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Surah Falir
(THE CREATOR)
This is a Makkan Siirah, with forty five Ayat and five Sections.
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Secrets of Revelation

This Sirah also reiterates that all excellence 1s only attributable to Onc and
Only Allah, Who Alonc 1s the Creator of the heavens and the carth, and
cverything that exists within, as well as their qualities. The angels arc also His
crcation who in His obedience, serve as a link between Him and the creation,
such as taking His Revclations to the Prophets, the most distinguished souls
amongst the creation. The angels also convey provisions, retribution, reward,
health and sickness to His creation. In other words, they are ever ready to
exccute Allah’s Commands most diligently, let alone that they be taken as
deities. Their strength and power 1s by Allah’s Will. For instance, He has made
some with two wings while others with four. It is entirely His Prerogative 10
endow whatever He wants, to whomever He Pleases. He may choosc to give
beauty, nobility, sagacity, health, power, authority, knowledge or superiority to
pcople by His Choice. All qualitics are His grants and none amongst the
creation 1s worthy of being worshipped for any distinction it may have, as
everything is a gift from Allah, Who is Potent over everything.

If He decides to open the portals of His Mercy upon any of His scrvants, and
bless him with His hidden and manifest rewards, there is none who can stop
Him from doing so. And if He decides to deprive someone of His bountics
there is no one who can intervene in His decision. He holds absolutc sway over
everyone and 1s the Wisest to know whom He may endow and whom He may
deprive.

O’ People! Remember the favours of Allah, Who has created you as well as
the means for your sustenance. To provide for your physical needs, He created



within the heavens and the carth such a complex and vast system that controls
the sun, the moon, the clouds, the rainfall, the seasons and the winds And to
cater for your inward enlightenment, He raised His Prophets™ from amongst
you. It 15 worth pondering whether any one clse could do all this? Certainly
not! Then how can anyone clse save Him be worthy of worship? Why do you
still wander in ignorance?

O My Beloved Prophet™™! If the ignorant deny your veracity and refuse to
accept your words, do not feel disheartened, as this is not the first time that
such treatment is being extended to a Prophet™®®. Rather the message of all the
preceding Prophets™ and Messengers™ was refuted. But did the antagonists

manage to survive? Never! This is because eventually all*matters.revert to
Allah. ’

O Pcoplc! Listen carefully! It is an established fact and a Divine Promisc that
the Day of Reckoning will come and requital will take place. This indeed is the
truth. So beware and let not the bounties of this temporal world, capriciousncss
or greed beguile you. Do not let the deceiving Satan cheat you! Remember that
he is your enemy, so think of him like that. Do not, on the contrary, begin to
obcy him as a servant, as he and his entire legions, whether the Jinn or
mankind, try their level best to drive you away from Allah's Mercy. They arc
bent upon making you fuel for Hell. Whosoever accepts the word of these
Satanic legions and opts for the path of infidelity will be dealt with severcly.
However, anyone who maintains animosity against them, adheres firmly to
Islam and continues to strive in piety, will be forgiven by Allah even if he
commits a mistake and will be immensely rewarded.

Section 2

8. Cﬂ-ﬂ I:E Whﬂsc ml W'O‘l‘k ]ns R T P Lo ) B
been made fair-sceming to him, | SH S8 Lo s gl A
so that he considers it good, be| 2% S ENGIEL 2o L
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whom He will and guides whom
He will, so let not your soul
expire after them in sighings,
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and then We drive it into a dead
land and We raise thercby the
carth after its death. Even so
shall be the Resurrection.

Whosoever desires glory, then
all glory i1s Allah’s; to Him
mount up goodly words, and the
nghteous work exalt them. And
those who plot evils, theirs shall
be a severe torment, and the
plotting of those! It shall penish.

And Allah created vou of dust,
then of seed; then He made vou
pairs. No female bears or brings
forth but with His Knowledge.
And no aged man grows old, nor
1s anything diminished of his
life, but it is in a Book. Venly for
Allah that is casy.

