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Surah al Hujurat

(THE APARTMENTS)
Revealed at Madinah, it has two Sections and eighteen Ayt

Section 1

In the Name of Allah
The Maost Gracious, The Most Meraiful.

O you who behieve! Do not be
forward in the presence of Allah
and His Messenger, and fear
Allah. Venly Allah is Heanng
Knowing.

O you who beheve! Do not raise
vour voice above the voice of the
Prophet. nor shout loud to him in
discourse, as vou do to one
another, lest your works may be
rendered  frutless, while vou
perceive not.

Venly those who lower their
voices m the presence of the
Messenger of Allah! Those are
they whose hearts Allah has
disposed towards piety; theirs will
be forgiveness and splendid wage
Venly these who call aloud to you
from outside the inner apartments,
most of them are foolish.

And had they waited till you come
out unto them, it had surely Been
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better for them, and Allah s
Formving, Merciful.

O vou who behieve! If a nuschief-
maker came to vou with a report.
then make a stnct inguiry. lest vou
may hurt a people unwattingly and
thereafter repent of what vou have
done.

And know that venly among you
therc is the Messenger of Allah If
he were to obey you, you would
surcly be tn trouble, but Allah hag
endeared fauth 10 vou and has
bedecked it i vour hearts and has

made nfideliy and wickedness
and disobedience  abhorrent 1o
vou These! They are the men of
rectitude

Through grace from Allah and| -

His favour And Allah s

Knowing, Wise

And if two parues of the faithful
fall to mutual fighting, then affect
reconcihanon between them But
if one of them rebels aganst the
other. then fight the party which
rebels ull ot reverts o the
Commandment of Allah. Then if
it reverts, affect reconciliation
between them justh and be
equitable,  Allah  loves  the
equitable

The Futhful are but brethren, so
affect reconcihation between your
brethren and fear Allah that
mercy may be shown 1o you
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Secrets of Revelation

Before undertaking reformation of the world, the very goal of Jihid, there is a need
for self-reformation first. This is based on respect for the Holy Prophet™¥. Any
slackness in his obedience 1s simply unacceptable. The confines of his respect are
that the believers must never, under any circumstances, precede him in any matter
whatsoever. This amounts to preceding Allah, because the dictates of the Holy

Prophet™*" are in fact Allah’s Commandments. The believers must fear Allah as
He s all-Knowing

Holy Prophet's™™ Respect is the Basis of Self-Reformation

The behevers must not raise their voices in his audience and must never speak in a
tone louder than his. Nor must they talk casually with him as they do among
themsclves, lest it mnvalidates all their deeds without their knowing it Some
scholars assert that if a person unintentionally raises his voice, without even
realising 1, it may vitiate his good deeds. As the Prophetic Barakah - the light of
the Qalb and the spintual feelings - are transmitted through the righteous scholars
and the accomplished saints, they are to be similarly respected. And as for the
mvalidation of good deeds, Ahl-e-Sunnah agree that it is the outcome of infidelity,
very much a voluntary action. Unless and until one does it on purpose, he will not
become an infidel. Similarly faith is also voluntary and unless one wilfully
embraces Islam he cannot be a Muslim.

Maulana Ashraf “Al Thanvi™" explams: Taking a lead over the Holy Prophet**
mhmwngmmckh&cmmﬂﬁmmmdkmmﬂdimmsy
towards his status, and can cause his annoyance. Even if it is unintentional. the
pusn‘bﬂit}-ofmnin}mmﬂdisr@rdmmbemhdmmlnuﬂumgr
dimnzs}'moﬁumﬂmdimdwmpacnymmﬁgmmﬁypaﬂngthc“ay
to sin and eventually leads to inficelity. Mufti Muhammad Shafi“*™¥ in his
Mu'anf ul Qurin, asserts with reference to some scholars that an act of
impudence or disregard towards a spiritual mentor will bear similar results, that is.
shall impede acting righteously, ultimately vitiating the faith.

Those who lower their voices in the presence of the Holy Prophet™* are the
hdkwmmim%uhhﬂnhlnsappmedfmﬁqmmﬂnsmmmgmhs
violation crosses their minds. Such are the fortunate souls who qualify for His
Forgivencss as well as a mighty reward.



Same Etiquettes Mandatory at the Holy Prophet*™ Tomb

According 1o the righteous scholars the Holy Prophet*™ commands the same
respect as he did in his temporal life. So it is against the etiquettes 1o raise one’s
voice while paying traditional homage at his tomb. Also when Ahadith are read
out, 1t 1s forbidden to make noise, being rude and aganst the ctiquettes. Similarly
the audiences of great religious scholars must also be attended with due deference.
And those who call out to the Holy Prophet™* from outside his private chambers
are mostly unwise. Tlus refers to some pagans of Banu Tamim, who in a hurry to
get back to their possessions and livestock, had called out aloud for the Holy
Prophet™* from outside his pnivate chambers.

