Stirah 33 al-Ahzib

T ol .

Surah Al-Ahzab

(THE CONFEDERATES)
This i1s a Madmi Stirah. It comprises seventy three Ayt and ninc Scctions.

Section 1

in the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful

I

O Prophet! Fear Allah, and do
not yield to the infidels and the
hypocrites, verily Allah is cver
Knowing, Wise.

And follow that which is
revealed to you from your Rabb;
verily Allah 1s Aware of what
you do.

And put your trust in Allah, and
Allah suffices as a Trustee,

Allah has not placed two hearts
in any man, in his inside. Neither
had He made your wives whom
you pronounce to be as your
mother’s back, your real
mothers, nor has He made your
adopted sons your own sons.
Thus is only your saying by your
mouths, whereas Allah says the
truth and He guides the way.

Call them after their fathers; that
will be more equitable in the
sight of Allah. And if you do

. not know their fathers then they

are your brethren in faith and
vour friends and there is no fault
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in you in regard to the mistake A G T
vou have made therein, except in |'<"-"" UQJ‘-'—'; o
regard to what your hearts A i
deliberately intend, And Allah 1s @ Aol
ever Forgiving, Merciful.

6. The Prophet 1s nearer to I I i FRE
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Allah, except that you may act o o ”
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been inscribed in the Book.
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Miisa and ‘Isd son of Maryam. ) it
And We took from them a
solemn bond.
8. That He may question the -
truthful of thtii truth. And for "'JQJJJ-PJ-LF«\-H!-}-JTJ—J
the infidels He has prepared an @uiw‘
afflictive torment. -
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Secrets of Revelation

The infidels and polytheists of Arabia pressurized the Holy Prophet™" to the
utmost. They also tried to win him over by making lucrative offers. They hoped
that he would stop falsifying their deities and. idols, besides eulogising his
Rabb at lcast for the safety of the believers. They threatened that in case he
persisted they would not spare the life of any Muslim. The Jews of Madinah
also adopted similar tactics. The polytheists of Ambia called upon other tribes
and brought together a coalition force of ten thousand against him. It is then
that Allah revealed: O' Prophet™*"! Fear Allah and do not give in to any
pressure by the infidels and the hypocntes; and remain steadfast on His



obedience under all circumstances. There i1s no room for any compromise on
Islam or its Injunctions.

The Contemporary Muslims

The greatest musfortune of present cra is that the contemporary Muslims
disobcy Allah and obcy the non belicvers to safeguard their interests. They
implement un-Islamic laws, their cconomy is interest orientated and political
activity un Islamic. Yet they claim to be Muslims. Whereas Allah addresscs the
Holy Prophet™®** directly to highlight the importance of the matter that there 1s
no room for any violation. A Muslim must simply follow Islam without
pining any hopes on the infidels and must rely on the One Who is constantly
Aware of everything. It is out of His Wisdom that He lets the infidels enjov
respite for a short while. It certainly does not mean that they will escape His
Grip. So the Holy Prophet™" must exccute what is being revealed to him, as
Allah is also fully Aware of what the belicvers do. They must not lose hope
because of lack of wvisible means. He must put his trust in Allah. When the
believers, standing fast on Allah’s obedience, refuse to obey the infidels and
challenge their might, Allaia helps them by all mcans, for He is Potent cnough
to be relied upon.

Allah has not given two hcarts to any human being, whercby a person
cultivates fricndship with the infidels, pins his hopes on them and obeys them,
and at the same time claims to believe in and love Allah. Rather there is only
on¢ heart in every bosom, which either beats in the Name of Allah and His
love or is drowned in infidelity.

Zihdr to Wife and Adopted Son

The forthcoming Ayah discusses two rituals of the Era of Ignorance where
reformation was desired.

These were of Zihdr and of adopting sons. Zihar was a pronouncement madc
by a husband to his wife: " You are to me like the back of my mother,™ or “you
arc like a mother to me™ In such cases the wife was considered as forbidden
for her husband. The Qurin negates it and reiterates that mother 1s only the onc
who has given birth. So resorting to Zihdr and calling the wife as mother or
sister s sinful. There is an expiation for it. Since the wife is not rendered
altogether forbidden, she retains her status after pavment of the prescribed
expiation. Details will follow later. The second ritual practised i that cra was
to adopt a son and to apply all the rules which were only applicablc to a real
son. For instance, he would be taken as a real son who would get a share from
the inheritance, and all relationships would be governed accordingly. So the
Quran declares that the adopted sons do not become your rcal sons, nor do the



Injunctions pertaining to a real son apply to them. This is mercly a word of
mouth and the reality can never be altered by anybody’s utterances. Allah
reveals the Truth and guides the people to the right path

An Adopted Son must always be Identified with his real Father

Therefore, call the adopted sons by the name of their real fathers as this is the
most appropnate and fair with Allah. Keeping an adopted son unaware of his
real father is not correct. If someone has adopted a child, he must call the child
by his father’s name Where the parentage is unknown, then he is cither a
brother in faith or a servant and bondsman and his status and rights must be
safeguarded as such. The lapses before this revelation shall be forgiven
However, if still someone wilfully resorts to it in order to satisfy his fancies this
indeed will be a grave sin. Such people must give up this practicc and repent
before Allah, Who is indeed Merciful and Forgiving. This calls for a carcful
thought by issucless parents who opt for adopting children.

The Holy Prophet™" enjoys a closer and dearer bond with the believers than
they enjoy with their own lives, because the temporal life comprises both virtue
and evil, while what emanates from the Holy Prophet™" is all virtuc and
cternal, for both the worlds. His noble wives are the mothers of the believers
but the laws of inheritance are not invoked even here, let alone that these are
applicd to an adopted son. They are only applicable on the basis of lincage and
proximity.

Vexing the Holy Prophet**" is Infidelity

The Holy Prophet™" dispenses nothing save virtue. His obedience, therefore,
. has priority over one’s own preferences. Any insolence towards his neble wives
is not only forbidden but amounts to infidelity as it Is a source of annoyance to
him. The laws of inheritance or Nikah do not apply in their case. The
prohibition to marry them has been revealed separately, and is not based on the
Ayah under discussion. Similar is the case of the brotherhood established
between the Muhdjirin and the Angir. When it comes to inheritance, kinship
will take precedence. However, if someone out of affection wants to give
something to his brother in faith, he may, But inheritance will not apply cutside
kinship as these rules are clearly determined and given in the Divine Book.
Covenant from the Prophets™*

O Prophet™"! Do recall when a covenant was taken from you in etermity to
obey the Divine Injunctions, and a solemn pledge was taken from Prophets
NIh™, Torahim™®, Miisa™* and ‘Isa** about your Final Prophethood, without
room for any amendment in it.



The Exalted Messengers (Ul al *Azm)

Here the Exalted amongst Messengers are being mentioned. They arc
milestones in the chain of Prophethood. Prophet Adam™ also shares this
honour. There are 313 Messengers including the five Exalted Ones (Ul al
‘Azm) while the Holy Prophet™*" is the leader of all of them. It is mandatory

for a Prophet™

to obcy the revelations he receives and for a belicver to obey

him. For the non belicvers a tormenting punishment has been prepared which
they will undergo, to a certain extent in this world and fully in the Akhirah.

10.

12

13,

Section 2

O you who belicve! Remember
Allah’s favour to you when there
camc unto you hosts, and We
sent against them a wind and
hosts which you did not see, and
Allah was a Bcholder of what
you were working.

When they came upon yvou from
above you and from below vou,
and when eyes tumed aside and
hearts reached to the gullets in
terror, and of Allah you were
imagining varous things.

Then were the faithful tumed
and shaken with a mghty
shaking.

And when the hypocntes and
thosc in whose hearts is disease
were saying: Allah and his
Messengers have promised us
nothing but delusion.