And the two seas are not alike:
Thus, sweet, thirst-quenching and
plcasant to dnnk, and that
saltish and bitter. And yet from
cach you cat fresh flesh and
bnng forth the omaments that
you wear. And you see therein
the ships cleaving water, that you
may seck of His Grace, and that
perhaps you may give thanks.
He plunges the night into the day
and plunges the day into the
night; and He has subjected the
sun and the moon, each running
tll an appointed term. Such is
Allah, your Rabb; His is the
domunion: And those whom you
call upon beside Him do not|
own cven the husk of a date-
stone.
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Secrets of Revelation

When some people tum away from Allah and His annoyance they carn
perverts their thoughts. They thereafter begin to appreciate evil deeds as
virtucs, and continue to mdulge in sin. And to thosc whom Allah wants, that 1s,
those who have an urgé in their hearts to seck guidance arc duly blessed.

Waywardness of Mankind Aggrieves the Holy Prophet**"

The Holy Prophet**™ need not be so intensely aggrieved over the misguidance
of the eming lot, as it is a path of their own choosing. Allah 1s well Aware of
their conduct and their intentions. Praise be to Him! The Holy Prophet™¥ is
mercy persontfied. If he becomes so aggrnieved at the non-belicvers
waywardness, how saddened he must be at the believers’ mimicry of the
infidels? May Allah protect us!

Had it not been for the perversion of their minds, they would have never denicd
the Day of Reckoning. They witness every day how the soil becomes and and
lifeless. And then the Omnipotent sends the winds carrying the clouds. The rain
pours down from them and satiates the and soil. Life s restored as a result and
cvery particle is rejuvenated. Every straw, flower and foliage testifics that it 1s
He Who shall quicken everyone for the Day of Reckoning. People tend to scck
honour in mundane affluence, in power and in authority. They are obviously
mustaken as the honour, in its entirety, belongs to Allah. Neglecting Him.
nobody can become honourable. It is through a complete devotion to His Will
and Purpose that one can become honourable. And it is towards Him that every

word of piety ascends. In other words, evil can never be acceptable in His
Court.

Noble and Pious Actions

In fakt, it is the noble deeds that carry the noble words to His Court. And what
afterall is the noble deed that brings about His Approval? The Commentators

agree that every action in conformity with Shari‘ah is an act of piety, though its



approval 1s subject to sincerity of heart, which is attained by continuous Zikr-c-
Qalbi.

All those who consider themselves to be very clever and outwardly display
picty while covertly practicing evil will be severely punished Their deception
will be unveiled and their slyness humbled. What cleverness can mankind
possibly play with Allah, Who created them from dust? He gathered particles
from all around into a drop of fluid, and created human beings both males and
femalcs from it. Every stage of human existence, be it in the loins of the father
or the womb of mother is in His Knowledge. No one gets a long lifc because of
his cleverness or a short one by coincidence. Rather Allah’s Knowledge is
infinitely vast and fathomless while these are petty matters in comparison and
have even been inscribed on the Guarded Tablet. So who can possibly deceive
Him?

Just take a look at the two vaneties of water in the earth or within its
atmosphere. How Omnipotent He is, that He made one type of water sweet that
quenches the thirst and is refreshing, while the other is brackish. Again, it is by
His Powers that whereas rivers of sweet water have been infested with meat in
the form of fish, the brackish waters of the oceans are also abounding with this
provision. He enriched both sources with precious pearls, gems and metals to
cnsurc supply of meat as well as omaments of beauty to mankind. And He has
given man intelligence and strength to build ships that sail cleaving the high
scas and serve as the means of caming livelihood. All the aforementioned
Divine favours demand a constant display of gratitude on the part of mankind,

antakcaIookanhcsystcmofljfcwhichisdcpaﬂantmthccytlﬁufdays
and mights, on seasons and rainfall. Then reflect as to Who runs this complex
system? It is only Allah, Who changes the days into nights and vice versa. He
hasmignedtaskstnthcmﬁmsularsyﬂem%cmbyeachphmisbuw
performing its duty. This system will continue running until a time preordained
by the Sustainer of the universe. It is His Sovereignty that prevails all over and
itisHislamﬂutar:foﬂuwed.Thmewholﬁvcbmtakmasdciﬁcsbythc
infidels besides Him do not own even a petty thing in this system, such as the
lining on the date-stone, to exercise their own will. Nor can they listen to
anyone save by Allah’s Command and even if He lets them hear, they cannot
do anything being totally helpless. Idols or Aulia’, whoever they might have
chosen as deities will vehemently deny their devotions on the Day of
Judgment. No one shall accept responsibility for their polytheism. These are the
rcalities revealed by the All Knowing Rabb, and no one can give any
information remotely comparable to His revelations.



