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i
AL-MA’'IDAH
(THE TABLE SPREAD)
Salient Features
1. Revealed at Madinah
2. Contains 16 Sections and 120 Ayat
3 Completion and perfection of Islam as Din (way

of life) declared in this Surah.
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With reference to its revelation,

the Holy Prophet

Surah Al-Ma’idah

-SAW

it is amongst those Surahs, which were
revealed at the end. Part of it was also revealed on the eve of the last Hajj of
, after which he lived for only about eighty days. Certain

Sections were revealed at the time of the Conquest of Makkah, while some on
journey to Hudaibiyah. Whereas Surah An-Nisa’ discusses mutual relations.
dealings and the rights and duties, this Surah lays further emphasia on
practising them. The behevers are being specifically instructed: “Fulfill your
undertakings.”

Section 1

In the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

1.

O you who believe! Fulfil your
obligations. Allowed to you are
all cattle quadrupeds except
those announced to you, not
allowing the game while you are
in a state of sanctity: verily

Allah ordains what He will.

O you who believe! Do not
profane the landmarks of Allah
nor any sacred month, nor the
offering nor the victims with the
garlands, nor those repairing to
the Sacred House seeking the
Grace and Goodwill of their
Rabb. And when you have put
off the state of sanctity, you may
chase. And let not the
detestation for a people, because
they kept you from the Sacred
Mosque, incite you to trespass.
Cooperate with each other in
virtue and piety, and do not
cooperate  in sin and
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transgression. Fear Allah, verily
Allah is Severe in chastising.

Forbidden to you are dead-meat,
blood, swine-flesh, any animal
dedicated to other than Allah,
the strangled, the felled, the
tumbled, the gored, the mangled
by beasts of prey unless you
make it clean by giving it death-
stroke yourselves and what has
been sacrificed on the altars.
Also forbidden to you is
partition by divining arrow. All
that i1s an abomination. Those
who disbelieve have this day
despaired of your religion. So
fear them not; fear Me. This day
| have perfected your religion
for you and have completed My
favour upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as Din. He
who is driven to extreme hunger,
not inclining to sin, verily then
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

They ask you, what 1s allowed to
them. Say you: allowed to you
are all elean foods, and as to the
animals of prey which you have
trained as Allah has taught you,
eat of what they have caught for
you, and mention the name of
Allah over it, and fear Allah;
verily Allah is Swift in
reckoning.

" This day allowed to you are all
clean foods and the meat of
those givenr the Book 1s
allowable for you and your meat
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is allowable for them, as also

o apgr b B Tl g TR, oeaFE
Y T e o | PRt L ST
allowed to you are the wedded e dld S g Ziadlc il

believing women and the s ;j.;;j;;;m{ﬁ-.’ 5o
wedded women of those given| ,.. . “of s tagee. . At
the Book before you when you HAI QSIS A Xy ot ce 22
have given them their Mehr, 4;3M J;,.;-.L;“ﬂ
taking them in wedlock, neither = S P
fornicating nor taking as J_:{:ii-";;;:e )|

mistresses. And whoever rejects
the faith, his work will surely
come to nothing, and in the
Hereafter he will be of the
losers.

e e e ok

Secrets of Revelation
Fulfillment of Promise

Faith demands that when a promise is made it must be fulfilled. ‘4gd means a
contract, which is agreed upon between two parties, two groups or two
countries. In contrast to a promise which can be one sided too. Here the
scholars have defined the term “4Agd in many ways, but all the definitions are
similar in term of their implications and thus all contracts fall under ‘Agd.

This includes the contracts made before or after the advent of Islam. Nikah has
also been termed as ‘A4qgd because it is a contract between husband and wife in
the Name of Allah. Therefore, be it Nikah, a business contract or a peace
treaty between opponents, it must be honoured. Yet those contracts, which
were drawn before Islam, and fall into the category of the forbidden, stand
automatically cancelled. Or, if after the emergence of Islam, a Muslim makes a
contract of which the execution is not allowed by Shari‘ah it will be as if it has
not been drawn at all. The remaining contracts have been classified into three

groups.
Forms of Contracts

The first form of a contract is between man and his Creator. This comprises a
firm faith in Allah and the promise to submit to His Will and Purpose. The
second form is the one, which a person makes to himself; whereby he plans
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for his future with honesty and prudence. The third is made between human
beings, ranging from Nikal to governance.

In short, dealings must be preceded by careful deliberations, and once a
contract is drawn, it must be honoured being in the Name of Allah. It is in His
Name that His creation, like camels, goats, cows, antelopes etc. are declared
permissible which people slaughter and relish. All these are lawful, except
those specifically forbidden. If one is in a state of Ihtam, whether for Hayjj or
‘Umrah, it is not permissible for him or her to hunt. Here it is worth noticing
that ‘fulfillment of promises’ is complemented with faith and is immediately
followed by the discussion of Halal (the permissible) and Haram (the
forbidden). Thus it highlights the fact that a promise, whether made between
two persons or at a higher level between two states, political or commercial,
can be honoured only if there is faith. As long as there is no breach of Trust by
the non-believers, a believer is bound to honour it. The strength of faith, in
turn, depends on the intake of the permissible food without which one cannot
acquire the strength required to honour one’s promises. The authority to
declare what is permissible and what is forbidden rests with Allah. He has
made animals permissible unto you, domesticated or wild, as mentioned
formerly, while some beasts and other animals like donkeys and horses have
been declared forbidden. More animals will be mentioned in the forthcoming
Ayit. This too is a pact between man and Allah as He is the Creator and can
do whatever pleases Him. Animals declared permissible by Allah may be
slaughtered or hunted and eaten.

It i« He Who has made soil the source of nutrition for trees and greenery, the
leaves and grass a food for the animals and animals the food for human beings
and carnivorous beasts. He is the Creator of everyone; how can anyone object
to His plans? Thus by eating permissible the believers are gified with a strong
faith and can fulfill the promises they make. These are all Allah’s Signs for
these are the instances and injunctions that remind of Allah.

All those qualities, states and practices which certify that a person IS a
Muslim, or things which become symbolic to Islam, such as the Haram,
Mounts Safa and Marwa; Mina and ‘Arafat, the F'mphet’s Mosque, the Azan
and having a beard according to Sunnah, are all included in Allah's Signs. A
contemptuous attitude towards these can take two forms: firstly rejecting them
altogether, like shaving off the beard and secondly, to accept them only
partially. Scholars have listed circumcision symbolic to Muslims as no other
nation apart from Muslims practises it. These Ayat were revealed on the eve of
Conquest of Makkah, when the believers were thoroughly disgusted with the
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Makkans because of the torture given here and their forced migration to
Madinah, where again they were not left in peace. The Jewish conspiracies
. together with the atrocities of the polytheists had already resulted into three
battles namely Badr, Uhad and the Trench. It was the time when they stood as
conquerors and their enemy as vanquished; the former represented the truth,
while the latter sticking to mere absurd rituals. It is only natural that when
Allah gives victory over such transgressors, they can no longer be tolerated.

But Allah Cautions the believers that whereas the Makkans were polytheists
and infidels, the Muslims believe in Allah. Even if the former had been
fiendish when they had power, it is more appropriate for the believers to be
Just and fair. Islam is the only religion, which does not deprive even the enemy
of justice; hence transgression will be responded with justice. If the non-
believers had failed to honour the sanctity of the forbidden and the sacred
months it does not. mean that the believers must do the same. As for the
believers it is obligatory to respect the Monuments of Allah, and the sacred
months. But ever since, the Jewish-conspired Movement of Shi‘ites has
repeatedly committed this violation against sacred monuments. The sacred
months were Shawwal, Zilq‘ad, Zilhajj and Rajab. War and fighting were
forbidden during these months and this pre-Islamic practice was upheld in the
beginning but was later considered cancelled by majority of the scholars, The
animals brought to Haram for sacrifice, and those, which are tagged to
indicate that they are sacrificial, must be taken care of. Although amongst
these were animals, which the non-believers had snatched from the
Companions™"", yet this was not the time or the place to fight as they too
were heading for Haram in search of peace and provisions and to please their
Rabb. Therefore, it did not befit the believers to hinder them until Allah
Himself prohibited them from entering Haram. However, after the Thram has
been opened the believers are allowed to hunt outside the limits of Haram.

Allah had given the believers sway over those who had wronged them to the
extent of barring them from performing ‘Umrah. But the Muslims are being
told not to stop them from performing Hajj or ‘Umrah out of vengeance. This
would be a transgression, which is neither befitting for the believers nor liked
by Allah.

Instead, the believers are being commanded to adopt the principle of helping
others in every act of piety and righteousness and not to participate or
cooperate in any sinful activity and transgression. This is a golden rule to
follow as all human beings depend on one another. Poor people need the help
of the rich whereas the rich require the co-operation of the poor, Every human
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being is born with a special temperament and every person adopts a profession
accordingly. Now if one is involved with agriculture, the other is happy being
a cobbler: someone enjoys constructing buildings while the other has mastered
the art of pottery. So much so that manpower becomes available for every
imaginable task and the entire system works smoothly only because all work

in mutual cooperation.

The socialists evolved a system in which the Government decided to designate
the responsibilities amongst people. In the first place millions of people were
killed. Those who survived and became part of the system were stripped off
human emotions. They were incapable of loving, or displaying hatred. Their
feelings were ruined. If at all they achieved some success in certain aspects, it
was at the cost of depriving millions of human beings of their emotions, a big
price to pay indeed. Now they themselves are retrieving back.

The system of the world is based upon the co-operation between human
beings, which was equally important when there were very few of them and is
extremely vital today when billions inhabit this globe. According to Al Millel
wa Nahl, nations were identified based on the geographical divisions, for
example, Eastern, Western etc. As the population increased, nationality
became associated with lineage and clans, thus mutual cooperation between
nations commenced. But woe be unto the present generation of Europe that
has failed to maintain its lineage, and started a chain of division on national
and regional basis. Then people got divided further into lingual and provincial
entities. Even the Muslims were driven into this quagmire and today stand
divided into different countries and provinces. Islam recognizes only two
nations: the believers and the non-believers. This concept is emphasized here
and Muslims are directed to extend all possible support to the one who wants
to do good while no one must be helped in sin and transgression. Dacoits,
thieves and robbers must not be cooperated with. If a Muslim wishes to do
wrong, the only co-operation that can be extended to him is to prevent him
from doing so, rather than joining him. If only people adopt this principle, the
world could become a peaceful place once again. Evil can be eliminated if not
supported and virtue can spread if it is nurtured. All this can be done only
when people fear Allah, and have a very strong relationship with Him. His
punishments are indeed very severe, and all those who participate in evil shall
be amongst the wrongdoers. They will share the punishment, while those
assisting a noble cause shall share the reward and blessings.
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Determing the Permissible and the Forbidden

Let us see which animals are forbidden for us and why? They are forbidden
because some are harmful for our physical health while others are detrimental
to our spiritual health. Some are harmful for both. Thus such animals are
termed as impure, whereas the animals permitted to eat are termed as Tayyab

(pure).

The first category of the forbidden animals is carrion i.e. those which are not
slaughtered but die a natural death or in an accident, except, according to the
Hadith, the fish and the locust. Secondly, flowing blood is forbidden either
while slaughtering or gushing out of a wound. Thirdly, the swine flesh,
including its skin, lard and bones. Fourthly, forbidden are all those animals,
which are slaughtered in anyone’s name besides Allah. In that case not only
will that animal stand forbidden, but also it will be an act of polytheism. It was
an Arab custom that animals were nominated and then slaughtered in the
names of certain idols. Yet another practice was to appropriate an animal to a
certain idol in hope of some benefit, and to later slaughter it in Allah’s Name.
The latter form is still practised by some ignorant Muslims. The scholars
unanimously agree that the former act is polytheism and the animal is rendered
a carrion, while though the latter is not strictly polytheism, yet the animal is
turned into a carrion. It is important to mention here that the proper method of
_ conveying the reward of virtuous deeds to another person is to firstly earn the
reward by spending in Allah’s Name, whether in cash or in kind, then to
dedicate that reward to either a deceased or a living person. All you have to do
is to pray to Allah to enter the reward for that particular deed into the account
of so and so.

Fifthly, forbidden is Munkhanigah or that animal which dies of suffocation,
either by being strangulated by a net or any other reason. And sixthly
Mogouzah meaning that animal which dies as a result of serious injury: a blow
from a club or a stone etc. It must be remembered that the same law applies to
a bullet as that of a stone. A bullet has a greater impact as it tears the body and
damages the tissues but still it does not cut it. Therefore, the scholars who
declare that when the shot is fired after reciting Takbir (Bismillah, Allah-o-
Akbar) the animal killed as a result is permissible even without slaughtering,
have certainly erred because a sharp edge to cut is a pre-requisite for
slaughtering. If an arrow is shot after reciting Takbir and the animal is killed
before you reach, it is permissible. However, if the tip of the arrow missed the
animal by drifting away with the wind, and had given it a fatal blow, then it
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will not be permissible as it is Mogouzah. The seventh category of forbidden
is Al Mutradiyah, which includes animals, which fall from a height or into a
well and die. The eighth category is Alnateehah, which includes those animals
killed as a result of colliding with another animal or any other object such as a
vehicle. The ninth category comprises those animals, which are killed by
beasts. However. if the animals in the aforesaid cases are slaughtered before
dying by reciting Takbir they are permissible. The tenth category of forbidden
is animals slaughtered at the idolaters’ altars. These altars were places around
the K abah dedicated to various idols, where sacrifices were made in their
names. Before the advent of Islam these were considered sacred and eaten
with great reverence; but Islam prohibited them altogether.

The eleventh category of forbidden is the act of soothsaying through dividing
arrows. This was similar to contemporary lottery. Its procedure was that
arrows were tagged with certain words such as “Yes™ or ‘No” etc. and were
kept in the custody of the caretaker of K*abah. People looking for information
on their future, would pay tributes to the caretaker who wou ld draw an arrow
for them. They acted or planned their future in accordance with what the
arrows suggested. Similarly a group of people would jointly slaughter a camel
and seek guidance through arrows on its distribution. Like the lottery, some
would get a bigger share, others a smaller one while a few would go empty
handed. It is very clear that to find out the events of the future through
palmistry, numerology, horoscopes or any other sources is forbidden.
Adopting such a profession is also strictly forbidden and so is believing in
sucl information. Many a commentators have condemned fortune telling m
harsh words while none has justified it. Yet to have knowledge of these things |
in order to counter and reject them is not bad; however, it should only be for
d=T=nee and should not be motivated by hopes for some gain.

This day the nun believers have lost all hopes of bringing an end to your |
religion. Therefore, there is no need to fear them. You must always seek My
Pleasure and assent, and be heedful of My Wrath.

The Ayat perfecting Din were revealed, at ‘Arafat, on a Friday of the Holy
Prophet’s™*" last Hajj. He was seated on his dromedary called ‘Adhba at the
foot of Jabl-e-Rahmat (Mount of Mercy) and engrossed in his post-"Asr
supplications when the process of revelation began. Such was the burden that
the dromedary could no longer bear it and sat down. “Abdullah ibn ‘ Abbas™" |
reports that these were the last Ayt revealed comprising Divine Commands. It
was a mammoth gathering, attended by 125 thousand Companions ™" after

which the Holy Prophet®*" lived for only eighty-one days. It was announced
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that Islam as Din had been perfected. This was a reward, which no preceding
nation had ever been blessed with. The Prophets™ had been continuously sent
for guidance with Scriptures but the completion was never announced. So, O’
mankind and especially O* Muslims your Din has been perfected; there will
never be any changes in it. The raising of Prophets™ and the Divine Books
were a special gift from Allah. Whereas provisions for the physical and
material maintenance are made available to all living things, special rewards
for mankind are the spiritual blessings, in the form of Prophets™ and the
Divine Revelations. Hence with the final Divine Announcement that the
blessings have reached the climax, now nothing beyond this can even be
imagined by anyone.

(Atmamtu “Alaikum N'amati) “I have completed My favour unto you and
have chosen for you Islam as the Din." There shall be no amendments,
additions or retractions in it any longer. No historical event can alter this Din.
The completion of favours means that there is no concept of any excellence
outside the pale of Islam. Allah chose Islam as the Din for Muslims, which is
the only key to salvation. Late Mufti Muhammad Shafi* has, in his Mu‘arif al
Quran (pp33-36 vol. 3), listed a very interesting discussion on Festivals and
“Eid, in this context, which is worth reading, but is being left out for fear of
protraction.

If a person is on the verge of starving to death, he is permitted to consume
from the aforesaid forbidden categories of animals, whatever is available to
him, a minimum amount that may suffice to save his life. He must have no
intention of seeking any palatial delight nor should eat to his fill but only to
save his life. Moreover, circumstances do not render these animals permissible
but it is expected that Allah will have Mercy and forgive the sin of eating the
forbidden on such occasions.

To sum up, all pure and clean things or animals are permissible except those
declared as impure and forbidden. The guiding principle is that everything is
pure and permissible unless declared forbidden by Shari‘ah.

The animals hunted by the beasts of prey trained for the purpose, whether
hounds or falcons; are also permissible; provided these are trained to hunt, and
do not prey on their own. Moreover, they must bring the prey to their master.
without nibbling at it enroute. If these beasts of prey are dispatched on their
hunting expedition after invoking Allah’s Name, then whatever they have
caught is permissible even if the animal dies before reaching the master. There
is no need for further slaughtering the animal, when it has been injured and
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has lost blood. This applies only to animals and beasts of the wilderness and
not to domesticated animals such as rabbits let loose only to be hunted by
hounds as a sport. These will not be permissible. In short, before letting the
hounds or falcons loose on prey, or before aiming an arrow or a dagger,
reciting the Name of Allah will make the animal permissible even if it dies
before being slaughtered. Hunting is permissible to the extent of necessity.
People who cannot afford to buy meat from the market can hunt for
subsistence. A very important benefit of hunting is physical exercise and
precision in shooting. In fact many of the military tactics and manoeuvres are
employed and aiming can be perfected, but care must be taken not to kill too
many animals. If hunting is done merely as a sport or pastime, it will fall under
extravagance, which is not allowed.

Allah declares that all clean and pure things are permissible. In addition, the
food of the People of the Book is permissible for the Muslims, and vice versa.
This 1ssue has been discussed at length by various scholars and all seem to
agree on the fact that food means the slaughtered animals, because there is
otherwise no restriction on trading grains, spices and other groceries with non-
believers, provided the means employed to attain them are legitimate. Since
the Ayat under discussion pertain to slaughtered animals, it makes more sense
to apply the term ‘food’ to slaughtered animals only. In that context, all
discussions conclude that besides the Jews and the Christians, no other nation
can be rightfully termed as People of the Book, whether Hindus, Sikhs or
Buddhists. One sect called Sab‘ain, reportedly the followers of Zabir
(Psalms), neither have Zabir, nor any evidence or proof of their claim. Similar
is the condition of the books of other religions; for example, the Veda of
Hindus can by no means be proven even as a distorted form of a Divine
Revelation. Therefore, only Christians and Jews can be termed as the People
of the Book.

Now as for slaughtering, firstly the Jews and the Christians of the Holy
Prophet’s™*" time, despite indulging in polytheism, used to slaughter the
animals only in Allah’s Name. Today these two nations have developed two
more vices. Firstly, their beliefs and precepts have changed. They no longer
believe in Allah and the Hereafter hence cannot be deemed as People of the
Book; they are only so by name. Their slaughtered animals are not, therefore,
permissible for the Muslims. Secondly, they have started using the forbidden
such as pork, also forbidden in their Books, so now whether they slaughter or
not is immaterial, Under the circumstances, the one who slaughters becomes a
non-belicver as he is trying to prove the forbidden as permissible, which is
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infidelity. The third vice is that the ignorant amongst the Jews recite the name
of Prophet ‘Uzair™® while the Christians recite the name of Prophet ‘Isa™ in
place of Allah’s before slaughtering their animals. Such action even if
performed by a Muslim shall render the animal forbidden; because no animal
slaughtered in the name of others than Allah can be accepted as permissible.

Similarly, the Jew and the Christian women possessing both faith and chastity
are lawful for the Muslims to be taken in marriage, so long as the Mehr is paid
and Nikah takes place as distinct from mere satisfaction of lust, or secret
concubineage. Now as regards chastity, it is something beyond imagination in
the present Western culture, while the belief in their own Books, has been
abandoned since long. The illicit relationships developed in nightclubs, are the
hallmark of their social life today. Probably the permission granted to Muslims
for marrying their women was because both religions had similar codes about
the women who could be sought in marriage and also the conditions of Nikah
were the same, such as the presence of witnesses, the mutual consent of the
couple and a public ceremony. The present unfortunate situation is better left
untouched. while the correct beliefs are rare indeed. Hence marriage with their
women can no longer be recommended. Moreover, a marriage must not be a
mere contract to satisfy sexual desire like Mut‘a, which is totally forbidden.
Just to distort and defy Islamic teachings, the Jewish sponsored Shi‘ite faction
lays great emphasis on the importance of Mut'a. In lIran separate
accommodation has been provided with every Imam Bara (place where the
Shi‘ites hold religious sermons) for the purpose.

