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Surah Ar-Ram
(THE BYZANTIANS)
This Stirah was also revealed in Makkah.
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Secrets of Revelation

A battle was fought between the Romans and the Persians. The former were
People of the Book while the latter were Zoroastrians. Though they were baoth
infidels, yet the Muslims had a soft corner for People of the Book, but they lost
this battle. The Persians captured some of the cities along the border including
Constantinople where Chosroes made a fire temple and the polytheists rejoiced.
This Stirah was revealed to announce that though the Romans had capitulated
now yet they would prevail again in the coming years. So the polytheists’
rejoicing was short-lived. This indeed was a great prophecy as outwardly there
were no signs of their victory and the polytheists were satisfied that a reversal
was no longer possible. Allah reiterated that it would certainly happen and that
would be a day of great celebration for the Muslims. And 1t did happen, The
Muslims were greatly overjoyed because firstly, the prophecy of the Quran had
come true thus manifesting a miracle of the Holy Prophet™*Y, and secondly, at
the very same time the Muslims had emerged victorious in a grand way n the
Battle of Badr. Both the belligerents were infidel powers who were to fight
Islam sooner or later, so the mutual fighting would have weakened them.



The assumption of the infidels that the Romans cannot win again is similar to
their opinion about the belicvers that théy will not be able to fight them. But
their assessments are based on the strength of outward means while the victory
comes by Allah’s succour at His Pleasure. He blessed thg Muslims with a
victory over the Makkans, which was apparently impossible. In the same way
He made the Romans prevail over the Persians, for He 1 is all Prevailing
and Mcrciful.

Allah’s Word 1s ever mevitable, as He Himself enforces it. He hever violates
His Promise, but majority of people fail to appreciate. this
engrossed in the worldly means, affluence and merry
of Akhirah, whereas Allah’s Promise will surely prevail.

Did they ever contemplate over the immaculate proportion of whatever Allah
has created in the heavens and the earth? A continuous evolution of things
having specific properties made by a specific combination of constituents, in a
universal system smoothly functioning without there ever being an error, is
mdeed remarkable. The sun, the moon, the rainfall, the winds, the plantation -
everything 1s functioning as programmed. And when the same Magnificent
Creator determines the time to resurrect everything, why do they think it would
not happen? A majonity of the people deny the Day of Judgment and the fact
that they will have to stand in Allah’s Court. If they are blinded by their wealth
and power, don't they travel on the land and witness the fate met by the infidels
gone by? They were wealthier and more influential, enjoying much more
power. Allah had sent His Messengers™ unto them with clear evidences, but
they had refused to believe and were thus destroyed. Allah never wronged
them rather they wronged themselves by opting for infidelity, So their fate
tumed out to be as evil as their conduct, for they not only resorted to denial but
also dended Divine Revelations.
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for them, and they will deny

their associate-gods,

On the Day whereon the Hour
armives. that Day they will be
separated.

Then as for those who believed
and worked righteous deeds.
they shall be in a meadow made

happy:.

And as for those who
disbelicved and belied Our
Signs and the meeting of the
Hereafter - these shall be
brought to the torment.

So hallow Allah when you enter
the night and when you enter the
morming.

And His 1s all Praise in the
heavens and the earth, and at
sun’s setting and decline and
when you enter the noon.

He brings forth the living from
the lifeless, and He brings forth
the lifeless from the living, and
He revives the earth after its
death, and thus you too will be
brought forth.
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Secrets of Revelation

It is as evident as broad daylight that Allah creates everything, giving it an
existence from a state of nonentity. He will certainly quicken and everyone
shall return to Him. It does not matter if people deny it now. Soon, on the Day
of Judgment, their hopes will fizzle out. Even those whom they ascribe as
partners with Allah will not be able to intercede for them, Losing all hopes
with their deities, they would refute that they had ever considered them as
partners with Allah,



On that Day, people will be divided into different slots: the nobles and the evils,
the believers and the non believers. Those who had embraced faith and acted
piously will be received in beautiful gardens for entertainment, while those
who had opted for infidelity and had denied the Revelations of Allah and the
Day shall be gathered for punishment.

Perpetual Zikr

To achieve eternal success one must perpetually remember and glonify Allah -
sleep in His remembrance, and rise in it. This is because He Alone in the entire
universe is Worthy of all the Praise. So remember Him not only in the’
mommings and evenings but also at midday and midnight. His Praise includes
Salat, repeating His Name on a rosary, recitation of the Quriin and all other
noble practices. The real inference here is Likr-e-Qalbi, so that no moment of
neglect is ever passed. The evidences to His Omnipotence are so glanng. He
brings forth the living from the dead, that is, creates the living from the matter
Similarly He imposes death upon bodies full of life, just as the entire face of
carth becomes arid and dead only to be revived by Him. So will mankind be
quickened one Day.
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Venly in this are Signs for a
people who listen.