And when a party of them said:
O people of Yarthrib! There is no
place for you; so retirc. And a
party of them asked leave of the
Messenger saying: Verly our
houses stand cxposed whereas
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14.

15.

16

17.

19.

they stood not exposed; they
only wished to flee.

And if they were to be entered
upon from the sides thereof and
they were asked to sedition, they
would surely have committed it,
and they would have stayed
therein but slightly.

And assurcdly they had already
covenanted with Allah that they
would not turmn their backs:
verily the covenant with Allah
must be questioned about.

Say you: Flight will not avail
you if you flee from death or
slaughter, and lo! You will not
enjoy life except for a little.

Say you: Who is there that will
protect you from Allah, if He
intends to bring evil on you or
shall not find, bcsidcsAllah,fnr
themselves a patron or helper.

Surely Allah knows those
amongst you who hinder others
and those who say to their
brethren: Come hither to us,
while they themselves come not
to the battle save a little.

Bemg niggardly towards you,
when fighting comes you behold
rolling like the eves of him who
fants unto death. Then when the
fighting is over, they inveigh

agamst you with sharp tongues, |.

being deprived of good things.
These have not believed, so
Allah has made their works of
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departed; and if the confederates &ﬁ;&'ﬁqﬁfaﬁ‘;ﬁﬁj fiee

should come, they would rather 2 2s o 2 A
be in the desert with the éb&f{#ﬁ:’f
wandering Arabs asking for @':L_.}i‘g’;i,L_-f-'L:
news of you. And if they happen

to be among you, they would

fight but little.
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Secrets of Revelation

In this Section and the next, events and the account of Battle of the
Confederate (also called Battle of the Trench) are discussed So it scems
appropniate to explain the battle to facilitate an understanding of the text

Battle of the Confederates

The polytheists of Makkah repeatedly attacked the belicvers following their
migration to Madinah. Battles we-e fought in the very next year of migration at
Badr, in the third year at Uhad and then in the following year was the Battle of
the Confederates. The fighting had been tough but by the Grace of Allah, duc
W0 acccptance of the sacrifices offered by the Companions™" under the
lcadership of the Holy Prophet™¥, the world benefited from the Barakah of
Islam. The evils of oppression, infidelity, polytheism and ignorance were
subdued and the belicvers Qulib became enlightened with Allah’s Name
According to some reports this Battle took place in the fifth year of Hirah
However, this was the third successive invasion, and the most massive of all
wherein heavily armed forces were brought in to wipe out the Muslims once
and for all.

Jewish Conspiracy
The moving spirit behind this event was the conspiring group of Jews. They

hndﬁsﬁedhhkhhmmsﬁmthepolﬂhcimmmm&mh.ﬂwyput
aside their earlier reservations and lied that they considered the polytheists and
polytheism to be far better than Islam and Muslims, whereas being the People
nfﬂwBoukthcyhada]waysminedmarynfthcpolytheim So they



assembled in a house and signed a pact. This very group then called on Banu
Ghatfin who lived near Khyber and promised them a share from the yield of
dates of Khyber for joining the alliance. So more or less all the non believing
Arab tnbes confederated to attack Madinah

Strength of the Infidel Forces

Four thousand warmors, three hundred horses and one thousand camels were
brought in by the Quraish alone while all together a mighty force of fifteen
. thousand was assembled to invade Madinah. Some reports record ten thousand
while others twelve thousand troops. This variation could probably be due to
the fact that others had béen joining them enroute and the final count may have
been of fifteen thousand warriors. Allah knows the best.

Army of Islam and its War Strategy

The Islamic forces comprised three thousand men and thirty six horses, The
Holy Prophet™*" employed a new war strategy every time. At Badr he got hold
of the springs and the plain forcing the polytheists to fight on the ground of his
own choosing. At Uhad he deployed his army with 1ts back towards mount
Uhad and positioned his archers on the high ground of vital tactical importance
on a flank. In this battle it was for the first time in Arabia that an artificial
obstacle was created to impede the enemy direct attack. The Holy Prophet™™
had consulted his Companions™" and Hadhrat Salmin Farsi™" of Persia
suggested the strategy of the Persian Kings, which was to dig trenches around
the citadels. Keeping Mount Sale at the back of the city the Holy Prophet™*,
ordered to seal off the front approach by digging out a Trench. He personally
marked the ground whereupon it was to be dug. -

Dimensions of the Trench and its Preparation

The Iength of the Trench was approximately three and a half miles, its depth
fiftcen feet, while the width could not be jumped over by a horseman. The Holy
Prophet™" assigned forty yards of digging per ten Companions ™" and in six
days the Trench was ready. He personally participated in the entirc digging
cifort.

A Strange Incident

Throughout the digging there had been no hindrance except in the portion
assigned to Hadhrat Salman Farsi’s™" group, where a solid rock obstructed the
excavation. No matter how hard they tried it did not break though their digging
tools broke down. Allah makes it clear that it is He Who blesses efficacics to
plans, without which these arc bound to fail. Hadhrat Salman™" referred the
matter to the Holy Prophet™", who came to the sitc. His noble self was



covered with a thick layer of dust. He struck the rock thrice and wiath cach blow a
part of it disintcgrated. He then sat down for a while, when Hadhrat Salman™*"
confided that he had witnessed a beam of hight nsing high with every blow.

Kashf and Observation

The Holy Prophet™** asked him if he had indeed seen the light, to which he
replied in the affirmative. The Holy Prophet™™ then explained that in the first
light, he was shown the palaces of Yemen and the treasures therein, in the
second, the palaces of Chosroes and in the third the palaces of the Romans

And that he has been informed that his followers would conquer these
kingdoms.

All these countries fell to Islam during the time of the first four Caliphs, This
means that a Wali can observe future events but remains dependant on a
Prophct for the mterpretation of his Kashf When this news spread, the
hypocrites and the non belicvers sarcastically remarked that while the belicvers
were at the verge of climination they were dreaming of conquering Rome,
Persia and Yemen. But the spint and morale of the Companions™" was
immensely boosted. When the army of the infidels amived they were shocked
to sce the Trench, as they had planned to raid the city. They were now
compelled to camp at the other side of the Ditch. The believers gathered their
women and children in the fort of Bani Haritha, while even fifteen vear old
boys joined in at the Trench to fight. The sicge continued for a month.

Missed Salat

There had been a constant exchange of arrows from both sides throughout the
day, with thc cnemy trying to cross over the Trench and the belicvers
determined to thwart their attempts. One day the encounter was so intensc that
the Holy Prophet™" and his Companions™" missed four obligatory Salit,
which were offered with Salat-c-“Isha. Stones were tied around their bellics duc
to hunger.

liadhrat S*ad bin M‘az’s Prayer

Hadhrat S’ad bin M"az was severely wounded by an arrow. He prayed to
Allah to let him live only if the Holy Prophet™" was cver to be attacked by
the Quraish in the future, otherwise not. But he wanted to die only after having
witnessed the fate of the Jews of Banu Quraizah, who had violated their treaty
with the belicvers. Banu Quraizah were at the back of the believers but the
Jews and the Quraish conspired to win Banu Quraizah over to their side. Thus
the belicvers were now threatened from all sides.



Miracles

One of the many miracles of the Holy Prophet™* manifested in this battle was
the conversion of a member of Banu Ghatfin named Na‘eem ibn-e-Mas'id to
Islam. He called on the Holy Prophet™*" and offered his services for any task

The Holy Prophet™" assigned him the task of creating a misunderstanding
between the legions of Banu Quraizah and the polytheists as a mulitary
stratagem. It worked and the two allies fell out. In another incident, when the
believers were starving Hadhrat Jabbar®*" invited the Holy Prophet™Y to his
home where some curry and about three kilogram of flour was available. But
the Holy Prophet™" extended this invitation to the entire force and himself
distributed the food. Everyone ate to his fill while the Holy Prophet®** ate at
the end and amazingly therc was still food left in its original quantity. Yet
another of his miracles was that after almost a month of fighting Allah sent a
cold and stormy wind which toppled over the tents and cooking utensils of the
enemy. The temperature dropped so much that the infidels decided on an
immediate retreat, Hadhrat Huzaifa ™", appointed to gather enemy intelligence,

brought back the good news of the retreat of the ecnemy forces. Thus the
belicvers were blessed with a grand victory.