The most important and noticeable factor is that while the slaughtered meat of
the People of the Book was permissible for Muslims and vice versa, only a
Muslim male could marry a Christian or a Jew female. A Muslim woman
cannot marry a Christian or Jew male. This is the crux of this endless
discourse. However, the permissive verdicts of this modern era to eat, drink
and marry with the People of Book emanate from those who wish to enforce
their own propensities in the name of Islam and seek to promote carnal desires
in the name of Divine rewards. It is pertinent to recall here that a Governor of
the Second Caliph ‘Umar Fariq™" who married a woman from the People of
the Book, was ordered to divorce her. The Governor wrote back seeking
clarification whether she was forbidden for him. The Caliph replied that
though she was not, it was not proper for him either. There is a chance that
through such women, waywardness may creep into Muslim households. They
may themselves be proper, but their contacts may not be, because their culture
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is corrupted. Secondly, Muslims may begin to marry them for their quasi
beauty implying preference over Muslim women: which will never be proper.

Now their society has even allowed the marriage of a male to another male.
The Church has also permitted the marriage of a son-in-law to his mother-in-
law, and that of a father-in-law to a daughter-in-law. Their staple diet is pork.
Hence there is hardly any excuse for marrying their women or eating with
them. Nevertheless, the Quranic injunction continues to prevail and if the
People of the Book remain within those limits as were at the time of the
revelation of the Quran it is all right to marry their women. On the contrary,
what they practise today is enough to classify them as non-believers; they can
no longer be called People of the Book. And remember that a Muslim who
converts to Judaism or Christianity, be cannot counted amongst People of the
Book, but will be a renegade, while those who convert from other religions to
their faith will become part of them.

In the execution of the Divine Commands, take note that Allah 15 Swift n
reckoning. And be heedful of the code that to consider forbidden as
permissible and vice versa is indeed disbelief which certainly does not befit a
believer; and such an action shall ruin his etermal life, and incur him a loss
unbearable.
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10.

11.

upon you that perhaps you may
return thanks.

And remember Allah’s favour
on you and His bond with which
He bound you firmly when you
said: we hear and we obey. And
fear Allah; surely Allah is
Knower of what is in your
breasts.

O you who believe! Be
maintainers of your pact with
Allah and witnesses in equity,
and let not the detestation for a
people incite you not to act
fairly; act fairly; that is nearer to
piety. And fear Allah; surely
Allah 1s Aware of what you do.

Allah has promised those who
believe and act righteously that
for them shall be forgiveness
and a mighty wage. |

And those who disbelieve and
belie Our signs, they shall be the
inmates of the Flame.

O you who believe! Remember
Allah’s favour on you when a
people determined to stretch
forth their hands against you,
but He withheld their hands
from you. And fear Allah, and
on Allah let the believers rely.

o o o
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Secrets of Revelation

To avoid failure in the Hereafter purity is imperative. Disbelief is synonymous
to the impurity of the heart. Each wrong act pollutes the heart until it stretches
to disbelief. Now to keep the heart clean and free of impurities it is essential to
keep the body also clean and to establish a relationship with Allah through
worship, under all circumstances. To ignore the obligatory worship is like
inviting death, rather it should be supplemented with voluntary worship and
Zikr according to one’s capacity. For the obligatory worship the body must be
clean, and the ablution must be performed. When the time for Salat
commences it becomes obligatory and so do the means and sources for its
completion, for example, ablution, clean clothes, the place, the direction of the
K abah etc.

The ablution comprises washing the face and the hands upto the elbows,
moving wet hands over the head and washing feet upto the ankles. These four
are the obligatory elements of ablution, rest are either Sunnah or preferable. If
a person is in the state of pollution, which demands the purification of the
entire body, a bath must be taken. However, if one is travelling and there is no
facility to take a bath or perform ablution, or is suffering from an illness which
may be aggravated by the use of water, then Tayemmum is to be done. This is
performed by touching clean dust with both palms, and then rubbing tangibly
on the face, and repeating the action on both arms upto the elbows, starting
from the right. This will act as the substitute for a bath or an ablution, as long
as the afore mentioned pretexts prevail.

Allah does not wish to create difficulties for people, but the real aim is to
purify the body. When people will worship Allah after cleaning themselves,
they would attain the purification of the heart. This will enable them to absorb
the Divine Lights and Refulgence. When the sun rises to spread light, stones
are least affected, but as soon as a mirror is placed before it, it shines like a
mini sun. Therefore, people must purify their hearts and adorn their breasts
with mirrors, not stones, so that He may complete His favours upon them and
they are able to thank Him. The capacity to thank Allah is by itself His
reward. So people should always remember His favours and the pledge they
have made with Him by embracing Islam. Once a person enters Islam, he in
fact promises to obey and worship Allah, to listen to and execute His
Commands with his heart and soul. The relationship with Allah must be very
strong, and must stand above all other relations, as Allah knows the hidden
secrets of the hearts.
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In fact the entire structure of reformation is based on the protection of rights
and the discharge of duties, the former being more important. But again it
depends on the fulfillment of a duty called Shahadah or testimony. This
demands an honest conveyance of the facts to the concerned authorities who
largely depend on this information for arriving at the correct judgment. The
testimony must be treated as a sacred trust, and must be passed on with
honesty. The fear of annoying a person or a community should not deter
anyone from being fair and just. Islam provides justice to enemies and friends
alike. The Divine Command enjoins that even if one has to testify against
one’s own relatives, or even if the testimony goes against one’s own self, the
truth must be told. It has also been enjoined that no one, out of personal
grudge or grievances, should testify against a person in a manner that may
damage his rights by denying him justice. There have always been two
barriers to justice. It is either the affiliations to or hatred for someone, which
compel a person to give biased testimonies, whereas a believer must be above
this. He should let his faith rule his emotions. Whatever he says should be
only for the Pleasure of Allah, rising above personal prejudices. Scholars have
included all forms of testimony under Shahadah such as a School Certificate
testifying the qualification of a person, a doctor’s Medical Certiticate about
the illness of someone and many similar matters in which decisions are based
on testimony. A vote is also a form of testimony, whereby the voter endorses
the suitability of the candidate for holding a public office. It is also a
recommendation that he will discharge his duties honestly and faithfully and
guard the rights of the citizens.

Now if a candidate proves worthy of his office and works honestly, each voter
shall be a party to his noble deeds. On the contrary, every voter will have to
share the consequences of the candidate’s wrong doings if he is a corrupt
person and unless Allah forgives us, we cannot escape it. We must repent and
for the sake of our country and the welfare of our future generations, must
always testify truthfully. Allah Commands us to do justice and not to lose
hold, as it is closest to Tagwa. It means that the instant and the very first effect
of Tagwa 1s justice and fairplay. We must adopt Taqwa, as it is the desired goal
of life. Our relationship with Allah must be strong enough to compel us to
obey Him, and refrain from annoying Him. Remember that Allah is well
Aware of our condition and none of our actions are concealed from Him.
Those who accepted Islam, that is, corrected their beliefs and practices and
adopted the path of righteousness, have been promised forgiveness and
rewards by Allah. Their responsibility i1s to act in accordance with His

Commands and the teachings of the Holy Prophet™" and to strive in His
168



Cause. The fruits of these efforts are purely a gift from Allah, and it is His
Promise that He will compensate for any human errors or short falls, as human
beings are not perfect. Allah shall forgive their mistakes and shall shower
them with His bounties beyond all proportions to their deeds. On the contrary,
if, after the revelation of the Divine Book and raising of the Holy Prophet™*"
someone opts for the wrong path and denies the Divine Ayat, he will be
condemned to Hell.

‘O’ Muslims! You must constantly remind yourselves of the favours Allah has
done to you, for you were weak and oppressed by the Quraish, the infidels and
the Jews. They had left no stone unturned to destroy you, but it was a Divine
Favour that they were all disappointed and you were gifted with power, glory,
and the rule over on empire. Now it does not befit you to be unjust and allow
any greed or fear cause any hindrance to justice. Have faith in Allah, Who has
protected you earlier. It is Him that believers must always rely upon.

Section 3
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We raised from amongst them
twelve leaders. And Allah said:
surely I am with you; if you
establish Salat and pay Zakat
and believe in My Messengers
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Allah a goodly loan, T will

expiate for you your misdeeds|

and will admit you to Gardens
beneath which rivers flow; then
he of you who disbelieves
thereafter has surely strayed
from the level way.
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13, Thus for their breach of their Y
bond We accursed them and We CEE) e r.-a-u--*p-rdut-é
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pervert the words from their
meanings and have abandoned a
good portion-of that with which
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14,

1.

16.

17.

they were exhorted. And you
will not cease to light upon
defrauding on their part, save a
few of them, yet pardon you
them and overlook them, surely
Allah loves the well doers.

And of them who say: we are
Nazarenes, We took a bond
from them, but they have
abandoned a good portion of
that with which they were
exhorted; so We have caused
enmity and hatred among them
till the Day of Judgment, and
soon will Allah declare to them
what they have been performing
all along.

O People of the Book! Surely
there has come to you Our
Messenger expounding to you
much in the Book that you used
to hide and much he passes over.
To be sure, there has come to
you from Allah a light and a
Book luminous.

With it Allah guides those who
follow His goodwill to the ways
of safety, and He brings them
forth out of darkness into the
light by His Command, and
guides them on to the right path.

Certainty they are disbelievers
who assert: Massih, son of
Maryam, is the very God
himself. Say you: who can avail
in anything against Allah, if He
meant to destroy Christ, son of
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18.

19,

Maryam, and his mother and

= ..-"‘-",-':' —; A '.-'l' - - =

those on the earth altogether? [ e ?—"“—’L"""f
And Allah’s is the kingdom of| 243l iﬂﬂj;m ”upﬂ;j tJ
the heavens and the earth and @ 2E s
what is in-between. He creates L2
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Potent over everything.
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glad tidings and a warner; and
Allah is Potent over everything.
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Secrets of Revelation

Covenants were taken by Allah from the preceding nations too. He has
blessed human beings with consciousness and intellect. The latter is & power
within the brain, which determines the needs of the physical body and finds
the means of fulfilling them. The former is the power of the heart, by using it
man can comprehend the Greatness of Allah in proportion to his own
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individual capacity. As far as the intellect, it has been given to every living
thing, and we witness it at work in our daily lives. While consciousness is the
quality of a human being alone. Like the rest of the living things, the intellect
of a person guides him to the fulfillment of physiological drives and comforts
of the world, but his consciousness tells him merely staying alive is not the
prime goal of life. He becomes aware of the fact that his aim in life is different
from that of the animals, and that all the other creations have been created to
serve him. He realizes that he has to live in this world and benefit from its
comforts but in a manner ordained by Allah. In this way the system of the
world will run smoothly and his relationship with Allah will also become
stronger,

For this purpose Allah had taken covenants from different nations through
different times, and had also promised them rewards in return. Just as Allah
took a promise from the Children of Israil; comprising twelve tribes, each
headed by a chieftain responsible for the fulfillment of the Covenant on behalf
of his tribe. This highlights the principle that a leader or a person who is
respected and followed must try to educate people to the right path and help
them to remain steadfast. It is his duty, whether he be a ruler, a religious
scholar or a saint. Allah demanded a pledge of obedience from the Children of
Israil and in return blessed them with the greatest blessing: Inni Ma ‘akum (I
am with you). Although Allah is everywhere but such a company suggests
nearness and companionship with pleasure and assent. Whether in personal
and social or national affairs, this company of the Almighty is a great reward
and the ultimate essence of Wilayah.

Mark that here the company of Allah is made conditional to the fulfillment of
promise by man, and a failure on his part shall deprive him. This indeed is the
reality of Wilayah, as the most illustrious Wali can maintain his position only
until he is obedient to Allah. If he defaults, he will no more be a Wali. This is
the crux of these Ayat that the Children of Israil, will be blessed with Allah’s
company provided they establish Salat. Probably the difference between
offering Salat and establishing it is that the former is personal, while the latter
involves the society. One’s family members and all those who can be
influenced must be persuaded to offer Salat. Such efforts will be listed under
the establishment of Salat, which is obligatory to Wilayah. Secondly, they
were instructed to pay Zakat, an obligation commonly neglected. The wealth
and property on which Zakat is payable must be taken in full account and
Zakat should not only be deducted but also delivered to the deserving. The
amount deducted forcibly by the Government may be subtracted from the
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payable Zakat, though the duty of taking it to the deserving will then rest with
the Government. The third condition laid down for the Bani Israil was to
believe in all the Prophets™ who will be sent unto them by Allah. They must
not, upon witnessing the era of a new Prophet™, disbelieve in him and deny
him lest they become non-believers. And the practical demonstration of faith
in the Prophets™ is to help them in their mission of reforming the society, in
beliefs and in practice, according to one’s capacity. It is indeed a formidable
task entrusted to them. Mere claims of help without practice and the inability
to motivate even one’s own self amounts to negation of faith as well as the
Prophets™®. In addition to voluntary spending over and above the payment of
Zakat, physical efforts for the promotion of Din is a part of helping the
Prophets™

These are the four basic conditions around which revolves the entire human
life: the worships, the beliefs, the mutual dealings and the efforts for the
reformation of the society. If the (Bani Israil) will pay heed to the above,
Allah personally will be with them. They may, however, find it difficult but if
they are keen and if they spend their surplus wealth in Allah’s Way, in acts of
charity and service of Din, rather than on lavish living, Allah will overlook
their follies committed out of human weakness, and will admit them into lofty
gardens, with rivers flowing beneath. In short they will experience eternal
peace and tranquility.

On the contrary, if after such clear explanations one does not believe and obey,
there is no doubt in his being on the wrong path leading to inevitable
destruction. When the Children of Israil broke their promise, they were duly
punished. Firstly they were accursed and deprived of Divine Mercy, and
subjected to various punishments in the form of disease, floods, rains of fires
and stones and atrocities of the tyrant rulers. Indeed they faced one hardship
after another. Secondly, the denial of Divine Mercy hardened their hearts. In
other words, whoever is denied or deposed of His Wilayah faces two kinds of
afflictions. (1) Physical and material (2) the malfunctioning of the subtle heart,
its hardening, darkening and perversion, which then begins to approve of evil,
and is reluctant to do good.

The hearts of Bani Israil were hardened and they began to tamper with the
Divine Revelations. Driven by greed and lust for power, they began to alter the
text and even the meanings of the Divine Books. They became oblivious of the
methods of attaining His Barakah and Beneficence. The malfunctioning of the
heart thus led to the collapse of the entire spiritual system. Therefore, each day
dawns upon the Holy Prophet®*¥ with yet another tale of treachery and deceit
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by these people. They were supposed to lead the world in goodness and piety.
but for the sake of petty gains, they resorted to deceit, lies, treachery with their
fellow beings, Allah and His Book. There were only a few fortunates who
were sincere, and were blessed with faith in the Holy Prophet®". The Holy
Prophet™™ nevertheless, is being asked to forgive and ignore the mischief
peculiar to these people, who have their own crooked character while his
status is much too exalted. He is to persistently convey the Message of Allah
to them. Allah likes those who are kind to others and who employ their
energies in the execution of His Commands. Those who claim to be Christians
had also made a covenant like their ancestors. Following in the footsteps of
Jews, they also violated it. Therefore, in addition to the above two
punishments, their religion was segmented into many branches where
members of one branch are not willing to tolerate those of the other. They will
continue to indulge in avarice and animosity until the Day of Judgment. It is
on that Day when Allah shall make them aware of their doings.

O’ People of the Book! The truth is that My Messenger Muhammad™"" has
arrived. He is the one raised for you as well as the entire mankind. Amongst
many evidences of his Prophethood is the fact that inspite of being unlettered;
he reveals for peoples’ benefit the facts of your Books that you had concealed.
However, he keeps to himself many details that may only disgrace you. His
remarkable character is a witness to his Prophethood. Moreover, he is escorted
by Divine Lights; the Book he brought is a light and guidance; his noble
personality, his gracious disposition and his knowledges are the beacon lights.
Whoever is a seeker of Divine Pleasure is guided by Allah to the path of
salvation through His Prophet™" and the Book he has brought. Such a person
is delivered from darkness into light and is diverted from the path of
wrongdoing to virtuous deeds. Allah makes it possible for him to tread the
right path. He makes the path to salvation in the Hereafter easier for him. This
is a proof of Allah’s Pleasure and is also known as Wilayah, that the ability to
do good is enhanced.

Those who believe in Prophet ‘Isa™ son of Maryam, as God are undoubtedly
the non-believers. They are indeed insane in taking a creation as the Creator!
How can a human being who was once helpless in the mother’s womb and
was given birth, be taken as God? The birth itself proves that the real Creator
Who gives life is someone else. They must be asked that if the Creator of
Prophet ‘Isa™, his mother Hadhrat Maryam and so many other people;
decides to inflict death upon all of them, who can dare stop Him from doing
so? Hadhrat Maryam has died and Prophet ‘Isa™® too will die after his return
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to the world. The kingdom of Allah embraces all heavens and earth and His
Commands prevail everywhere. If Prophet ‘1sa™ was born without a father it
cannot prove his divinity. He is after all a creation, while Allah is Omnipotent
and may create whoever He Pleases. Had He planned to grow people in the
fields, no one could have stopped Him. If Prophet ‘1sa™ was born without a
father, Prophet Adam™* was born without both parents. Allah is all Powerful
and Mighty and does things, as He likes.

The Jews and the Christians claim to be the Children of Allah and also His
chosen folk. Just evaluate their claims vis-a-vis their conduct; they have murky
hearts, distorted beliefs, wrong practices and are the worst devourers of usury.
They lead a sinful and infidel life which will culminate in Hell. If Allah had
children, would this have been their condition and character? He is the One
and Only Allah and is free from any constituents while the children are
constituent of the father. Then why is He constantly warning them of eternal
punishments for their beliefs? The fact is that the Jews and the Christians too
are ordinary human beings, a creation like the rest of the creations of Allah., It
is entirely upto Him that He may forgive them and guide them to good deeds,
or may punish them for their misconduct. He is the Sovereign having
complete sway over the heavens and the earth and all that is beyond. He is the
Creator of everyone, unto Whom they all shall return.

O People of the Book! My Prophet™*" has come to you after the lapse of a
long period of time since the last Prophet™®. The scholars assert that in the
past, Prophets™ were sent while there existed still some rémnants of the
earlier religion, whereas there is a gap of six hundred years between Prophet
‘Isa™ and the Holy Prophet®*". That is why this period is called ‘Ahd-e-
Fatrat” which means the era in which the: Prophetic teachings had
discontinued. In such times when the Prophetic lights or the teachings of Islam
do not reach a particular place, the followers of Christianity, Judaism or any
rituals in the name of religion may qualify for forgiveness provided they do
not adopt polytheism, as each and every speck of dust, and every leaf on the
plants bear witness to the Unity of Allah.

See how centuries of discontinuation of guidance had led the mankind astray,
away from truth. People had become ignorant, superstitious and corrupt.
Mankind was like a patient on the throes of death. It is because of this exalted
Prophet™*" of Islam that the dying was cured and blessed with health, The
entire era, the whole mankind was reformed by a single person. Now the Jews
and Christians cannot say on the Day of Judgment that no one guided them to

the right path and deterred them from the wrong. Indeed they are so
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unfortunate that they are planning to oppose him while he is the one, the long

awaited Prophet

-SAW

, the bearer of glad tidings and also the warner. The

Message he bmught for the entire mankind has been declared by Allah as the
Message of truth and guidance for all times to come. And, Insha Allah, it shall
reach and prevail all over the world; for Allah is the Most Powerful.

20.

21

22.

23.

24,

Section 4

And re-call when Misa said to
his people: O my people!
Remember the favour of Allah
on you when He made amongst
you Messengers and made you
princes, and gave to you what
He did not give to any people in
the world.

O my people! Enter the Holy
land which Allah has ordained
for you, and do not turn back,
for then you will become losers.

They said: G Misa' Verily
therein are a people high-handed
and we shall never march to it so
long as they do not depart; if
they depart, we shall certainly
march to it.

Thereupon spoke a couple of
men who feared God and whom
Allah had favoured: enter the
gate against them, then as you
enter it you will overcome, and
put your trust in God, if you are
indeed believers

Yet the people said: O Musa!
Certainly we shall never march
to it so long as they remain
there, go forth you and your
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Rabb, and fight you twain, we
remain here sitting.

25. Miisa said: my Rabb! I have no . !
control over any but myself and 3 ‘_-E“T.!Lr-"-"ﬁ”d}a \i‘-;i;:'-“ JB
my brother, so decide You @ - e
between us and this wicked
people.

26. Allah said: verily then it is
forbidden to them for forty
years, while they shall wander
about in the land, so lament not
vou over the fate of this wicked
people.