15

16,

17.

18.

19.

20.

2]
22

24,

Section 3

O mankind! You arc the ones
that stand in need of Allah, and
Allah! He is the Self-sufficicat,
the Praiseworthy.

If He will, He can take you
away, and brning about a new
creation.

And with Allah that shall not be
hard

And no bearer of a burden shall
bear another’s burden, and if one
heavy-laden calls for his load
none of it shall be bome,
although he be of kin. You can
wam only those who fecar their
Rabb, unsecn, and establish
Salat. And whosoever becomes
clean, becomes clean only for
himself, and to Allah is the
return.

Not alike are the blind and the
secing.

Neither darkness and light

Nor the shade and the sun’s heat.
Nor alike are the living and the
dead. Verily Allah  makes
whosoever He will to hear, and
you cannot make them hear who
are in the graves.

You are but a wamer.

Verily We! We have sent you
with the truth, as a bearer of glad

Judings and as a wamer; and

there is not a community but
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there has passed away among
them of a wamer.

25.  And if they belie you, then (L3605 453K
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Secrets of Revelation

O’ People! There 1s nothing within your power. All you have is dependency, be
ltmyourcxmmmymuqualm:s mwcryaspeﬂyauamdcpmﬂam
Only Allah is Independent. He neither needs you, nor anyone else. Rather it is
He Who is so Absolute that all Praise befits only Him. Then how come you
opt for the path of ingratitude and denial of such a Magnificent Rabb,
Independent and Potent, Who can destroy you in a split second and can raisc a
new creation mnstead? This indeed is not difficult for Him! It is only by His
Grace that respite is given to you despite your disobedience, which docs not
mean that you be spared accountability in the Akhirah. Rather that moment will
be so austere and the accountability so meticulous that everyone will be
engrossed in his own troubles, totally oblivious of the other. No disobedient
shall sharc the burden of another even if closely related If a father calls out his
son to share his burden, the latter will flatly refuse to do so. It is then that they
will become aware of the sequel of disobedience.

So O" Prophet™"! Do not be dismayed at their defiance as your words and
warmings about the perils in the Akhirah benefit only those who belicve in
Allah unseen, seek His Pleasure and worship Him This, however, is no favour
to you, for whoever practises virtue and exerts on the right path shall himsclf
avail the reward. The ensuing purification of soul shall ensurc his own success
in the Exalted Court of Allah, where cventually everyone has to returm A
believer is a person who can behold because of his faith, while infidelity 1s pure
blindncss. So there 1s no similarity between the two when it comes to beholding
the splendour and grace of the Holy Pfophet™". An infidel 1s completely
surrounded by the darkness of disbehief whereas a believer, enlightened by the
light of faith, becomes an embodiment of light A believer is a cool shade



whereas an infidel is like the scorching heat of the sun. The former is alive, &
his Qalb is alive, while the latter despite being physically alive, is in fact a
living corpse, as lus Qalb 1s void of Divine Lights. However, if Allah wishes
He may give life to a dead Qalb, this being very much within His Powers. But
He has decreed to quicken the hearts of only those who desire it. How can the
message of the Holy Prophet™* be audible to these dead Quiib in the first
place? An Arab poet aptly comments that the physical bodies of the non-
belicvers are indeed graves before they are actually entombed, as they bear
hifeless Qulib.

