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Salient Features

1. Revealed at Madinah.

y S The Second Largest Surah of the Quran.

3. Contains 20 Sections and 200 Ayat.



Section 1

In the name of Allah
The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

I.  Alif Lim Mim.

2 Allah! There is no [ldha but He
the Living, the Etemal.

3.  He revealed to you, the Book with
truth, confirming the earlier reve-
lations. And He sent down the To-
rah and the Bible.

4 Before this, as guidance to man-
kind. And He sent down the Cri-
terion. Surely for those who deny
Allah’s Ayat, is severe punish-
ment, and Allah is Almighty,
Able to Requite.

S. Indeed nothing in the earth or in
the heaven is hidden from Allah.

6. It is He, Who fashions you in the
wombs as He pleases. There is no
lilaha but He, the Almighty, the
Wise.

7. It is He, Who has sent down the
Book to you, containing Ayat that
are unambiguous, these are the es-
sence of the Book, as well as oth-
ers that are symbolic. Now those
whose hearts are perverse, go af-
ter that part which is symbolic,
seeking confusion and searching
for its interpretation. But none ex-
cept Allah knows its true mean-
ing. And those who are deeply
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rooted in knowledge say, “Webe-(o. = _ , G A T A
lieve in it. The whole of it is from tya&a-mﬁgm-aﬁﬁéémﬂﬂh

our Rabb.” And none except the cfeee ARt 2
men of understanding will heed. @ = bl;f‘ﬂ,ﬁﬁ_,

5. “O our Rabb! Let not our hearts
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9. “Our Rabb! Surely You will B B R R

gather mankind on a Day of @"L’i—"h—iﬁ @

which there is no doubl Indeed
Allah never fails to keep his

promise.”
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The Secrets of Revelation
Alif Lan Mim. Allah!... There is no llaha but He the Almighty, the Wise.

Suirah Al-Bagarah ended with the prayer for victory and sway over the non-
believers. This Siirah discusses the nature of dealings and interactions with
them, as if the same topic is being carried further.

To begin with, the difference between a believer and a non-believer is ex-
plained. Those believing in Unity and the Divine Attributes are the believers
and those who repudiate these are the non-believers, In other words, mankind
is divided into two groups of people in this world, namely the believers and
the non-believers. This division along ideological lines can also be termed as
two nations theory. The believers are essentially a single entity whereas disbe-
lief has further sub-divisions but basically all non-believers constitute a single
nanon.

Unity has been presented here as a declaration of Allah's Unity, that no one
besides Him has the right to be worshiped. 4lif-Lan-Min are the Isolated Let-
ters symbolizing some profound meanings known only to Allah and His
Prophet™". However, a devout follower with a strong spiritual connection
with the Holy Prophet™" may be blessed with knowledge directly from Allah,



and he may discern their meanings to a certain extenl. The meanings so per-
ceived will, however, not be practicable for others who will still have 10 be-
lieve these Letters to be known only to Allah and His Prophet™.

Next is the declaration of Divinity and Unity of Allah, which is supported by
the logical evidence that Allah is Himself Ever-Living and the Sustainer of
the entire universe. Nothing can survive without the support of His Omnipo-
tence. Worship i1s a demonstration of extreme humility and worthlessness,
which is only for the One Who is the Greatest and Most Perfect by all stan-
dards, and above all needs. A creation, which is dependent for its own sur-
vival, whether, an idol or an angel, a lofty mountain or a river, a saint or a
Prophet™ can never deserve to be worshipped. Worship is only for the One
Who has always been and shall always be, and that is none save Allah.

This fundamental evidence is supported by a secondary argument. Unity 1s not
only revealed in the Qurin or by the Holy Prophet™" but has been elementary
in all the preceding Scriptures. All the Prophets™ and Messengers™ of Allah
invited mankind to believe in the same reality. The Message brought by the
first human being and Allah’s Prophet Adam™ was La Ilaha 11l Allah, (there
is no pod but Allah). Centuries later, the same reality was reasserted by
Prophet Nith™, and after a wide stretch of time, by Prophet Ibrahim™. His son
Prophet Isma‘il™ carried the same Message. The same call was given by
Prophets™ Miisa™ and Hariin™ as well as Prophet ‘Isa™. Finally the Holy
Prophet™* is conveying the ancient Message of Unity and there is nothing
new about it. Indeed, the declaration of Allah’s Unity and Divinity by more or
less a hundred and twenty four thousand chosen personages spread over a long
period of time, in different dialects and eras, is itself a proof of the authenticity
of the Message. Its credibility gets further reinforced and strengthened when
the characters of these noble souls are taken into account. They were not only
paragons of morality themselves, but also educated mankind about ethical
standards. They were righteous, truthful and trustworthy. The lives of these
exalted souls were pure, absolutely free of any evil. They lived centuries apart
from each other so by any worldly means or resources it was impossible that
they could have communicated Message from one to another. Certainly they
all received the Revelation being Allah's Messengers™ and were told by Al-
lah to spread the word of Unity. Finally the raising of Prophet Muhammad ™™
enlightened the entire universe with this truth. In the face of all the logical and
traditional evidence available, anyone who rejects Unity or any Attribute of
Allah, or worships anyone other than Him, is certainly a non-believer. And it
is obvious that by rejecting the evidence, the non-believer is-inviting a tor-
menting doom as Allah prevails over everything and is quick at reprisals,



Besides, among His Attributes is the quality that nothing in the heavens and
the earth can escape His vigilance and grasp. He is so absolutely Powerful that
He fashions a baby, as He pleases, in its mother’s womb. It will be a boy or a
girl, fair or dark, beautiful or ugly, He decides Alone. The mother bearing the
baby is not aware of what is developing inside her womb, but Allah is fully
aware of everything, as He Himself is the Maker. Thus it is impossible to hide
anything from the Almighty, or to evade His sphere of control. In other words,
a non-believer cannot escape under any circumstances. Allah, Who is the
Creator, the Provider and the Sustainer, both here and in Akhirah, deserves to
be worshipped. It must be clearly understood that there is no god except Him,
He prevails over everything and is the Wise.

It is He Who has sent ... and none except the men of understanding will heed

It is Allah Who revealed unto His bondsman the Qurin with some firmly con-
structed Ayt that are unambiguous and free from all obscurity. A person who
is familiar with the language will have no difficulty or confusion in under-
standing the obvious meanings of the word or in their interpretation. Take for
example; “Say you: come, I shall recite what your Rabb has forbidden to
you...” 6:151, or other such Ayat: As one ponders over them, the meaning and
the propriety is easily understood.

Washing of Feet

As an example, Tafsir-e-Mazhari has cited the Ayah referring to the washing
of the feet in ablution: O you who believe! When you stand up for Salat, wash
your faces and your hands up to the elbows and wipe your heads and wash
your feet up to the ankles." (7:6) "Wash your feet up to the ankles,’ clearly
states the extent to which feet must be washed. The word 'feet’ is, grammati-
cally coupled with 'face’ and "hands’ and not with 'heads’. If it is read in con-
junction with ‘heads’, it would mean to wipe the heads to the ankles’, which
will be a totally wrong interpretation. The Shiite scholars claim that K'ab
stands for the raised upper part of the foot, so both the feet must be wiped up
to the risen part. But this meaning of K*ab is against the obvious usage, By
consensus, the meaning of K'ab is ankle, and since there are two ankles in a
foot, therefore, the ankles would be the extent of washing and not wiping the
feet.

In short, firmly constructed Ayit are those whose meanings are clear and defi-
nite. These Aydt provide the basis for all teachings. There are other Ayat,
which are symbolic. Unless explained by the Holy Prophet™", no linguist can
have an access to the real intent of these no matter how serious his thought
might be.



The Ayit, which have been directly explained by the Holy Prophet™", are
tlermed as Mujammil (abridged) such as those relating to Salat, Zakat, Hajj,
and usury. And those Ayat that have not been so explained are called Muta-
shabihit (symbolic). These pertain to matters not directly related to practice
such as the Isolated Letters Alif-Lam-Mim or, for example, the Ayah “The Be-
neficent established on the Throne”. To believe in these is mandatory because
they are true. The understanding of such symbolic Ayit is, however, given to
people of cognition through intuition or by Divine teachings, like Prophet
Adam™ was blessed with the knowledge of all names. But it must be remem-
bered that gleaning from the Prophetic knowledge is impossible without spiri-
tual manifestations. It happens occasionally; when words and speech fail!
Therefore, it is an impossible task for the common man. The right course of
action regarding the interpretation of these symbolic Ayat is to check them
against the clearly constructed ones. Where there is a conflict, the perceived
interpretation must be rejected outrightly leaving no room for any argument.
For example, the Quran categorically declaics with regard to Prophet ‘Isa™*;
He was no more than a man whom We favoured 43:59; ‘Isa™ is like Adam™
in the sight of Allah, He created him (Adam™) from dust. 3:59.

Now if from the Mutashabihdt like Kalimatu Allah (Allah's Word) and Riih
Minhu (spirit from Him) anyone tries to prove that Prophet ‘Isa™ is a partner
in Divinity or is Allah’s son, he will be totally wrong. These Ayat were re-
vealed 10 the Holy Prophet™" when a delegation from the Christians colony of
Najrin waited on him. The Holy Prophet™" proved that the belief in trinity
was false. Thoroughly confounded, they asked the Holy Prophet™" "Don't you
call Prophet ‘Isa™ as Kalimatu Allah (Allah’s word)." He replied: "Undoubt-
edly”; Well then it proves his Divinity," they added. The Holy Prophet™ told
them that the people who have perverted hearts and are devoid of pious nature
pursue the Mutashabihat and interpret them according to their own vain de-
sires.

Letters and Numerals

The commentators quote an incident that the Jews tried to calculate the life
span of the Muslim Ummah by the numerical values of the Letters. The Jew-
ish scholars, Hayye ibn Akhtab and K*ab bin Ashraf etc called on the Holy
Prophet™* and said: “We have come to know that Alif-L@n-Mim has been re-
vealed to you.” The Holy Prophet™™ replied in the affirmative. They said "We
take this as the life expectancy of your Ummabh, as its numerical value is 71.
Are there any more revelations of this kind?" The Holy Prophet™" replied,
“Yes. Alif-Lam-Min Sad.” Hayye calculated it as 161 years and asked: Are
there any more?” The Holy Prophet™" replied: Yes Alif-Lan-Ra. They again



calculated and said that it came out to be 231 years, and inquired if there were
any more of such Letters. The Holy Prophet™" replied in the affirmative and
told them more Letters: Alif~-Lan-Mm-Ra Hayvye said that the value now be-
came 371 years and in a state of confusion added that they did not believe in
such things. It is a common practice with the Shiites today to rely upon the
Letters and their numerical values. Some heretics copy the same. This practice
1s nothing but ignorance and a replica of Jewish traditions carried on only by
those with perverted hearts in order to beguile people. Their aim is to distort
beliefs in different ways through Jews who launched it with the intentions of
harming Islam. Thus the sects Maruriah, M*utazilah and Rafidhi came into ex-
istence. Often ignorant people and lately heretics indulge in such interpreta-
tions to their own detriment, whereas Allah only knows the real meaning of
these Isolated Letters. Unless He Himself decides to inform someone, no are
can dare know. It does not, however, mean that even the Holy Prophet™" did
not know, because Allah declares in the Quran: "It is for Us to explain it and
make it clear.” (75:19). In the light of this Ayah, no part of Qurin could possi-
bly have been left unexplained to the Holy Prophet™*.

In short, no one merely relying on linguistic skills tan gain any access to the
secrets of these Isolated Letters unless and until Allah reveals Himself. It also
indicates that not only the Holy Prophet™" himself, but also his devout fol-
lowers get their share of Prophetic beneficence. The most chosen ones are
blessed with this knowledge directly from His Presence (‘Iim-e Ladduni). To
acquire such knowledge 1s possible only through an unexplainable association
with the Being or His Attributes, outside the pale of human effort and striving.
And those firmly grounded in knowledge say that the entire Qurén is from Al-
lah and we believe in it. According to the commentators this refers to the Ahl-
e-Sunnah, who accept the interpretations endorsed by the Companions ™, the
pious precursors and the consensus of Ummah. These people rely entirely
upon the Mubkamat as the main axis and acknowledge their lack of knowl-
edge regarding the Mutashabihat, leaving them to Allah. Indeed only those are
guided who have a sound mind and a pure nature and who do not make false
claims to knowledge, because such an attitude is arch ignorance.

“O our Rabb! ... Indeed Allah never fails to keep His promise. ™

Those who cherish guidance as Allah’s Blessing and always seek His Protec-
tion saying: "O Allah! Cause not our hearts to stray after You have guided us
and blessed us with the Book and the capability to believe in both Muhkamat
and Mutashabihat. In short guidance depends upon the well being of the heart
and only those actions are rewarded which are performed with utmost sincer-
ity.



To safeguard Din. it is imperative to pay attention to the purification of one's
heart. It is heart breaking to see this important aspect being ignored today. Nei-
ther do we see reformers with illuminated hearts, nor eamest seekers of this
wealth. It appears as 1f this market has run out of business and all those once
actively involved in it have departed, leaving behind a world inhabited by wild
beasts roaming in human garb.

Yet it must be remembered that the world would never be without people
having enlightened hearts, because that would mark its end. According to the
Holy Prophet™*, the Qiyamah will befall when there will be no one saying
Allah, Allah, that is, there will be none whose heart is engaged in Allah’s
Zikr, Pronouncing Allah’s Name orally carries no value unless endorsed by
the heart, nor does it avert Allah’s Wrath. Therefore, it is indispensable to
search for people with purified hearts, as their company is life-giving. So the
righteous always pray to Allah for His Mercy. This Mercy is not mere
affluence and riches, but the company of the Aulia, where Allah's Blessings
descend, and are dissipated. It also denotes steadfastness in Din. Only the
company of His fnends is the source of His Mercy.

Allah is the Greatest Bestower and will surely summon everyone before Him
on the Day of Resurrection. And it is also absolutely sure that He never breaks
His Word. Whereas it does not befit His Grace not to honour a promise of re-
ward, the non-conformists (M‘utazilah) believe that the promise of retribution
will also be kept. However, besides faithlessness and polytheism, which He
has vowed not to forgive, no sin is grave enough for His Mercy. Just as pun-
ishment is conditional to lack of repentance, so it is to absence of mercy and
forgiveness. Therefore, if He forgives out of Mercy, it shall certainly not be a
breach of promise.

Section 2
10.  Surely, those who disbelieve, nei-| 2475 -222 ~. 2 {255~ 305
ther their riches nor their offspring| ¥ __*-:f‘:'-”-’ AT
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so Allah seized them for their




12.

13.

14,

13.

16.

sins. And Allah is severe in pun-

ishment.

Tell those who disbelieve, “You
shall soon be overcome and gath-
ered unto Hell, an evil abode!”
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the two armies that met (in the_):.m:\...;* -fﬁhééﬁﬁﬂﬁnﬂ

battle of Badar); one fighting in
the Cause of Allah and the other
denying Him, seeing with their
own eyes twice as many as they
(the Muslims). And Allah
His succour. Certainly, in this is a
lesson for all who have eyes to
see.

Alluring to mankind is the love of

enjoyable things; women, and
children. and hoarded treasures of
gold and silver, and horses of high
mark, and cattle, and well-tilled

lands. All that 1s the enjoyment of’

this worldly life; and with Allak
i1s the best resort.

Say, “Shall | tell you of things far
better than these? For those who
have Taqwa, there are, Paradise
with their Rabb, beneath which
streams flow. Therein is their eter-
nal abode, with wives pure and

Allah’s good will.” And Allah is

the Beholder of His servants.

Those who. say, "Our Rabb! We
have indeed believed, so forgive
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17.

18.

19.

20.

our sins and save us from the tor-
ment of the Fire.”

The patient and the truthful, and
the devout, and the alms-givers (in
the way of Allah), and those who
pray for forgiveness in the early
hours of the moming.

Allah (Himself) gives Shahadah
that there is no Hlaha but Him and
the angels and the knowing people
who adhere to justice (also are
witnesses). There 1s no llaha save
Him, the Almighty, the Wise.

Indeed the Din with Allah is Is-
lam, and those who were given
the Book disputed among them-
selves only after knowledge had
come to them, And he who denies
the Avat of Allah, surely Allah is

Swift in calling to account.

So if (O Prophet) they contend
with you, say, “1 have surrendered
my whole self to Allah and also
he who follows me™ And ask
those who have been given the
Book and the illiterates if they too
accept Islam. Then if they accept,
they are on the right path, but if
they tum away, your duty is only
to convey the Message. And Al-
lah is the Beholder of His ser-
vants.
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The Secrets of Revelation
Surely, thase who disbelieve, ... and gathered wnto Hell. an evil abode! "

Undoubtedly the wealth and progeny of those who disbelieve shall be of no
avail to them before Allah. If they have assumed that their affluence is a proof
of Allah’s Pleasure, they are certainly mistaken' This is a system designed by
Allah, which is running at its own pace. Yet the proof of Allah’s Pleasure is
Din. If they do not accept Allah’s Din, then regardless of whether they have
riches or children, they shall be condemned to Hell. Those who disbelieve re-
semble the Pharaohs’ folk and all the preceding non-believers in their attitude,
who rejected the truth only out of their lust of wealth and power. Allah pun-
ished them for their denial and sins. Verily Allah’s Punishment is extremely
severe.

O Prophet! Inform the non-believers that soon they would be overpowered and
driven to Hell. They will not be able to escape Allah’s grip. Here they would
be vanquished by the Muslims and in the Akhirah condemned to Hell, which
is indeed a terrible abode. According to the commentators, after the victory of
Badar the Jews commented that the Muslims had won only due to the inexpe-
rience of the Makkan Army, but if they ever came across a battle hardened
people like the Jews, they would know their worth!

This led to the revelations predicting the defeat of the Jews, which proved to
be true word for word. The Bani Quraizah were put to sword and Bani Nadhir
exiled Besides, the conquest of Khyber came as an utter surprise to the Jews,
who never imagined that a handful of Muslims would humble such a great
power. And the world witnessed that the series of triumphs did not end here.
Though this Ayah was revealed at a particular occasion, vet the applicability
of its content is general. Who could have imagined that a few earnest souls
who had been forced to migrate from Makkah in a state of helplessness and
misery would stage a comeback as the conquerors in a few years? And the
Makkans would lower their heads conceding defeat! Or that a few faithful ser-
vants of the Holy Prophet™" would rise from the desert and shock the world
by humbling the then superpowers of Rome and Persia. That they would
spread the true faith like a gust of moming breeze, rejuvenating the world with
the fragrance of Prophet Muhammad™"; that the sprawling deserts would
shrink beneath their feet, the mountains would fail 1o deter them and the
oceans would serve them as pavements. But it did happen and is deeply in-
scribed in golden words in the folds of history!



Today, if we analyse our condition against the above backdrop, it is in sharp
contrast, as we never hear any good news from any Muslim country around
the globe! From Eritrea to Palestine, Muslim blood is flowing in streams.
They are strangled by the horrifving jaws of the demon of disbelief, forcing us
to wonder what happened to the Divine Promises?

Mu‘arif al Quran has the view that here the Divine Promise does not extend 10
the non-believers of all times but is confined 1o the Jews and polytheists of the
Holy Prophet™"’s era.

Maulana Thanvi in his Baydn al-Qurin corroborates this view and adds that it
shall be applicable to the non-believers of the Holy Prophet™*’s era in this
world and to all in the Akhirah. But if we look carefully, not only can we see
this promise being fulfilled during the era of Khilafat-e Rashidah but also until
centuries later. Whether it was the strike of Salah ud Din Ayiibi or the lighten-
ing raids of Mahmiid Ghaznavi, the same Divine Promise appears to be work-
ing. Even today a few untrained, illclad and ill-armed barefooted soldiers by
Divine help, are inflicting a crushing defeat upon the mighty super power of
present time in the mountain passes of Afghanistan. (The USSR has disinte-
grated after this writing, the Afghan War being the major cause) In this case
too, there is no comparison in the material strength of the adversaries. The
only thing is that the bosoms of these nomads are enlightened with faith.
These fundamentalists call out the Azin amidst bombardments and offer Salat
m congregation. Their faces are adorned with Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™*
and their hearts over flow with his love.

This is an ample proof that the Divine Succour is still there, it is only the Mus-
lim who has deviated from the path and is heading towards infidelity and ob-
scenity in quest of so-called progress. The Muslim whose year begins with
Muharram, the month of supreme sacrifice, and ends with the enthusiasm of
Zil Hajj, today bids farewell to the passing year and welcomes the new year of
the Christian calendar by drinking and revelling in the night clubs. At the same
time he expects to be showered the Divine Blessings and Grace promised to
the Muslims alone. If we wish to remove the darkness of disbelief, and
enlighten the world with the radiance of Din, we have to turn to our point of
origin. May Allah bless us with the courage to do so!

Indeed there was sign for vou ... a lesson for all who have eves to see

The Battle of Badar is mentioned as an example and evidence of the promised
support. It was a battle, in which the two sides had no comparison in terms of
strength and resources. The Makkans were 950 in number, all veterans, with



- 700 camels, 100 horses and ample supply of armaments and food. On the
other side were 313 ready-to-die Muslims including children and the elderly,
of whom 70 were the Muhajirin and the rest Ansar. They had seventy camels,
two horses, eight swords and six armours only. 3

This was the first battle fought against disbelief under the direct command of
the Holy Prophet™, in Ramadhan of 2* Hijrah. Miisa bin ‘Umair was the
standard bearer from the Muhijirin and S*ad Bin ‘Ibadah from the Ansar. The
Holy Prophet™" made the flag for the entire contingent from the shawl of his
beloved wife ‘A’ishah Siddiqah which was carmried by Hadhrat ‘Ali. In other
words, not only did the Holy Prophet™" offer his own and his Companions ™
lives, left his home and city, but also put to stake his honour, imploring Allah
that if He let that flag fall, it would be trampled under the feet of'the non-
believers!

The Flag at Badar

It was then upto Allah to uphold that flag symbolizing the honour of His
Prophet™*. History repeated itself at Khyber when the fighting prolonged well
over a month and the supply of food and armament began to run out. Most of
the swords had broken and the Companions™" would pick the arrows shot at
them by the Jews and shoot them back. The Muslims were only fifieen hun-
dred in number against the ten thousand JewssMoreover, at the rear of Muslim
army, the tribe of Banu Ghatfan was located, who had an army of five hun-
dred. They had a treaty with the Jews, but were vet scared to intervene.

Under the circumstances, the Holy Prophet™" once again made a flag out of
the shawl of Um-ul believers ‘A’ishah Siddigah and gave it to Hadhrat *Ali to
carry. By the Grace of Allah, all the forts of Khyber fell to the Muslims in one
onslaught, one after the other.

The sun saw this same flag for the third time when the Holy Prophet™* en-
tered Makkah as the conqueror. The flag was carried by Hadhrat * Ali, and this
was probably a gesture of gratitude, as Allah had always upheld the honour of
this flag. The repeated appointment of Hadhrat * Ali as the bearer was possibly
due to the fact that he was not only the son-in-law, but had actually been raised
as a son in Prophet’s house, and it is the right of a son to hold the shaw! of his
mother. (Allah knows best)!

The fact of the matter was thac at Badar, a smaller group, lesser in number and
provisions was fighting for the Cause of Allah, against the larger and better-
equipped contingent, comprising the non-believers.



Both the groups saw one another to be twice their own number. And they saw
it with open eyes. In other words it would mean that the non-believers who
were in reality three times the size of the Muslims appeared only double while
the Muslims appeared to be a much larger group than they actually were. The
Ayih of Siirah Anfil, “lessened you in their eyes”, pertains to the commence-
ment of the battle, whereby the Muslims appeared to be very few to the non-
believers who were encouraged to plunge into fighting. But once the fighting
began, they saw that the Muslims were twice their numbers, which demoral-
ized them.

These were the varying states experienced by the two opponents at different
times. Besides, Allah provides the means for every task and it is not proper to
give up the means. Allah helps whosoever He pleases and reinforces by His
succour, See how a few empty handed Muslims, with His help, inflicted a hu-
miliating defeat upon a well-equipped army whose selected warriors were ei-
ther slain or taken prisoners! There is a great lesson for people of vision in this
clash and an outstanding evidence of the authenticity of the prophecies of the
Holy Prophet™"*.

Alluring to mankind is the love ... and with ALLAH is the best resort.

The discussion now tumns to the mankind's love for the pleasures of this world.
The term Hidb ash-Shahawat means the love for camal desires, which neces-
sarily is the animal instinct. In other words people follow these instincts just
like animals and get so much absorbed in pursuit of such pleasures that they
completely forget Allah and His obedience. It must be remembered that Allah
Himself is the originator of all things of beauty and pleasure, and the desire to
seek these is also created by Him. Therefore, this desire cannot be eliminated
from the heart completely.

Yet when the physical love for these pleasures stands in conflict with the ra-
tional love of Allah, His Prophet™* and the Akhirah, the former must be
given up while the latter must prevail. This indeed is the trial for man. The
same worldly things can be a source of blessing in both the worlds, if right-
fully sought and enjoyed. Functioning within the limits of Allah with regard to
these pleasures is the characteristic, which elevates a human being above an-
gels. But if in the pursuit of these pleasures, or for the love of fame or power
man disobeys Allah, then these would prove to be a major source of his devas-
tation.

Allah informs mankind that the love of women, children, heaps of gold and
silver, cattle and thoroughbred horses is a source of great attraction but these



are all transitory and mortal. The origin of all worldly things is nothingness
meaning thereby that all possibilities of the world were in reality non-existent.
They were originally not there, and then they happened and their own exis-
tence is reflective and their reality is nothingness. Therefore, everything is
moving towards mortality. All matters pertaining to existence are in the
Knowledge of Allah. Originally nonexistent, everything makes its appearance
as a reflection of the Splendour of Divine Attributes. Their existence is reflec-
tory, which people mistake for real, and things with no reality have neither ex-
cellence nor beauty. Yes! The pleasures of the Akhirah are worth desiring! Be-
cause the ongin of their establishment and certainty are the Divine Attributes,
which would be demonstrated in the Akhirah in the form of His Generosity or
Wrath and since the Attributes are boundless the punishments as well as the
rewards in the Akhirah would also be eternal.