As the Holy Prophet™™ retumned from the battleficld, he reccived Allah's
Command to sort out Banu Quraizah, The Islamic forces nstantly besicged
them. They surrendered on the condition that the decision taken by Hadhrat
S*‘ad™" would be acceptable to them. He decreed their men to be killed and
their women and children to be taken as captives. He passed away soon after

The battle has been described here briefly. Details may be seen in relevant
books.

Allah reminds the believers of His favours unto them when they were besieged
by the enemy legions. And it is a favour that will oblige the Ummah for all
times to come, as this victory paved the way for Islam to reach the later
generations. The infidels had intended to wipe out the believers but Allah sent

hosts of angels and stormy winds to help them because of their devotion and
spint of sacnifice.

A Testimony to the Devotion of the Companions™\"

When the enemy launched an attack from all sides. complemented by the
treachery of Banu Quraizah from within, the believers were in a state of
trauma. It was as if their eyes were petrified and the hearts had reached to the
gullets. Outwardly there was no possibility of the survival of this infant Islamic
State. Involuntarily the believers became apprehensive about Divine Succour,
as to when and in what form would it come, as no apparent means werc



disccrnable. This was indecd a moment of intensc tnal for the believers which
jolted them to the hilt while the hypocrites and those with discased hcearts
suggested that the promise of Allah and His Prophet™*" was no more than a
mirage against the legions of the enemy.

Diseased Heart

The weakness in one’s faith is indeed a discase of the heart, which gencrates
hypocnisy. Its treatment is Allah’s Zikr. The hypocrites, therefore, concentrated
on inciting the residents of Madinah to desert the battlefield as it offered them
nothing save death. And finally the hypocrites approached the Holy Prophet™""
to seck his permission to leave under the pretext that their homes werc
unattended. The fact was that they simply wanted to flee from the battlcfield
and would not hesitate for a moment to submit to the enemy. If the infidels
were to conquer the city, they would readily shift their loyalty to them.

Loyalty to Infidels for Temporal Gains - Typical Trait of a Hypocrite

It 1s typical of hypocnites to accept slavery of the infidels for protection and
temporal benefits. Those asking to leave were the same people who had
accepted Islam and pledged to do Jihdd, having made a covenant with Allah
that they would never tum away from the battlefield. Certainly Allah waill
reckon them for it. So the Holy Prophet™*™ must let these hypocrites know that
cvading Jihdd cannot protect them against death or assassination as it is
preordained. And 1t 1s only for a short span that they can avail the benefits of
this temporal life. If Allah decides to inflict punishment on them, there 1s nonc
to intervene, and 1if He plans to excrcise His Mercy there is no onc who can

deter Him. But they must know that having turned away from Allah, they wll
not find any helper or supporter.

Allah is well Aware of those who prevent others from joining Jihdd, and advisc
their followers to tum back from it. And if ever they are forced by the
circumstances to join Jihad they participate to the mimimum. In that too they are
anxious lest the believers take greater share of booty. They are ever greedy to
acquirc the major chunk. They are so scared of war as if they are gripped by the
throcs of death, with their eyes rolling. And once the belhievers arc victorious
and there i1s no more danger they resort to sarcasm against the devoted
Companions which 1s a symbol of hypocrisy. They fall avidly upon the spotls
of the war. They are certamnly not believers. If they ever do an act of virtuc nt
gocs waste due to their hypocrisy and demial. Indeed all this is very casy for
Allah as He 1s not dependant on the obedience of anyone.

The retreat of cnemy forces from the battlefield 1s very hard for thesc
hypocrites to believe. How could such a formidable army be defeated, they



ask? And in case the enemy was to turn back and renew the attack, these
hypocrites would prefer to leave the city altogether and settle down in a
faraway village where they would only get the news of the belicvers from the
travellers. Participation aside, they do not even wish to see the war with their
own cyes. However, if they are compelled mto a situation where they have to

fight along the believers they will confine their participation to the barest
minimum,

21.

23,

24

Section 3

Assuredly there has been an
excellent pattern, for you in the
Messenger of Allah, for him
who hopes in Allah and the Last
Day and remembers Allah

much.

And when the faithful saw the
confederates, they said: This is
what Allah and His Messenger
had promised us, and Allah and
His Moessenger had spoken the
truth, It only increased in the
faithful behief and self-surrender.

Of the faithful are men who have
fulfilled their covenant with
Allah. Some of them have
performed their vow, and some
of them are waiting, and they
have not changed in the least.

All this happened in order that
Allah may recompense the
truthful for their truth, and may
punish the hypocrites if He
would or may relent toward
them. Venly Allah is Forgiving,
Mecreiful. .

Allah drove back those who
disbelieved in their rage, they
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Secrets of Revelation

O’ Behievers! For you, there is a perfect example of practical life in the noble
personage of the Holy Prophet™". See how bravely and resolutely he fought
and confronted the forces of infidelity and evil!

Constant Zikr

Yet to follow his example will only be the lot of those who live for the Akhirah
and remember Allah much. It means that apart from other benefits, constant
Zikr, also inculcates the spirit of Jihdd, the enthusiasm for martyrdom and the
conformity to the Holy Prophet’s™" practice. The very goal of this life is the
success in the Akhirah.

The Pragmatic Companions ™" Practised Constant Zikr

The Companions™", whose auspicious physical selves also remained
constantly engaged i Allah’s Zikr, were least bothered by the onslaught of the
mfidel forces. Rather, they rejoiced that this indeed was the day promised by
Allah and His Prophet™**, and the prophecies made by the latter regarding the
fate of the infidels and the victory of the believers, were sure to come true. The
moments of hardship reinforced their faith and their spint of surrender to the
Will and Purpose of Allah.



These believers honoured their covenant with Allah. Some of them fell martyrs
as a proof of their sincerity towards the Holy Prophet™**¥, while those who
survived waited impatiently for the honour. They indeed stood fast and
remamed firm on their words and actions. Such clashes between the truth and
the falschood form the basis for rewarding the truthful and the sincere and at
the same time for punishing the hypocrites. Yet if someone gets the capacity to
repent, Allah accepts it as He is extremely Forgiving and Merciful.

The infidels bolted away in deep agony for not having achieved the slightest
gan. The Muslims did not even have to fight very much, rather Allaa sufficed
on their behalf. The angels and the chilling storm drove the enemy away. The
believers engaged in minor skirmishes only. Surely, Allah is the Most Powerful
and Prevailing. Once the infidels ran away the Banu Quraizah could nc longer
fight the Muslim Army. They surrendered and laid down their arms, coming
out of their fortresses and bunkers. Many of them were killed while others
taken prisoners, according to Shan‘ah.

This was not the end. Allah made Muslim Ummah the conquerors of countries
and settlements to which the believers never had an access. Allah knows that
the believers will conquer the far off lands and bring these under the standard
of Islam. This is the reward Allah conferred upon them for their total devotion
to the Holy Prophet™*"; for He is All Powerful and can do whatever He wants.
The battle also brought good news of future conquests for the Companions ™"
because of their conformity to the Holy Prophet *** with exemplary devotion.

