zikr? No, this will not happen. Allah attaches no
importance to worldly treasures and had He done so. the non-believers would
have got nothing. This is a separate system in which poverty and affluence.
health and sickness. youth and old age are mevitable experiences. which
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follow their own course. The standard of humanity and nobility is the deep
hearted relationship with Allah. Thus if the polvtheists look for a discourse
with the Holy Prophet™. they should do so in the presence of these noble
souls, otherwise he was not responsible for their accountability. What he does
i1s purely for Allah and they are themselves responsible for what they do. Then
why give them importance! They who do not deserve it: and why make those
lcave who are honourable with Allah? Those who always remember Him and
ardently seeck Him? This indeed will be very unfair, which neither Allah
approves nor is befitting to the grace of the Holy Prophet™™. This was the
occasion when Hadhrat “Umar®™" repented and retrieved from his suggestion.
though it was n the fitness of things to provide an opportunity to the non
believers to histen to the Message of Islam. Yet Allah did not approve it at the
cost of degrading the Muslims.

The weak financial status of the believers is vet another trial for the non-
believers and the polytheists. It is not possible for a person to taste the
pleasure of faith so long he believes the standard of respect to be riches and
matenial luxuries. It 1s. therefore. important that a person be judged on the
basis of his beliefs. actions and conduct because if this is understood. the
reformation is very easy. Thus the poverty of the Aulia does not abate, rather
adds to thewr ¢steem with Allah. However. if they do acquire worldly riches as
the Companions™" later did, even then for them the standard of respect
remains virtue and righteousness.

It 1s indeed a musfortune for the nations when their values change, and only
wealth becomes a symbol of dignity. This trend is prevailing all over the world
mcluding our own country, Pakistan. Whether the Government nominates or
the public votes for the leaders: only the affluent is their choice, no matter how
completely ignorant of Allah, corrupt and licentious they may be. They
become the VVL.Ps of the country. This situation is in fact a Divine trial.
These arrogant wealthy people look down upon those who are noble but poor.
n thewr haughtiness. they claim to be fortunate. having been showered by
Allah’s favours and bounties m the form of wealth and power, while the
righteous have nothing. But these lools forget that Allah has deprived them of
His Zikr and obedience; how can He be pleased with them? He surelv is
pleased with those who. though clad in coarse garments, have hearts
enlightened with the Divine Lights! His Sacred Name. unknown to these
rogues, has enlightened every cell of the bodies of these noble people. The
wealth and power of the arrogant leaders. complemented by disobedience of
Allah, will lead them to the ditch of ignominy. Allah shall not let the sighs of
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His humble and grateful servants go in vain. The moments which were spent

in seeking Him, the nights which went past in remembering Him. they who

sought His Pleasure in every action ot theirs, will surely meet His

Graciousness. Their hearts will remain alive and acquire eternal bliss. To take
¥ ¥ wl S

this decision. Allah need not consult the affluent!

O Prophet™™! Give believers the glad tidings and whenever they visit you.
invoke peace on them. The non believers shall face calamities in this world as
well as in the Hercafter while the believers will enjoy every type of protection
as Allah has decided to bless them with a series of rewards and Mercy. And 1f
by virtue of being human the believers commit a mistake. out of ignorance or
negligence, they must repent at once and correct themselves. To be completely
free of error is the virtue of the Prophets™ or the angels. All the rest are liable
to err, whether thev succeed in avoiding it all their hives. but there 1s always a
possibility. The scholars assert that every sin 1s ignorance and 1t should be
repented: if one repeats it even after repenting. again the treatment lics in
renewing the repentance. The spirit of repentance is to feel ashamed of what
one has done and to resolve to improve in the future, because Allah is indeed
the Most Forgiving. The Quran recounts everything in detail and in an easily
comprehendible manner because the aim of revealing the Book is to highlight
the dangers on the path of mankind. Inspite of all the guidelines 1f someone
wishes to stumble into the ditches of misfortune. it is entirely his own choice!
Otherwise, piety and evil. nobility and lowliness. actions and their results both
in this world and the Hereafter, have been clearly demarcated.
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Secrets of Revelation

Let these people know very clearly O Prophet™. that Allah has forbidden
you from obeying their gods and whatever they believe in save Him. This is
because Allah can never allow that being His servants, people should look to
others for the fulfillment of their needs! The fact is that Allah is the One Who
fulfils all needs. It is only the myopia of man that he shows eratitude to others,
It 1s the fabrication of soul which deceives people. If. Allah forbid, | too
approve of your beliefs, | shall also be amongst those who err and the path of
righteousness shall be lost. Even then. you believe in cannot be proven right.
S0 why should I endorse you?
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And 1 have clear evidence trom my Rabb such as the Revelations.
conversation with the angels, Allah’s Book and a treasure of metaphysical
knowledge of which you are oblivious and only deny it. Over and above. vou
act thanklessly by deposing that i the consequence of denjal is torment why is
it not forth coming? | did not claim that I control the punishments and rewards.
[ am only trying my best to make you understand that the decisions are taken
by Allah and no one can dare intervene i His Authority. It is upto Him to
decide how much respite He may give. or whom He shall facilitate
repentance, and who will be condemned when, and what shall be the mode of
punishment! His Decrees are very clear and He indeed makes the best of
judgments. O° Prophet®™™! Inform them that had requital been within my
power, | would not have hesitated for a second to meet their blatant demand
and the matter would have been long resolved. But this is neither my
responsibility nor a part of my duty! My job is to deliver Allah’s Message to
His people. How each individual responds. is best known to Him. He knows
the extent of transgression and also the transgressor fully well.

The Divine Attributes

All the ungodly religions. according to human needs. ascribed powers to fulfil
those needs to various beings. They believed all such entities to be worthy of
worship. But Islam, the religion of truth. rejected this concept outrightly. it
clearly declared that all superiority belongs to Allah. It is His Attribute to
Create, to Provide for and to be Aware of all the needs of His creations. He is
the Knowledgeable and the Omnipotent, Who can accomplish anything
independently without seeking anyone’s help. He Alone 1s worthy of all praisc
and worship. No Prophet™ or Angel can claim any share or partnership in His
Attributes, being also His creations. Whatever quality one may have is only
His blessing. He created everything. He Himself has always been and shall
always be and so will be His Attributes. All His Attributes have been
summarized into two qualities. that is. Knowledge and Omnipotence. If
someone intends to reform himself, believing in these two would provide him
enough guidance for a litetime.

As for the knowledge, Allah owns the treasures of the unseen, which are not
known to anyone else and are beyond the access of any creature. A confusion
often arises when people sometime mistake knowledge of a created being as
knowledge of the unseen. For example. a doctor or a scientist may predict
something, which comes true. These people base their prediction on some
observed facts which are too fine to be noticed by an ordinary person. This in
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any case cannot be termed as the knowledge of the unseen. as the source of its
acquisition already exists, Another kind 1s soothsaying or astrology etc. The
source of the former, as said earlier, i1s Satan and his whispers. He informs the
soothsavers about events that take place in a distant land. The astrologers and
the palmists rely greatlv on conjectures, which may or may not turn out to be
true. In short, such phenomena do have a cause. The most authentic and
profound knowledge is that of the Prophets™, and then of the Aulia. A
Prophet™” informs people of the realities pertaining to this life as well as the
Hereafter. These are, of course, news from the Unseen world. and to believe in
the Unseen is a prerequisite of faith. But even this, according to the Quran.
cannot bt‘: termed as Knowledge of the Unseen. because it 1s acquired by a
Prophet ™ through Revelation. It is rightly called as Information on the
Unseen, whereas the knowledge of Allah is not dependant on any source. It is
Personal and all Encompassing.

Events of the past as well as the future are all within His vision and so is
whatever lies on land and under water: every sand particle i the vastness of
deserts, each drop in the rolling oceans. are all in His Knowledge. He Knows
when a leaf withers and falls; beneath the darkness: and within the layers of
the soil there isn’t a grain which lies hidden from Him. In fact. everything dry
or wet, big on small in the entire universe is recorded i the Guarded Tablet,
while His Knowledge 1s far vaster than that,

Coming to the Omnipotence of Allah, it i1s enough for man to see that he
cannot survive without sleep. which indeed is similar to death. [t 1s only Allah
Wheo makes the condition of death prevail over a sleeping person whereby he
becomes heedless of good or bad. light or darkness. It is He Who watches the
daily routine of mankind minutely and knows all that they do before going to
bed. He is in complete charge and returns sleeping people to life, and gives
them respite to complete the appointed term. The sources of guidance are
readily available and for anyone wishing to turn back to Him, the doors of
repentance are left ajar! But there 1s no route for escape whatsoever, as
everyone must return to Him one day. whence He shall recount each and
every action of all.

Section 8

61. And He is the Supreme over His| 277 .12 .o ey
P alaas’ ‘_}._e_f_}.:ul__..pg_,if'l_u\_,j_,
creatures and He  sends| |
- X -'.l} f IS R

" o £ A - A B
guardians over you until when s L) uf___,;,jtr,f_;,.l,,u >
death comes to one of you. Our ‘::-1. _,,f, .

5 €D ¥
281




04.

65.

66.

67.

68.

messengers take his soul, and
they do not fail. '

Then they all shall be taken back
to Allah, their true Master, Lo!
His shall be the decision, and
He 1s the Most Swift of
Reckoners.

Say vou: who delivers you from
the darkness of the land and the
sea, when you cry unto Him in
humility and secretly: if He
delivers us from this. we will
surely be of the thankful.

Say vou: Allah delivers you
from this and from every pain,
yet you join thereafter others
with Him.

Say you: He i1s Able to stir up
chastisement on you from above
you or from beneath your feet or
to confound you by faction and
to make you taste the violence
of one another. Behold! How
variously We propound the
Signs that perchance they may
understand.

And your people belie it. while
it is certain to befall, say you: |
am not a guardian over you.

For every announcement 1s a set
time; and presently vou will
know.

And when you see those who
plunge in Our Revelations, keep
away from them unul they
plunge in a discourse other than |
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah enjoys complete Authority and Control over His servants, who are weak
and dependant upon Him forever. He has appointed angels upon every human
being to guard him against illnesses and accidents as well as the Recording
Angels to record each and every action of a person. This is how a human
being hives his life under Allah’s Protection; until it is time for him to die. The
Guarding Angels then cooperate with the Angels of Death and never err. But
all is not over at death; rather its process is a retreat to the Court of the Real
Owner, Who at every step had helped and showered kindness on His creation.
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In His Mighty Court it will be made clear that the right to pass judgment
purely belongrd to Him and no one can dare to speak there. Remember that it
is not difficult for Him to reckon every soul nor will He take long in doing so.

O Prophet™>™! Ask them that when they are in trouble, whether caught in the
stormy waves of the sea or lost in the wilderness of the desert who comes to
their rescue? Don’t they plead and beg Allah to save them and at the same
time promise that once rescued. they will spend the rest of their lives as His
obedient servants’

The Concept of Allah

[t was a common practice amongst the polvtheists of Arabia that whenever
they would be shipwrecked, or were lost in the desert, they would always cry
out to Allah! They would, in those difficult moments, lose all trust in their
idols and confess that worshipping them had been in vain. If only Allah spared
them this time they would never take partners with Him again. The fact is that
the concept of Allah as an Unseen Power constantly Aware of human needs
and able to help under all circumstances is a part of human nature. If
someone’s nature 1s not totally disfigured, he may not turn to Allah under
normal circumstances, but cries out to Him when caught in adversity. He aiso
fully realizes that since he is asking Allah for help, he will also have to obey
Him, for it is not proper to disobey someone who is sought in distress.
Obedience 1s indeed the best form of gratitude. Realizing this a person
spontaneously calls out: O" Allah help me, | shall forever be Your thankful
servant!

The Cure for Illnesses

It 1s an irony of our times that people have, inspite of their claim to be
Muslims, forgotten to ask Allah for help even when in trouble. The glitter of
modern mventions have bewildered mankind. They seek the help of doctors.
scientists and politicians for their problems and cannot see bevond. Every
ailment affects only when the Guarding Angels step aside. Otherwise no
accident or illness can bother a person. Now the treatment has two aspects.
Firstly, repentance and turning to Allah, begging for His Forgiveness and for
the capability to do good in future, so that the Guarding Angels are reinstated
on their job. Secondly, seeking the help of a good doctor while firmly
behieving that health can only be restored by Allah, otherwise, even the
medicines can have adverse effects. But our condition has pitiably deteriorated
to an extent that we ignore the priority and run after the secondary methods of
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treatment. Every distress or sickness is the outcome of some sin, but for those
who do not indulge in sin, it is a way to ¢levate their status before Allah. Thus
it is most important to be humble before Him. It is a fact that when modern
technology and medical science had not developed so much. people were
healthier. Those living fifty years ago were more healthy. robust and active
than the people of today. The more advancement is achieved in technology the
more complicated diseases pose a challenge to mankind and it has failed
repeatedly to eradicate them.

Whereas the threat of diseases is ever increasing, the morals too have
deteriorated. Evil has grown powerful by the day, while the beliefs and faith
have weakened. All this is the outcome of alienation from Allah and neglect
of His Zikr. The effects of ignoring Him are disturbing in this world, and shall
be the worst in the Hereafter. May Allah protect us!

So tlic only way out of all the troubles is to obey Allah, Who Alone protects
us against the diseases, gives health and delivers us from troubles. But man is
so thankless that he forgets everything in his routine and reverts 10
disobedience and polytlicism. If wve reflect, we would certainly remember the
times when we had sccretly implored Allah for help, and had pledged
obedience in return. However, once delivered of our troubles, we disregard all
promises. _

Effects of Sin

Let the people know that Allah is all Powerful. If they persist in infidelity and
sin, He will send punishment from above or from beneath or divide them in
warring groups to destroy each other. Instances of punishments from above are
available in the history of nations. Some were destroyed by torrential rainfall
others by fire or stones from the heavens. The mighty army of Ibrah was
destroyed by the swallows. The events of punishment from beneath are also
recorded in history. For the People of Prophet Nuh™ besides rainfall from the
skies. water also oozed out from ground. The army of Pharaoh were drowned,
the People of Prophet Lut™ were destroyed by turning their habitations upside
down while Qdroon sank in the ground. Another way to understand the point
is that every seed becomes a tree and bears fruit, similarly every human action,
sooner or later. bears fruit. Continuous disobedience will bring punishment in
any of the forms mentioned above. It may be inflicted in the form of ruthless
rulers who when approached for justice dish out humiliation, or in the form of
subordinates or employees who become dishonest and deceitful and do not
discharge their duties diligently. Today we are in a dismal situation whereby
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our punishment has been compounded, by unjust rulers on the top and
dishonest subordinates below.

The Word Shi‘ah

The third form of Divine Punishment is when people are divided into groups
hostile to one another. The word Shi‘ah means a group or a faction. The Quran
mentions it eight times for such factions who are mischievous and shall dwell
in fire. The ninth time it occurs in the context of a group who spreads
obscenity and evil. It yet another Ayah, it correctly refers to the people
amongst whom Prophet Ibrahim™® was born, as this word has always been
used in Allah’s Book for a group of wrongdoers. The one under discussion
points out that Allah will divide people in groups as a punishment, and they
will be a cause of trouble for one another.