Allah declares that with Him is an exquisite residence in the Akhirah. Any
worldly thing that assists in the attainment of success in the Akhirah should be
desired. The love for the Holy Prophet™**, the Companions™" and the Aulia is
in fact the love for the Akhirah, which in tumn is the love for Allah. The incli-
nation towards the blessings of Akhirah is in fact the affinity towards Allah.

Say, “Shall I tell you ... And Allah is the Beholder of His servants.

The Holy Prophet™" is instructed to inform the people of the rewards far su-
perior to the ephemeral pleasures mentioned before. These, of course, will be
for the Muttagin who are in constant pursuit of Allah’s Pleasure and have the
courage to sacrifice temporal desires over His Will and Purpose. For them
await eternal gardens with streams flowing undemeath and an everlasting
bliss. Once admitted they shall never be expelled and will dwell therein for-
ever. There they shall be blessed with pure wives, free from physical and
moral impurity. This is true for all women who shall qualify for admission into
Paradise as well as those especially created there for the purpose.

Above all, the greatest of all rewards enjoyed by the residents of Paradise will
be Allah’s Pleasure. The kindred of the believers who qualify for Paradise will
live together with them and enjoy an endless bliss, The joys of Paradise are
described in so much detail in the sayings of the Holy Prophet®*, that one
feels like experiencing them immediately.

Allah Himself is over looking His servants and knows what each one of them
is striving for. He is well aware of those who say: Our Allah! Lo! We believe
and have kicked away disb. .ef. So forgive us our sins and guard us from the



punishment of the Fire. It is thus clear that 1t is only faith that establishes the
nght for redemption.

Qualities of the Aulia

The steadfast are those who are stable in opposition to their soul, which means
that they restrain themselves from evil desires and engage in Allah’s obedi-
ence These are the qualities of the Aulia and must be looked for in a pérson
who is taken as a guide or a spiritual leader An oath of allegiance with a
wrongdoer is altogether prohibited. The second quality of the Aulia is thay
they are truthful in all their claims, conduct and reports. Besides they are firm
on the dictates of the greatest of all truths, r.e. Kalimah-¢- Jayyebah and wor-
ship Allah in the light of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™™. Kalimah-e-
Tayvebah 15 a declaration that there 1s no Haha save Allah and Mubammad is
His Prophet. It 1s a solenn pledge that thare 1s no one worthy of worship ex-
cept Allah and that we shall worship Him 1n accordance with and in the light
of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™". The Aulia always seek the Pleasure of
Allah and are ever willing to spend all their resources in His Cause, be it the
efforts, the energy or the wealth. And then inspite of all their devotions, they
wake up at dawn and beg for His Forgiveness in these words: “O Allah it is
You, Who has granted us the strength 1o worship and to do good. The knowl-
edge thereof is also given by You. Do accept our insignificant efforts by Your
Generosity and Grace." Dawn is the special time of Divine Acceptance of
prayers, which pulls a person out of the warm bed. The qualities of the Aulia
have been explained to facilitate identification by the seekers. It is better to
avoid an association where these are missing.

Allah (Himself) gives Shahadah .. Allah s Swift in calling to account.

His Being and His Attributes and all that is manifested and created bear wit-
ness to His Uity Allah Himself is witness to the fact that no one else is wor-
thy of worship save Him. The exalted angels endorse His Unity by their obe-
dience, and glorification.

What is Islam?

The men of know ledge across the ages have also testified the Unity of Allah
The term “men of knowledge” refers to those who are able to comprehend the
reality of Allah’s Unity through His Messengers ™ or by contemplation of the
universe. They may not necessarily be formal scholars, because those who fail
1o recognise Allah are ignorant by His standards even if they are masters of all
the faculties of arts and sciences. As the greatest of all realities is the Being of
Allah, the one ignorant of it can never be termed as a scholar. So all men of



knowledge endorse the facts that Allah Alone is worthy of worship, He pre-
vails over everything and is the Wisest.

It is an established fact that Islam is the only Din of His choosing Islam
means surrendering one’s self 1o Allah and His willing obedience. Every
Prophet™ brought His Message to mankind, and Islam is the name of estab-
lishing a relationship with each one of them through faith and obedience. This
is why Prophets Niih, Ibrihim and “Isa™ proclaimed to be Muslims in their
own times. In other words the Message conveyed by every Prophet™ was [s-
lam and thus acceptable to Allah. And at the end, the Message conveyed by
the last Prophet™" was also named Islim, which shall remain valid until the
Yaum-al-Qiyamah.

All the other Prophets™ also unanimously believed in the Unity of Allah, the
Prophethood, Akhirah, Paradise and Hell, the Reckoning and the Angels. The
only difference was in the modes of worship, which varied through time with
every Prophet bringing a new Shari‘ah. Whatever injunctions were annulled in
the course of time no longer remained a part of Islam. Now the Shari‘ah
brought by the Holy Prophet™" is Islam which replaces all the previous ones
and, therefore, following any of them can no longer be termed as Islam.

After the raising of the Holy Prophet™" only the Qurdn and his teachings con-
stitute Islam. It proves that all those who compromise with disbelief in the
name of tolerance are indeed atheists. The point of view that every religion,
whether Christianity, Judaism or idolatry, given the noble practices and high
morals can be a source of salvation, is nothing but a deadly attack on Islam
and eflonts 1o propagate atheism. The matter is very clear and simple! There is
no one to be worshipped and obeyed save Allah, and how it is to be done must
be learnt from the Holy Prophet™*. Any one failing to do so is a non-believer
and even if he does anything geod, it will not benefit him in the Akhirah as he
neither did it for Allah nor did he leamn it from the Holy Prophet™*. Now if
the People of the Book deny the Holy Prophet™* and the Message, it will only
be a rebellion, because the same facts are written in their own Books, which
endorse all that the believers claim. Only the hunger for wealth and power, and
malice against the Muslims has led them to a conflict against Islam.

Anyone denying the Ayat of Allah shall soon be reckoned with, for He is
swift at reckoning. Immediately after déath and entry into Barzakh the ques-
tioning shall begin and the reality of all conflicts shall be exposed on the Day
of Judgement. And if after such clear proofs and evidences, they persist in
their argument then O’ Pro,.aet™" tell them that you are obedient to Allah
with every cell of your body and soul, and so are your followers. Now ‘O



People of the Book and polytheists! Can you do the same? If they submit, they
will be blessed with guidance and the straight path but if they fail, then tlm is
no middle course. Let them stray in disbelief. Your duty o Prophet™*

only to convey the Message. Now the matter is with Allah and He is cenainly
watching every one of them.

2L
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24,

26.

Section 3

Surely those who deny the Ayat
of Allah, and slay the Prophets
without nght, and slay those who
enjoin equity, convey to them the
good news of a torturous retribu-
tion.

It is they whose acts are wasted in| .
thiswoﬂdandinmeﬁklﬁmh,and
they shall have no helpers.

Have you not seen those given a
portion of the Book? They are
called to the Book of Allah to
judge between them. Then some
of them disdainfully tumn away.

This 1s because they say, “The
Fire will certainly not touch us but
for a limited number of days.™
And thus their inventions deceive
them in religion.

How will it be then when We
gather them on the Day about
which there is no doubt, and each
soul shall be repaid what it eamed
and they shall not be wronged?

Say, “O Allah, Sovereign of Do-
minion! You give power to whom
You will and You take away

power from whom You will. You
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27.

29.

exalt whom You will and You
abase whom You will. In Your
Hand is the good. Indeed You
have power over everything.

You enter night into day, and You
enter day into night, and You
bring out the living from the life-
less and You bring out the lifeless
from the living, and You provide
subsistence to whom You please,
without measure.”™

Let not the believers befniend the
norn-believers in preference 1o the
believers. And any one who does
that has no relationship with Al-
lah save that you guard yourself
against them, taking caution. And
Allah cautions you to be mindful
of Him, and to Allah is the last
retum.

Say, “Whether you conceal what|3.
is in your hearts or reveal it, Allah
knows it and He knows what is in
the heavens and what is in earth.
And Allah has power over every-

lhiﬂg_ L]

On the Day when every soul wiil
be confronted with whatever good
it has done, and whatever evil it
has done, it would wish that there
were an extensive gap between it
and that Day. And Allah wamns
you of Himself. And Allah is
Most Kind to His servants.
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The Secrets of Revelation
Surely those who deny the Ava . _and they shall not be wronged?

Sometimes the human nature 1S corrupted, and rots to such an extent that its
traces can be seen for generations to come. This was the case with the People
of the Book, contemporary to the Holy Prophet™*, who denied his
Prophethood. They were the descendants of those who ever assassinated their
own Prophets™ and all those who stood up for the right Cause and spoke the
truth. Allah bids the Holy Prophet™" to inform them of an agonizing retribu-
tion.

According to Hadith. the Bani Israil slew forty Prophets ™' at daybreak in their
lust for power and authority, knowing very well that they were doing it wrong-
fully. The term Beghair-e Hagq means that although to kill Prophets™ is al-
ways wrongful but in this case the assassins were also fully aware of the fact
that their action was totally wrong. To condemn this killing and uphold the
truth, one hundred and twenty men from the followers of the slain Prophets™
stood up; who were also done to death the same afier noon. Since the Jews
contemporary to the Holy Prophet™" are the successors 1o the killers and ap-
prove of their actions they will never accept the truth even afier recognizing it.
Such wrongdoers must be informed of a painful doom, 4s all their actions have
gone waste. They shall be disgraced here and punished in the Akhirah, with no
one 1o come to their rescue.

It 1s indeed amazing that the Jews, given a little knowledge of Torah, (they nei-
ther possessed nor believed in the whole of it), are called upon to the truth ac-
cording to their own Book containing the signs about the Holy Prophet™" and
his raising, or when they are invited to the truth according to the Quriin, a
group of them quietly slips out and disdainfully tums away from the verdict of
Allah’s Book. This is indicative of the same ancestral temperament whereby
their forefathers killed their Prophets™ in greed for power. These malefactors
mstead of following him had conspired to assassinate the Holy Prophet™".
The Muslims should never trust them. May Allah guide the Muslims to the
right Path and protect them from the machinations of the non-believers!

Just imagine as to what would be the condition of these people on that inevita-
ble Day when everyone shall be gathered before Allah for a judicious requital.
There will neither be any addition or deletion in the good or evil deeds, nor
will the rights of anyone be violated, as assumed by the non-believers.



Say. "0 Allah! Sovereign of Dominion...whom You please, without measure.

After the humiliating defeats at Badar and Uhad the polytheists as well as the
People of the Book were in a tumultuous state of mind. They were enraged
with jealousy as they monitored the developmient of an Islamic State right un-
der their very nose. They all drew up a plan and decided that the Jews, the
Christians and the polytheists of Arabia must assail Madinah jointly and wipe
out Islam and the Muslims forever. For this purpose, a mighty force was or-
ganized and dispatched to Madinah for a battle known as Ghazwah-e Khandag
or Battle of the Trench.

The Holy Prophet™", in consultation with the Companions™"*, ordered to dig
a trench around Madinah. An area of approx. 60 feet length was assigned to
every ten Companions™, with the same width and depth, so that no enemy
whether on foot or on a horse back could cross it. Although there was very lit-
tle time yet those die-hard spared no pains 10 accomplish their goal. They
could hardly spare time even for eating or attending to the call of nature. To
beat the hunger pangs, many of them, including the Holy Prophet™* himself,
tied stones over their abdomens and the task was completed within the speci-
fied time. When the digging was still in progress, a rock, inspite of all efforts,
would not break. The group assigned this particular section included Hadhrat
Salman Farsi, who had originally suggested the trench. Except him, the other
Companions™ suggested to overcome the problem giving a slight curve to
the trench in order to bypass the rock, without compromising its dctcn'mcccf
fect on the enemy.

Standard of Obedience to the Holy Prophet ™"

Hadhrat Salman said that although the proposal was valid yet the lay out of the
trench had been marked by the Holy Prophet™" himself and who would dare
deviate from it? No one had an answer. This is a lesson for the Muslim of to-
day who is heedless of Sunnah, acts according to his vain desires and sticks to
rituals and customs in violation of many a Sunnah.

Anyway, Hadhrat Salman Farsi took the matter to the Holy Prophet™" seeking
his orders, who personally arrived at the site and struck the rock with a pick-
axe. The entire city beamed with a light coming out of it and a section of the
rock fell apart. The Holy Prophet™* said that he had seen the palaces of Persia
in the said light. Similarly with the second blow, the Holy Prophet™" observed
the Red Palaces of the Romans and in the third strike, the rock shattered to
pieces and the Holy Prophet™" said that he had seen the palaces of Sin‘a, the
capital of Yemen, in the ensuing light. With every blow, the Holy Prophet™*
would loudly exclaim “Allah-o-Akbar!” (Allah is the Greatest), joined



promptly by the Companions™". This is the standard slogan of Islam, while
the rest are subsequent inventions.

The Holy Prophet™" informed the Companions™ that he had been told by
Angel Jibril that all the empires observed by him in the light would fall to his
Ummah, The hypocrites and the Jews jeered that the Muslims, forced to dig a
trench to avoid the impending destruction, are dreaming of conquering Persia,
Rome and Yemen!

This incident is quoted only to bring home the background of the revelation of
the Ayah and the prophecy of the Holy Prophet ™, while the topic under dis-
cussion was how the Jews had wrongfully killed their Prophets™ for state
power, and were now bent upon teasing the Holy Prophet™*. So Allah tells
the Holy Prophet™" to proclaim that He is the real Owner of Sovereignty. He
may grant state and authority to whoever He pleases and may take back as
much as He desires. He may bless whoever He may please with honour in this
life and in the Akhirah, and disgrace through punishment whoever He may
choose. All goodness is in His hands and He is the Omnipotent.

Here only the good is mentioned and not the evil though it is also in His
hands. In fact whatever comes from Allah is nothing but good. It may be
harmful for a certain nation, yet when viewed universally it ensures betterment
for many. In fact the word Khair, which means ‘good’ is associated with a Be-
ing, and the Real Being is only Allah, Who is all Khair. Existence of all other
things is like a shadow, a reflection of the Real Being. A characteristic flaw in
them is that they were once non-existent and some return to that state more
quickly than others. Anyway since the extinct gets its reflective existence from
the Real Being that is why this flaw of the former is also attributed to the Jat-
ter, while the truth is that with Allah is all that is Khair.

The prophecies of the Holy Prophet™" together with an account of the up-
heavals in the history of the nations have been mentioned as a waming for
those oblivious of the fate of the People of *Aad, Thamud and Prophet Niih,
that they must not assume that power and material resources are the only de-
ciding factor. It must be well understood that Allah is the Mightiest. He can
tumn the tables in a second!

Behold the flourishing era of Caliph “Umar Faroog; when the empires foretold
by the Holy Prophet™™ came under the sway of his devoted followers. Woe be
unto those who criticise Caliph ‘Umar, at whose hands Allah fulfilled the
prophecies of His Prophet™", and this attitude not only undermines the great-
ness of Caliph *Umar but also hurts the evidence and validity of the



Prophethood. May Allah protect us from it! The worst part is that these critics
deem themselves to be Muslims and all the rest to be non-believers. Such in-
tellect and wisdom ought to be mourned.

Allab is the Mighty, who controls the transition of days into nights and nights
inte days. It implies that He has a complete sway over the heavenly bodies and
the celestial world. He can alter the duration of days and nights at will. So
where do the worldly empires stand when the sun and the moon execute the
Divine Commands? The spiritual world is within His Supreme Control, as He
brings forth the living from the dead and the dead from the living. He creates
human beings from ova, a sapling from a seed and places a believer in a fam-
ily of non-believers, like Prophet Ibrahim™ in the family of Azar. In other
words, His sovereignty encompasses the entire universe including the elemen-
tal forces, the empires and Kingdoms, the celestial world and the spiritual
realm. His Supreme Rule is perpetual; He may bless anyone as much as it may
please Him

The recitation of the above Ayah together with Ayah al Kursi (254:2) after
each obligatory Salat is highly meritorious.

Let not the believers .. Allah is Most Kind to His servants

Now the topic diverts to the extent of relationship permissible between a Mus-
lim and a non-believer. The Muslims are not allowed to develop cordial
friendship or love with the non-believers let alone that they should become
relatives! For a believer the friendship of only a fellow believer is appropriate,

Relationship with non-believer

A friend of the non-believers shall be deprived of the friendship of the believ-
ers. Moreover their friendship is repugnant by itself; no matter in what form it
is; a kinship, or friendship, or seeking their assistance in religious affairs or Ji-
had is not permissible. It is prohibited to take donations from enemies of the
Companions ™ and spend it on fixing fans in the mosques. Any one maintain-
ing friendship with non-believers has nothing to do with the Divine friendship.

Just as the friendship with non-believers cannot mix with the love for believ-
ers, it cannot be blended with the love for Allah. However, if the Muslims
suspect some mischief from the non-believers it is permissible to take meas-
ures to ward it off but only to that extent. It does not mean that Muslims
should follow them compromising in worships, mutual dealings and matters of
daily life. This uproots Tagiyyah altogether



Relationships can have various categories: firsily, a deep fnendship, love and
kinship, which is exclusively for the believers It is 1otally and absolutely for-
hidden to establish such terms with any non-believer, Secondly, well wishing
and sympathy on the basis of humanity, this is only forbidden with those non-
believers who are at war with the Muslims but can be extended to all the rest.
The third category is of courtesy and amiable behaviour. This is 10 be ex-
tended 1o all non-believers without, strengthening their ungodly religion in any
way. If it does aid them then it is also not permitied. This is exactly what the
Ayah “save that you guard yourselves against them, taking caution” means.
Courtesy and hospitality is permissible within limits, not to the extent of join-
ing them in eating what is prohibited or in sin. Neither is it allowed to join
them in their religious rituals or to disclose the secrets of Muslims to them All
this is strictly forbidden, and this incidentally also negates and forbids Taquy-
yah. The promoters of Tagiyyah themselves narrate how Caliph “Ali followed
in the footsteps of the three preceding Caliphs in terms of beliefs, mutual deal-
ings, worships and relations, to the extent of marrying his daughter to Caliph
‘Uimar Farfiq, and that even after himself becoming a Caliph he did not deviate
from the wavs of the preceding Caliphs at all. But they claim it was done out
of Taqivyah. What an enormity!

The fourth category of interaction is mutual dealings such as trading, employ-
ment, labour or industry. All these can be carried out with the non-believers
provided it does not jeopardise the interests of Muslims. The era of the Holy
Prophet** and that of the four Caliphs is exemplary in matters of dealings be-
tween the Muslims and the non-believers.

In nutshell, intimate friendship with the non-believer is strictly forbidden.
However, business terms and courtesy is permitted as long as it brings no harm
to Muslims. Otherwise, friendship with the non-believers invokes Allah’s
Wrath, which is indeed very severe. And Allah warns the believers against it
and at the same time reminds that evervone has to ultimately return 10 Him.
All matters pertaining to human life whether affairs of the State or politics,
mutual dealings or the social system, are hasically for the attainment of eternal
bliss and Allah’s Pleasure. The entire life of a believer revolves around this
goal, whereas a non-believer is the greatest antagonist of this goal. How then
can the two be friends?

A believer's friendship and enmity is for Allah as reported in Hadith: “Who-
ever loves or hates for the sake of Allah is indeed perfect in his [aith.”

And nothing can escape Allah’s notice whether concealed within the heart or
manifested. He is fully Aware of everything in the universe. When everything



has been created by virtue of His Omnipotence, how can it evade His vigi-
lance? His Supreme Control prevails and His Knowledge is multi dimensional
and universal. How foolish then it is to disobey Him and make friends with
the non-believers?

There certainly will be a Day when everyone shall personally witness his good
and bad deeds, and will wistfully desire to be poles apart from his wrongdo-
ing! Therefore, beware O believers against any act of love for the non-
believers in your conduct sheet on the Day of Reckoning, which vou will not
like and will try in vain to get rid of?

According to Hadith: *You will be with those whom you love!™ So be heedful
of that Day and remember His torments. He is indeed very kind to mankind by
informing them before hand of the causes leading to destruction so that they
may avert His Punishment and exert to attain His Pleasure.

Section 4

31_ Sa}' {0 Pl‘ophﬂ},, ..If }"D'u l'ﬂw . = :.'.;:J:.i;# .!_...j}‘ -
Allah, then follow me, Allah "dlﬁ.'-;'-;g};;‘ ﬂ‘ﬂrﬂ“;‘gdw
shall love you and forgive you 2  TWATsie LA ote wcs
your sins; for Allah is Forgiving, @ Py M S
Merciful.”

32.  Say, “Obey Allah and the Mes- sr8ry Cr. oM 2o sirgr gae.3; KW
senger,” then if they tum away, h‘ﬂki?fbl'——-"f)‘: e bl o
indeed Allah doesnt love the P
non-believers. @*-&'g“ £y

33.  Allah did choose Adam, Niih, the| . . 4. rs2- . i uczes
family of Ibrahim and the family|  ~=U=i0 '3 &b pakatalil @
of “Imran over all worlds. @ s :Ir'ﬁﬁf: e

34. Some of them were descendents
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39.

50 accept it from me; surely You
Alone are the Hearer, the Knower.

When she gave birth, she said,
“My Rabb! Indeed | have borme a
female.™ And Allah knew best
what she had given birth 1o and
the male is not like the female,
“And surely, | have named her
Maryam, and | seck Your Protec-
tion for her and her progeny
against Satan, the accursed.”

Then her Rabb accepted her gra-
clously and caused her to grow up
in a fine way and placed her in the
care of Zakanya. Whenever Za-
kariya visited her in her chamber,
he found that she had provisions.
He asked, “O Maryam! Where
does this come to you from?” She
said, “From Allah: indeed Allah
grants subsistence to whom He
will, without measure.”

Al that ume Zakariya prayved 1o
his Rabb, “O my Rabb! Bestow
on me from Your Presence, right-

eous offspring. Surely You Alone
are the Hearer of prayer.”

While he stood praying in the
chamber, the angels called him,
“Allah gives you the good news
of Yahya, (who will) confirm the
Word from Allah, and (will be) a
leader, and chaste, and a Prophet
from the righteous.”

He said, “O my Rabb! How can |
have a son when old age has over-
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The Secrets of Revelation

Say (O Prophet), "If you love Allah, then follow me, ... indeed Allah doesn !
love the non-believers.

All the religions of the world profess that they do everything for the love of
Allah, and in seeking Him. This claim has been common across religions,
right from the People of the Book to the idolaters.

Love, Lover and the Beloved

Allah has laid down the proper way of attaining His love and loving Him.
Love is a state, a strong sentiment for some one, which thrives in the heart,
and so absorbs the lover in thoughts of the beloved that he cannot think of
anything else but the beloved. The result is that the lover forfeits his own likes
and dislikes in favour of those of his beloved. The zenith of love is that the
lover goes beyond the desire for rewards and the fear of punishment. It is only
natural that some expectations and apprehensions do accompany the passion
of love, but it is free of temptations for personal gains and comforts. This love
i1s for the person of the beloved. The attributive love is the one, which is de-
veloped after seeing a particular excellence in someone. and the basis of this is
not personal. If that quality or excellence is not there, this form of love will
not be there either.

It is, therefore, said that the one who seeks the world is a dog. The world is
like a carrion being mortal. The one who seeks the Paradise i1s a female, as he
worships for i1, and had it been possible to attain Paradise without worship, he



would have certainly given up. But the one who seeks Allah is truly a man.
The Holy Prophet™", who is to intercede for "¢ Ummah, used to stand in
worship before Allah for hours until his feet were swollen. The tears would
trickle down his face, soaking his beard and chest. He was asked why he wor-
shipped 5o profoundly whereas the whole Ummah counts on his intercession.
He replied: “Shouldn’t 1 become a grateful servant of Allah?” thereby imply-
ing that the real objective is Allah, and a dialogue with Him. The Holy
Prophet ™ said that whoever is sincere in his claim of loving Allah must
prove it by acting in accordance with His will. He must do what his Beloved
approves; and the choice of the Beloved is the obedience to His Prophet™",

The Holy Prophet™" declares: O People! If vou seek Allah then follow me.
And when you obey me Allah will love you. When Allah is making this
commitment, it implies fulfilment in the distant future, that His beloveds will
be looked after in every respect, and this is what Allah has promised to the
dwellers of Paradise. He would bless them with His Mercy, His Pleasure and
an eternal happiness, which would be a source of endless comfort for them.
Allah 1s far too exalted to moan for someone like typical lovers. His love
means that He would shower His Mercy upon His beloved people and shall
forgive their mistakes, for He is the Forgiving, the Merciful,

In short, a rule has been laid down that whoever claims to love Allah, if he is
steadfast in Sunnah and strives accordingly: he is cenainly truthful in his
claim. Allah shall forgive the mistakes he commits by virtue of being a human
being. However, if the claimant does not bother about Sunnah, he certainly is a
liar. The Divine Command is to obey Him and the Holy Prophet™*, which is
the only way of attaining Allah’s Pleasure. According to Hadith, whoever
obeys the Holy Prophet™ indeed obeys Allah, and whoever disobeys him,
indeed disobeys Allah. It is the Holy Prophet™" who has distinguished the
submissive from the rebellious. (Mazhan).

Fana fi Rasul and Stations of Suluk

Fana fi Rasul is a state whereby one’s Spirit is present in the exalted court of
the Holy Prophet™", while physically, every cell of his body is striving to
obey him. It is indeed the only gateway to Fana fi Allah and Baga bi Allah. If
someone succeeds in altaining the latter, he has leamt just the alphabets of Su-
liik; that is, Allah has given him the capacity to become a traveller on the Di-
vine Path. Now if he moves forward with manly courage, and gets associated
with a man of Allah and a master of Tasawwuf and Suliik, he should endeav-
our o attain the heights, in which there is no concept of place and space, leav-



mg his foot prints in both ‘Alam-e-Khalg and *Alam-e-Amr, testifying that a
devotee has gone past

The truthfulness of Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™" stands fully substanti-
ated with most logical and recorded arguments and also with most overpower-
ing miracles and manifested evidence. Yet if someone raises objections, and
refrains from obeying the Holy Prophet™™, Allah does not like such ingrates.

