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And who is more misguided than
he who calls besides Allsh such
as will not answer him till the Day
of Resurrection, and who are even
unaware of their call?

they will become enemies unto|

Siirah Al Ahqaf
(THE SANDHILS)
Revealed in Makkah, it comprises four Sections and thirty five Aydt.
Section 1
In the Name of Allah s .
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.
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The revelation of the Book is from s mece  owh s
Allah, the Mighty, the Wise. (D AL S0E, ST
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their worship. Flloe -

7. And _wh:n. Our manifest L A
revelations are rehearsed to them, q"'-“,.‘.b‘s:-z.. U“r#l-!"ﬁ?‘&hb
those who disbelieve say of the @M}.__,fﬁéﬂ;fj
truth when it comes to them: This )
1s magic manifest.

8. Do they say: He has fabricated it? sz ppoerre wa S ise0. 2as
Say you: If | have fabricated it, ﬁﬂfﬁuﬁhﬂg';ifﬁ"n;ﬂm‘
you cannot avail me against Allah| _, 5752 2 S\ RTAEE 5.
in anything. He is the Knower of s rria Ko = g
what you utter respecting it. He @--:'z).n"rf.lg-w v o
suffices as witness between me
and you and He is Forgiving,
Merciful.

9, Say }mﬂ; IMa:m not an ut::;watnr ._o;_ﬁ'l.:j Pﬁ?ﬁé 2 %% 3
mm&mmmu .:_-"‘ --,l-[:.; .lf';‘*_"" ‘g.— .l.rfﬁi:
with you: 1 only follow what is| S5 2 1@'*‘1’?::’“{“1
revealed to me, and | am but a © PSR At
manifest wamer.

10, Say vou: Think! If 1t 15 from
Allah while you disbelieve m it 2 e L 2
and a witness from the Children #"*P:s';? :"'i:i':f:
of Israll bears witness to the like| Cebs.dialle JoflltmonalBiE]
thereof and believes, while you T e P R P
are sl stiffncked, then who is| oo 70 ST 8
further astray than you? Verily
Allah does not guide a wicked
people.
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Secrets of Revelation

This Magnificent Book has been revealed by Allah, Who is Mighty and
mmmhnfmmmm.mmbyﬂhwmm



respite is given to people and a Book for their guidance has been conveyed to the
mankind by His true Messenger™"_ It provides evidence that Allah has created
the heavens and the earth, and all that exists therein with absolute perfection, and
there ought to be an outcome of this exercise. In other words, every creation itself
demands that it must come to a conclusion one day, otherwise the ends of justice
are nol met.

And those who deny do so without any authoritv. When cautioned against the
homifying doom of Akhirah they simply tumn and walk away. They may be asked
to present anything created by therr deities, to whom they call out and worship
besides Allah in hope of some gain or in fear of some loss. Do they enjoy any
parmership in the heavens? If they cannot prove it logically let them present a
Scriptural authority or support it by the teachings of any Prophet or Messenger™

Three Types of Reasoning

There are three kinds of evidence to judge the veracity of a claim. Firstly from the
Divine Books, secondly the historical traditions, the most authentic being those
traced to a Prophet™ and thirdly, logical evidence. When the infidels cannot prove
their stance by any of the three means, they are indeed wrong. The deities they
invoke can never hear them and have no knowledge of the invoker, On the Day of
Judgement these deties will tum into their enemies and deny that they were
worshipped. These infidels are being conveyed clear Divine revelations, yet they
dismiss these as magic and accuse the Holy Prophet™" of fabricating lies about
Allsh. He may inform them that if it were so, why should he do it for their sake,
knowing fully well that they cannot save him from Allah’s Wrath?

An Impostor is Always Miserable

As a rule, an impostor is always abased and destroved. He is not given respite for
long to misguide people. The Holy Prophet’s™" always has Allah’s succour by
s side while his enemies are being abased. It is a mighty evidence of his
truthfuiness and the authenticity of his Prophethood. The actions of the infidels are
not concealed from Allah and He is sufficient as Witness over them and him.

If they claim that they have not been exterminated so far and as such they are
nght, it is absurd, because Allsh’s Book clearly rejects their ungodly beliefs.
Nevertheless if they repent and reform, He is Forgiving. And indeed He is
Beneficent, and that is why an infidel also avails of His General Mercy during the
temporal life. The Holy Prophet™* may also tell them that he is not the first one
1o have been sent as His Messenger, nor is Prophethood something unheard of
There have been Prophets and Messengers™ sent before him, a fact they are fully



aware of And he does not claim to know the Unseen, whereby he can comment on
his as well as their fate. Whatever he says is revealed to him by Allah and his
office requires him to forewam them against the impending tribulations.