¥ o ok % 5k

Secrets of Revelation
The Degeneration of Bani Israil

Just as it is beyond human power to calculate Allah’s favours on mankind, so
is the calculation of human mistakes and errors. But one thing becomes
evident that it is indeed Allah’s Mercy, which comes to the rescue of
staggering humanity. He is so Kind and Forgiving that no one else can equal
Him. As for the Bani Israil their misconduct has been discussed in general
before; but one specific incident is particularly amazing, as it occurred at the
zenith of their golden era. It was a time when Allah’s blessings and miracles
were abundant and His exalted Prophet Miuisa™ was amongst them. Allah
commanded Prophet Miisa™ to tell his people to advance and capture the
sacred land, as Allah had destined this victory for them. By sacred land is
meant Syria which at the time also included the Dome of Rock. This land has
been the center for the raising of Allah’s Prnphets““. Probably, after the
Deluge only these areas were populated and from here mankind started to
spread to other lands. Therefore, many a Prophets™ were raised here and not
only the Dome of Rock but also the entire country has been termed as the
sacred land.

Prophet Miisa™ conveyed the Divine Command to his people with great
acumen and reminded them of the great favours and blessings of Allah. He

177



reminded them of the fact that Allah had chosen their nation to raise a
succession of Prophets™ from among them. The highest reward is the spiritual
excellence, compared to which the material benefits are of no consequence.
The climax of spiritual excellence is Prophethood, the beneficence of which
confers Companionship, while its tutelage imports Wilayah through
generations from one heart to another. They were reminded how Allah had
showered them with His blessings by raising one Prophet™ after the other.
And when this spiritual distinction is also complemented with material and
political supremacy, it is simply marvelous and a great Divine favour. So He
endowed the Bani Israil with kingship and empire and at times even appointed
a Prophet™ as the king. What a glorious period it would be when the State
power also belonged to a Prophet™. Or else the governance was given to the
servants of the Prophets™, together with spiritual excellence and material
progress of the nation as a whole. No contemporary nation was blessed with
such bounties.

When the Bani Israil were subjected to the Pharaoh’s folk they were in a
miserable state, and were deprived of all human rights. Allah raised Prophet
Miisa™, and they witnessed how Pharaoh, despite all his power and might,
faced humiliation at every enccunter. Even his court magicians abandoned him
and embraced the religion of truth. And finally he was drowned along with his
forces. Allah granted power and control to Bani Israil. He gave them the Book
even after they had indulged in calf worship. He forgave them and accepted
their repentance and they started ruling the country wherein they were not
even treated as human beings. He wished to bless them further. His Law is
that one must employ all possible means to achieve a goal, leaving the
outcome or the reward to Him. Striving is voluntary while the rewards are
bestowed. Allah had decided to give them control over entire Syria. They
were only required to advance into it, earn the merit of Jihad and also to
expand the boundaries of their kingdom. They were warned against turning
their backs on Jihad lest they suffer, for if Allah could bless them so much, He
could punish them too, for any laxity in His obedience. They set out for their
mission but halfway between Egypt and Syria, decided to send some men to
obtain intelligence on the dwellers of the city, their troops and defensive
arrangements. For this purpose the lot were drawn which confined the choice
to the chieftains. As to which city it was, the Commentators quote thrce or
four names, but whatever it was, it certainly was a major city of Syria, which
if conquered would have led to the fall of the entire country.
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When the chieftains were heading towards the city they came across a native,
The natives were known as ‘Amalgah and were a dynasty of the few survivors
from the People of ‘Ad, well known for their stature and physique. The
chieftains were scared and when he cross-questioned them, they panicked. The
native arrested them and took them before his leader. When they saw people
of such strength with a well-equipped Army they lost their nerve. The
‘Amalgah thought that it would be unwise to kill them as they, on return,
would certainly frighten and demoralize their people who are planning an
attack on them. On release, they made their way back and related their ordeal
to Prophet Miuisa™®. They also informed him that the enemy were as if made of
iron. The Prophet™ pacified them and reminded them of Allah’s Promise of
victory for which they had only to march forward. He bid them not to be
afraid, not to scare others from Jihad and not to mention their experience to
the rest of the people. But they disobeyed, except for two of them. Each one
confided to his close friend telling him to keep the secret to himself and so
gradually the news spread on. Today, the Jews indulge in tall talk while their
ancestors had said: “O Masa, the people of that city are very strong, we cannot
fight them. A human being can fight his kind but how can we bump our heads
against mountains! How can we possibly fight such people when a single man
from them had captured our twelve chieftains. However. if they vacate, or if
Allah puts them in such a trouble that they are forced to run away; only then
we shall enter the city.”

The two chieftains, who had not given away the secrets to ‘Amalqgah, tried
their best to persuade the people. Inspite of being from the same stock they not
only remained steadfast but also had the honour to invite others to the truth.
This was because they feared Allah, and their actions were based on sincerity
and not on false pretence. They were blessed and rewarded by Allah and their
hearts and temperaments were made receptive to the Prophetic lights. Had
their actions been for pretence, they would have behaved like the other ten
chieftains. However, they tried their level best to make their people understand
that the ‘Amalgah were indeed afraid of them and had they been courageous
they would have killed all the twelve chieftains but they let them come back to
their people to create panic in order to prevent the impending attack. Once
attacked from one gate of the city, they will escape and run away from the
other and we shall be victorious. Besides, the faith calls for a complete trust in
Allah, Who has promised victory through His Prophet™, and many promises
having been fulfilled afore, there is no justification for retreating. But they did
not budge an inch and said: “O Miisa! As long as those people are in the city
we shall not enter it. You can fight as your Rabb is with you. Let Him fight
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while we wait here. The least we can do is that we shall not go back from here
but marching forward is out of question™ What a nation! They went on: “O’
Misa™! Your Rabb is strange indeed. We were down trodden but at least we
were living; He delivered us from that humiliation, saved us from the Pharaoh.
He could have drowned us then but what is the reason for bringing us here and
condemning us to death? All we can see around us is death; whereas life. of
course, is much better than death. Granted that we were leading a miserable
life, but at least we were living. We will wait here for the outcome while you
and your Rabb fight them.”

They camped at a plain between Egypt and Syria. Prophet Miisa™® prayed: “O
Allah! I only have control over my own self and my brother but these wicked
people are beyond my control. Kindly intervene to inform us whether we
separate from them, and fight alone.” Allah answered that since they
themselves have opted to sit back so let them be here as a punishment for forty
years. Now even if they want to, they cannot get out. Hence they got stranded
in a ninety-miles long and twenty seven-miles wide valley. For forty years the
Bani Israil roamed aimlessly in all directions trying to find an exit, but failed.

Although they had displayed impudence a couple of times before and each
time they were forgiven after intercession by Prophet Miisa™; yet every time
they had to undergo punishments in atonement. On worshipping the calf, they
had to suffer death and now on turning their backs to Jihad they were confined
for forty years, without any police, handcuffs or prison. Purely by Allah’s Will
that their journey would always end up at the starting point! This went on for
forty years, a generation went by, even Prophets Misa™* and Haroon™* passed
away.

Now Yousha** bin Nun (Joshua) was raised as a Prophet™. Under his
leadership the city was stormed and conquered and Syria was brought under
the rule of Bani Israil. An important point is highlighted here. Whenever a
Prophet™ is disobeyed, the worldly losses cannot be averted even if the
Prophet™ forgives the disobedient. The same is true of the relationship
between a seeker and the Shaikh. Even if the Shaikh forgives the seeker and
the spiritual stations are maintained, worldly losses cannot be averted,

Nevertheless, the Bani Israil enjoyed the company of two Prophets™ and also
of those sincere people who had remained loyal to the Prophets™®. Because of
this, they were granted the capacity to repent, which saved their eternal life
and ameliorated it, besides yielding several worldly gains. For instance if they
complained of heat, clouds would overshadow them wherever they went.

180



When they needed water, twelve springs gushed out from a small rock. This
rock was a medium sized stone, which they carried along as they travelled, and
whenever water was required the Prophet™ struck it by his staff and the water
gushed out. For food, Mann and Salwa were sent down from the heavens. For
lighting purposes, Prophet Miisa’s™ staff pegged in the ground would light up
the entire plain. In the beginning, Prophet Miisa™ was aggrieved by this
punishment; probably its severity was unexpected. But punishment is always
commensurate to the misdeeds. When the Bani Isrdil disobeyed Allah and His
Prophet™ and opted to sit back; they were condemned to such a confinement
that an entire generation passed by. Prophet Miisa™ was comforted by Allah
and told not to worry for the wrongdoers. Nevertheless, He continued to
shower His blessings on them, because of his presence amongst them.
Cenrtainly, such is the benefit of the company of the noble people.

Section 5
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32.

33.

he killed him and became of the
losers.

Then Allah sent a raven
scratching in the earth to show
how he might cover the corpse
of his brother. He said: woe unto
me! I am incapable of being
even like this raven so that |
might cover the corpse of my
brother. And he was of the
remorseful.

Because of that We prescribed
to the Children
whoever Kills a person, except
for a person, or for corruption in
the land, it shall be as if he had
killed all mankind, and whoever
brings life to one it shall be as if
he had brought life to all
mankind. And assuredly there
came to them Our Messengers
with evidences, yet even after
that many of them are acting in
the land extravagantly.

The recompense of those who
wage war against Allah and His
Messenger, and go about in the
land making mischief is only
that they shall be slain or
crucified or their hands and their
feet be cut off on the opposite
sides, or be banished from the
land. Such shall be their
humiliation in this world, and in
the Hereafter theirs shall be a
torment mighty.
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Secrets of Revelation

The Holy Prophet™*" is being instructed to recount to the people, the story of
the two sons of Prophet Adam™ with truth and accuracy, without any
additions; for certainly the Holy Prophet™*" has been rightfully raised, with
the truth. And his reporting is based on what Allah has revealed to him, which
is nothing but the truth! The slightest deviation from the truth does at times
lead nations to downfall. As the impact of these historical accounts is always
far reaching, the truth must be carefully guarded and the reader and the
listener should also carry out their own probes.

This account pertains to the time when both offered a sacrifice. The
Commentators have, after much research, summarized the event as follows.
When Prophet Adam™® and his spouse met on earth, and had children, they
were always blessed with twins, a male and a female. Since there were no
other human being on the earth, the twins were considered as real brother and
sister and could not be married to one another. However, they could marry to
the other pair born to their parents. The names of these two sons are recorded
as Qabil and Habil (Cane and Abel). Qabil’s twin sister was comparatively
more beautiful than Habil’s. Qabil insisted that he would marry his own twin
sister and that the one born with Habil should be married to him. Prophet
Adam™ told him that it was impossible, as Shari‘ah did not allow it, but Qabil
was adamant. Therefore, Prophet Adam™ decided that the girl would stay in
his custody and both the brothers should each offer a sacrifice. Whoever’s
sacrifice was accepted by Allah, would get the girl. The procedure for offering
sacrifice was that the animal or the goods offered as sacrifice were left in an
open field and the one accepted by Allah would be bumnt to ashes by a fire
from the heavens.

If, on the other hand, the sacrifice was not acceptable to Allah, the offering

would be left unmolested. The sacrifice offered by Habil was accepted,

whereas that of Qabil remained intact. Allah had decided in favour of Habil

but Qabil did not accept it from his heart and threatened to kill his brother.

Habil tried to cool him down and told him that Allah accepts those actions
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which are done with sincerity and he had offered his sacrifice in sincerity with
the intention of pleasing Allah and accepting whatever verdict Allah would
give. This was not the case with Qabil; all he cared for was the girl. He was
not seeking Allah’s Pleasure and though the action looked like worship, yet
the inner motive was to have the girl. That is why Allah rejected his sacrifice.
This Ayah makes even the most righteous shiver and pray that Allah may
accept his deeds, as the conditions of acceptance are not easy.

Habil tried his best to persuade Qabil not to transgress but when he saw his
determination to kill, he addressed him: “If you have decided to kill me, I will
still not try to cause any harm to you as Allah does not approve of such
conduct. He, Who is the Creator of the entire universe and is the Provider for
all; for me it is easy to lay down my life than to annoy Him. [ also think that if
you transgress, you will be a sinner and if you kill me, you shall bear the
burden of my mistakes too. This burden will take you to Hell which is the
abode of a transgressor.” Habil’s gentle behaviour and the evil whispers of
Qabil’s soul further instigated him to kill his brother. And so he did! This was
the very first murder amongst humanity; and also the first rivalry.

Now that Qabil had murdered his brother, the feelings of guilt overwhelmed
him; the feeling which surrounds every sinner after committing a sin. Since at
that time there was yet no knowledge how to bury the dead, Qabil did not
know what to do with the dead body. Allah sent a crow to demonstrate to him
how the burial was to take place. The crow dug the soil with its claws and
buried a dead crow in it. Qabil ruefully realized that he possessed less sense
than even a crow. He buried his brother but his conscience kept on pricking
him.

Allah made it clear to the Bani Israil that anyoné who Kkills another person
without any lawful excuse, out of mischief, shall be deemed as the murderer of
the entire mankind thus qualifying for the punishment for killing the entire
mankind on a single killing. Similarly if a person saves a fellow being from
being unlawfully killed, he saves the entire mankind. However, saving a
person from execution if he has been sentenced to death by a court of law for
committing a crime; or saving the life of a non-believer at war with the
Muslims in the battlefield is by itself a grave sin. Allah sent a chain of
Prophets™ to the Bani Israil with clear Commandments but the majority of
that nation opted for transgression and misconduct. Often they would boast of
their lineage or of the meritorious deeds they never did. Although they had
been told from the very beginning that the condition of acceptance with Allah
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is Tagwa and sincerity, neither lineage nor false pretence could impress Allah,
yet these people were extremely unfortunate and did not reform themselves.

Crime and Punishment in Islam

The rule is that whoever intends to violate the laws laid down by Allah and
his Messengers™ indeed wages a war against them. Such 1ebels who create
mischief and unrest in the land, kill and plunder people and are a menace for
the public safety, must suffer three types of punishments laid down by
Shari‘ah. The first is Hadiid, the second Qisas and the third is termed as
T*azirat (penalties). Hadid are enforced on such crimes where the rights of
Allah are injured more than the rights of the fellow beings. Here the
punishment is fixed by Allah. The judge only records evidence while the
punishment is already determined. Hadtd are enforced on, decoity. theft,
adultery, false accusation of adultery, and drunkenness. If evidence is adequate
the punishment will be awarded in full according to the Shari‘ah. For even if
for instance, in case of a robbery, the victim forgives the thief, the sentence
will still be carried out.

If a person is murdered after being attacked with the intention of looting but
could not be robbed, the criminals shall be awarded death. If they had also
plundered, they shall be hanged. If the victim was plundered but not killed, the
assailant’s hand and foot shall be amputated from opposite sides. However, if
the criminal simply attacked but failed to plunder or kill he is to be
imprisoned. The second type of punishment is Qisas, in which the rights of a
person are predominantly affected. For example, if a person is murdered or
injured, and the heir of the victim forgives the killer, there will be no
punishment. However, the authorities may confine the killer or sentence him
to imprisonment at their own discretion as the safety of others is also the
responsibility of the Government.

The third type of punishments are known as T*azirat or penalties which are
awarded on crimes, apart from those mentioned above, by the judge or the
court at their discretion. The sentence is passed by the court on merits of each
case. It must, however, be carefully noted that the entire code of punishments
has been laid down to make the criminal earn the well deserved abasement
because of the crime he has committed, rather than allowing him to put up the
facade of an honourable citizen. Such pretenders will be duly punished in the
Hereafter. If a group of people rebel against the Government and the law, but
beg forgiveness before arrest, the Government should pardon them. But if they
beg forgiveness after being arrested, they will be duly punished, while their
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repentance can help them in the Hereafter. The Unity of Allah and His
worship can be best practised in an environment of peace and security.
Otherwise, what effect will the sermons have on people when there is loot and
unrest all around? When the land is Allah’s and the creation is His too, and all
the blessings belong to Him, the One to be feared must also be Allah! The
foremost duty of Islamic Government is that it should not allow anyone to play
with the feelings of others.

Islam has listed crimes in various categories and has suggested corresponding
punishments, with reference to the severity of each. There are three levels:
Hadud, Qisas and T'azirat. Where the rights of Allah as compared to the
rights of humans are hurt more, the punishment has been fixed by Him. These
are termed as Hadud and apply to crimes like, robbery, theft, adultery, false
accusation of adultery and drunkenness. These are the five crimes. and if there
is ample evidence and all the conditions are met, the court cannot alter the
punishment in any form. It is not authorised to do so. Although the option of
repentance is open yet the Hadid will be enforced. The repentance can
however, benefit in the Hereafter, and may also become a source of better
conduct in the future. The conditions of enforcing the Hadiid must be fulfilled.
For example, to convict someone of theft, it is a must that the stolen goods are
someone else’s property without any share of the person who stole them.
Secondly, the goods were kept secure, as in a lock, and the person taking them
away was never permitted by the owner to take the goods. If the owner had
allowed the person to use the goods and he decided to take them away, the
theft will not be proved. |

These details are available in Figh. If the guilt is proven, and adequate
evidence is provided, the Hadiid will be enforced. If there is the slightest doubt
whether or not a certain crime falls under the category of Hadid, or if the
evidence is suspicious Hadtid will not be enforced, though it does not mean
that the criminal will be let free. Such cases will revert to T*azirdt. On the
other hand, if the guilt is proved, the Hadiid will be enforced even if the victim
or relevant person forgives the guilty.

The second category of punishments is, Qisas which applies to the rights of
the human beings and includes everything from injury to murder. The
punishment is tooth for tooth, and murder for murder. The murderer will be
taken as an ordinary citizen even if an upper class person kills a slave. If heir
of the victim forgives the killer, the sentence will be averted. If even a single
heir out of many forgives the killer the Qisas sentence is suspended, and if all
the heirs forgive, the entire punishment is averted. Now if the killer repents,
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his sins are also washed off, but the case will not be dismissed but passed on
to the penal courts under T*azirat, who will decide whether to let the criminal
go free or to confine him behind bars, or to fine him for admonition.

The third category of punishments is T"azirat, which applies to crimes wherein
the rights of Allah as well as of the people and above all, those of the
Government are affected. The punishment on such crimes is determined by the
Government, which must neither violate the Divine Laws nor the Din nor the
Sunnah. The real aim of punishment is to establish peace and protect the rights
of people. This is why the door to repentance has been left ajar, and with every
word the importance of faith in Allah, and a consciousness of His Greatness is
reiterated. Together with this, the eternal life is mentioned in a very loving
manner advising not to risk the eternal life over the short lived and temporary
pleasures of this world. Those influenced by the West assert that the Islamic
punishinents are barbaric, without realizing that such an utterance is by itself
an act of disbelief. They must first analyse the crime rate in Europe. Inspite of
the fact that the entire machinery of the government works with dedication, it
fails to curtail the rate of crime. And the irony is that they do not list adultery,
sodomy or gambling as crimes unless force is used. Is there still need for
dynamite to blast away moraliy?

The Blessings of Islamic Law

Talking of murder, robberies and theft; take the example of the greatest
champion of human rights, the United States of America. In New York the
average murder rate is two per day. Theft and mugging are rampant to an
extent that it is.dangerous to carry even a ten-dollar bill in the pocket. In case
of a flat tyre, if the vehicle is left on the road unattended even for an hour, on
return one may only find the frame of the car with everything else stolen. This
is the security they can provide despite working with full zeal and with latest
technology available. Now if you visit the Arab States, where Hadud "are
enforced, though not fully, there are shops laden with stocks worth millions,
having only glass windows which can be smashed easily, but no one breaks in.
No one dares to lay his hands on the other, or to take anyones’ possessions
unlawfully. Today if there is place anywhere on the face for this earth, it is in
the Arab States. How many people have you seen there with amputated hands
and legs? I have often visited these States, sometimes thrice in a year, and over
the last fourteen years | have witnessed only a single incident of Qisas. The
crime is almost non-existent. Islam indeed is the only panacea of salvation and
its punishments alone can help in the establishment of peace on Allah’s earth.
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36.

37.

38.

39.

Section 6

O you who believe; fear Allah
and seek approach to Him. And
strive hard in His Way that
haply you may thrive.

Surely those who  have
disbelieved, if they possessed all
that is in the earth and with it as
much again to ransom
themselves thereby from the
torment on the Day of
Judgment, it shall not be
accepted of them, and theirs
shall be a torment afflictive.

They will long to escape fum
the Fire, but they shall nc. be
able to escape from it, ar.d theirs
shall be a torment lasting.

As for the man-thief and the
woman-thief, cut off their hands
as a recompense for what they
have eamed a deterrent
punishment from Allah; and
Allah is Mighty, Wise.

Then whoso repents after his
wickedness and makes amends
Allah shall certainly relent
towards him. Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful.

Do you not know that Allah’s is
the kingdom of the heavens and
the earth? He chastises whom
He will, and He forgives whom

He will; and Allah is Potent

over everything.
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41.

42.

43.