And of His Signs 1s that He
shows you lightning for a fear
and for a hope, and sends down
from the sky water And
therewith revives the earth after
its death; verily invthis are Signs
for a people who reflect.

And of His Signs 1s that the
heavens and the ecarth stand fast
by His Command, and thercafter
when He calls you, a call from

the carth, lo! You shall come
forth.

His i1s whosoever 1s m the
heavens and the carth; all are
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Secrets of Revelation

Human Creation

And of His Signs, a very significant one is the creation of human beings. He
shapes the clay into different forms; varicties of food and grains, fruits, fodder
for the animals to serve as sources of milk and meat. These components arc
then given the form of sperm and planted into the female's womb, whercin a
hununbemgismnd.hndmdnlivemd,hcdrmsnfmnqumnglhu
entire world.
And then He does not create only men, but also creates the women from the
same womb who are altogether different in terms of physical features,
temperaments and capabilities. He then makes them a match for men that



together they may serve to preserve the human race. And He did not confine
their task to a mere obligation of Shari‘ah but instilled feclings of mutual love
i the hearts of the spouses, not only to rear a family but also prove as a Divine
Mcrey for everyone. If the entire system i1s pondered over, there are ample
Signs of His Magnificence.

His Absolute Omnipotence is mamifested in the creation of the heavens and the
unhimited wonders they hold, and the earth with its innumerable qualitics. And
He has blessed the dwellers of the carth with different complexions and
dialects. The residents .of vanous countries, despite sharing similar needs, are
different from onc another in terms of complexion, facial features and
language. If only this aspect is taken into consideration, it presents unlimited
evidence for the entire world. When one sleeps at night, as if in a state of coma
severing all worldly ties and distinctions, it is indeced an evidence of His
Magnificence. Similarly, waking up in the moming to engage once again in the
temporal affairs 1s a sign for those who pay heed and ponder.

Thunderbolts and thundening clouds bear witness to His Absolutc
Omnipotence. Although they ternfy the hearts, yet the showers of His Mercy
also expected to pour down from these clouds in order to enliven the lifcless
soil. For a person with a sound mind, these phenomena are repletc with
evidence. “Science’ is nothing but a careful deliberation over these realitics, It
is truly wise to understand this science and recognise Allah’s Magnificence
through it. It must be seen how the Supreme Being keeps the carth and the
heavens in position, without apparent supports. The earth spins around and 1s
suspended in space by a Divine Plan. And how much lifc is there on carth
which is constantly reverting to dust! When the Absolutely Powerful Being
running such a meticulous System will summon the dead, they will promptly
nsc from the depths of the carth to stand before Him. The entire universal
system has not come about accidentally but has been created by Him. He owns
cverything, be it entities, means or methods; all are subservient to Him. It is He
Alone Who creates from non-existence and shall ultimately bning evervone
back to life, which is indeed a very simple thing for Him to do. There is no onc
like Him, the Most Exalted in the heayens and the earth, Who Prevails over
everything and 1s indeed the Wisest.

Section 4
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hand possess, partners in that
which We have provided, so that
you are equal in respect thercof
and you fear them as you fear
cach other? Thus do We detail

the Signs for a people who
reflect.

Aye! Those who do wrong
follow their own lusts without
knowledge Who, then, will
guide them whom Allah has sent
astray? And for them there will
be no helpers.

So set you your face towards the
true faith upnghtly. And follow
you the constitution of Allah
according to which He has
constituted mankind and let there
be no alteration in Allah’s
creation. . That 1s the nght
religion, but most men know not.
And remain turning penitently to
Him, and fear Him, and
establish Salat, and be not of the
associaters.

Of those who split their religion
and become sects, each band is
exulting what 1s with it.

And when any hurt visits
mankind, they cry to their Rabb
tumning penitently. to Him; then
when He causes them to taste of
His Mercy, lo! A pant of them
joins others with their Rabb.

So that they may be ungrateful
for that which We have
vouchsafed to them. So enjoy
awhile; presently you shall come
to know.
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Or, have We sent to them any
authonty, so that it speaks of
whazlhcyhawbemassocunng
with Him?