The Holy Prophet™*" and Knowledge of the Unseen

This 1s an 1ssue often discussed in public debates. However, according to the
consensus of the nighteous scholars, to say that the Holy Prophet™™ did not know
the unseen, or to make him the topic of discussion in this context is not permitted
at all In fact it is so impudent that it may well jeopardise one’s faith. It is true that
the Holy Prophet™™ is not a partner in His Being and His Attributes, nor anyone
else. The knowledge vouchsafed to His entire creation s less than what has been
given to the Holy Prophet™* alone. The Ayah under discussion may be
mterpreted to mean that he does not claim 1o know the unseen, nor does he foretell
anything even about himself as to what may befall him the next day. He speaks
only that of which he is blessed with knowledge by Him.

They must be wamed of the consequences of their denial, for undoubtedly this
Quran 1s from Allah, duly supported by logical as well as Scptural evidence.
And many a nighteous scholars of Bani Isriil enjoying knowledge of the earlier
Divine Scriptures have believed m i, testifying its authenticity. Other are just
being arrogant, denying out of sheer ignorance and conceit. A severe punishment
awaits them and Allah does not guide such transgressors.

Section 2

11 And ﬂw who disbehieve say of Y 1l [ e 1] & .
those who believe: Had it been| o3 el lyien Hall3G;
good they would not have BBt s [
preceded us thereto. And when t " _.*E.J.L..'.,:: ,'_,,,.
they have not let themsclves @Hﬁi“-‘hl“‘:‘ﬂ;ﬁ-‘
guided by it, they say: This is an
ancient falschood.

12. And pnior to it there has been the

that it may wam those who havel @y 5. 2 HIEE




13.

14

15.

16,

17,

Venly those who say: Our Rabb
15 Allah, and then stand fast to it,
no fear shall come upon them, nor
shall they gneve.

Those are the mmates of the
Garden, abiders therein: A
recompense for what they have
been working.

And We have emjoined upon man
kindness to the parents, with
hardshup bears hum his mother,

full strength and attams the age of
forty years, he says: Rabb! Grant
me that | may give thanks for the
favour which You have done me
and my parents and that | may
work nghteously such as You
may approve. And be You good in
my progeny, venly | have tumed
to You penitent, venily 1 am of|
those who submit.

Those are they from whom We
shall accept the best of what they
have worked, and their misdeeds
We shall pass by They will be
among the mmates of the Garden
- a true promise this, what they
have been promised.

And he who says to his parents:
Fie upon you both! Do you
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twain implore Allah’s assistance; RAI AR S
woe to vou! Come to believe, MEMEL

venly the promise of Allah is true.
Yet he says: This 1s nothing but
the fables of the ancients.

18.  Those are they upon whom has A heciey e Fo 2 Sra s
been justified the saying about the fi'd..j.!‘llj-t:“'a_"‘d-ﬁ' ..J
communities of Jinn and mankind R B I P

2 i{2 T
who have passed away before AP pdor s
losers.

I.g Mhﬂmmmm Ve i b i -k.l- o Ll A et by .
what they have worked, that He RSATE RN
may repay them i full for their @5"""-&
work, and they shall not be .
wronged.

20, And on the Day when those who

disbehieve shall be placed before| o120 GEE1.28% 31420
ﬁ;}ﬂmﬁﬁmmhﬁﬁ Sy 1yt bl AL EANSS

you ﬁ!lﬁ:‘r'cd - ".fl'trim{f, T - P T
vourselves therewith, so Today #J&‘J,Q).g_(—’p{hayjd\gm
}msimllberaqmttdwﬂhmm « AP E'-_" L;‘
of ignommy because you have @"’J‘""r‘!;-’\-!i.. 3
been growing stiff-necked on the
carth without justification, and
because you have  been
transgressing.
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Secrets of Revelation

Self-conceit pushes a person to his own choice as the criterion, like these infidels.
have accepted it, and the poor would not have preceded them. They think that
because they are better of than the believers in temporal affluence, they deserve to
avail all goodness. Denied the guidance, they label Qurin as false like fables of the



ancient, though the Scnptures revealed before it were also based on Truth. For
instance, the Torah revealed to Prophet Miisa™ was guidance and a source of
countless blesaings for his nation. Besides the etemal bliss, they were also given
success mn this world, as a great Divine Mercy. Now this Book revealed in clear
Ambichnguagcnuaﬂymitbm?lmmﬁﬁesﬂupmphmynfhs
revelation by the Torh. It forewams the transgressors and the infidels of the evil
consequences of demial, and gives glad tidings to those who obey Allah after
embracmng Islam with due sincerity.