Section 4

28.  And if you seck Allah and His| =53 ‘!?‘if{q@;ﬁj@fﬁlﬂ
Messenger and the abode of the et gt
Hereafter then verily Allah has LAl U, 5 AT

prepared of the well-doers B .
among you a mughty reward. @% r_]l:gj

! "‘"""""5#"}.-:-_, . -

e o e P S0
flagrant indecency, doubled for| el WIS
her would be the punishment and
with Allah that is easy,

30. O Prophet! Say to your wives: If|, ..., -2 _t*.-,-.: = -
it be that you seek the life of the| 757~ "-'*";1" ‘-'E-Jfﬂ":'"*

sy F I A

world and 1ts adomment, then @;ﬂﬁﬂ;ylem

- -
- —




3l

32.

33.

come; | shall make a provision
for you, and shall release you
with a handsome release.

Whosoever of you is obedient
to Allah and His Messenger and
works righteously, her wage We
shall give her twice over and We
have prepared for her a generous
pfovision.

O you Wives of Prophet! You
are not like other woman if you
‘arc God-fearing. So do not be
soft in speech, lest in whose
heart i1s discase, should be
moved with desire, but make an
honourable speech.

And stay in your houses, And do
not display yourselves as did the
pagans of old And establish
Salit and pay Zakit and obey
Allah and His Messenger. Allah
only desires to remove un-
cleanliness from you, and to
punfy you with a thorough
punfication. O people of the
household of the Prophet!

And bear in mind what is
rehearsed in your homes of the
revelations of Allah and the
wisdom. Venly Allah is cver
Subtile, Aware.
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Secrets of Revelation

With these victories also came the booty and the financial condition of the

Companions™*" greatly improved. However, things did not change for the
housechold of the Holy Prophet™*" and never could they enjoy tvo meals in a



day to their fill. At imes, for months together, there was nothing to cook. So
hus wives with mutual consultation requested the Holy Prophet™*" that now

- that Allah had eased out the financial constrants of the believers, their
houschold may also be given some relief from the share of the spoils, rather
distnbuting all of it amongst the Companions™". This was to relicve the
impoverishment, which was a hallmark of the Holy Prophet’s*** houschold.
But he did not approve of this proposal. These Ayt were revealed to give his
wives the choice between the existing situation and separation.

The Right to Divorce

The scholars infer that a woman can be given the right to divorce. If she docs
not wish to continue her marnage she may enforce divorce on herself In the
sccond case the power to exercise this right remains with the husband and if
shc demands, he may set her free by pronouncing the divorce. Both the
methods are comrect. So the Holy Prophet™>*" is told to let his wives know that
if they seek worldly comforts and wealth, these cannot enter his house.
However, they can have these by biding farewell to his household in the most
appropnate manner, that is, separation though divorce.

As reported by Hadhrat ‘Ayeshah™"Y, she was the first to be given this
proposition by the Holy Prophet™**, who told her that he was about to tell her
something to which she must answer only after consultation with her parents.
He then recited this Ayah to her. In reply Hadhrat ‘Ayeshah®™"V said that there
was no need for any consultations as she would night away opt for Allah and
His Prophet™"™. After her, the same proposal was placed before the other wives
and each one of them gave the same answer. The Holy Prophet™*V loved
Hadhrat ‘Ayeshah™" and knew that if she consulted her parents they would
never suggest separation. Opting for Allah, His Prophet™" and for higher
stations In the Akhirah is indeed great picty, for which they will be amply
awarded.

Mistake by the Near Ones Invokes Greater Punishment

O’ wives of the Holy Prophet™™! If you do something wrong it must not be
presumed that a person near to Allah is allowed to sin. On the contrary, you
shall be punished twice as much. Your mistakes would be doubled in gravity
and it 1s the least difficult for Allah to do so.

And anyone of you who opts for Allah’s obedience and adherence to the Holy
Prophet™", and acts nighteously, her reward will be doubled and she will be
showered with honour and dignity both in this world as well as in the Akhirah



Wives of the Holy Prophet™" are Superior to all Women

0" Wives of the Holy Prophet™™! You enjoy superiority over the rest of the
women of the world, and in this respect no woman can emulate you, So it is
imperative for you to practise Tagwa. You must never speak in such a sweet or
soft tone that might be alluring for a person with diseased heart, or a hypocrite,
that they may aspire to beguile you.

A Woman's Voice

Rather you must speak gracefully in an appropriate manner. There is no
clement of Pardah for a woman’s voice except in a situation which may pave
the way for sin. Care, however, extends to the congregational Saldt. If a woman
detects that the Imam is erring in recitation, instead of speaking out to correct
him, she should caution him by patting the back of her hand with the other
hand. But what i1s happening today can, by no stretch of imagination, be
justified. One class of women has taken to music and singing, the other sings
eulogies of the Holy Prophet™*" on the electronic media, while a third-the elitc
class-has ventured into the highest offices of the State. Stupefying indeed!

The Era of Ignorance and Pardah

0" wives of the Holy Prophet™"! Stay inside vour houses and do not roam
around un-necessanly without Pardah as was the practice in the Era of
Ignorance, preceding the raising of the Holy Prophet™" The advent of Islam
eliminated ignorance. In those days women used to roam around in beautiful
atures and jewellery to show off their adomment and affluence. Islam banned
all such actions. By enforcing the aforesaid restrictions on the wives of the
Holy Prophet™™, the Quriin made it clear that it was not permissible for any
Muslim woman to go out of her homes unnecessarily. However, it does not
restrict going out for a genuine need. But she must not display her beauty,
jewellery or attire. Rather she must observe Pardah according to Shari‘ah and
must offer her worships both physical and fiscal at home and promptly obey
Allah and His Prophet™*". This direction is being given by Allah as He wishes
to shed away from you even the smallest of errors to cleanse and purnify you.

Purification by Virtue of Shari‘ah and Creation

This cleansing is in terms of Shari‘ah which the Companions™" and the Aulia’
are blessed with. Allah protects them against sinning. They do not enjoy this
cleansing by virtue of creation as the Prophets™ do, who are created innocent.
Innocence is a Prophetic quality and to ascribe it to somebody else amounts to
accepting him as a Prophet. The Shi‘ites do the same with regard to their
Imams. This is repudiated by this Ayah



The Members of the Prophet’s Household

The truth is that these Ayt were revealed in favour of the noble wives of the
Holy Prophet™". He had prayed for inclusion of Hadhrit ‘Ali, Fatima, Hassan
and Hussain™" in his household for his other daughters had died prior to this
revelation. Otherwise the term Ahl-e-Bait (Members of the Houschold) is
applicable to those members only whose maintcnance is the direct
responsibility of the head of the family. Similarly, the objections based on the
injunction “And stay in your houses”, raised against Hadhrat * Ayeshah ™" as to
why she went for Hajj or to Bagra are not valid, as the prohibition is on
roaming around to display personal splendour and not on undertaking a journcy
for Haj). During the era of Hadhrat “Umar™", other noble wives of the Holy
Prophet™** also performed Haij.

Besides, she was accompanied by close relatives and travelled in a veiled litter
on a camel’s back. While in Makkah she heard of the martyrdom of Hadhrat
‘Usman™" and the city of Madinah being taken over by the Shi‘ites vis-a-vis
Hadhrat ‘Ali’s™" helplessness. She headed for Bagra, where the Islamic Army
and power was concentrated. Hadhrat “Ali™*" was forced to march to Basra by
the Shi‘ites, and Hadhrat Hassan and Hussain™" were also amongst those who
tried to stop him.