It has become absolutely clear that Allah’s love is reserved for the believers
only, and a believer is the one who is a devotee of the Holy Prophet™™. It
must, however, be taken a careful note of that some simpletons, in their mis-
placed enthusiasm, invent undesired practices indulging in Bid‘ah and thus
degrade themselves in the eves of the Holy Prophet™". Remember that his
court is so sacred that love itself is bound by strict discipline. For expressing
love here, the method approved by the beloved will have to be adopted. An in-
vented method will rather be a source of annoyance.

There in nothing strange in Allah’s Pleasure being conditional to Holy
Prophet ™**’s obedience. It is only a Prophet who conveys the Message of Al-
lah 10 mankind and informs them of His likes and dislikes. Moreover, a
Prophet does evervthing in accordance with the Divine Command as proven
by the historical accounts of religions.

Allah did choose Adam™. ... and Allah is Hearing, Knowing

Allah chose Adam™ and honoured him with Prophethood, and his obedience
was ordained as Allah’s obedience. Similarly He conferred Prophethood upon
Nith™, Ibrahim™, and his children, Isma‘il™, Ishdaq™, Y‘'aqib™ and the
Prophets™ of Bani Israil, and the descendents of *Imran i.e. “Isa™, and lastly
upon the Holy Prophet™". The author of Tafsir-e-Mazhari writes that ‘Imrin
was the son of Mathdn, a descendant of Prophet Sulaimdn and the honourable
tather of Maryam.

This Ayah reveals the events leading to the birth of Hadhrat Maryam, fol-
lowed by a detailed account of Prophet “Isa **’s life from birth to his ascension
to the heavens. The purpose is to avert future misunderstandings and also to
prevent the Christians from propagating their false beliefs. Besides, after the
Holy Prophet™"* no new Prophet shall ever be raised and Prophet ‘Isa™** shall
descend from the heavens. These detailed accounts have been revealed to in-
form #e last Ummah, so that they are not misled by impostors like Mirza
Qadiyani, nor deny Prophet ‘Isa**’s descent nor encounter any difficulty in
recogmzing him on his return to this world.



These Prophet™ were given superiority over the entire universe. The angels
were commanded 1o do Sajdah before Prophet Adam™ while his enemy Satan
was doomed. Similarly the enemies of Prophet Nith™ also perished. Prophet
Ibrdhim™ had to migrate from his homeland but was later blessed with vic-
tory. All the Prophets™ experienced similar situations. Either their enemies
were destroyed by Divine Punishment like Prophet Nith™'s folk, the nations
of Prophet Hid™, ‘Aad and Thamiid, or the Prophets™ had to migrate from
their homelands only to retumn as victorious to their countries after some time,
such as Prophet Ibrahim ™. This, in other words, is an indication that the Holy
Prophet™ too, shall be given victory. Allah is Aware of what people say and
it is indeed absurd for the non-believers to object to His Choice. Since He
knows everything, He assigns tasks to His people according to their capacity.
Here onwards is the detailed account of Prophet *Isa™.

When the wife of Imran said.. Allah grants subsistence...without measure.

Prophet ‘Isa™*’s grandmother and the wife of ‘Imran vowed to dedicate the
baby she expected to the service of Allah. According o commentators she had
become old and was issueless. One day as she saw a bird feeding her little one,
she sorrowfully prayed for a child. When she conceived, she dedicated her ex-
pected baby to the service of Allah, and vowed 10 keep the child away from
the temporal encumbrances. To make such a dedication was permissible in
that Ummah. She begged Allah to accept her offering. However, when she de-~
livered a baby girl she got worried thinking how a girl would serve the in-
tended purpose, because a boy is stronger and free of the physical limitations
typical to girls. But Allah said that He knew what has been born as He Him-
self 1s the Creator. Had a boy been born he would not have been blessed with
such honour as this girl, for she was to give birth to an exalted Prophet and
that too in a manner as to demonstrate Divine Power to mankind.

She named her Maryam, meaning a worshipper, and hoped that Maryam
would be blessed with special Mercy since her father had died during the
pregnancy. She was bom an orphan and her mother entrusted Maryam and her
progeny to Allah, for protection against Satan.

Effect of the Prayer of a Saintly Lady

According to Hadith, every child is touched by Satan at birth, but Maryam and
her son enjoyed Divine Protection as a result of the prayer of a saintly lady.
Allah had honoured Maryam right from her birth and had brought her up in a
most respectable manner. Food was provided to her directty by Almighty and
Prophet Zakariya™ was appointed as her guardian. He brought her to Bait al
Maqdas and everyone wished to adopt her. But Prophet Zakariya suggested



that since s wife was Marvam’s maternal aunt. it was more appropniate if she
was given under his custody. But no one agreed and lots were drawn, which
was won by Prophet Zakariya™. He allotted her a room and Allah provided
for her so well that she did not even need a wet nurse and was soon strong
enough to be physically on her own. She got her food directly by a Divine ar-
rangement.

Maryam’'s Karamah

Whenever Prophet Zakariya™ went out, he would lock her room. Upon retum
he would find all Kinds of fruits irrespective of the season, in abundance. He
asked where these came from? She replied, that these were from Allah! Ac-
cording 1o Ibn-e-*Abbas, her provisions came from Paradise. Allah provides
boundless subsistence to whoever He pleases. He may bless out of His Mercy
and Generosity anyone without apparent reasons Seasons or resources neither

bind himi.. Here the manifestation of Karamah by honourable Maryam, is am-
ply proved.

At that time Zakariva prayed... hymn His Praise by evening and morning

When Prophet Zakariya™ witnessed such demonstration of an overflowing
Divine Mercy, he could not resist putting forth his own request. He was issue-
less and had grown very old. He cried out: *O Allah! Bless me with a pious
and noble child as You certainly answer the prayers.’ It is a practice of the
righteous to pray for noble offsprings. For Prophet Zakariya™ his generation
was coming to an end and there was no one to inherit the legacy of
Prophethood and its knowledge. Further more there was a lurking danger of
people going astray.

So strongly was he moved after witnessing the off-season fruits in the locked
room of Maryam, that he bolted himself in his room and begged Allah for a
pious offspring. He was still praying in the sanctuary when the angels called
out. It was Jibril™, the Archangel, generally accompanied by a group of an-
gels. That is why the Ayah says, “When the angels called to him"”. He was
given the glad tidings of the birth of Prophet Yahya (John) who would verify
and reaffirm Kalimah-tu Allah i.e. Prophet ‘Isa™. Since Prophet ‘Tsa™ was
born without a father purely by Allah’s Command he is referred to as Kali-
mah-tu Allah (Allah's Word) and indeed Prophet Yahyda™ was the first to ver-
ify Prophet *Isa**’s miraculous birth.

Who is Syed?

Sved here refers to a leader in terms of knowledge, worship and all aspects of
virtwe. This is why members of the household of the Holy Prophet™* are



termed as Syed. But those who now have neglected the teachings of the Holy
Prophet™" and fail 10 obey him do not deserve 1o be taken as Syed. The say-
ing of the Holy Prophet™": “I am the leader of the children of Adam™ is
very much there but the relationship will be established by obedience.

Effect of Intimacy with a Woman

Prophet Yahya™ besides Syedan (leader) is also called here Hasuran (chaste).
the one who shall abstain from women. It is strange that although marriage is a
Sunnah of Allah’s Messengers™, yet here abstaining from it is mentioned as a
causg of excellence.

The fact is that he was so overpowered by Allah’s love that he did not pay any
aftention to these things. Whereas the Hadith encourages marriage it also adds,
“those who have the abiiity to do so”. If some one is like Prophet Yahya™, it is
better not to marry. It is a proven fact that intimacy with a woman, though le-
gitimised by marriage, absorbs the entire attention causing a momentary pause
even for a seeker of Suliik, which no other activity in the world can do.

To willingly abstain from lustful and permissible desires is a sign of great ex-
cellence. Some commentators misunderstood that Prophet Yahya™ was impo-
tent by birth, because in that case abstaining from women is no marvel. A
Prophet™ can never be impotent, rather the Prophets™ have much more po-
lency as compared Lo ordinary people, while he was not only a Prophet him-
self but also a descendant of the Prophets™.

Prophet Zakariya™. upon hearing the glad tiding, implored: “O Allah how can
| have a son? | have grown old and my wife is not only old but also infertile”.
By virtue of being a human he had raised this question, because sometimes
human nature does dominate knowledge and reason; just as Prophet Miisa™
inspite of his promise, could not help objecting to the actions of Hadhrat
Khidhar. Prophet Zakariya™ was told that Allah is all-Powerful and inspite of
his old age and the infertility of his wife, a son will be born to them. So he
pleaded for some indication in order that he may show his gratitude to Allah.
He was told that as soon as the conception takes place he would, in spite of
Allah’s Zikr, not be able to talk to people for three days, except communicat-
ing through sign language. When these indications are to appear, he must get
engaged in Allah’s Zikr and His Glorification, round the clock. Prophet Za-
kariya™ had aimed at showing gratitude to Allah, and was so fortunate that
Allah prescribed constant Zikr for him. while disabling him to make any inter-
ruption by any other form of speech. It must be remembered that conversation
affects the heart even if the topic is good.



Effects of Conversation

If the topic of conservation itself is not good, the result is obvious. But even if
the topic is of virtue, the conversation will naturally be addressed to a human
being and the negativity of his nature will certainly influence the speaker, just
as the clothes of a sweeper are bound to be soiled. Although this does not af-
fect the attainment of higher stations by a seeker, as inviting others to piety is a
meritorious deed and accelerates spiritual elevation, yet it certainly affects the
spiritual observation. That is why those who go in seclusion have much more
spiritual observations as compared to the preachers who rarely have any,
though they do enjoy access to higher spiritual levels. The above discussion
does not pertain to the altogether ignorant of Suliik, but to the men of Allah. It
is obligatory to constantly remember and thank Him for every blessing.

42,

43.

45.

Section §

And when the angels said, “O
Maryam! Allah chose you and pu-
rified you and chose you above all
the women of the worlds.

O Maryam! Be devout unto your
Rabb, and do Sajdah yourself and
bow down with those who bow
down.”

(O" Prophet!) This is a part of the
unseen that We reveal to you. You
were not with them when they
cast lots with their reed pens as to
which of them should be
Maryam'’s guardian, nor were you
with them when they disputed.

Recall when the angels said, “O
Maryam! Surely Allah gives you
the happy news of a word from
Him; his name will be the Masih,
son of Maryvam, of great honour in
this world and in the Akhirah, and
one of those drawn near to Allah.
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47.

49.

And he shall speak 1o people in
his cradle and as a mature man
and be one of the nghteous.”

She said, “O my Rabb! How can |
have a son when no man has
touched me?" Allah said, “So it
shall be! Allah creates what He
will. When He decrees a thing,
He says to it, “Be” and it is.

And He will teach him the Book
and wisdom and the Torah and the
Bible.

And a Mcssenger to the Children
of lIsrail,” (with this Message):
“Indeed | have come to you with a
sign from your Rabb. Indeed |
make for you out of clay, as it
were, the likeness of a bird, then
breathe into it, and it becomes a
bird by Allah’s leave. And | heal
those born blind and the leper, and
revive the dead by Allah’s leave.
And | declare to you what you
have eaten and what you have
stored in your houses. Indeed
therein is a Sign for you, if you
believe.”

And | come confirming the Torah,
which was before me; and to
make permissible to you some of
the things forbidden to you. And |
have come to you with a Sign
from your Rabb, so fear Allah

and obey me.
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51. Indeed Allah is my Rabb as well shefred A
your Rabb; so worship Him. This ’-'-‘trsﬂ'”*-’;“ ol
is the straight path. ,_:.. _,-.-m

52. Then when ‘Isa** became aware KPR .. e
of their infidelity, he said, “Who J6As r';‘-‘.s..‘.r-‘-'f'w-'j‘u ¢
shall be my helper in Allah's, -7 - o Ol - ( e
Cause?” The disciples said, “We| %< Do i I8l e\ i
are Allah’s helpers, we believe in al i Sl
Allah, and you do bear witness _,...-—_: e A
that we surely are Muslims.” e ---1.7-5——"&-'13-&-15{;

53. Our Rabb! We believe in what »z (i T P
You have revealed and we follow J"" I ""J-"ﬁ""'L"l'l"‘J
the Messenger. Then write us up : ‘.i'” s
with the witnesses." @ Cossh

54.  And they (the Jews) plotted and v P
Allah plotted, for Allah is the ‘-’“‘-"{-'“"-’L’Jé""’-’
Best of Plotters. @ o5
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The Secrets of Revelation

And when the angels said, ... and bow down with those who bow down. "

And recollect the time when the angels led by Archangel Jibril™ told Maryam
that Allah had accepted her and chosen her. He had spiritually elevated her by
His Everlasting Personal Splendour. This Personal Divine Splendour is pecu-
liar to Prophethood and the Prophets™ receive it individually and directly
without any intermediary. Through them it can be attained by selected and
prominent Aulia, and Maryam happened to be a Siddigah!

Certain Stations of Suluk

Siddigiyyat is the highest station of Wilayah, which is only attained by the top
Aulia by virtue of closely following the Prophet™, in just the same way as
trusted servants of an emperor live with him in a royal palace. Of the Circles
of ‘Alam-e-Amr, the excellence of Prophethood and Messengership are the
thirteenth and fourteenth respectively. And Maryam was cleansed of all femi-



nine and sin-onentated impurities and given superiority over the entire women
folk contemporary 1o her.

The sayings of the Holy Prophet™ also refer 1o the excellences and virtues of
his wife Hadhrat Khadijah™" and his daughters. According to an authentic
Hadith there have been many accomplished men but amongst women
Maryam, daughter of *Imran and Asia, wife of the Pharaoh were the accom-
plished ones. The supetiority of “A'ishah Siddigah (Holy Prophet™*'s wife)
over other women is like the superiority of Thurid (a delicious dish) over other
foods. Allah commanded Maryam to establish her Salat in congregation and
to stand for long hours in worship. She was instructed to do Sajdah and bow
down along with those who bow before Allah. It must be remembered that
congregational Salat is always performed and led by men. Women, however,
are allowed to join the congregation by standing behind separately.

A secker must understand that for the attainment of higher levels in Suliik,

congregational Salat supported by substantial voluntary Salat, standing before
Allah for long hours, and careful observation of all the constituents of Salat is

a panacea.
(O Prophet!} This is a part of the unseen ...when they disputed

It is most evident that all the events recounted by the Holy Prophet ™" regard-
ing Maryam’s life are revealed unto him by Allah, which is a clear proof of his
Prophethood. He was not present at the time when people were arguing over
her guardianship and were putting their pens in the river to determine the win-
ner. According to the commentators these pens were made of iron. It was de-
cided that the person, whose pen would not sink and float against the current,
by Allah’s Command, would be her guardian. This honour, of course, went to

Prophet Zakariya™.
Lottery

According to Ahl-e-Sunnah it is unlawful to draw lots for rights already de-
termined. It is a form of gambling, whereby lots are drawn for something
commonly held by many people. And only the person whose name is drawn
acquires the desired thing while all others stand deprived. This is not correct.
However, when the determination of rights has to be done by consensus, it is
permussible 1o resort 10 lottery, For example, if a common possession is to be
divided into equal shares, it is permissible to decide by drawing lots as to who
will get which portion.



The Holy Prophet™" is being told that he was not present when the people
were arguing over the custody of Maryam. The knowledge of an incident can
be acquired, firstly, through seeing or hearing it. But this was impossible in the
above case as five centuries stood between that era and the Holy Prophet™*.
Secondly, knowledge can be attained through books while the Holy Prophet™*
was unlettered. The third method of acquiring knowledge is through a teacher
or a scholar. The Holy Prophet™" neither received any lessons from any
teacher nor sought the company of any scholar. In fact until the Day of Judge-
ment, all scholars will depend on the Holy Prophet™” for knowledge. There-
fore, the only source left behind is the Divine Revelation, which is a proof of
his Prophethood. Now an account of the entire episode in all its details.

Recall when the angels said, ... and be one of the righteous "

It is worth remembering when Angel Jibril told Maryam that she was 10 be
blessed with a son who would be bom to her without a father by His Will. He
would be known as Kalimah-tu Allah (Allah’s Word) and his name and title
would be Masih ‘Isa™ bin Maryam.

Wali’s Conversation with Angel

Now the excellence of Prophet *Isa™ is being revealed that he would be an
exalted and honourable man in both the worlds. He would be blessed with
Prophethood in this world and would enjoy a high status in Paradise in the
next. He will be blessed with Allah’s Personal neamess and His perpetual
Personal Refulgence. Amongst his miracles would be that he would speak
from his cradle firmly and authentically as he would in his manhood. Now to
be able to speak in infancy is a super natural phenomena and a miracle, but
how can speaking as a grown up be mentioned as something special?

Miracle of Prophet ‘Isa™

The commentators explain that when Prophet ‘Isa™* was raised to the heavens
he was between thirty and thirty five years of age, a period of youth, whereas
manhood generally refers to the period bevond forty vears. Therefore, his de-
scent from the heavens and his invitation to mankind towards guidance is in-
deed a greater miracle than the declaration made by him in the cradle “1 am the
servant of Allah who is given a Divine Scripture and made a Prophet”.

She said, O my Rabb! ... This is the straight path

Maryam said: ‘O Allah! How can | have a child when | have never been
touched by any man?' She was told that the child shall be born, as Allah cre-
ates what He wills. And when He decrees the creation of something He just



commands: ‘Be’ and it is. Just as He is Potent over creating man from matter
in a particular sequence, so is He capable of creating against the set pattern,

Allah shall teach this child how to write and biess him with wisdom and
knowledge of Torah and Bible. He will be sent as a celebrated Messenger of
Allah unto the Bani Israil. It is established here that the Prophets™ and
Messengers ™ of Allah receive all their knowledge directly from Him. -

Wisdom and the Wise

Wisdom is the knowledge which the Prophets™ receive from Allah and con-
vey to mankind. Likewise, the wise are those whose hearts are filled with the
knowledge delivered by the Prophets™, unlike the secular intellectuals of to-
day who neither know nor practise Islam. That is why they cannot even think

straight.
Allah says that Prophet ‘Isa™ will proclaim *O Bani Israil! | have been ap-
pointed as a Prophet unto you by your Rabb, supported by miracles. One of

them is that | will shape a bird out of clay and blow on it and by Allah's Leave
it will become a living bird. This blowing is a miracle.

Manifestation of Karamah

The miracles of the Prophets™ are often manifested in the form of Karamah
by the Aulia, but only for the corroboration of Din and not to seek material
gains. Since Karamah takes place only by Allah’s will; the use of such words
which might lead to distortion of beliefs and practices are strictly forbidden,
and are devoid of any effects. It is, however, a separate issue that something
turns up coincidentally by Allah’s will, and the ignorant attribute it to profane
impostors and sorcerers,

Prophet ‘Isa™ also told peaple that he could, by Allah's Will, cure the con-
genitally blind and heal the lepers. He could also, by Allah’s Will, bring the
dead to life. Since quickening the dead could mislead people imto associating
Divine Powers with him, so he repeated twice that it would be by Allah’s Will
but only executed at his hand. Tafsir-e-Mazhari lists the names of three per-
sons, who were raised from the dead due to Prophet ‘Isa*"’s prayer and lived
long enough to have children before they died a natural death. Although afier
witnessing the realities in Barzakh it is not possible for a human being to re-
turn and live a normal and accountable life because he has actually seen the
things he is required to believe in, and his faith is no longer valid as it is not
belief in the unseen, yet there are exceptions to every rule, which manifest that
Allah can do things the way He wants 10.



Exceptions

The birth of Prophet *T1sa™ by itself is an exception to the rule of procreation.
So are the miracles given to him such as quickening of the dead, curing the
leper and the blind. Many exceptions from natural laws can be seen n this
world too. For example, amongst birds the bat is unique in many ways. [t has a
fleshy mouth with teeth, has breasts and even goes through menstrual cycle;
and perches upside down. So many exceptions are there in a single species.
Similarly, all animals cry out if water enters their noses but the elephant first
takes up water in its trunk and then sprays into its mouth. In all animals,
movement of the lower jaw is a common feature but the crocodile moves its
upper jaw. All animals have two lungs, but the snake has one. All animals pre-
serve their species through procreation but a mule regardless of gender is ster-
ile, even then its race flourishes. Many such animals and instances are avail-
able which are exceptions and proofs of Allah’s Omnipotence. Prophet ‘Isa™
would tell the people what they had eaten, what was left in their homes and
what they had set aside for the next meal.

All these miracles provided substantial evidence of his Prophethood for those
who had the capacity to believe. Besides, he did not invite people to some-
thing unheard of. They were familiar with Torah. which was given to one of
the Messengers ™. He also verified the Torah and his Message was the same.

All the Prophets™ of Allah, right from Adam™ to Prophet Mubammad™", ex-
tended the same invitation to mankind, and each one of them corroborated the
other. The only difference was in the methods of worship, or certain things de-
clared unlawful previously by Torah were made lawful through Prophet ‘Isa™
as a favour. That previous austerity regarding permissible and prohibited was
due to the misdeeds of Bani Israil; for example the meat of an animal was
permissible but its fat was prohibited, or all the portions of the animal were
permissible except the loins. Such alterations, however, do not indicate any
conflict. The amendment in the Divine Injunctions is not unusual. A certain
Command was valid for a particular period and when it lapsed, another re-
placed it. though both were valid in their own perspectives and time. The
Qurdn itself has such instances.

Prophet ‘Isa™ informed his people that he had brought unto them a great sym-
bol of blessing in the form of Bible from their Rabb. Here Allah’s Providence
is mentioned together with endorsement of the Book to prove that whereas the
provision of good food is a manifestation of His Providence for health and
sustenance of the physical body, the recital and understanding of the Divine
Book with devotion is essential for spiritual health and eternal life.



He wamed the people against Allah’s Wrath, which they would invoke by op-
posing him. He invited them to believe in Allah, Who is the Creator, the
Owner as well as the Provider of evervone, i.e. theirs as well as his Rabb.

This negates the false belief that Prophet ‘1sa™ is Allah’s son, rather is His
servant and a Prophet and he directed his people 1o worship and obey Allah.
The correctness of one’s beliefs is endorsed by a strict observation of the en-
joined and the forbidden, which indeed is the straight path. According to the
Holy Prophet™" “Say, 1 believe and then stand firm on it”. In other words the
acknowledgement of Allah’s Unity along with a practical compliance to His
Commandments 1s indeed the path of guidance.

Then when “ka* became aware ... Allah is the Best of Plotters,

When, after witnessing all the miracles and proofs there was no change in the
behaviour of the people and their actions remained tainted with disbelief,
Prophet ‘1sa™ inquired: ‘Who will help me in the Cause of Allah?’ He wanted
o know whether, after all the efforts he had made, were there people who
truly sought Allah and were ready to go along with him?

The noble ones who came forward are termed as Hawwarin (helpers) just as
the devotees of the Holy Prophet™" are known as Sahabah (the Companions
). They stepped forward and offered their services for Allah’s Din, reaffirm-
ing their faith in Allah and His Attributes. They requested Propnet ‘Isa™ to be
a witness to their obedience and prayed: *O Allah! We believe in Your Unity,
in the truth of Your Prophets™ and we declare our devotion to Prophet *Tsa ™,
s0 write us amongst the firm believers.’

The word Shahidin in this Ayah refers to bearing witness to the truth of the
conveyed beliefs. According to Ibn ‘Abbas, the Hawwarin had actually longed
for their inclusion in the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad ™", as on the Day of
Judgement, it will bear witness to the fact that all the Prophets™ had fulfilled
the task assigned to them by Allah.

The non-believers made a secret plan against Prophet *Isa™*. The Arabic word
Muakr is translated to mean conspiracy in Urdu language, but in Arabic it
means a secret plan, which if made for a noble purpose will be taken in good
sense, otherwise in bad sense. They conspired secretly to harm Prophet ‘Isa™
and provoked the king against him, saying that he had become a heretic who
wanted to destroy their religion through distortion of the Torah. Thus they
succeeded in obtaining orders for the execution of Prophet *Isa ™.



But on the other hand, Allah’s Wisdom was also at work. Allah willed to save
the one they were planning to kill, and He is the Best of Planners.

35.

56.

37.

58.

59.

61.

Section 6

Recall when Allah said, “O ‘Isa!

‘Surely I shall make you die and 1

am lifting you to Myself and I am
cleansing you of the non-
believers; and 1 shall place those
who follow you above the non-
believers till Yaum al-Qiyamah.
Then vou shall all return to Me
and 1 shall judge between you
about what you have been differ-
ing.

As for those who disbelieve, 1
shall punish them with severe ret-
ribution in this world and in the
Akhirah; and they will have none
to help them.

And to those who believe and do
good works, Allah will reward
them in full. And Allah does not
love the evil-doers.”

This We recite unto you of the
Ayit and the Message of Wisdom.

Indeed the likeness of ‘Isa for
Allah is as the likeness of Adam,
He created him out of dust, then
He said to him, “Be!™ and he was,

The truth from you Rabb! So be
not of those who doubt.

Then if any one disputes with you
in this matter, after the knowledge
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62.

has come to you, say, “Come! Let
us summon our children and your
children, and our women and your
women, and ourselves and your-
selves; then let us humbly pray
and invoke the curse of Allah on
those who lie.”

Surely this is the true narrative
and there is no Ilaha except Al-
lah; and indeed Allah is the
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Mighty, Wise.

63. But if they tum away, Allah has
full knowledge of the miscreants.

akass

The Secrets of Revelation

Recall when Allah said, O ‘Ka... and the Message of Wisdom.

Now what was the secret plan? The Jews wanted to assassinate Prophet ‘Isa™
whereas Allah not only planned to save him but also to make him a
manifestation of His Greatness and a proof of the Prophethood of the final
Prophet Mubammad™™. Just as his birth was miraculous, so was his
upbringing. He talked in infancy and his miracles were the most bewildering!

