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Siirah al Hadid

(THE IRON)

Revealed at Madinah, it has twenty nine Ayiit and four Sections.

Section 1

in the Name of Allah S P S AN 3

The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful. ‘

I, Hallows Allah whatever is in the e [ W e
heavens and the earth, and He 1s re res.
the Mighty, the Wise. @’,@j s
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He is the Knower of everything, (@ AR Sy
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and the earth in six days: then He| 7= o 2

established  Himself on the| oY SELALLEAJeui
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whitever comes fort therefom, | ()61 805G,
and whatever descends from the
heaven and whatever ascends
thereto, and He 1s with you
wherever vou be. And Allah is
Beholder ~f whatever you do
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His is the dominion of the heavens
and the earth, and to Allah wall all
affairs be brought back.

He plunges the night into the day,
and plunges the day into the night,
and He is the Knower of whatever
is in the breasts.

Believe in Allah and His
Messenger and spend of that
whereof He has made you
successors to. Those of vou who
believe and spend — theirs shall be
great wage.

And why is it that you believe not
n Allah whereas the Messenger is
callng you to believe i your
Rabb, and He has already taken
your bond, if you are going to be
belicvers?

He it 15 Who sends down to His
bondmen clear Signs that He may
bring you forth from darkness into
the light, and verily Allah is to
you Tender, Merciful.
Andhmv:suﬂnt}mmﬂm
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Secrets o0 Revelation

All that exists in heavens and the carth extols Allah both tacitly through their
disposition as well as verbally in their own language. This indeed 1s the very cause
of exastence, for whenever anvthing ceases to extol Him it passes anay. save the
sentient creation given the discretion to choose between obedience and denial, until
a certain tme. Allah s Mighty and Dominant over everything under all
circumstances. It is by His Wisdom that He has dished out umque qualitics to
different things to ensure functioning of the Universal System. He gives kife and
enforces death, being Potent over everything He is the Onlv One, the First, Who
created everything and existed when there was nothing else. Every creation 1s
vulnerable and Qayamah shall destroy everything or what He wants to preserve
like Jannah and the Hell together with their dwellers. Those are permanent only by
His Will and not by themselves. He is personally etemnal, free from any concept of
extmction He 1s the Last the Everlasting and the Most Excelling in His
Manifestation. And His Wisdom and His Potency is evident from every speck of
His creation. He is Subtle and Hidden wath regards to the nature of His Being,
and is beyond the access of intellect and imagination. He is Aware of every
creation in every sense of the word and nothing is concealed from Him.
Sublimity of the Ayah

The Holy Prophet™" used to recite these five Stirahs, al Hadid, Hashr, Saff,
Jum'ah and Taghabun termed as Musabih@ (the Glonfying) regularly before
retiring to bed. He is reported to have said that this Ayah outweighs the rest
According to Ibn ‘Abbas™", its slow recitation is an antidote against Satanic
whispers. Those blessed with its meditation indeed enjoy His favour and must
combat Satanic whispers, for it is the fort of Divine Protection.

So Powerful 1s He that He created heavens and the earth by His Absolute
Omnipotence and Wisdom in six days and perfected everything in them. Then He
established Himself on the “Arsh, the clegant Throne that only befits His
Magnificence. His Knowledge encompasses everything that enters the soil, be it a
drop of water or a seed or the effects of temperature, and all that comes forth from
it. Every speck, each atom or anything even smaller is in His view. Whatever
descends from the heavens, for instance, the angels or the Commandments, and
whatever ascends to them, such as the deeds of mankind, is known to Him. He is
Aware of cach and every condition of the people. In short, wherever people maybe
and m whatever circumstances, He is with them.



The reality of this Divine Presence is beyond the access of human knowledge, but
it is surely there. As such He oversecs all human actions His Dominance prevails
all over and He 1s indeed the true Sovercign of the universe. All affairs whether
spinitual or matenal revert to His Court. He dnives the night into the day and vice
versa. In other words, the cycle of days and nights, the vanation in seasons and
their role in preserving life on earth are all manifestations of His Omumipotence. He
1s Aware of even the thoughts that cross our mind.