O Messenger! Let not those
grieve you who hasten toward
infidelity from among those who
say with mouths: we believe, vet
their hearts do not believe, and
from among those who are
Judaised: listeners to falsehoods,
listeners to another people who
do not come to you; they distort
the words from their places,
saying. If what you are given is
this, accept it, and if that is not
given you, be on your guard.
And you shall not avail against
Allah in anything anyone whom
Allah wishes to try. These it is
whoso hearts He would not
purify; to them is humiliation in
this world, and to them in the
Hereafter there shall be a
torment mighty.

Listeners are they to falsehood
and devourers of the forbidden.
So if they come to you either
judge between them or tum
away from them. And if you
turn away from them, they shall
not be able to harm you in
anything; and if you judge,
judge between them with equity:;
verily Allah loves the equitable.

And how will they ask you for
judgment, while they have the
Torah, in which 1s Allah’s
Judgment? And they turn away
thereafter! They are no believers
at all.
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Secrets of Revelation

The address to those claiming faith continues. The Quranic style of speech
here is charming indeed, when it says: O you who believe!™ This expression
connotes affection, love and advice, and stresses upon the believers to
renounce sin, abandon Allah’s disobedience and not to allow the relationship
between them and Allah weaken; rather to strive for strengthening it. For this
purpose, one must find means of approaching Allah, termed as Wasilah.

Reality of Wasilah

According to scholars the meaning of Wasilah is to be joined in love, if it is
written with s. as here, and if it is written with s (see the difference in the
Transliteration) it will mean an absolute joining without hinting at any under
lying emotions. Here it calls for such actions which increase Allah’s Love in
the heart, and by which Allah will take the seeker as His beloved. According
to the Quran: “Follow me (the Holy Prophet®*") and Allah shall love

you(3:31).

If you fulfill your obligations and restrain yourself from sin as commanded by
the Holy Prophet™*", Allah shall start loving you. If you complement them

- with Sunnah and voluntary Salat, as was the practice of the Holy Prophet>**.
Allah shall love you even more. Next in order are those neutral practices for
which no hard and fast method has been fixed in Shari‘ah. They are
permissible, but include those acts which were not practised by the Holy
Prophet™"" as a routine throughout his life. Conforming to his way of dressing
also falls under the same category. Once Hadhrat ‘Umar Fariig™*" had a new
shirt with longer sleeves. He sent for a knife and asked his son to cut off the
extra length. The son said that he would get a scissors, but Hadhrat *Umar™*"
insisted on using the knife as once the Holy Prophet**" had done so. It is quite
possible that the Holy Prophet™*" may have used a knife due to the non-
availability of scissors but Hadhrat ‘Umar™" had a choice. Nevertheless,

following the Holy Prophet’s>*" comprehensively was extremely important to
him.

When Hadhrat Ibn-e-"Umar®™*" was an old man, he was on his way to Hajj
riding a camel. Suddenly. he bent down touching the packsaddle and sat up
straight again. Those accompanying him asked the reason behind this action.
He told them that there used to be a tree there, and “s the Holy Prophet®** had
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passed by he had bent down on his camel in a similar manner to avoid the
branches. “But the tree is no longer here,” he was asked. He replied "Even if
the tree stands no more, the gestures of the Holy Prophet™"" stand todate, to
be followed. What do we have to do with the tree””

If this level of adherence to the Holy Prophet™" even in neutral acts is
practised, Allah’s love too will multiply manifolds. This love will be initiated
from Allah’s side and it is characteristic of His Love, that when it is received,
a person, in turn, starts loving Him. Even in evervday life if we love someone
he will also reciprocate, and if we hate someone without even uttering a word,
he too will begin to hate us. Following the Holy Prophet™*" in an endeavour
to qualify for Allah’s Love is the reality of Wasilah. Similarly, any action
helpful in approaching Allah shall be a Wasilah. An intermediary or any
human being helping in His Path will also be Wasilah, such as the Prophets™,
the Companions™", the Aulia™*, the pious and the righteous scholars. It is
true that one’s good deeds can be referred to while praying to Allah, since
deeds are also a creation. Praying through the Wasilah of pious people is also
permissible; so long as the motive is pure. One should not sell the honourable
names of the Prophets™ and the righteous for some petty mundane benefits.
The Wasilah should only be sought for the sake of Allah, to seek His Pleasure
and to struggle in His Cause. If Wasilah is available, but there is no struggle,
optimum results cannot be obtained.

This should be ascertained from those who have had the opportunity to benefit
from the company of an accomplished Shaikh, but for some reason it
discontinued altogether or the time gap between the meetings drew longer.
The spiritual states in this case tend to weaken. To benefit from Wasilah, be it
good deeds or a pious person, one’s personal efforts, are the pre-requisite.
Jihad with sword is obligated by necessity. It may become an individual or a
collective obligation, depending upon the prevailing circumstances. But Jihad
with one’s own soul to cultivate virtue and repel evil is a never ending process.
Therefore. strive in the Cause of Allah, and work hard for success both in this
world as well as in the Hereafter. When the Quran mentions success, it
embraces personal, family, and national life extending te after life and the Day
of Resurrection. The worldly affluence, in comparison, means nothing. For,
firstly it is impossible that the entire wealth of the world may ever accumulate
in one hand. And even if the non-believers amass all the wealth of the world
and even if they double it, it will not suffice as ransom on the Day of
Judgment. Allah will not accept anything because everything belongs to Him
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and they are not offering any personal belonging The logical outcome of
disbelief is punishment. A desire to find an outlet from the Hell will always
pique the non-believers, but they will never succeed. Eternal torment and
perpetual pain is their destiny. Therefore, it is very important to abandon
wrongdoing, and obey Allah; to love Him and win His Love. To achieve this
one must put his heart and soul and his very life in His Cause. This is not an
ordinary affair. The wealth is mundane and will not be of any help in the
Hereafter, but Allah’s Love will entitle a person to behold His Splendour and
have the honour of a dialogue with Him. Do take a note of the difference.

Equality of Sexes in Shari‘ah

If either a man or a woman is proven guilty of theft, his or her one hand is to
be cut off. This is the punishment for the wrongdoing and also a lesson for
others from Allah, to help keep the society reformed and justice established.
This can be possible only when Allah’s Love, His Fear and His Obedience are
kept in sight while doing justice. Allah prevails over everything and it is His
Wisdom that He has put human beings to trial and set standards. The option to
repent is kept open, which will not remit the punishment in this world.
However, if to seek Allah’s Nearness and avert humiliation on the Day of
Judgment, a grave sinner repents and reforms himself, He certainly accepts
such repentance. The real essence of repentance is the reformation of one’s
conduct. Verbal utterances of repentance do not mean anything. Sincere
repentance is accepted by Allah, as He is Forgiving and the Most Merciful.

O, the one addressed! Don’t you know that the real power and authority over
the universe rests with Allah. He can punish whoever and however He
Pleases; and forgives whoever He will. See how Patient and Kind He is; that
He puts up with worthless human beings who attain mundane powers for a
limited period and forget Him. They live on His land, eat from His provisions
and still disobey Him. Although He is Omnipotent and can do anything He
pleases; and does not need anyone’s permission nor assistance; yet He
forgives and overlooks such misdeeds. Similar generosity will also be
displayed on the Day of Judgment. However, if some unfortunate person dies
without ever seeking His Forgiveness, then he has been extremely unkind to
his own self. If he has died as a non-believer, his destiny is Hell, but if he died
as only a sinner he still has a hope; as Allah’s Mercy is extremely vast.
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Praise is to Allah! What a loving way of addressing the believers! Here the
Holy Prophet>™ is being addressed with brimming affection: "0 Prophet™*"!
Do not be grieved for those who instead of drawing on your grace stumble
head-on into disbelief. This is with reference to the hypocrites. who embrace
faith in Allah with their tongues but their hearts do not accept it. Also the
Jews. who are no less unfortunate. The Holy Prophet™>" being a symbol of
mercy for the entire universe. it was naturally paintul for him to see even a
single person getting wasted. This is an encouraging factor for those erring
people, who may have thousands of faults, but are M uslims after all. They do
possess the spirit to serve the Holy Prophet™*". Such people shall be blessed
by Allah and will not be deprived of His Prophet’s™™" affection. The real faith
is within the heart. Sincerity of the heart should be at the base of all actions.
The level of sincerity determines the level of reward. Therefore. all Sufi
Orders lay great emphasis on Zikr-e-Qalbi because once the heart iIs initiaied
the rest of the task is easy. If it is not. all actions go waste.

As for the Jews. they are so unfortunate that listening to falsehood is their
second nature. Their hearts have turned so black that they prefer the pack of
lies fabricated by their scholars over the truth. That is why they do not accept
the Din preached by the Holy Prophet®*". Here it is a clear waming that if
anvone, be he a religious leader or a saint. promotes rituals against the
teachings of the Holy Prophet>**, he must be refuted and countered. The Jews
also had the bad habit of causing mischief and spying. They attend the
audience of the Holy Prophet®** only to collect information for passing it on
to the enemies of the Muslims. But they are so wicked that also lie to them. In
Madinah these Jews came into direct contact but even in the Makkan period.
their sole aim was to create hindrances for the Holy Prophet®*". The Jewish
scholars used to arm the Makkan infidels, with questions and objections to be
raised before the Holy Prophet®*. Some of these mischievous questions have
been recounted in the Quran. These Jews also tried time and again to instigate
the Makkans to attack Madinah. They brought Choesroes and Caesar against
Islam and after their defeat set up an anti-Islam Movement within Islam called
the Shi-ite Movement. The establishment of this Movement took quite a iong
time though, with its basic literature emerging in the third and the fourth
century Islam todate continues to be ke a thorn in the hearts of the Jews.
May Allah protect Islam and Muslims against their mischief!

In Madinah. a murder had taken place amongst the Jews, who had taken to
laws discriminating between the rich and the poor. If a person from their tribe
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of Banii Quraizah Killed a person from the rich Jewish tribe of Banii Nadhir,
two persons from Banu Quraizah would be killed in lieu and the blood money
would also be doubled. Since Banii Nadhir were rich, if anyone of them killed
a person from BanQ Quraizah, only the blood money due will be payable.
Once a prince committed adultery in Khyber: and he was let free after verbal
censure. Had it been a commoner they would have stoned him to death. People
protested against this act of injustice, which was even against the Jews™ own
Book. To quieten the upheaval, the Jews presented the case to the Holy
Prophet®>**. They intended to accept the Holy Prophet®* verdict if it
conformed to their own desires, and to reject ‘it otherwise. To obtain the
verdict of their choice. they used the services of some hypocrites along with
some Jews. who wanted to manipulate the verdict in their favour by coaxing
the Holy Prophet™*"

Allah informed His Prophet™" of the conspiracy of both the groups - the
hypocrites in the garb of Muslims and the Jews. These people possessing
hearts blackened by their evil deeds wanted 1o deceive him. When Allah
condemns such people. even the Holy Prophet™" cannot help them out as
they have, by choice, ingested so much poison that the cure is out of the hands
of a doctor. These are the people whose hearts Allah does not ever intend to
cleanse. He is so annoyed by their misdeeds that He does not choose such
hearts for His Zikr and for His Lights. Thus they are denied all opportunities
to repent: and for them awaits humiliation in this world and a painful doom in
the Hereafter. These are the people who are addicted to hearing falsehood and
devouring the unlawful. Listening to lies actually means that the truth is
ignored and rituals and innovations are promoted as part of Din. Yet listening
to every lie leaves an impact. The damage of the former is very severe and
immediate, while the effects of lies commonly heard in everyday life are
relatively less harmful. Imagine how harmful would it be to tell lies, when just
listening is so devastating? And mark that the intake of unlawful food darkens
the heart and freezes the ability to do good!

Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shaf*T™"* writes that Sufar means that amount
which one receives against the task for which he is already receiving a salary.
For example if officers, policemen or other salaried employees take money for
doing the duties assigned to them against their salaries, it would fall under
Suhat. If they take money .0 do something illegal it is bribe (Rishwat). In the
latter case both persons, the one offering as well as the one receiving the bribe
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will be equally guilty. This was the in and out of the Jews. They are, however,
not the citizens of the Islamic State nor there exists any Pact or Treaty with
them. So if they come to him for a hearing, it is entirely up to him to grant it,
or refuse it because it is not his responsibility. However, if the hearing is
accepted, justice must be done, for Allah loves the just. Islam does not
entertain friends and foes where justice is in question. It is only concerned
with truth and falsehood. The judgment must always be guided by the truth:
for this is what Allah likes, even if the truth favours the non-believer. And
when the Jews have their own Book why do they wish to come to him for a
verdict? Is guidance over this issue not available in their Book or are they
trying to evade it? The Holy Prophet™"" decided the case justly over which the
Jews squabbled a great deal. The Holy Prophet™*" told them to call their most
learned person. Hence Ibn-e-Suriya, their well-known scholar, was summoned.
The Holy Prophet®*" asked him to swear by the Torah and tell what was the
punishment for an adulterer therein. He confessed that in fact a prince had
committed that offence, and was spared after verbal admonition instead of
being stoned to death. Thus double standards of justice were laid, one for the
poor and the other for the prwlleged Otherwise, he added that the verdict
passed by the Holy Prophet®*" was in accordance with what is given in Torah.

The Jews, who had reverted to disbelief by defying their own Divine Book,
plunged deeper into infidelity by denying the Holy Prophet™™". It is a wonder
in what will such people believe before life deserts them!

Section 7
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45.

47.

by what Allah has sent down, it
is they who are the infidels.

And We enjoined for them in it;
life for life. eve for eve, nose for|
nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth,
and " injuries in reprisal. And
whoever forgoes it; this shall be
for him an expiation. And he
who does not judge according to
what Allah has sent down, it is
they who are the wrongdoers.

And in their footsteps We
caused ‘Isa, son of Maryam, to
follow, confirming what went
afore him, the Torah, and We
gave him Bible, in which was
guidance and light, confirming
what preceded it, the Torah, and
a guidance and an admonition to
the God-fearing.

And let the people of the Bible
judge by what Allah has sent
down in it, and he who does not
judge according to what Allah
has sent down, it is they who are
the Fasiqin.

And We have sent down the
Book to vou with truth and
confirming what has preceded it
of the Book, and as a guardian
over it. So you judge between
them according to what Allah
has sent down, and do not
follow their desires away from
what has come to vou of the
truth. To every one of you We
have ordained a law and a way;
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and had Allah so willed, He £ a0ns
would have made you all a @ ""’"'( R
single community, but He willed
it not, in order that He may try
you by what He has given you.
Hasten therefore to virtues; to
Allah is the return of you all;
then He shall declare to you
regarding what you have been
disputing.
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turn away, know you that Allah
wishes to afflict them for some
of their sins. And verily many of
the mankind are transgressors.
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Secrets of Revelation

We blessed the Jews with Torah. It, too, was a Divine Revelation containing
both guidance and light. Guidance means leading the life in accordance with
Allah’s Pleasure as enjoined by Him. Although light also refers to the same,
vet, in actuality, it denotes the feelings and blessings associated with each and
every word of the Book. Just as we depend on a teacher to explain the
meanings of the Book, similarly we have to acquire the light, for without it,
sincerity of the hearts and Allah’s nearness are not possible. He, who has been
blessed with these feelings acts in a much better way than he who is not so
fortunate. A similar message is conveyed by Hadith, that if a Companion™*"
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gives away a handful of barley in charity, a successor cannot equal him in
reward even if he gives away gold equal to Mount Uhad.

Companion™" is a term used only for a person who directly received
beneficence from the company of the Holy Prophet™*" . and because of that his
faith became very strong. He attained a unique level of humility and became
an exemplary Muslim in terms of honesty, trustworthiness and high moral
values. Besides, this excellence can only be acquired through love. Just as the
teachings of the Holy Prophet®" were spread word for word so were the
Barakah and the lights, or the spiritual states transmitted from his sacred heart
to the Companions™" hearts. Then those who availed their company with
sincerity and with the objective of acquiring these blessings were successful
their pursuit. This was the way this ethereal bounty was preserved and
transferred from breast to breast over the centuries. For salvation one has to
believe in the teachings with conviction and abide by them, but for acquiring
the stations of nearness, the lights and spiritual states are a pre-requisite, They
are characteristic of every Divine Revelation. The Messengers™ of Allah sent
from time to time always sought guidance from the Divine Books and made
decisions in the light of that guidance. Inspite of their exalted offices, they
were His obedient personages. The Jews were not only blessed with series of
Prophets™ but also with their successors rabbis and Ahbar (priests). Rabbis
acquired knowledge as well as enlightenment of the heart, while Ahbar means
those who acquired knowledge and practised and propagated it to the best of
their ability. An important point to take note of is that every Sufi is a scholar,
because without knowledge he cannot move on. Even if he is not a scholar of
distinction he must at least be acquainted with all the important aspects of Din.
As a general rule, those who acquire a notable rank or become the guides are
scholars too. And if, perchance, they had not apparently received formal
education, once ushered into the higher stages of Suluk, they are bestowed
with knowledge from His Presence and their hearts are opened for knowledge
by Allah. In short, every Stfi is a scholar but every scholar is not a Sufi as
evident from the separate mention of Ahbar.

If a person does not dedicate his knowledge purely to Allah and does not act
in accordance with it, he cannot be taken as a scholar, It is the duty of every
Sufi and scholar to protect the Divine Book, convey its Commands to others
and to strive for its practice. Any scholar who uses his knowledge for
mundane benefits or seeks the pleasure of people by altering its Commands, is
not a scholar but a transgressor. Such people should fear Allah rather than the
people and should not sell the Commandments of Allah for petty financial
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gains as no amount of wealth can be of any consequence against them. Any
one who makes decisions against Divine Commands, whether head of a State.
a group of people, of his own family or only of his ownself. is undoubtedly an
infidel. However, if he acknowledges the Divine Commandment to be correct
and his own decision as wrong, and yet acts according to his own opinion, he
is a sinner. Now take the case of these Jews, who demand a verdict from the
Holy Prophet™" while a clear verdict is extant in their own Book. that is. a
life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for a nose, an ear for an ear. a tooth for
a tooth, and an injury for a similar injury. Yet if someone forgives, it is a
matter of Qisas, wherein the rights of humans prevail and can be forgiven. The
one who forgives, his action will become a source of forgiveness of his own
sins. It must be remembered that whoever takes a decision against the
Commands of Allah is a malefactor and a transgressor. The Quran has upheld
this verdict too. The scholars agree that if the Commandments revealed in
preceding Divine Books are not changed by the Quran, they would not be
superseded and shall remain applicable. To act upon them would be deemed as
practising the Quran as Qurién itself has retained them.

Prophet ‘Isa™ was raised; his birth was a miracle and his dialogue in the
cradle inviting people to Allah was also a miracle. He was given a Book,
which endorsed the preceding Torah, verified it as the Divine Book and
purified Allah’s Revelations from the alterations made by the Jews. Prophet
‘Isa™* was given the Bible and since it was a Divine Book it possessed both
qualities, the lights as well as the guidance. It contained the spiritual states and
the Barakah, and a code of life, the teachings. The raising of the Holy Prophet
> was clearly stated in the Torah in much detail. so much so that even the
character traits of the Companions™*" were also listed. Similarly when Bible
was revealed it verified all the prophecies and also announced the advent of
the Holy Prophet®Y. It is important to remember that the Divine Books
contain both, information as well as Commandments. For example,
information like the Unity of Allah, the Divine Attributes, the Angels, the
Hereafter, the Paradise and the Hell etc never changes. Prophet Adam™
proclaimed, ‘La llaha 1llAllah’ (there is no llaha except Allah) and until the
Holy Prophet™*" this formed the first part of the Kalimah of every Prophet™.
If the information changes and two versions are given on a single topic, only
one can be true. Therefore, informations are never abrogated.

The second category, the Commandments, demand His obedience. It does not
mean following a certain ritual or an action but whatever is enjoined is to be
obeyed and whatever is prohibited must be abandoned. For instance, offering

199



Salat at a time when it is not permitted or fasting on the Eid Day IS a crime, as
the real objective is His obedience. Above all, Allah is the Wisest, Who keeps
changing Commandments with the passage of time for the convenience of
mankind. As the civilization evolved and the increase in human knowledge
and progress in capabilities necessitated changes, these were made
accordingly. Every Divine Command, whenever it was enforced. was not only
correct but also a necessity. Every Divine Book dished out excellence in
precepts and practices as well as in spiritualism. It contained guidance. advice.
love and admonition on every aspect of reformation of mankind and society.
But to attain guidance one should have the capacity, a heart which is
connected to Allah, at least to some minimal degree. It should feel His Awe.
pin hopes on Him and fear His Independence. Only then can a person benefit
and avail the advantages of the Holy Books. On the other hand. if his heart is
dead. nothing can he gained from the Divine Scriptures. This explains why
those who claim to believe in the Bible fail to act according to it. For instance,
when the prophecies of the raising of the Holy Prophet™*", and the qualities of
his illustrious personality together with the command to believe in him are all
stated in the Bible why do the Christians not believe? What good can it serve
to be a Christian, whereas those who reject the decisions of Allah amply prove
their wickedness.