These Ayt put forward the similitude of believers and the non-belicvers as the
living and the dead respectively. The matter of hearing by the dead is not under
discussion hcre, but that hearing which is also beneficial to the listener is being
referred. The question whether the dead can hear or not 1s a scparate issuc, It is
the exalted mission of the Holy Prophet™" to forewam mankind of the dirc
consequences and effects of disobedience to follow in the Akhirah. This indeed
1s a great Divine favour,

0" Prophet®**! Undoubtedly, We have raised you with the Truth, conferring
upon you this magnificent office, so that you may convey the good news of
rewards on faith and piety, and wam of the punishment on evil and infidelity.
Allah, out of his Munificence, has been raising Prophets™ amongst every
nation through time. So if today someone denics you, just as there is nothing
new about your raising, so is it with their demial. In fact the preceding Prophets
** also faced similar circumstances though they were raised with clear signs,
miracles and Scriptures. But this denial did not, by any means, cause any harm
to them. On the contrary, the deniers were seized by Allah’s Wrath as an
admonition for the rest of mankind with reference to the severity of His
punishment.

Section 4
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colours. Those of His bondmen
fcar Allah who have knowledge,
Venily Allah is the Mighty, the
Forgiving.

Verily those who read the Book
of Allah and cstablish Salat and
expend of that with which We
have provided them, secretly and
in open, lgok for a commerce
that will not perish.

That He may pay them their
wages i full and increase to
them of His Grace; surcly He is
Forgiving, Appreciative.

And what We have revealed to
you of the Book - 1t 1s the very
truth confirming what has been
before it. Verily Allah s unto
His bondmen Aware, Beholder.

Afterwards We made those We
chosc of Our bondmen the
mhentors of the Book. Then of
them are some who wrong
themsclves, and of them are
some who kecp the middle way,
and of them are somc who go
ahcad, by Allah’s lcave, in
virtucs. That! That 1s indeed a
greal grace.

Gardens Everlasting! These they
shall enter weanng thercin
bracelets of gold and pearls, and
their apparel therein shall be of
silk.

And they will say: All praise to
Allah Who has taken away gricf
from us, verily our Rabb is
Forgiving, Appreciative
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reccive admonition could receive
it therein? And there came to
you a warner, taste, therefore.
And for the ungodly there will
be no helper.
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Secrets of Revelation

How illustrious indeed is each and every facet of Allah’s Omnipotence' Just
ponder over the phenomenon how He lifts the water to heights and pours 1t
down to both high as well as low lying lands. Amazingly, the water s
colouriess and tasteless but the fruits grown vary in colour and taste. Take a
look at the mountains; they stand gracefully on the land with a combination of
different hues of soil, interspersed white red and real black cliffs. The same
diversity is reflected in human beings, amimals and insccts. Some are fair.
others dark in complexion, all having different facial features. Somc are 1all
whilc others are short, and cach is blessed with a different level of
understanding and wisdom. He has gified everyone with unique facultics and
featurcs, a marvel of His Creativity. All thesc testify to His Glorious

Magnificence, but only if one can perceive. It is only appreciated and held in
awe by the erudites.



Who is an Erudite?

According to Quran nobody can be termed as a scholar on the basis of being
litcrate or well read. The essence of knowledge is the realisation of onc’s own
worth vis-a-vis the appreciation of Allah's Magnificence. The level of this
appreciation will determine the level of Allah’s awe one is blessed with And
the level of awe in a person will, in turn, determine the level of his knowledge
This awe is an act of the Qalb, and is validated by one’s conduct. The
Commentators have discussed this point at length with the same outcome as
mentioned above. Allah Prevails over everyone and if He chooses He may not
allow any onc the respite even to breathe. But He is Forgiving and it is by His
Clemency that He overlooks. And how is the Divine awe displayed? It is
through their recitation of the Qurin.

The Recitation of Quran - A Great Act of Piety

Qurdn 1s a complete Code of Life. While it is important to understand it,
practising it is the very aim of life. However, even if one does not know the
meanings, the recitation itself is an act of great merit. It generates awe of Allah
in the heart which once developed facilitates (1) acquisition of knowledge
outside the pale of books, (2) diligence towards worships and (3) spending in
His Cause from the bounties given by Him, both overtly and covertly.