If today we look at our own situation, we can see that due to our alienation
from Allah, we are gripped by all forms of punishment simultaneously. Not a
single nation or country in the world today is spared. While the cure for cancer
has barely been discovered, the entire non-believing world has been inflicted
by AlDs, a terrifying disease indeed. In America alone, 0.5 million people
afflicted are awaiting death in various hospitals. The entire modern technology
and research has failed to provide a cure. An AIDs patient spends every
moment of life in unimaginable anguish. The medical experts are now worried
about the probable victims not yet discovered, since the disease is only
detected at an almost helpless stage. This is one aspect. Moral degeneration,
mental anxiety and natural disasters are now matters of normal routine.
Granted that these are the results of their infidelity but where do we stand as
claimants of Islam? Isn’t it that we have spoiled our terms with Allah to such
an extent, that today we have no security from the State. The public servants
deny us our rights even after extorting bribe. The entire nation is divided into
various groups on the basis of language, regions and sects who are constantly
at war with one other. The mosques look like battlefields. In the political arena
chairs are hurled at each other. There is unrest all around us. No other option
is open except turning to Allah. Yet to add to our misery, our intellectuals are
adding fuel to the fire by propagating socialism and secularism. Remember
that there is only one way to escape the Divine Punishment and that is sincere
repentance. We must revert back to Allah, renew our resolve to follow the
teachings of the Holy Prophet®, feel ashamed of our past conduct and
embark upon a life full of obedience and submission. If this is done, we can
still change our destiry. Allah’s injunctions are clear and revealed in detail so
that everyone niay understand without any confusion.
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To end Differences over Principles - a State Function

According to the Holy Prophet™" “The differences of my Ummah are a

blessing’. These differences arise only in an effort to get to the reality of a
certain matter in the light of Quran and the Sunnah. In actual fact, there are no
real differences. Obviously, the principal matters clearly decided and laid
down can never be a matter of controversy. Only in the explanation of these
matters, which provide room for ljtehad can a difference of opinion arise. In
that too, those holding a different opinion will not be declared wrong but only
one’s own interpretation may be deemed closer to the true meaning. The
differences between the jurists and the scholars are of this nature, and do not
involve any clashes, as they do not consider one another to be wrong. It rather
highlights all aspects of a matter and leads to the best interpretation.
Therefore. it has been called a blessing. On the other hand, the kind of
differences which led to the division into various sects pertain to principal
matters. Here obviously both the conflicting sects cannot be right. For
example, the Shi‘ites and the Muslims. They differ in their beliefs from the
Unity of Allah, the Prophethood, the Hereafter, the Day of Reckoning, the
Paradise and Hell. to the Forbidden and the Lawful, the Book and Sunnah so
much so that they differ even in the Kalimah Tayyebah of Islam. Similarly the
Qadyanis differ from the rest of the Ummah in their belief of Prophethood.
Now it is the duty of the rulers to prevent the propagation of such anti-Islam
beliefs and practices and no one should be allowed to take the law in his own
hands. The best course of action for the Muslims is to stay away from such
people: to kill or dishonour or plunder them is not proper at all. It is the duty:
of the State to deal with such individuals or organizations who promote un-
Islamic precepts and practices under the cover of Islam. The differences
between Deobandi, Barelvi, conformist or non-conformist are entirely
differences of opinion, which should not be turned into a conflict between
Islam and infidelity.

It is extremely unfortunate for us that a class has been created whose source of
livelihood is the mosque. To fulfill the mundane needs they have to depend
upon the religious schools or the shrines of their ancestors. Ever since religion
has become a source of earning livelihood, it has given rise to hostility and
competition. Efforts are exerted to prove and maintain one’s superiority over
the other. Years of slavery under the British has, besides other evils, handed
down this disease to the Muslim nations. Before the cursed rule, our generals,
our politicians, our leaders and our ministers were also religious scholars. The
Britishers intentionally closed the doors of State offices to the scholars of
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Islam. This resulted in dual loss. Firstly. competent pedple turned ignorant of
Islam and opted for secular education which could promote them in their
careers. With the exception of few scholarly families. those who opted for
Islamic education all belonged to the lot rejected from all other walks of life.
Secondly. those inducted to State Service were deprived of Islamic education
on purpose. It I1s indeed very sad that even after the Independence. the system
of education has not been changed. But who could have done it? Those in
authority attached no importance to Islam and the entire nation is bearing the
brunt of their misdeeds. May Allah forgive us and reinvigorate our hearts!

Allah informs the Holy Prophet™™ that even if his nation refuses to believe in

Islam and Allah's Book and the realities revealed therein, it cannot alter the
truth, and they will experience it. He should let it be known to them very
clearly that he is not responsible to fend for their deeds, nor is he their
advocate to plead and defend them against whatever they do, nor their
reformation forms part of his duty. Not at all. However. if they wish to turn to
Allah, he shall guide them and intercede for them. Other than that, he has no
responsibility and this must be clearly understood.

It 15 in the nature of humans that has failed to perceive the looming devastation
when their hearts are overwhelmed by darkness. They realize only when the
doom hits them in Divine Punishment. Today, we are experiencing all the
three forms of punishment as a nation but we are trying to find routine cures,
and do not even think of repenting and correcting ourselves. This was the
attitude of the infidels of Makkah who despite being caught in various
turmoils, awaited the final doom and would often ask the Holy Prophet™*"
when would it come? He was told to inform them that the schedule of events
was predetermined. Just as a fruit takes its time to ripen, the end result of
every action will also appear at the appointed hour, and if tlicy do not mend
their ways they shall soon witness it with open eyes.

Stay Away from Evil Folk

A golden principle has been laid down in these Ayat. It is indeed an enormity
to make fun of the religion. and to eradicate this evil the Muslims were blessed
with Jihad. Yet Jihad is the duty of the State and its Agencies and none else
has the authority to enforce the law. Therefore, every individual must make
sure to avoid the company of people who criticize or argue or distort
injunctions of Islam or make fun of them. This situation was faced at two
occasions. First, when People of the Book made fun of the Divine
Commandments and distorted them as they had not accepted the Prophethood
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of the Holy Prophet™*". Subsequently, when Mosalimah Kazzab, who had

believed in his Propliethood, claimed to be a Prophet himself. during his
lifetime. He was termed as Kazzab (liar) by the Holy Prophet™" but the
matter was resolved during the rule of Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddiq™" soon after

the passing away of the Holy Prophet™*".

The first instance depicts grave blasphemy and highlights the duty of the
Government of an Islamic State to declare Jihad against every form of such
wickedness until it is obliterated and the Din is purified for Allah. But on the
individual level it is the duty of every one to avoid such people and places.

The second occasion involves a fabrication of beliefs and innovations in the
name of Islam. This indeed is a graver transgression. The very second
consensus of the Companions™", the first being on the appointment of
Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddig™*" as Caliph, was on the issue of Mosalimah. It was
decided that for every alteration in the religion, it may be major such as
Mosalimah Kazzab’s lie, or minor such as the refusal of certain tribes to pay
Zakat, the Islamic State shall declare Jihad against those responsible. This was
promptly done, and not only Mosalimah but also all the seven imposters
including two women were done to death. However, a man and a woman
repented and were spared.

It was indeed the State responsibility. Individuals cannot take the law in their
hands and fight such people but must at least avoid their company. They
should never support those making fun of or interpolating the religion like the
Shr’ites since it gives rise to conflicts and clashes. The correct solution is that
all the Muslims must stay away from these innovations and avoid participation
or taking interest in their rituals. Similar is the case of Qadyanis who have
accepted the Prophethood of an imposter like Mosalimah Kazzab. Now if
anyone from these two groups begins to argue and insist on proving the rituals
to be part of religion, every Muslim must stay away from them, especially
when they are actually indulging in such activities. Their meetings should not
be attended nor one should become a party to anti Islam dialogues. A boycott
shall break the backbone of this anti Islam Movement which thrives on
outsiders’ participation. Any casual visitor must quit as soon as he realizes his
mistake.

[t i1s forbidden to sit in the company of evildoers, or go there merely for

passing time. Meeting such people is permissible only under compulsion such

as to settle a business deal etc or for propagation of true religion to help guide

them to the straight path. Otherwise, those who take religion as a joke must be

abandoned and given no importance whatsoever, for they are fools who have
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vielded to the temporary pleasures of this world and have been duly beguiled.
It must be reminded to them that they shall be requited according to their
deeds and there shall be no helper or interceder for the wrongdoers. And
intercession again is subject to prior Divine Permission and will be only for
those who worked hard for His obedience. However, as human being they did
commit mistakes. and could not attain the desired level. On the contrary those
who opted for denial. no one can help or intercede for them. The will have to
taste the fruit of their misdeeds in the form of boiling water to drink, and
tormenting abodes to live in. This is the end result of their infidelity which
they practised in their lives.

s

72.

13,

Section Y

Say you: shall we call upon. |
beside Allah. what can neither |
profit us nor hurt us. and shall
we turn our heels after Allah has
guided us, like one whom devils
have beguiled to  wander
bewildered in the land, his
companions calling him to the
right path: come to us? Say you:
verily the guidance of Allah is
the real Guidance. and we are
bidden to submit ourselves to
the Rabb of the world:

And that: establish Salat and
fear Him, and 1t is He to Whom
you shall be gathered.

It 1s He Who has created the
heavens and the earth with a
purpose. And the Day when He
says: be, it shall become. His
saying is the Reality. His will be
the dominion the Day the
Trumpet will be blown. Knower
of the unseen and the seen, He is
the Wise, the Aware,
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74.

16.

7

78.

79.

80.

Re-call when Ibrahim said to his
father: Azar! Do you take idols
for gods? | see you and your
people in manifest error. |

And m like manner did We
show [brahim the governance of
the heavens and the ecarth, in
order that he might become of
the convinced.

Then when the night darkened
on him, he saw a star. He said:
this is my Rabb. Then when it
set. he said: | love not the setting
ones.

Then when he saw the moon
rising up, he said: this 1s my
Rabb. Then when it set he said:
were it not that my Rabb kept
me guiding. | must have been of
the erring people.

Then when he saw the sun rising
up, he said: this is my Rabb!
This is the greatest. Then when
it set, he said: O my people! |
am quit of what you associate

with God.

Verily I have set my face
towards Him Who has created
the heavens and the earth,
upright, and 1 am not of the
associators.

And his people contended with
him. He said: do you contend
with me regarding Allah when
He has guided me? [ am not at
all afraid of what you associate |
with Him, save anything that
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- Rabb may will. My R N A s g
my Rabb may will . I'. ill.h E‘:;:lﬁu_ﬁ,.&a.a:_?}u'l
comprehends everything m His

Knowledge. Will you not then
be admonished?

81. And how should | fear what you : = i
. Rl o e i
have associated with Him. while|  op# Y= Lokl
you do not fear to associate with N R I
= ! & z L‘ IL'I‘ - i I1.
Allah that for which He has sent | E'"'"L" e caad ) -’”f"‘sf"
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Which then of the two parties 15| * " o A
worthier of security. if you but Q) N
knew?
82. It is those who believe and do th Aot AR LA
not confound their belief with| -‘lh, 2 ! yois 53 yrale 2
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Secrets of Revelation

Being Possessed by a Jinn

In the worldly matters there is a middle course called “give and take,” that 1s,
the parties involved display flexibility and come 10 a compromise. But this
does not work at all in religious matters. This is because in former case, the
parties concerned are human with equal chance to err and their opinion cannot
be taken as the final word. However, religion is based on Allah's
Commandments Who is the only One without any partners and with
unfathomable knowledge, which is His Personal Attribute. He is Aware of the
requirements of His creations and is also the Creator of what is beneficial or
harmful. To accept anyone else’s opinion by ignoring His Words is indeed
blatant misguidance. The infidels must not expect this from Muslims, whose
only course of action is that Divine Commandments be accepted without any
hesitation. It is futile to believe in others than Him as no one else is capable of
beneffting or causing any harm. Even after embracing Islam holding such a
belief tantamounts to falling headlong into darkness. Such a person 1s like the
one possessed by Satan or Jinn and turned a lunatic, running around wildly. In
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this state. even when invited to the straight path. he does not understand
anything.

O Prophet™™! Inform these people that the guidance is from Allah and no
one else has the right to declare what is virtue or vice. The criteria is that
whatever is laid down by Allah as virtue is indeed a virtue and we must accepl
it whole-heartedly and exert fully to obey Him, as He is the Sustainer of the
entire universe. And also worship Him so that the capacity to be obedient is
granted to us. We must develop Taqwa. a special kind of relationship with
Him, which will make us feel ashamed in case of any disobedience. It is o
Him that we all shall return one day. He Who is the Most Powerful and Who
created the heavens and the earth to perfection. He created this universe.
workshop of life, from non-existence and He will simply command its
resurrection whenever it pleases Him. This is because what He declares is
true to the hilt and He has informed us on resurrection. Indeed when the
Trumpet will be blown and the Day of Judgment will commence. every
claimant of power shall acknowledge that Allah is the only Sovereign, Who is
Aware of everything whether visible or concealed. He is the Wisest, and it is
because of His Prudence that people get respite, otherwise He is not unaware
of their deeds.

The First Person Crowned

Allah quotes the example of Prophet Ibrahim™®. When he was raised the
condition of people was similar to that of the Arabs of the Holy Prophet’s>™
time. They had become heedless of Allah and had accepted their king as God,
identified by the Commentators as Namriid bin Kanin. According to Tafsir
Mazhari, he was the first person who was crowned and had claimed divinity
for himself. These people, besides worshipping many idols. also worshipped
the stars. The king after declaring himself as God had promoted many such
rituals. Prophet Ibrahim™ began his campaign from his own home. He asked
his father who was also Namrud’s minister why he and all the rest worshipped
idols; without any genuine reason as they chiselled them out of stone by their
own very hands. He further told his father that an idol was dependant on
people for its own creation. How could it be of any benefit to them or be
worthy of worship, while it could not even fulfill any of its own needs? He
pointed out that his father and the entire nation was clearly heading n the
wrong direction.




Kashf

Prophet Ibrahim™ was blessed with an insight to behold the wonders of the
heavens and the earth. The Commentators assert that he was standing on a
rock when Allah unveiled the entire universe before him: how each and every
atom, each and every leal was tollowing its predetermined course enjoined by
Him. The effects of things. the results of actions, the role of angels. the sun.
the moon, the stars, and the winds: how the actions are recorded and where
will people end up as a result; so much so that he also saw his own dwelling in
the Paradise. This form of observation and knowledge is termed as Kashf.

Kashf. [Tham or llga’ and Wijdan are the sources of acquiring knowledge
directly from Allah. The Prophets™ are always given knowledge through
these mediums, which are superior to any other source of acquiring
knowledge. This blessing is given to a Wali only because of his adherence to a
Prophet **. A Wali is different from a Prophet™ in two major ways. Firstly, a
Prophet™ obeys Allah directly; a Wali also obeys Him but through the
Prophet™. Secondly, the Prophet’s Kashf, [lham, Ilqa’ or Wijdan, even his
drecams, are a form of Divine Revelation 1.e. such a categorical and sure
knowledge upon which it is mandatory for the Prophet™ and his people to act
The Kashf of a Wali cannot at all be taken as a Divine Revelation and does
carry the possibility of an error That is why it merits rejection when in
conflict with the information given by a Prophet™. Besides. the Kashf of a
Wali forms a pretext only for himself; no one else 1s bound to accept it. The
vision of the universe was revealed to Prophet Ibrahim™ so that he could
acquire that level of surety which can be attained only after seeing something
with one’s own eyes. Although he was already absolutely sure because he was
blessed with knowledge directly from Allah, yet the vision was granted as an
additional reward and to add a new dimension to his faith. Similarly the Kashf
and visions of a Wali help in strengthening his faith, and adding more clarity
to the understanding of the Divine Commandments and the teachings of the
Prophets™”.

Method of Inviting to Allah

Prophet Ibrahim™® logically rejected the idea of worshipping the stars in a
manner easily comprehensible to a commoner. It is typical of the Prophets™
that they do not engage in complicated arguments. They rather prefer easily
understandable reasoning of two Kkinds. Firstly, those which have been
revealed and form part of the Divine Scriptures. Secondly, logical reasoning in
simple words which can be clearly understood by the common man. The
insignificance of the idols was relatively simple to explain, but for the star
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worship Prophet Ibrahim™ had to adopt a slightly different course. One night.
when the sky was full of stars, he. pointing towards the brightest one, enquired
of the people: if that was the one they wanted him to accept as his Rabb,
because it outshined the rest. After some time when it had waned Prophet
Ibrahim™* said that the star which could not even maintain its ownself can
never be accepted as the Provider for his needs. Then rose the moon, which
seemed brighter than the stars. Prophet Ibrahim ™ said that may be taking it as
Rabb would be wiser. However, soon the moon also set. Prophet Ibrahim™
thought that all of these moving objects seemed to be discharging their
respective duties and there must be someone who is controlling them all, Since
this system is so well knitted and running so smoothlv. it is clear that its
creator and sustainer is one and the same. Surely the Rabb of mankind is the
same too, who has the right to provide guidance. If He does not do so or if the
people do not accept His Guidance, they are bound to go astray.