And when We cause mankind to
taste of Mercy, they exult at it;
then if an evil befalls them
because of what their hands have
sent forth; lo! They despaur.

Do they not see that Allah
expands the provision for
whomever He will, and stints?
Verily in that is a Sign for a
people who believe.

So give you to the kinsman his
due and to the needy and to the
wayfarer. That is the best for
those who seek Allah’s Pleasure,
andthnscmmebhssﬁﬂm

does anything of that? Hallowed
and exalted be He above what
they associate!
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah draws a parable for people to understand. They should reflect over the
fact that human beings like their own selves, who are also Allah’s creation and
share the same traits as them, are their slaves and servants, Because of this
single reason they cannot dispense the wealth or any possessions of their
owners without permussion. Similarly, in situations where people have
partnerships or joint ventures, they are afraid of annoying their partners, and do
not take any decisions without their consent. Now coming to the partners
people ascribe to Allah, they are His creation and do not share any attribute
with Him. Had there been any partners to Allah, the entire system would not
have been functioning by His Will, and would have collapsed.

Allah expounds evidences clearly but only those can understand who have
sense, while the perception of the transgressors has been depraved because of
their indulgence in vain desires. They simply act to satiate their lust without
any logical reason. And when the wickedness of a person touches a certain
level, Allah gets annoyed and facilitates digression. Then, none can guide or
help such a person. So Q" Reader! Face in the right direction, turn away from
all other sides, and adhere to Islam with full dedication.

Religion of Nature

Islam is the true way of life It is fully compatible to human nature in its
undistorted form. For instance, man by nature dislikes subservience to others,
and Islam upholds his dignity. It declares that cach individual is only Allah’s
slave and none other’s. Everyone seeks protection of life, wealth, and honour,
which s guaranteed in the most appropnate and perfect way by Islam. In shont,
in every aspect of life - precepts, practices and morals - Islam indced is the
closest to human nature. He does not alter anyone’s nature, unless a person
himself distorts it by evil conduct and environment. This is why the righteous
scholars vehemently assert that it is obligatory to abstain from evil company n
order to safeguard one’s natural capacity. Islam is the straight path, but most of
the people who have destroyed themselves inwardly fail to discern this reality.
So pin all hopes on Allah and show no neglect in His obedience and worship.
And never indulge in polytheism, as the people practising it have created
schism in Din and have become divided into many factions.

Shi‘a

Here the word Shi‘a has been used to denote an erring faction. Each faction
was content with its waywardness conjuring to be on the right path while the
truth lay in the obedience and worship of Allah. They had abandoned the truth



and accepted the opinions of fellow beings, thereby creating dissension in Din
and becoming schismatic.

turmoil whereby he becomes hopeless of getting any help from any quarter, he
calls out to Allah, with utmost devotion. That is, he reverts to his nature. Allah
beingMcrciﬁﬂaﬂ:viatmhismﬂmmEDespitcthismcpmplcamjnmm
mbmmmaﬁnﬂﬁﬂcﬂh&mandﬂhm.myﬁﬂm
face the consequences as Allah has not revealed any Sign or Book enjoining
polytheism on them.

It has been highlighted earlier that the polytheists do not have any logical
evidence to support polytheism, for in moments of distress they abandon all
deities and call out only to Allah. Now it is added that they do not possess any
recorded evidence on polytheism either. They are overwhelmed with joy when
blmdbyﬂahhnnhmﬂwy,mufﬂwirmnﬂm,fmcaﬂy
trouble they simply lose all hope. In other words, they do not enjoy a
relationship with Him, neither in weal nor in woe. Don't they observe that
Allah blesses whoever He may please with unlimited bounties and straitens for
whoever He likes? This is by His Wisdom, and all those blessed with faith sec
very clear Signs in this distribution. Anyone blessed with affluence does not
become its sole owner as Allah has apportioned the share of many others, such
as the relatives, the needy and the wayfarer. This share is dispensed in the form
of Zakat, alms or other voluntary donations. For those who seck His Pleasure,
the best course of action indeed is to sacrifice mundane wealth over His
Pleasure, and these are the ones destined to succeed.

Andifamhﬁv:m'aﬁimdiscﬂmdcdhulpwﬁhdwintmﬁmnfmiﬂng
more in return, as is generally practised on occasions like weddings or deaths,
hmrdu&thhﬂnhdocsnminam.hismlythewmhhgivmpurdym
attain Allah’s Pleasure that becomes manifold and its rewards constantly
Increase

Allah is the One Who has created you and provides you without fail as long as
He keeps you in this world. He then lets death to prevail over you, and He will
quicken you. Can your self proclaimed deities whom you ascribe as partners to
Him do any of these? Surely not; so be very clear that He is far too exalted and
pure of your polytheistic rubbish.