Distinctive Features of the Quran

The Book revealed upon the Holy Prophet™" excels all preceding Books in
terms of Barakah and spiritual states since it endorses and corrects all previous
Scriptures by verifying the truth and filtering the falsehood fabricated and
added to them. The preceding Books were revealed to limited populace for
particular periods of time. But the Book revealed to the Holy Prophet™" is for
~ the entire mankind till the end of time. It, therefore, contains unlimited
Barakah and knowledge and protects and corrects contents of the preceding
Divine Scriptures. Therefore, the Holy Prophet™" must take decisions
according to the laws laid down by Allah without caring for peoples’
opinions, counsels and their vested interests. The truth is what has been
revealed to the Holy Prophet™" and all the preceding Commandments
contrary to the Qurdn have been absolved. Besides, the Jews and Christians
have become habitual of acquiring temporal benefits in the name of Allah and
religion, so as such their opinions are of no consequence.

The question why Allah changes His Commandments is absurd, as He acts on
His free will; He has enjoined obligatory worships according to times,
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circumstances and capacities of human beings. He has specified the lawful
and the forbidden. But the real thing is to obey Him as He desires and not to
do actions tor their own sake. What needs to be seen is the speed, the sincerity,
the enthusiasm and the courage with which one execute Allah’s Commands in
order to attain His nearness. Practice 1s not an end in itself. Murder i1s a grave
crime under normal circumstances, but to abstain from it during Jihad and
spare a non-believer on the battlefield becomes a crime too. The question is
not whether to kill or not to kill but of His obedience and the fervours behind
it. Everyone shall ultimately be gathered before Allah where truth and
falsehood shall lay bare and those who do not seem convinced here shall know
the truth there. So O Prophet™"! Provide justice according to Allah’s Book,
and seek His Protection against these wily people lest they misguide you.
They have plunged so deep into the quagmire that whoever holds their hand is
bound to fall with them. So you ought to be just and fair, and even if they do
not become Muslims, decide the case according to their laws given in their
Book as verified by the Quran, without any let or hindrance.

This brings out the fact that the cases of Jews and Christians living in a
Muslim State will be decided in accordance with their religion. But this in no
way provides a ground for permitting organizations or movements which use
the garb of Islam but propagate and hold beliefs contradicting those given by
Islam, the Prophethood, the Hereafter etc. Such factions must not be allowed
to decide matters in accordance with their concocted religion. Such
transgressors shall be declared as apostates. However, if there is no conflict in
the basic tenets, but only in the offshoots, then such a conflict is meritorious as
it leads to further clarification of facts. Thus Figah J*afferia or the Qadianis
must repent, else the Islamic Government must declare them apostates and
punish them. Therefore, if such people do not obey the Holy Prophet®*V there
Is nothing strange, because to remain deprived of his Barakah is their lot and a
Divine Punishment. To renounce the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™" is indeed
a punishment from Allah as proclaimed by the Quran: “Then if they turn
away, know you that Allah wishes to afflict them for some of their sins. And
verily many of the mankind are transgressors™ (5:49).

If people do not obey the Holy Prophet™" it is because We have punished

them for their misconduct and have denied them the capacity to do good. They
have lost all sense and that is why they ignore the teachings of the Holy
Prophet™*" and follow the pre-Islamic ways of ignorance. On the other hand
are those who have been blessed with an unwavering trust. Faith, the

knowledge and inner states together constitute trust. So those who have trust,
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for them nobody’s decision can be more perfect than Allah’s. Even if they
have to lay down their lives according to Allah’s decision they still cherish
His decision as the most appropriate and exquisite.

Section 8
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reprover. This is the Grace of
Allah: He bestows it on .
whoever He will. And Allah is

Bountiful, Knowing. |
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Secrets of Revelation

Men with firm faith are worthy of friendship as against the Jews and the
Christians. The latter nations must be provided justice, given protection and
their due rights as human beings, and should be helped when in need, but out
of sympathy. Developing relations with them to the extent that Islam and its
distinctive features are jeopardized is altogether forbidden. If today a group
photograph of Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Jews and atheists is taken, it
becomes difficult to distinguish them from their disposition. Rather, it is
difficult to distinguish a man from a woman unless the captions below a
photograph are read. This is the outcome of friendship with the non-believers.
When the foundations of the Islamic State were being laid at Madinah, the
Holy Prophet™*" signed a Treaty with the Jews that they will not fight with the
Muslims and if an enemy attacked, both the Jews and the Muslims will defend
the city jointly. Taking advantage of this Treaty some Jews developed personal
friendship with Muslims for the purpose of spying. They not only breached
the Treaty but also instigated the Makkans to attack Madinah giving them all
possible help. So Allah banned personal friendship with Jews and Christians
and warned the believers that these two nations can never be their well-
wishers. Inspite of their inner rift they are united against Islam. and can never
be sincere to the Muslims. So when relations cannot be maintained at national
level, personal friendship will be of no avail. They will always harm the
believers. If anyone amongst the believers feel that he cannot do without
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befriending the Jews and the Christians, he is surely not sincere to Islam and is
putting up a false pretence of being a Muslim. The kind of friendship based on
affection is impossible between a Muslim and these two groups: and a true
believer can never dream of it as it would be transgression and Allah does not
permit transgressors to tread on the right path.

Those Muslims, who despite the ban, are promoting relations with the Jews
and the Christians are sick at heart, and are suffering from hypocrisy. In their
opinion, circumstances vary and some day they might need help from these
Christians and Jews. ‘Abdullah bin Ubbay bin Salool once commented: How
long will the Muslims endure; sooner or later they will be wiped out and
ultimately we shall have to live together with the Jews and the Christian; so
why should we boycott them? This was and will be the state of hypocrites
through times to come. They are a people with weak faith and diseased hearts.
They copy the Jews and the Christians in their outlook: their eating habits,
dress, dealings, mannerism, even their gait.

Let it be known to them that Islam shall soon Insha Allah prevail. The
conquest of Makkah was predicted when the entire Arabia used to shudder
looking at the might of the Makkans. The hypocrites, as well as the Jews and
the Christians, thought that victory at Badr was purely accidental. They
thought that the Makkans had shown slackness by going back after the war.
They expected that any future encounter would vanquish the Muslims and
Islam shall be wiped out forever. Notwithstanding the prevailing
circumstances, Allah declared that Makkah shall fall to the Muslims and the
glory of the Makkans and all hopes of the hypocrites shall be reduced to dust.
He said that the duplicity of the hypocrites may be exposed even before that.
The conquest of Makkah was in any case to come about and would lay bare
the frailty of many champions of power. At that time, the hypocrites will be
mortified to think why they chose the path of ignominy by opposing the
Muslims. It will be an eye opener to the Muslims too as they will know that
the very people who had endlessly pledged their allegiance to the Muslims
were liars. Their entire worship would go waste and their claims of faith
would prove false. Worship stands on the foundations of faith and trust,
without which its whole structure will collapse. All their actions, which they
did alongside the Muslims would end in smoke. What an awful loss!

Relations with the non-Believers

In fact this ban on friendship with the non-believers is not for the preservation
of Islam but for the preservation of Muslims; as Allah has Himself guaranteed
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the former. He is all Powerful. He, Who raised Islam in a short span of time
from the deserts of Arabia and swept it over three quarters of the known
world. He blessed the Muslims with such undaunted courage and power.
which was totally unimaginable for the non-believers and the hypocrites. They
never expected that the creed they were bent upon to wipe out would resound
in the world ull the end of ime! And Allah is completely capable of
preserving it forever, even if some or all the believers, Allah forbid, tumn
apostates. He will raise a nation who will love Him, and whom He shall love.
They will be the people extremely Kind and polite to their fellow believers, yet
stern on the non-believers. They will strike them like a thunderbolt, when they
fight in Allah’s Cause, and would prove equal to the task of Jihad. They will
set the standards of fighting. Their worships and their fear of Allah will also
be exemplary. Neither the sword nor any ones censure will ever deter them
from the right path.

It becomes absolutely clear that our adherence to Islam is not essential for the
survival of Islam, but for our own selves. Allah is the Protector of Islam and
chooses whoever He will for the service of Islam. But it is impossible to
accomplish this task without devotion and love. Love is the power unmindful
of swords and slander. How can it be possible for a humble creation to love
Allah? A human being is after all humble, dependant and helpless, while
Allah is the Creator: invisible, inconceivable. Neither can He be touched nor
seen nor conversed with. He is One of His kind, there is no one like Him: He
has no gender, no caste; how can He be loved? The answer to this question is
given in Yuhibbimahd, which means that when Allah starts loving His
servants, they in return automatically develop a love for Him. This appears to
be an easy task that without having done anything the aim is achieved; but in
fact it is very difficult. How can the attention and love of Allah, un-imaginable
and free of all bounds or form be captured? The Holy Prophet®*" solved the
problem and it is indeed admirable how he made such a formidable task of
attracting Allah’s love so simple. He said: ‘Follow me and Allah will love
yvou’'. And when Allah loves someone, he in return loves Him and this passion
motivates him to great adventures and achievements.

Excellence of Siddig-e-Akbar™"

The scholars are unanimous that these Ayat befit the most exalted Companion
Abu Bakr Siddig-"*" and his colleagues. He provided the leadership and the
guidance and they excelled in the service of Islam, which faced the worst
situation when the Holy Prophet™*" passed away. The mischief had started just
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before this fateful event. Musailimah Kazzab declared his Prephethood, which :
encouraged the hypocrites and the non-believers, and Aswad *Ansi, as well as
Taleyah, the Chief of Bani Asad followed suit. A woman also claimed
apostleship while seven major tribes refused to pay Zakat. The forces of the
Romans as well as Choseroes of Iran were yearning to invade the Islamic
State. In short, there was a storm of darkness and destruction all around.
Musailimah Kazzab alone had forty thousand warriors. On one hand was the
tragedy of departure of the Holy Prophet®*, an unbearable loss by itself, and

on the other a gale of rebellion. The person with the strongest heart in a fragile
body, the most distinguished Muslim, a soldier and a Mujahid, an exemplary
Sufi, second to none after the Holy Prophet®*Y, his successor and the leader of
the believers, Abu Bakr Siddig-**" declared Jihad with full vigour against all

the false Prophets as well as those who refused to pay Zakat. The Companions’

AL were alarmed and submitted: “O leader of the believers! We are small in
number as compared to the enemies after the dispatch of contingent to Tabuk
against Caesar. It is not advisable to open up so many fronts simultaneously.
First of all, the pretenders of Prephethood must be dealt with™. The Caliph i
said: “1 swear by Allah that not a dot can be added or omitted from the Din |
handed down by the Holy Prophet™*" in my Tifetime. You talk about Zakat, if
anyone refuses to remit a cord or a rope which he had been giving in his time,

[ will declare Jihad against such a defaulter.” Victory is upto Allah but it is the
duty of a Muslim to offer his life in His Cause with sincerity.

Three important facts have been alluded to. Firstly, love s the vehicle of
Divine Path, a love that culminates into passion. If there is no love with Allah,
His Prophet™" and his Din, nothing can be achieved. Secondly, this path
demands a constant struggle; there is no resting area on this Path. It is an
endless Jihad, with the enemy on the battlefield, or with the forces of evil and
virtue within oneself, whereby one has to constantly make himself obey Allah,
do His Zikr and obey the Holy Prophet®". And the last hurdle is the sarcasm
and censure of the near and dear ones, which a seeker has to put up with. A
hindrance by the sword is often easy to deal with, may be out of sheer
motivation, but the one caused by the sneering of relatives and friends often
flattens even the die hards. They ridicule endlessly and vex so much that
sometime a person is forced to give in. However, those who love Allah remain
unmolested. This courage is a blessing from Allah. He grants it to whoever

He pleases, for He is all Embracing and all Knowing and He exactly knows
what 1s required and where.
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‘0" Muslims! Allah, and His Holy Prophet™" and the believers are your
friends. It means that only a Muslim is the friend of a Muslim. However, do
listen that only that Muslim is worthy of friendship who is also a well-wisher
of his own self. The believers, who offer Salat, pay Zakat, practise the basic
tenets of Islam and are extremely humble before Allah, and are Kind and
gentle towards the Muslims, are worthy of friendship. Remember that
whoever befriends Allah, and proves his friendship with the Holy Prophet™*",

or the group, or the person steadfast on their faith, who carry out their duttea
with sicerity and devotion, are certainly Allah’s party. Whenever people of
such qualities will emerge they will always be victorious and shall prevail.
The history of Islam bears witness that whenever such practising Muslims
came to the foretront, Allah hclped them. And whenever the Muslims faced
humiliation and defeat, the main factor was their own waywardness.

Section 9

57. O you who believe! Do not ‘ake A e o -
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you and other infidels. And fear
Allah, if you are believers.

58. And when you call for Salat
they make a mockery and fun of
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59. Say you: O People of the Book! e
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What is that for which you
persecute us save that we
believe in Allah and in what has
been sent down to us and what
has been sent down before? And
most of you are Fasiqin.
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60. Say you: O People of the Book!

Shall I declare to you something
worse as a way with Allah than
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61.

- they say: we believe; yet infidels

that? It is they whom Allah has
accursed and with whom He is
angered and of whom some He
has changed into apes and|
swine, and worshippers of false
gods those are worse in abode
and furthest astray from the
level way.

And when they come to you

they came and infidels they
departed. And Allah is Knower
of what they have been
concealing.

And you will see many of them
hastening towards sin and
wickedness and devouring of the
unlawful. Vile indeed is what
they have been doing!

Why then do their rabbis and
priests forbid them nor from
blasphemy and from devouring
of the unlawful? Vile indeed is
what  they have been
performing!

And the Jews say: the hand of
Allah is fettered. Fettered be
their own hands, and cursed be
they for what they have uttered!
Aye! His both hands are wide
open; He expends however He
will. And surely what has been
sent down to you from your
Rabb increases many of them in
contumacy and infidelity. And
We have cast among them
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Judgment: whenever they kindle
the fire of war, Allah puts it out,
and they strive after corruption
in the land: and Allah approves
not the corrupters.

And had the People of the Book
believed and ‘feared, We would
surely have expiated from them
their misdeeds and would surely
have admitted them in the
Garden of Delight.

And had they established the
Torah and the Bible and what
has now been sent down to them
from their Rabb, they would
have received abundance from
above and from beneath, among
them is a community right-
doing; but many of them are of
evil conduct.

kExE¥

Secrets of Revelation

It is not befitting of a believer to make friends with the Jews or the Christians,
especially the Jews or those who make fun of Islam. Such friendship is neither
beneficial nor lawful, rather, it's against Tagwa. It damages the feelings of
love developed for Allah. They are very proud of possessing the Divine
Books, although they have interpolated them and make fun of the symbols of
Islam, like the Azan. They have lost their minds in religious matters: all they
concentrate on is how to gain temporal benefits, and are unable to understand
the faith.

The Holy Prophet**¥ may ask them, why are they annoyed with the Muslims?

Is it only for the reason that the Muslims, apart from believing in the '
preceding Divine Books, have also accepted the Book revealed to him? The
earlier Scriptures were sent by Allah and there was no alternative but to
accept them. Same is the case with the Divine Book revealed to them. Also
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ask them how far have they practised in accordance with the Books they
believe are Allah’s, and to take a look at their history, which consists of
nothing but a long list of repeated wickedness and sins. The Holy Prophet**"
may ask them it he should identify for them the people and the nations termed
as evildoers. They are those who have been accursed by Allah, deprived of
His Mercy and are rendered incapable of obeying Him. Some were punished
by Allah through physical distortion. They were turned into apes and swines
while others were spiritually distorted to serve the Satan. These truly
unfortunate people were indeed their ancestors, whose rituals they have
proudly acquired while they make fun of what Allah has revealed, even
though their forefathers were extremely misguided and degraded people. Now
they come to you O’ Prophet™" to show that they are believers while their
hearts overflow with disbelief and they leave in the same condition. Allah
knows all that they conceal. Often the Holy Prophet®*" was informed by
Allah about these hypocrites, and when on such occasions Ayat were revealed
the believers could guess about the people indicated therein by analyzing those
who had left the audience. Another aspect evinced here is that without
sincerity in a heart, no beneficence can be received from the Holy Prophet***

These treacherous people would come to the Holy Prophet™*" with dlsbelmf
in their hearts and would return the same way, while the fortunate ones would
wash off the disbelief and leave brimming with the light of faith because Df
their sincerity. If this is a condition imposed in the court of Holy Prophet™>*",

Shaikh is only a particle receiving light from that sun. If there is no smcerlly
here, it will be futile to expect any gain.

O’ the addressed! Continued indulgence in sin becomes a second nature to
human beings and majority may be seen neck deep in crime. In other words,
evil has become a part of their disposition and they hasten in aggression and
eat what is unlawful, which indeed is an abominable attitude. If the association
with evildoers and constant indulgence in sin can change a person’s nature, the
company of virtuous people, continuous Zikr Allah and the spiritual attention
of a Shaikh can also do the same. Rather. the former has two influencing
factors, 1.e. bad company and evil deeds and the latter has three factors, i.e.
noble company, good deeds and the spiritual attention of the Shaikh, the last
factor being the most effective. That is why it has been said: Why don’t the
Jewish Shaikhs and scholars stop their people from wickedness?

The scholars and Shaikhs are two influential elements of a society. If they
sincerely wish to reform it, they enjoy more powers than the rulers. Every
disciple of a saint obeys him and every follower of a religious scholar takes his
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word as the last. This has been experienced time and again that no matter how
authentic references are quoted to a person from the Qurén and Hadith; he will
not be convinced unless corroborated by his own mentor. So why don’t these
scholars and Shaikhs forbid people from unlawful provisions and sins? In
other words, the responsibility of reformation of the society lies upon these
two groups. and if all they can do is to receive dunauuns and offerings and
dare not reform the people for fear of losing thér income, they will have no
excuse to present before Allah on the Day of Judgment. If only out of greed
these scholars and saints destroy people’s faith and religion, they are indeed
guilty of an enormity.

The Jews say that the treasures of Allah are on the decline only to make fun of
the system of Zakat and almsgiving. They add: Why are the people being
asked to give alms, when Allah’s Prophet™*" is amongst them; he should take
from Allah and give it to the needy. Have the treasures of Allah exhausted or
His hands are tied? Allah declared that their hands shall certainly be tied.
Hence they were humiliated and exiled, some were killed while the others
accursed for uttering such blasphemy. They were deprived of Allah’s Mercy
and also the spiritual blessings. Consequently they failed to embrace Islam and
also suffered worldly losses. Their houses were destroyed, they were Killed
and exiled. The lesson was driven home that Allah’s hands are open. A
wrongdoer moves headlong in his pursuits: it is only when Allah seizes him
that he realizes how wrong he was. If he is lucky he may repent, otherwise he
shall be punished and destroyed.

This exactly is the condition of the Jews and the Christians; they have
witnessed that the non-believers of the entire Arabia could not harm Islam,
and the Muslims are on the road to worldly progress as well as spiritual
excellence. Nevertheless, they do not wish to embrace Islam, rather march
forward in mischief, rebellion and disbelief. Allah, as a punishment, instilled
in their hearts mutual enmity and rivalry that will endure until the end of time.
They cannot form a united front against the Muslims, and when out of
treachery, they ignite the flames of war, Allah cools it down. They do not have
the courage to fight face to face in a battlefield. When they conspire, Allah
reveals their intrigue and they fail to instigate a war according to their designs.
They always struggle to create mischief whereas Allah does not like mischief
mongers. Had these People of the Book adhered to the teachings of their
Divine Book when it was valid, feared Allah and obeyed His Commands, they
would have been forgiven and admitied to Paradise. They would never have
been turned into apes and swines, and destroyed. Had they observed the
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Commandments of the Torah, believed in the Bible when revealed and obeyed
Allah’s Apostle, and upon the revelation of Quran, as foretold by both the

Divine Books, also believed in it and the Holy Prophet

"W Allah would have

blessed them with bounties in this world, in the form of rainfall from the skies
and treasures of the land. Virtue and good deeds generally lead to comforts
and ease in the world, unless Allah wills to try His servant, or the person errs
which i1s human, Certainly there are some pious people amongst the Jews and
the Christians but the majority is wicked. The pious were blessed with Islam

and Companionship of the Holy Prophet
after generations, continue to face disasters.

67.

68.

69.

=5AW

, while wrongdoers, generations

Section 10

O Messenger! Preach you
whatever has been sent down to
you from vour Rabb; and if you
do it not, then you have not
preached His Message. Allah
shall protect you from men.
Allah  does not guide a
disbelieving people.

Say you: O People of the Book!
You rest not on anything unless
vou establish the Torah and the
Bible and what has now been
sent down to you from your
Rabb. And what has been sent
down to you will surely increase
many of them in contumacy and
infidelity; so mourn you not
over a disbelieving people.

Surely those who believe and
those who are Judaised and the
Sabians and the Christians any
of who believes in Allah and the
Last Day and works righteously,
no fear shall come on them, nor
shall they grieve.
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70.