Then he observed the rising sun and exclaimed: “This is so big and bright that
all the stars and the moon have been obscured by its light; may be this is the
Rabb!™ But the sun too set and darkiness followed. Prophet Ibrahim™ then
addressed the people: *“You ascribe stars as partners with the Most Exalted; He
Who is the Creator and Sustamer of everytning: but I will not do so. | am fed
up with your beliefs and | hereby denounce them; and with full sincerity and
devotion, | turn my face towards my Rabb Who is the Creator of heavens and
the earth. I can never join those who ascribe partners in His Being or in His
Attributes.” He conveyed this Message to the people in a manner simply
splendid. There are three distinct themes in his Message, which must be
clearly understood. Firstly, sincere devotion and a firm faith in Allah is
imperative. Both are blessed to the Prophets™ directly from Allah, who pass
it on to those availing their company and audience; and the same process goes
on. Just as the teachings of the Prophets™ are passed on from generation to
generation, so is the Barakah of his company. The latter blessing is attained
through association with the Aulia. The second theme of the address is that the
invitation to Allah must start from one's own immediate family, and then
spread to others with the same love and atfection. Resides, those who refuse to
believe it must be told clearly that the believers and the non believers are two
separate entities of mankind. They are two different nations who can only
have friendships within themselves but not with one another. The third factor
to be kept in mind is that the Message should be conveyed in clear words
“without bringing in philosophical thoughts and words to muke the matter
complicated lest the whole effort loses its significance.
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Fxcellence of the Aulia

The People of Prophet Ibrahim™ not only turned down his Message, but also
started contending with him. They tried to scare him of the possible wrath of
their self-proclaimed deities. He told them that he was blessed with Divine
Revelations and thus guided by Allah: but instead of learning anything they
adopted a negative attitude and wanted to lcach him about the Being and His
Attributes. These words of Prophet Ibrahim™ point to a very great historical
fact. that the world’s outstanding intellectuals, writers, scientists and
philosophers can discuss any topic they like, but not Allah’s Being or His
Attributes, the Riih. the Angel, the Punishments and Rewards or Life of the
Hereafter. These topics have only been discussed by those exalted souls, the
Prophets™, who have been, through different ages, blessed with Divine
Revelations. Prophet Ibrahim™ reproached his people for deviating from this
rule. He made it clear to them that he was not afraid at all, as whoever
develops a relationship with Allah does not fear anyone but Him. He was not
afraid because he knew fully well that his Rabb was Aware of his condition
and benefit or harm are entirely in His Control. He invited people to think that
when they did not fear Allah, the Absolute Ruler, and ascribed partners to
Him without any evidence, why on earth should he fear their idols, whereas
he had all the logical evidence to prove their falschood! Under these
circumstances who should feel satisfied with his beliefs?

A Divine Rule has been laid down next that all those who are blessed with
faith and never taint it with polytheism always live a truly happy and
contented life. Only they can enjoy tranquillity and peace because they are on
the right track. The relationship between actions and beliefs has been defined
in a beautiful manner. The beliefs are the path and the actions are the journey.
If the latter has shortcomings, lesser distance will be covered, which is not
desirable and must be avoided. However, if the beliefs are incorrect, even
constant action cannot lead to the destination. Thus in the light of a saying of
the Holy Prophet™*" the phrase “wrong-doing™ here stands for blending one’s
beliefs with polytheism. Whoever refrains from it at least stays on the right
track. May Allah bless us with the power to act according to His Will, and
grant us firm faith!

Section 10

83. This was the argument which!| s<ec - o e
. - ' L-I—-'—'||"L.Z._-._-'n-
We gave to [brahim against his acdc "}c 27 ‘-J-L‘J
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84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

people. We raise In :.Iugrtc:ﬂ
whom We please: verily your|
Rabb is Wise. Knowing.

And We bestowed upon him |

Ishaq and Y-aqub: cach one We
guided. And Nuh We had
guided beftore, and of his
progeny Daud and Sulaiman and
Ayyub and Yusuf and Musa and
Harun: and thus We recompense
the well doers.

And also Zakariyya and Yahya
and “Isa and llyas: each one was
of the righteous.

And also Isma‘1l and Yasuh, and
Yunus and Lut: each of them
We preferred above the worlds.

And also some of their fathers
and their progeny and therr
brothers; We chose them and
guided them on the right path.

This 1s the guidance of Allah
with  which He  guides
whomsoever of His creatures
He wills. And if' they had|
indulged mn polytheism. |
associated to nothing would
have come all that they had been
doing.

Those are they to whom We
gave the Book and judgment and
Prophethood. Wherefore 1f they
disbelieve therein, We have
surely entrusted it to a people
who are not disbelievers therein.
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Secrets of Revelation
The Excellence of the Prophets

The abihity to explain complex issues m simple and easily understandable
words supported by substantial reasoning. i1s an evidence of Allah’s blessings.
While reminding people of the many rewards He bestowed upon Prophet
Ibrahim™®, Allah declares that it was He who granted him c¢loquence so that
he could outwit his nation. This, in fact, is an inherent excellence of the
Prophets™ that they are able to explain complicated and intricate matters in
the simplest of words logically. Whereas the philosophers also too discuss
matters at length, never have they come up with any final conclusions todate,
nor has the common man been able to understand them. ldentical is the
difference between truly devoted people of Allah and professional orators; the
words of the former are simple, and are absorbed by people hearts bringing
about positive changes in their practical lives, Whereas the orators or men of
letters expect people to admire their stvle of expression and beautiful
sentences; which may neither be understood by the common man, nor bring
about any positive change in anyone’s life. Besides, this inspiration is not
anyone's personal excellence but a gift from Allah for His Prophets™. and
their followers receive their share of this ability only as a reward for obeying
them. It 1s Allah’s exclusive prerogative to decide what He wishes to bestow
and upon whom! He may elevate the status of whoever He pleases, by
blessing him with excellence and wisdom as much as He likes, as He is the
Wisest of all and is well Aware of everything. He knows better who deserves
an award.

Sacrifice in His Cause is Never Wasted

When Prophet Ibrahim™ gave up his home. his native land and his relatives
for the sake of Allah; He blessed him with better substitutes. In his progeny,
he was blessed with Prophets Ishag™ and Y‘aqub ™. and amongst his
ancestors was Prophet Nuh . Everyone is responsible for his own actions and
will be requited accordingly. Yet given the guidance and the light of faith, it is
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a matter of great honour to belong to the family of Allah’s chosen people. This
Section, tht;'r-:i'n:::rc commences with a reference to the Prophethood of
Hadhrat Ibrahim™", his ancestors and his children and nephews. Amongst hr&.
family were ““\ﬂhLd Prophets. like Daud™. Sulaiman™, Yusuf™, Muasa™
and Harin™. Allah alwa;s blesses those whu strive for I‘IE,|"II('JUI.ISIIE:':5 wlth
sincerity. Prophet [brahim™’s sacrifices were t.‘ﬁ:mpldn and so were the
rewards conferred upon him. Prophet Zakariyya™, and his son Yahya™, ‘Isa
* and llyas™ were all Allah’s chosen people honoured with l"rﬂpheﬂmnd.
This was one branch entrusted with Prophethood in the Bani Israil. All were
Prophet Ibrahim’s™" children including Prophets Yasuh™®, Yunus™ and Lut™.
On the other side was Prophet Isma’il™, in whose progeny came the final
Prophet Muhammad™*". Thus the light of Prophethood remained in the
progeny of Prophet Ibrahim™ forever. Personages were always chosen from
his family to be tavoured and blessed by Allah. When He chooses someone,
He grants him knowledge of the right path and gives him the abilities to act
righteously.

Progeny

These Ayat recount seventeen Prophets™ with whom many of their relations
were also rewarded. Amongst these, Prophet Noh™ was Prophet Ibrahim’s™
ancestor, while all the rest were his progeny. Prophet ‘1sa™ has also been
listed amongst his descendents although he was born of his mother alone. He
is, therefore, a grandson on the daughters” side. The Commentators deduce
that when this principle is applied to the descendants of the Holy Prophet™*",

the children of Hadhrat ‘Al™" from Hadhrat Fatima™*", and Hadhrat ‘Al ibn
al ‘Aas born to Hadhrat Zainab daughter of the Holy Prophet®*". shall be
considered as his progeny. Hadhrat ‘Ali ibn al *‘Aas™V is the same person
whom the Holy Prophet™" physically lifted into the K*abah on the eve of
Conquest of Makkah, to clear it of the idols kept therein. Thus grandchildren,
whether of sons or daughters are taken as progeny.

Repugnance of Polytheism

Now the heinousness of polytheism is being highlighted with the command
that had these exalted and chosen personages of Allah ever indulged in i,
their entire virtues and their honour would have been mollified being of no
help to them. Not only their exalted offices would have been ceded, but the
good deeds would also have gone waste. It is impossible for a Prophet™ to
indulge in sin, being inherently innocent, but to highlight the repugnance of
polytheism, this hypothesis has been recorded here. One can see what would

be the situation of an ordinary person practising polytheism and at the same
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time hoping for Allah’s Pleasure? It must be noted that polytheism does not
only involve prostration before idols. Its root as indicated by Prophet
Ibrahm™ is to-take someone as the beneficent, or to fear someone and obey
him against Allah; this is polytheism and the one practising it is a polytheist
even if he claims to be a Muslim.,

It is indeed a great blessing that He guides the obedient to their destination.
and always favours those who associate all their hopes and fears with Him. In
short, those who never ascribe partners to Him in His Being or in His
Attributes are the ones always biessed by Him.

Eulogy of the Companions™*"

The aforementioned personalities were those upon whom Allah conferred
Prophethood, blessed them with His Scriptures and perfect codes of life. Not
one, but over one hundred thousand Prophets™ were raised. Hence the Holy
Prophet’s™™ Prophethood is not something strange or unusual that these
unfortunate people are denying it. Their denial should not bother the Holy
Prophet™™ as Allah shall raise a nation of fortunate people who will believe
in him with their hearts and soul and will never even think of disbelief and
denial. The Companions™; Muhajrin and the Ansar and according to
scholars all the believers, till the Day of Judgment, share this honour, It is a
matter of great pride and pleasure for all that Allah has praised them. May He

make us steadfast forever!
Religion as Source of Livelihood

Itis further asserted that all the Prophets™ were guided by Allah. So the Holy
Prophet™™" must follow in their footsteps. Just as they remained patient over
the hardships they faced at the hands of their people and stood fast on Allah’s
obedience, the Holy Prophet®™ must do the same. The scholars have
discussed at length why the Holy Prophet®* is being told to follow those
before him whereas he was given a complete Shari‘ah. There are many
explanations. (1) that this following involves only the concepts of Divine
Unity, Prophethood and the Hereafter etc. or (2) that until a new injunction is
revealed, the earlier ones on the subject should be followed. The simplest
explanation is that on one hand the nen believers are teld not to follow their
ancestors blindly unless on the right track. On the other land the Prophets™
preferred Allah’s obedience over everything, so the Holy Prophet®" must
follow suit and tell the people that he demands no wages for his task, which is
a part of his duties towards Allah, Whe Alone is the Bestower. Thus no
Prophet™® made the propagation of religion a profession, or a source of
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livelihood. They only sought His Pleasure and propagated His Message
throughout their lives. That is why those, who have made propagation of
religion a source i earning, do convey the words but no one receives the
guidance of which they are deprived themselves. However, if someone works
with sincerity and only for Allah’s Pleasure, and is voluntarily helped by
people, there is no harm. In fact, Muslims must look after such sincere people
who. spend most of their time serving the religion. Yet such volunteers for
Allah must not expect any praise or service from anyone. This was the
practice of the Prophets™. This Qurdn is a source of guidance for the entire
mankind and answers all the queries of life to make it pleasant and at the same

time earn Allah’s Pleasure and eternal bliss.

ol

Section 11

They did not estimate Allah
with estimation due to Him,
when they said; on no human
being has God sent” down
anything at all. Say you: who
sent dowr the Books with which
Musa came, a light and guidance
to mankind, which you have
made into separate parchments.
Some of it you disclose and
much of it you conceal. And you
were taught what you know not,
neither you nor your fathers. Say
you: Allah. And leave them
alone sporting in their vain
discourse

And this 15 a Book We have sent
down, t.essed and confirming!
what has been before it. And it
1s sent that you may warn with it
the mother of towns and those
around 1t. And those who
believe in the Hereafter believe

in it and they guard their Salat.
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93.

94.

And who is a greater wrong-
doer than one who fabricates a
lie against Allah or says: a
Revelation has come to me
whereas no Revelation has come
to him in anything, and one who|
says I shall send down the like
of what Allah has sent down.
Would that you see when the
wrong-doers are in the pangs of
death while the angels are
stretching forth their hands
saying: yield up your souls; to-
day you will be awarded a
torment of ignominy for what
you have been saying of Allah
other than the truth, and against
His Signs you were used to be
stiff-necked.

And now you are come to Us
singly even as We created you
for the first time, and you have
left behind your intercessors
whom you fancied were Our
associaties in respect of you as
you asserted. Now are the ties
between you severed, and
strayed from you is what you
were accustomed to assert.
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Secrets of Revelation

Prophets are Human

Islam, challenging the world of disbelief, called upon the entire mankind to
believe in and obey the only true God. Thus most of the non-believers united
against Islam except for some fortunates souls who were blessed with the light
of faith and were delivered from the darkness of infidelity. The Jews from the

302




very beginning, led the anti-Islam Movements. Even polytheists of Makkah
would learn from the Jew scholars what objections to raise against the Holy
Prophet®". For this purpose, these polytheists would frequently visit
Madinah as majority of them lived there. The leader of these scholars lied to
them that no human had ever been blessed with Divine Revelation. What he
said was similar to what the ignorant assert, that a Prophet™ can never be a
human being. Probably such people consider themselves or those around them
as the standard of humanity, which is not correct. The real criterion is the
Prophet™, while the acme of humanity is Prophet Muhammad™>""

Creation liable to accountability can be classified into four groups, namely;
the Angels, the Satan, the Jinn, and the humans. Obviously, there is no
Prophethood amongst angels, nor is there evidence of it in the Jinn. Satan is
total darkness. This honour has been conferred only upon mankind; yet every
descendant of Prophet Adam™® does not qualify to be human. In fact, it is the
extent of adherence to ways of the Holy Prophet™", which decides the level
of humanity. Thus a Prophet™ is not only human but is the criterion for
humanity! In response to the Jewish scholars’ statement Allah asserts that if
He did not reveal anything to human beings, where did the radiant and
manifest Book of Guidance for people given to Prophet Miisa™ come from?
Radiance and manifest guidance are two dominant qualities cf all Divine
Scriptures. They have the light by virtue of being Allah’s Message to fight
against the darkness of ignorance, and provide guidance on all matters of daily
life. But all were valid in their own period and time. Believing in them as the
Divine Scriptures is essential even today, but obedience is only for the Last
Book and the Last Prophet™".

This Book, the Torah, opened the vistas of Divine Knowledges par excellence,
which could not have been otherwise acquired by the Jews or their ancestors.
Yet they were so unfortunate that they segmented the Book into pages. This
means that whenever it served their purpose they would prove it by presenting
the relevant page and what they did not like, for example. the portion
pertaining to the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™*", they simply concealed
it. People of such character were obviously unlikely to believe in what had
been revealed unto the Holy Prophet®*". So let them know that Allah revealed
their Book, too, upon one of His chosen servants, Prophet Miisa™, who was a
human being. After having given them such a logical explanation, the Holy

Prophet™*" need not bother for what nonsense they may utter.
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Following the Book against Justifying Own Practices

It becomes clear here that finding references from Allah’s Book to serve
personal interests is absurd. The purpose of the Divine Books is to impart
guidance. If the actions are in accordance with the Book, one should thank
Allah, and if not, one must mend his ways. To make improper interpretations
of Divine Words only to justify one’s practices is a serious misdoing. Allah
asserts that He has revealed a blessed Book, the Quran, which presents the
most simple and practical solutions to all the problems of life, and is most
pleasing to Allah. It i1s indeed a trustee of truths revealed in the preceding
Books. It does not alter the beliefs of Unity of Allah, the Prophethood, the
temporal and the eternal life, and the punishments and rewards associated with
each. It has been revealed to enable the Holy Prophet®" to spread the
Message to the people who live in the “*Mother of Habitations™ i.e. Makkah
and in its surroundings. The city of Makkah marks the center of the earth,
wherefrom it has been spread out and is thus the point of origin of all the
subsequent habitations of mankind. People living in Makkah and to the
farthest limits of earth must be informed of the possible risks in this life and in
the Hereafter in time. Praise be to Allah for such a great favour to mankind.
The task of the Holy Prophet™>*" was truly formidable,

Validity of the Book

Those having some awareness of the Hereafter will at once accept his
Message. They will sincerely embark upon Allah’s obedience and offer Salat
five times a day. Rather they will guard their Salat by avoiding such things,
which may annoy Allah or impede His Worship. The divinity of the Quran is
also proved by the illustrious personality of the Holy Prophet™*" himself. He,
who had never made an incorrect statement about any human being, how
could he make a false claim about Allah’s Revelation? This certainly cannot
be expected of him, because of his celebrated nobility, truthfulness and
trustworthiness. Only a grave sinner and a wrong doer could do so, as there
cannot be a more serious crime than fabricating lies about Allah! Those who
claim that they too can produce a Scripture similar to that revealed by Allah
are the liars of the highest order. If only their inner and spiritual state is
witnessed at the time when the Angels of Death approach, telling them to
deliver their souls and be ready to face a shameful doom against lying about
Allah, and for the arrogance dempnstrated against His Commandments! It
must be noted that the outward state of a dying person is not important, as
sometimes even believers apparently experience momentary pangs, which in
fact act a« atoneraent for their mistakes. The inner and spiritual state has been
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mentioned here because the Prophets™ are gifted with this vision and through
it they receive the Scripture. Similarly the Aulia receive this power in

proportion to their obedience and relationship with the Prophets

basis of their individual status.