There was no battle fought at Basra in the first place, as alleged. Rather a
dialogue took place and it was decided that all the forces must join to take
Qisds from the assassins of Hadhrat ‘Usman™". Hearing this news the Shi‘ites
attacked suddenly in the early hours of the third moming and forced a clash
between the two sides by deception. Before the misunderstanding was cleared
many had been killed. A dissenting group amongst these Shi‘ites became
known as Kharajis who later fought against Hadhrat *Ali®**Y. Besides, Hadhrat
‘Ayeshah™" was not in her litter when the fighting broke out. If this clash is
termed as a battle then who took the spoils and who were the prisoners of war,
who won and who was vanquished? It was all a conspiracy by the Shi‘ites and
indced it was a great achicvement of Hadhrat ‘Ali®™*" that he sparcd the
Ummah from a civil war by bravely combating their intrigues. As for the
Shi‘ites, they are the eternal enemies of Muslim Ummah, mendacious and wily,
Their arguments are based on lies and are flimsy; therefore, their reports must
not be paid any heed whatsoever.

"0 wives of the Holy Prophet>*¥! Keep in mind the Divine Revelations recited
m your houses, of which the place of descent are also your abodes. These
revelations are laden with real wisdom and sagacity, for Allah Knows even the

fleeting thoughts that crosses the depths of your minds for even fraction of a
sccond. And He is Aware of everything.



35.

36
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Section 5

Surcly the Muslim men and)

women, and the believing men
and women, and the devout men
and women, and the men and
women of veracity, and the
persevering men and women,
and the men and women of
humility, and the almsgiving
men and women, and the fasting
men and women, and the men
and women who guard their
pnvate parts and the men and
women — recmembering Allah
much - for them Allah has got
ready forgiveness and a mighty
reward,

And it i1s not for belicving man
or woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decreed an
affaur, that they should have any
choice n their affar And
whoever disobeys Allah and His
Messenger has strayed
manifestly.

And recall when you were
saying to him on whom Allah
had conferred a favour and you
had conferred a favour: Keep
your wifc to yourself and fear
Allah, and you were concealing
within you what Allah was
going to disclose, and you were
fcanng mankind, while Allah
had a greater right that Him you
should fear. Then when Zaid had
accomplished his  purpose
regarding her, We wedded her to
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vou so that there should be no
blame on the believers in respect
of wives of their adopted sons,
when they have accomplished
their purpose with regard to
thcm. And the ordinance of
Allah was to be fulfilled.
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Secrets of Revelation

It must be known that accepting Islam and conforming to Shan‘ah is
comparable to a tillage. The tilth is prepared for cultivation, seeds are sown,
carc is taken and then, by Allah's Grace, the fruit i1s acquired. Thus beyond
doubt, those who embrace Islam, be it men or women, are blessed with firm
faith.

Both Sexes equally obliged to worship, Both shall face Requital

Adomed with faith and trust, both men and women are blessed with the
capacity to obey and worship Allah. This makes them veracious and upnght,
which, in turn, blesses them with the honour to persevere in hardships, to stand
fast on picty and to abstain from sins. Thus they acquire awe, that is, a decp



hcarted consciousness of His Magnificence and they become firm in His
obedience and worship. And the fasting men and women acquire angelic
qualitics, whereby they arc endowed the power to overcome their lustfisl
desires, one of the greatest trals for humanity, Therefore, it is said that these
men and women guard their modesty and ultimately get the yicld of the tillage
Zikr Allah

The men and women who shall accrue the yicld of this tillage are the men and
women who remember Allah much. They arc entitled to the promised Divine
Forgivencss and a magnificent reward. Zikr is the output of all worships and it
1s the fruit as well as the seed. That 15 why Quriin repeatedly cnjoins Allah'’s
Zikr in abundance, and has especially directed the belicvers to practisc scerct
and Qalbi Zikr, together with Zikr by words and actions. For those who acquire
Zikr-c-Qalbi, the virtues listed in this Ayah begin to develop in the given
sequence. So they qualify for Allah’s Forgiveness as if it is actually meant for
such souls alone, while the rest are forgiven because of them. The author has.
by Allah’s Grace, been honoured to write at length on this topic, which can be
scen in the relevant books. The point to highlight here is that Allah has
promiscd a magnificent reward on Zikr.

The cpitome of faith, the essence of all striving and Allah's Zikr is that when
Allah and His Prophet™" enjoin a duty therc must be no reservations in
exccution. And rightfully then there is no other option left for any belicver
Whosoever becomes guilty of disobedience goes totally astray. The Qurdn here
declares that the Holy Prophet™" 1s a model of exemplary obedience to Allah.
and the conduct of his paternal cousins, Hadhrat ‘Abdullah bin Jahsh and his
sister Hadhrat Zainab™*" are the symbols of exemplary obedience to the Holy
P]'D]:.Il'lﬂﬂw,

Hadhrat Zaid’s Story

He was a slave owned by someone. The Holy Prophet™*™ had bought him as a
young lad from the market of ‘Okaz before his raising. He had freed him and
adopted him as his son. The Makkans would call the boy as Zaid bin
Muhammad. When he grew up, the Holy Prophet™ sought the hand of
lHadhrat Zamnab, daughter of his patermal aunt in marriage for him This
bewildered both Hadhrat Zamab and her brother for they were the clite Quraish
while Hadhrat Zaid was after all a freed slave. It is then that these Avat were
revealed enjoining that the command of the Holy Prophet™" was indeed
Allah’s Command and a belicver has no other option but to obey. So both
accepted the proposal of the Holy Prophet ",



The Concept of Equality in Nikah

The condition of equality between spouses i1s not for the reason that a gender
from the higher class 1s a different type of human being who cannot marry in a
poor family. The sole aim 1s administrative as the pattern of thinking varics at
different social levels. If two people of the same social background get together
in wedlock 1t will make their mutual adjustment casy and ¢nsure a peaceful hfc.

Mehr

The Mchr paid in this Nikah by the Holy Prophet™" was approximatcly 47
grams of gold, 210 grams of silver, one beast of burden, one dress for the bride,
twenty four kilos of flour and five kilos of dates. This 1s an authentic evidence
that the Mehr commensurate to status should be paid, so that the lady who joins

the family may become a member of the houschold by having a share n the
family’s fortune.

This marriage did not, however, last and Hadhrat Zaid ™" decided to divorce
her. He sought the Holy Prophet’s™*" permission to do so. At that timec an
absurd tradition prevailed whereby an adopted son had the same rights and
prvilcges as a real son in terms of inheritance and legal status etc. Thus the
adopted son could not get marred to all those women prohibited to the real son.
In thc same way his widow or divorcee was considered as a widowed or
divorced real daughter-in-law. Islam scraped this custom and enjoincd that an
adopted son be called after his real father and would not enjoy the same nights
as the real son. To practically enforce this injunction, Hadhrat Zainab™"' was
marricd to Hadhrat Zaid™*" in the first instance but later the Holy Prophet ™"
was commanded to marry her after she was divorced. It was a task surc to
arousc formidable clamour and derision, which only the Holy Prophet ™" had

the courage to face and no one clse. Hence he was given the Divine Command.
The Holy Prophet™*" had known this carlier through Kashf.

Such Knowledge does not affect Shari*ah

But knowledge through Kashf does not affect the rules of Shari*ah, which
ought to be followed. So despite knowing everything the Holy Prophet™ still
advised Hadhrat Zaid ™" to try his best to make this marriage work. The Qurin
says that the Holy Prophet™*" did not disclose what he had already known as
the incvitable. Yet Allah wanted 1t to happen. Since it involved definite
sarcasm and censure by the people it was natural for the Holy Prophet™" to

feel anxious. But a Prophet™ always obeys Allah Alone and cannot cven bear
the thought of His Annoyancce. '



Allsh Wedded Hadhrat Zainab™®*" to the Holy Prophet***

Hadhrat Zaid™" divorced Hadhrat Zainab™"_After her waiting period lapsed
Aﬂahmvchnrhandmnmmagctuthc}hly Prophet™*" in order to nd the
believers of this ungodly custom. They were now free to marry the widows or
divorcee of their adopted sons, who would no longer enjoy the same nights as
their real progeny. The scholars assert that this mamage had been solemnized
by Allah Himself as Hadhrat Zainab™*" had made a sacrifice in the execution
of a Divine Injunction. This is her singular distinction. And it had always been
the practice of Allah’s Prophets™ that whatever Allah enjoined upon them,
they executed it without ever giving any importance to the sarcasm of the
society.