Demonstration of Divine Power

And then his Ascension 1o the heavens and his ultimate return to the world,
followed by his death; all is a manifestation of Allah’s Omnipotence.

Allah said O ‘Isa! 1 shall take you and cause you to ascend unto Me." This
particular translation is arrived at if the word Mutawaffika is translated liter-
ally. But if it is translated as “death’, it would imply that the Jews cannot kill
you because | shall give you a natural death. But for the time being | shall
raise you to heavens, this fact is highlighted by another Ayah of the Qurin.
“They surely did not kill'him; Allah lifted him up to Him."4:158



Ascension of Prophet "Isa™

And if the Ascension is taken as spiritual, then assassination also results in
death even if not at the hands of the Jews, but given by Allah, so what is the
superiority in his Ascension? In fact the Spirit of every righteous person is
also taken up after death. But here the Ascension of Prophet ‘Isa™ is stated.
*Isd is the name of Spirit and physical body together and not of Spirit alone.
The truth is that the teacher of Quriin, the Holy Prophet™" himself has given
the interpretation of this Ayah saying that “Prophet ‘Isa™ was lified to the
heavens and will stay there until his retumn to this world in later times. He will
participate in Jihad, will get married, will have children, will be buried in my
tomb upon death and Abu Bakr and ‘Umar will be resurrected along with
Prophet ‘Tsa™ and myself."” Now a Muslim has absolutely no need to further
probe this question. As for the liars and the impostor prophets, who gave them
the right to interpret the Qurin anyway? The Ummah has a consensus over the
fact that Prophet Mubhammad™" is the last Prophet and he has himself said
“There shall be no Prophet after me”, a statement as clear as daylight. He even
has forewarned people of the appearance of Dajjal (Anti Christ) and that they
should beware of his mischief. He also foretold that Prophet ‘1sa™ shall de-
scend from the heavens and cautioned against impostors and liars. [f any hon-
orary or shadow prophet was still to come, why didn’t the Holy Prophet™" in-
form about him? It is amazing that some people insist so enthusiastically on
the death of Prophet ‘Isa™. Even if for a second we agree to their absurd as-
sertions, it still does not prove Mirza Qadiyani to be a gentleman, let alone a
Prophet!

Besides, the Prophethood is related to beliefs based on the teachings of the
Holy Prophet™* and not on the question of the death of Prophet ‘Isa™. In fact,
there are so many Abadith which refer to the life and ultimate return of
Prophet ‘Isa™ that only a non-believer can deny them.

Allah said that He would clear Prophet ‘Isa™ from the evil of the non-
believers. When the Holy Prophet™" was raised, he exonerated Prophet ‘Isa™
from the accusations of both categories of non-believers. Those who accused
him, as well as those who claimed that he was son of God. Allah also prom-
ised that He woul® make his followers dominate the non-believers until the

Day of Judgement.

If this promise pertains to the mere acceptance of his Prophethood both the
Christians and the Muslims share it. But if it refers to complete obedience, it
can only be for the Muslims. Ever since the raising of Prophet ‘Isa™ even the
Christians have not been overpowered by the Jews, let alone the Muslims. As



for the state of Israil, it is nothing more than a joint cantonment of the Social-
ists and the Christians. The Jews have always been the accursed people and
will Insha Allah continue to be humiliated till the end. And above all, the fol-
lowers and the deniers will appear before Allah one day and He himself will
resolve their differences and pass His verdict. His judgement will be based on
the principle that the non-believers will be severely punished in this world,
and in Akhirah and no one will come to their rescue. The life of the non-
believers in today’s world is pitiable and a warning for others. The moribund
Muslim of today has at least managed to preserve his honour, while the young
daughters of the non-believers tum into hippies. Family life has been trans-
formed into a picture of Hell. Lawlessness and murders are rampant. Their ac-
tivities in every day life can put even animals to shame, while the severest tor-
tures await them in the Akhirah.

On the contrary, those blessed with faith and righteousness shall be amply re-
warded for their virtue. The non-believers have invoked His fury because of
their heartless rejection of the truth, and Allah never likes such flagrant sin-
ners. All these true accounts revealed to the Holy Prophet™™ are a clear proof
of his Prophethood.

Miracles Generally in accord with Contemporary Eminence

In every era, the Prophets™ were blessed with miracles in accordance with the
eminence of that period. Prophet Miisa™ raised in the age of sorcerers was
blessed with miracles that humbled them all. The era of Prophet ‘Isa™ was the
age of philosophers and physicians and the miracles granted to him were to
compete with his contemporaries. The era of Prophet Muhammad™™ was of
rhetoric excellence and he was blessed with the greatest living miracle in the
form of Quran, which is matchless and shall remain so forever.

Indeed the likeness of 'ka...full knowledge of the miscreants.

For Allah Prophet ‘Isi™ is like Prophet Adam™, who was created without
parents, from clay. Allah commanded him to be and at once he was! Similarly
by His Command Prophet ‘Isa™ was born without a father.

This was a dialogue held between the Holy Prophet™* and the Christians of
Najran when they wanted to prove Prophet *Isa™*'s Divinity. They insisted that
if Prophet ‘Isi™ was not the son of God then who was his father? They did
not bother to think that when a human being can never reproduce a goat or
vice versa, although both belong to the animal kingdom differing only in spe-
cies, how can a human being be born of God when there is nothing in common
between the two. Rather, Allah is Omnipotent and Independent and a human



being dependent and incidental. How would a man who needs food and sleep
and has 1o die, be born of Allah, Who is above all such things? He is neither
anyone’s father nor son and no one can be like Him.

In this context, is the creation of Prophet ‘Is3™* without a father more astonish-
ing or that uf Prophet Adam™ without both parents? Allah the Almighty can
do whatever He wishes.

Analogy Valid in Shari‘ah

From the above Ayah the jurists have deduced analogy to be a valid argument
in Shari‘ah. The creation of Prophet Adam™ has been presented as an analogy
to prove the birth of Prophet ‘Isa™ without a father. Allah declares that this is
indeed the truth, which has been sent unto you from your Rabb. Knowledge,
especially that of Allah’s Book, is the nourishment of Spirit. This is why the
Attribute Rabb is used, since if is essential to provide for spiritual nourish-
ment along with the physical. Allah tells the Holy Prophet**™ that there is no
room for any doubt over what has been revealed unto him.

Mubahalah (Mutua! Imprecation)

The Holy Prophet™" is being told that when inspite of clear signs and testi-
mony from Allah, anyone refuses to accept his words and is arrogant, he
should invite him for Mubahalah. It means that both parties must come out

with their women and children and pray to Allah that He may accurse the
group standing on falsehood and inflict His Wrath on it

Here the interpolation of Shiites has caused many commentators to em. They
depose that as soon as this Ayah was revealed, the Holy Prophet™* summoned
Hadhrat *Ali Hadhrat Fatimah, Hadhrat Hassan and Hadhrat Hussain™". He
was carrying Hadhrat Hussain™" is his arms and holding Hadhrat Hassan™
by the hand while, Hadhrat Fatimah™" and Hadhrat *Ali** followed behind.
as they left for the arena.

Let us pause here for a moment and ponder over the background. The delega-
tion from Najran comprised only three men namely Sharjeel, *Abdullah bin
Sharjeel and Jabbar bin Faidh. They were representing the entire Christian
community of Najran. Their families were in Najran, which is at an aerial dis-
tance of eight hundred Kilometres from Madinah and probably twelve hundred
kilometres by road. Besides, all the commentators unanimously agree that the
delegation from Najran did not accept the invitation for Mubahalah and con-
ceded to pay Jizyah (tax payable to Islamic Govt. by non-Muslim subjects).
Then why would the Holy Prophet™* take the family of Hadhrat *Ali™* to the
arena while the contesting party’s families were hundreds of miles away? Such



an action cannot be expected from a person of ordinary intelligence let alone
the Holy Prophet™". And Hadhrat Fatimah cannot fit in the wording of
Nisd'ana (our wnmen) because Abnd ana wa Nisa ‘ana means *children and
wives," Now the family of Hadhrat *Ali™™ be taken as the Holy Prophet™™"'s
children, as Hadhrat *Ali was like his son because he was brought up by him
and was also his son-in-law, but who represents the wives?

Yet a more flabbergasting arpument pttscntad by Shiites is that the word An-
ﬁ.r.ma(m.u- souls) is used for Hadhrat "Ali™ and he is the soul of the Holy
Prophet™". Therefore, it was his right to be the Caliph and the Amir (leader)
because by virtue of being the Holy Prophet™’s soul, Hadhrat “Ali™" was as
privileged as he himself. What they forget is that he was also his son in law:
then how could the soul of the Holy Prophet™" get married to his daughter?

Actually this Ayah refers to all the believers, followers and their wives and
children. The Holy Prophet™™ was to pray on their behalf and the Christian
delegation on the behalf of the Christian community. This fact is endorsed by
a Hadith of the Holy Prophet™*, who swore by Allah that His Punishment
lurked over the people of Najnln' Had they done Mubahalah, their faces
would have been distorted to monkeys and pigs and the entire valley would
have been filled with raging fire killing even the birds in the tracs, and before
the end of the year all the Christians would have been dead (Mazhari)

The expression “all the Christians” in the above Hadith indicates that the
words “our children, our women and our souls’ stand for all the followers and
their family members, so that whichever group is on the right path may survive
and the other is eradicated. But the Christians were terrified because they
knew very well that the Holy Prophet™" was Allah's true Messenger. They
were denying him only 1o maintain their own supremacy and leadership over
their people, Therefore, they made peace by paying Jizvah and averted the
Mubahalah.

All the incidents revealed in Allah’s Book are absolutely true. No one save
Allab descrves to be worshipped, be it a Prophet, a Wali, an angel or anyone
else. The belief of Trinity is again negated. Allah is the Supreme Ruler and
His Wisdom encompasses all. No one can claim to be His pariner in any of
His Attributes. Then how can anyone possibly share the Divinity? If the non-
believers still continue to raise objections then the matter may be left to Allah,
as He knows the mischievous very well. This indicates that 1o impede people
from faith or to indulge in sin is not only wrong, but alse it tantamounts to
creating imbalance and leading the world to destruction. This tangible world
thrives on faith and obedience to Allah. Mischief and evil disturbs its peace



and harmony. And when there shall remain not a single soul on the earth to

remember Allah, leaving behind only the non-believers, this world shall be
destroved.

The non-believers are not only ungrateful but are also responsible for bringing
calamities to this beautiful world created by Allah. They cannot conceal them-
selves from Allah, as He knows them fully well.

65.

67.

Section 7

Say, "O People of the Book!
Come to a word which we and
you hold in common; that we
shall worship none but Allah, and
we shall associate no partners
with Him, and that we shall not
take others for Rabb beside Al-
lah,” then if they tum away say,
“Bear witness that we are Mus-
lims."™

O People of the Book! Why do
you argue about lbrahim, when
the Torah and Bible were not re-
vealed till after him? Don’t you
understand?

Ah! It is you who would contend
about that of which you had some
knowledge, but why do you argue
about that which is not known 1o
you at all? And Allah knows and
you do not know.

Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a
Christian, but he was an upright
Muslim, nor was he of the poly-
theists.

With :1t doubt, the people nearest
to Ibrdhim are those who follow
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him, as does this Prophet and s 3
those who believe. And Allah is| () S 378515 ARTY 15
the Patron of the believers.

69. A section of the People of the 24 15 o c=E  Za
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themselves, and they perceive not!
70. O People of the Book! Why do ¥ Ay <A 1-'! 15
you deny the Ayat of Allah to {iaa
which you yourself bear witness? (@ Kt -'-a'-;-‘;:\,i.;
71. O People of the Book! Why do e A S
you cloak the truth with falsehood|  JRY NI, 28I ST Al
and conceal the truth, and you P e P e e o
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The Secrets of Revelation
Say, “O People of the Book! ... "Bear witmess that we are Muslims. "

Allah asks the Holy Prophet™" to call upon the People of the Book to agree
upon the belief commonly held by them and Muslims. That common belief is
that nothing save Allah is to be worshiped. No partners are to be appointed
with Him in worships or Divinity whether they are idols or devils, angels or
humans. The Message of Unity has been conveyed by every Prophet including
Prophets Miisa ™ and ‘Isa™, and can be found in all the Divine Scriptures,
whether it be Torah or BthIq_ All Prophets™ preached essentially the samg
concepts of Allah’s Unity in Being and in Atributes; and also that He Alones
is worthy of all worships and is far too exalted to have any partners. Islam also
gives the same Message. So let us concede to these basic tenets that we do not
accept anyone as Rabb save Allah, meaning thereby that we do not bank on
anyone for succour or to obey him besides Allah. If anyone conveying the Di-
vine Message is obeyed, it would not be his obedience but Allah’s, just as
obedience to the Holy Prophet™® is in reality the obedience to Allah. Simi-
larly if a scholar or a sage invites people to Allah, obeying him would indeed
be the obedience to Allah. However, if anyone asks to act against the Shari‘ah,



he must not be followed. According to Hadith the obedience to creation is for-
bidden where the Laws of the Creator are likely to be infringed.

Obviously whenever anyone ignores Allah’s Laws and obeys someone else it
i1s either out of fear or greed. Such behaviour implies that the former has taken
the latter as his Rabb and is practising this belief. If this personality cult, ego-
ism and greed are removed, nothing can stand between a person and the accep-
tance of truth.

The Preaching Technique

Allah has taught an exquisite way of preaching to the Holy Prophet™™. He
asks His beloved Prophet to invite people to the recognition of the Truth and
to pull them out of the quagmire of egoism and selfishness. Once their hearts
are cleansed for Allah, it would be impossible for them to deny the greatness
of the Holy Prophet™" whereby they shall be blessed with faith.

The basic principle and manner of preaching is to acquaint the hearts with the
Greatness of Allah and to sever all hopes associated with others. However, if
even these efforts prove futile and people still do not accept the Message, they
must be told as a reiteration of Truth, that we, the Muslims, are Allah's obedi-
ent servants,

In short, the correct beliefs must be presented before them, and they must be
called upon to bear witness to the fact that we the Muslims believe in Allah’s

Unity and the Prophethood of Allah’s Messengers™ and obey His Com-
mandments.

O People of the Book! ... Allah is the Patron of the believers.

Allah tells the People of the Book that they have no right to quarrel over the
religion of Prophet Ibrahim™ when they have failed even to preserve the relig-
ion conveyed by their own Prophets Miisa™ and ‘Isa™ and have lost the
teachings of Torah and Bible revealed to them. How can they claim to be the
followers of Prophet Ibr@him™, when Torah and Bible were revealed much
later? Prophet Miisa™ was raised approximately a thousand years after
Prophet Ibrahim™ and Prophet ‘Isa™ after another two thousand years.

In the light of these facts, the claim made by the People of the Book that they
adhere to the principles of Prophet Ibrahim™’s religion is absurd. They are the
people who even distort the signs about the Holy Prophet™*, readily available
to them in Torah a . Bible. They do not accept the truth contained in their
own Books, nor do they disclose it to others. It is, therefore, futile to quarrel or
debate over the facts altogether unknown to them, which were revealed centu-



ries ago. The truth is that Prophet Ibrahim™ was neither a Jew nor a Christian.
The rules of his religion were different from those of Judaism and Christianity.
Indeed he rejected all the false beliefs coined by the people and worshipped
only one Allah. He was not a polytheist but a Unitarian, unlike those who take
Prophets ‘Uzair and 'Isa™ as Allah's sons, and ironically claim to be his fol-
lowers. His true followers are those who abstained from any indulgence in the
polytheism then, and continue to do so even now.

Wilayah Averse to Foul Beliefs

Prophet Mubhammad™" and his Companions™" shared some of the religious
practices with Prophet Ibrahim™ like circumcision, sacrificing animals, pray-
ing in the direction of K*abah etc. Allah is indeed the Patron of the believers;
which means that no one having foul beliefs can claim to be a Wali. Rather a

person guilty of misdeeds cannot claim to be a Wali too as the consummation
of faith is achieved through practice.

A section of the People of the Book ... and you know it?

How can they possibly reform themselves? The Jews instead of seeking guid-
ance, are always busy trving to mislead the Muslims while Allah protects the
Muslims against their evil designs. This heinous effort, in turn, increases their
contumacy, though they do not realise it! They must be asked that can their
claim of being Allah’s chosen people and their repudiation of His Command-
ments possibly co-exist. They are the very people who wilfully deny Allah’s

Ayat, despite the clear signs revealed in their own Books about the raising of

Prophet Muhammad™, and in face of the fact that the Qurdn is clearly Al
lah's Book.

So O’ People of the Book! Be mindful of Allah! Do not mix up truth with
falsehood by innovating practices of your choice in the name of religion. Iden-
tical is the state of today’s false claimants of Wilayah who have innovated all
sorts of rituals, claiming them to be meritorious, just to satisfy their own vain
desires.

And why O’ People of the Book! Do you deliberately conceal; i.e. why don’t
you reveal the characteristics of the Holy Prophet™" given in your Scriptures?

Section 8
72. And i
a section of the People of the J_;d-f\l- l'...._(.li.)-hi

Book says, “Declare in the morn-
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73,

74.

75.

76.

revealed to the believers, and re-
Ject at the end of the day so that
they might turn back.

And do not believe anvone who
does not follow your religion.”
Say, “Indeed true guidance is the
guidance of Allah. Do you fear
that a revelation like that which
was sent to you, be sent 10 any-
one, or that they might contend
against you before your Rabb?
Say, “Surely the Grace is in the
hand of Allah. He bestows it on
whom He pleases. And Allah is
Bountiful, Knowing.

He singles out for His Mercy
whom He will and Allah is the
Owner of Mighty Grace.

And among the People of the
Book is he who, if entrusted with
a treasure will retumn it to you, and
among them is he who, if en-
trusted with a Dinar, will not re-
store il to you unless you con-
stantly stand over him. It is be-
cause they say, “There is no blame
on us with regard to these unlet-
tered people.” And they tell a lie
against Allah and they know it.

Aye! Whoever keeps the pledge
with Him and adopts Taqwa, then
indeeq.ﬂ!hh loves the Muttagin.

Surely those who sell Allah s
Covenant and their own pledges
for a small price, have no portion
in the Akhirah. Allah shall neither
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And a section of the People ... Allah is the Owner of Mighty Grace.

Jewish Conspiracies ever since Khilafat-e Rashidah to Karbala

The Jews came up with a scheme to deviate the Muslims from the right path.
The plan was that they would embrace Islam and join the Muslims and then



would renounce it on one pretext or the other. They thought that this might
confuse the Muslims and cause doubits in their minds and they might revert to
disbelief.

This Jewish conspiracy matured and emerged on the face of history in the
form of *Abdullah Ibn Saba. It began with the ruthless killing of the third Ca-
liph *Uthman™" and spilt the blood of thousands of Muslims. The fourth Ca-
liph ‘Ali™" also became its victim and it eventually led 1o the tragedy of Kar-
bala. ,

The followers of Ibn-e Saba wrote to Hadhrat Hussain ™" that large number of
well armed people awaited his arrival desperately in the mefropolitan city of
Kiifah. They insisted that if he did not show up to lead them they would com-
plain against him before the Holy Prophet™" on the Day of Judgement, that he
had imposed a wicked ruler over them; had he come, it would have changed
the face of the world.

Otherwise does it seem logical that Hadhrat Hussain™" had set out to conquer
Damascus along with his women and children? Or else could it have been pos-
sible that he was not offered help by anyone as it was the time of Hajj and
most of the Muslims had gathered in Makkah and Madinah? Not at all! In fact,
he never invited anyone to join him nor did he think that it was required.
However there is evidence that many eminent Companions™* cautioned him
against trusting the people of Kufah, yet he took his own decision to go.

When he was only three stations away from Kufah his hosts confronted him
and demanded that he should pledge his allegiance to Yazid. Hadhrat Hussain’
" said: *You are strange people; you wrote to me that you had grievances
against the Government. | came to ensure that the Government solves your
problems, else to lead you. Now if you have no complaints I shall return home.
And if you do not agree, then let us go to Damascus and | shall settle the mat-
ter with Yazid myself’’

The last point was agreed upon and they all set out for Damascus. They left
the route from Makkah to Kufah and taking a diversion, reached Karbala, the
third station on the Kufah-Damascus Route.
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When they reached Karbala, the followers of Ibn-e-Saba realised that it could
be disastrous for them to go to Damascus. Therefore, they put to sword the
noble household of the Holy Prophet™* in cold blood. The first book written
on this tragedy in 61 AH was by Lut bin Yahya Abi Mikhnaf (d.190 AH) titled
Magqual-e Hussain. In other words, the event that took place in the year 61 AH
was recorded after a century. The book itself was a pack of lies and is the
source from which the subsequent historians took information. The conspira-
cies did not end here, rather the Jews were crafty enough 1o present a parallel
Islam three centuries later, in the name of Figah-i J*afferiah. This religion has
its own rules in all martters including Kalimah-e Tayyebah, Salat, Fasting,
Hay), Zakat, Marriage, Divorce, Buying and Selling, Funeral and Burial; and
all its practices are opposed to those of Islam. The Jews thus demonstrated
their mean nature by condemning a huge number of people to Hell and satis-
fied their malignant souls.

it is amazing that people did not even think how the event of Karbala could of-
fer a pretext for innovating a parallel religion. Is the denial of Quran and Ka-
limah of Islam, and deviation from beliefs and worships the derivatives of the
event of Karbala? May Allah bless everyone with clear thinking and wisdom!

Coming back to the days of the Holy Prophet™, the Jews decided that they
would keep deceiving the Muslims, and would accept only that person from
their hearts who would accept their religion. Allah declared that guidance is
only from Him and He has bestowed it upon the Companions™. No matter
how hard the Jews try, they cannot blow out the flame of faith. They were
Jealous wliy the Book and the honour were being bestowed upon others than
the Jews. At the same time they knew well that they had failed to keep their
own Book in its original form. They were afraid that the Muslims would in-
criminate them before Allah, or ruin their leadership in this world by exposing



their misdeeds. So let the Jews know that all honour lies with Allah; He may
bless whomever He pleases. It is He, Who has exalted the Holy Prophet™"
and has chosen his followers over the rest of the world. He selects whomever
He may please for His Mercy, as He is the Most Merciful.

It proves that Wilayah is not a legacy but Allah may bless anyone He chooses
with exalted ranks and lofty stations. No one can challenge His distribution or
choice!

And among the People ... for them will be grievous punishment.

Amongst the People of the Book there are some who when entrusted with a
large amount of money will return it in full when demanded. And there are
some who when entrusted with a single dime do not return it at all. In other
words, there are amongst the Pegple of the Book, some who are good in prac-
tical life. Thus virtue will be appreciated even if found in a non-believer.
However, it is a separate issue that the non-believers would not be rewarded
for good deeds in the Akhirah, as requital in Akhirah depends on faith. If
someone does not believe in Akhirah at all, or does not believe it the way the
Holy Prophet™" has ordered to believe, he will be deprived in the Akhirah.
However, for avoiding evil in the world, the severity of eternal punishment
will be lessened and faith is not a prerequisite for worldly gains. For example.
even if a non-believer conducts business honestly, it will yield affluence. Re-
specting the honour of others ensures Divine Protection of ones own honour.
These two features can be observed in Europe today. Since they conduct their
business fairly they are affluent. But in terms of morality, no one’s honour is
safe because of sexual depravity.

The People of the Book indulge in misappropriation because they believe that
they will not be held accountable for their dealings with people outside their
own faith. How treacherous of them that they lie about Allah knowing fully
well that Allah never commanded any such thing! The Din of Allah does not
brook narrow mindedness whereby the virtues of people are not appreciated. It
does not allow that a non-Muslim be deprived of his rights to survive in this
world or his wealth be plundered. In fact the essence of Din is that whoever
fulfils his covenants by believing in Allah’s Unity and His Prophets™ and
leads a life in accordance with His Commandments, refraining from disbelief
and embezzlement, is Muttagi and surely Allah loves such people.

Wilayah is not Hereditary

Allah loves those who hold the right beliefs, discharge their obligations and
refrain from the forbidden. Anyone who has perverse precepts, engages in



sordid practices or heresy cannot be blessed with the exalted status of being
Allah’s Wali. Allah can never love such a person. However, if the belief is
proper and all efforts are made to act righteously, Wilayah can be achieved
provided Allah is kind enough to accept such endeavour and blesses with His
Mercy. People who sell their faith for a few pennies and swear upon lies and
deceit have no share in the Akhirah. Just as the Jews who had deliberately dis-
torted their belief used to swear to their followers that they were delivering the
Truth, They did so out of their lust for power and money. Today if a person
without any inner excellence pretends to be a spiritual leader and exhorts
money from people, he sails in the same boat. If anyone falsely claims to be a
Prophet or a Wali, the only difference is in the nature of their claim but not in
the act of lying. Such impostors not only deprive people of their wealth but
also damage their faith, which is eventually lost in the company of these liars.
Those guilty of such a crime shall have no share in the Akhirah. Allah shall
neither speak nor look towards them nor cleanse them on the Day of Judge-
ment and for them awaits a painful doom.

Intuition or Inspiration is the Proof of Tazkiyah

A conversation with Allah is indeed a great reward and a source of His Mercy
and Tazkiyah. People who are exceptionally special with Allah are blessed
with intuition or inspiration, which is a proof of the Tazkivah of their inner
selves. It is also established that if a sinner claims to possess these blessings,
he is lying as these can only be arttained by the righteous.

And surely there ... non-believer after you have become Muslims?

There is a group amongst the People of the Book who twist their tongues
while reciting the Divine Scripture in a manner so as 1o change the meanings,
making the listeners believe that this is how it is written in Allah's Book,
whereas it is not. Not only were the words changed in the preceding Books but
the entire sections and topics were altered. All later additions to these Books
were imposed upon the people as Allah’s Commands. However, 1o alter the
Qurénic words is beyond human reach, as it enjoys the Divine Protection.
Therefore, the heretics have found a solution by leaving the words intact and
altering the meanings through lexical manipulations. They ought to know that
only those meanings of the Quriin will be deemed authentic, which were given
by the Holy Prophet™" himself and were understood and practised by the
Companions™".