A5 and on

They will be presented before Allah on the Day of Judgment and the truth will
be revealed. They will be gathered before Him naked as when born and will
be questioned as to where had their wealth and power, which had made them
so arrogant gone? All those, to whom they had attached more importance than
Allah, and had felt pride in being their slaves will not be there to intercede.
That Day all ties of friendships would stand severed and the deities
worshipped and their worshippers will be equally disgusted with each other.
All the fabrications against the teachings of the Prophets™ will be gone with
the wind and nothing would be able to save them.

95.

96.

97.

98.

Section 12

Allah is the Splitter of seed-
grain and the date stone. He
brings forth the living from the
lifeless and He is the Bringer-
forth of the lifeless from the
living. Such is Allah; whither
away are you then deviating?

Cleaver of the dawn. He has
appointed the night as repose
and appointed the sun and the
moon according to a reckoning.
That is the disposition of the
Mighty, the Knowing.

It is He who has made for you
the stars that you may be guided
with them in the darkness of the
land and the sea. Surely We
have expounded the Signs for a
people who know.

It is He Who has produced you
from one person, and provided
for you an abode and a
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99.

100.

depository. Surely We have
expounded the Signs for a
people who understand.

It is He Who has sent down
water from the heaven and We
have thereby brought forth

growth of every kind, and out of

it We have brought forth green
stalks from which We produce
close growing seed grain. And
from the date stone: from the
spathe thereof come forth
clusters of dates low hanging:
and gardens of grapes, and the
olive, and the pomegranate,
similar to one another and
dissimilar. Look at the fruit
thereof when it bears fruits and
the reforming thereof. Verily in
them are Signs for a people who
believe.

And they have set up Jinn as

associates of Allah, whereas He|

has created them, and they
impute to Him falsely without
knowledge, sons and daughters.
Hallowed be He and far above
what they ascribe!
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Secrets of Revelation

To counter the false beliefs of the infidels logically Allah Commands that the
life of this universe ought to be pondered over to see which is the mighty
power that grows tree from a seed and crop laden green fields from tiny
grains! Certainly it is Allah Alone while all the rest is His creation. The seeds
and grains grew even before the existence of those whom the infidels take as
their providers. In the animal world the system of reproduction itself invites
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deliberation; how a sperm or an egg can lead to the birth of a living being and
how animals in turn produce sperm or eggs to carry on the procreation. What a
dexterity that He creates from a non-living the living, and then to continue the
process again makes a non-living drop the source of the living. So why take
such creations as partners with Him? It is indeed very foolish. This is the
system on earth. Now take a look at the heaven; Who brings forth the light of
dawn from the darkness of night? Though darkness is the opposite of light, yet
He creates light from the womb of darkness! And the darkness of night,
though people may not like it much, yet it is a great blessing ¢f Allah for them
to recoup from the tiring routine of the day and start afresh. had there been no
night, the entire mankind could not possibly have agreed upon a particular
time to rest. Would resting in broad daylight have given the same amount of
comfort that a night gives? It is just impossible.

Solar and Lunar Calculations

It is indeed Allah’s Favour that He regulated the orbits of the solar and lunar
movements. Besides other countless benefits, the calculation of time itself 1s a
great blessing. These large luminous heavenly bodies move with such
precision and punctuality that it i1s possible to calculate not only days and
nights, but also hours, minutes and seconds. In these Ayit the sun and the
moon have been mentioned as the instruments for the calculation of time, thus
it is not wrong to calculate the dates, months or years by the solar calendar
either. However, worships have been orientated with the lunar calendar. One
of the rationale is that it is easy for every individual to keep an account by
observing the moon cycle. Since the obligatory worships such as fasting
during the month of Ramadhan and Hajj are dependant on the sighting of the
new moon, the lunar calendar must be followed carefully and its disregard
shall be sinful. However, in daily routine using the solar calculations is not
prohibited, while its discontinuation would not be a sinful act. All these
matters have been determined by the Most Powerful and the Omnipotent, the
One and the Only Allah to Whom no partners can be ascribed, whereas
mankind is as powerless today as it was on the very first day of its creation.
Can all the people join together to hasten or delay the movement of the sun or
the moon? Not at all. Allah the Almighty has prefixed the orbit and the time of
rising and setting of each and every star so that the travellers on land or on the
sea can find their way in darkness by looking at them. These are such clear
Signs that anyone with the slightest common sense and knowiedge will have
no option but to acknowledge Allah’s Greatness.
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People must look at themselves how the Almighty created them from a single
soul, Prophet Adam™®, and then laid down the system of procreation. The
stages of procreation, whether the loins of father or the womb of mother, life
or death, are all temporary stations while the Hereafter is their final
destination. Some are on their way; some have gone past, while others have to
follow. With the slightest ability to contemplate, one can see very clear Signs
of His Omnipotence.

Now observe the rain! See how He lifts water to such heights, the clouds drift
with the winds, and when the water pours down, even the land seems to be
unable to host so much down pour. From high altitudes, the water is delivered
to the depths of the soil giving life to all forms of plantations. Once a part of
sea, it is formed into clouds and drizzling down in the form of drops through
the space, runs as the lifeline for the plants and trees. It is present in the
greenery as well as in the fodder. The grains yield is like the lovely stringed
beads, the dates form beautiful clusters and a variety of colourful fruits such as
grapes, pomegranates and olives abound. It was intrinsically the same water
but see how it reached everywhere and underwent so many amazing
transformations, Who is behind the scenes doing all this? Only Allah, the
Almighty! Does He require the assistance of anyone to fulfill the needs of His
people? They take Jinn for His partners, who themselves are a humble
creation. Sometimes out of ignorance, people perceive Allah by human
standards and ascribe Him sons and daughters, whereas He is above all, pure
and matchless. No one is like Him and He is far above the ignorant
fabrications.

Section 13

101.  Originator of the heavens and

102.

the earth! How should He have
a son when there is for Him no
spouse? He has everything and
He is the Knower of everything.

Such is Allah, your Rabb!
There 1s no God but He, the
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Creator of everything: so :
worship Him. And He is of “_L_.s_,:q,; R
everything a Guardian.
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103.

104.

106.

107.

108.

109.

Sights comprehend Him not, He
comprehends all sights: and He
is the Subtle, the Aware.

Surely there has come to you

enlightenment from your Rabb. |

Whoever then will see will do so
for his own soul, and whoever
blinds himself, will do so to his
own hurt. And say you: | am not
OVEr you an overseer.

And thus We variously
propound the revelation, and
this is in order that they may
say: you have studied; and that
We may expound it to a people
who know.

Follow you what has been
revealed to you by your Rabb;
no god is there but He, and turn
you away from the polytheists.

Had Allah willed, they would
not have joined others with
Him; and We have not made
thee a watcher over them, nor
are you an overseer unto them.

Revile not those whom they
invoke besides Allah, lest they
may revile Allah spitefully
without knowledge. Thus fair-
seeming to every community
We have made their work; then
to their Rabb is their return, and
then He will declare to them
what they were used to work.

And they swore by God with
you their solemn oaths, if there
came to them a Sign they would
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah created the heavens and the earth, from the scratch. It is not that there
existed any models, which He copied, or there were ingredients available,
which He simply put together. Rather there was nothing: He created
everything from nothing, Besides His Magnificent Being, everything else is
His creation and He Alone is the Creator! A son born of a father certainly is of
his kind and bears his father’s traits. A human child, no matter of what
characteristics, will atleast be human. So if there is a possibility of Him
having a son then He is no more unique in His Being and His Attributes. He
must also be having a wife; and if this is true then the creation can claim some
similarity and equality with the Creator. This is impossible. He is the only One
and Unique. He neither has a wife nor a son, but He is the Manufacturer, the
Creator and the Provider of everything. No one except His Exalted Being is
worthy of worship. It is not proper for a creation to worship another
Therefore, worship the only Creator Who takes care of everyone! If people
divert to the worship of anyone besides Him, it will be of no avail, as whoever
they will turn to, will be but a creation and thus dependant.

Beholding Allah

The vision of the entire creation put together cannot encompass Allah,
whereas He simultaneously monitors the subtle gazes of people, and
encompasses everyone. This is because He is very meticulous in His
Observations, and Knows everything. Not even a single particle in this
universe escapes His Attention and there is no one else who can have such a
vast knowledge. The vision of the creation is but a sensory faculty which can
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only observe the visible. But Allah is beyond all imaginations and logic, being
unfathomable. A very important point arises here: Is it possible to see Him in
this temporal existence? The simplest answer by the righteous scholars is, a
straight no. This is supported by the turning down of Prophet Miisa’s™® direct

request: “you cannot see Me.” How can anyone else claim the honour of
beholding Him?

What the Holy Prophet™*" observed in the Night of Ascension pertained to the
celestial world. According to scholars, this earth is engulfed by the heavens
while the Hereafter lies beyond, where the believers shall behold Him both on
the Day of Judgment as well as in Paradise. Many Ahadith support this point;
in fact the highest reward of the Paradise will be the beholding of Allah.
Another weighty corroboration is Hadith Ihsan, wherein the Holy Prophet®*"
asserts: “Worship Allah as if you are beholding Him and if you cannot see
- Him, be absolutely sure that He is seeing you.” Two levels are indicated here.
The first denotes the real essence of worship whereby a worshipper can see
Allah! Now if it is merely to be imagined, it must be remembered that
something which is nof possible is at the same time also unimaginable. Then
why is the Holy Prophet®™" recommending something illusionary! A very
simple explanation is that with this physical eye it is not possible to behold
Allah in this world, but if the Qalb has the vision, it is possible to behold
Him, only if He Himself desires to reveal a glimpse of His Splendour. It is
also possible to visualize His Splendour but not for everyone; it is a level only
for Allah’s chosen personalities. For others, the highest level is the attainment
of a firm belief that Allah is always seeing them.

Prophet Miisa’s™ subtle heart was enlightened enough to see the angels and
the Divine Splendour, but he desired to behold Him with the physical eye,
which has not been given the power to do so in this life, but shall enjoy it in
the Hereafter. According to Tafsir-e-Mazhari and a few other Commentaries of
the Quran, if Allah could be seen by the physical eve in this temporal life then
He would be seen not only by the human eye, but by the entire living beings
capable of seeing. In that case everyone would become extinct since it would
be beyond the threshold of their endurance! That explains the reason of
turning down Prophet Miisa’s™ request: “you cannot see Me.” Otherwise
given the spiritual insight or a heart capable of seeing, it is possible to peek
into the Hereafter or to have a dialogue with the angels, and the Divine Lights
too can be seen. However, if someone is extremely blessed, it is possible to
behold His Splendour. Allah knows the best! In the hereafter, the dwellers of
the Paradise shall see Allah. But even there, no vision will be able to fully
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encompass His Splendour, as the creation despite possessing immense powers
is after all creation, while He is way above the grasp and comprehension of
any creation. And He is well Aware of everything because of His perpetual
Knowledge.

The Finality of Prophethood

O’ People! Numerous clear and luminous evidences of the Greatness of Allah
have been revealed and received by mankind. Then the raising of the Holy
Prophet®*", his extraordinary qualities, his miracles, and the Divine
Revelation are with you. Now nothing more shall be revealed, nor will there
be a new Message to which the mankind shall be invited. This is an exclusive
proof of the finality of Prophethood that Allah has revealed whatever was
required to be revealed. The Holy Prophet™ must tell them now that it is
entirely up to them to decide their course of action. Whoever contemplates
over these Revelations and obeys Allah does himself a great favour and
discovers the true goal of his life. On the other hand, he who closes his eyes to
the truth deliberately indeed harms his own self. The Holy Prophet™™ must let
them know that he is neither a policeman nor a guardian over them who have
to drag them to the Divine Court. His only duty is to convey the Message of
Allah to the mankind, and to uplift those who accept the call and seek
guidance.

Nearness to the Holy Prophet™>"

It is indeed a Divine blessing, that He has provided such radiant evidences.
Inspite of the Holy Prophet®**¥ being unlettered, He has blessed him with a
matchless piece of literature. Its text, its meanings and style are so thoroughly
illustrious that even the greatest of philosophers, scholars and intellectuals fail
to present anything similar and stand flabbergasted. Yet see their crookedness
that they accuse him of having learnt these Scriptures from somewhere!
Although his admirable life is like an open book before them, yet this is how
the perverted people always argue. Besides, Allah does not aim at making
everyone believe, but to guide those who seek the truth and knowledge. [f
people were to be forced to believe, who could dare indulge in polytheism? A
human being who is dependant upon Allah for every single breath could not
possibly have thought of His disobedience! It is His Design to put man under
a trial by giving him the choice to opt for obedience or rebellion. It IS,
therefore, none of the Holy Prophet’s®*" responsibility to pratect people by
ensuring that no one ever goes wrong! He must ignore those who indulge in
polytheism or waywardness by choice and turn his countenance away. One

312




point stands out here that only those fortunates people will be able to develop
a relationship with the Holy Prophet™" who seek Allah with sincerity.
Otherwise mere rituals, which are often baseless and are usually closer to
polytheism drive those who practise them farther away from the Holy Prophet
AW _May Allah protect us!

Reviling is Forbidden

In these Ayat a golden principle has been laid down, that the deities
worshipped by the polytheists should not be reviled at. Sab (revile) 1s for
spoken words, which the listener would dislike if associated with Ifim and feel
insulted in the presence of others. This is a sort of verbal abuse. Such words
are forbidden because when they are used against the deities of infidels, the
latter will retaliate and may blaspheme out of ignorance towards the Greatness
of Allah. It is part of human temperament that every individual deems his own
conduct and philosophy to be correct and prefers it over the rest. As long as
the urge to seek Allah does not arouse, one does not refrain from self
admiration. Therefore, the Message must be conveyed with logical reasoning
and with one’s own conduct as an example. It must be conveyed in a decent
manner and not with sarcasm and arrogance. Here is a great lesson for those
who deliver sermons, and often unscrupulously declare even the Muslims as
non believers! However, those who do not accept will also return to Allah’s
Court one day whence He shall inform them how their conduct was and the
path they had opted for.

These simpletons swear that if only they could see some Signs, they would
certainly become believers, meaning thereby that what all has been revealed
hitherto unto so many Prophets™ with miracles and finally the advent of the
Holy Prophet®* himself, is totally out of their sight. So let them know that
Allah is all Powerful, He may manifest more but this will not happen! Not
because He is no longer capable of doing so but because He does not care for
those not convinced by the raising of the Holy Prophet®*" and the clear Signs
he brings. So if the Muslims are still hopeful that these infidels will embrace
Islam, they ought to know that even if the greatest of miracle is manifested
they will not budge an miracles inch. This is because the hearts which fail to
nurture love for the Holy Prophet™**, the eyes which remain unaffected by his
elegance, are deprived forever and totally ignored by Allah. This is such a

grave 3in, that whoever turns away from the Holy Prophet™*" is never granted

the capacity to see the door leading to Allah’s Path! In fact such people are
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left to wander away in the darkness of misguidance forever, as punishment for
this crime:

111

2.

113.

114,

Whoever is expelled from your Court

Is condemned and never offered support!

Section 14

And even though We had sent
down angels to them, and the
dead had spoken to them, and
We had gathered together about
them everything face to face,
they were not such as could
believe, unless Allah willed; but
most of them speak ignorantly.

In this way We have appointed
to every Prophet an enemy -
devils among men and Jinn —
inspiring to each other gilded
speech as a delusion. And had
your Rabb willed, they could
not have dong so. So leave them
alone to their fabrication.

And this is in order that the
hearts of those who do not
believe in the Hereafter may
incline to it, and that they may
remain pleased with it, and that
they may do what they are
doing.

Say you: shall I then seek as
judge other than Allah, when it
is He Who has sent down
toward you the Book detailed?
And those whom We have
vouchsafed the Book know that
it has been sent down by your
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115.

1 16.

11 7.

118.

119.

120.

121.

Rabb in truth; so be not you of
the doubters.

Perfected is the Word of your
Rabb in veracity and justice,
and none can change His Words
and He is the Hearer, the
Knower.

If you obey most of them on
earth, they would lead you away
from the way of Allah, they
follow only their fancy and they
but conjecture.