P

73.

74.

Assuredly did We take a bond |

from the Children of Israil angd
We sent Messengers to them.

Whenever there came to them a}

Messenger with what their souls
did not like, some of them they
belied and some they put to
death.

And they imagined that no harm
would come to them:; so they
blinded and deafened
themselves. Thereafter Allah
relented towards them, then they
again blinded and deafened
themselves. And Allah s
Beholder of what they do.

Assuredly they have disbelieved
who say: Masih son of Maryam
Is the very God; whereas the
Masih had said: O Children of
Israil: worship Allah, my Rabb
and vour Rabb; he who joins
anything with Allah, Allah shall
surely forbid the Garden to him,
and his resort 1s the Fire; and the
wicked shall have no helpers.

Assuredly those have
disbelieved who say: ‘God is the
third of the three, whereas there
is no god except the One God.
And if they do not desist from
what they say, there shall surely
befall those of them who have
disbelieved a torment afflictive.

Why do they not turn towards
Allah and ask His Forgiveness?
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And Allah s Forgiving, A~ 39t cauly
Merciful. |

75. The Masih. son of Maryam, was | o - 4
nothing but a Messenger, surely T3 :-*J""e——*fu-f‘c—-' -
there passed away Messengers - % FA a2

before him, and his mother was : .
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deviating!
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Knowing.
71. Say you: O People of the Book!
Do not exceed the just bounds in f‘é"“:iﬁ-“-’*-‘“v‘-‘*%‘“&‘b&
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have led many astray and have . @,_}-L-—JT;E:‘_,E
strayed from the level way.
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Secrets of Revelation

This address starts on a very strange note, and is in fact a proof of the

Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™>*™ as well as his miracle. Allah addresses
him: O Messenger;” the title itself indicates the duties assigned to the Holy

Prophet™"". The duty of a Messenger™ is to convey Allah’s Message to His
people. In response to the conspiracies -of the Jews. the invasions of the
‘Makkans and other inimical struggles of the non-believers, Allah Commands:
“Make known that which has been revealed to vou by your Rabb™. At that
time the Jews were trying hard to prove Prophet ‘Uzair™, and the Christians.
Prophet ‘Isa™ as the sons of God. On the other hand, the Islamic concept of
Allah’s Unity was a challenge to innumerable deities of other nations of the
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world who were busy in worshipping fire, sun and idols. while some even
worshipped human beings.

At this critical juncture when a small Islamic State was emerging, it was very
difficult to decide which enemy to confront before the other. Whether keeping
in view the hostilities with the Makkans, should nothing be said which may
antagonize the Jews or Christians? Or even if all of them are ignored, at least
the religious rituals of the Caesar and the Choesroes must surely not be taken
on for the time being, as they might attack the Islamic State still in its infancy!
Declared Allah: ‘O My Beloved™™! It is Allah’s Will to decide the right time
and place for proclaiming the Message. You should not worry about it. Just
convey to the people what Allah reveals to you; because a part left
unconveyed will render the entire Message meaningless, as if you have not
met the responsibilities of the Prophethood. As for the inevitable hostility of
the Jews, the Christians, the Polytheists and all other non-believers the world
over, it will be Allah to protect you from the antagonists, the One Whose
Message you are conveying.”

To this history bears witness that the entire lot of the non-believers together
could not bring any harm to the Holy Prophet™*", and Islam kept on spreading
by the day. until he went for Hajjatul-Wida“ (the Farewell Pilgrimage) also
called Hajj-e-Akbar as it happened to be a Friday. His memorable address at
this occasion can rightfully be termed as the Manifesto of Humanity. It is
indeed a succinct account of human rights, the relations between man and the
Creator, this world and the Hereafier, percepts and practices. In short. it
comprises the precious gems of wisdom, threaded by the words of the Holy
Prophet™>*" into a necklace. At the end of this address he said: “O People!
Have | conveyed the Message rightfully?” Everyone replied “Yes indeed you
nave.” The Holy Prophet™*" raised his forefinger to the sky and said thrice,
“O Allah be my witness,” and directed that all those present (approximately
124 thousand Companions™*") must convey this Message to those who are
not. It meant the contemporaries who were not present at *Arafat; those parts of
the world where the Message of Islam had yet not reached, and those who had
yet to come in this world. The Companions™*" carried out the Holy Prophet’s

"W orders in letter and in spirit.

On return from the. pilgrimage, the Holy Prophet™*" lived for eighty days or
so. However, within quarter of a century after his passing away, his devoted
followers touched every corner of the then known world to deliver Allah’s
Message. This detail has been given because the Shi‘ites claim that these Ayt
were revealed when the Holy Prophet™" was on his way back from the
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pilgrimage. and he then nominated Hadhrat *Ali**" as his Caliph and took an
Oath of Allegiance for him from the Companions™*. *Ali al Hair, a famous
Shi‘ite scholar writes in his Treatise that the Holy Prophet™>** took oath from
25 hundred thousand Companions™*" one by one. If the process is given three
minutes per head, it would take approximately one and a half year whereas the
Holy Prophet™*" survived only for about eighty days after the pilgrimage. It is
absurd to say that whereas he called upon people to testify that he had
conveyed the Message, and made Allah the witness. he remembered the issue
of caliphate afterwards. Furthermore, no one out of the Companions™"
objected when swearing allegiance at Hadhrat Abu Bakr's** hand, including
Hadhrat ‘Ali**" Indeed the aim of this nefarious Movement is to undermine
the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™*. God damn them for their iniquitous
attempts. The whole universe, days and nights, springs and autumns bear
witness to the outstanding success of his Prophethood. The Holy Prophet®*"
had conveyed Allah’s Message to His people until the Day at ‘Arafit. when
the Ayah announcing the consummation of Din was revealed. So long as the
arrogance and denial persist in a people; Allah does not bless them with
guidance. -

Let it be clearly known to the Jews and the Christians that neither their
precepts nor practices are in accordance with their respective religions. If they
are true to their claim they must at least practise the teachings of Torah and the
Bible respectively. Both these Books make a mention of the Holy Prophet™*"
-and the revelation of the Quran and contain clear Commandments to believe in
him. Following their own Books leads to believing in the Qurin, but they
persist in denial. Most of them were already disbelievers due to absence of
beliefs and actions, and the denial of the Quran plunged them deeper into
disbelief. Consequently, they became more stubborn, both in active rebellion
and ideological refusal. So the Holy Prophet™*" need not grieve for such
people, as the path of denial is by their own choice and has not been forced on
them. Those who believe in the Holy Prophet>*" and acknowledge the truth
and principles of Islam, or the Jews who were once given the Torah, or the
Sabains who according to scholars worshipped the stars but claimed to be the
followers of Prophet Datid™ and the Psalms, or the Christians, once given the
 Bible, all have but one option. And that is to believe in Allah and the Day of
Judgment, and to believe the way the Holy Prophet>*" asks them to believe.
Otherwise even if someone claiming to be a Muslim tries to look for new
beliefs there is no doubt in his being misguided.
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All the three nations mentioned have already denied and altered their own
Books. However, if they rectify themselves, correct their beliefs and sincerely
follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet™*", practically demonstrating their
obedience. even today Allah’s Mercy is ready to_ hold them. And in the
Hereafter they shall have no fear of the future nor shall they grieve over their
past. They shall attain Allah’s Pleasure. Some deniers of Hadith have tried to
prove from these Ayat that the Jews, the Christians, the Sabains and the
Hindus etc. who do good deeds while adhering to their respective religions
will be forgiven. Ironically, they are oblivious of the fact that they themselves
are compromising their own salvation because of this concoction. Such a
notion shall drive them out of Islam. Noble precepts and practices apart, real
authority is the Holy Prophet®™. Without him, neither faith, nor virtue is
valid. Both must bear his seal of approval to be acceptable to Allah.

Covenants were taken from the Bani Isrdil, and often dishonoured by them.
Allah took oath from them to obey the Prophets and Messengers . but once
they were raised and the Prophetic teachings conflicted with their vain desires,
they rebelled; some of the Prophets™ they denied while the others they
ruthlessly slew. Strangely enough they showed no qualms over acting in such a
callous manner, rather they considered it to be a great achievement and
thought that no one could now stop them from their misconduct. Yet they
could not save themselves from Allah’s Grip. Bakht Nasr appeared as a
punishment, put many to sword and took the survivors as captives. It was then
that they remembered Allah and begged for forgiveness. Allah, the Most
Gracious. pardoned them but this wretched nation again turned blind to
Allah’s Message and Commands and indulged in the ruthless killings of His
Prophets™®. They planned the murder of Prophet *Isa™; rather committed it on
their part. Another faction resorted to disbelief by taking him as God and tried
to prove that he was worthy of worship against his own teachings to worship
Allah and obey Him, as He is the One Whe provides for them and for him.

A person who is born and has to eventually die; who requires food. water, air
and nourishment. with a never-ending list of necessities: who needs to sleep. a
condition similar to death: can a God be like this? The fact is that even those
who do not require food, such as angels, do not deserve to be worshiped, as
they too are Allah’s servants. While the need for food is such that can be seen
by everyone. Prophet ‘Isa™ declared that Allah was his Rabb and also of all
those around him. And he made it very clear that whoever will take partners
with Allah shall never be admitted to Paradise, which is a manifestation of
Allah’s Pleasure. The fate of the polytheists shall, however, be Hell. which is
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a token of Allah’s Wrath. To those who indulge in polytheism. no helping
hand shall be extended. If they die without repenting. no one shall dare step
forward to help them in the Hereafter.

It is a blatant denial when they say that God is one of the three, or three in one:
or that Prophet ‘Isa™" is Allah’s son, and sometimes take him as the God. This
is total deception; no one save Allah has the right to be worshipped. If they do
not restrain themselves from such blasphemies and repent. they shall be
severely punished. Why don’t they turn back to Allah and beg for His Mercy
and give up such crooked beliefs? If they do so. Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful. Now that His general forgiveness awaits a non-believer to retract
and repent, how can His Mercy neglect the believer when he is repentant and
a seeker of His Guidance; eager to be good, in the hope of His Mercy and
Grace?

Prophet ‘Isa™ is a Messenger of Allah and every Messenger™ is blessed with
miracles as a token of his Prophethood. His birth itself is a miracle. And
* miracles have also emanated from Prophets™ prior to him. But does
manifestation of miracles make the Prophets™ worthy of worship? Prophet
‘Isa™ himself invited people to worship Allah, while his illustrious mother
was a Siddigah. She was not a Prophet, for had she been so it would have been
announced. The office of Siddigah she held is the highest for the Aulia;
second only to Prophethood. The ultimate Circle of the Stfi Path is the
Circle of Siddigiat. There are a few more Circles, which are actually within
it, towards one side. Each Circle on the top engulfs the one below. But
Siddigiat is an Office, and also the leader and the limit of all the Offices of
Wilayah.

So Hadhrat Maryam was a Siddigah and see what an elevated rank it is! She
had the honour of exchanging word with the angels, displaying Karamah and
above all conversing with Allah in this temporal existence. With this singular
honour, both were human beings for they ate food. Now if only the
consumption of food is analyzed, we realize that with this alone hundreds of
other needs become inevitable. How clearly have these matters pertaining to
Prophet ‘Isa™ and his mother been explained and yet the Bani Israil persist on
the wrong path. Let them know that they may worship anyone they want save
~ Allah, but none can benefit or save them from a loss, because no deity has any
control even over its own gain and loss. Therefore, worship Allah, as He is
the One who rightfully deserves it. And ask of Him as He can listen to and is
Aware of the condition of every one.
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O People of the Book! Do not exaggerate in vour religion to the extent that
you start proving creations as God. Whereas on one hand you excel in
opposition to an extent that you did not even hesitate to kill the Prophets™
mercilessly, on the other you attach such reverence to declare a Prophet as
God. Both the extremes are awful. Religion is synonymous to a perfect
balance. Every ritual and custom is not religion, nor can anyone add to or
delete from it by his or her personal choice. It is the name of the teachings of
Prophets™. Whatever is proved by or endorsed by the Prophets™ is valid, and
that which people adopt by their own free will cannot become part of the
religion. Such actions are wickedness and Bid ah, and indeed misguidance. If
practised only as a tradition or a ritual it is sin, but if practised with the
intention of earning reward, it is Bid ah, which is not only a sin but also ruins
the belief and the faith. So do not follow the trash invented by their fancies
Just as some of us mnspired by the psuedo samts (peers) have adopted different
customs. Some of these rituals have the unanimous approval of this
international brotherhood of peers like *Urs Sharif. which like Givarween
Sharif (both great and minor) has no basis in Shari*ah. On top of it, these
rituals offer the false promises of a better future, and also of Allah’s Pleasure
and approval of the Aulia. Therefore, do not follow those who not only went
astray themselves, but also misled many and became a source of deluding
large number of Allah’s creation.
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83.

incensed against them: and in|
torment they shall abide. |

And had they believed in Allah
and the Prophet and what has
been sent down to him, they
would not have taken them for
friends; but many of them are
transgressors.

Surely you will find the Jews
and polytheists the bitterest of
mankind in enmity towards
those who believe. And surely
you will find the nearest in
affection to the believers those
who say: we are Christians.
This, because among them are
priests and monks and because
they are not stiff-necked.

And when they hear what has
been sent down to the
Messenger you see their eyes
overflow with tears because of
the truth they have recognized.
They say: our Rabb! We
believe; so write us down with
the witnesses.

And why should we not believe
in Allah and in what has come
down to us of the truth? And we
long that our Rabb will enter us
with the righteous people.

Therefore Allah will reward
them, for what they said, with
Gardens beneath which streams
flow, to abide therein forever
Such is the recompense of the
well doers.
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Secrets of Revelation

Upon the infidels of the Bani Israil, Allah’s Displeasure was announced by all
the Prophets™ sent unto them and they were accursed as a nation. Prophet
Daud™ conveyed them the same Message, later repeated by Prophet ‘Isa™.
This continuous display of Allah’s Annoyance was not due to any
discrimination or personal vendetta but for their disbelief, disobedience to
Allah and their trespassing the limits set by Him. The irony was that they
never even stopped anyone from evil doing i.e. some who themselves did not
indulge in sin acquiesced with the other sinners. It indeed was a wrong attitude
by itself and amounted to compromise with the evil. Many amongst them went
so far as to make friends with the disbelievers and participated in their
abominable activities, like the Muslim of today. who from his appearance,
attire, conduct and mannerism, portrays the profile of an unpaid slave of the
Jews and the Christians. The Western attire is held in great esteem even in the
Arab States, while the Eastern dress is taken as a symbol of backwardness.

Whatever a human being does is recorded for the life of the Hereafter, and
indeed the Bani Israil are up for bad bargains, which will be extremely
harmful. They will have to face the Divine Wrath and bear the agony jointly,
for intermingling with the disbelievers in this world. Now what can be done to
make amends? The only course of action open to them is to correct their
beliefs. i.e. to believe in Allah, His Messenger™*" and what has been revealed
to him in the form of Quran and renounce the friendship of the disbelievers. In
short, they must reform their precepts and practices and look for noble
company. but the problem is that the majority amongst them are disobedient
and evildoers.

And the Jews are vigorous in their enmity with Muslims as compared to the
Christians; although they, the Christians and the polytheists are all enemies of
Islam, yet the Christians are less malicious than the other two factions. This is
because amongst the Christians are certain people who are God-fearing. At
that time, as compared to the Jews, more Christians were blessed with faith
* because amongst them were priests and monks who had renounced the love of
this world and were not arrogant. They worked with sincerity and devotion for

221

— —



Allah, and vested interest or avarice could not force them to bargain over their
religion. Because of these sincere scholars and saints there are people amongst
the Christians apt to reform and are not die-hard opponents of Islam as the
Jews and the polytheists. Again, among these scholars and saints are also
black sheep who bargain on religion, but the sincere ones do affect the hearts
of those associated with them. It must be remembered that the saints and
scholars are the heart of a society. If they go astray the whole nation is ruined,
and if they act righteously the whole society is reformed in no time.

The fact that these Christian priests and monks or scholars and saints are on
the right path is proved by the fact that words of truth influence them. The
criteria for any person, be it a spiritual mentor, a scholar or a jurist, to be on
the right path is that piety inspires him and what is devoid of virtue, whether a
word or an action, repels him. Neither he approves of it nor is he influenced by
it. This is the standard given here for evaluating the piety of the Christian
scholars and saints. The circumstances were that the Holy Prophet ™" ordered
the Muslims terribly oppressed by the Makkans to migrate to Abyssinia, as
their ruler Najashi was a Christian renowned for his justice. Eleven men,
subsequently joined by a contingent of eighty two men, women and children.
migrated there. The Makkans could not tolerate this relief to Muslims and sent
a delegation to the Court of Najashi with gifis. They portrayed the Muslims as
fugitives who had renounced their religion, and demianded their repatriation.
The King summoned the Muslims; Hadhrat J*affar®™" bin Abi Talib explained
the Message of Islam in such succinct and impressive words that tears began
to roll down the cheeks of the King and he proclaimed: “If this is a true
statement, it surely is the teaching of a Prophet™®. I cannot order such people
to leave my country”. The Makkan delegation was told to return with their
gifts. Later, when the Muslims returned to Madinah, Najashi sent along a
delegation of seventy of his scholars and pious men.

When they called on the Holy Prophet®*" and heard him recite Qurin they
couldn’t help crying and embraced Islam. On return to Abyssinia they
apprised the King of their experience and he also embraced Islam. While
discussing the sincerity, piety and noble intentions of these people a rule of
thumb is also laid down, that whoever fulfills the above criteria, deserves this
eulogy. These men, the erstwhile followers of Prophet ‘Isa™*, when they heard
the Quran from the Holy Prophet™™ tears began to flow from their eyes. It
was because their hearts had the capability to discern the truth: readily
accepting it they declared: “Our Rabb, we believe. now list us among those
who corroborate the Holy Prophet**¥. We have no reason for not believing.
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How can we not believe when we desire to be enlisted as Allah’s righteous
servants.”

The foundation of piety is faith. To begin with, one must have faith based on
sincerity of the heart. Actions must also be based on true devotion; this is the
only way of joining the righteous. If someone acts contrary to this and
considers himself a saint, he lives in a fool’s paradise. He is either stupid or a
hypocrite as he is ingesting poison and praying for long life. Those who
reform themselves, in beliefs and in conduct, with sincerity, whether formerly
Christians or non-believers, once they embrace Islam, their previous conduct
is washed away. And when they practically demonstrate their obedience to
Allah, they are blessed with unlimited Grace in this world and also in the
Hereafter. Paradise will be their abodé as a reward of striving with sincerity
and devotion. Whereas those who deny the teachings of a Prophet™, indeed
deny Allah’s Words. This denial has two levels. Firstly, if Allah’s Message 1s
altogether rejected, such people are disbelievers and deserve to be condemned
to Hell forever. If, however, there is no denial but the practices are not in
accordance with Divine teachings, such people are grave sinners and Fasigin.
If He chooses to forgive or punish, it is entirely upto Him, though they shall
not reside in Hell forever. Sooner or later they will be delivered.

Section 12
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- what they have eaten so long as

which you feed your hr.msfuerh{:mlt:Ll
or the clothing of them or the
freeing of a slave: but he who
cannot afford. for him s ﬂJ
fasting of three days. That is the|
atonement of your oaths when
you have sworn, and bear in
mind your oaths. Thus does
Allah expound to vou His
Commandments, that you may
return thanks.

O you who believe! Wine and|
gambling and stone altars and
divining arrows are only an
abomination, a handiwork of
Satan: so shun it, that you may
thrive.

Satan only seeks to breed enmity
and spite among you by means

of wine and gambling and would
keep you from the remembrance

of Allah and from Salat; will
you not then desist?
Obey Allah and obey the

Messenger, and beware; and if
you turn away, then know that
upon OQur Messenger rests only
the plain preaching.

No sin 15 on those who believe
and work righteous works for

they abstained and believed and
worked righteous works, and
shall again abstain and believe,
and shall again abstain and do
well; and Allah loves the well-
doers.
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Secrets of Revelation

From the monastic way of life of the Christians, it must not be construed that
they can be friends to the believers. Their mention has been made only for the
purpose of comparison with the Jews, very few of whom embraced Islam.
Their numbers were indeed negligible in proportion to their population.
Comparatively, more Christians converted to Islam, because amongst them
were the recluse, free from mundane greed. When they came across the truth
they accepted it. Their earlier way of life was in accordance with their own
Din. Otherwise the best amongst them is the one who embraces Islam. Their
monastic life is neither a virtue nor is it friendship with Islam. The impression
could be drawn that monasticism or renouncing the mundane pleasures,
abandoning home and hearth or celibacy etc. are actions helpful in the
attainment of Divine Nearness. This is not so at all. There is no room or need
for this concept in Islam. Whatever Allah has declared as lawful must be
attained and enjoyed the way it is ordained. That is true obedience. If anyone
acts against it according to his own desires, he will be guilty of violating the
limits of Allah. For example, if someone avoids good meals, or inspite of
being able to buy, does not dress well, or does not marry despite having the
resources, with the intention to earn greater reward, he is guilty of impudence
and is not liked by Allah. It is impertinent to fix it as the criteria of good and
evil. Whatever Allah has made lawful must be eaten and no human being can
declare it as forbidden.