O’ People! Believe in Allah and acknowledge His True Messenger™™ . There 1s
sufficient reason for embracing Islam wiile the most exalted Messenger™™ is also
among you. And spend in His Cause from your wealth, which was handed down
to you as legacy and shall be passed on to some one else after you pass away.
Then why disobey Him for the love of wealth or acquire it through illegal means
or withhold it from His Cause? Those who believe and spend their wealth,
energies and efforts in His Cause are promised tall rewards. So why don’t vou
become behievers? There could be only two reasons: firstly the darkness of
ignorance and secondly that there is no one to show the way. Allah has taken care
of both m the form of His true Messenger™™ who is calling vou towards Him, a
call supported by muracles and evidences as clear as broad daylight And a
covenant was taken from all of you in etemity when you confessed to His
Providence; which is now the integral part of your nature. And if you claim to be
the People of the Book, you must realise that vour own Books ask you to take a
pledge to believe in the last Messenger™™ upon his rasing. Su vou have no
excuse for the denial. It is Allah, the Munificent, Who reveals manifist Avat to
His beloved Messenger™" to usher you from darkness into the light

The Office of Prophethood and the Barakah of a Shaikh

The office of Prophethood 1s to guide mankind by teaching the Quriin. No one can
understand the Quriin by relying only on the dictionary and knowledge of the
Arabic language. It is through the Holy Prophet’s™" nterpretation that one can
understand it. And the Barakah of believing in him is that ones precepts and
practices move from darkness to light, from error to correction. These very
Barakah are received through a Shaikh. The end results of interaction between a
Shaikh and a secker is the reversion of the latter from sinful life.

It is a great favour that Allah, the Merciful, sent His Messenger™™ 10 guide the
wayward. If you have a craze for wealth and are afraid to spend it in His Cause
once you embrace Islam or that you will not be able to gather more through
unlawful means, do reflect that it will not be yours forever. As soon as you die it



will pass on to others. In fact all that exists in the universe belongs to Allah as
eventually everyone will have to forego it and die. Remember that actions vary in
their weightage commensurate to the devotion and sincenty behind them. For
mstance, those who supported the Holy Prophet™" before the Conquest of
Makkah and placed ail their resources at his disposal, their actions carry
maximum weight

Greatness of the Companions

TﬁisisbmuscpmmngaithpﬁmtndﬁsCaqmmwaspaikms. It was like
playing with death, for there were no visible chances of victory, Human nature
always having an eye on resources keeps one away from any movement not likely
to succeed, save those secking the manifest Truth. This was the situation during
the Makkan period. Thercafter an Islamuc State had emerged and those who
entered the fold of Islam then, though also enjoy a very high status, yet cannot
match those who spent in Allah’s Cause and sacrificed their lives in Jihad prior to
the Conquest. However, Allah promises etemal salvation to all who believed in
His Prophet™" and fought for upholding the Din revealed to him, of course, the
Companions™" taking the lead On this basis, Ahi-e-Sunnah believe that all the
Companions™*" were men of integrity and justice

Aﬂnh'sdeclmﬁminﬂmQurinﬂmHtisplﬁsuimﬂiMnmﬂﬂwymplm
with Him is a living testimony 1o their etemal bliss, while others shall know their
fate only on the Day of Judgement. And if as a human being anyone of them ever
erred, of which there are very few instances in a group of one hundred and fifty
thousand, he repented. Agaun their repentance was exemplary; some of them tied
themselves down to the pillars in the Holy Prophet's ™™ mosque, until acceptance
was revealed Un one occasion, one of them chose to be stoned to death in
cxpiaﬁmThB“nsalwa“a}'ufeducamglt:Unmhﬂmm&Alﬁdﬁh
wam about the punishments in Barzakh over different lapses, they preferred to be
cleansed in this very life through repentance. Such determined faith and trust is
indeed rare. Therefore, it is not proper to sit on judgement over their mutual
disputations, nor s it appropriate to accuse anyone of them. The criteria of their
greamess are the Quran and the Ahadith, and not the history. Those who point a
hmm&unmmmhﬁwcmhhawhﬂmdmﬁ,ashimiswmm
reports which may be tamted with exaggerations and misgivings. On the other
mmmamwmwm&mmﬂm
over all actions of mankind.
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Section 2

Who s he that will lend Allah a
goodly loan, so that He may
multiply it for im? And his wall
be an honourable wage.

Mention the Day whercon you
shall sce the believing men and
women, their light running before
them and on their nght hands;
glad udings to you To<day:
Gardens with running water
beneath them, they will abide
theren. That; it is a nughty
achievement.

It shall be the Day whereon the
hypocnites, men and women, wall
say to the fathful: wait for us that
we may borrow some light from
you. It will be said: Go back and
scek a light clsewhere. A high
wall will then be set up between
them, wheremn wall be a door. of
which the mside has mercy and
the outside is toward the torment.