Surely your Rabb! He Knows
best who strays and He Knows
best the guided ones.

Eat of that flesh over which the
name of Allah has been
pronounced, if you are believers
in His Revelations.

And why should you not eat that
flesh over which the Name of
Allah has been pronounced,
while He has surely detailed for
you what He has forbidden you,
unless you are driven thereto?
Surely many lead others astray
by their desires  without
knowledge. Surely your Rabb!
He Knows best the
transgressors.

Leave the outside sin and its
inside. Surely those who earn
sin shall be requited for what
they have earned.

And do not eat of that over
which the Name of Allah has
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not been pronounced; that is s S e
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sinful. Surely the devils are ever -”"-"’1‘*- o, JM

inspiring their friends to wrangle ‘uf '} - W.:}J(S'_,J.A.;SJ
with you. If you obey them then
yvou will become associators
indeed.
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Secrets of Revelation

Faith is subject to that cordial relationship which a person develops with
Allah. Though ifs roots are embedded in human nature, yet it is nurtured by
the lights of Prophethood. The passion to seek Allah’s Pleasure and Nearness
is aroused within the heart. The human character constantly influences his
conscience, so much so that certain offences bury this passion in deep layers
of darkness. Such were the unfortunate people who during the noble period of
the Holy Prophet™*" could not benefit a bit. from his lights. A few fortunate
ones though could not embrace Islam quickly for some reasons. yet were
gentle enough in their conduct to retain the capacity to accept righteousness.
As soon as they receive a spark in their hearts they are blessed with
enlightenment and guidance after which they see the Signs of Allah’s
Greatness in each and every particle with open eyes. In the absence of this
gmdance all the evidences serve no purpose except a conclusive argument.
This Ayah alludes that the people who fail to receive guidance from the
teachings of the Holy Prophet™" and his very presence, are those whose
hearts are no longer alive. As a result they have lost the capacity to develop
any relationship with Allah. Even if the angels are sent unto such people to
converse with them, or the dead are quickened to tell them the experiences in
Barzakh, or the unseen of the Hereafter i.e. Paradise and Hell are brought
before them, they will not believe. Allah does not force guidance on anyone
unless there is a yearning deep in the heart, which they have buried under the
heaps of sin, thus no evidence, no matter how great, can be of any avail to
them. They are so utterly ignorant that they fail to understand the basic truth.

Manifestation of Wonderful Events by Heretics

Generally the Satans, whether from amongst the Jinn or humans. harbour
enmity towards the Prophets™, the basic reasor being their Satanic
wickedness. Even when they talk among themselves they try to cheat and
deceive one another. Although Satan was only one vet ‘hose wlio ~beved him
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whether from amongst the Jinn or humans, are also termed as Satan as they
too develop the same Satanic qualities and shall share the punishment with
him. Moreover, it 1s established here that Satans communicate with one
another. It is thus easy to understand how people who violate Shari‘ah,
demonstrate supernatural acts. Obviously the Satan will help them as much as
possible. This 1s the secret behind magic, sorcery and incantations. For
example, 1f a person is touched by Satan and is aftlicted in some way, he shall
be guided to a person for treatment who himself is an agent of the Satan. This
agent either recites some ungodly words and blows on the patiens, or counsels
him to perform an act of innovation or a paganist ritual. The Satan will then
“withdraw from the victim and thus the reputation of the witch doctor will be
established as a person capable of doing wonders. However, if anyone seeks a
genuine healing through blowing, it is proved from Sunnah but it must be
within the limits of Shari‘ah, otherwise one should not indulge in absurdities.

If Allah wanted to ban the activities of these Satans He is all Powerful, but
this is a trial for them. Therefore, O’ Prophet™"! Do not worry for this
misguided folk nor attach any importance to their actions. People whose hearts
are void of faith in the Hereafter will appreciate and listen to their lies and
fabrications. Their inner feelings dictate such conduct, so leave them alone.
The path which they have opted for will one day lead them to their doom.

Quran a Living Miracle

Allah tells the Holy Prophet™*" to let them know, that their refusal to accept
his Prophethood means nothing, as Allah’s Book, which explains each and
every matter in detail, has corroborated his stand. A person, who is unlettered,
has never availed the company of poets or men of letters, suddenly produces a
work of literature of unprecedented beauty which not only discusses matters
pertaining to this worldly life, but also the events before and after it, and has
an answer to every human problem. All the top class writers of the world find
themselves dumb founded against its eloquence. Isn’t this a very great miracle
and a conclusive verdict in favour of his Prophethood? And know that the
People of the Book supporting the polytheists fully understand that whatever
has been revealed unto the Holy Prophet®*" is from Allah, because they too
have Divine Scriptures and are well aware of their magnificence and style.
And in their Books, the news of his advent with the Divine Book is clearly
given, including a complete picture >f his personality Therefare, there is no
room for any doubt on any aspect of the Prophethaod and the validity of
Allah’s Book. Both are established facts, clear as broad davlight. The
distinguishing features of the Quran testify its authenticity and its grandeur.
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Firstly, it is a Divine Scripture perfect and complete. For a relationship with
the Creator, which path is to be adopted in life, what are its ups and downs and
how can these be best negotiated, is such a big question that no human being
can possibly answer. Whereas intellectuals of very high calibre and the
research scholars have dwelt at length on anyone aspect of human life and
written many books, yet the question remains unanswered because the
conclusions drawn are merely human conjectures, which prove wrong with the
passage of time and the succeeding philosophers and thinkers change them. It
is the peculiarity of Allah’s Book that it highlights not one aspect but the
entire human life, its needs and the most desirable way of fulfilling them as
approved by Allah. In it is the key to success of human life and its injunctions
require no amendment or change.

Secondly, it also reviews the history of the world, including the conduct of
various nations and people, and the end results thereof. The future outcome of
various beliefs and actions has also been revealed so comprehensively and
accurately as to obviate the need for any more Divine Revelation, or the
raising of a Prophet™. There will never be any alteration in the Quran as all
that it contains is nothing but the truth, whether relating to the past or to the
future. The third factor is justice, which again has two aspects. The first is
fairness, that is, no deserving person be deprived of his right nor should any
criminal get away with his crime. Second is the balance: that Divine
Injunctions and the Code of Life should not be so harsh which the human
temperament fails to tolerate, or finds great difficulty to abide by, nor should
man lead a life completely ruled by his fancies.

In other words, Quran is full of wisdom, a treasure of truths and a practicable
Code of Life for the entire mankind, present and future and through all Ages
and times. This could have only been revealed by Allah, as it is beyond the
reach of any creation. All this provides unmistakeable evidence to the
genuineness of the Holy Prophet™". As for the baseless objections of the non

believers and their lame excuses, Allah hears all and is indeed well Aware of
their actions.

These non believers as well as all those who reject Allah’s Revelations
throughout the world would deviate anyone. who accepts their views, away
from Allah’s Path. This is because what they have are baseless assumptions
and superstitions. And the rituals to which they ¢ttach religious sanctity are
their own fabrications because of which they themselves are misguided. So O
Reader! Do not ever pay any heed to such a misguided majority as Allah will
decide their fate, being well Aware of their practical lives, their beliefs, as well
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as their thoughts. They cannot escape His Punishment. Similarly He is also
well Aware of those who follow the path dete: nined by Him and shall bless
them with Mercy.

Effects of Unlawful Food

Allah has Commanded to slaughter the permissible animals in His Name.
Failing this or if the animal dies a natural death it is no longer permissible. But
the non believers are so unfortunate that they thrive at a false notion. They say
that the Muslims eat what they kill themselves, and reject what Allah has
killed. Thus the non believers eat the forbidden or render it filthy by either
offering it to or taking the name of idols at the time of slaughtering. But the
Holy Prophet™" has faith in Allah’s Book which spells out in no uncertain
terms, the permissible and the forbidden. It also explains that in a state of fear
of starvation to death, only that much intake of forbidden is permissible,
which may save life. Otherwise one must not even go near the forbidden under
any circumstances. This is Allah’s Decree and its violation may satiate a
stomach but will invoke Allah’s Displeasure. Ignorant of this fact, the non
believers, are going astray by practising their fabricated theories. However,
their disobedience cannot affect the good deeds of those who obey Allah,
Who is well Aware of the righteous. The quintessence of life is that Allah’s
disobedience be renounced both outwardly or inwardly. Eating what is
forbidden is a sin apparent, whereas considering something forbidden as
lawful or vice versa is a sin hidden. Islam is a path of salvation, which forbids
disobedience both overt and covert. The offender cannot escape the
punishment he has earned and will soon face the requital.

Effects of Eating the Forbidden

A believer must never eat from a forbidden animal; not only because it will
lead to ill health, which it surely will, but also to escape another more serious
loss in the form of darkness of the heart. A gloomy heart easily accepts
whispers of the Satan; a good example are the people who unduly dispute with
the believers or the Holy Prophet>*" and bring in their own desires and rituals
against the Quran. They are actually inspired by the Satan, whose whispers in
their hearts they readily accept, because of the effects of unlawful food. So if
the believers begin to listen to them they will end up in polytheism. Whatever
these non believers say is nothing but polytheism, whizh indeed is obedience
to others than Allah and ultimately leads to destruct:on.
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122.

123,

124,

125.

126.

Section 15

Is he who was dead and We
quickened him, and appointed
for him a light with which he
walks among mankind, like him
who is in darkness from which
he cannot emerge? Even so is
made fair-seeing to the infidels
what they are used to do.

And even so We set up in every
town great ones as sinners that
they may plot therein; and they
plot not save against themselves
and they do not perceive.

And when there comes to them a
Sign, they say: we shall not
believe until we are vouchsafed
the like of what is vouchsafed to
the Messengers of Allah. Allah
knows best where to place His
Messengership. Surely vileness
before Allah and severe
chastisement shall befall those

who have sinned for what they

were wont to plot.

So whom Allah wills that He|

shall guide, He expands his
breast for Islam; and whom He
wills that He shall send astray,
He makes his breast strait,
narrow, as if he was mounting
up to the heaven. Thus Allah
lays the abomination on those
who believe not.

And this is the Path of your
Rabb, straight. Certainly We
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have explained the Revelation to T gy
a people who would be @ﬁ;-":‘;)‘:‘f
admonished.

127.  Theirs is an abode of peace with
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been doing. 2D

128.  On the day when He will gather AT )
them all together: O company of Qs\:'l el fnﬁﬂﬁ%rfj
Jinn! You have made much of A W e euse | Adess S
mankind. And their friends P“'—’L:!,JU!" ujglufa'-‘-ﬁg'—" ot
among mankind will say: our Gl aE An o=
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Rabb! Much use some of us o

made of others, and now we
have reached the appointed term
which You appointed for us. He
will say: the Fire shall be your
abode where you shall be as
abiders, save as Allah may will.
Surely your Rabb is Wise,
Knowing.

129, And thus We shall keep some of
the wrong-doers close to others
for what they were used to earn.

|
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Secrets of Revelation

A believer amongst the non-believers and the polytheists is like a living
amongst the dead. Whatever the Quran says is not a poetic brag but indeed the
truth. It should not be rated as a mere mock up. Life is the ability given to each
and every creation to achieve its purpose. True to the purpose, the creation is
busy carrying out its duties, whether a heavenly or an earthly body. From the
sun, moon and stars down to the air, clouds, water, soil, plants and animals etc.
anything that loses its ability to perform its task will be considered dead. For
example, if the sun fails to shine, or the trees bear no fruit or if the land
becomes walterlogged, or if the fire fails to produce heat, cr an animal is
rendered unfit to perform its task, it will be considered useless and dead.



Similarly human being is the creation entrusted with a great responsibility. He
has to conduct himself keeping in mind the beginning and the end of this
worldly life, and the end result of all his activities so as to ensure eternal bliss.
He must take as guides such people who can lead him to the right path. That is
why it is obligatory to believe in the Prophethood. Without the Prophets™ no
one could have an access to the intricacies of this vast field. The great task
entrusted to mankind has given it superiority over the rest of the creations.
Otherwise the so called intellectuals who define man as a rational animal have
actually lined him up in the row of donkeys and beasts.

If the sole aim of man’s creation was to build a house, eat, drink, procreate and
die, then there are many other animals which excel him in these qualities. The
animals are clad in a natural covering and are more healthy and strong; they
eat and select their food; they, too, make abodes and rear young ones; whereas
man has to depend upon all sorts of machines. The animals live a simple and
carefree life, and are well aware of friend and foe. Moreover, their bones. skin,
fur, meat etc. are useful to others. Even in the plant kingdom not only the
flowers or the fruits but also the wood and the bark are beneficial. The
benefits of all these are confined to this life whereas the build up of a human
being has the ability to attain the nearness of Allah. The life of the entire
creatures ends with this world except for the human being who is to live
eternally. If not striving for eternal bliss, the basis of which is faith, then his
Riih is a corpse in the grave of his physical body being dragged around. Faith
is light in the sense that it lights up the road of life, enabling a person to see
the ups and downs of this long winding journey, rather than falling into
ditches. A non believer deprived of this light often falls into the dark dungeons
of misguidance and is eventually destroyed. Faith is also called light in
another sense. Because of it, light from the gleaming Qalb of the Holy
Prophet>*" establishes a link with the Qalb of a believer. The more he obeys
the Holy Prophet™", the stronger this light gets whereby those coming in
contact with him also receive guidance. In short, such a believer actively
participates in practical life and constantly endeavours to enrich the path of
life. He does not merely confine himself to a corner nor does he renounce the
world. Viewed spiritually, it will bring home the fact that the Qalb of every
believer is connected to the most dynamic Qalb of the Haly Prophet™*", The
strength of light one receives, however, depends upon the level of obedience
to him.
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Light of Faith and Tasawwuf

The hearts of those who enjoyed the company of the Holy Prophet™" as

believers became beaconlights, and they were honoured by the title of
Companions™V. This, after Prophethood, is the highest status for mankind.
Because of this exalted status they were blessed with total obedience. The
Prophetic lights were acquired by the Tab‘ain in the company of the
Companions™*", who in turn passed these on to Tab‘a Tab‘ain, and from them
to the accomplished saints. This system of transmission and acquisition is
Tasawwuf, the quintessence of all endeavours. And this is the greatest benefit
which mankind receives from a believer, that the hearts of those coming in
contact with him are also enlightened.

On the contrary, those deprived of this light, that is, the non believers, grope in
the darkness. They cannot find a way out and obviously can never be equal to
those who believe. In fact the gloom of their disbelief has changed their
temperaments. To make matters worse, they harbour the false notion that to
cover their hearts with layers of darkness is indeed a great achievement. This
perversion has been created in their temperaments by Allah because of their
sins. Hence they are plunging deeper into this ocean of darkness and
ignorance. Generally the affluent class suffers more conspicuously from this
disease because they have more resources. So when they went deep down in
their sins, Allah instilled trickery in their hearts. This is not only the case with
the present community of disbelievers but also with the nations gone by. So
when they started promoting their evils, the poor and the weaker classes also
copied them in evil and infidelity. Therefore, neither their numerical strength
be considered nor the opinion of the influential class be paid any heed. Rather,
the standard should be truth alone, and whoever is on the right path must be
supported. The non believers apparently try their best to defeat the truth. But
all their schemes go against their own interest, and will lead them to eternal
failure and defeat. Look at the state of these people who have received Allah’s
Message, and His Messenger™*" has given them the glad tidings of a blissful
life. But they say that they will only believe when they receive Allah’s
Message directly, as does the Holy Prophet™*¥, They argue that when they too
are human beings, why should they hear the Message through an
intermediary”?

The Institution of Prophethood

These unwitted and ignorant folk are unaware of the greatness of the
Prophethood and the Messengership. It is their silly notion that since they are
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wealthy leaders who enjoy power or have a strong heritage, they too deserve
Divine Revelations. Whereas only the Prophets™ are entitled to conversing
with Allah, a special favour bestowed only upon His chosen sculs. No one on
the basis of lineage, power. knowledge, skill and hardwork can become a
Prophet™. Only Allah knows how He selects His Messengers™ and confers
upon them this honour. No doubt that the Prophets™ are human beings, but
they are the model of humanity. They, by virtue of their creation, nossess
special qualities. They are innocent, without any element of error. A person
not created innocent, may not err all his life but the possibility of going wrong
is always there. Hence he cannot be the bearer of Divine Revelation. Only
those chosen by Allah can attain this blessing. So those claimants of humanity
must compare their childhood, adolescence and youth with that of -the Holy
Prophet™*" and see the marked difference. Those, who keeping in mind their
own human short comings, altogether deny the Prophets™ as being human
suffer from the same misconception. It is true that if we, with so many flaws,
qualify as human, then the Holy Prophet®" should be considered much
superior to us. But the fact is that he is the most perfect human being, and
whatever adherence to him we inculcate in ourselves is humanity, while the
beliefs or the conduct deprived of his lights is nothing but animalism. The
demand of directly conversing with Allah is not only denial but also grave
arrogance for which they will be tormented and humiliated, reducing their
pride to dust. This will happen in the Hereafter for sure, while such arrogants
have been disgraced throughout history. Amongst these were some
incidentally with the crowd merely following what others did. They were
eventvally given the chance to repent and join ranks with the servants of the
Holy Prophet®*, But those who opposed him under all circumstances died in
disgrace.