The Sacred Chambers

The chambers of the noble wives of the Holy Prophet™* had ceilings improvised
from date palm branches, and the doors were draped with heavy woollen curtains.
The Holy Prophet’s™" tomb was the erstwhile chamber of Hadhrat ‘Ayeshah
$iddh1nh““111ﬂkodmnmadjnimdmﬁmdhncnunﬂfﬂtm&ﬂunwh
Hadhrat Dafid bin Qais™" reports that he had seen these apartments. The distance
henmmthcmmrdmrarﬂﬁwlivingmmasﬁtuTannwhs{Q-lﬂﬁ:u},
its length was about 10 arm-lengths (15 feet) while the ceiling was 7 to 8 arm
lengths (10 - 12 feet) high These sacred chambers were included in the Holy
Prophet's**" Mosque on the orders of Waleed bin Abdul Malik

Had the villagers calling out to the Holy Prophet™* been patient until he had
Mmmt&rm%huumﬂdhwbmmﬁxﬂm.mtxmﬂm
of the Quran “till you come out unto them™ means that the Holy Prophet™¥ had
hhnscifmﬁmdmmﬂtfhclndmmﬂﬁrwndﬂpumh“mkim
M\:Mlpmmmlmmm“*mmﬂw}'mmwm
sc&hgmligﬁm:sMiﬁg:,bMMns:ufﬂmmmleﬂﬂq*um
unaware of the etiquettes. They were, therefore, pardoned, as evident from “Allah
is Forgiving, Merciful”. Nevertheless, their simplicity or naivety became a
blessing for mankind as it led to the revelation of etiquettes to be observed while in
the Holy Prophet's™*" audience.

Thcbdmmnmmmﬁwmfonmnmrmmdﬂleryrmsdmf
monger. Any complaints of disobedience to the Holy Prophet™™ or impudence
murdshmnmﬂbcmmmdbcﬁ:rcm:mungmagmmﬂnaﬂeged
backgamndlmdhrgmmismﬂaﬁmmsﬁmﬂwdﬁcﬂninufBaniMus{aﬁq,
Mhmﬁbimm,{“immuﬁnathﬂ:m]a“ﬂmwtmmﬂm&



Holv' Prophot™ ) had vsited lim and ombraced Islam He songlt the Lol
Prophict's ™" penimission to convert his tnbe to Islam and 10 comey mem the
uyunction of Zakit, and also requested for a couner 10 lus b to collect it The
Compamen deputed 1o the purpose happened 1o be a former mval of Bam
Mustalig As he arnved, the entire tribe tamied out to grect him. Assumiing it to be
an assault he fled and complamed to the Hely Prophet *™, who ordered an
expedition agamt them under the command of Hadlirat Khald b Waleed ™

They met Bamt Mustaliy alrcady on thar say to Madinah to clanfy the situation
Together they retumed and  explained to the Holy Prophet™™  and  the
misunderstanding was removed

The Testimony of a Wicked Person

The scholars conclude that 1t s forbidden to act upon iformation provided by a
wicked person unless confirmed by other sources In Islamic junsprudence. it is
acceptable only in petty temporal affairs but not i important issues like war

The Contemporary Vote

The present day vole 1s also a testimony whereby Governmients are formed 10
decide the fates of nations. If only this rule was applied 10 vote m cur country.
Which i any case 1s 3 necessity according 1o Sharnaly!

Impartiality of the Companions *"

The information i the above madent was provided by a Companion™ void of
any: chance of wickedness. Ahl<-Sumah believe that all Companions™*" were
just and mmparmal, though not mnocent. And anyone who commutted a s was
duly puished m accordance with Shari‘ah and punified And m the light of Qurin
and the Sunnah pone remaned without punfication through penitence The very
tew who erred ideed epented i an exemplary manner Besides, the Divine
declaration. Kadht Allah ~Anhum wa Radhe ‘Anhu (Allab is pleased with them
and they are pleased with Himj s an irefutable evidence to therr truthfulness, as
Divine Pleasure can only be attsined through remission of sins and dying as a
believer Moreover, the honour of Companionship is enjoyed by ali whether they
avatled the company of the Holy Prophet™™, for a long tme or for 3 moment