Those who wrong themselves by interpolating the Divine Scriptures and mak-
ing people believe that it is from Allah, deliberately lie about Him. The only
medium between Allah and the mankind is His Prophets™ and Messengers™



who can convey His Message 10 His people. No one can attain Din or
Shari‘ah without the medium of Prophethood.

It must, however, be remembered that intuition or inspiration experienced by
the Aulia helps them to understand the matters of Shari‘ah and makes them
steadfast. Any intuition contrary to the Shari‘ah or the sayings of the Holy
Prophet™" is not acceptable. When the only means of attaining Allah’s Words
is through His Messengers™, is it then possible or appropriate for a person en-
joying the exalted status of Prophethood and given the Divine Scripture, to
deviate the people from Allah’s worship into his own; and to give them orders
which are not from Allah? This would amount to saying that Allah chose an
incapable person for such an important task. Since Allah grants ‘capability” it-
self it is impossible for a Prophet™ to do such dishonesty. And it becomes evi-
dent that all the absurdities believed in by the People of the Book are neither
from Allah nor taught by a Prophet™, as he always enjoins Allah’s obedience.
Those who read the Divine Books must have observed the fact that no
Prophet™ has ever taught mankind to take angels or Prophets™ as their Rabb
and pin hopes on them. Can a Prophet ever command people to become apos-
tates? Not at all, because it is indeed disbelief to take others besides Allah as
Rabb.

Section 9
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83.

85.

87.

Do they seek any other religion
than Allah’s? Unto Him has sur-
rendered whatever is in the heav-
ens and in the earth, willingly or
unwillingly. And to Him shall all
be brought back.

Say, “We believe in Allah, and in
what has been revealed to us, and
what was revealed to Ibrahim and
Ishag and Yaqub and their de-
scendants, and in what was given
by their Rabb to Miisd and ‘Isa
and other Prophets. We discrimi-
nate amongst none of them, and
unto Him we surrender.”

And whoever seeks a religion
other than Islam, it shall not be
accepted from him and in the
Akhirah, he shall be among the
losers.

How shall Allah guide a people
who reject faith after accepting it
and after they bore witness that
the Messenger was true, and after
all evidence had come to them?
And Allah does not guide unjust
people.

Their reward is that on them shall
be the curse of Allah, of the an-
gels and of all mankind.

Therein shall they abide, neither
their punishment shall be light-
ened nor shall they be granted any
respite.
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And recall when Allah ... he shall be among the losers.
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to deny him, is so illustrious that he has been raised for the entire mankind. He
tsnmmﬂyﬂnﬁophctufhismUmahhmalsotMPmphumd]ﬁdunf
alluﬂrchrophets”"" is 5o exalted in status that Allah took an oath from all
the Prophets™ that when they would be blessed by Divine Scripture and
knowledge i.c. raised as Prophets™ they will have to believe in him and also
help him because he would verify their raising too. Allah said: “So do you
take an oath?” They replied: “Yes O Allah!” Then Allah commanded. Now be
a witness to this and | am also a witness.

It is worth remembering that the term Hikmah (knowledge) is mentioned each
time together with Scripture. This is because the meanings of Allah's Book
are vouchsafed to the Prophets™ from Him, in the name of Hikmah. There-
fore, any meanings given to the Book contrary to the teachings of a Prophet™
are not acceptable at all.

The real Divine Beneficence bestowed on the entire creation is delivered
solely through the noble personality of the Holy Prophet™™. Since the basis of



all endowments is His Mercy — may it be Wilayah, Prophethood, Messenger-
ship, Stations of Allah’s Neamess or Paradise, and the Holy Prophet Mubam-
mad " is the personification of Allah’s Mercy.

According to ‘Allama Subki there has never been a Prophet™ through time
who did not himself vowed to believe in the Holy Prophet™*, or who did not
command his Ummah to believe in him, and to support him when raised. The
era of Holy Prophet™’s Prophethood encompasses the entire mankind from
Prophet Adam™"'s time until the end of time. This is why every dying person
when questioned about Allah’s Providence, his Prophet and his Din, is also
asked about the Holy Prophet™". Then veils are lifted between the dead and
the Holy Prophet™", who before his birth was stationed in the *Alam-e-Amr
and now in his sacred tomb. So whether a person died in the period of Prophet
Adam™ or Prophet Niih™ the same question is put forth to all.

Recognition of Holy Prophet Based on Faith

It is clear that only those having faith shall recognize the Holy Prophet™* in
Barzakh. People who lived centuries before his raising will recognize him
provided they had faith in him. And those who actually saw him but remained
deprived of faith in him will neither see nor recognize him in Barzakh. Al-
though the veils between the person and the Holy Prophet™* are removed by
Allah yet their deliberated repudiation becomes a barrier of darkness.

Allah declares that those who deny the Holy Prophet™* are disobedient. Are
they in search of some religion other than the one revealed by Allah? Whereas
whatever lies between the heavens and the earth, whether by choice or com-
pulsion, submits to Him and shall ultimately return to Him.

O you, the addressed! Say that we believe in Allah and that, which has been
revealed to us and revealed prior 1o us to Prophets Ibrahim, Isma'il, Ishagq,
Y*agb™ and his children. We also believe in all that had been bestowed upon
Prophets Miisa™ and ‘Isa™ or other Prophets™ and we do not discriminate
among them by believing in some and rejecting others. We are the servants of
Allah truly obedient and amenable. And this is Islim. The Message conveyed
by each Prophet™ was worthy of obedience in its own time and ought to be
believed in forever. Every Prophet™ invited people to Unity and asked his
Ummah to believe in his as well as the Holy Prophet™™'s Prophethood. How-
ever, the mode of worshipping and the practical details of each religion varied
with time and people. Therefore, whenever a Prophet™ was raised, his obedi-
ence was termed as Islam. And now, having faith in all the Prophets™ and
obedience to the Holy Prophet™" is Islam. If someone opts for any other path



it shall not be accepted and he will be condemned and be a victim of everlast-
ing misfortune.

How shall Allah guide a people ... and they shall find no heipers.

So the people who had, through the guidance of their own Prophets™ and
Books, accepted the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™", endorsed him as a
true Messenger of Allakr, and then witnessed the subduing miracles mani-
fested at his hands and saw and heard clear signs, yet reverted back to disbe-
lief shall never be guided by Allah. Such transgressors are deprived of the ca-
pacity to strive on the right path leading to Paradise. They are accursed by Al-
lah and driven away from His Mercy as well as are eternally accursed by the
angels and the people. There shall be no alleviation in their suffering nor will
they be permitted to relax. Yet there is one ray of hope for them that they
mend their ways both in belief and practice and repent before Allah, for He
certainly is Most Forgiving and Merciful.

Praise be to Allah! How vast and unlimited is His Mercy that even after
committing countless mistakes, the repentant are not deprived of forgiveness.
Those who turned apostates, that is, the People of the Book, had faith in the
Holy Prophet™" according to their own Books and awaited his arrival, yet
they resorted to disbelief and persisted on it once he was raised. They shall
stand deprived of the capacity to repent. There is a limit to indulgence n sin,
beyond which the heart becomes so dark that the capacity 1o repent is denied.

Such are the people who have gone astray. Verily those who resorted to
disbelief and died as such, may be rich enough to possess earth full of gold
and take it along, though both are impossible, yet this shall not avert the
punishment in the Akhirah even if they offer it in exchange. In other words, if
one dies as a non-believer there is no salvation for him and he shall dwell in
Hell eternally. May Allah protect us! Such unfortunate ones shall be
condemned to a painful doom, with no one to support or intercede for them.
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93.

95.

97.

Section

Never shall you attain piety unless
vou spend of that which you love;
and whatever you spend, indeed
Allah knows it well,

All food was lawful to the Chil-
dren of Israil, except that which
Israil had forbidden for himself
before the Torah was revealed.
Say, “Bring the Torah then and re-
cite it, if you are truthful.”

Then whoever after this, invent a
lie against Allah, 1t is they who
are wrongdoers.

Say: “Allah has spoken the Truth:
follow then the religion of Ibra-
him, the upright, and he was not
of the polytheists.”

indeed the first House (of wor-
ship) ever appointed for mankind
was at Makkah, blessed and a
(source of) guidance for the whole
universe,

In it are Signs manifest; the
Station of Ibrahim; and whoever
enters it aftains security. And
incumbent upon mankind is the
Hajj to the House, for the sake of
Allah - on him who can afford the
journey. And as for those who
disbelieve, Allah is Independent
of evervthing in the universe.

Say: *O People of the Book! Why
do you deny Allah’s Messages,
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Never shall you attain piety ... indeed Allah knows it well

Birr stands for virtue, and its basis lies in the neamess to the Holy Prophet™™*
Prophethood is such a blessing that it renders a Prophet innocent. In other
words, one of the Barakah of the Divine Revelation is innocence, which is
conferred upon all the Prophets™ of Allah.

Attainment of Birr and Nearness to Prophet

Neamness to a Prophet generates a special quality in a believer, that is, repug-
nance fo sin and love for virtue. Because of this quality he enjoys a protection
against sin. This is the level that can be termed as an attainment of Birr.

Now, if a person *s so desperate for material benefit that only for its attainment
he declares himself a Muslim, how can he acquire real Islam? Or, if he is so
crazy for wealth and power that these stand between him and the Path of



Allah and His Prophet™, he can never attain piety ie. neamess to
Prophethood. Just as the Jews had made religion a source of gaining temporal
wealth and power, not only did they fail to believe but also proved to be the
worst enemies of Islam, Therefore, it is imperative for a believer to love Allah
and His Prophet™" above everything else. He should not hesitate to sacrifice
everything to the extent of laying down his life in His Cause and consider it an
honour. And while spending in Allah’s Way, he must always remember 1o
spend what is good and cherished by him.

According to the traditions of the Companions™", Abu Talha Ansari™"“
owned an orchard named Bearha, which he valued a lot. Upon the revelation
of this Ayah, he presented himself before the Holy Prophet™”, and said that
he was giving away the said orchard in Allah’s Name and the Holy Prophet ™"
was free 10 spend of it as he pleased. The Holy Prophet™" suggested that the
orchard was extremely precious and lucrative and that the owner should dis-
tribute it amongst his relatives. He complied with immediately. Similarly
Hadhrat Zaid™" bin Harith presented his most favourite horse to the Holy
Prophet™", who, in tum, gave it to another Companion Osama™" bin Zaid.
He told the donor, who had felt a little grieved over the Holy Prophet™*'s not
keeping the horse to himself, that his donation has been accepted by Allah.
Hadhrat *Umar Farooq freed his best maidservant for the sake of Allah.

In simple words, the love for power and wealth or any temporal benefit is the
greatest barrier between disbelief and belief. Whoever gets rid of it for the
sake of Allah, may be blessed with guidance. And for a believer, he must
spend his most beloved possession in the name of Allah instead of getting rid
of all useless items as if he was paying a ransom. On the other hand it does not
mean that one should give away all that he has, but whatever he has to spend
by way of voluntary or obligatory charity must be from what is good and valu-
able, so as to attain nearness to the Holy Prophet™", which is the basis of all
virtue.

Charity by a Poor Man

It s not necessary that this reward can only be attained by the affluent. In fact.
the term “spending in the Cause of Allah™ encompasses a much larger sphere,
Even a poor person can attain this great reward by sacrificing his emotions,
desires and his time. He can devote his time to Allah’s Zikr and worship with
care and sincerity. However, it is also not proper that one should altogether
withhold used items that he can spare in the way of Allah, like left over food
or used clothing. He should give them away and eam a reward. But it should
not be made a practice to spend in Allah’s Way only that, which is worthless
because Allah is fully Aware of the quality, the motive and the spirit behind it



He also knows whether it is being done for personal projection or His Pleas-
ure,

As a pnm::ph: the greatest barrier between a person and his faith in the Holy
Prophet ™", are his favourite desires. And even when blessed with faith, only
that person will indulge in sin who fails to sacrifice his desires for the teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet™". But, if one is blessed with this strength, he shall
(Insha Allah) certainly be blessed with the Holy Prophet™"'s neamess
commensurate 1o his status,

All food was lawful ... and he was not of the polytheisis.

It were these desires, which prevented the People of the Book to accept Islam.
Allah declares that the only way to eamn salvation is to forsake their desires,
while at the same time also reveals the answer to each objection they had
raised. For example, they had argued that the abrogation of Divine Commands
was improper, because it was not possible that Allah would issue an order and
then change it. Was the one previously revealed incorrect? Whereas the reason
for abrogation is not because of any error but Allah’s Will as to what he pre-
fers, when and when. As long as He wills, a Command remains valid and vi-
able; and when it is replaced by another that too subsumes countless reasons
of wisdom of the Wisest.

The Jews objected that the Holy Prophet™" consumed camel’s meat and
goat's milk and yet claimed to be the follower of Prophet Ibrahim™*'s way,
while to the best of their knowledge, both were forbidden unto the fullnwus

of Prophet Ibrahim™.

The Quran refutes their argument and asserts that all eatables were permissible
to the Bani Israil except the meat and milk of ¢amel, which Prophet Y*aqiib™
had himself pledged not to consume. And this had taken place before the reve-
lation of Torah, which means that abrogation of Divine Commands had taken
place in their Shari‘ah too at the request of Prophet Y*aqub™ who suffered
from sciatica and he pledged to give up his favourite food if he recovered. He
stood to his words upon recovery, and abstained from consuming camel’s meat
as well as milk. On his request these were prohibited unto his children.

So now if the Jews do not accept this they are invited to bring forth the Torah
and read it out in order to prove their stance, but they failed to do so and were
proved liars. So whoever, after receiving such substantial evidence, resorts to
lying has indeed fabricated falsehood about Allah. That is a great transgres-
sion and such people are indeed unjust. The Holy Prophet™" is being told to
inform them that ..llah always pronounces the truth and the very thought of
falsehood is beyond imagination. And the Quran is Allah’s Word and is noth-



ing but the truth and obedience to it is Prophet Ibrihim™ s Millat. Millat
stands for total conformity to someone, with sincerity. This is why it is never
associated 1o Allah but with the Prophets, for example, Millat-e Miisa™, Mil-
lat-e “1sa™ and Millat-e Muhammad™"*

The Holy Prophet™" is the leader of all Prophets™ and not subordinate to

anyone. He himself conveyed the most comprehensive Shari‘ah to the entire
mankind for all ages to come.

Millat-e Ibrahimi

This term here refers 1o the spirit with which Prophet Ibrahim™ obeyed Allah
all his life. So it is being enjoined to obey Allah in the same manner as that
was also Islam and this too is Islam. This is why the Command is to adopt
Millat-e-Ibrahimi, (the way of Prophet Ibrihim™) and not to follow Prophet
Ibrahim™ himself as obedience now will only be to the Holy Prophet™*

The word Hanifa means that Prophet [brahim™ had devoted himself to the
One and only Allah, dedicating his entire life to the pursuit of His Pleasure.
He certainly was not amongst the idolaters 1o associate any partners with
Allah nor did any of his likes or desires impeded obedience.

Indeed the first House ... Allah is Independent of everything in the universe.

The very first Sanctuary, which was constructed for the entire mankind, was
the House of Allah. According to some scholars it is also the first ever house
built on the globe. When Prophet Adam™ landed on earth, the angels indi-
cated the site for K*abah on which it was constructed, until later demolished
by Prophet Nith™"’s Deluge. It was raised on the same foundations once again
by Prophet Ibrihim™ and later reconstructed by Jirham tribe and then by the
*Amaligah on the same foundations.

With the passage of time, the building became dilapidated and the Quraish re-
built it in the early period of the Holy Prophet™™'s life. He participation in the
construction and installation of Hajar-e Aswad, averting a major conflict
among the Quraish, is a well-known event. The Quraish made some modifica-
tions in the construction. Firstly, they left out some space from the original
foundation laid by Prophet Ibrahim™, known as Hafim. The reason for leaving
it uncovered being an announcement by the Quraish, that the money to be
spent on the reconstruction of K*abah must be lawful and pure. Hence the
funds raised from the entire city of Makkah were not enough for the comple-
tion of the project. It was therefore, decided that some space be left uncovered.

If only the Muslims of today could leamn a lesson from those idolaters, regard-
ing the construction of mosques! Here donations for building mosques are col-
lected and used even from the brothels.



The second change made by the Quraish was the closure of the rear exit per-
manently. The original design had two doors, one for entry at the front and the
other exactly opposite to it at the back for exit. Lastly they raised the entrance

door much above the ground level so as to deny easy access to public and to
control the entry into the K*abah.

Later, Hadhrat *Abdullah ibn Zubair, during his reign in Makkah, rebuilt the
K ‘abah exactly on the foundations laid by Prophet Ibrahim™. He was inspired
to do so by a wish that the Holy Prophet™" had expressed to his beloved wife
Hadhrat ‘A ‘ishah shortly before his eternal journey: “ | would really like to
demolish the existing construction of the K*abah and rebuilt it on the founda-
tions laid by Prophet Ibrahim™, but | am afraid it might cause misunderstand-
ings for the ignorant and the newly converted Muslims”.

Therefore, ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair fulfilled the desire of the Holy Prophet™*,
But when Hajjaj) bin Yusuf conquered Makkah during the reign of the Mar-
wans he demolished the construction done by Hadhrat *Abdullah ibn Zubair
who had fallen martyr. He reconstructed it according the same pattern as the
Quraish, which exists today. Although Walid bin *Abdul Malik bin Marwan
himself wanted it to be reconstructed on the foundations laid by Prophet Ibra-
him™ and felt that Hajjaj had erred, but Imam Malik bin Ans gave a verdict
against the demolition. He said that repeated make and break exercises would
encourage the future rulers to do the same. So it was to be left as it was. The
entire Ummah accepted this verdict.

The same construction stands today. Only maintenance and repair work con-
tinues. The interior columns and the ceiling are made of the very same wood
obtained by dismantling a ship, which the Quraish had bought at Jeddah. The
Holy Prophet™" had participated in the construction of the K*abah, (I too have
a piece of that wood which the craftsmen had thrown away during the repair
work and-a friend picked up and presented it to me).

According to some reports, residential abodes may have existed before K*abah
but it was the first Sanctuary for worship for the entire mankind. And it 1s also
reported that the site for K‘abah was the first to appear in the form of surf over
the surface of water and then from it was spread out the vast expanse of the
earth. Hadhrat Abii Zar Ghaffari once asked the Holy Prophet™" about the
first ever mosque established on the globe. He replied that it was Masjid-al-
Hardm (the Sacred Mosque), followed by Bait al-Maqdas after a period of
forty years. This report proves that Bait al-Maqdas too was built by Prophet
Ibrahim™ and later reconstructed by Prophet Sulaiman™ on the same founda-
tions.



The phrase “appointed for mankind” indicates that the K'abah has always
stood as a centre for mankind and every nation held this Sanctuary in venera-
tion. *Allama Samhiidi has recounted amazing incidents in his book Wafa-al-
Wafa, which may be referred to for details.

There is a certain element of awe in the cubicle of K*abah, which captivates
the hearts. Its Barakah, both intrinsic and extrinsic, cannot be encompassed
completely. A city engulfed by a barren sandy desernt hosts an unlimited num-
ber of people. lts affectionate and hospitable lap welcomes every Muslim
round the year and especially during Hajj, it accommodates millions of people
simultaneously. And not a single guest has ever gone hungry or without lodg-
ing nor has ever expenienced the shortage of any commodity in the markets.
Vegetables, fruits, voghurt and even buttermilk are available at all times.
Never has there been a shortfall in the supply of animals to the pilgrims, al-
though some may sacrifice animals in hundreds while each offers at least one.

The intrinsic aspect of its Barakah cannot possibly be estimated. One Salat of-
fered in K*abah equals one hundred thousand Salat offered elsewhere; and one
dime spent in charity stands equal to spending one hundred thousand dimes, in
terms of merit. Its Hajj, according to a well-known saying of the Holy Prophet’
¥ completely cleanses a person of all sins, rendering him like a newly born
baby. K*abah not only gives the hearts ecstasy but also enlightens them; and
the heart of a believer eagerly tumns to it.

Although the building was demolished by the Deluge yet the Prophets™,
through time, upmﬂrdeMunufﬂmrpwpt:byDiumusl'mu,al-
ways headed for this Sanctuary. They lived and died here and the blowing
winds would bury them under the dust. According to a saying of the Holy
Prophet™": “Every Prophet™ whose nation suffered destruction moved to
K*abah, and engaged in His worship until death” (Kashf al-Asrar).

The accomplished Shaikh Hadhrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan writes in his As-
rar al-Haramain (Secrets of the Holy Lands) that beneath the Mutaf alone are
buried ninety-nine Prophets™. There must be many more laid 1o eternal rest
outside the Mutaf. Moreover, an exalted worship as the Hajj is also associated
with K*abah. The intrinsic beneficence of the K*abah has been highlighted in
Al-Bagarah, and can be referred to there.

K'abah is the fountainhead of eternal success and ¢mancipation. Its Barakah
are for all worlds and not only for the mankind. This is because the Divine
Refulgence, associated with this Sanctuary, is the source of existence for all
the creation below the *Arsh. Rather, every creation beneath the “Alam-¢ Amr
survives because of this. Once it is demolished and the worship ceases, Yaum-



al-Qiyamah will commence and the earth will be jolted to complete disorder,
as foretold by the Holy Prophet™*.

The “Arsh located nether to ‘Alam-e-Amr will only remain intact because it is
also the seat for the descent of Allah’s Personal Refulgence. Similarly Para-
dise is a manifestation of His Mercy and Hell of His Wrath. These are the
manifestations of Divine Attributes and Spirit is directly related to ‘Alam-e-
Amr. Therefore, all the centres of Divine refulgence as well as those associ-
ated with “*Alam-e¢ Amr will remain intact. This also includes the blessed bod-
ies of those fortunate souls who had attained the Personal Divine Lights and
earmed salvation.

Reason for the Preservation of Bodies

Therefore, the sacred bodies of the Prophets™, and of those noble people who,
through their Prophets™ managed to transform their Qulub into receiving cen-
tres of Divine Refulgence will remain intact. These, for instance, are the Com-
panions ™, the Shuhada’ and the Aulia.

The literal meaning of Barakah is a lake surrounded by many ,valleys where-
from the water flows into it. Tafsir-e Kabir gives an amazing analogy about
the Barakah of the K*abah. If K*abah is thought of as a central point, and the
people tuming to it imagined in circles around it, countless circles will be
there all over the world. It is beyond doubt that many amongst them will be
great men holding high spiritual status, with gifted and enlightened hearts.
When these exalted souls focus their attention on the Reality of K*abah with
their bodies focusing on the physical cubicle, the hearts of those present in
K*abah will immensely benefit from the Divine Lights and Refulgence de-
scending because of the spiritual attention of these exalted ones. Certainly
everyone present will benefit and receive Light in proportion to his capacity.
In the same way those not physically present will also benefit. Besides other
advar.iages of congregational Salat this aspect must also be remembered of
this blessed Sanctuary: the author of Tafsir Kabir states that it is indeed a vast
ocean of Barakah, and a blessed place.

In it are Signs manifest ... Allah is Independent of everything in the Universe.
The Barakah of K'abah

Amony these clear Signs and Barakah of the K*abah, is peace against any fear.
Since the day of its establishment, Allah has blessed the K‘abah and because
of it the Makkans, with protection against any enemy invasion. Ibraha’s inva-
ston on Makkah is a well-known event when Allah decimated his army of ele-

phants by a swarm of swallows. Another sign of K'abah's glory is that no bird
flies over it. And also the throwing of pebbles by the pilgrims at the Jamrat



(the symbolic pillars at the sites of the Satan’s appearance to deter Prophet
Ibrahim™ from sacrificing his son); are said to be picked up by the angels. Ex-
cept the pebbles of those whose Hajj Allah does not accept. This is why it is
forbidden to pick up pebbles from there for reuse as these indicate rejection by
Allah

This indeed is a great miracle in itself that neither the Administration removes
the pebbles nor the public, and saving a few all other disappear. If these were
to remain at the site they would accumulate to form a mountain in a single day.
It is said that the Administration now a days arranges for the removal of these
pebbles; probably because the Hajj is now undertaken by many as a picnic,
without paying any heed even 1o its basic rites. Certainly the pebbles of such
pilgrims will have to be removed by the Administration.

- Similarly the water spring Zam Zam, the Hatim, the hillocks of Safa and
Marwa; indeed every single atom related to the Sacred Precincts contains
signs of the Divinity of Allah as well as the integrity of the Holy Prophet™*.
And one of the greatest symbols is Magam-e Ibrghim. This is the stone that
bears the footprints of Prophet Ibrahim™. According to a report he stood on
this stone while constructing the K'abah, which would rise by itself as the
walls were raised. Prophet Isma™1™ would supply stones and mud while his
father buiit the cubicle whose feet sank ankle deep into the rock. This in itself
is an amazing symbol that a hard stone turns so malleable as to take the noble
footprints and then re-hardens to its original state.

Keeping this stone preserved to-date at its place is again a proof of Allah’s
Magnificence. Neither the vicissitudes of time, nor enemies like the Jews, the
Christians, or the idolaters could destroy this stone. Preserved in a glass casing
it is displayed to-date close to the K'abah.

Another grandeur of K abah is the security it provides to whoever enters the
Sacred Precincts, whereas the real beneficence achieved is the protection from
Allah’s Wrath. But even in the physical sense everything within the Sacred
Precincts is safe so much so that even the hunting animals spare their prey if it
enters therein. According to Shari‘ah, none will be killed or persecuted within
it’s limits. Even if a convict enters the Sacred Precincts, he should be forced to
come out by cutting off his food supply but neither be seized nor punished in-
side. Allah has instilled the greatest reverence for K'abah in every heart
throughout the ages.

History reveals that during the era of Ignorance, the pagans also upheld the
sanctity of the K*abah; they abstained from indulging in any scuffle therein
and considered any violation a very serious matter. Even the Holy Prophet™*
at the conquest of Makkah, was allowed to fight within its limits only for a



few hours in order to purify it for all times to come, after which the sanctity
was restored. Whenever someone violated its sanctity, whether for political or
Governmental motives like Hajjaj bin Yusuf, it was declared unlawful and a

grave sin by consensus of the Ummah. Even Hajjaj bin Yusuf hmtself believed
it to be a wrong act.