Who are Mohsinin?

Those who acknowledge Allah as their Rabb, pin all hopes on Him with utmost
sincerity and persevere on true beliefs and practices for the rest of their lives. They
will have no fears of any punishment, nor will they grieve over leaving this world.
They will enter Jannah glecfully to abide therein. This will be Allah’s favour unto
them because of their noble conduct. Allah has also enjoined upon mankind
mutual rights besides His own. The foremost among them is kindness 1o parents,
especially to the mother, who endures lots of pain through the process of
pregnancy, delivery and suckling, spread over thirty months.

Pregnancy and the Period of Lactation

Here the duration of pregnancy and lactation is thirty months, while in an another
Ayah it is two years. Thus the minimum period of gestation is six months: the
baby does not completely develop before this period. The maximum duration of a
pregnancy has not been determined, it may well be in years while the breast
feedng is two years. Imiim Abu Hanifa™" adds another six months subject to the
provision that the baby does not take any other food of is weak etc. Otherwise all
the scholars agree that breastfeeding is upto two years. Beyond this period, if a
baby is breast fed by some other woman, the rules of fosterage will not apply.

mmmmmwﬂylsm)aﬂmmchﬁdM.He
leams from his experiences until at forty, he becomes pragmatic and begins to
handle the affairs of life deliberately instead of being impulsive. It is then that he
bejmmappmdncplyﬁ:grmdpamandthctdhmpmuf
bringing up children which they go through. He therefore, pleads: “Rabb! Grant
mﬁﬂlmyﬁwhﬂsh&&mmﬁﬁ?mmm“andmym
mﬂﬂﬂllnnymkﬁghm:ﬂyawhasﬁumywm,muﬁugmdm

my progeny, verily | have tumed to You penitent; verily I am of those who
submit ”



Abu Bakr Siddig™*"

Quran 1s for the entire mankind. Yet the Commentators assert that the very first
practical example of this Ayah was Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddig™", At 18, he
accompanied the Holy Prophet™*" on a business trip and never left his side. When
the Holy Prophet™" declared Prophethood, he was 38 and was the first to
embrace Islam. His parents followed suit and his grandchildren enjoved the honour

of Companionship down to four generations.

Such are the souls whose picty Allah accepts and whose omussions He overlooks.
They are the dwellers of Jannah, who shall fully avail His Promise. And there are
the unfortunate people who, despite having been bom to Mushm parents, go
astray (May Allah protect us) and when advised by their parents, scold them in
arrogance. They adwvise avouding such beliefs like quickening after death for
centunies have gone by and never did anyone come back to life. Their parents
plead with them to realize that Allah’s Promise will certainly come true; yet they
msist that these are myths of the old. For them the Promise of a doom will come
true including those in the preceding nations who had acted in the similar manner,
be they human or Jinn. Every nation and each individual wall have the due share of
reward or retnbution commensurate to their conduct and none will be wronged in
the least.

The Reward for the Noble Deed of an Infidel

The Day the infidels are driven to Hell, they will recall their noble deeds, for
mstance, helping the needy or construction of hospitals and wells etc in the
temporal Iife. They wall be told that since they had acted piously only for worldly
purposes, affluence or fame or for averting a distress, without ever believing in the
Akhirah, they had already availed their reward there. Now they will be kept in a

humiliating torment for being arrogant on Allah’s land and for His disobedience, a
natural outcome of such attude.

Section 3
21. And remember vou the brother of & FEeE
people m the sandhills — and _._.,,‘:,_,_, Jﬁu",
surcly there have passed away AL ) s ol
wamers before him and after him ;Khu" L-u:"':fl
- saymg: Worship none save
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26.

Allah, venly | fear for you the
chastisement of an awful Day

They said: Have you come to us
that vou may tumn us aside from
our gods” Then bring you upon us
that with which vou threatens us,
if you are truthful,

He sad The knowledge is only
with Allah, and 1 preach to you
that wherewith | am sent, but | see
you are a people given to
IZnorance

And when they saw it as an over
peering cloud tending towards
their valleys they said: That is an
over peering cloud bringing us
ram Nay! It 1s what you sought to
be hastened: A wind wherein is an
afflictive torment.

It shall annihilate evenything by
the command of its Rabb.
Therefore, they became such that
nothing could be seen of them
save their dwellings, We thus
requite a nation of the guilty.