Aﬂnflhummh:mnmnuhdufﬂmﬂnguhrhmmmfmjmmgﬂnpmmuf
Allah's Messenger anudst them. This great favour can be nghtfully acknowledged
only b}-tutnladhmmcmhimmﬂmbyhmﬂwwmmhma
compliance with tus directions 1s indeed a source of mercy for them. so personal
Opuuons must be surrendered in night camest -



The Status of Companions **"

It was due to the honour of his company that Allah blessed the noble Companions
with devotion by embedding faith decp nto their hearts, They are certamly the
perfect examples of love and devotion. And He instilled in them an abhorrence for
infidelity, sin and disobedience. As a result they always sought the pleasure of the
Holy Prophet™". They are the exemplary people who, by His Munificence,
treaded the straight path, indeed a reward and a great Divine favour. Even today
the Shan‘ah of the Holy Prophet™", his sayings and his directions are preserved
in prstine form and the same level of obedience is expected from the Ummah, a
level expounded by Allah, the Ommiscient and the Wise as a living testimony to
their .

The believers are commanded to work for reconciliation between two warring
groups of believers. And if despite these efforts one of them continues to oppress
the other, the believers must fight until it reverts to Allah’s obedience and agrees to
a truce. The cause of conflict must be removed with equity and justice in
accordance with Shan‘ah, to ensure that no conflicts take place n future, for
Allah approves the equitable. He has emjoined equity and truce because all
Mushms belong to the same fratemity. This bond is stronger than the biological
bond; it 15 onlv fmendliness that befits brothers. Therefore, it 18 best to live
peacetully and be conscious of Allah in all matters of war and peace to mvoke His
Mercy and to give behevers the capacity to take the right decisions.

Mutual Conflicts of the Companions ™"

According to the righteous scholars, this Ayah take care of all mutual conflicts of
the believers especially the disputes amongst the Companions™*. Whenever they
had 1o cross swords, they had sincerely deliberated through ljtehad. All aimed at
the attainment of Allah’s Pleasure, so no one has the right to criticise. They should
rather be spoken of highly and respectfully. Their nghteousness is supported by
many a Abadith and the Commentators have dwelt on this topic at length

Section 2
11 Oiyon whobeliovel Letndt onel . o v cestcssict i s S50Es
group scoff at another group, Fffif:-t;-rﬂy ;'-‘K-Zl.'-,;‘lni‘-':

perchance they may be better than ﬂlﬁéﬁ.ﬁiﬂ'—i‘;ﬁ 2
they are, nor let some women
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are. And do not traduce one
another, nor revile one another by
odious appellations; ill is the name
of sin after belief. And whosocver

will not repent, then those are the
wicked.

O you who believe! Avoid much
suspicion; indeed some suspicion
15 a sin. And spy not, nor backbite
one another Would any of you
relish to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? You detest that. And fear
Allah; venly Allah 1s Relenting,
Merciful.

Mankind! Venly We! We have
created you of a male and a
female, and We have made vou
nations and tnbes that you mught
know one another Venly the
noblest of you with Allah is the
most pious of you. Venly Allah is
Knowmng, Wise

The desert Arabs say: We have
believed. Say vour You have not
beheved, rather say: We have
submutted to Islam, while faith has
not vet entered into vour hearts.
And if you obey Allah and His
Messenger, He shall not diminish
of your works; venly Allah is
Forziving. Merciful

The faithful are only those who
have faith in Allah and His
Messenger, and have not doubted
thereafter, and have striven hard
with their nches and their lives in
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the Cause of Allah. Those! They

are the truthful
16, Say vou: What! Will you instruct s 03 a s SR
Allah about syour religion? PP A R W
Whereas Allah knows whatsoever € K00, v 22l AT
is in the heavens and whatsoever N "'!Lf"“f
# + =B g
15 i the carth, and Allah 15 Aware @f __k,&tﬁ_gﬂh
of eventhing. B .

17 Theyregarditasafavourtoyou| o . . r
that they have embraced Islam | SZingeiiaay wislafdaisis

Say you: Deem not your| wze o g ecagten 2,0
- - - = ‘-J]r'l' 'w i-u‘:’ - - .“l)!
surrender a favour to me, nayl #‘:—"""iﬁ ﬁu‘"

Allah has confered a favour (0 TR
upon you as He has guided you to
the fasth, 1f vou are sincere.