Also amongst the merits of K"abah is its Hajj. Allah has enjoined it upon the
Muslims, subject to their capacity, which means that a pilgrim must be physi-
cally fit and financially sound to undertake the | journey. At the same time he
must have enough money to leave behind for the maintenance of his depend-

ants. Those who are handicapped are also exempted from Haijj unless they can
afford to take an attendant along. Similarly a woman who is not accompanied
by a Mahram shall be exempt because it is nol permissible for a woman to
travel without him. Whether he accompanies her on her expense or his own, is
immatenal. The literal meaning of Hajj is to resolve, whereas its details in
terms of Shari*ah are given in the Quran as well as in the teachings of the Holy
Prophet ™, such as stay in Ming, *Arafat and Muzdalifah etc.

If anyone, inspite of all the guidance, denies Hajj just as the non-believers do,
he must know that Allah is without want and that Hajj is for the welfare of the
pilgnms themselves. The one, who denies Hajj as an obligation, is indeed a
non-believer. However, if a Muslim fails to perform this duty inspite of having
the resources, it will be considered as an act of infidelity save a genuine ex-
cuse for instance, denial of permission by the Government, sickness etc, Ac-
cording to Caliph ‘Umar Fariiq™": “I want to assign someone to detect people
who inspite of being affluent fail to perform Hajj so that | may levy tax on
them as payable by non-Muslims.™

It must, however, be remembered that Hayj is an obligation to be fulfilled only
once in a lifetime. Those who undertake this journey every year should better
donate that money for propagation of Islam or helping the handicapped Mus-
lims.

Say: " People of the Book! ... And Allah is not unaware of what you do.

The K*abah and its sublimity, the Hajj and its rites and blessings provide am-
ple evidence that this House of Allah had always been held in high esteem and
awe. However, no one was acquainted with the correct way of worship nor
had any idea of its Barakah. The worship of Hajj did exist but mainly com-
prised man-made innovations so much so that people went round the K'abah
naked, they danced, clapped and whistled around. Amidst this darkness, the
revelation of the truth to the Holy Prophet™™ conceming the K‘abah, its Bara-
kah and the complete code of worship, with the evidence already present in
their Books, became by itself a strong proof.



The Holy Prophet™" is called upon to ask the People of the Book as to why do
they disbelieve after such clear proofs? For they must remember that Allah
Himself is a witness to their actions. Whereas the correct course of action for
them was 1o believe instead of creating hurdles and fabricating all sorts of
excuses to distort the facts in order to mislead others. They must beware that
Allah is well Aware of what they do.

O you who believe! ... been guided unto a path that is straight.

These two Ayat address the Muslims that if the People of the Book do not re-
frain from malefaction, they should be simply ignored because they will try
their best to win them back to disbelief. The Muslims have been fortunate
enough to have been blessed with comprehensive means of negating disbelief
for the Divine Revelations are read out to them, which ward off infidelity and
darkness.

Prophethood itseif is a Great Evidence

The greatest blessing for the believers is the presence of Allah’s Prophet™™
amongst them who is a constant deterrent to disbelief and a source of spread-
ing the truth. He is the one who recites the Ayit of the Quriin, revealed unto
his most sacred Qalb, and also conveys the meanings thereof.

It is only befitting for the Holy Prophet™™" to expound the meanings of what
has been revealed to him for the mankind. It is this interpretation of the Quran,
given by the Holy Prophet™", which is known as Hadith. It is obvious that
when he has been assigned the duty of interpreting the Qurén, no one else can
do so. Otherwise, his very raising would be superfluous, a notion altogether
absurd. .

Protection of Hadith

The Divine Protection is not confined to the text of Qurén but also to its mean-
ings and interpretations given by the Holy Prophet™", where there is a greater
need for it. This is why the great task of protection of Hadith has been com-
pleted, not possible otherwise, without Allah’s patronage. Seventeen branches
of leaming were created to ensure the preservation of Hadith in its pristine pu-
rity. The great encyclopaedia Asmi’ ar-Rijil compiled by the great Muslim
scholars has no parallel in human history. It discusses at length each and every
reporter of the Holy Prophet™ s sayings; his origin, his character traits, his
life style, his reputation, his integrity as well as the period he lived in thereby
screening out every evil attempt of the non-believers to adulterate the collec-
tion. Many outstanding scholars devoted their entire lives to this classical
work. If today someone asserts that the Hadith cannot be trusted, he must



know that the sources proving the validity of the Qurin and Hadith are the
same.

“Allah’s Messenger is amongst you™ refers not only to his physical being, nor
only to his blessed Spirit but the term comprehensively refers to a personage,
body and Spirit together, which will remain permanently in the same state,
whether he lives in this world or is stationed in Barzakh. Now if his physical
existence in Barzakh is to be negated, it will automatically imply that the no-
ble Spirit has vacated the sacred body. And since Messengership and
Prophethood are attributes of the Spirit therefore, those oo are gone, hence the
Barakah associated with the Prophet’s being are no longer there. If this is to be
believed then there remains no deterrence to disbelief and thus not a single
person can possibly remain steadfast on Islam in the world. Hence those who
deny the physical life of the Prophet in Barzakh must beware of these facts.

Qurén 1s not a collection of parables, rather its revelation was complemented
with special fervent feelings. The custodian of these feelings is the Holy
Prophet™" for all times to come. In his lifetime, anyone who embraced Islam
and came physically close was elated to the status of a Companion™". Now if
the physical life in Barzakh is denied, the Barakah of Prophethood would not
be there. Consequently no one would enjoy faith, let alone Wilayah.

And anyone, who holds firmly onto Allah and develops a close relationship
with the Holy Prophet™* by way of obedience, in a manner that all his actions
are in accordance with His Command, it is as if he has given hand into Allah's
hands. He now controls all his movements. This is the state of a person
blessed with Divine Guidance and the capacity to move on the right path,
which is the very purpose of creation,

The following section highlights further the Barakah of the Holy Prophet™*, It
must be remembered that anyone who embraces Islam today receives the same
Barakah, which were received by those on his raising, who believed. Except
for the fact that no one can acquire Companionship now because the Holy
Prophet™" has moved away to a different world, but certainly not, because
Allah forbid, he does not live anymore. Had it been so then no one could have
even believed, as the factor of “Messenger being amidst you" would have
been lost.

Syed ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Dabagh writes that a ray of light from the sacred heart of
the Holy Prophet™" connects the Qalb of every believer. This connection con-
tinues to be strengthened by adherence to his Sunnah, to an extent that it may
even assume the volume of a canal or a river. On the other hand it weakens 10
a level that it may disconnect altogether. A person so disconnected ends up in



apostasy. Sadly enough, numerous cases of such disconnection can be seen all

around us today.
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The Secrets of Revelation

O you who believe! Fear Allah ... so that you may find guidance

O believers! When you have been blessed with so many means of guidance,
fear Allah as He should be feared. Taqwa does not really refer to the com-
monly understood fear, but is a fear of disconnection of that relationship with
Allah, which has been attained through the Holy Prophet™". Besides the
teachings of the Holy Prophet™", the feelings also form part of his Barakah
that led to the change of hearts, temperaments, desires and priorities. As a re-
sult practising Din became a second nature for them and sin rendered totally
repulsive. So these blessings must be carefully preserved and must never be
lost. Most of the commentators have quoted a Hadith giving essence of
Tagwa: Tagwa demands that: “(a believer) must submit, and never disobey; do
Zikr and never forget; be grateful and never be an ingrate.”

Gratitude itself is a form of Zikr. Constant Zikr can only be achieved through
Zikr-e-Qalbi and not through Zikr-e-Lisani. The former is the spiritual benefi-
cence and Barakah, which 1s attained by mankind in the august company of
the Holy Prophet™". When Zikr initiates Qalb, the limbs abstain from Allah’s
disobedience. In case of an error, peculiar to human beings, the heart feels the
pangs and the person immediately reverts 1o Allah, repentant. So one must try



to attain these feelings and live with an enlightened heart until the jast moment
of his life.

Tagwa, Rewards and Levels

The rewards of Taqwa have various levels. The first level is to refrain from
disbelief and polytheism, without which one cannot become a Muslim. The
second level is to guard against sin, which is desirable. The third and the most
exalted level is enjoyed by the Prophets™ or by their chosen deputies, the
Aulia. This is to dedicate the heart purely to Allah and to keep it alive by per-
petual Zikr, a state bestowed on the former by Allah and attained by the latter
through total adherence to the Prophets™. A Muslim must strive for the high-
est level of Taqwa till he dies. In other words, one must try not only to remain
steadfast on faith but also endeavour to obey the Holy Prophet™™ till the last
breath. And it is a Divine Command to all Muslims, to hold on together firmly
to His Cord.

How is Unity Possible?

Do not dispute, for unity is possible only over the Word of Allah. Although
groups all over the world talk about unity, but the number of disputes and dif-
ferences continues to rise. The reason is that the majority cannot agree on the
ideas of a few people, for after all they are also human beings having their
own views. Every person or group invites the rest to agree with their system,
while unanimous agreement is only possible over Divine Guidance and Book. -
Not only is this possible but indeed it is most appropriate and conducive to
human temperament.

The Jews and the Christians or other false religions also claim to possess the
Divine Guidance. And it is an established fact that they cannot present anyone
like the Holy Prophet™" nor anything similar to the Quriin. An impartial ob-
server will certainly find Islam to be the only beacon of guidance.

And for the Muslims, ﬁmmmmmmmnfmmyd:halumﬂmhne
confessed Unity and have pledged their obedience to the Holy Prophet™*

They should hold on firmly to the Quran, termed as Allah’s Cord. According
to some Ahadith, the group comprising the Companions™ of the Holy
Prophet™", is also called as the Divine Cord as narrated by Hadhrat Ibn
Mas'*iid and some other Companions ™. However, if anyone tries to impose

his own opinion in the interpretation of the Qurin, there can be no consensus
because no one is competent to interpret the Qurén save the Holy Prophet™".
Interpreting the Quran is part of the assignment of the Prophethood. The es-
sence of unity is to unite according to Allah's Book as interpreted by His
Prophet ™™ and this is the only way to make it possible. Otherwise there will



be discord, forbidden by Allah. He bids, “do not separate like the Jews and
the Chnistians in matters of your Din."

According to the Holy Prophet™", the Jews and Christians had split into sev-

enty-two sects while his Ummah would split into seventy-three and all would
be Hell bound except one. The Companions™ inquired: “O Prophet of Allah!
Whe will be that fortunate group?” The Holy Prophet™" replied that they
would be the people on his path and the path of his Companions™*“

Number of Sects

Tafsir-e Qartabi has listed seventy-two sects, originating from basic six;
namely the Harunivah, Qudnayah, Jahmivah, Marjiah, Rafidhiah and Jabrivah.
Each sect has twelve offshoots making a total of seventy-two. Take note that
the deniers of retribution in the grave form part of these sects. Details may be
seen in Tafsir-e Qartabi, vol. IV p.p. 141-163,

Now coming to the point whether at all any form of disagreement is permissi-
ble? The one based on personal desire, in fact, is deplorable. But if the Mus-
lims, owing to their intellectual capabilities, differ only in minor details while
Mmm%ﬁnﬂmhﬂngiuimmugimbyﬂtHuly
Prophet™", it is a desirable act. Such differences have been declared as a
bimtnginﬂwUnmuhbyﬂuHulmeﬂm ; the same type of differences
existed among the Companions™ ﬂuTahn‘handﬂu;mmmdmrm
tive eras.

Allah reminds the believers of His Bounties and Favours at the time when
they were foes to one another. The very first addressees of the Qurén are the
Companions ™, followed by rest of the mankind. The pre-Islamic Arabia was
torn apart by tribal conflicts, including the two Ansar tribes of Aus and Khaz-
raj who had been at war for over a century.

These Ayit were revealed when a Jew named Shams bin Qais could not bear
o see the Muslims of Aus and Khazraj united, out of sheer spite. He moti-
vated a youth to sit with them and talk about the wars they had fought in the
past, and to recite odes written about those wars. This plan worked and both
sides took the bait, raised war cries and drew the arms. The Holy Prophet™*
rushed to the scene with a group of Companions™" and intervened: “Are you
tuming back to ignorance even though Allah has inspired affection in your
hearts and | am present amongst you?” Everyone dropped the weapons and
embraced one another crying and went along the Holy Prophet™*

Besides, every inch of Arabia was under the thick clouds of war and unrest.
The honour and property of none was secure. People killed one another for
one morsel of bread. In this darkness, the Holy Prophet™" came as a saviour



and filled the hearts with love and affection. The bandits wmed into benign
guardians and the burglars into best judges. The atmosphere changed com-
pletely, and the scattered and the divided Arabs united into a lead-filled wall
of Islam. They rose with the Message of Allah and spread it the world over.
The hardships experienced by one, brought sorrow to all, and they defended
one another by taking the blow on their own bodies. The world witnessed a
unique hue of love when on a battlefield a soldier on the throes of death was
offered water but he requested that it be served to his fellow wounded solider
first.

This love and affection, this spirit of sacrifice for others was indeed a great fa-
vour emanating from the Barakah of the Holy Prophet™"*, which made the be-
lievers as brothers to one another. Outside Arabia, the conditions were not any
better. Human beings were busy killing one another. The Message of Islam in-
duced love and tolerance wherever it reached. Even today the sincerity and
true love originates only from Islam; while lip service, formality and deception
rules the world. No one is 2 well-wisher of the other. Amongst the Muslims all
those whose words are not supported by their hearts have stem temperaments
while those enlightened with Allah’s Zikr are very sincere and affectionate
because their love is above vested interests and is purely for Allah. All other
forms of love are motivated by some benefit. Once the purpose is achieved the
love wanes away, otherwise it tums into enmity. And where hearts are bound
together for Allah, no upheaval of time can cause dissension.

Barakah of First Two Caliphs Era

The Barakah of the era of the Holy Prophet™" continued to prevail in the pe-
riod of Shaikhain (the first two Caliphs) This is why their caliphate is called,
“Ala Minha; un-Nabuwwah (on path of the Prophethood).

The first six years of Hadhrat ‘Uthman™"s (the third Caliph) regime were at-
tended by similar Barakah, whence the conflicts made their inroads. The in-
trigues like Ibn-e Saba’s rose and their conspiracies did not even let Hadhrat
*Ali, the fourth Caliph, live in peace. Maulana Syed Manazir Ahsan Gilani has
discussed these events in detail in his Tadwin-e Hadith” (p 460) and may be
seen there.

And O people you were on the brink of an abyss of fire. And only death stood
between you and Hell. Allah saved you from it. This too was the Barakah of
Allah’s Prophet, who has been a source of guidance for His creation and those
who were blessed by his company became instrumental in saving mankind
from the punishments of Akhirah. The strayed became the guides for others, a
glance turned the dead into messiahs (healers)



The great Companions™ proved their devotion so truly, that following in
their footsteps, was itself declared as adherence to the Holy Prophet™™. And
Allah’s Book gives mankind a yardstick forever when it says: “And those who
nobly followed them (9:100)", that is, anyone who from the depths of his heart
will follow both the Muhijirin (the migrants from Makkah) and Ansar will at-
tain Allah's Pleasure. Alongwith this he will also win the rewards of the Akhi-
rah, as well as his share of the Barakah of the Holy Prophet™*.

Characteristics of Shaikh

The above Ayat have a message for the seekers of the truth. They must choose
such a person as their Shaikh in whose company they get motivated to obey
the Holy Prophet™" as well as his Companions ™", which again is just another
form of his obedience. The Shaikh must not be a person who leads to Bid'ah.
May Allah save us from the company of the latter!

Allah makes it easy for the people to follow the path of guidance by revealing
clear reasoning whereby anyone who contemplates, putting his bias aside, can
get to the truth,

And let there be out of you a group ... whom there is a grave punishment

When Allah commanded the Muslims to hold strongly on to His Cord, He
also made sure that their hold is not weakened at any time by enjoining that
there must always be a group of believers, who invite people to goodness. Ac-
cording to Hadith, goodness means following the Qurén and the Sunnah.

A Muslim who practises piety and abstains from evil should also bid other fel-
low Muslims to do the same. He should pray for their betterment and must
never be sarcastic in his attitude. This is the general rule of reformation and
has been enjoined upon every Muslim. Since the capacity of each individual
varies, everyone is responsible commensurate 1o his capacity. To start with, he
must be fully aware of what is good and bad, failing which there will be a pos-
sibility of greater damage than any good. The ignorant deliver sermons today
recounting baseless fables thus creating confusions.

It is important to gain correct information about something before telling it to
others. For obligations, it will be compulsory for all to command others to ful-
fil these and to abstain from evil. For instance, offering Salat five times a day
is obligatory and it will be obligatory on every Muslim to urge the delinquents
to fulfil this duty. The voluntary Saldt are Mustahib (meritorious), hence tell-
ing someone to offer these will be a Mustahib act, and should be done gently.”
For obligations however, a gentle approach in the beginning can be extended
to the use of force to a certain limit in case of non-compliance. But not like to-
day when obligations are being neglected and Mustahib matters are being



made a vardstick for Islam and infidelity. Besides, this responsibility will be
incumbent when there is a cause for it. It is not proper to unnecessarily probe
into the activities of people, as it is the responsibility of the Islamic State to
keep an eye on its subjects and punish the guilty.

Uptil here the Muslims as a whole were being discussed. At the same time, it
is enjoined that there must always be a group amongst the Muslims dedicated
to the cause of inviting people to goodness and forbidding evil. It is important
that the members of this group have adequate knowledge of Qurdn and Hadith
and adopt proper way of propagation. Such a group shall thus absolve other
Muslims from this collective obligation. The efforts by this group will be con-
tinuous even if they do not witness any violation, or there is no occasion for it,
for example, educating people about Fasting even if it is not the month of
Ramadhan. Similarly, inviting the non-believers to Islam and Muslims to obe-
dience and submission of Allah shall be invitation to goodness. It is the re-
sponsibility of an Islamic State to form such a group failing which it will be
imperative for all Muslims to do so and this will be indicative of a nation’s vi-
tality.

Although anyone conveying one word of goodness to another is contributing
proportionately to this cause yet the perfect example of such a group were the
Companions™. They were the true source of dissipating this fragrance into
the orchard of humanity like the zephyr. And then are those noble souls who
dedicated their lives to the attainment of Allah’s neamness. They undertook
long journeys in acquiring and imparting knowledge; spent their nights in
Allah's Zikr and reformation of mankind. Together with the knowledge of Din
they enlightened their hearts in the company of accomplished saints,
themselves practised righteousness, conveyed the Message to mankind and
spread the light of Divine Guidance. They were the group of Sufis who
diverted kingdoms from falsehood, making them seekers of the truth.

Sadly enough, today instead of benefiting spiritually from these accomplished
souls, the ignorant accuse them of disbelief. Right from Imam Hassan Basri to
the contemporary Aulia, none has been spared including the illustrious family
of Shah Wali Ullah Dehlvi and the erudite from Deoband. Neither the pious
precursors nor those coming later have been given their due regard. | wonder
how will such people escape the Wrath of Allah who indulge in slander of this
sacred group. May Allah keep Muslims steadfast on the straight path of guid-
ance!

And be not like those who differed even after receiving clear signs that is the
People of the Book who, inspite of all the information and marks of identifica-
tions of the Holy Prophet™" in their own Books took to deliberate opposition.



They not only opposed the Holy Prophet™* but also treated their own religion
in-the same way. They ignored the clear evidence and followed their vain de-
sires, indulged in superstition and thus ruined their Din and earned disgrace in
both worlds.

The crux of the preceding Ayat is that the central point of unity is holding onto
the Cord of Allah and not the individual opinions. This unity transforms the
entire nation into a single unit. Disputes and disunity ruined the preceding na-
tions and will bear the same fruit today. Here it must be remembered that the
fundamentals of Din are always clear and well defined leaving absolutely no
room for any dispute. As for the offshoots, there is no clash in them either, if
viewed impartially.

Ijtehad and its Conditions

Yet in certain matters not clearly and categorically explained in the Qurin, it is
permissible to opt for one of the altemative courses of action through ljtehad,
with the hope that the choice made is correct, though the possibility of an error
i1s there and it may well be that the other alternative is correct. This is proved
by Hadith, which speaks of two rewards for the Mujtahid if he is right and
only one if he errs, leaving the decision to Allah. Besides, no Muitahid or his
follower considers the other Mujtahid or his follower to be erroneous, because
neither of the sides are wrongful.

Today’s common practice of labelling the other as non-believer, amidst heated
arguments and clashes over trifles, is certainly not Ijtehad, which calls for
complete knowledge of Qurén and the Sunnah and all the connected sciences
as well as a definite command over Arabic. It also demands a comprehensive
knowledge of opinions of the Companions ™" and their eamnest followers, be-
sides a total adherence to the Sunnah in practical life. It is certainly not appro-
priate for quasi scholars to opine over matters that even the Muijtahidin did not
touch, nor attempted an interpretation.

On the Day when some faces will shine ... To Allah are all matters returned
Faith and its Effects

Faith is a light generated in the Qalb while disbelief is the darkness that over
shadows it. The source of faith is the sacred bosom of the Holy Prophet™*
from which the light flows into the heart of each and every Muslim. Obedi-
ence and adherence to the Holy Prophet™" increases this flow and in some
hearts it flows like a canal or a river. On the contrary, disbelief being darkness
every action of a non-believer, devoid of obedience, draws greater darkness.
Thus layers of darkness, increase the density.



The light generated by obedience not only reinforces the light in the Qalb but
also affects the environment, which too is illuminated. That is why the
superiority of such people is explained in Hadith, who are a living reminder of
Allah. On the other hand, the darkness spread by a non-believer or a
wrongdoer affects his own heart as well as pollutes the entire atmosphere
around him, And when it attains a certain level it invokes Allah's Wrath,
which not only engulfs humans but the entire surrounding. Mark that Allah
punished the preceding nations because of their malefaction; but the entire
environment was devastated as a result.

On the Day of Judgement the light or darkness of the hearts will be seen on
the faces because that is the Day of exposure of deeds. And then will be asked
the reason for tumning back to disbelief after belief. The author of Behr-e Mu-
hit says that this question will be by way of reproach and amazement. If it is
assumed to be directed at the non-believers, it will refer to breakage of the
Covenant by them during their worldly life, wherein they took to disbelief
And if it is directed 1o the Jews and Christian the premise will be that they be-
lieved in Torah and Bible as well as in the Holy Prophet™ whose advent was
foretold in their Books, together with his qualities. But when he was raised,
why did they refuse to believe in him? If the question is directed at the innova-
tors it will refer to those who lose their faith because of their innovations like
the sects discussed in the preceding pages. And if it is at the hypocrites, it will
refer to their apparent faith and inner disbelief. They will face the conse-
quences of their misdeeds because Allah does not punish anyone without a
reason and it is the people who eamn their punishments Alas! If only the efforts
exeried for admission into Fire are diverted 1o the attainment of His nearness!

Remember that those with illuminated faces will forever dwell in Paradise, a
manifestation of Divine Mercy, and will never be expelled. Mankind has been
blessed so'much that they cannot adequately thank Him, neither can their wor-
ships attain Paradise without His Mercy. Moreover the capacity to worship
and the sincerity therein, itself, is by His Grace. The epitome of His Mercy is
that whereas the residence in Paradise is permanent, the condemnation to Hell
is not, except for the non-believers. Even if a believer is condemned to Hell
for his misdeeds he shall be eventually emancipated and admitted into Para-
dise.

These Ayat are from Allah, comprising clear evidence revealed to the Holy
Prophet ™™ so that mankind may receive guidance from him, for he is truth and
veracity personified.

Allah does not like to be unfair to anyone. According to Hadith, a believer is
rewarded for his good de~ds both in this world and in the Hereafter. And if a



non-believer does a noble act, which, of course, he is not doing for Allah, he
shall not qualify for reward in the Hereafter but will surely be rewarded in this
world. Allah is indeed Just. He is the Master of His Own free will and the
Owner of every thing that lies in the heavens and the earth. No one dare object
to the exercise of His Will. But His Justice and His Wisdom is such that it
leaves no one deprived and His Mercy is extended to all unless a person de-
prives himself at his own. Besides, all matters return to Him. The ultimate de-
cision of all affairs lies in His Domain and none save Him has the real author-

ity.

Section

110. You are the best community,

112.

which has been sent for mankind:
you enjoin good and forbid evil,
and you believe in Allah. Now, if
the People of the Book had be-
lieved, it would have been better
for them: among them, there are
some who believe but most of
them are Fasiqin.

They can do you no harm, except
a light hurt. And if they fight you,
they will show you their backs,
then they will not be helped.

Stuck upon them is ignominy,
wherever they might be, except
when under a Covenant from
Allah and from men, and they
have eamed Allah’s
Condemnation. And fixed upon
them is humiliation. That is
because they persistently dented
Allah’s Ayat, and slew the
Prophets without nght. That is
because they disobeyed and have
been transgressing.
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115.

116.

117.

118.

Not all of them are alike. Of the
People of the Book there is an up-
right who recites Allah's Ayit all
night long and does Sajdah too.

They believe in Allah and the
Last Day, and enjoin good and
forbid evil and hasten in good
works: and they are among the
righteous.

And they will not be denied what-
ever good they do, for Allah is
Aware of the pious.

Surely, those who disbelieve, nei-
ther their worldly possessions nor
their children will, in the least,
avail them against Allah. They
will be dwellers of the Fire;
therein shall they abide forever.

The parable of what they spend in
the life of this world is that of an
icy wind which strikes and de-
stroys the harvest of people who
have wronged their own soéuls: it
is not Allah Who has wronged
them, but it is they who wrong
themselves.