To Observe Shari‘ah one has to put-up with Sarcasm

The Holy Prophet*** did the same for any one’s sarcasm is of no consequence.
Allah’s Command is inevitable. Those whom Allah chooses for His
Messengership are concerned only about His Pleasure and least bother about
people’s comments. Therefore, the Aulia’ must also be prepared for this tnal, as
it 1s bound to come. People may say whatever they will, it is Allah Who will
reckon for everything.

Prophet Muhammad™*" is not the biological father of any of you men that such
laws apply to him. Rather, he has to comply with Allah’s Commands Whose
Messenger™" he is, and indeed the final one who completes the chain of
Prophcthood. There is not the remotest possibility that any new Prophet will
foliow him to reform any affairs which he might have left out. He has extended
perfect guidance to the whole of mankind about their entire lifc; from
obligations to mentorious acts, from affairs of State to that of a commoner,
from politics to economics, from morality to worships and precepts. This
guidance will remain valid till the end of time as no Prophet will be scnt after
him. Allah 1s well Aware of these matters. Without going into any details, onc
thing stands established here that Mirza Qadyiini was an impostor, and all thosc
who consider Islam to be outdated and inapplicable in today's world arc also

impostors.

Section 6
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45.

47.

48,

49

50.

He 1t is Who sends His
benedictions to you, and His
angcels also, that He may bning

. you forth from darkness into

light, and to the faithful He is
ever Merciful.

Their greeting on the Day when
they meet Him will be: peace!
And He has got rcady for them a
generous wage.

O Prophet! We have verily sent
you as a witness and a bearer of
glad ndings and a warner.

And a summoner unto Allah by
His Command, and a luminous
lamp.

And bear you to the faithful the
glad tidings that there 1s for them
a great grace from Allah

Do not yield you to the infidels
and the hypocrites and disregard
their insolence, and trust in
Allah, and Allah suffices as a
Trustee,

O you who believe! When you
marry believing women and
divorce them before you have
touched them, then there is no
waiting-period incumbent upon
them from you, that you should
count. So make a provision for
them and release them with a
scemly release.

O Prophet! He has allowed to

you your wives to whom you
have paid their wages, also those

whom your night hand owns of| °

those whom Allah has given you
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51.

52.

as spoils of war and the
daughters of your paternal uncle
and the daughters of your
paternal aunts and the daughters
of your maternal uncle and the
daughters of your matemnal
aunts, who mugrated with you,
and the belicving woman, when
she offers herself to the Prophet,
if the Prophet desire to wed her -
this provision is exclusively for
you, above the rest of the
believers, surely We know what
We have ordained to them
concerning their wives and those
whom their nght hands possess,
n order that there may be no
blame upon you. And Allah is
ever Forgiving, Merciful.

You may put off such of them as
you will, and you may take unto
you such of them as you will;
and when you desire such as you
have sct aside there is no blame
upon you. This is likelier to cool
their eyes and let them not grieve
and to keep them pleased with
what you shall give everyone of
them. Allah knows what is in
your hearts, and Allah is ever
Knowing. Forbearing.
Henceforth women are not
allowed to you, nor may you
change them for other wives,
although their beauty plcase you
save those whom vour right hand
shall own, and Allah is ever
Watcher over everything.
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Secrets of Revelation

Emphasis on Zikr Allah

'O believers! Remember Allah much, both moming and evening, that is,
round the clock. It would be appropriate to quote the illustrious words by the
author of Mu'anf-ul-Quran here:

“Hadbhrat ibn ‘Abbas™" said that Allah has not enjoined any obligation upon
His servants without defining a limit apart from His Zikr. For instance, Salat is
prescribed five times a day and the number of cycles in every Salit is also
spelled out. Hajj also comprises a certain set of rites observed at prescribed
venues and times. Zakat is to be paid once every year. But Zikr Allah is a
worship for which no quantity and lIimit has been laid down. There is no
particular time or period prescribed, nor is there any specific siting or standing
posture. Nor being clean or in ablution a pre requisite for Zikr-Allah. Rather it
is enjoined under all circumstances, whether travelling or at home, in health or
in sickness, on land or on sea, in the day or at night No excuse for its neglect
can be accepted save the case where one loses his senses or falls unconscious
In other worships, sickness and compelling circumstances make a person
excusable and entitle him to concessions such as reduction, or even cxemption
But Allah has not prescribed any condition in practising Zikr Allah. Thercfore,
no excuse 1s entertained for its neglect™. p.173, vol:7.
Mhh‘sZﬂﬂinﬁt:siﬁscmﬁancrcyandtheangcls pray for thosc
engaged in it so that they may get away from the darkness into the light and
move closer to Him. And Allah is indeed extremely Gracious towards the
behevers. His Mercy descends constantly but to receive it calls for His Zikr
round the clock. When such people will meet Allah on the Day appointed, they
will be greeted by Allah Himself while everyone else will be in a state of
anxicty. And they will also exchange greetings amongst themsclves. A
beautiful and ready recompense awaits them with Allah, and it is only a matter
of getting there.

The Qualities of the Holy Prophet™**"

O Prophet™"! We have sent you as a witness, as on the Day of Judgment only
that action will be accepted as valid, which is testified by you. And you have
been blessed with great insight so that you may give glad tidings to the virtuous
and expose the homific face of the sequel of evil before the people. It is your
responsibility to invite mankind towards Allah. Therefore, any preaching
contrary to the Sunnah will not be valid.



The Radiant Sun

The Holy Prophet™" has been termed as a radiant sun which dissipates light
gencrously. According to the Commentators, just as the entire system of life on
carth depends on light and energy from the sun, so is the entire system of the
mtrinsic and spirtual world sustained by the light and energy of the sacred
heart of the Holy Prophet™*”. And it will continue to be so forever. The subtlc
hearts of the believers will continue to receive light from his pure heart till the
end of time. All the Prophets™ are alive in their places of eternal rest but the
Holy Prophet™*" is not only alive but also is the Messenger of Allah, for now
and for all times to come. This sun of beneficence is radiant and dissipates light
to the subtle hearts of the believers. It wall continue to do so until the end. The
more a believer devotes himself to and loves the Holy Prophet™*¥, the more
hight he receives. He must convey glad tidings to those believers whose subtle
hearts are enlightened and abrim with His Zikr. For them is a great and highly
cxalted honour from Allah.

The Holy Prophet**" must not pay any heed to what the infidels-say. Let them
cause the distress they wish to cause through insolence. He mustrcly on Allah,
Who is indeed the best of Helpers and Solicitors and suffices to avenge them.
Waiting Period

M&rNMuﬂ&mﬂﬂcmﬂ:fmﬂmﬂhumanEtfc,Suut‘thc
believers are faced with a situation where divorce is to be pronounced after
Nikah but without consummation of the marriage, there is no waiting period for
the women. In other words, the period of threc menustral cycles which a
woman has to spend in her husband’s house, is not required in this casc, this
being there only to establish whether a child has been conceived. Since in this
casc the marriage was never consummated, there is no need for waiting period.
However, she must be given some gift or token of goodwill as a favour.

Mut‘ah

Giving a token of gocdwill as a favour has been termed as Mut'ah where
consummation of the marmiage has not taken place. The Shi‘ites, however, have
declared Mut'ah as wages for debauchery. It has been enjoined to let the
womcn depart honourably. Though divorce is not commendable, yet when 1t
bccomes mevitable in order to preclude a greater muschief, it should be
conducted gracefully and not in a manner that may create a new conflict.