And them We had assuredly
cstablished in that flounshing
condition wherein We have not
established vou and We had
assigned for them hearing and
sight and hearts; yet their hearing
and sight and hearts availed them
not at all. They used to deny the
revelations of Allah, and then
encompassed them what they had
been mocking at.
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Secrets of Revelation

The Holy Prophet™" may recall the story of Prophet Hid™ who was raised in
his own nation “Ad. They hived amidst sand dunes in a place not casily accessible,
yet Allah sent them the Message of guidance. There had been Prophets™ sent
before hum, a fact very well known to the infidels while this chain continued even
after him. So there was nothing unusual about Prophethood that they could not
perceive. All the Prophiets conveyed the same Message as did Prophet Hiid ™, that
is, not to worship and obev anyone save Allah. And if they were to persist in
polvtheism, he feared for them the doom of a tremendous Day. They accursed and
charged him for an attempt to estrange them from their deities.

Ascribing Divine Blessings to Others than Allah and Obeying them

Allah provides everyone with livelihood, health, honour etc. yet due to lack of His
Cuglmmmpeopl:ascﬁhcﬂmblamgsmadmﬂnnﬂmandmhnmm
their obedience while the Prophets™® dispense Allah's Cognition. The People of
‘Ad were annoyed by the words of Prophet Hid™, as in their ungodly opinion,
they benefited from the idols. This opinion was also held by the polytheists of
Makkah. Inflamed, they told the Prophet to let the doom commence right away
mstead of waiting for the Tremendous Day, if he was true. The Makkans had also
made a similar demand, but Allah declared that His Wrath wall not rout them so-
long-as the Holy Prophet™" was amudst them. Though this Divine Promise
endures till Qayamah vet the collective destruction has been suspended from the
world forever. And when the Holy Prophet™*" migrated to Madinah, the Makkans
were duly mflicted with famine, defeat at Badr and Uhad, and were dishonoured at
the Battle of Trench, while the Conquest of Makkah totally uprooted them.

Prophet Hid™ told his people that the knowledge of the Hour was only with
Allah. He was not assigned the task of mitiating the doom, nor was he to conduct
the accountability on that Day. That is Allah’s domain and only He Knows when
it will occur. His nussion was to convey Allah's Message, which he had done.
Their irrelevant questions, however, only displayed ignorance. And when they
refused to accept the Prophetic advice, the visitation was right upon them. They
saw a cloud heading towards their settlements. Assuming it as the harbinger of
ram they rejoiced and mocked at the Prophet’s waming It tumed out to be a
tormenting doom in the form of a very violent desert storm, which tossed
everything around and all died over night. No living creature survived, human or
amimal. Desolate houses were littered with corpses in a punishment decreed for the



culprits. O Addressees of the Quran! You are nowhere close to the powers and the
technology they had been given!
Preceding Nations also Advanced in Science
It 1s a fact that the carlier nations had also made great progress in knowledges of
the physical sciences. Many a relics recovered from their ruins reveal how they
had accomplished certain tasks even beyond the reach of modern man despite all
the advancement. Allah had blessed them with the hearing and the vision for
mundanc achievements, as well as faculty of the Qalb to acquire spiritual
excellence. Yet they did not employ these faculties to acquire His Cognition and
only confined themselves to the mundane pursuits, affluence, power and rule
which availed them naught agamst the doom. They opposed the revelations of
Allah, mocked at His Prophets and were destroyed in the process.

Section 4

21. A.Iﬂ ESSU.I'EH}"WE I'H\’ﬂ W ..rt.-*_..-_,..a &5 T T
the cities round about you, and| e AIoa L BTG,

We have vanously propounded : AT} .2
Our Signs that per chance they Wr‘ﬁﬁ
might return.

28. Then why succoured them not .-5..- IR
those whom they had taken for (PRI e rh_,-.mi_;h
gods beside Allah, as means of -2 &u.w B
approach? Aye! They failed them. e t{
And that was their lic which they (@ SAEHETS

had been fabricating.

20 And recall when We sent towards v P G
you a company of the Jmn ---'.F.-.--'.‘ar'"‘-"l"'-ﬂlbﬂ"b
listening to the Qurin. So when % 26 s CH S AN
they came in the presence thereof .
they said: Give ears. Then when it @#}.}..,f,-.]ﬁ” ;

was ended, they retumed back to
their people as wamers.

30. T}Eyﬂld. Omupmplc'Vuil}' 1.3 e ."-.-:‘-- -
we have hearkened to a Book sent le:"&'t‘“l"" 216

down after Misa, confirming E‘I::;LJ g ",.-.:g...sJII "f_:-:



31.

32.

33

35

what was before it, guiding to the
truth and a straight path.

O ocur people! Answer Allah's
summoner, and believe in him; He
shall forgive you your sins and
shall shield you from an afflictive
chastisement.