Opening of Heart (for Guidance)

When Allah decides to guide someone, He opens up his heart to Islam. This
implies that whoever seeks guidance from Allah is provided such means by
Him that enlighten his heart, giving it the capacity to accept His Word. Take
for instance, the Companions™", who were blessed with the charming
company of the Holy Prophet®" and as a result their hearts accepted the
Divine Injunctions without an iota of doubt or objection to anything. Their
questions were only to seek clarifications and further krowledge But never
did they raise any objection because their hearts were open to accept the truth
at once and reject falsehood. This is why Allah declared them as the model of
righteousness. This blessing is dissipated in the company of the custodians of
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the legacy of the Holy Prophet™". And the effort to acquire this blessing
made under the guidance of an accomplished Shaikh is termed as Tasawwuf.
The standard of evaluation is that the heart longs for virtue and develops fear
of Allah. Given this, a Shaikh is indeed an elixir, because Kashf or the
manifestation of supernatural events is not the aim. Moreover, the best way of
clearing doubts is also through Tasawwuf, as it is not possible to acquire a
strong belief with logic and reasoning alone. On the contrary, if Allah is
annoyed because of the wayward conduct of a person, He straitens his heart
toward Islam. As a result accepting Islam becomes the most difficult task on
earth and the Divine Obedience the most tedious. And the impurity of the
heart and darkness grows in density because of opposing the Aulia. The
straight and the most favoured Divine Path is the noble company of the Aulia’
which leads to virtue.-Such a guidance can come from the righteous only. A
person who himself is not on the straight path and practises wrong beliefs,
cannot benefit anyone. Therefore, it is imperative to be in the company of the
righteous to attain knowledge and truth, but to seek such company for some
worldly benefit is unfair. Everything has been clearly spelled out for the seeker
of guidance; but he who only wishes to indulge in futile arguments shall gain
nothing.

Kashf is also a Great Reward

For the righteous are the abodes of peace with Allah i.e. Paradise in the
Hereafter and support in this world, because they are the seekers of His
Countenance, have accepted Islam and joined the company of the Aulia’. They
never worry over worldly problems because, according to Mu‘arif-al-Quran,
Allah displays the blessings of the Hereafter before them in this life, which
makes its problems appear trivial. It is amazing how hard people work for the
attainment of worldly gains that a month’s hardwork is endured in the hope of
salary. And to gain mundane power and status no stone is left unturned.
Similarly if Allah reveals unto someone the blessings and rewards of the
Hereafter, the worldly troubles carry no significance. This is possible only by
the light of faith and the beneficence of the Holy Prophet®*. The second
reward the righteous win is the realization of Allah’s Omnipresence; His
Approva! and Support in all the affairs of life As a result when they face any
trouble or failure, the feeling of Allah’s Pleasure keeps them at ease and the
apparent distress turns into comfort for them.
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Link with Satan

As for the other group i.e. the non believers they are not alone; the darkness of
their hearts has facilitated a link with the Satan. They not only seek his
guidance but also expect the fulfilment of their desires through him. This will
be brought home on the Day of Judgment, when Allah shall summon
everyone together. He will ask the Jinn (the followers of Satan) that they
indeed had brought many human beings under their control. Their friends
amongst the mankind will admit that undoubtedly they had mutually benefited
from one another. The benefit that the Satanic Jinns enjoyed was that they
misguided many people and made them follow their path. While the people
who turned Satans under their influence, learnt ways to fulfil their desires.
They acquired various tricks from Satan and impressed other people. In the
process they plundered their wealth and honour. This is the secret behind the
manifestation of supernatural acts at the hands of the wicked. Therefore, both
the groups, deprived of the blessings of the Hereafter and surrounded by sin
and the darkness of their disbelief shall meet their destined end. It will then be
announced, that the abode for both of these groups is Hell where they shall
dwell forever. No one save Allah can rescue them and He has already decided
that He shall never let any non believer out from there. His decisions are
always accurate as He is the Wisest and the Most Prudent.

Company in Hereafter

We keep the wrongdoers with their own kind because of their identical deeds.
The Commentators have given many explanations. Firstly, on the Day of
Judgment, the reckoning shall not be based upon lineage, colour, nationality or
language but on the basis of beliefs and practices. The non believers will be
with the non believers, while the believer shall be with the believers no matter
how different they had been in their worldly lives in terms of colour and caste
or how separated they were in time and space. This is why for certain sins, the
Hadith warns of requital along with the Pharaoh and Haman on the Day of
Judgment. The non believers will be classified in accordance with their deeds,
though generally they will all be the same being disciples of Satan, whose
association played havoc with them. Similarly the believers will be with the
believers of their kind; some with those who excelled in worship, others with
those who fought for Allah, yet some with those who toiled in the field of
knowledge, while some with those who spent in Allah’s Cause. [n short, the
mundane classification on the basis of party, colour and caste is neither
dependable nor will it be of any significance there.
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The second explanation is our daily observation that persons associate
themselves with those of their own taste. If the heart desires virtue Allah
ushers the seeker into the company of the righteous where the capacity to do
good increases and the heart opens up to guidance and enlightenment. But if
the heart is rusted with sin, the person gets involved in bad company which
misleads him even further. According to Hadith, if Allah is pleased with a
ruler, He provides him noble deputies and ministers. The Government is run
with justice and as a result prosperity prevails. And if He is annoyed, He
assigns the ruler evil governors who do not let him do any good even if he
wants to.

Identical is the case of wrongdoing nations that in punishment an evil ruler is
imposed on them. The third version is that evil begets evil and a wrongdoer of
a higher degree is imposed as a ruler on the malefactors and so on, until the
Divine Punishment grips all. The temporal life reflects the fate in the
Hereafter, with only one difference; here the option to repent is open. If
someone wishes to turn back from evil the door of penitence is not closed unto
him, whereas the Hereafter is a place of no return.

Section 16
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133.

134.

136.

137.

and yvour Rabb is not unaware
of what they do.

And your Rabb is Self-
Sufficient, the Owner of Mercy.
Jf He Wills, he can take .you
away, and make those succeed
you, after you, whom He
pleases, even as He raised you
from the seed of another people.

Certainly what you are promised
is sure to arrive, and you cannot
escape.

Say you: O my people! Go on
acting in your way; indeed I am
going to act in my way;
presently you shall know for
which of us will be the happy
abode in the end, and surely the
wrongdoers shall not fare well.

And they set aside’ for Allah a
portion of the tilth and cattle He
has produced, and they say
according to their fancy: this is
for Allah and: this 1s for our
associate gods. Then what is for
their associate gods does not
reach Allah, while what is for
Allah reaches their associate
gods; vile is the way they judge!

And even so their associate gods
have made seem fair to many of
the idolaters the killing of their
offspring, so as to cause them to
perish and to confuse them in

their faith. And had Allah so
willed they would not have done
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138.

139.

140.

it. Therefore, you leave them
alone and what they fabricate.

And they say according to their
fancy: such cattle and tilth are
taboo: none shall eat of them
save whom we allow. And there
are camels whose backs are
forbidden, and cattle over which
they do not pronounce the Name
of Allah: a fabrication against
Him. Accordingly He shall
requite them for what they were
accustomed to fabricate.

And they say: what is in the
bellies of such cattle is for our
males alone, and is forbidden to
our wives, and if it be born dead,
then they all are partakers of it.
Surely He shall requite them for
their attribution; He is Wise.
Knowing.

Assuredly lost are they who slay
their offspring foolishly and
without knowledge; and have
forbidden what Allah had
provided for them, a fabrication
against Allah, surely they have
strayed and have not become the
guided ones.
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Secrets of Revelation

On the Day of Judgment, the non-believers both from the Jinn and mankind
will be directly questioned if Allah’s Messengers™ had not arrived to
forewarn them on the accountability of this Day? They will have no option but
to confess, and acknowledge their guilt. However, if the non believers try to
deny they will be confronted with the testimony by the Prophets™ and the
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Muslim Ummah. This is clear insofar as mankind is concerned, but the
scholars argue on the Prophethood amongst the Jinn. They all agree on one
point that after the descent of Prophet Adam™® to earth, no Jinn has ever been
raised as a Prophet™. Rather, all the Prophets™® were from mankind and the
Jinn were also obliged to obey them. But the question is that the Jinn inhabited
this earth thousands of years before the advent of Prophet Adam™®, so there
must have been Prophets™ among them. Some Commentators referring to
Yousaf bin Yasit assert that he was a Jinn and a Prophet. Tafsir-e-Mazhari
reflects over a possibility that the religion practised by the Hindiis could be the
teachings of a Prophet™ from amongst the Jinn, which were later corrupted
into polytheism. This hypothesis is supported by the fact that the idols they
worship have strange shapes; some having numerous hands and heads, yet
others having trunks like those of elephants. May be these were the physical
features of the Jinn. Besides, their religious myths are also ghostly; but all this
IS a conjecture, as there is no evidence to substantiate this theory.

Prophets Amongst the Jinn

The fact is that the capacity of Prophethood was given only to the Children of
Adam™, and Allah took an oath from the Prophets™ in the ‘Alam-e-Amr.
They were all human beings, and Prophet Adam™5’s progeny. Besides, the
influence of this capacity of Prophethood is visible in the entire mankind,
whereby whoever believes in them, his heart becomes the recipient of Divine
Lights. Given the company of an accomplished Shaikh. a person can attain all
the stations of spiritual excellence. This is the secret of the superiority of
human beings over other creation. If the Jinn too, had Prophethood, they
would not have been deprived of the capacity to absorb Divine Lights,
whereas experience shows that the Jinn can simply not bear and are burnt
when exposed to them. However, the Jinn who carried the message of the
Prophets™ to their fellow Jinn have been termed as messengers, i.e.
messengers of the Messengers™. According to Ahadith, before the advent of
Prophet Adam™ the Jinn often created mischief on the earth and Allah would
depute angels to punish the criminal and to nominate a noble one as their ruler,
who ensured peace for some time. These noble amongst the Jinn who were
appointed as the rulers have been termed as messengers, as they conveyed the
Message of the Prophets™®,

With this background, when Allah informed the angels of His intention to
raise His deputy on earth, (Al Baqarah) they speculated mischief and
bloodshed on earth. In this context, take note that Prophet Musa’s™® mother
was blessed with Ilham. But the Quran uses the word revelation: Wa Ohaina
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ila Umme Misa (And We revealed unto Miisa’s mother). In terms of Shari‘ah,
Revelation is peculiar to Prophets™ only while she was, for sure, not a
Prophet. Besides, in the Quran there is no indication of Paradise for the Jinn;
only through obedience can the sinners save themselves from Hell. Had there
been Prophethood amongst the Jinn, there would definitely have been a
promise for Paradise. This is why the scholars assert that the Jinn shall not live
forever. Those punished shall be condemned to Hell, while the rest will be
Commanded to extinction. Allah knows the best! The reason for the
waywardness of both man and the Jinn was that they were beguiled by the
charm of worldly pleasures, and made its attainment their sole aim. The life
given to attain the nearness of Allah was wasted in seeking the pleasures of
this mortal world and now on the Day of Judgment they are left with no option
but to confess that they were disbelievers.

Allah addresses the Holy Prophet®" using the words: “Your Rabb”. Praise
be to Him! This is an honour conferred directly upon the Holy Prophet™*" and
because of him upon every believer in general. It is such a great honour that
only a person with an enlightened heart can value it. Allah does not destroy
anyone inspite of his negligence without giving him ample warning. Every
nation has been given guidance and is forewarned against evil in every Age.
Thereafter those who reject the Message are seized by Divine Wrath and every
one 1s requited according to his or her deeds. People sharing similar levels in
piety or in crime would be grouped together because Allah is well Aware of
the conduct of every individual.

He does not care whether people obey or disobey Him since it does not affect
His Greatness. He 1s the Rabb of Mercy and is in no need to create anyone
nor is Hedependant on His creation’s obedience. It is only out of pure Mercy
that He created and blessed His creation with countless bounties. The human
endeavour on the other hand is only motivated by vested interests. The poor
serve the rich for money and the rich depend on them for labour. When
someone feels that the other can be of no service to him, he becomes totally
indifferent. Human beings are constantly in need of one thing or the other,
whereas Allah Alone 1s above all needs. He has no vested interests; it is
merely His Benevolence that He created man from nothing and blessed him
with physical, mental, spiritual and innumerable other capacities. To crown
these blessings He raised Prophets™ for guidance, with His Revelations and
Scriptures. He promised wonderful reward in the form of His Nearness and
Pleasure. The system of this universe is right in front of the people! While
they consider themselves to be the center of all activity they fail to reflect that
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those who lived before them also thought so. Yet they departed while the
system goes on. Similarly these people shall leave one day and will be
forgotten too, their departure leaving no void. But Allah is all Powerful and if
He wants to, He can exterminate everybody in a second, and bring new people
in their place. So be heedful, O° People! When you cannot alter the system of
this temporal life, how can you influence the eternal results thereof? Certainly
you cannot do it. In fact the Day of Judgment, predestined by Allah, shall
come and no one can dare stop it.

Allah asks His Beloved Prophet™™" to tell the people, that if his obedience is
not acceptable to them, they may continue to act according to their own
desires while he keeps going his way. Soon the result will be out and everyone
shall know it. While eternal result is sure to materialize, in this world too
people will witness how the truth prevails and the darkness of disbelief of the
disbelievers meets a gradual yet agonizing end. This is because Allah never
helps the transgressors and polytheism is the worst form of transgression.

Just see how these people assign portions from their earnings, their wealth and
cattle: a share for Allah and a portion for their idols or individuals whom they
falsely deem as His partners. And if the yield drops, they do not decrease the
share of their deities, but balance it out from the portion intended for Allah.
They never, however, assign the share of their idols to Allah. While ascribing
partners to Allah is a grave transgression by itself, they have gone further
ahead to prefer their idols over Allah. This behaviour is an evidence of their
wickedness.

Killing Progeny is a Heinous Crime

The effect of wickedness was so grave on their hearts that they took pride in
Killing their own children. The worst form of cold bloodedness and brutality in
the world is the murder of innocent children. But when the parents themselves
start Killing their off springs, the intensity of evil is multiplied manifold. Yet
the viciousness of polytheism made them take pride in killing them. Thus their
entire religion was corrupted and reduced to a pack of evil rituals. This is only
physical killing, while those blinded by mundane desires keep their children
ignorant of Din, persuading them to seek only the knowledge of physical
sciences in order to build fortunes. They are the ones guilty of spiritual
murder. Today’s Muslims are gripped by this evil. The slain children of the
polytheists will obviously be spared Hell, whereas those spiritually killed are
at a higher risk of eternal loss. Thus the latter form is a greater injustice. May
Allah guide us all!




Had those people established a relationship with Allah they would never have
indulged in such atrocities. Their virtue would have helped them in reforming
their generations, but since they renounced the straight path of the Prophets™,
the Holy Prophet™*" should also ignore them. This indeed is a stern warning
that whoever ignores Allah’s Din has no importance in the noble court of the
Holy Prophet®*". Now, just look at the rituals which these polytheists take as
their religion! They impose restrictions upon the use of certain grain, a fruit,
and some time an animal for a particular class of people merely on conjecture
without any authority. They allow only men to eat from a certain offering and
forbid the women, or they prohibit riding an animal, dedicated to their idols.
And on some animals they would neither allow to invoke Allah’s Name while
slaughtering, nor dedicate it to Him. All this is indeed fabrication and
blasphemy because Din comprises Divine Injunctions. To coin rituals and call
it Din is malicious misrepresentation. Probably the present day gifts and
offerings to peers (saints) by setting aside animals or the food grains to be
used only by them; or dedicating animals in their names like the horse
dedicated to Hadhrat Imam Hussain™*" by the Shi‘ites which no one else is
allowed to ride, is a reflection of the rituals of the Age of Ignorance. Such
malefactors will certainly be punished.