O you who believe! Do not take
into your intimacy anyone outside
yourselves. They spare no effort
to corrupt vou. Thev love that
which distresses you. Venom has
already appeared from their
mouths, but what their hearts con-
ceal is much worse. Surely, We
have expounded the Avat for you,
if you have wisdom.
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119. Lo! It is you, who love them, but| 7 # - 2z 224g7-% 2%
they love you not; and you believe VC::f : :ﬁ .
in all the revelation. And when \_;1;,\31_,[';.\.\_,513;5,13\51_,‘5-3251
they meet you, they assert, “We
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bite their fingers in rage against 20 Ay
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you. Say: “Perish in your rage. Al- @3)-‘#‘11&‘ -"f"“ t'-“" r,(L_-.;
Izh is Knower of what is in the
breasts”.
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if you adopt patience and Taqwa,
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Surely Allah encompasses all that oo ZZ
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The Secrets of Revelation

You are the best community ... but most of them are Fasigin

Muslims are the best of nations; the Holy Prophet™" is the best amongst the
Messengers™ and the Quriin is the most superior amongst the Divine Books.
They are the people who enjoy a connection with the Holy Prophet™" and be-
cause of the Barakah of this connection they have been honoured with under-
standing of the Quran. This has led to Allah's declaration “ I have completed
My favours unto you,” so Muslims are certainly the best of people.

The “completion of favours” is such an endorsement that to determine its
scope is beyond human power. To be blessed with Divine Favours itself is in-
deed something great, but to be able to dispense it to others generously is even
greater. And you the believers are sent for the very purpose of lavishing this
wealth upon mankind as you have been raised for others.

As has already been discussed in Al Bagarah, this is a balanced Ummah in
terms of precepts as well as practices. It never goes to extremes in both. An
unalloyed confession of the Greatness of Allah, without beating about the

bush; a straightforward belief in the Prophethood and a clear cut and solid
view about the Akhirah, the Day of Resurrection and all essentials of Din; all



backed byahistorical and intellectual evidence are the hallmarks of this Um-
mah. Together with this there is a fine balance in worships and practices, nei-
ther burdensome, nor falling short in spiritual satisfaction.

In short, the rights of Allah and of fellow human beings have been laid out
with beauty and perfection and the Muslims are assigned the mission to dis-
tribute these blessings to mankind; to enjoin good and forbid evil and injus-
tice. Allah has blessed this Ummah with Jihad to uproot transgression and tyr-
anny and it is the duty of a Muslim to stop it. This is the reason why the cry of
a girl in India jolted the deserts of Arabia, and a Muslim Army hurnied to her
rescue. They not only freed the Muslim prisoners but also delivered humanity
from centuries old oppression without forcing their own beliefs on anyone. A
non-believer may stick to disbelief but shall neither oppress anyone nor will he
be oppressed and shall fully avail all his rnights as a human being.

Similarly when the oppressed people called out from Persia or Rome, the ser-
vants of the Holy Prophet™" rushed to their rescue. They cleaved the surface
of the seas and entered the Dark Continent of Africa to redeem the suffering
mankind. And yet the best part is that they did not impose their own ideology
or their culture on any one. Whoever was inspired by the excellence of Islam
and accepted it was freed from any discnmination; white or black, Western or
Eastern and was entitled 10 enjoy all the rights as other Muslims. There is no
such parallel in the history of any nation or religion. Such a benevolent army,
which conquered three quarters of then known world within twenty-five years,
neither plundered nor dishonoured anyone of the subdued nations, rather re-
stored their human rights,

This is the glimpse of completion of Divine Favours and the entire credit goes
to the connection with the Holy Prophet™". The expression “You believe in
Allah™ means that the Muslims are the people who indeed 1asted the essence
of faith, otherwise the other nations too had faith in Allah, Umty of Allah and
the Prophethood is the gateway to Islam and whoever entered Islam no matter
in which era confessed the Unity of Allah and the Prophethood of Hadhrat
Muhammad first, followed by other essentials of Din. Why then is this Um-
mah honoured specifically with the Divine address: “You believe in Allah?”
The commentators assert that this Ummah enjoys the excellence of faith in Al-
lah while faith, in substance, was held by all believing nations. A glance at the
Quran clearly brings out that the preceding Ummah demanded mundane bene-
fits for themselves such as wealth, power, kingdom, provisions etc. while the
Muslim Ummah was blessed with the passionate drive to pursue Allah's

Pleasure, and always sought Him from Him. Things besides Allah never
blurred their focus.



Life is based on two principles; firstly Tajwiz ‘the suggested’ and secondly
Tafwidh, the ‘entrusted’. All the preceding nations failed to go beyond the first
and, therefore, always sought some material gain or the other. It was only the
Muslim Ummah, which sacrificed the worldly benefits, comforts and even life
in the pursuit of Allah’s Pleasure. This noble pursuit itself is superb in its ex-
quisiteness and originates from connection with the Holy Prophet™", But it is
a pity that it has diminished today, and rituals are replacing the Sunnah. To
mention the least, a Muslim today finds it embarrassing to adopt the appear-
ance of his beloved Prophet and pathetically believes that by wearing a West-
emn look he will become honourable, what good can be expected of such a
Muslim?

The real addressees of this Ayah were the Companions™, the most exalted
amongst the entire Ummah. The Holy Prophet™" forbids using foul language
for any of his Companions™", because anyone else spending gold equal to
Mount Uhad in Allah’s Cause cannot match even five hundred grams spent by
a Companion. The Holy Prophet™" further asserts that his Companions™"
will be raised on the Day of Resurrection,-as the 1eaders and the guiding light,
for the natives of the land, where they are buried. (Tafsir-e-Mazhari). If any-
one else in the Ummabh attains this honour, it will be because of his adherence
to the Companions™". According to the author of said Tafsir the preachers
and the spiritual guides of this Ummah are far more effective in attracting
pedple to Allah as compared to the preceding nations.

Distribution of Wilayah

He then writes on, that Caliph ‘Ali held the office of Qutb-e-Irshad and was
the king of Aulia. No one from the preceding nations could attain Wilayah
without his spiritual mediation. Strange as it may appear but it is absolutely
true. The attributes of the Companions™" were revealed in the preceding Di-
vine Books and believing in them was part of their faith, and the very path of
benefiting spiritually. As per spiritual observation the Register of Wilayah of
the Muslim Ummah is also placed in front of Hadhrat ‘Ali in the spiritual
court of the Holy Prophet™" and except the Owaisiah, all other Sufi Orders
originate from him. Owaisiah is the only Sufi Order originating from Hadhrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq and its blessings are again distributed through Hadhrat *Ali.
In this sublime Sufi Order, the seeker is presented spiritually in the court of the
Holy Prophet™" where he takes spiritual oath of allegiance firstly with Holy
Prophet™", then with Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddiq and lastly with Hadhrat ‘Al
who is the gateway 10 Wilayah, placed at the level of Siddigiyyat, as beyond
that 1s the Prophethood. According to our illustrious Shaikh Maulana Allah
Yar Khan, the roof of Siddiqiyyat is the courtyard of Prophethood,



Had the People of the Book also embraced Islam they would have become part
of the best of Ummah like some of the fortunate ones amongst them did, such
as Hadhrat *Abdullah bin Salam. The faith enjoyed by the Muslim Ummabh is
of the optimum level. It involves purging of the heart, by expelling every tem-
poral attraction to an extent that all energy is directed to the pursuit of Allah's
Pleasure. Anyone who joined the Muslim Ummah was rewarded with this ex-
cellence of faith. Very few amongst the People of the Book availed this oppor-
tunity while the majority is still straying in disbelief for they are deprived of
faith in the Holy Prophet™**.

Allah perfected and completed His Favours on this very faith eliminating the
need for any new Prophet. The Holy Prophet**"'s declaration that there will be
no apostle after him has closed this chapter forever. Now if anyone claims
Prophethood, he shall be an impostor whether it is Musailma or Mirza Qadi-
yani because with Prophet Muhammad™", the Divine Favours stand com-
pleted and this Ummah declared as the best amongst all.

They can do you no harm ... then they will not be helped

The Holy Prophet™" is comforted that the People of the Book cannot bring
any harm to him apart from annoyance caused by their accusations. And if
they exceed the limits and wage war, a humiliating defeat will be their lot and
they shall not find support from anywhere. This was a great prophecy, which
came true in every detail and became a witness over the authenticity of Qurin
and the Prophet of Islam. Large tribes of Jews, from Madinah to Khyber, were
defeated and ousted with disgrace. Some of them had to pay ransom while
others were either killed or exiled, despite their planning to finish the Mus-
lims, by uniting all the forces of Arabia against them in the Battle of Trench.
They tried to betray the Muslims by breaching their Treaty, but Allah always
disgraced them.

Stuck upon them is ignominy, wherever ... and have been transgressing

Humility has been imposed upon the Jews, no matter where they may be ex-
cept that they will continue to benefit from the resources of life available even
to the non-believers by virtue of being human or will survive with support
from other nations. According to the author of Kashaf, this disgrace is perma-
nent except for the above two situations, They have qualified for Allah’s
Wrath and thus ignominy and baseness has been imposed on them for they de-
nied the revelations of Allah and assassinated His Prophets™ inspite of be-
lieving it to be wrongful.

Herein is reflected the full view of the Jewish society, Right from the time of
revelation of the Quran to date they are in disgrace. So niggardly are they that
inspite of being rich, they neither enjoy good food nor fine clothing and re-



main constantly obsessed with efforts to multiply their wealth through usury.
If they have now managed to have a Jewish State, it is nothing more than a
cantonment of the Western powers. If today Russia, the US and Britain cease
to patronise it they cannot survive on their own, And even with their assis-
tance they could not have survived as an independent State if only the Mus-
lims had adhered to their roots.

It is heart breaking to see that the Ummah assigned the task of enjoining right
and forbidding wrong is itself plunging into the despicable depths of evil. The
Western civilization has become its Qiblah and it is trading the priceless pos-
session of faith with the temporary glitter of this world. This weakness of the
Muslims has also facilitated the spread of the Jewish ulcer. A body with in-
fected blood will soon be covered with sores So this State is not the Jewish
State but an embodiment of our own imprudence and sins.

Where people possess the wealth of faith, a handful of death-seeking Muja-
hidin have been flogging the Russian Bear for years. On the other hand, one
hundred million Arabs lay persecuted by just 2.5 million Jews, every day and
vell for help. This 1s because they prefer to enjoy their lives on the coast of
Lebanon, and have forsaken the Holy Prophet™", The failure of the Muslim
Ummabh in rightfully protecting their connection with the Holy Prophet™" has
given its opponents the opportunity to flourish. So much so that even the most
abased of the non-believers roars on them like a tiger. May Allah gather all
Muslims on the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™"!

Not all of them are al’ke . for Allah is Aware of the pious.

The People of the Book are not all essentially the same rather there is a group
amongst them who has accepted the truth, as can be seen ‘n their conduct.
Their nights are adorned with the recitation of the Quran, Salat and Sujud.
They ‘are blessed with a strong faith in Allah and in the Akhirah. They com-
mand piety, restrain others from evil, themselves practise virtue and are truly
pious.

Hindrance to Barakah

It has been thus clarified that the only hindrance to Barakah is disbelief. If this
is eliminated and one is blessed with faith, each individual, according to his
capacity, can attain piety and virtue, According to Tafsir-e-Kabir, Allah has
endowed the honourable title of Salehin (the righteous) upon the Prophets™
frequently in the Quran. A true follower can, according to his capacity, attain
this excellence. And this is the goal recapitulated here, the indications of
which are that besides obligations; these noble souls covet the voluntary wor-
ship. They shake off slumber and adopt vigilance embellishing their nights
with recitation of Quran and Sujtd. They are quick 1o do good and call others



to virtue. They not only abstain from evil themselves but also strive against it.
This is the quintessence of Suliik and also a mirror, looking into which one
can judge where one stands. And He never ignores whoever adopts virtue.

A misconception commonly held today is that worship is labour on credit,
only to be encashed in the Akhirah. This is not so. This Ayah highlights the
reward in this world brought about by faith and worship; that Allah is fully
aware of the virtuous people and never lets, even the most trivial good deeds,
go without reward. Rather, virtuous deeds lead to perfection of faith and ref-
ormation of spiritual state in this world while earning Allah’s nearness in
Akhirah.

Surely, those who disbelieve, ... but it is they who wrong themselves

And those who did not believe, no matter how wealthy, influential or blessed
with issues they might be, cannot escape His Grip. Nothing can rescue them
from Divine Punishment. The denial of such a superb blessing as the Institu-
tion of Prophethood, despite being gifted with life and intellect, is an offence
that will not only lead them straight to Hell, but will condemn the offender 1o
abide n it forever. Whatever the non-believers spend in this world, is neither
for Akhirah nor in the obedience of Allah. It is as if a field laden with crop is
devastated by a stormy and chilly wind. This is indeed an outcome of their
misconduct; their disbelief ruined the blooming field, which had inbom capac-
ity for virtue. They wronged themselves by opting for disbelief, which bars the
capacity to appreciate Divine Favours, for Allah the Munificent does not play
unfair to anyone.

O you who believe! ... Surely Allah encompasses all that they do

O believers! Do not confide in anyone save the believers, as the non-believers
would never spare an opportunity to harm you. In fact, they are so aggrieved
by your acceptance of Islam that they wish to inflict more and more pain on
you. This is often expressed verbally while the spite in their hearts is far
greater,

Allah has favoured the Muslims by exposing the evil designs of the non-
believers. So act sensibly and forget whatever relationships you had in the
past, for now faith and disbelief has separated you. You are now in a state that
you even wish your enemies well because faith has cleansed your hearts and
filled them with affection. The intensity of this love is so great that it over-
flows 10 benefit even the strangers. However, the non-believers have hearts
filled with venom and harbour nothing but enmity for believers. Considering
the fact that you believe in the Prophets™ and Books, which they profess to
believe, they should have respected you. On the contrary, they deny Qurén and



the Holy Prophet™" so it is the believers who should have hated them. But the
case here is exactly the opposite! Love flows from the heart of a believer
while hatred from the heart of a non-believer.

Of these non-believers some have professed even to be Muslims in the Holy
Prophet™"’s attendance, but when they are alone they bite their fingers in
rage. In other words, no non-believer can ever be a well-wisher of the Muslims
no matter what good is done to him. Therefore, they must never be taken as
advisors or aides, nor must they be trusted. Although the love and affection in
Islam is universal, and it safeguards the rights of even the non-believers laying
great emphasis on tolerance, sympathy and protection of their interests yet it
draws a line in having relationship with them. To go beyond that line would be
detrimental to both individual, as well as the national interests. Once Caliph
‘Umar Farooq was offered the services of a non-Muslim boy, who was an ex-
cellent scribe but he refused to employ him on the ground that he cannot hire a
non-believer as a trusted aide.

Similarly all the ideological nations never trust those who disagree with their
ideology, for instance, Russia and China. Anyone who does not believe in
communism is not allowed even to live in peace, let alone that he be given any
office. In the same way, to trust the non-believer is asking for trouble. Besides,
all the anti-Islam movements that are functioning under the cover of Islam
such as Shiites and Qadyanis in our country are even more dangerous than the
known the non-believers. The anti-Islam activities of the former can be seen
on the pages of history through Jamal and Safain to Chawinda whlle the his-
tory of Qadiyaniyyat is no more than the tale of an enemy agent,

The people discussed here are those who profess to be Muslims but in fact, are
responsible for their downfall. So they should not be trusted under any cir-
cumstances rather should be left alone 1o rot in jealousy at the autonomy of
Muslims and the glory of Islam. And even if they singe with fury they cannot
harm the Muslims as Allah is well aware of their secret conspiracies. Allah
warns the Muslims not to take them as advisors for they seek pleasure in their
distress and are deeply aggrieved at their comforts, out of extreme jealousy. So
always trust the Muslims, as the heart illuminated with faith shall wish well to
a fellow Muslim and will be saddened by his distress, So O believers! Be pa-
tient against hardships, rather than trusting the non-believers, for if yon are
steadfast on Allah’s obedience; their deceit cannot harm you. However, if you
willingly fall in their lap or disobey Allah, it is altogether a different matter. In
short, sin does not only result in distress in the Akhirah but also brings dis-

grace and anxiety in this life; just as the outcome of obedience is satisfaction
and peace of mind.



121.

122.

123.

124,

125.

126.

127.

Section

And (recall) when you left your
home early to post the believers at
their positions for battle. And Al-
lah is Hearing, Knowing.

When two of your groups were
about to lose heart; but Allah was
their Protector, And it is in Allah
that the believers must place their
trust.

And assuredly Allah helped you
at Badar, when you were humble,
Remain then conscious of Allah,
so that you may return thanks.

When you said to the believers:
“Is it not enough for you that your
Rabb will reinforce you with
three thousand angels (specially)
sent down?

Yes! If you adopt patience and
Taqwa, and they should suddenly
charge upon you, your Rabb
would reinforce you with five
thousand angels mark

And Allah did not make it but a
message_ of hope for you, so that
your hearts are thereby set at
peace. And there is no help except

from Allah, the Mighty, and the
Wise,

That He might cut off a fringe of
the non-believers or abase them,
so that they should withdraw in
utter frustration.
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The Secrets of Revelation

And (recall) when you left your home ... so that you may return thanks.

The enmity and intense hatred harboured by the non-believers against Islam is
depicted by the battles in which the Holy Prophet™", symbol of Divine Mercy
for the entire universe, had to draw his sword. The time is worth a mention
when the Holy Prophet™" left his home and was organizing the Muslims in
formations to fight against the non-believers. For a better understanding, it
seems appropriate to know more about the events of the war.

These are the events of the Battle of Uhad, which took place in the third year
of Hijrah. After receiving a humiliating defeat at Badar in the year 2 AH, the
polytheists of Makkah vowed not to sit in peace until they avenged their de-
feat. Therefore, the entire profit earned by the trading caravan to Syria was di-
verted to the preparation for the war of vendetta. In collaboration with many of
their tribes, they raised a mighty force of three thousand, which was accompa-
nied also by women to boost the morale of the soldiers. This army arrived and
camped outside Madinah, near the Mount Uhad.

The Holy Prophet™" consulted the Muslims on the strategy of war. He himself
was 1n favour of defending the city from inside. And this was the very first oc-
casion when *Abdullah Ibn Obayy, outwardly a Muslim, was also participating
in the counselling assembly. Some of the spirited Companions™" who had
missed the opportunity to fight at Badar suggested moving out of the city for
the battle. The Holy Prophet™" went inside his house and retumed after hav-
INg put On an armour.



Household of Holy Prophet ™%

The expression, “when you set forth from the house,” according to the author
of Kashaf, refers to the house of Hadhrat ‘A’ishah™". Imdm Rézi argues that
since the Holy Prophet™" set out to this expedition from the house of Hadhrat
‘A'ishah™", this Ayah is a clear evidence of the fact that she is a member of
the family of the Holy Prophet™". The Quranic injunction: “clean women are
for clean men and clean men are for clean women” (26:24) proves that
Hadhrat ‘A’ishah™" was clean and chaste, free of any blemish, Since the son
of Prophet Nuh™ was a non-believer, the Quran declares him as a non-
member of his household. It was the case with the wife of Prophet Lut™,

The Holy Prophet™" set out of Madinah with one thousand soldiers but
*‘Abdullah Ibn Obayy deserted him on the way taking along his three hundred
men. He gave the pretext that his counsel was disregarded so why should they
risk their lives? His comrades were also known hypocrites. Now the Holy
Prophet™" was left with seven hundred Companions™", whom he arranged in
ranks in the battlefield, with mount Uhad at their back. Mas*ab bin ‘Umair™"
was assigned the task of guarding the mountain pass in the rear, with fifty
men, against any possible enemy attack from behind.

The Holy Prophet™" presented this strategy of warfare before the world
whereas previously the onslaught of the Arabs used to be a careless bravado,
relving on sheer might and power. Today the art of warfare is at its zenith.
Even then the Holy Prophet™"'s strategic planning of the war; the importance
he attached to the selection of ground, the arrangement of the troops and a
stringent discipline are the facts which even the Orientalist has failed to ig-
nore. They have admired his warfare skills in their books.

Archers at Uhad

Soon after the war broke out the Makkans were routed and their army took to
heels. Seeing this, the archers assigned at the pass, in excitement of the vic-
tory, abandoned their post. Despite their commander Mas*ab bin ‘Umair™"s
telling them to hold on, they did not stop as they thought that the war was over
and they no longer required to man the post. Only a very small number of
archers stayed back., On the other end Khalid bin Walid, commanding enemy
cavalry took advantage of the situation, He gathered the fleeing horsemen and
attacked the small Muslims group still holding the pass from the rear. Mas‘ab

bin ‘Umair™" and his men laid down their lives fighting.

The Muslims panicked at this unexpected turn of events. The enemy turned
and counter attacked and a chaos followed. The situation worsened when the
enemy spread a rumour that the Holy Prophet™" had been slain. This rumour
totally confused the Muslims. Some fought with extreme valour as they saw



no charm in living without the Holy Prophet™" while some were crest fallen,
thinking what were they to fight for?

The Holy Prophet™" was wounded with some of his teeth broken and blood
flowing from his radiant face. He was left with only ten to twelve Compan-
ions™ " around him, the rest were scattered all over the battlefield. Imam Razi
recounts the names of those who were left with him: Abu Bakr, ‘Ali, ‘Abbas,
Talha and S'ad and others. (Tafsir-e-Kabir).

Suddenly one of the Ansar spotted the Holy Prophet™" and announced his
presence. Immediately the Companions™" rallied around him and the enemy
had to flee. Many illustrious Companions™" fell in this war, and the sacred
face of the Holy Prophet™" was wounded. In any case, the Army that stands
fast in the battlefield 1s always deemed victorious and the one that flees is con-
sidered as vanquished. Some critics assert that the archers posted at the pass
had left their post for the sake of collecting the booty. But this cannot be ac-
cepted because the booty was always gathered centrally for subsequent distri-
bution among the soldiers. It was never a practice that whatever one can lay
his hands on would belong to him. Therefore, this assumption is absolutely
unreasonable.

In fact, the archers believed that the battle was won and in excitement, came
down to join the other soldiers to celebrate the victory. Although they did not
deliberately violate the command of the Holy Prophet™" but had erred in Ijte-
had, yet it did invoke worldly sufferings. Moreover, the devotion of the Com-
panions™" was well rewarded and they availed the opportunity of laying down
their lives in His Cause.

Some of the important points derived here are:-

(1) “And when you left your home early” indicates that the Holy
Prophet™" was with his family but as soon as he received the Di-
vine Command he set out for its compliance. In other words, the
service to Islam is the first priority and all other relationships are

secondary.

(2) The Mother of believers, Hadhrat ‘A’ishah Siddigah™" is a
member of the Holy Prophet™" family and a chaste lady. If any-
one doubts this, he shall be a non-believer for denying an injunc-

tion of the Quran.

(3) Although consultation is appropriate, yet it is essential to give
priority to the opinion of the Holy Prophet™". If the Prophet
agrees to a point against his wish, though it will not lead to any
harm in Din yet it will bring in worldly hardship. The same ap-



plies to a seeker that he should not suggest anything against the
will of the Shaikh. If the alternatives available appear equally rea-
sonable, the seeker should go for the wish of the Shaikh to avoid
temporal loss.

(4) "To post the believers at their positions for the battle” shows that
the Holy Prophet™" systematically arranged them in the battle
order, keeping in view the command structure, the tasks and the
battle dispositions. This means that an order or system, whether it
Is peace or war, is essential.

(5) It is very important to abide by the given set-up and its deliberate
violation would lead to loss in Din while even naive violation
would mcur worldly loss.

For seekers of Tasawwuf all the above-mentioned points are of
greal importance.

Divine Protection

Allah hears and knows everything. Even when the two clans of the believers
momentarily lost heart He was Aware. This was when Bani Salma and Bani
Haritha got influenced by “Abdullah ibn Obayy's precept and example. But
Allah protected them against cowardice. “Allah was their Protector” This
blessing was showered upon them because of the sincerity they had in their
hearts and as a manifestation of the Barakah of the company of the Holy
Prophet ™", Although the outward circumstances drove them to think of with-
drawal, yet because of their sincerity Allah protected them and made them
steadfast, whereas the hypocrites, lacking sincerity, had retreated and were de-
prived of this honour. So Wilayah too is based on sincerity and the Aulia,
though not innocent, enjoy Divine Protection. Therefore, it is ignorance to
take vile persons as Aulia. Besides the believers rely only on Allah, that is, af-
ter employing all available means they leave the results to Him.

To forsake the means is certainly not reliance; rather a believer must employ
all that he has and then have complete trust in the Akmighty for the conse-
quences. He is All Powerful and capable of granting success inspite of limited
means, or no means at all. Just as He helped the believers at Badar inspite of
the fact that the non-believers had outweighed them both in manpower and
strength. This event took place on 17" Ramadhan 2 AH (17 March 624).
Badar is a camping ground and market on route Makkah-Madinah, the arena
of the very first clash between the non-believers of Makkah and the Muslims.
The former comprised an army of one thousand selected warriors well
equipped, with full logistic support. The Muslims were three hundred and thir-



teen in number, including some young lads and some old men, thoroughly ill
equipped and with poor logistics.

The Makkans had arrived first and selected for themselves the best strategic
portion of the battlefield, acquiring further strength for their forces. But what
to say of Divine Succour, that they received a humiliating defeat at the hands
of the believers! Seventy of their renowned chiefs were killed and an equal
number captured while only fourteen Companions™" fell martyrs in the Cause
of Allah. Apparently it was a small local engagement but its effects reached
out to the entire world. According to Hitti, this was the first decisive victory of
Islam (History of Arabia).

The sayings of the Holy Prophet™" further highlight the fact that the founda-
tion of the victory of Islam was placed on this small army and was brought
about by his supplication: “O Allah! If these people are defeated today, no one
shall ever worship You, as | have brought the entire Islam against disbelief.”
Allah blessed them with such a grand victory that the foundation of an Islamic
state was laid on a very sound footing.

The believers are commanded to fear Allah and observe Taqwa, as this is the
correct way of showing gratitude to Him. The Quran prescribes Tagwa as the
solution for all trials and tribulations. Patience, Salat, Gratitude and Zikr have
been prescribed at various places in the Quran, which are all, in fact, constitu-
ents of Taqwa. Here, gratitude is described as an offshoot of Taqwa. The prac-
tical form of gratitude is to exert with full devotion and sincerity in the obedi-

ence of Allah. And this indeed is the essence and derivative of Tasawwuf and
Suliik.