'O Prophet™**! Those wives are lawful to you who have been paid the Mchr by
vou, that is, who are in your Nikah. The number of women in the Holy
Prophet's™*" Nikah at that time exceeded four, while a common belicver
cannot have more than four wives at a time. His second distinction over the rest



of the believers was that the slave women n his possession no longer remained
lawful for anyone else. The bondswomen or maids gifted to the Holy Prophet ™™
were also exclusively for him, and unlawful for all the rest forever. And his first
cousins, that is, daughters of patermal uncles and aunts, maternal uncles and
aunts, who mugrated with him were permissiblc for him to be sought in
marnage. However he 1s not allowed to marry those who could not migrate.
Ths 1s peculiar to the Holy Prophet™".

A believing woman who offers herself in Nikah without demanding Mchr is
also permussible, whereas no other believer can avail a Nikah without the
payment of Mchr as determined by Shari‘ah. And Allah knows what He
enjoined regarding free women as well as the bondswomen. The concessions
granted to the Holy Prophet™®*" are to facilitate him, for Allah is ever Forgiving
and Merciful. Besides, it is also his peculiarity that he is allowed a free hand in
dealing with his wives, unlike rest of the believers for whom equal treatment to
all the wives in all matters is enjoined. He 1s allowed to be more intimate to any
of his wives and to temporarily stay away from any of them at his discretion
This is to ensure that the wife who receives special attention from him fecls
delighted and does not claim it as her right. Rather she regards it as a favour by
him. There 1s no heart burning and everyone is happy with whatever favour she
cnjoys at his pleasure, Allah knows the secrets of the hearts. In other words, if
his favours are taken as nights, there may be hidden reservations, which might
impede the beneficence from the Holy Prophet™". So by pronouncing his
treatment to his wives as a favour, Allah has given them an occasion to rejoice
and has protected them against a tnal, for Allah s All Knowing and
Forbcaning. His wives also enjoy a distinction that even if the Holy Prophet™®**
wishes to divorce any of them and marry another woman whose beauty might
charm him, he is not allowed to do so, except for the bondswomen in his
posscssion. Of course, Allah is Watchful over everything.

The Holy Prophet’s™*" Wives

A dctailed discourse is not called for here, it may be seen in Mu‘arif-ul-Quran
Howcever, one aspect may be taken a careful note of The Holy Prophet™*
married Hadhrat Khadijah™" at the age of twenty five and till the age of fifty,
he did not take another wife. Upon her death, he married Hadhrat *Ayeshah™"
Thercafter his mamages benefited the Islamic State through conversion of
many clans to Islam. As for the rights of the bondswomen, it is only Islam that
cnjomed upon belicvers that the women captured will only be permissible 1o
onc belicver at onc time, with strict terms and conditions clearly spelling out
their nghts. The nations who raise objections against Islam have a despicable
record in this context.
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Section 7

O you who believe! Enter not
the houses of the Prophet, except
when leave is given to you, for a
meal and at a time that you will
have to wait for its preparation.
But when you are invited, then
enter, and when you have had
the meal, then disperse, without
lingering to enter into famihar
discourse. Vcriiyﬂnis;shcawun
the Prophet, and he s shy of
asking you to depart, but Allah
is not shy of the truth. And when
you ask of them anything, ask it
from behind a curtain. That shall
be purer for your hearts and for
their hearts. And it is not lawful
for you that you should cause
annoyance to the Messenger of
Allah, nor that you should ever
marry his wives after him; verily
that shall be an enormity in the
Sight of Allah.
Wh:thﬁywdisclus:amingm
conceal it, venly Allah is ever
Knower of everything.

It is no sin for them in respect of
their fathers or brothers, or their
brother’s sons ‘or their sister's
sons or their own women, or
those whom their right hands
own, and fear Allah, verily
Allah 1s ever a Witness of
everything.

Venily Allah and His angels
scnd their benedictions upon the
Prophet. O you who believe!
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Scnd you benedictions also upon
him and salute him with a
goodly salutation.

37.  Surely those who annoy Allah| 2% d:j,i;j_;j’ ;Lﬁ\'iﬁ};rﬁi{
and His Messenger — Allah has < AP G e
cursed them in this world and the @QJU###LL—E‘JL'
Hercafter, and has prepared for
them an ignominious torment

58 And thos¢ who annoy the pess Zes

believing men and  women
without their deserving it shall
surely bear the guilt of calumny
and evident sin.
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Secrets of Revelation

The believers are enjoined not to enter the abodes of the Holy Prophet™"
without permission. And if he invites them for a meal, it is demanded by
ctiquettes that they should be there on time, so that they do not have to wat for
the meal. They must not look around, rather enter with great respect and beg
leave as soon as the meal is over, They must never sit to gossip, which causes
discomfort to him though he feels shy of expressing it. But Allah expounds
such matters as even the slightest displeasure naturally felt by him might induce
heaviness in his heart and impede his Barakah for the believers.

The nght course of action is the one pronounced by Allah. If the believers have
to ask for something from his wives, they must do so from behind the curtain.
Thus 1s an etiquette beneficial for both. The Holy Prophet*Y does not like an
exposure by nature and it is irritating to him. It does not befit the believers that
any act of theirs may cause distress to him. It is also his peculiarity that a
woman who enjoyed the status of his wife cannot be married to anyone ¢lse

after his passing away. Not only is it improper but also a very serious crime
with Allah.

Women's Pardah

Details pertaining to the laws of Pardah may be scen in other commentarics of
the Quran, especially the commendable Mu‘arif al Qurdn. It suffices to mention
here that free mixing of the two sexes may prove to be extremely detrimental



That 1s why the first addressees of these injunctions pertaining to Pardah are the
noble wives of the Holy Prophet™*™. According to these injunctions, a Muslim
woman must not display her clothing, jewellery or herself in any gathering or
anywhere out door. She must not cven unnccessanly step outside her home

Where it becomes mcvitable to talk to people, she should not cngage n
unnccessary dialoguc. A woman's voice and the way she talks arc also to
remain under check and cover. She must never display her jewellery in public,
rather she should drape herself up in a wide shawil, and it is preferable to et it
droop a little on her face as a cover. Or she can make a Hijab from a picce of
cloth. The detnmental effects of its absence can be scen in the Western society
at large, and in those Eastern societies that do not observe Pardah,

Whether done overtly or covertly, Allah is Aware of everything. However.
there 1s an exemption 1 this law whereby no Pardah is to be observed from
fathcrs, sons, and brothers, from ncphews and from other women. or
bondswomen and maids. O’ belicving women! Do not take this injunction
hightly, and fear Allah in observing it. And do it thoroughly, as Allah 1s surcly
Watchful over everything.

Certainly Allah’s Mercy is being constantly showered upon His Prophet™"
His angels are also invoking His Mercy and Blessings upon him around the
clock. So the believers must also repeatedly seek Allah’s Mercy and send their
salutations to him. This command also demands continuity and is a part and
parcel of Salat, as prescnibed. Outside Salat, offering salutations like *Asaldto
wa Salim-o-‘Alaika yi Rasiil Allah’ at the tomb of the Holy Prophet>* is
Sunnah. It is also permitted from a distance as Allah conveys it to him through
His angels. The best of all the salutations are thosc he has himself prescribed in
Ahadith. Reciting these frequently 1s a source of spiritual clevation. Remember
that these wordings are specifically used for the Prophets™, while ‘Radhi
Allah “Unho’ and ‘Rahmat Allah’ are for the Companions™" and the Aulia’
respectively. No one save a Prophet™ should be referred to as *““Alaihay
Salam™ although other words of reverence may be used.