And whoever does not answer
Allah’s Summoner, he cannot
frustrate His vengeance on the
carth, and there will be no patrons
for um, beside Him, Those are in
manifest error.

Bethink they not that Allah Who
created the heavens and the earth
and was not fatigued with the
creation thereof, is able to quicken
the dead? Aye! Venily He is Potent
over everything.

And on the Day when those who
disbelieve wall be placed before
the Fire: Is thus not real? They wall
say: Yes! By our Rabb! He will
say: Taste therefore the torment
for you have been disbelieving.
Bear you then with patience, as
the Messengers, endued with
seek not to hasten on for them. On
the Day when they will behold
that with which they are
threatened, it will seem to them as
though they had tarmied but for an
hour of a day. A proclamation

thus; so none will be destroyed but

the nation of transgressors.
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Secrets of Revelation

O*Prqﬂﬁﬂupeapkjmadd:ﬁsbﬁuﬂm}wkhﬂﬁh:yamhummbchgs
and possess facultics for attaining both physical as well as spiritual excellences.
Yﬁﬂrmmnf}mrhﬂtﬁmismch&m“’emxgeduﬁmsfnuglmpaf
Jinn to reach you at a time when you were reciting the Quriin. As they heard it
they told one another to listen quictly to the revelation. Finally, they embraced
Islam and retumed to their folk as propagators. So these people should accept
your Message with far more readiness than the Jinn,

Jinn cannot Acquire Spiritual Excellence

Since Prophethood does not exist amongst the Jinn, they can obey after listening
but do not have the capacity to acquire spiritual states and excellence. On the other
hand, human attainment is unlimited due to Barakah of the Holy Prophet™™ ance
they believe and conform to his teachings.

The Event Pertaining to the Jinn

According to many reports, the Holy Prophet>* halted in the valley to offer his
Fajr Salat while on his way to ‘Okaz Market. A group of the Jinn visited him
there. Before his raising, the Jinn used to visit the nether heaven to listen to the
mminnufﬂtmgdsm“msmppudﬁmﬁu:ﬁqmdmadam'by
shooting stars on every attempt, so they decided to disperse over the earth to find
out what unusual event had taken place. In this pursuit, a group discovered the
Holy Prophet ™", listencd to the Qurdn and embraced Islam. This indeed was one
hu:iduumnafsumwofﬂwlhmanﬂﬂhghisiﬂuﬁdmaudiam.ﬂw
retumed to their nation and informed them of the Book which endorses all
preceding Divine Scriptures including the one revealed to Prophet Misa™ and
supports beliefs Iike the Unity of Allah, the Prophethood, the Akhirah etc. It
guides towards the Truth and to the straight path. They urged their nation to
accept it and become believers in Allah’s Messenger™™ who invites towards
Ahhmthmaﬂﬂm:misdmdsmﬁrghmandth:ymspamdﬂwchaﬂjsunum
TheQmﬁxlmmlpmﬂsedJmhmﬂniimm

Jannah not Promised to the Jinn

Mdomxpussmﬂrhumancapabiﬁdammnhﬂah’sCogﬂim,mrdo
ﬂq'hawAmth&c&nlnmanRﬁl}.Soﬂrywﬂldtherbcpmishndur
mwmwﬂmﬂmmmmmamiﬂabuﬁdcmy
~on  completion of their term of punishment except those who have been



condemned to Hell forever. A group of scholars, however, support the admission
of the Jinn into Jannah but on a week wicket. Allah knows the best!

And whoever opposes the Holy Prophet™™ will not be able to evade His
chastisement even if he tries to run across the expanse of the earth, nor shall he
find any support from any quarter against Allah. The antagonists have indeed
fallen nto manifest misguidance. Can't they see the creation of this vast universe,
how He adomed the heavens and the carth in a prodigal scheme, beyond the
measure of human mntellect, without the shightest difficulty or fatigue. Certainly He
is Potent over quickening the dead and over everything else. A Day will come
when the infidels are shown the Fire and asked whether it was a reality or not.
They will acknowledge and exclaim: “By our Rabb! It is a reality; the Providence
of our Rabb is a witness over the fact that the deeds must bear results.” They will
be told to bear the brunt of their conduct for when they had the time to
acknowledge the Truth, they had opted for denial.

The Holy Prophet™" may be patient and persevere on Truth, as the Resolute
Messengers had done before him. He need not hasten and let them enjoy the given
respite until they witngss the doom right on them. Only then will they realize that
their stay on earth was of a few moments and the doom had overtaken them
almost mstantly. His duty is to convey the Message, which he has done and the
destruction will now be the lot of only the disobedient.
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