Section 5

4l.  Corruption has prevailed on land
and sca because of what men’s
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hands have ecamed, so that He
may make them taste a part of
what they have worked, in order
that perhaps they may tumn.

Say you: Go forth in the land
and see what has been the end of
those who were before you. And
most of them were associators.

So set your face towards the
nght religion before the Day
amves from which there is no
avering from Allah. On that
Day they shall be sundered.
Whoever disbelicves, on him is
his infidelity, and those who
work righteously are preparing
themselves.

So that He shall recompense out
of His Grace those who believe
and work nghteous deeds; verily
He does not approve the infidels.
And of His Signs is that He
that He may make you taste of
His Mercy, and that the ships
may sail at His Command, and
that you seek His Grace, and that
perhaps you may retumn thanks.
And assuredly We sent
Messengers before you to their
people. They brought them
manifest Signs. Then We
requited them who transgressed.
And incumbent upon Us was to
avenge the believers.

Allah 1s He Who sends the
winds so that they raise a cloud

and then spreads it along the sky
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as He will, and then breaks it
into fragments, and you see the
ran come forth from its midst.
Then when He makes it fall
upon such of His bondmen as
He will. Lo! They rejoice.

Even though before it was sent

down upon them, they were
surely despairing before that.

Look then at the effects of
Allah’s Mercy: how He revives
the carth after its death, verly
He 1s the Quickener of the dead,
He is Potent over everything.
And if We send a wind and they
should see their tilth yellow, then
they would thercafter remain
disbelieving.

Surely you cannot make the dead
hear, nor can you make the deaf’
hear the call when they tum
away in flight.

Nor can you be a guide to the
blind out of their error; you can
make none to hear save thosec
who believe in OQur Signs, and

who have surrendered.
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Secrets of Revelation

Besides annoying Allah, infidelity and polytheism also disrupt the universal
system, causing mischicf on land and sea. Although Allah, out of His Mercy,
does not punish people for all their sins instantly and grants them respite, yet
the evil effects of sins are manifested every now and then. For instance, the
nfidel world promoted immorality under the cover of women liberation, but it
has proved to be a punishment for them. Today, peace and harmony of every
houschold is in shambles, so much so that the lineage of children cannot be



traced. Fatal discases like Aids are the by-products of debauchery. Similar are
the evil consequences of interest based cconomy. Allah wants people to
observe these consequences and repent and revert to Him.

The Holy Prophet™*™ may ask the infidels to ponder over the ruins of the
nations destroyed across the globe. They were the people who indulged mn
polytheism, which led to their misfortune. ‘O Reader! Stand fast on Islam with
utmost sincenity, else Allah’s punishments are inevitable. The time of respite is
only until death or the establishment of the Day of Judgment. On that Day
people will be gathered in scparate groups., Those who had indulged in
infidelity would be punished for it while those who had acted piously for
themselves, will be rewarded graciously. Indeed the rewards of Allah shall far
out class their deeds. He will bless the righteous believers with His Forgiveness
and He does not like the non believers.

Another proof of His Omnipotence is that He fills the wind with life and
wherever it blows, carries the glad tidings of rain with it. He has created such a
beautiful System that His Mercy reaches mankind in the form of rain and
cloud. He made rivers and oceans and taught man how to sail ships. All this

takmphmbyﬂisﬁbsohttcﬂmﬂpmcc,snﬂmﬂnmyﬁndmmnf
livelihood and be thankful to Him.

O’ Prophet ™™ We did send Our Messengers unto nations before you, with
clear evidence. The infidels and polytheists of those nations rebelled and stood
against the believers. They were ultimately destroyed to avenge their crime
And the believers were helped to prevail upon them as Allah had promised
His help, and He was to do it.

Allah, the Almighty ladens the multi layered clouds with tons of water which
are carried by the winds to places where Allah wants them to pour down to
nﬁmfﬁlm.quiniuaSMMminfalLﬂwyhdbcminw
dim.mdvdmhﬁmdhﬁmdnmmom?hisadisuihuﬁmufﬂist,as
life begins to spread from each and every particle of the soil that had become
dead prior to rainfall. The same Omnipotent will quicken the dead as He wiclds
control over everything.