The Shi‘ites are Accursed

Those who annoy Allah and His Prophet™*™* which means that annoying His
Prophet™" indecd tantamounts to annoying Him;, like the hypocrites who
annoyed the Holy Prophet™*" through sarcasm. This injunction also applics to
the situation where he and his houschold or the Companions™ are subjected
1o sarcasm or abusive language. It is downright infidelity and the guilty arc
accursed by Allah in this world as well as in the Akhirah, where a humiliating
pumishment awaits them. Today the way the Shi‘ites utter blasphemy against
his noblc wives and great Companions ™" are, by virtuc of this rule, infidels as



well as accursed. To assume that there may be some amongst them who arc not

guilty of this crime is just a self-deception. The honour and dignity of the Holy

Prophet**™, his honourable houschold and his Companions™V" is far too

cxalted. Even blaming any believing man or woman of a crime he or she has
not commutted 1s a grave sin.

59,

61.

62.

63.

Section 8

O Prophet! Say you to your
wives and your daughters and
women of the believers that they
should let down upon them their

wrapping-garments. That would
bc more likely to distinguish
them. So that they will not be
affronted. And Allah is ever
Forgiving, Merciful.

If the hypocrites and those in
whose heart is a discase and the
rusers of commotion in
Madinah do not desist, We shall
certainly set you up against
them. Thence-forth they shall
not be allowed to neighbour you
therein, except for a Iittle while,
Accursed, wherever found, they
shall be scized and slain with a
relentless slaughter.

That has been the dispensation
of Allah with those who have

passed away before, and you
shall not find any change in the
dispensation of Allah.

People question you conceming
the Hour Say vyou Its
knowledge is with Allah only.

And what do you know? perhaps |’

the Hour may be near,
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6‘4. VI.:I‘I]}F A“ah has mrSCd Ih{t " il B
nfidels, and has prepared for @-"'"‘f-l-'ﬁ J‘Q‘u‘lﬂu‘
them a Blaze.

65 Abiders thercin they shall be for R Tae T
cver, and they will find neither a OISt ey ‘:*‘L-:t.dﬂ-*
protecting friend nor a helper.

66. On the Day when ther faces A2 St ens 3b p50
shall be rolled in Fire, they will 252Ul ey i

say: Ah! That we had obeyed S ([N b (R [
Allah and had obeyed the @ rolbably i

Messenger!

67. And they will say; Our Rabb!' EI"E" - ‘_“:”-r-ti-'-'*:-- 2.
We obeyed our chiefs and our ){J slokabll E‘:"El’-’
clders and they led us astray @ LG
from the wayv.

68, Our Rabb! Give them T P S g
punishment twofold, and curse SRzl e K
them with a great curse. £ ST
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Secrets of Revelation

The Holy Prophet**" had Four Daughters, not One

0" Prophet™*™! Do tell vour wives, daughters and the belicving women that
when they go out of their houses they must cover themsclves in cloaks,
drawing onc end from the hcads partially onto their faces. The Qurin uscs the
word ‘daughters’ in plural which refutes the Shi‘ites false claim that the Holy
Prophet™*"™ had only one daughter. According to Shari‘ah, the aim of Pardah. is
to shicld onesclf from the glances of the people. Muslim woman must wear
something like a cloak and pull one end of it onto their faces.

This 15 also to ensure a separate 1dentity for a believing woman so that she may
stand out amongst the non believing and bondswomen, and no scoundrel may
dare tease or vex her. Whatever took place prior to the revelation of these
injunctions will be pardoned, as Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

The hypocrites and those with diseased hearts only profess to be Muslims,
whereas actually they are mischicf mongers. Sometimes they raise slanderous
accusation, at others they spread the rumour of an énemy onslaught causing



alarm amongst the citizens. They will be subdued by the Holy Prophet™* and
his devoted followers for sure, making their stay in this town untenable. Rather,
they will be hunted out and put to sword wherever found

Punishment of an Apostate is Death

A non behiever can live in an Islamic State by paying a special tax, but a
hypocrite 1s taken as a Muslim so long as he manages to conceal his hypocrisy:
But once he begins to oppose the land marks of Islam openly or causes distress
to the Holy Prophet™", his disbelief becomes evident He will then be
considered an apostate and the punishment for apostasy is death. So these
hypocrites will be taken to task like those before them. This is Allah’s Way and
His Way is the way of the Nature, which does not alter,

These infidels ask the Holy Prophet™™ about the Hour of the Doomsday: Let
them know that it 1s within Allah’s jurisdiction, and He Alonc knows the best.
The Holy Prophet’s™*" concemn is only to convey the Message of Allah and 10
tell that it shall occur. Who knows, it may be looming around the comer. But
surcly, it does not promise any good for a non belicver. Allah curses the non
believers and has ignited a Fire for them, wherein they will abide. They will not
find any fniend or helper. When they will be dragged on their arrogant faces
into the Hell they will scream and plead wistfully: “Alas! If only we had
obeyed Allah and had submutted to His Messenger™™. “O Allah! We followed
our ciders and leaders and they musled us from Your Path. So pumish them

twice as much for being stray themselves and for leading us astray, and accurse
them with a mighty curse.”

Section 9

69 O you who belicve! Do not be o Bper T E AN B Zv e . FefBE L
like those who amnoyed Misa,| = h"'“ﬁﬂg}-"‘ﬁy.{r"'"'.:mr,.&!

but Allah cleared him of what| (3 Ly ailicss AR
they said; and he was illustrious
with Allah.
| S8 30 senZoss o Zooki
70. O you who believe! Fear Allah, Vil s sabiipiiyate i
and spcak a straight speech. @M
71 He will amend your works for i

you and forgive you your sins. S22 -.-:-":s:' O T e
And whoever obcys Allah and| - PILID 'ig;é..;
His Messenger, he has indeed @C,;Zﬁ}'juﬁ.ﬁ;;ﬂépféj
achieved a great achievement.




72. Venly We! We offered the trust

on =, Tl fr"‘": B o ol
to the heavens and the earth and ¥l Sl e SLYIES 20
the mountains, but they declined WS e I <X e
to bear it and shrank from it. But e "";""‘"‘*’f—-,.!
man undertook i, truly he was| @40 JRIRE
very sinful, very foolish. .
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hypocritical men and women . oo moe

and the associators and the| “AilsayeS Pl res VT;
associatoresses. And Allah will

relent toward the believing men S O A [
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EEaIRE
Secrets of Revelation

0" you who believe! Do not ever become like the people of Prophet Miisa ™
nor adopt their attitudes. They were a source of constant distress to him. some
umes through disobedience and at others by their false accusations. However
Allah absolved Prophet Miisa™® completely, granted him victorics and clearcd
him of all blames. This is because he was held in high esteem by Allah He was
a Prophet and all the Prophets™ are indeed honourable. O belicvers, fear
Allah constantly and speak nothing but the truth.

A Truthful Person is Upright in Conduct

A person who speaks the truth is given the capacity to be noble in conduct. And
Allah forgives the mistakes commutted by the virtuous. This alonc is the path to
salvation. Anyone who obeyed Allah and rightfully proved his devotion to the
Holy Prophet™" has indeed achieved a great success. This is what humanity
demands, as the Trust of Allah’s Cognition and Passion for Him was
prescnted to mighty creations like the heavens, and to the planets like the carth.
and to the colossal mountains at the beginning of time. But they dare not accept
this responsibility and begged to be spared. However, man accepted it. Indeed
he is a transgressor, an ignorant. He makes hasty decisions and docs not cven
bother to know the outcome thereof. This is typical of his temperament.

However, now that he has accepted the responsibility of Allah's Cognition, he
will have to give up the path of transgression and ignorance. He will have to



acquire a noble character and the troves of knowledge and wisdom through s
devotion to the Holy Prophet™". This is a necessity for man, indeed for the
cntirc humanity. While those men and women who pretend to be Muslims but
do no accept Islam from their hearts, or thosc who indulge in polytheism, will
be scized by Allah’s punishment because of their ignorance and cvildongs.
And Allah will accept the plcas of the belicving men and women and honour
them, for He is indeed Forgiving, Merciful!
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