Overt and Covert Noble Acts

According to the scholars it is preferable to perform Obligatory, Essential
(Wajib) and Sunnah $alat publicly, and the Superogatory (Nafl) Salat covertly.
Similarly the obligatory charity, like Zakat should be paid publicly while the
voluntary charity is best paid covertly. Such are the people hopeful of His
Munificence, as their acts of piety are like a trade with no possibility of a loss.

Noble Acts do not Guarantee Salvation, without His Mercy

It 1s best not to feel proud of one’s noble acts, as mere piety is not sufficient for
salvation. It is so because the capacity to act piously is also bestowed by Him
However, it is His Mercy that leads to it, which is strongly hoped for, because
He is so Gracious that He will multiply the rewards manifold. While
Forgiveness is His Attribute, He is also extremely Appreciating, A person can
only act according to his worth, yet Allah endows commensurate to His Grace.

Endorsement of the Facts Revealed in the Preceding Books

Is 1t not a great Divine favour that the Holy Prophet**" has been blessed with a
glorious Book which is beyond the slightest of doubt and is the whole Truth, It
cndorscs the facts revealed in the preceding Books. Indeed it is an
cXtraordinary testimony to the credibility of the preceding Divine Seriptures



and His Prophets™ that a Book revealed thousands of years later corroborates
the same facts. The teachings of the Prophets™ had long been erased from the
people memones. When the Holy Prophet™* was raised, he expounded the
same precepts about Allah, the angels, the Akhirah ctc. as had been preached
by the carlicr Prophets™, without making the slightest crror or dispute. Allah
being Omnipotent is certainly well Aware of the state of His servants and their
needs.

Allah’s Chosen and Preferred Persons

And then through you O’ Prophet™™! We made our chosen and preferred
persons heirs to this Book. In other words, only those selected by Him for this
task can belicve in this Book while as a creation and then as human beings His
favours were already innumerable, His granting the capacity to belicve
cxceeded all limits of gencrosity. According to the Commentators a Muslim, no
matter how great a sinner, will certainly achieve salvation if he does not divest
himsclf of faith and die as an apostate. No matter how much turmoil he
undergoes in the process of purification, he will be saved eventually being
Allah’s preferred person.

Despite so many favours, there are many amongst the Muslims who wrong
themselves by disobeying Allah. While there are some who adopt the middle
course, err - and — apologise, they do make mistakes as well as act piously. At
the same time there are some who excel in piety in demonstration of His
Mecrcy. The acts of piety are outwardly toilsome, vet by virtuc of outcome arc a
testimony to His Pleasure. These indeed are the believers who shall abide in
Jannah where they will wear armlets of gold and jewels, and will be clad in
robes of silk woven in Jannah. In short, they will live a luxurious life forever.
free of all worries. They will neither experience weariness nor sickness, nor any
form of anxiety. They will express their gratitude to Allah and acknowledge
His immense gencrosity.

It is typical of human nature to get weary of same food, clothing and cven the
ciimate. But the pleasures of Jannah will be constantly on the increase,
divorcing the possibility of any form of weariness. According to the
Commentators the sinners amongst Muslims will be blessed with salvation
after being put through a cleansing process of varying hardships, whereas those
on the middle course will be spared after simplc questioning. The near ones
will be teemed with rewards. All of them shall express their gratitude in the
samc words and reach Jannah, inshaAllah,

All thosc who opt for infidelity wall undoubtedly end up in Hell, but shall never
cxpericnce death again. There will be no reduction in the intensity of



punishment to which they will be forever subjected. They will plcad and beg,
scrcam and vell to be spared the agony and given another chance to retum to

the world in order to rightfully obey Him, but their request will be unhecded
being too late.

Age a Prerequisite for being Sentient

Coming of age is a pre-requisite to become obliged to practisc Shan‘ah. This
Avah refers to the ime bevond maturity, when wisdom and intellect are fully
developed and one is able to discern what 1s good and what is not. So Allah
declarcs that besides giving mankind time, maturity and understanding He had
also sent His Messengers™ who forewarned them against this homfying
sequel to denial. Those who listened and reformed themsclves did the nght
thing and those who denied must bear the consequences. This 1s how Allah
requites the transgressors and no one can help them in anyway.