Science

What is science except the knowledge of things: how these come into existence
and the effects thereof? Knowing the properties of various gases, light waves
and atoms etc. by itself serves as evidence to His Greatness. As for the
meanness of the infidels, they are such ingrates that if the wind blows fast or
their harvest begins to turn pallid they simply forget all His favours and take to
denial and ingratitude afresh. So people whose denial and sin incapacitate their




powers of seeing and hearing to perceive the truth, can be compared to the dead
in this context; who cannot act even if they listen. Or they can be compared to
the blind who is without sight and cannot see the path. Or they are like the deaf
who s incapable of hearing and also does not wish to hear and walks away So,
O’ Prophet™*, you cannot make such people listen to you or pay heed to your
words. The prerequisite for that is faith or at least the desire to seck. So it is
only the believers who can listen to your words and absorb them in their hearts.

It has already been explained in Siirah Shu‘ar’ that these Ayat do not pertain

to the issue of Hearing by the Dead.
Section 6
54. Allah is He Who created you in

55.

56.

57.

58.

weakness, then He assigned
strength after weakness, then
after strength weakness and grey
hair. He creates what He will,

and He s the Knower, the
Potent.

And on the Day when the Hour
amves the culpnts will swear
that they stayed not but an hour,
thus were they ever deluded.

And those who have been
vouchsafed knowledge and faith
will say: Assuredly you have
stayed according to the decree of
Allah until the Day of
Upraising; so this is the Day of
Upraising, but you were used not
to know.

On that Day the excusing of
themselves will not profit them
who did wrong, nor shall they be
allowed to please Allah.

And assuredly We have in this
Qurin propounded all means of
similitude for mankind, and if
you bring them a Sign, those
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who disbelieve are sure to say: @G_;Lb:g;;?..ﬁ

You are but deluded.
59.  Thus does Allah scal the hearts ﬁjluﬁjﬂ‘gﬂg
of those who do not believe. : ,..-— .
60.  Have you patience; werily Q< LN

] - - e car romBe Sfernr g o of
Allah’s Promise is true. And let Ui Y mail iy pals
conviction make you unsteady. @ e

Exdkn

Secrets of Revelation

hisAth,tthnﬂMagtﬁﬁcmt,Whusmdsmanmtﬂthiswldasam
weak and feeble being. Just ponder over your creation; how He develops you
ﬁmnaﬁnyceuandblﬂssesymwﬂhhnmanfmmmsmﬁmpmnfﬂis
Creativity is a witness to His Magnificence. He then gradually transforms a
littic baby into a robust youth; who may become an intellectual, a ruler or a
scholar. And finally, one by one his faculties begin to wane and he is
transformed into a weak, grey-haired old man. No one can interfere in this
pm,fu&ﬂlhdocswhmﬂewmandﬂispmdcﬁinMSmﬂnmuﬂmn.
Hem:ﬂwS}stmvﬂymllandistﬂwwwﬂﬁng-
Thcirundcmandingissudis&mﬂdﬂm&wywillfaﬂtndimmanymmgcvm
in the Akhirah. When the Day of Judgment is established and they are
mﬂck:wd,ﬁ:cyvdﬂassmﬂmhludbm-mlyamﬂmmagothﬂthcydied
mdhawbmmmm:ndahnmhtﬂanﬂyﬂh:yﬁﬂswmthalhcymwdin
Bamkhonly&rawhﬂc,mdvdﬂuﬂﬂamdiﬁﬁjunasﬂryusndmdninﬂm
vmrld,}hwcvu;ﬂmwhnhadbemblmadm&ﬂlknwdedgemﬁdsmﬂd
based on faith will tell them that they indeed stayed in Barzakh for the term that
Allah had determined in the Guarded Tablet, as an interlude before the
establishment of the Day of Judgment. The Day had been established on its
ﬁgﬁﬁm;hﬂth:ixigumameh&ddqmwdﬂmnfmprdmﬁingthc“m:
issue

OnﬂwDayufRockmingmmm“iﬂbcacccptedﬁ'nml.hcinﬁd:ls,nnrwill
they be given the opportunity to present one. Rather, the opportunity to repent
and embrace Islam is in this world only. It is here that the Qurin offers
similitudes of all sorts for people to understand. Yet they demand different
miracles from the Holy Prophet™". Even if they were demonstrated, they
would say that he was not telling the truth and they were being beguiled. This is



because Allah has sealed their hearts in punishment for their ignorance and
denial. So O’ Prophet™*1 Be patient over this distress and persevere on
Allah’s obedience, as Allah’s Promise will certainly come true. O’ Reader!
Let no torture by the infidels or no mundane greed stumble you while treading
the right path.
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