The virtue lies in eating to one’s content from what Allah has provided. This,
of course, applies to an honest earning and not to income by usurping the
wealth of others, or by accepting bribe or by defrauding anyone. One must
earn an honest livelihood, whether as an employee, a trader, a farmer or
worker on daily wages. This permissible earning must be kept pure, and must
not be allowed to get mined up with the impure. There is a flagrant lack of
religious knowledge in our households. As a result women are unaware of the
difference between purification and pollution. For instance. if a woman has to
take an obligatory bath and she is unaware of its obligatory aspects she cannot
be clean. When she will cook in that state whatever she touches will also be
rendered unclean. In case she uses the nail polish, which forms a coating over
the nails, neither the ablution nor the bath will be valid unless the nail polish is
removed before hand. The food earned by lawful means when touched or
prepared by unclean hands will not remain Tayyab (pure). Similarly if a
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fraction of unlawful income is added to lawful earnings the entire lot will be
rendered unlawful. Therefore, the provisions must be both lawful and pure.

Taqwa is another name of Allah’s Obedience, and not of starvation. Therefore,
eat and drink of what is lawful and pure. Faith demands Tagwa. a state of
Divine consciousness whereby one does not feel like disobeying Him. This
can be achieved through His Obedience. Hence whatever He has permitted
must be done while observing the limits of Islamic Shari‘ah laid down by
Him. There are three situations of forsaking the lawful. Firstly, to take a
lawful thing as forbidden; this is infidelity. Secondly, if someone vows not to
consume something lawful, this is prohibited. One must break his oath and
expiate. Thirdly, the physicians prescribe to abstain from something lawful as
a preventive measure, or the Shaikh stops its use for some time for spiritual
uplift; this is allowed in Shari‘ah.

As for the oaths; when do these remain valid and when not? One kind of oath
is absurd and needless and as such not liable to accountability. For example, a
person swears un-wittingly or swears to the best of his knowledge on a past
event later found to be wrong, and he too was deceived, he shall not be
accountable. Neither it is sinful nor is any expiation due on it. Another kind of
oath is that a person was well aware of a past event but intentionally swore
upon a lie. Although there is no expiation, yet being a lie it is a grave sin. The
third form of oath concerns the future, which if not honoured for any reason
whether intrinsic or extrinsic, is a violation. This is a breach of promise and
has to be expiated, i.e. one must feed ten poor persons twice a day at the same
standard as his own, failing that he must clothe ten needy people by a long
dress; or a pair of pyjamas to cover up to the umbilicus. If he cannot afford
this he must free a slave or a maid if he possesses one, failing which he must
fast for three consecutive days according to the Hanafi School of Thought.
This is the atonement for the oaths either broken or unfulfilled. The real
motive behind is to be careful in guarding one’s oaths. The best course of
action is to avoid swearing on every petty issue, and if at all one has to swear.
it must be done after due deliberation. Once taken, the oath must be honoured.
All these etiquettes being ordained are different ways of gratitude and Allah
wants mankind to be grateful to Him.

Another aspect worth deliberation is that whereas swearing upon falsehood or
dishonouring an oath is a serious crime and ought to be expiated, there are
many other vices commonly practised in the society, which are extremely
harmful and destructive. For example, use of alcohol is taken very lightly,
whereas it leaves the user confounded, or gambling or divining arrows, a form
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of lottery in those days. It was so practised that some men would jointly buy a
camel and slaughter it. They would then draw lots by arrows already kept for
the purpose. These arrows bore markings like ‘two shares’, “three shares™ etc
and some would be left blank. They received their share according to the draw
while some would get nothing, a form of modemn lucky draws. Drawing of lots
is permissible in Islam where the right of the participants are protected; for
example, something i1s divided into two equal shares and then the choice is
decided by drawing a lot: Or in case of pilgrimage when there are many
applicants against limited number of seats. Since all have equal civic rights, a
lot is drawn and no one’s right is violated. Drinking, gambling, idol worship,
games of chance and divining arrows are such loathsome practices that the
slightest sentient human being finds them disgusting and preposterous.

The human being is the best of Allah’s creations and He has subdued the
entire universe for him. The sun, the moon and the stars are at his service and
so are the earth, its seasons, the air, the plantations, the nert substances and
the animals. Now if a human being starts worshipping any of them, it is
against the very purpose of his creation, and devastating to his superiority. Just
as worshipping idsls is loathsome, intoxication is even worse because it
paralyses ones faculties, intellectual and moral, and drives a person below the
level of an animal. Same is the outcome of gambling and the games of chance,
which are nothing short of robbery by mutual consent. These are works of the
devil and the Muslims must deliberately keep away to attain eternal success. -
Satan tries his level best to create mutual enmity and spite in the hearts, easily
induced through wine and gambling. While drinking stupefies, a scuffle
follows the loss of wealth in gambling on the spot, or it would leave enough
malice in the hearts to spark a feud later. These wrangling and an:masutles will
impede Allah’s Zikr. An intoxicated person, and a gambler wholoses all his
money will have a heart burnin ‘gmth spite; how then can he possibly engage
in Allah’s Zikr? So when Zikr is gone, the Salat is neglected. The danger now
threatens the beliefs and step-by-step a person moves towards destruction.
Knowing all this, will the Muslims refrain from these evil practices? Verily the
Companions™", the very first addressees of the Quran, who were once

addicted to all these evils renounced them altogether as a proof of their
devotion to their beloved, the Holy Prophet™>*"

What is Din?

It is to obey Allah the way shown by His Messenger™", to fear His
Sovereignty and to hold the Grandeur of His Court in awe vis-a-vis the
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insignificance of one’s acts of obedience. And whoever circumvents this way,
let him know that he cannot harm Allah, nor His Magnificence, nor the Holy
Prophet®*" whose only duty is to convey Allah’s Message with clarity and
precision. To make people believe in this Message is none of his business. It 1s
upto the listener to accept or reject it. Allah will take an account of His
creation Himself. If anyone before embracing Islam indulged in actions later
prohibited, like drinking etc., and renounced them when ordered; he shall not
be guilty. In fact it is a gradual process; first he becomes a believer, then he
acts righteously and is blessed with Taqwa, which is a sort of relationship with
Allah. He progresses further in this state to the level of Ehsan. Taqwa was a
spiritual state in which one could not possibly disobey Allah, and was ever
ready to obey Him. A continuous progress in Taqwa took him 1o the level of
Ehsan, wherein he felt himself in the Presence of Allah while working or
worshipping. Indeed this level of Ehsan turns every action into worship, like in
case of the Companions™V. The Quran testifies: “You see them ever bowing
and prostrating (48:29)” whereas they actively participated in all the spheres
of life, from politics to soldiering, from trading to agriculture. What then is
meant by a continuous bowing and prostration? It was this state of Ehsan, that
every action was attended by such devotion as if they were in the Presence of
Allah. Thus everything they did was considered as worship. They had attained
this state in the blessed company of the Holy Prophet™", termed as the
“beneficence of company.” These feelings have ever since been transmitted
from heart to heart. It is the duty of a Shaikh to guide the seekers to the
spiritual court of the Holy Prophet™>*", and it is upto Allah that He chooses
them as His beloveds and starts loving them.

Section 13
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96.

97.

98.

kills it wittingly, his
compensation is the like of what
he has killed, in domestic flocks,
which two equitable persons
among you will judge: an
offering brought to the K*abah:
or as an expiation the feeding of
the needy, or its equivalent in
fasts that he may taste the
enormity of his deed. Allah has
pardoned what is past, but he
who returns, Allah shall take
retribution from him; verily
Allah s Mighty, capable of
Retribution.

Allowed to you is the game of
the sea and its eating: a
provision for you and for the|,
caravan. And forbidden to you is
the game of the land while you
are in a state of lhram. And fear

Allah to Whom you shall be
gathered.

Allah has made the K abah, the
Sacred House, a maintenance
for mankind, and so also the
Sacred Month, and the offering
and the victim garlanded. That is
in order that you may know, that
Allah Knows all that is in the
heavens and all that is in the
earth, and that Allah is Knower
of everything.

Know that Allah is Severe in
chastising and that Allah is
Forgiving, Merciful.

:L;L.JM#*I_;.‘; £ ,—.-.Argﬁ ates
ngﬂiipium;;m :
LL,a:ﬂ;j.lp_,lu&:L i

T ..rl"rF' ..-l"-’_’;.,i,r-a ’ij‘. - .i‘-!'

e s G CEGE L, A1 3055,50

ELR o & & 3 ;_‘r:g}. =44

@ ,.:L.n.u'l_p‘,.a‘,pd.ﬁ_,uq.u\ru_d

(ﬁJL.;:l’,ﬂL:J;_'; i P(JJJ
AR “"’éf—tc" "E;;;L.J_J
,t-*f»’ % s <

@ ST Pt ».:5:,-‘1'-111 ;4-3"

=J-:l:f ..-: I-J"-' -~ ‘_'.- - L - A
» TRl
A=) ) 4l



P
] - ¥ o e e
99, Nothing rests on the Messenger AR .."”ll L)

. Oyas bl
save the preaching. and Allah
Knows what you disclose and
what you hide.

100,  Sav you: equal are not the foul| . _. <. ¢ g Sl e
and the pure even though the

abundance of the foul may ;*Eﬁ J't’”' peel  ewpBers
o PR R ST P PRI | e
please you. So fear Allah, O| * z e

" AL e
men of understanding! So that () gl U
you may thrive.

oo ok ok ok

Secrets of Revelation

Allah is the sole Authority to determine the permissible and the forbidden. He
may forbid anything He feels like, in demonstration of His Magnificence. But
He declared only those things unlawful for the believers, which are harmful
physically and or spiritually. In case of preceding nations even the permissible
were forbidden as a punishment for their misconduct. There are conditions
under which lawful and good things are temporarily declared as forbidden for
the Muslims, but not as a punishment. For example, fasting, during whrch
eating and the rightful fulfillment of other biological drives is forbidden, but it
1s only from dawn to sunset and for the specific month of Ramadhan, not
forever. Now there are many enlightening aspects of fasting. It 1s a mode of
expressing Allah’s Glory, that He is the true Ruler and we are His servants
who will obey whatever is ordered. And it is a source of His Mercy and
Forgiveness and a spiritual training to attain excellence. There are unlimited
blessings listed in the Quran and Hadith, and certainly there will be many
which are beyond our comprehension. The same applies to the prohibition of
hunting while in Thram for pilgrimage. Arabia primarily is a desert with pienty
of animals of prey. The Companions™*" were very fond of hunting. Allah
prohibited hunting within the limits of Haram for all times and in Ihram until it -
Is taken ofT.

It is important to remember that those blessed with stations of Allah’s
Nearness come across plenty of opportunities to err, as a trial from Allah. If
they abstain they attain greater progress, and if they get involved in sin, it is
possible that they may repent, but generally in such a situation the capacity to
repent is seldom granted. Allah asserts that in order to test you, the animals of
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prey shall roam around you freely within the limits of Haram and while you
are 1n lhram. Allah wants to see who obeys Him and restrains himself from
hunting, and who does not. It will also outwardly measure up the people as the
animals will roam within the reach of their hands and spears! But it must be
remembered that whoever transgresses beyond the limits of Allah shall meet a
painful doom. Whereas the journey to Haram, clad in Ihram whether for Hajj
or for *Umrah, is an effort to avoid such doom, merely putting up a certain
appearance will not be of any help. The result will depend on the actions. So
the orders are not to hunt while in Ihram whether the animal is a wild beast or
permissible. However, if a person is attacked by a beast, or a rabid dog posing
a threat or a snake or a scorpion, these must be killed in the light of exemption
given by the Holy Prophet™". One must neither hunt himself nor advise or
help others to do so. However, if someone offers you to eat from what he has
hunted, you may take it.

The hunting of wild animals within Haram is prohibited while the slaughtering
of domesticated animals, like chicken, cow or buffalo, lamb, camel, goat, ete.
1s permissible. However, if someone deliberately hunts a wild animal while in
Ihram, he will have to expiate in relevance to the animal hunted. The expiation
will be determined by two local natives who are fair, pious and capable of
understanding and analyzing the matter and have knowledge of the prevalent
market value of cattle etc. They will fix the expiation, whether a lamb, a goat,
or ten goats or a camel etc. According to Jurists, the expiation may even be
determined by one person provided he is noble and shrewd. This is why the
Mushar’kh do not appoint their deputies merely on the basis of piety but
wisdom and sagacity are also a prerequisite.

[f the animal is not hunted intentionally but is killed by mistake, for instance,
during practice an arrow is shot or a bullet is fired and it hits an animal, killing
it; it 1s to be expiated in the same manner as mentioned above. The animal in
expiation for this mistake shall be taken to Haram and slaughtered therein. Or
else the poor must be fed to the extent of its approximate value, failing which
the atoner must fast for an estimated number of days. Feeding the poor and
fasting are, however, not confined to the limits of the Haram.

The Philosophy of Punishment
This is the punishment for his misdeed so that he may realize his mistake and
feel sorry for it. In Islam the punishment is not to inflict pain on the culprit,

but to make him realize the repugnance of his crime and to serve as a
deterrence for the future. Yes! Bygones are bygones, for Allah shall not.

231



punish them for what is done in the past, rather He has forgiven them. If
someone indulges in transgression over and over again, he shall have to
expiate accordingly but he should not be heedless of Allah’s Wrath. His Grip
is the strongest. It is quite possible that to curb continuous evil Allah Himselt
may decide to avenge. He 1Is certainly the Most Overpowering and the
Strongest when 1t comes 10 vengeance.

Yet it is permissible even when in IThram to hunt and eat animals living In
water. This is a special gift for the travellers going to Haram by sea in order to
avert shortage in food supplies. Hunting on land in [hram is not allowed as
alternative arrangements for food are there. Once Ihram is taken off it is
allowed to hunt outside the limits of Haram. Majority of the C{Hﬂ[}aﬂiUHS‘RAU
were fond of hunting and they often did so. In fact it used to be n the
knowledge of the Holy Prophet®™ and he would tell them to keep his share
t00. Moreover it is important to maintain a very cordial relationship with
Allah and fear its discontinuation, as He is above all needs while mankind is
dependent upon Him. Isn’t it strange that the dependant acts arrogantly, while
the Independent ignores it? It must be remembered that everyone shall, one
day, return to Him.

Allah has declared K abah as a House of veneration and magnificence and a
source for the survival of mankind. This survival has been linked to the
magnificence and the honour of K*abah. If its esteem is lost neither mankind
nor this world will sustain. According to Hadith, a Jew with crooked legs will
conquer Makkah, demolish the K abah and discontinue its pilgrimage and this
event will be followed by Yaum-al-Qiyamah. The Jews are actively working
on this for the last few years. On one occasion, the dynamite sent for the
purpose of sabotage was seized. They em ploy their slave the Rafdhi of Iran for
this purpose, who once tried to take out procession to create unrest and to turn
Hajj, one of the highest form of worship, into a political drama. When no
Muslim from around the world got attracted besides this Jewish sponsored
sect, they planned to capture the K’abah but miserably failed. May Allah
always disrupt their plans!

The K abah is a centre of Divine Lights. The honour enjoyed by the Makkans
or the Quraish is because of this House. Besides; it is easy for them to attain
and earn livelihood due to the pilgrims. Not only of the Makkans or the
Quraish, but the survival of the entire mankind all over the globe depends on
the existence of K’abah. Had it been necessary to know exactly how, ALLAH
would have certainly revealed it.
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Now what is the relationship between the magnet and the iron? Though it
cannot be witnessed, yet iron is attracted towards the magnet. Similar is the
bond between the sustenance of the world and K‘abah. Same is the bond
between the Aulia holding Divine Offices and the events of the world. The
Sufis agree that the workshop of life is divided in four departments, each
assigned to one of the four personages known as Qutb. They are under the
command of a Ghous. There is only one Ghous in the entire world at one time.
The Divine Offices beyond Ghous are rarely granted. If ever they are
conferred, the Ghous progresses to the level of Qayyum; then to Fard: onto
Qutb-e-Wahdat and finally to Siddiq. Siddiq is assigned to this world once in
centuries. Quran testifies that Hadhrat Maryam was a Siddigah. The events of
the world are directly related to these Aulia commensurate to their Offices.
But the thing to marvel at is Allah’s Omnipotence, as sometimes, rather quite
often, even these Aulia are unaware of the Offices they hold. Yet Allah makes
them serve His Purpose.

Those who dish out verdicts of polytheism must also realize that K*abah is
also a collection of lifeless stones, which Allah has turned into source of
survival of mankind and the entire world. There is no threat to His Unity. He
may link the survival of things to water if it pleases Him, further strengthening
the concept of His Unity. The real authority rests with Allah and it is a rule
laid down by Him that there is a cause for everything in this world. And if for
intrinsic reasons, Allah makes alongwith the K‘abah, those hearts upon which
His Lights reflect, also a source, a medium, it does not lessen His
Magnificence, nor does it threaten His Unity. Certainly the innovators have
also based absurd and ridiculous myths upon these concepts and have hurt the
precepts and practices of so many people. It is extremely important to refute
and rectify them. But the cure for a headache is not to chop the head off. Here
also the cure is to spread the real blessings received from the Holy Prophet™*¥, °
generation after gencration, through the enlightened hearts. This precious
legacy of Islam must be made available to people. When a genuine product is
made available in the market, the fake itself begins to disappear. Otherwise the
denial of these biessings will leave the hearts void of sincerity, and
innovations will be succeeded by hypocrisy, comparatively a more fatal
disease. Similarly the sacred months and the animals of sacrifice are to be
respected. These should neither be molested nor hindered on their way, nor
stolen including those tagged to be offered in sacrifice. Providing guidance
and discussing such meticulous details proves that Allah ‘is Aware of
everything between the heavens and the earth. He is Aware of each and every
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particle, of the very thoughts that cross the mind. And this must also be clearly
understood that a continuous disobedience takes a person closer to Allah’s
Grip, which indeed is very firm. On the contrary, if one repents, and reforms
his beliefs and conduct, then Allah is Forgiving and His Mercy knows no
bounds.

-5AW

It must be remembered that the duties of the Holy Prophet™" are to convey
the teachings and the blessings of Allah to people. He conveyed the former
with such vigour and zeal, that a span of fourteen centuries, which buried
mighty emperors and their histories, could not blur the teachings of the Holy
Prophet™ in the least. He conveyed the Message of Allah to the cottage of a
pauper as well as to the royal palaces; and within few years a society, a
Government, a country, an army, a system of ruling, an education system, a
Judicial system, in short, a complete State, an exemplary Muslim, and a model
[slamic society and Government was established and presented before the
world. As for the latter, i.e. the blessings and the states of the heart, these were
put to loot in a manner only befitting the Holy Prophet®*¥; that anyone who
met him after embracing Islam, a single glance turned that person into a
Companion™*", whether man or woman, rich or poor, scholar or unlettered. In
terms of faith or morals, Companionship is a level above which there is none
except the exalted level of the Prophethood.

His duty was to convey the favours of Allah. To accept, to act accordingly,
and to benefit from them is the duty of mankind. And it must be clearly
understood that whatever one displays or conceals is known to Allah. Often in
a society the noble and the pious are in a minority. However, the majority in
evil does not prove its goodness even though people tend to approve of what is
being practised by the majority. People of courage and determination have
always been less in number. They are those who sacrifice the temporal
pleasures over Allah’s Obedience and maintain a relationship of love and
devotion with the Holy Prophet™. Those who indulge in sin to attain
mundane pleasures and temporary satisfaction have always been greater in
number. Does it mean that they should be followed just because they are in
majority? While honouring the democratic values, will one not realize the
Magnificence of Allah, nor appreciate the courage of the righteous who do not
care about the storm of evil, who rather force the stormy waves of this
catastrophe to retreat from their steps! It must be remembered that the
abundance of unlawful wealth will not earn Allah’s Pleasure, rather invoke
His Wrath, as compared to the lawful income which might be less, but is a
source of winning Allah’s Pleasure. For pleasing Allah, the comforts of many

-
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worlds, and many lives, if granted over and over again, can be happily
sacrificed and yet the desire to sacrifice is never satiated. So take note that
these lawful and pure things bear a magnificence and grace. which 15 not
marred by the abundance of the impure and the unlawful. Even though to the
patent observer abundance may be of importance. But in the court of Allah the
real honour and greatness is in piety and purity. This is why the mode of
election in Islam is that when pious, popular and prudent people unanimously
agree on a person as their leader, the general public should pledge their
allegiance to him and not that the opinion of every plebeian would carry equal
weight. This latter fair-seeming foolishness is Western in origin. So fear Allah
and follow the path recommended by Him, as this is the dictate of wisdom,
which will ensure the mundane as well as the eternal success.