They also observe another ritual. If they redeem an offspring alive when
slaughtering a pregnant animal, they also slaughter the little one and declare it
permissible for men only and forbidden for the women. If, however, the
offspring comes out dead, it is permissible for everyone. They shall for sure be
punished for all this nonsense as Allah is well Aware of their deeds. The
respite they enjoy is because of Divine Wisdom, as He is the Wisest.

Rituals of the Era of Ignorance

Out of sheer ignorance, the murder of children and the declaration of Allah’s
bounties as forbidden were already no less crimes. But to cap it all, they also
declare these rituals as Din, which indeed is blasphemy and drifting far away
from the path of guidance.

The offerings made to deities in those days comprised the following: (1) They
would keep a portion for Allah from the income of their lands, and some for
their idols and Jinn. If yield fell short, they would deduct from the share of
Allah on the ground that Allah was rich, but they would meticulousiy guard
the shares of all partners ascribed to Him. If by mistake, a portion of Allah’s
share got mixed up into the shares of others, they did not mind but if the
converse happened, they would immediately return the share of their false

333




deities. Similar is the situation we face today! If we have some engagements,
or are taken ill, the first thing adversely affected is our worship. The Salat is
not offered because of sickness but the business is conducted. the food is
enjoyed, time is spent in relaxing and resting. While the only victim of ill
health is the Salat. May Allah forgive us and guide us! (2) They dedicated
animals to the idols by name, such as Baheera, Saiba; believing it to be a
source of Allah’s Pleasure. (3) They would bury their daughters alive. (4)
They would dedicate certain farms and gardens to deities barring women to
share. (5) They would dedicate certain animals to their idols giving no right or
share to their women. (6) They would not ride the animals dedicated to the
idols. (7) It was forbidden to take Allah’s Name on certain animals while
slaughtering or milking or mounting them. (8) They slaughtered the animals
dedicated to their idols, and if one was pregnant and bore a live offspring, that
oo was slaughtered and only offered to men. If it was found dead. it was
permissibie for both men and women. (9) The milk of some cattle was
considered permissible for only men and forbidden for the women. And lastly
the animals, which they had dedicated to their idols had to be held in high
esteem, for they considered it to be an act of worship.

Considering all these rituals of the Era of Ignorance, let us reflect where do we
stand today!

Section 17

141.  And it is He Who has produced
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Eat of the fruits when they ripen
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wasters.

And of the cattle He has created
beasts of burden and small ones.
Eat of what Allah has provided
for you and follow not the
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143.

144.

footsteps of Satan, for he is a
manifest foe to you.

Allah has created eight pairs; of
the sheep a twain, of the goats a
twain. Say you: is it the two
males He has forbidden or the
two females, or what the wombs
of the females contain? Declare
to me with knowledge if you are
truth tellers.

Of the camels He has created a
twain and of the oxen a twain.
Say you: 1s it the two males He
has forbidden or the two
females, or what the wombs of
the females contain? Were you
present when Allah enjoined
this on you? Who then does
greater wrong than he who
fabricates a lie against Allah
that he may lead people astray;
surely Allah does not guide a
wrong doing people.
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Secrets of Revelation

Offerings for others than Allah
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Dedicating offerings to idols and others save Allah would have been justified,
if they too had contributed to the process of creation, or had Allah sought their
assistance in creating things. But this is not so at all. He Alone is the Creator,
and the entire universe is His creation. It is His Omnipotence that He has
created fruit bearing creepers that climb upwards and the higher they go the
better is the quality of the fruit, for instance, the grapes. Some of the creepers
are spread out on the ground. Were these enjoined to climb, there would have
been either no fruit, or its weight would be unbearable for the plant, for
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example the water melom etc. He sprouts the trees from the same soil, which
are altogether different from the creepers and also grows the crops.

The soil, the water and the weather are the same, yet the orchards provide
evidence of His dexterity. Look at the trees laden with olives full of oil and of
pomegranates packed with delicious juice. Though some of the fruits look
alike yet their flavours and effects are different. And some of them, though
they appear dissimilar, yet have similar taste and effect. Then there are
seasonal fruits highly beneficial for the human body; all bear witness to His
Absolute Authority. Can the idols or the Jinn or others worshipped beside
Allah alter any of these laws of nature? Not at all! Then why should offerings
be made :n their names? All orchards yielding fruits are there to serve
mankind and must be enjoyed but beware that He has put people to trial by
making some rich and others poor. If someone owns orchards and fields, he
should not forget the have-nots and must share with them some of his riches in
the Name of Allah. He should not squander away his wealth for pomp and
show as Allah does not like the prodigal. Just as the fruits have different
properties, so is the nature of beneficence showered on every seeker. People
cannot be the same but it is imperative that everyone must thank Allah for His
Rewards and abstain from arrogance and pride. The best way to thank Allah
for His blessings is by sharing them with others.

This Ayah also establishes the law of Zakat on land yields. The Islamic

System of Zakat is so equitable that it protects the rights of the worker, though

the yield depends on the Divine Will. So if someone hits a treasure or a gold/
silver mine, he shall pay one fifth of his fortune in Zakat. However, the Zakat

on orchard or land yield is one tenth in case of non-irrigated and one twentieth

in case of irrigated lands. Similarly one fortieth of earnings from a business or

a service is payable in Zakat because effort put into these professions is much

more. Possession of silver less than 52.5 tolas, gold less than 7.5 tolas, goats

less than a hundred, and camels less than five are all exempt from Zakat.

Allah is the Creator of all plants and animals. Some of the cattle serve for
commutations and carrying loads, while others provide meat and milk. Allah
has created them all to serve mankind. Man must benefit from these Divine
Provisions but must not follow Satan’s guidance in utilizing them. It is not
befitting at all in the light of the established fact that Satan is man’s sworn
enemy, whose enmity needs no evidence. He never guides anybody to
anything good.
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The mammals, which benefit man by providing meat and milk have generally
been divided into eight groups. Of these half belong to the species of sheep
and goat, while the rest belong to the category of cows, buffaloes and camels.
The idolaters must be asked why do they believe that out of these cattle the
male, or the female or the young ones, or the ones still in the wombs of the
mammals are forbidden? They must provide some conclusive and logical
evidence to prove it rather than mere guess work and conjectures. And if they
do have some evidence, they must give out the source of information. Have
they received a Revelation, or is it part of the teachings of any Prophet™*?
They have already denied both these sources. Now has Allah spoken to them
directly? If this is not the case, then falsely declaring things as forbidden and
permissible and taking rituals as worship without any authority is notling but
blasphemy against Allah. It must, therefore, be remembered that fabricating
lies against Him is not only a grave transgression but also a source of
misleading mankind. He never guides such miscreants who are doomed

forever.

145.

146.

Section 18

Say yvou: | do not find in what
has been revealed to me
anything forbidden to an eater
who eats thereof, except it be
carcass, running blood or swine
flesh, for that indeed is foul, or
an abomination over which is
invoked the name of other than
that of Allah. Then whoever is
driven thereto neither lusting nor
transgressing, vour Rabb is
indeed Forgiving, Merciful,

And to them who are Judaised
We forbade every animal with
cloven hoof: and of the bullock
and the goats We forbade to
them the fat thereof, save what

15 borne on their backs or

entrails or what sticks to the
bones. Thus We requited them
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147

148.

149

150.

for their rebellion and We are
the Truthful. ;

Now if they belie you, say you:
vour Rabb is Owner of
extensive Mercy. and His Wrath
shall not be turned aside from

the guilty people.

Soon will those who associate
say: had Allah willed we would
not have associated, nor our
fathers, neither could we have
forbidden anything Likewise
belied those before them, until
they tasted Our Wrath. Say you:
is there with you any authority
that you may bring it forth to us?
You are following only your
fancy and only conjecturing.

Say you: with Allah rests the
argument evident. Therefore.

had He so willed, He would
have guided you all.

Say you: here with your
witnesses; those who will testify
that He has forbidden all this.
Then even if they testify, testify
you not with them. And follow
you not caprices of those who
belie Our Signs and those who
believe not in the Hereafter
while they ascribe equals to

their Rabb.

% e o
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Secrets of Revelation

The Holy Prophet™"" must inform them that Allah has honoured him with His

Revelation, the highest source of knowledge, which does not corroborate the
nonsense they practise. The plain Divine Verdict is that carcass is forbidden.
By carcass are meant those animals which are declared as such and cannot
become permissible even if slaughtered; or those animals otherwise
permissible but die before slaughtering; or the flowing blood. And the swine
is forbidden as it is filthy. Also forbidden is the meat of animals slaughtered in
the name of others than Allah, both for men and women, except that someone
may consume a portion to prevent death by starvation, but not to one’s fill for
pleasure. Allah is indeed Forgiving and Merciful.

For the preceding nations, for instance the Jews, the consumption of animal fat
had been forbidden, except the fat at the backs or the entrails, or that stuck
with bones, provided the goat or the cows etc were properly slaughtered. This
restriction had also been invoked by their own attitude. Instead of simply
following the Divine Commands they always resorted to cross questioning and
probing into minor details. Thus the restrictions went on increasing and their
wickedness turned into distress; for Divine Word is always true. .«

If these infidels deny the Holy Prophet®*", encouraged by the fact that they
have not been punished so far, they must be told that their Provider is the Most
Merciful, who overlooks multifarious sins and gives respite. However, they
must remember that if they did not mend their ways. the crimes always invoke
punishment, and no power can alter this law or alleviate the agony of
punishment from the criminals.

They will even argue that had Allah not willed, they would have never
indulged 1n polytheism, nor would their forefathers have declared the
forbidden as permissible at their own. This is a deluge to which many
preceding non believers had fallen prey to. They had also made similar claims
and were eventually destroyed. They must be asked to produce any logical
evidence to back up their claim to avoid misguidance by mere assumptions.
Allah has revealed the decisive Word and informed the people that this world
is the place for action, with the right and wrong well defined. The Prophets™
have conveyed this clearly to all the nations, in all Ages. Now if someone opts
for the path of evil, renouncing virtue, it is by his own choice. He should not
console himself by the thought that Allah is making him act wrongfully.
However, had they initiated a link with Allah, seeking His Pleasure, all of
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them would have surely been blessed with guidance. But to obey Satan and
blame Allah is obviously absurd.

Yes! If they have any evidence it must be brought forth in support of what they
declare as forbidden. Is this claim based on some eye witness? So. Allah bids
the Holy Prophet™*" that no matter how big a lie these infidels fabricate, his
knowledge being a Divine Revelation is true and authentic, so he must not
trust what they utter.

Repugnance of Evil Rituals

The Holy Prophet™*" must not trust those who concoct lies against Allah by

taking self-invented rituals as acts of worship and rewards. They must not be
listened to as they neither believe in the Day of Judgment nor the
Magnificence of Allah. They, in fact, take others as equals to Him, and beg
them for the fulfilment of their needs. and seek pleasure by making rituals
their religion.

Section 19

I51. Say wyou: come, I shall recite
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whom Allah has forbidden,
except for a just cause. In this
way He exhorts you that
perhaps you may reflect.
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And when you speak, be 1air, !;-’; L s e 7
even though it be against a - A = Ll'”’—""”
kinsman: and fulfil the Covenant | 6 < ;’1

of Allah. In this way He enjoins
vou that perhaps vou may be
admonished. J

153.  And also that: this i1s my path, } . -
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not follow other ways that will
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Secrets of Revelation

O" Prophet*™! Do not bother about what they say. Rather inform them on the
things and the actions Allah has forbidden, so that instead of banking on
assumptions, they can gain authentic knowledge and pursue Allah’s Pleasure
by acting accordingly. in order to attain peace and tranquillity of both the
worlds. Although this address is for the misguided people of that era, yet the
Injunctions are so articulate as to provide basis for the entire mankind for all
times to come. A{,Lﬁrdmg lo the scholars, the teachings of all the Prophets™®
from Prophet Adam™ to the Holy Prophet®"¥ are founded on this Manifesto.
Never had there been a conflict on these Commandments in any Shari‘ah. To
act upon them with a firm faith leads to salvation in both the worlds. though
the temporal benefits can be had even without faith. The direct address to the
Holy Prophet®™ to tell the people makes it very clear that Din is what he
teaches and the task of all saints is to guide people to his Sunnah rather than to
rituals.




Another aspect clarified is that although the aim here i5 to spell out the
forbidden. yet the mode of expression is positive, i.e. the positive aspects of
various practices are addressed which ought to be followed. Thus forbidden
aspect shall automatically stand out. The preachers and the teachers must
always recount the advantages of virtue and righteousness and not describe
evil in detail. lest people are lured 1o indulge in it. Besides. mud slinging on
others 1s not something desirable.

Categories of Polytheism

The first and the basic issue is the Unity of Allah. Under no circumstances
should any partners be ascribed to Him. All evils stem from a laxity i the
concept of Unity. and the gravest of all sins is polytheism, which has two
branches. Firstly. the worship of idols like the polytheists of Makkah
practised, or believing the Prophets ™ to be Allah’s sons like the Jews and
Christians did or ascribing partners in Divine Attributes. for example,
believing that the Aulia and Prophets™ have control over relief and distress.
as do the ignorant Therefore, they indulge in oblations and offerings in their
names and believe that they are aware of their affairs in absentia. This is
poivtheism manifest.

The second kind is covert, a very delicate aatter. as it relates to the heart: the
trust within. A person may reiterate belief in the Unity of Allah, that He
Alone controls good or a bad, but practicaily obeys others than Allah for the
sake of temporal gains or lgsses. This is polvtheism concealed. So much so
that when a person follows his fancies. and is deprived of Divine obedience.
he is said to have taken his dezires as his God. It is a very delicate matter
wherein one must not give up the means and at the same time not rely on them
entirely One shoild employ means in obedience to Allah and accept the
results of his enceavours as emanating from Him. This Lonour is indeed
acquired through Zikr-e-Qalbi and only its attainment shall usher in the peace
of mind.

Obedience to Parents

The second Injunction is to treat the parents kindly. It is forbidden to go
against this Injunction. It is not mentioned here whether the parents are
believers or not, only the term parents is used. Parenthood alone is enough to
entitle them to the obedience and service of thei+ children in a manner pleasing
to them This must be done with sincerity. Many Ahadith amply emphasize the
virtues of serving the parents. After polytheism, the gravest sin is the
disobedience of pa-ents. While details may be seer m Ahadith, it s necessary
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to recount the main points: (1) There is no obedience against violation of
Allah’s Commands, though respect shall not be lost sight of. For example, if
the parents forbid offering the obligatory Salat: they will not be obeyed.
However, one must still not be rude to them and silently continue fulfilling his
obligations towards Allah. (2) Some people tend to neglect the rights of their
wives in their endeavour to obey their parents. But they must remember that
Allah has granted certain rights to wives, which must not be ignored in the
process. (3) The parents of the wives are equally respectable and liable to
obedience. Not only should the wives be made to respect the parents of their
husbands, but the husbands, also must respect the parents of their wives. (4)
The parents are also human and as such liable to err. yet the children must
continue to serve them sincerely, Nevertheless, if they get annoyed due to
misunderstandings or intrigue by relatives, Allah is well Aware of every one’s
intentions. Hence such annoyance will not be harmful as is generally feared.

Rights of Children

The third Injunction pertains to the rights of children Not only parents but the
_ children also have their rights. The parents must not kill their children for fear
of poverty, as they do not fend even for their own food. It is Allah’s Domain
Who evolves a grain seed into a sheaf and makes trees and plants bear fruits
and vegetables. Health, vigour, intellect, senses and all the organs are His
Gifts. When He is providing for the parents, He, surely, will provide for the
children. The mode of expression conveys the Message that the provisions
people have are not only theirs but also belong to their children. Every new
arrival brings its own fortune. This also refutes the paganistic custom whereby
baby girls used to be buried alive. It was done primarily out of fear of
starvation or simp'y out of false pride, for they felt belittled by taking a son-in-
law. Another leDE:'{}ITi forbidden is the selling or mortgaging of children
practised todate in India. And as for abortion, once the foetus has become
viable, aborting it without a genuine excuse is taken as a murder. Similarly
sterilization of any of the spouses is not allowed. All these are various forms
of patent murder.

A more brutal murder is the failure to provide proper guidance to the children.
Their upbringing, provision of lawful food, and education of both spiritual as
well as the physical sciences to the best of their resources. the former being
more important, is the parents obligation. Those buried «iive are at least
spared the punishment in the Hereafter, but the chi!dren not properly guided
will be doomed eternally and be a source of embarrassment in the Hereafter
for the'r parents To educate the children only in the physical sciences and
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skills, leaving them ignorant of Prophetic knowledges or keeping them away
from both: or putting them to a profession forbidden by Allah, such as singing
and music, to earn a livelihood are various forms of murder.