I8 Allah knows the ludden m the R T P SO e
heavens and the carth, and Allah| S0wY DA ICE AT ST

is the Beholder of what vou do. @ Qﬁ@;ﬁ
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Secrets of Revelation

O’ behievers! Guard against situations that may lead to conflicts. For mstance, no
group of belicvers may ndicule another, for who knows the ndiculed may be
higher 1n status with Allah than the mocker. Similarly the believing women must
be very careful in what they say and should never speak disdanfully about other
women. The latter may be dearer to Allah than the former. Do not find faults in
one another, for it promotes hatred and estrangement. No one should call another
names. These arc important 1ssues that Qurdn has enjomed upon the behieving men
and women independently, but are grossly ignored today resulting in mutual
hatred - It is indeed repugnant to speak ill of one other and give the infidels a
chance to raise fingers on Muslims. It does not befit a believer to call someone
with msulting names. Sull if a believer continues to act depravedly and does not
stop, he 1s guilty of wickedness and will be dealt with accordingly

Similarly, scepticism is an ewvil trait, that does not befit a believer. Because
suspicion 15 one of the grave sins, it is forbidden to be sceptical of any believer



without solid evidence. There is no need to be inquisitive or suspicious in order to
find out the weaknesses of others. One is responsible to act in accordance with the
apparent situation without wasting time in finding faults in others. And a believer
must never engage in backbiting, which is like teaning the flesh from his brother’s
corpse to devour, a loathsome idea indeed. A corpse feels no pain when its flesh is
tom, though 1t does expose its bones. Yet the guilty would be indulging in an
extremely disgusting activity. Similarly the person who is absent is unaware of
what is being talked about him while the backbiter tears his cloak apart, exposing
tus secrets. So O” believers!. You must repent and renounce backbiting and be
mindful of Allah, the Most Merciful.

Rules on Backbiting

To speak 1ll of anyone in his absence is termed as backbiting. If what is being said
is not true, it falls under slander. If the victim is not so far aware of what has been
said m his absence, the backbiter must confess his guilt before him. And if the
victim comes 1o know of it then the backbiter must beg his pardon as well.
Smmlarly 1t is forbidden to backbite against children, the tax-paying infidels under
protection and an insane person, whether by word of mouth or by gestures. The
only exception is where evil is likely to spread if a wicked person is not exposed
with a view to protecting the masses. It is also permissible to inform a person or
an agency that can pre-empt the evil and take remedial measures. In any case the
amm must purely be the reformation and not humiliation.

O’ People! Allah has procreated all of you from a single male and a female and
has divided you into different tnbes and clans merely for identification. And as for
the honour and precedence, the most honourable amongst you in Allah’s view is
the ane who is most nighteous. Righteousness is indeed an inner state known only
to Allah and people have no means to measure it So give due regard to all
according to their ranks, as Allah is All Knowing. With the ememgence of an
Islamic State in Madinah, some people identified their mundane interests with it
and a lot from the rural arcas outwardly embraced Islam without imner
uuhrsam%wmﬂdobsawﬂ:mﬂﬁpsmlyfmcxpcﬂaipmygahs.&t
of them mentioned their conversion to Islam before the Holy Prophet™™ as if they
had done a great favour to Islam. The Holy Prophet™" was commanded to tell
them that they had not become believers and had at the most submitted to Islam
ﬂt&iﬂlasm.mhhdtnpmﬁmdmm.ﬂndifﬂwmmmi
whole heartedly, in submission to Allah and His Messenger™", He will not



Are Islam and Faith Two Different Concepts?

In terms of Shan‘ah, Islam and Imdn (faith) are the same. The former means
subnussion followed by an endorsement by the heart. It is conformity in deeds
endng up in confirmation by the Qalb. On the other hand. Imin refers to an
endorsement by the Qalb first, followed by conformity in deeds. Both are one and
the same, though having different meanings in the literal sense. For instance, the
hypocntes outwardly displayed obedience while their hearts were void of faith.
They were taken as Muslims but in Allah’s Knowledge they were not believers.
And who indeed are the believers? Those who once having believed in Allah and
His Prophet™" never faltered in their futh throughout life. They never considered
their lives or wealth to be their own, rather fought in Allah’s Cause with both and
proved their metal as true believers. And those who profess obedience only for
vested inferests, and never willingly donate even a penny in Allah’s Cause nor
participate m Jihid, are not true to their claim. They are in effect trying to devise a
new religion, in order to biuff Allah by professing piety. Do they know better than
what is revealed by Allah as Din? They ought to refrain from yet another act of
mpudence by way of fabrications, for Allah is well Aware of all affairs of the
heavens and the earth.

These foolish people expect the Holy Prophet™*™ to be indebted to them for having
converted to Islam. They must be told not 1o consider it as a favour to him. rather
it 1s for their own good. Had they not converted, they would have been destroyed.
Arﬂifﬂrymminﬂwirdahnnfhanngmdﬂrfathy,his
mdeed a great Divine favour that He facilitated them with the capacity to believe.
Beware that Allah knows all the hidden secrets in your bosoms, and is also
watching over your deeds.
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