101.

103.

104.

Section 14

O you who believe! Ask not of
things which if disclosed to you.
may annoy you, and if you ask
of them while the Quran is yet
being revealed, they may be
disclosed to you. Allah has
pardoned that, and Allah is
Forgiving, Forbearing.

Surely people have asked
questions before you, and were
then found disbelieving therein.

It is not Allah who appointed
anything like the Bahirah or the
Sa’ibah or the Wasilah or the
Ham; but it is the disbelievers
who have fabricated a lie against
Allah, and most of them do not
reflect.

And when it is said to them:
come to what Allah has sent
down and to the Messenger, they
say: enough for us is what we
found our fathers on. What!
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105.

106.

107.

Even though their fathers knew
nothing nor were guided.

O you who believe! On you
rests the case of }-*uursui:lves-
whoever strays can do you no
harm so long as you keep
vourselves guided. To Allah 1s
the return of you all; then He
will declare to vou all what you

did.

O you who believe! The
testimony among you, when you
are face to face with death, at
the making of a bequest shall be
that of two equitable persons
from among you, or two others

_ from among those not of you if

you be jourmeying in the land
and death afflicts you. You
should detain the twain after the
Salat, if you be in doubt, and
they should swear by Allah
affirming: we shall not barter it
for a price, even though he be a
kinsman, and we shall not hide
the testimony of Allah, lest we
should be of the sinners.

If then it is later ascertained that
the twain had been guilty of a
sin, two others should take their
place from amongst those who
were sinned against, the two
nearest of kin, and they should
swear by Allah affirming: our
testimony is worthier of credit
than their testimony and we
have not trespassed, for then we
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would - have been among the
wrong-doers.

108.  That should make it more likely| X
that their testimony would be LH"JJ‘: :L;JL'I_; s
according to the fact thereof, or | 2 5 LGP
they shall fear that other oaths Iﬂ,ﬁ_.,i_;_._,uﬂgjjlﬁuﬁ
would be admitted after their = o a2
oaths. And fear Allah and J,.,:.Ji J.lltg_;_r“;{ﬁu\} "”

hearken. and Allah does not
guide a wicked people.
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Secrets of Revelation

Questions are asked in pursuit of knowledge, a pre-requisite for action, and to
acquire knowledge one has to ask those who know. But useless probing and
irrelevant questions are incorrect, particularly in a situation when the Quran is
being revealed. Whatever be the question, an answer will certainly be given,
and it is quite possible that the answering revelation may not be according to
the desire of and as such not liked by the seeker. So it is better to ask only
relevant questions which are necessary for guidance. Besides, the revelation
of the Quran is confined to a specific period, which indicates that, after this,
the Chain of Divine Revelation will discontinue, as the process of answering
here has been specifically associated with revelation of the Quran. Once it is
completed, though asking useless questions would still be undesirable, there
will be no answers revealed any longer. This proves that after the Holy
Prophet®*", whoever claims that he receives revelations shall be an imposter.

Now whatever has happened in the past must be forgotten as Allah is
Forgiving, Clement. He is very Tolerant and none save Him could have had
the patience to tolerate this creation, especially the people of today. The
preceding nations also tried to probe aimlessly and ended up in disbelief by
practising what Allah did not reveal, pretending as if it was from Him. He did
not make any Bahirah, Sa’ibah, Wasilah and Ham etc. nor did He allow the
practices associated with them.

It is important to mention here that it is not wise to split hair with the Shaikh
too, and whatever is advised must be practised in its simple meanings.
Unnecessary probing may result in restrictions. For example, a Shaikh advises
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a seeker to recite Dartid Sharif; so one must simply recite any Dartid Sharif, as
much as one can easily do. Probes like when, which one and how much will
surely entail restrictions. Now if he does not abide by them it will not benefit
him, rather he might go astray, like these polytheists who fabricate their own
beliefs and act accordingly.

. Bahirah was the mammal whose milk would be dedicated to the idols. Sa’ibah
was animal let free in the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful. Ham was a stallion camel who had mated with a certain number of
female camels, and was also dedicated to idols, Wasilah was a dromedary,
which had delivered continuously female offspring and never a male. The
infidels were the fabricators of all such absurdities. Inviting restrictions
through irrelevant questions, inventing rituals and then taking them as good,
were certainly evil practices. The problem with the non-believers is that to
prove the truth of their religion they often lie over Allah and it is indeed
stupid. Wasn’t their disbelief enough to invoke the doom that they went on to
lie over Allah?

And when they are invited to the Din of Allah, asked to practise what is
revealed in the Quran and follow the Holy Prophet™", they say that they
cannot possibly abandon the customs of their fore-fathers. For if they did. it
would mean that their ancestors were ignorant and stupid. They may be asked
whether their ancestors had a Divine Book or the teachings of a Prophet™?
And if they had, did they abide by those teachings? Two conditions have been
laid down here for following somebody in belief and practice. It is surely not
wise to follow every other person, nor is it justified to follow someone just
because others are doing so. The first thing to do is to determine one’s own
aim and the destination. Once this is done, one should look for someone with
the knowledge of the path leading to that destination. When this is assured, it
must then be seen whether his destination is also the same as of the secker. If
so, there is no harm in following him. This is called “conformity” (Taglid) or
following in the footsteps of someone.

Those noble and pious souls who, within themselves, were institutions of
knowledge and were on the most elevated level of practice; who took guidance
from the Holy Prophet™" before taking each and every step; following them
in pursuit of Allah’s Pleasure is indeed conformity with Ai’'mah. This is the
criterion for leadership set by the Quran unlike the prevalent leadership which
has contributed nothing save destruction, deceit, frauds and oppression to the
nation. It is indeed a grave misdeed to elect ignorant and non practising



persons as the leaders of the nation: whereas the Quran declares uprightness,
both in knowledge and in practice, to be the basic quality for leadership.

I: is obligatory for every Muslim to strive to his level best. After having put in
his best efforts he should be at peace. If others still do not follow the right
path, it is their decision. But the one engaged in this effort must himself
remain steadfast and should continue to exert fully to be a source of guidance
for others. If people do not listen to the truth, it is up to them, as everyone will
indeed return to Allah for direct reckoning.

Life and death are closely inter-linked. If one approaches death he should
bequeath in the presence of two responsible and honest Muslims, failing
which, well reputed persons from other communities may also be taken as
witnesses. Especially if one is afflicted with a terminal illness while on a
journey he can make someone as his executor, preferably a Muslim. However,
a non-Muslim can also be appointed and requested to convey his belongings to
his heirs, who may distribute them in accordance with Shari*ah. This part
referring to the appointment of an executor has been made a part of Kalimah-
e-Tayyebah by the Shi‘ites. How absurd and remorseless! What kind of a faith
would it be which is raised on falsehood?

Now if a conflict arises amongst the heirs, they must produce witnesses who
must be detained till Salit to take an oath after it or the claimant must testify.
If the plaintiff is identified as heir in the light of Shari‘ah, his due right should
be given, he must take an oath. If he refuses to take an oath, the case may be
decided against him. Or else the court may also decide to have on oath by the
defendant. The oath must be made as fervent and impacting as possible. This
fervour or intensity can be added to the situation by a choice of the place and
timings. For example, he may be asked to take an oath after Salat, in ablution
inside a mosque, failing which he will lose the case.

In short, two important matters discussed here are (1) that a Muslim who is
about to die must, if possible, appoint an executor, upon such wealth or
property which is not known to the heirs. This executor may be a non-believer,
who is to deliver it to the heirs. If the executors are more than one it is still
better. And (2); if the heirs have a dispute they must produce witnesses, failing
which they must take an oath with full fervour as explained above. And
always fear Allah, and do not forget that He does not allow the wrongdoers to
receive guidance unless they renounce their misconduct. Unless one repents
and mends his ways Allah does not force him into piety. In fact some of the
sins are so grave that as a punishment, the sinner is deprived of repentance.
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109.

110.

111,

Section 15

Beware of the Day when Allah
will gather the Messengers and
say to them: how were you
answered? They will say: no
knowledge have we; verily You
are the Great Knower of things
hidden.

Call to mind when Allah will
say: O ‘lsa, son of Maryam,
remember My favour upon vou
and your mother when | aided
you with the Holy Spirit, so that
you spoke to mankind in the
cradle and in maturity, and when
I taught you the Book and
wisdom and Torah and the
Bible, and when you formed out
of clay the likeness of a bird by
My Command and you breathed
into it and it became a bird by
My Command, and you healed
the born blind and the leper by
My Command: and when you
caused the dead to come forth
by My Command; and when I
restrained the Children of lsrail
from you when vou came to
them with evidences, and those
of them who disbelieved said:
this 1s but magic manifest.

Recall when [ revealed to the
disciples: believe in Me and My
Messenger, they said: we have
believed, and bear You witness
that verily we are Muslims.
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114.

115.

Recall when the disciples said:
O “Isa, son of Maryam, can your
Rabb send down to us some
food from the heaven? He said:

fear Allah, if’ you are indeed |[w] n

believers.

They said: we mean that we may
eat of it and we may set our
hearts at rest and we get assured
that you have spoken the truth to
us and we should be its
witnesses.

‘Isa, son of Maryam, said:
Allah. our Rabb! Send down to
us some food from the heaven,
that it may become an occasion
of joy to us — the first of us and
the last of us — and sign from
You; provide us You, and You
are the Best of Providers.

Allah said: surely | am going to
send it down to you, but
whoever of you disbelieves
afterwards, | shall torment him
with such a punishment the like
of which I shall not give to any
of My creatures of the worlds.
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Secrets of Revelation

To be satisfied with a sinful life sustained by wealth amassed through plunder,
is indeed a blunder. Because a Day is approaching, when all the creation will
be simultaneously gathered at one place. It will be the place of reckoning and
this world with all its comforts and attractions would have come to an end.
Some amongst the gathered would be those who had opted for disobedience in
this world and were the wrong doers: repudiators in beliefs and malefactors in
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practice. While some would be those who had followed the true beliefs and
practised righteousness. There will be yet two more categories of people:
those who were non-believers at heart but pretended to be Muslims and even
acted like them, and those who were Muslims at heart, but could not practise
Islam in their lives as they should have, and lagged behind.

The two groups of Muslims, those truly sincere at heart as well as in action
and those Muslims at heart but slack in action, both shall qualify for
intercession. Whereas both the groups of non-believers shall not be entitled to
any. This intercession will be done by the Prophets™ and Messengers™ or on
their behalf by the relevant personages like Mushai’kh, the Shuhada’ or the
pious souls or even ones’ children who had died very young. It is asserted here
that on the Final Day, when the entire creation will be gathered. the first -
question shall be addressed to the Prophets™ and Messengers™, so as to
make it clear to everyone that it is a Day when no one shall be able to hide
himself or con¢eal anything. When such exalted personalities shall face
accountability, where do the ordinary human beings stand?

Now the question put forth to the Prophets™ will also be a unique one, that is,
what was the response given to them by their people, or how many accepted
the Divine Message and how many turned away in arrogance? Now if the
Prophets™ do not know what had happened after their passing away, they
surely will be aware of those who had accepted the Message directly and had
offered sacrifices. Similarly they will know who opposed, negated the
Message and fought against them. These exalted souls, knowing fully well that
no believer shall remain deprived of His Mercy while their testimony will
close all avenues of salvation upon the non believers, urged by their nobility,
soft nature and grace, will speak: “O° Allah! How do we know? Our
knowledge was limited to the obvious, whereas You know what was in their
hearts. We saw what You made us see, and we knew what You told us.
Therefore, we have no knowledge. It is not a Day to rely upon outward
appearance of things. Rather, this is the Day of thorough screening and since
You are well Aware of the hidden and the manifest, You certainly know
better.”

=-A5

Then Prophet ‘Isa™ shall be addressed before the huge crowd and Allah shall
remind him of His unlimited favours, which are beyond human understanding,
bestowed upon him and his pious mother. The miracles manifested at his
hands and the Karamah of his mother overwhelm the human intellect. How the
Archangel Jibril’s™ presence strengthened him and his company became a
source of power and dignity. (Incidentally it proves that Allah may appoint a
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helping angel or a noble spirit to deliver His Barakah and His Lights). He
spoke from his cradle as an infant. To specak means to converse in a
meaningful manner, which indeed was a great miracle. Addressing the people
in his middle age, too, is a miracle for him while it is normal for people to
speak at this age. But he had been taken to the heavens before attaining that
age. According to the belief of the Muslims, Prophet *Isa™ shall return to this
world, and will propagate Islam, and shall be burried in the Holy Prophet's ™
tomb, where space for him has already been kept. His return to the world and
participation in its activities will again be a miracle. Allah blessed him with
the knowledge of the Book, made him fully conversant in the Divine Books
and also the wisdom, that is, exposition and understanding of the Divine
Books, namely the Torah and the Bible. These were taught to him or
committed to his memory. Allah bestowed him the power to perform amazing
acts. He moulded clay in the shape of a bird such as a crow, a sparrow or a
pigeon and the model did not have to be perfect, but when he blew on it, by
Allah’s Command it would come to life and fly away.

Here it is proven that to blow over something after recitation is permissible,
provided it 1s within the limits of Shari‘ah. The reason for doing so must be
valid, as the manifestation of a miracle is for the upholding of Din. Whatever
is recited must be allowed by Shari‘ah and the person recitin: it must be aware
of its meanings. The form of blowing in which Satanic or ev) incantations are
recited for evil purposes is prohibited. The Satan co-operates in these as much
as he can.

Prophet ‘Isa™ would blow on to lepers and congenitally blind and cure them.
Even the incurable diseases were also cured. The patients cured were living
beings after all, he could even stand by a grave, pray and the dead would
quicken and come out of the grave. It must be remembered that anything
manifested as a miracle by a Prophet™ can be manifested at the hands of a
Wali as Karamah. Karamah is in fact a Prophet’s miracle awarded to a Wali
because of his sincere and true devotion. Above all, the entire state machinery
of the Bani Israil, with all its might, could not harm Prophet ‘Isa*S as Allah
had constrained them from doing so. They were left behind when he was lifted
to the heavens. But woe be to disbelief, it has its own lens for seeing things.
Inspite of witnessing everything, they declared that these miracles were pure
magic while the performer was only a sorcerer!

Allah’s Address to Prophet ‘Isa™® continues. He is reminded how Allah talked
to his disciples, that is, through him it was demanded in the Bible that they
believe in Allah and His Messenger with sincerity. To mention His dialogues
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with the disciples is to highlight their honour and status. Similarly, one of the
reasons behind the gradual revelation of the Qurdn over a period of twenty
three years, was to honour the Companions™** with the dialogue for this entire
duration. They would address their questions to the Holy Prophet™"" while the
answers were revealed by Allah. The Bible was revealed all at the same time
and the disciples were called upon to declare their belief in Allah. They
answered: “O Allah! We believe in You, and in Your Messenger, so be our
witness.” Then they put in a strange demand: “O ‘[sa™, we beg your pardon,
but will Your Rabb consider it proper to send food for us from the heavens™.
Inspite of high claim of belief they said: “Your Rabb” and not “Our Rabb”.
And then for satisfaction sought proof saying that whatever miracles they had
witnessed on land could also be possible by sorcery. while on heavens sorcery
was impossible.

Prophet ‘Isa™ warned them to fear Allah as the demand for miracles did not
match with faith. Similarly the biggest Karamah of a Shaikh is to be on the
‘right path and take the seekers in the right direction. After accepting someone
as Shaikh it is not proper to demand Karamah from him. So they confided in
Prophet ‘Isa™® that their intention was to enjoy heavenly food and attain
Barakah not only as a source of satisfaction for their hearts, but also that they
could present it as a proof to his credibility before other people. The Prophet™
raised his hands in prayer. It signifies the possibility that food can be blessed
in certain cases. The only reason for bringing about Karamah and miracle is to
uphold Din and to verify the truthfulness of a Prophet™. He prayed: “O’
Allah! Send us food from the heavens so that we may celebrate the occasion
as ‘Eid, for our contemporaries as well as for those to follow. Let it be a
symbol of Your Providence and Your Unity. You are the Provider. What
provisions we have are from You. Please now make a slight change, that
instead of growing it from the soil let it come down trom the heavens.” Allah
said that this minor change would indeed be a very great blessing, and in case
of ingratitude, the punishment would also be proportionately greater. We
would send food from the heavens, but after consuming it whoever disobeys
will also be punished in an exemplary and unprecedented manner. According
to Commentators, the food was sent down, the people enjoyed it and yet
disobeved Allah. They were, therefore, destroyed by being distorted to swines
and apes.
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1 16.

LE:

118.

Section 16

And when Allah will say: O
‘Isa, son of Maryam! Was it you
who said to the people: take me
and my mother as two gods
beside Allah? “lsa will say:
Praise be to You; it was not for
me to say that to which I had no
right, had 1 said it, You were
sure to know it. You know what
IS in my mind, and | do not
know what is in Your mind.
Verily You, only You are the
Great Knower of things hidden.

I said not to them anything save
what You bade me: worship

Allah, Rabb of me and Rabb of

you. [ was a witness over them
so long as I abode among them;
then when You took me up, You
have been the Watcher, and You
are a witness over everything.

Should You torment them, then
verily they are Your creatures

and should You forgive them,|

then verily You, only You, are
the Mighty, the Wise.

Allah will say, this is a Day
when their truthfulness will
benefit the truthful, Theirs shall
be Gardens beneath which
streams flow; they shall abide
there forever. Well-pleased is
Allah with them, and well-
pleased are they with Allah; this
1s an achievement supreme.
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Secrets of Revelation

Prophet ‘Isa™* will be questioned before a massive gathering: *O *Isa! Did you
teach your people to believe in you and your mother as Gods besides Allah?”
It means that whatever we practise in the name of Din shall be put forth to the
Prophets ™ for endorsement. If they accept responsibility for the action as
being motivated by their teachings. only then will it be approved. For example,
in the era of the Holy Prophet™", there were neither any religious institutions,
nor curriculum nor the present day books. Ahadith were in scattered form,
mostly stored in memory and some reduced to writing. But the command to
teach, learn and to acquire knowledge is there. The present dav religious
institutions or books, 1f not in violation of any aspect of Shari‘ah do serve the
orders of the Holy Prophet™. But the innovations like Death Anniversaries
(‘Urs) and Eleventh Day Celebrations (Givarween Sharif) amidst musical
concerts must not be expected to win His Reward. However, if the Holy
Prophet™*" accepts that he had ordered such celebrations, these will be part of
Din. But the Prophets™ teach nothing against Din. Therefore, any attempt to
prove the rituals as Din will be a source of embarrassment. Like the Christians
will face difficulty when Prophet ‘Isa™ will depose: “O Allah! It was not
proper for me to say anything against reality, and for which [ had no authority.
Had [ said such a thing, it must have been in Your knowledge, as You are
Aware of everything, even what lies in the depths of my heart. | could not have
attained any knowledge apart from what You revealed to me. You are the
Knower of the Unseen and it is Your special Attribute to know without any
source. The entire creation can only know what You let them know. | did tell
them but only what You Commanded me to.” This means that teachings of the
Prophets™ are never against the Pleasure and Commandment of Allah. An
authentic Hadith shall certainly be corroborated by Allah’s Book. Therefore,
Prophet ‘Isi™ told his people: worship Allah, Who is my Rabb and yours
too. He has created us and is sustaining us. He provides for all our needs. And
‘O Allah! You are the best witness! As long as [ was amidst them [ taught
them whatever You Commanded me to. But when You summoned me to the
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heavens only You could have watched over them, because a human being is
but human, who can only report what he sees around him. Keeping vigilance
over everyone, everywhere simultaneously is only Your Attribute. Now if You
wish to punish them it is upto You, as they are Your servants, Your creation,
whom You provided the best of things and loved them. And if it pleases You.
You may forgive them, as no one can overrule Your decision, for You are the
Mightiest. They can neither escape You, nor fight You back. If You forgive
them it would be out of Your logic and wisdom; and if You punish them, that
too will be out of Wisdom.”

It will then be announced: “O’ people! Today is the Day of Truth and
Reckoning. This Day the truthful shall benefit from their truth and the sincere
from their sincerity, while falschood, fraud and fabrications, shall be of no
avail to anyone.”

Those who strove in Allah’s Cause with sincerity and devotion; their human
errors and omissions shall be forgiven by the intercession of the Prophets™,
the Aulia, their noble deeds and off springs who died in childhood. Only such
people shall abide in the exalted place, where the season is always a blooming
spring, with honour and dignity. Allah shall be pleased with them; they will
never have any complaints and will be pleased with Him. This indeed is the
real and the grand success. Those lacking sincerity and devotion have not even
been mentioned here; so let them be as Allah is sufficient to reckon with them.
And it must be known to all that whether it is the earth or the heavens, or even
another world in the universe, the sole Authority and Absolute Rule rests with
Allah. He Alone is the Owner of everything and has the power to do whatever
pleases Him. No one can stop Him from implementing His Plans.
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