The fourth Injunction is that obscenity, whether overt or covert must be
renounced. Whatever the form, whether noticeable by the people or observed
only by the Creator, is totally forbidden Not only this but to think of it or
harbour it in the heart, or visit places which offer an opportunity for vulgarity
Is also forbidden. The general applicability of this Injunction extends to every
sin, hidden or manifest; for anything disliked by Allah is obscenity and what
could be more obscene than the disobedience of Allah? Therefore, not only
should one abstain from siu but also avoid situations which may lead to it. To
adopt such ways which may lead to sin is itself forbidden. Another
interpretation of this Injunction also seems to be correct that there are certain
actions which are generally accepted as wrong by everyone; for example,
swindling the wealth of others, lying or abusing etc. These are the vices
manifest. While there are certain actions disliked and not permitted by Allah
but are taken as a normal feature in the society, these are the concealed sins.
For instance, adultery is an evil manifest but evil intentions, evil thoughts and
inner pollution is obscenity concealed. Thus one must always feel Allah’s
Presence believing that He is well Aware of every thought and must abstain
from wrongdoing.

Fifthly, although a general warning against evil has been given leaving no
room for repetition, yet the gravity of certain sins calls for specific mention
such as the murder of one human being is like the murder of entire mankind
with Allah. Every individual, being a component of the human community,
the entire mankina is affected by this act. The family of the victim is directly
and immediately affected but once killings begin to avenge the murder the
entire society is enshrouded by mischief. Therefore, cold blooded murders
must be avoided at all costs. However, in Jihad or when a culprit is sentenced
to death according to Shari‘ah, it is for the prevention of mischief by Allah’s
Command. Under normal conditions, no one is allowed to kill another fellow
being, even a non believer.

Allah directs that people must use their intellect as the five Injunctions of
[slam discussed above are exactly what the common sense demands. Even if a
non believer studies these basic principles with an unbiased mind, he too shall
appreciate their importance and necessity.
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The sixth Injunction is that wealth of orphans is not to be squandered away, as
they do not have parents and depend on their guardians. If they have inherited
the resources, these should be spent on their education and upbringing in a
decent way. Under no circumstances should the quality of education be
compromised, nor should their wealth be unwisely spent and wasted. It should
be properly managed and sateguarded until they come of age and are capable
of bearing the responsibility. The seventh Injunction is to measure and weigh
accurately. This not only applies to the fair sale of commodities. but also
means that the duties entrusted to a person must be carried out honestly. It is
not mere trading but the sense of responsibility If a person does not carry out
his duties properly, that too is a form of Tatfeef (embezzlement). For instance.
the salaries are drawn but the jobs are not done properly. If a person holds an
appointment to serve the religion but is guilty of slackness or a person not
connected to any Sufi Order cheats people by claiming to be a saint, or an
individual spiritually gifted does not convey this wealth to others, or a
labourer who gets his wages but works sluggishly: all these situations connote
different facets of embezzlement and are forbidden. Yet there is no need to
work beyond one’s capacity, neither should one worry about it, as
accountability is proportionate to capability. When the matters are beyond
one’s control, he or she are no longer accountable.

The eighth Injunction pertains to upholding the truth. One must always speak
fairly and squarely, even if it annoys a very close relative or a friend, or results
in any loss to a near one. Whether it is testimony ‘n a Court of Law or a family
dispute, or a matter of national interest such as casting the vote; one must
never let personal relations vitiate his judgement. One must always speak what
he feels is correct as it eventually pays. The ninth Injunction is to honour the
promise made to Allah. There are many interpretations of this but the
quintessence of all is to stand fast on faith, and after having accepted the Unity
of Allah to abstain from practical disobedience. The believers must remember
that once they have accepted the Prophethood and have promised Allah that
they will be obedient to the Holy Prophet®*", they must not, for the sake of
mundane pleasures, breach this promise. They must prove by their conduct
that they are Muslims. These guidelines are to lead them to the straight path.

The tenth Injunction is that Islam is the only path approved by Allah, so it
must be practised with full devotion and followed completelv. The believers
must not blindly follow anyone who comes their way, lest they drift away
from Allah’s Path. This final Insunction is to encourage them to strive for the
attainment >f Allah’s Nearness. And this can very precisely be termed as the
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Manifesto of Humanity. Fourteen centuries ago there was no peace and
tranquillity on the face of earth. There was no concept of righteousness or
worship, and people had forgotten Allah. These Injunctions provided the basis
for a new society and the earth charred by the fire of wickedness transformed
into a lush green oasis. Now beware of the sequence: -

(1) No indulgence in polytheism.

(2) Obedience to the parents.

(3) No killing of the children.

(4) No lewdness.

(5)  No cold blooded murders except for just cause.

The one who practises these five basic Injunctions is indeed sensible and will
be blessed with sound wisdom. He will then: -

(6) Not waste the wealth of the orphans.
(7) Measure accurately.
(8) Speak the truth.

(9) Stand fast on the promise made to Allah, Who will bless him with
guidance. He will indeed become virtuous and his capacity to abstain
from sin will be multiplied.

(10)  If a person moulds his life according to the tenets of Islam, he or she
will be blessed with Allah’s Nearness, and will be reckoned amongst
those who fear Allah.

Prophet Miusa™ was also blessed with Divine Scripture so that he could guide
his people on the above lines, and at the same time make them realize the
importance of these Injunctions to enable them to obey Allah. In his Scripture
too, every detail for leading a noble life was available. Every single word was
a blessing, but his people altered and added their own words to it. And now
they want to prove it as part of their religion. But these foolish people fail to
realise that these were the Divine Injunctions aimed at making them aware of
the fact that one Day they will have to stand before their Creator and ought to
make necessary preparations. The need to send a mentor with the Book is two
fold: Firstly, because he explains the meanings of the Book, and secondly his
company instils in the hearts of believers the ability to accept the truth.
Together with the teachings, every Messenger™ dissipates these feelings too.
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In short, the aim of all the Messengers and Prophets™ has been the same, that
is, to give people an awareness of Allah.

155,

156.

I 27 5

158.

Section 20

And this 1s a Book We have sent
down, blessed; follow it then
and fear Allah, that you may be
shown Mercy.

Lest you should say, the Book
was only sent down to the two
factions before us, and we were
in fact wunaware of their
readings.

Or lest you should say: if only
the Book had been sent down to
us, we should surely have been
better guided than they. So now
surely there has come to you an
evidence from your Rabb and a
guidance and a Mercy. Who
then does a greater wrong than
he who belies the Signs of Allah
and shuns them? Soon We will
requite those who shun Our
Signs with an evil chastisement,
inasmuch as  they  were
accustomed to shun them.

They await indeed that the
angels should come to them or
that your Rabb should conie, or
that certain of the Signs of your
Rabb should come. On the Day
when certain of the Signs of
your Rabb will come, belief
will not avail any person who
had not believed before or had
not earned any good by his
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belief. Say you: well, wait and
we also are waiting.

159.  Assuredly, those who have split Eps e Pabes
"": - o . L r,'i-":' =" ':r % :'
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with Allah. Then He wil Saipet

declare to them what they used

to do.

160, Whoever will come with a
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come with vice shall not be P *qi‘-gﬁy"-— = b
H : - P AL eh -
requited save with the like ; 15
thereof, and they shall not be
wronged.

161. Say you: as for me, my Rabb
has guided me to a straight path,
a right religion, the faith of
Ibrahim, the upright, and he was
not of the polytheists.

162.  Say you: surely my Salat and my
rites and my life and my death
are all for Allah, Rabb of th

worlds. -

163.  No associate has He. To this |
am bidden, and I am the first of @ '
the Muslims.

164. Say you: shall I seek a Rabb,

other than Allah, while He is A P P PR e
the Rabb of everything? And no "'-7'5;\3." ’ ﬁﬂ"(%’}:‘j Pl Iﬁb
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He shall declare to you that
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concerning which you have been
disputing.
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Forgiving, Merciful.
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah has revealed the Quran replete with blessings. The era of all the
preceding Scriptures is over. Though they are not to be denied being Divine
Revelations, yet they will no longer be practised. Now the blessings can be
received only by following the Quran. The believers must appreciate the
Greatness of Allah so as to receive His Mercy and Forgiveness. Now they can
not say that the Divine Books had only been revealed unto the Jews and the
Christians, which were beyond their comprehension because of the language
or interpolation. Nor can they say that if only they were blessed with a Divine
Book they would rightfully follow it. For Allah’s Revelation, full of logic and
clarity, with correct answers to all possible questions of life, has been sent
unto them and is a major source of attaining Allah’s Favours.

It validates its own self and has guidance for the entire mankind through all
Ages to come. And it is a treasure of Divine Mercy. Now whoever turns away
from this Book is indeed the worst kind of transgressor. Beware that all those
whe are denying it are only planning for their own destruction and will soon
be seized by a terrible doom. May Allah protect us!

The Finality of Prophethood

The raising of Prophet Muhammad™®* and the Revelation of the Quran carry
so many Signs that there is no room for any new evidence. The unfortunate
people who still waver may be waiting for the Day of Judgment. In other
words, from the raising of the Holy Prophet®*" until the Last Day no other
Prophet™ or Divine Book shall be sent. Those who fail to believe in him will
either witness the angels and the secrets of Barzakh at the hour of death or on
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the Day of Resurrection, when Paradise and Hell will be brought nigh and the
Almighty Allah wiil manifest Himself. If the non believers decide to believe
at this juncture it would be of no avail. No one can dare to refute when all the
realities will be laid bare under everyone’s observation. It was in this world
that they, using their intellect and wisdom, should have opted for the
obedience of Allah and His Prophet®*¥, by placing full trust in the Message
conveyed by the latter. Now that the death has lifted the veils and mankind has
reached the site of Resurrection, there is no room for repudiation. We believe
that Allah will reveal Himself on that Day, but how, is beyond our
comprehension. Having faith in this fact is imperative while any argument in
its nature is forbidden.

It is also clear that the time to repent is over once the Hereafter is revealed or
some of its Signs are manifested in this world. Among these is the rising of the
sun from the West. When the cycle of the systems of the Universe will be
reversed and the door to repentance closed. The Holy Prophet®*" has
recounted a number of symbolic events which will appear before the
Doomsday. However, once the sun rises from the West, the door to repentance
would be closed forever. Only that faith will be of any avail, which is
embraced before the sun rises from the West; and only those righteous deeds
will be acceptable, which are done before this event. Because if after
witnessing the Signs someone accepts the faith, it is not out of his trust in the
Holy Prophet®*¥ but because what he sees, leaves no room for denial. The
same rules apply once the shadows of death overtake a person. So O’ Prophet!
Tell the non believers to wait, while you are also waiting. The magnanimity of
your Message and the consequences of their denial will be manifest when the
Appointed Hour is struck!

Shi‘an-e-‘Ali

It was revealed to the Holy Prophet®*" that people who had split into groups
in the matter of Din were none of his concern. The clearest examples are the
Jews, the Christians and the polytheists who invented rituals and gave these
the religious sanctity. Since these rituals were based on human choice which
obviously varies from person to person, so the like minded got together to
form religious groups. All such factions were far removed from the true
religion, and therefore, the Holy Praphet™" had nothing to do with them. The
Quran uses the word Shi‘ah for such misguided groups. It is, therefore, not
proper to assume that Hadhrat ‘Ali™*" had created such a group and named it
Shi‘an-e-‘Ali. This is a fabrication of the anti-Islam Movement. The literal
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meaning of Shi‘ah is a group and in the Quranic terminology it is used for a
religiously misguided faction.

The Agony of Bid*ah

This is not only true of the nations gone by but also of the Mushims. Those
who followed their own opinions in the fundamentals of Islam, In
contravention of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™" and the practice of the
Companions ™", ought to be termed as Shi‘ah. In lesser degree are those who
practise Bid‘ah in the hope of earning reward. All such Bid*atis form groups
far away from guidance and as a result are deprived of the Holy Prophet’s™*"
affection. It is indeed such an agony that nothing worse can even be imagined.
However, in the interpretation of Divine Injunctions within the frame work of
Shari‘ah, a sincere difference of opinion is a blessing, because due to such
discourse, an Injunction is highlighted for practical purposes. But to discard
the opinion of our pious precursors for ulterior motives in order to attain fame
or funds is indeed futile and amounts to deprivation. Those who do so are
accursed by the Holy Prophet®*¥. Allah shall deal with such people directly
when they face Him, with their sheet of conduct exposed.

Yet, His Mercy is so vast that for every good the reward is at least ten times
greater, or even more, as much as He pleases. It must be noted that every
action taken in obedience to the Holy Prophet®* is a noble act, be it a
personal, domestic, social, national or an international issue. To prove its
merit, it must be endorsed by the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™*". Only then
will it earn a reward ten times greater. And the sinner will get a punishment
proportionate to his crime. No one will be wronged whereby his virtue goes
unrewarded or an evil is requited disproportionately.

O’ Prophet™*"! Tell the people that Allah has guided you to the straight path
by revealing the best way of leading the life. From the beliefs to the practices
of life right uptil death, He has imparted the most appropriate way of doing
things, as expected of Him as the Rabb. Life is a combination of the physical
body and the Riih. A human being applies his mind and intellect i order to
maintain his existence, but Rih is neither visible nor discernable. Thus it is
quite possible, that while fulfilling the needs of the physical body, one ends up
destroying the Riih. Allah is not only the Creator of our physical selves but
also of the Riith. The Code of Life revealed to the Holy Prophet™>*" caters for
the requirements of the physical body in such a beautiful manner that it
automatically provides means for spiritual uplift. This is the most
comprehensive and Allah’s favourite Path, which was also the path of Prophet

351



Ibrahim™®, The term Mitlat-e-Ibrahim does not suggest the subordination of
the Shari‘ah of Prophet Muhammad™*¥ to that of Prophet Ibrahim’s™ but
reflects that the aim of both Prophets was the same. The Shari*ah of Prophet
Muhammad®* aims at the same purpose for which Prophet Ibrahim™®
struggled all his life. The Christians, the Jews and the polytheists of Arabia,
who claim to be rollowers of Prophet Ibrahim™ are all liars, because he never
indulged in polytheism and was amongst those who walked straight on the
path of Allah.

O’ Prophet®*™! Tell them that your physical and fiscal worship, your life and
your death are all for Allah, Who is the Creator and the Owner of the entire
universe. He provides for everyone and is the Maintainer of all; no one can
ever be His partner in any way. No one can dare to speak before Him. And
that you have been told to obey, and you are the first of the believers. You are
also the first to receive the Divine Revelation. The world witnessed how on
the entire face of earth a single soul ardently obeyed his Creator, and
challenged the prevalent darkness of evil and disbelief, that its days had been

numbered as he had been raised to enlighten the hearts of mankind with
* Divine Refulgence. Also in terms of spiritual states the Holy Prophet®*" the
highest amongst the mankind and the level of faith he enjoys is only his lot.
Chronologically also he is the first amongst the believers. Given this singular
honour how could the Holy Prophet®*" look to anyone else for the fulfilment
of his needs. Is it then possible that he may expect anything from anyone save
Allah, whether out of hope or fear? Certainly not! For Allah is the Supreme
Being while all the rest is His creation. He Alone is the Rabb of everyone; so
how can anyone else be taken as the centre of all hopes?

And also remember that every sinner will be held accountable for his actions.
The priests and the religious mentors who assure people that they may do
anything they like as they would intercede for them, are only beguiling them.
They will never share their burden of sins nor can anyone share anyone’s
burden. The Jews and Christians enjoy this nonsense todate, in that their
religious leaders charge fees for warding off their sins. Today this disease has
even creeped into the Muslims and the so called saints receive offerings from
their disciples in return of approving their unlawful practices. But O people!
Do not forget that you will not be accountable before these saints in the
Hereafter, but before Allah Who is so Powerful that He would bring forth
vour forgotten sins, as He knows everything that you have done. You will then
realise what disputing in the matters of Din meant, whether such feuds are selt
fabricated or induced by your religious chieftains.
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(O’ people! Don’t you realise that you are not the first to inhabit this earth?
There had been people before, whom you have succeeded. Allah has placed
various categories in you, Some of you are lettered, others illiterate; some are
servants while others are the rulers; and this classification is only a trial to see
how you meet your responsibilities. Soon you too will have to leave only to be

followed by another generation. This is the Master Plan ef Allah, the Only
Rabb, while all the rest are His creation.

Remember that if Allah plans to inflict punishment, it does not take him long
to do so, but He is extremely Beneficent and Merciful and people must make
use of the respite given to them. They must repent, so that He may overlook
their sins, and obey Him so that He may shower His Mercy on them!
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