They wall call 1o them: Have we
not been with you? They will say:
Yes, but you tempted vour souls
and you waited and vou doubted
you until there came the affair of
Allah, and in respect of Allah the
beguiler beguiled you.

Today, therefore, will no ransom
be accepted of you, nor of those

who openly disbelieved, your
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abode is the Fire; that is your
companion, a hapless destination

Is not the tme vet come for those
who belicve, that their heans
should humble themselves to
Allah’s admonition and to the
truth which has been revealed
and that they do not become as
those who were given the Book
before, and the time was extended
to them, and so their hearts were

Know that Allah quickens the
carth after its death. Surely We
have propounded to vou the Signs
that perchance you may reflect.
Venly the alms-giving men and
women — and they are lending a
goodly loan to Allah - it shall be
multiplied for them and theirs
shall be an honourable wage.
And those who believe in Allah
and His Messengers, they are the
samts and martyrs In the sight of
their Rabb: Theirs shall be full
wage and their light. And those
who disbelieved and belied Our
Signs — they shall be the fellows
of the Blaze.
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Section 3

Know that the life of this world is
but a sport and a play, and an
adomment and a self-glonfication
among you and a nivalry in riches
and chidren. It s as the
vegetation after rains, the growth
of which pleases the husbandmen,
then it withers and you see it
becoming yellow, then it becomes
chaff. And in the Hercafter there
1s both a grievous torment and
forgiveness from Allah and His
Pleasure; and the life of this world
1s but a vain bauble.

Stive with one another in
from your Rabb and towards a
Garden of which the width is as
the width of the heavens and the
carth, prepared for those who
believe in Allah and His
Messengers. This is the Grace of
Allah! He vouchsafes it o
whomsoever He will; and Allah is
Nothing of affliction befalls the
carth or your persons but it is
nscribed in the Book, even before
We have created them. Verily that
i1s casy with Allah

Mismmlcﬂ}mfgd
sorty for what you miss, or exult

over what He has vouchsafed to
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you. And Allah loves not any 2o o
4. They who are niggardly and| ..o ..o 0. ... 2
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mankind, and that Allah may
know him who succours Allah,
unseen, and His Messengers.
Venly Allah is Strong, Mighty.

Secrets of Revelation

Remember that this temporal life is nothing but mere sport. The activities of the
childhood look foolish in youth, and again what is done in vouth appears absurd in
old age. Similarly all mundane pursuits shall seem futile after death. These
mundane attractions tempt by their outward beauty. For instance rain, breeze and
green fields please a non believer and he 1s completely engrossed in them. A
believer 1s similarly pleased but his pleasure leads him to Allah's gratitude and the
nfidel into negligence. The green fields then begin to tum pallid and eventually
scatier. away in straws, But the outcome of human actions will be manifested in
ﬂrmm“iﬂmmmmmmﬂﬁhhﬁﬂnh’smemd
Pleasure, indeed a lofty reward. This is the reality of temporal life, though it
beguiles and renders people negligent of Allah’s Zikr.

O’ believers! Strive hard to attain His Forgiveness and Pleasure, as a matter of

_ pnmary importance. Make haste in actions that lead to Jannah, a manifestation of
His Pleasure, s0 vast that its wadth exceeds the Universe. It is duly bedecked for



those who believe in Him and His Messenger>*", Remember that this world runs
according to a preordained System: and everyone gets his share. If a calamity
befalls the earth resulting in individual or collected loss of wealth, health or life, it
is already inscribed in the Guarded Tablet as such. This is the inevitable destiny
and its enforcement is no problem for Allah.

The best option for a persan, therefore, is to do what pleases Him, whether in
health or sickness, in gamn or loss. Neither should troubles drive him to
heedlessness, nor should affluence make him negligent, as He does not approve of
the boastful and the conceited. The niggardly who do not use the talents given by
Him in His Cause and impede others to do so can be compared with someone who
has tumned away from His Magnificence. And whoever does so must know that
Allah does not care the least for them, being Absolute Owner of all Excellence.
He raised His Prophets and Messengers™ with His Books, and the Scale 1o
establish amongst mankind justice, equity, truth and faimess, both in precepts and
the practices pertaiun 3 to this world as well as the Akhirah.