Section S
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promis¢ to cach other only
delusions.

Venly Allah withholds the
heavens and the carth lest they
cease; and should they ceasc, not
any onc could withhold them
after Him. Verily He is ever
Forbearing, Forgiving.

And they swore by Allah with a
most solemn oath, that if there
came a wamer unto them, they
would surely be better guided
than any of the other
communities. Then when there
did come to them a wamer, it

increased in them nothing save
aversion,

Through their stiff neckedness in
the land and their plotting of
evil. And the plotting of evil
only enfolds its author. Do they
then wait only the dispensation
of the ancients? And you will not
find in the dispensation of Allah
a change, nor will you find in the
dispensation of Allah a turning
off.

Have they not joummeyed on the
earth, so that they might see how
has been the end of those before
them, although they were
stronger in power than these?
Allah is not such that anything
in the heavens and the earth can
frustrate Him, Venly, He is ever
Knowing, Potent.
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Secrets of Revelation

Of course, Allah is Aware of all the secrets of the earth and the heavens, and
also knows the state of the hearts, your inner motives and how you had
disobeyed Him. It was indeed a great favour that He settled you on land and
made you successors to the preceding generations. You should have leamnt a
lesson from their fate rather than becoming a symbol of admonition yourselves.
And you should have obeyed Allah but you opted to deny, which harmed no
onc. Rather it became a curse for your very ownselves. Remember that denial
and disobedience invite His Wrath, which increases with the progress in denial.
This constant increase is the greatest loss for the non-belicvers.

The Holy Prophet™*" must ask them to show any contribution made by their
so-called deitics in creation or towards life on carth. Or do they cnjoy any
partnership with Him in the celestial world? When this is not the case, then did
We give the infidels a Scripture to establish their polytheistic precepts. Can
they bring forth any such evidence? Certainly not. They do not have any logical
or recorded evidence to support their infidelity. Rather they lic to onc another
and offer mutual assurances based on deceit. Only Allah can hold the carth
and the heavens in a manner that they remain firm and function according to a
pre-ordained programme in each one of their movements so that the creation
may thnve. If they want to deviate from the predetermined orbits or
movements no one save Allah can deter them. It is indeed His Mercy that
despite denial and polytheism by mankind, He has kept this universe intact. His
clemency continuously overlooks their errors and forgives them.

These deniers are the same lot who used to say before the raising of the Holy
Prophet™** that the Prophetic teachings had become extinct. They would swear
that if a Prophet™ was raised amongst them, they would obey him more than
any nation had ever done before and would prove to be the most guided nation.
But when the Holy Prophet™*" was raised it was these very people who could
not cven tolerate this great blessing, let alone obeying him. Incited by their
intense hatred, arrogance and vanity, they worked cvil conspiracics against him,



which shall boom-rang on them, as the brunt of evil has to be borne by the cvi!
doer.

Have they not learnt a lesson from the fate of their predecessors, who had
plotted against their Prophets™®, but were destroyed themselves instead? The
Divine Laws and His preordained programmes always prevail and cannot be
averted by anyone's planning. This fact is evident from the accounts of the
preceding nations. So the deniers, while travelling on earth, must observe the
sequel met by the arrogant who had opted for it These wrecked nations
excelled them m power, might, afffuence and resources. But no celestial or
terrestnial being possesses the power to avert Allah’s Hold. He Alone has the
Knowlcdge of cverything, being Aware of cvery state of each individual. He is
Omnipotent and can do whatever pleases Him. It is only by His Clemency that
He cverlooks people’s mistakes and keeps on giving them respite.

Human Conduct Affects the Entire Creation

On the contrary, if He was to seize people on the basis of their conduct, no
living being would have survived on the face of this carth. In the process of
destruction of human seitlements, other living beings created for the solc
purposc of serving mankind would also have perished. However, this respite
cannot go on forever. The moment for bidding farewell to this world will come
and everyone will have to leave. Does that mean that the righteous and the
evildoer are similar to each other? Certainly not! Allah i1s well Aware of the
state everyone is in, and knows as to what should be his ultimate fate!
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