Education, Training and Jihid

And We created iron and steel for war weaponry to benefit mankind. The
Prophets™™ and the Messengers™® expound His Commands from His Book, while
the Scale alludes to the determimation of rights so that everyone get these
honourably and comfortably. The invention of weaponry for Jihdd does not aim at
subjecting others to slavery or usurping their rights as practised by the Western
nations. It 1s to correct those who refuse to be educated and transgress against
others by force. Besides, iron and its products provide other means of business and
make new mventions possible. Allah is well Aware of those who help His Din and
His Messengers™, believe in the Unseen, obey diligently and are always ready for
any sacrifice in His Cause. Undoubtedly Allah is Mighty and Prevailing and
protects His bondsmen in both the worlds,

Section 4
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of them are same guided ones, and
many of them are ungodly,
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And thereafter We caused Our
Messengers to follow m their
footsteps, and We caused ‘Isd,
son of Maryam, to follow them.
and We vouchsafed to him the
Bible, and We placed in the hearts
of those who truly followed him,
tendermess and compassion. And
asceticism, We did not prescribe it
for them; they innovated it, only
secking Allah’s goodwill, but they
tended it not with the tendence due
to it So We vouchsafed to such
of them as believed their wage.
and many of them are ungodly.

of His Mercy and will assign to
you a light with which you waill
walk, and He will forgive you.
And Allah 1s Forgiving, Merciful.
This He will award that the
People of the Book may know
that they control nothing of the
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Grace of Allah, and that the grace A S
s in Allah's hand. He vouchsafes| (@) a5 GG A455
it to whom He will, and Allsh is
the Owner of Mighty Grace.
seean
Secrets of Revelation

For the guidance and reformation of mankind Allah raised Nith™ and Ibrihim™*
as His Messengers and blessed them with Shari‘ah. He ntroduced Prophethood in
their progeny whereby the knowledge of His Books was conveyed to mankind.



The fortunate amongst them chose the path of guidance, while the majonty denied.
Yet the Chain of Prophethood continued until Prophet ‘Tsa™ was raised with the
Bible. Again, some accepted and other refuted him. The former were imbued with
tendemess, love and mercy in their hearts, as the Prophetic excellences and the
Barakah of Messengership are absorbed only by the Qalb.

Monasticism

They then took to monasticism, though it was never enjoined on them. They chose
it on purpose and it meant renouncing all worldly pleasures including the
permussible. In fact, there were three factions among the Chnstians. The first one
opposed the infidels, fought them and also fell martyrs. The second comprised
those who lacked the power to fight, yet they continued to strive for upholding the
Truth, and did not compromise with falsehood. In the process they were tortured
and martvred. The third faction though weaker, yet did not compromise with the
ungodly atmosphere and took to reclusion. They withdrew away from the
settlements, never married nor build houses and tried to save their faith. But those
who followed them lacked the requisite level of faith and made reclusion a source
of acquiring mundane gains. Apparently looking paupers, they amassed tons of
wealth. They should have at least observed the limits of monasticism, but failed to
do so.

Monasticism and Islam

It 1s mfidelity to declare the lawful and permissible as unlawful or forbidden, for it
amounts to distortion, of Islam. A Muslim must not consider something
permussible as unlawful. However, if he avoids it for any religious or temporal
goal, for instance, abstaining in sickness or staying aloof from social evils or
eating and sleeping less for spiritual uplift, it is permissible. But once the aim is
achieved, 1t must end. This is Tagwa or an effort to attain it. Thirdly, a believer
does not consider any permissible thing as unlawful but does not use it in a
manner established by the Sunnah, taking it as piety. This indeed is exceeding the
limits and is prohibited by Ahadith. Those followers of Prophet ‘Tsa”* who stood
firm were amply rewarded by Allah, yet a majonty of them proved to be
malefactors, So O “elievers! Be modest and truly believe in Allah and His
Messenger ="

Be!..ving in the Holy Prophet**¥ is Mandatory

Though the People of the Book are already faithful, yet now that the Holy Prophet™"
has been raised, they must believe in him, lest their previous faith is also vitiated



and they are classified as infidels. But if they believe in the Holy Prophet>** their
good deeds done earher will also avail them, and they will be additionally
rewarded.

An Infidel's Good Deeds

The scholars conclude that a non believer embracing Islam is also rewarded for
the good deeds of his past life. And Allah bestows a light that enlightens his heart
and blesses him with the power to act piously. This very light shall act as a lamp
in the grave and in Barzakh as well as on the Bridge. In other words, it will
contimuously illuminate the path of his life. He also remits mistakes of a non
believer upon embracing Islam, and a believer upon repentance. All this has been
expounded for the benefit of the People of the Book, who should not assume that
they have been deprived of the excellence and blessings because the Prophethood
1s no longer in them. All good emanates from Allah and He may grant it to
whosoever He wills, whenever He may choose; being the Owner of Infinite
Kindness.
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