When you said to the believers ... they should withdraw in utter frustration

The Holy Prophet™" informed his Companions™" that Allah would support
them with an army of 3000 angels who will especially descend from the heay-
ens for the purpose. Those angels who are already deployed on earth for vari-
ous duties would not give this support. Rather angels of a specific status will
descend to help in the execution of task assigned to the believers. And should
the believers remain steadfast on patience and Tagwa they will qualify for
even greater Divine Succour. It is obvious that the believers were already
adorned with the virtues of Taqwa and patience, which caused the angels to be
sent. Now if these attributes were to be practised at a higher degree of excel-
lence the number of angels would also be increased. So even if all the enemy

forces push together in attack, an army of five thousand angels mounted on
marked horses will be instar.’ y sent for help.



These are various levels and states of Fana Fi Allah. The more is the nearmness
to Him, the more are the Barakah. The angels had no obligation to fight rather
it was a task assigned to the believers. But the hearts of these devotees were so
engrossed in the Divine Splendour that their task was entrusted to the angels
of a special status,

What really happens is, that when a person drifts away from Allah, his heart
becomes void of Divine Lights and becomes a habitat of Satan. As he moves
farther away, Satan gets a chance to play his tricks and the darkness deepens.
On the contrary, the nearness to Allah begins with the kindling of the heart,
and the light increases as one advances in His direction. This illumination
causes the exalted angels to descend upon the heart as a source of glad tidings,
peace and tranquillity. In these Ayat too the reason for the descent of angels is
a message of good cheer for the believers as well as for their hearts to be at
rest. And at the same time it will also make the devils and the hearts occupied
by them restless. Allah is Omnipotent and the Original Source of all Power
and Succour. It 15 He Who is the Wisest and the Mightiest. All the Barakah
and the angels were sent by Him to kill some of the non-believers and to hu-
miliate the rest by a disgraceful defeat.

Karamah of the Companions

In the battlefield of Badar some the non-believers were done 1o death by the
angels. Some Companions™" report that before their swords could reach their
targets, heads of the enemy would be chopped off. Similarly some Compan-
ions™ " who were quite frail ok very strong the non-believers as captives.
The latter were themselves amazed as to how could such weak persons tie
them down, forfeiting their power of resistance.

Similarly in the Battle of Uhad many experiences of the Companions™" have
been noted. Hadhrat Ans bin Nasr said that he had felt the fragrance of Para-
dise coming from the foot of the mountain. He then hurried in that direction
and was martyred. Or upon the Shahadah of Hadhrat Mas‘ab bin ‘Umair the
flag held by him was prevented from falling down by an angel, when the Holy
Prophet™" said: “Mas‘ab move forward" the angel replied, “I am not
Mas'ab,” And the Holy Prophet™" recognized him as the angel. Hadhrat S*ad
bin Abi Wagas reports that a young man in white robe would bring back the
arrows shot by him at the enemy. These events may be seen in Tafsir-e-Kabir
p.33. Imam Réz writes on p.35 that whoever doubts the seeing of angels is
gutlty of denying the Qurdn and the Prophethood. If he is a Muslim such a
suspicion cannot even cross his mind. As for the descent of the angels Imam
Razi writes that all the commentators and the historians unanimously agree.



In all these events, the miracles of the Holy Prophet™" and Karamah of the
Companions™" are manifest, and are a manifestation of the Barakah of
Allah's nearness. Besides, a non-Prophet cannot acquire this status of
beholding the angels or having a dialogue with them. Moreover If someone
attains such a level of Fana then a task receiving his spiritual attention would
stand completed by the Grace of Allah, Similarly the Sufi saints through their
Tawajjuh and llqa strengthen and enlighten the hearts of the seekers. It is a
favour endowed proportionate to their obedience of the Holy Prophet™*" and
their personal status.

Naught is with you of the affair ... and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

When the Holy Prophet®™" was wounded during the Battle of Uhad, he was
- aggrieved and said: “How can a people who injure the face of their Prophet,
ever attain salvation, while he invites them to Allah ™. It was revealed to him
that it is a matter between every individual and Allah over which the Holy
Prophet™"* has no control. If it pleases Him, He may make them repent or
may punish them for their mistakes because they are at the wrong,

So the best thing for the Holy Prophet™" is to be patient, as the acme of servi-
tude is that a Muslim must be humble under all circumstances, and should not
claim any access to the secrets of His Domain. Ultimately some were blessed
with the chance to atone in an exemplary way, for instance, Hadhrat Khalid
bin Walid and ‘ Akramah bin Abu Jahl, who became renowned Companions™"
and military commanders of distinction, while many died wandering in disbe-
lief. In fact the state of the heart and the intrinsic relationship of an individual
with Allah leads to rewards that are only known to Him. Whatever lies be-
tween the heavens and the earth belongs to Him and He Alone is the Adminis-
trator. He may forgive or punish whosoever He may please. If He forgives, it
is not amazing because His Mercy overwhelms every thing and the cause of
punishment as declared by Him is, that they did wrong themselves.

Shaikh can only give Tawajjuh

It is clear that a Shaikh can give Tawajjuh but it will only yield results if there
is a sincere yearning in the seeker’s hcart. Allah knows what is in the hearts,
which a Shaikh need not know. And often He forgives and blesses the hearts
with sincerity, but some unfortunate souls are doomed only because of their
diseased hearts. May Allah spare us all from His Punishment!

Section 14
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fear Allah, so that you may pros-
per.

And beware of the Fire, which has
been prepared for the non-
believers.

And obey Allah and the Messen-
ger, so that you may be shown

Mercy.

And race towards forgiveness
from your Rabb, and towards the
Paradise as vast as the heavens

and the earth, prepared for the
Muttaqin.

Those who spend (in His Way) in
prosperity and adversity; and re-
strain anger; and pardon fellow
men. And Allah loves those who
do good.

And those who, when they com-
mit indecency or wrong their own
souls, remember Allah and beg
forgiveness for their sins. And
who except Allah can forgive
sins? And do not persist in what-
ever (wrong) they may have done.

For such, the reward is forgive-
ness from their Rabb, and Para-
dise with streams flowing under-
neath; therein they shall for ever

abide. And how excellent a re-
ward for those who labour!

(Many) ways of life have passed
before you; travel through the
earth and see what has been the
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139.
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end of those who belied (the
Truth).

This (Quran) is an exposition for
men, and a guidance, and an ad-
monition to the Muttaqin.

So lose not heart nor grieve, and
vou will rise high, if you are be-
lievers.

If a distress has touched vou,
(know that) similar distress has
surely touched others (as well).
Such days (of varying fortunes)
We rotate among men by turns;
that Allah may know those who
believe, and may take Shuhada’
from among you. And Allah does
not love the wrongdoers.

And that Allah may purge the be-
lievers and wipe out the non-
believers,

Do you think that you would enter
Paradise, while Allah has not yet
taken cognisance of those of you
who do Jihad and those who re-
main steadfast?

And you did indeed long for death
before you met it. Now you have
seen it with your own eyes.
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The Secrets of Revelation

O vou whao believe! Devour not usury ... prepared for the non-believers.
Reliance

This quality must be applied to the entire conduct of a believer and it must be
adopted in all walks of life. To fight in a battlefield is Jihad-e-Asghar (Jihad
minor) and to struggle throughout life subjugating ones desires to the Divine
Will is Jihad-e-Akbar (Jihad major) because it is a constant and continuous
battle.

Human endeavour generally revolves around fiscal activity. The real task is to
employ fair and permissible means for the attainment of livelihood and the in-
ference is to give up usury completely. Although there is a possibility of mak-
ing much more money, but interest is prohibited and against Tagwa. The non-
believers used their usury money in preparations for war, but the Muslims
should never think that more weaponry can be acquired this way; rather
should focus on the real deliverance and salvation attainable only through
Tagwa and Allah’s obedience.

Thus a purely economic matter has been discussed with reference to war and
peace. A Muslim should rely upon Allah not only in the battlefield but also in
every walk of life and must never be heedless of His obedience. For if he in-
dulges in capital sins he is likely to be punished in the Fire which basically is
prepared for the non-believers. Persistence on capital sins may lead to loss of
faith and one may die as a non-believer. This means that a Muslim must, under
all circumstances, keep an eye on the eternal results and should never be over-
come by avarice as to adopt unfair means averse to Allah’s obedience and
trust in Him.

And obey Allah and the Messenger ... prepared for the Muitagin

The Muslims must worship Allah and obey the Holy Prophet™" in order to be
blessed with His Mercy. One of the duties of the Holy Prophet™" was that he
conveyed the Divine Message to the mankind. Now if some one says that the
Quran is sufficient for him, he can only justify his claim by obtaining its ex-
planation and meanings from the Holy Prophet™*" whose mission is to explain
o mankind what has been revealed unto him.

What is Obedience to Holy Prophet™"

The obedience to the Holy Prophet™" has been stressed in order to ensure that
no one can interpret the Quran according to his own choice. The addressees of
the Holy Prophet™" were the eloquent of the Arabic language, but inspite of
their literary power and eloquence, they depended on the Holy Prophet™" to



understand Allah’s Book. Most of the Commandments were revealed in an
abridged form, which were explained by the Holy Prophet™" to the people.
For instance the Quran enjoins: “Establish your Salat and pay Zakat (2:43)”,
Now the constituents of the Salat such as Ruku' (bowing) Sajdah, glorifica-
tion, standing or number of cycles and the timings were all taught by the Holy
Prophet™"*. These details were also revealed to him through Revelation as he
was tasked for the purpose. Similarly the various facets of Zakit or other fi-
nancial matters like trading or the things prohibited and permissible were ex-
plained by him. The Holy Prophet™" raised a complete society comprising all
sorts of people both from urban and rural backgrounds, including scholars, ig-
norant, young, old, men and women, farmers, labourers and traders. He in-
structed and disciplined them in accordance with the will of Allah’s Book. He
explained to them the meanings of the revealed Ayat. They listened, under-

stood, acted upon them in his presence and obtained his direct approval, They
then passed this legacy on to the next generations. May Allah bless them all!

It is not correct at all for anyone that while he obtains the text of Quran from
them, he sets out to determine the meanings and interpretations on his own or
to deny the Hadith on the ground that it is not integral to Quran. It has been
highlighted earlier that the Divine Protection is not confined to the text of
Quran alone but also covers its interpretation given by the Holy Prophet™".
And the way Allah has blessed the Muslim scholars with the honour of pre-
serving the Hadith is exclusively their lot.

Allah commands the believers to hasten towards His Forgiveness and Para-
dise and obey Him in the light of the teachings of the Holy Prophet™", with
full devotion and vigour, like an athlete who exerts his maximum effort to win
a race. Similarly one must try to seek Allah’s Forgiveness and entry into Para-
dise, which is a symbol of His Pleasure. Here the Attributive Name Rabb has
been mentioned along with forgiveness. His Providence not only caters for
providing nourishment to every single thing but also makes sure to place
things where they are most appropriate and necessary. This beauty of ar-

rangement is also a wonder of Providence, for never will the mangoes grow on
an acacia or berries on a banana tree.

The forgiveness too will certainly be forthcoming through the means em-
ployed for its attainment, which are noble deeds and adherence to the Holy
Prophet™"’s Sunnah. Besides, entry into Paradise is impossible without For-
giveness, which is such a splendid place that earth and heavens put together
cannot equal its worth. Its expanse is such that its width is more than that of
the earth and heavens adjoined while Allah only knows its length. Man does
not know anything vast enough in comparison with which he can conceive the



expanse of Paradise. And this prodigious kingdom had been prepared for the
Murttaqgin.

Those who spend (in His way) ... and an admonition to the Muttagin
The Beloved of Allah

These are the people who, in affluence and in poverty, exert all their capabili-
ties in the Cause of Allah. Whether it is wealth, energy, power and authority,
knowledge and wisdom or comforts and luxuries, they are always ready to
sacrifice these for Allah’s Pleasure. They always invite mankind to truth and
justice. If their own rights are violated by anyone they do feel the pinch being
human, yet conceal their annoyance and overlook it and continue to do good.
They are totally sincere and selfless. They honour the rights of others and also
forego their own, in order to please Allah. Verily such people are the beloved
of Allah, an optimum level of excellence attainable by mankind. Therefore,

anyone who neither bothers about the rights of Allah nor of the people should
not be taken as a Wali.

The beloved of Allah not only enlighten their own hearts but also strive to il-
luminate the hearts of others. Inspite of all these qualities they are still human,
possessing natural desires and needs. They too can err, for innocence is only
the domain of Prophethood. Whereas the Prophets™ are innocent, the Aulia
enjoy the Divine Protection. Nevertheless, if they commit any mistake they in-
tently resort to Zikr, seeking His Forgiveness. Imam Razi observes that Zikr is
the opposite of forgetfulness.

~ zikr-e Qalbi

Know that the Quran addresses the Qalb and not the mind, so forgetfulness or
Zikr must be a state of the Qalb. According to Bahr-e Mohit, a verbal repen-
tance, without the participation of the Qalb, is not reliable. In other words, the
Qultib of the beloved of Allah are alive, which is the ultimate aim of life. This
is why Qadhi Thana Ullah Panipatti observes that the attainment of Zikr-e-
Qalbi is compulsory for every man and woman.

Allah Alone forgives the mistakes. His beloveds do not make it a habit to in-
dulge in sin; rather they give up whatever is wrong. Thus the unintentional
commission of a sin is not contrary to Wilayah but persistence on it is. For
such righteous people awaits the Divine Mercy and admission into Paradise,
with streams flowing underneath, as a reward. They shall abide therein per-
manently and shall never be expelled. This is a great reward for the obedient
for they had to struggle for a very short time while the reward is eternal. Even
the best of human endeavours towards obedience has its shortcomings while



the reward and recompense accrued is in accordance with the Divine stan-
dards,

Besides, every inch of this earth bears evidence to these Divine Revelations.
People before the Muslims, amongst whom some were pious, and the others
wicked inhabited it. A look at their history will reveal that respect, honour and
peace have always been for the righteous. The infidels always suffered from
anxiety and unrest and ultimately met destruction. The ruins of their settle-
ments mourn their mortal glory even today,

All this has been explained as an admonition for mankind and carries a guid-
ance within, in the light of which every individual can attain (he desirable
morals and the right beliefs. But this wealth is only acquired by those whose
hearts are filled with Allah’s Zikr and who are aware of Allah’s Greatness in
their own capacity. (Tagwa is the connection with which the heart is blessed
when present in the Divine Court).

So lose not heart nor grieve ... you have seen it with your own eves.

It does not befit the Muslims to be disheartened by the intensity of this war nor
there is a need for it because victory, in any case, shall be theirs. They will al-
ways be victorious provided they sincerely adhere to the Holy Prophet™"’s
obedience. They should adopt a firm faith and righteousness. In other words,
the perfect connection with the Holy Prophet™" must be attained, for this is
the truth and the truth never submits to falsehood. The believers will have to

incessantly strive in their practical lives to uphold Islam and eradicate evil.

In short, the Muslims should never withdraw from Jihad losing heart. Besides,
the tenacity of faith is the key 1o success, whether il is one’s personal or na-
tional life. If the believers adhere to the right beliefs and firmly hold the Sun-
nah, victory shall always be theirs. The temporary hardships or distress are of
no consequence. If they were hurt at Uhad, they had inflicted much more casu-
alties upon their enemy at Badar. If the Muslims are slain and wounded today,
their enemy too had fled from the battlefield bleeding and leaving behind
beheaded corpses of their chieftains besides the captives, These vicissitudes of
time Keep on changing; joy and woe come and go. Had only distress been
ordained for the non-believers and comforts for the believers, many would
convert to Islam under compulsion.

This will never happen and circumstances will keep on changing. Men shall
always be obliged to accept Islam after being convinced of its truth using their
wisdom and intellect. The point to take note of is that the non-believers fought
for falsehood, died on it and were condemned to Hell for their transgression as
transgressors can never be loved by Allah. On the contrary, the Muslims
fought for the truth, an act that is fabulously rewarded by Him. They were



elevated in His nearness when wounded, and were blessed with Shahadah
when slain. He chose them as witnesses to His Glory and manifested their
greatness to the whole world. This is what is meant by the expression *that
Allah may know,” otherwise His Knowledge is Eternal, He knows everything
before it actually happens equally well as after it has taken place.

Hardships for Believers

Imam Razi asserts that if Allah does not have knowledge about a thing, it is
essentially non-existent. Likewise, what is in His Knowledge surely exists. In
other words, this Ayah indicates that Allah wanted the Muslims to attain His
Blessings and be purified, and at the same time intended to crush the non-
believers. When a believer faces worldly hardships, these lead to atonement of
his sins and are a source of elevating his spiritual status.

There are certain levels of His neamess, which cannot be attained without en-
during distress, for instance Shahadah. To attain this honour one has to sacri-
fice his very life in the Cause of Allah. Besides, our worships and obedience
is not up to the standard and is often marred by errors, a situation atoned by
hardships. On the contrary, the unfortunate the non-believers suffer distress as
punishment and are disgraced in the worldly life. If they persist on disobedi-
ence they are ultimately destroyed and are condemned to eternal disgrace.

No one should misconceive that he would be admitted to Paradise without any
practical effort. The basic qualities required for it are Jihad and patience. Ac-
cording to Imam Razi entry into Paradise and the lack of patience in Jihad
cannot co-exist. This is why the founders of anti Islam movements in the garb
of Islam declare Jihad as unlawful. The aim is to push the Muslims towards
infidelity. Imam Razi continuing the discussion in Tafsir-e-Kabir observes
that the temporal love cannot be put together with eternal bliss. As one in-
creases the other is bound to diminish. This is because worldly benefits can
only be attained when the heart pursues them, whereas the glory in Akhirah
also demands that the heart seeks no one but Allah and is full of His love.
Hence these two simply cannot coexist. He goes on to say that love for Allah
cannot be proved by mere declarations and neither is every claimant truthful.
The proof of truthfulness is that the claimant must leave all that is disliked by
Allah and sacrifice his own preferences over His Choice. Love is a sacred

feeling, which js neither diminished by the beloved’s severity nor augmented
by the tenderness.

The essence of love is that it persists under troubles and sufferings. Therefore,

Allah says that it is useless to dream of Paradise without struggle, patience
and sincere efforts for obedience. Abandoning the sources of Mercy tanta-

mounts to inviting His Wrath. The Muslims Kad always wished for Shahadah



so now that Allah has provided them that opportunity and they have witnessed
death with open eyes, there is indeed no reason to be scared of it. The rare and
short lived success of the non-believers carries for the believers an opportunity
of attaining Allah’s nearness and the honour of Shahadah. Hence instead of
losing heart, it is better to probe into the shortcomings and to find out where

one has drifted away from the Sunnah, because adherence to it is a sure guar-
antee 1o success.

Section 15
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The Secrets of Revelation

And Muhammad is no more than a Messenger ... soon reward the grateful

Prophet Muhammad™" is only a Messenger of Allah and certainly not a part-
ner into any of His Attributes or Divinity. Many Messengers™ have been sent
unto mankind before him, who conveyed Allah’s Message to His people and
after discharging their duty passed away from this world according to the law
of nature.

If the Holy Prophet™" passes away or is martyred it does not mean that the
Din handed down by him will be abandoned. In fact it shall continue to be
practised and all its blessings and Barakah shall flourish. It is not appropriate
to stop practising it after the death of the Holy Prophet™", So O’ believers,
will you only obey him during his lifetime, and when he passes away like all
other Prophets™ before him, will you turn away on your heels? Will his depar-
ture from this world bring an end to his Barakah and will you abandon his
obedience? |

When the radiant face of the Holy Prophet™" was wounded and the Muslims
were fighting in a state of chaos, someone called out that Muhammad™** had
been slain. The commentators explain that it was Satan who made this an-
nouncement. Most of the eminent Companions™" had been martyred while
the majority of the remaining had been seriously wounded. During such chaos,
this news struck like a thunderbolt and had a different impact on each. Com-
panion. Some decided to fight on with full vigour till the end, for the Cause for
which they thought the Holy Prophet ™" had laid down his life. For them life
was no longer worth living while the others thought that since the Holy
Prophet™" had been slain, there was nothing left to fight for. Some were so
grief stricken that they could not take a decision. Suddenly a Companion spot-
ted the Holy Prophet™" and announced the gbod news congratulating the be-
lievers. At that time fifteen or sixteen Companions™" surrounded the Holy
Prophet™". All the rest then rallied round him and escorted him to a safe spot
while the non-believers fled from the scene.



Although the love for the Holy Prophet™" is faith in itself and his veneration
the basis of all virtue, but the concept that he may be loved without being
obeyed is erroneous and absolutely wrong. Love calls for obedience of the be-
loved, as a lover is under the influence of the beloved. And respect for some-
one also demands obedience with sincerity. If the Holy Prophet™" actually
falls a Shahid even then Jihad would remain enjoined on the Muslims. It is
such an important tenet of Islam that giving it up tantamounts 1o giving up [s-
lam. So, Allah forbid, will the Muslims turn to apostasy?

For Persons with Kashf

It is important for those blessed with Kashf to know that Satan did not miss
deluding the Companions™ " even in the presence of the Holy Prophet™" ai
Uhad. How can it be difficult for him to deceive people of the present age?

All observation through Kashf draw authenticity from the sayings of the Holy
Prophet™". Anything contrary to Ahadith must be outrightly rejected. The
obedience to the Holy Prophet™" is essential under all circumstances. Another
point proved here is that death does not make the dead non-existent, for if it
did, the Barakah of the deceased should also terminate.

The momentary confusion was a natural reaction to the horrifying news of the
Holy Prophet™***’s assassination, yet a stern Divine Verdict was given and a lit-
tle disinclination towards Jihad was equated with apostasy. Firstly, it was to
train the Companions™" to a level of perfection whereby they could rightfully
lead the world. Secondly it was intended to reaffirm the importance of obedi-
ence to the Holy Prophet™" and particularly to highlight the importance of Ji-
had. It is clarified that anyone showing negligence in Jihad will not harm Al-
lah in anyway but will ruin himself. Allah will reward those who are grateful
to Him. Here the truly obedient are termed as grateful, which means that obe-
dience is another word for gratitude. And all those who stood fast in the battle-
field were-indeed the grateful.

Trustee of the Grateful

The commentators quote Hadhrat ‘Ali saying that Hadhrat Abu Bakr is the
Trustee of the Grateful as he did not waiver even for a single moment. (Behr-e
Mohit). He has been referred as Chief of the Grateful in the Tafsir-a-Qartabi
and Riih al-Mo'ani and as Leader of the Grateful in Tafsir-e-Kabir.

Imam Razi initiates an interesting discussion. He observes that the above say-
ing of Hadhrat ‘Ali™" is absolutely right for the perseverance of Hadhrat Abu
Bakr at Uhad is exemplary. And when the Holy Prophet™" passed away it was
again he, who stood fast and reassured the others. Soon thereafter the impos-
tors and the apostates sprang up and perturbed the Companions ™" as to what



course of action must be taken. It was again Hadhrat Abu Bakr, the undisputed
Leader of the Grateful, who took a bold stand and through Jihad, nipped the
evil in the bud.

Besides, it was also revealed that Allah predestines the time of death, which
can neither be advanced nor delayed by a second. Therefore, to show despair
or to avoid Jihad for fear of death is absurd. The crux of the matter is that
whoever invests his life for temporal gains will achieve only that much, which
will ultimately be distressing and painful because everything is to be left be-
hind. And anyone, who strives for Akhirah, shall receive an ample share from
it, as Allah will reward those who had recognized the truth.

And many a Prophet fought ... Allah loves those who do good

In the past too, many Prophets™ took to Jihdd and their followers laid down
their lives in obedience. They too, faced extremely difficult times but never
lost courage. Neither did they show any sluggishness, nor did mighty forces of
the enemy browbeat them. They made brilliant sacrifices with great persever-
ance and became the beloved of Allah. Even so, they always begged Allah for
Forgiveness, repented on their mistakes and prayed for patience and His Suc-
cour and victory against their enemy. In other words, inspite of the best efforts,
human worships cannot match His Greatness. Therefore, the true servants of
Allah are never boastful of their worship but always beg for His Forgiveness
for their shortcomings and seek His help, So the Muslims, being the best
Ummah, must surpass others.

Allah honours such righteous people in this life and rewards them immensely
in the Akhirah; for Allah loves those who obey Him with perfect sincerity and
deep devotion.

Section 16
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authority. Their resort is the Fire,
and an evil abode for the wrong-
doers.

And Allah did fulfil His Promise
with you when, by His Will, you
were destroying them, until you
flagged and quarrelled about the
Command and disobeyed, after
He had shown you what you had
longed. Some among you desire
this world, and’ some among you
desire the Akhirah. Therefore, He
diverted you from them, so that
He may test you. And surely He
has pardoned you. And Allah is
Gracious to the believers.

And recall when you were run-
ning off and you would not look
back at any one, whilst the Mes-
senger, in your rear, was calling
you. Then did He give you dis-
tress over distress, so that you
might not grieve for what you
have lost, or for what has befallen
you. And Allah is Aware of what
you do.

Then after grief, He sent down
calm slumber coming over a sec-
tion of you, while another section
concerned about themselves, |
thought of Allah unjustly; the
thought of Ignorance. They said,
“Have we anything of the affair?”
Say, “Indeed the affair is wholly
Allah's.” They hide within them-
selves what they dare not reveal to
you. They say (to themselves),
*Had we anything in the affair, we
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The Secrets of Revelation

O you who believe! ... And Allah is Gracious to the believers.

The believers must always keep abreast the sayings of the Holy Prophet™",
for if they pay heed to the non-believers, they will certainly drag them into the
- quagmire of disbelief, which would indeed be a great loss. This was practi-
cally demonstrated at Uhad when the non-believers openly suggested that they
should revert to their ancestral religion.

Uhad was not very far from Madinah and although the hypocrites had re-
treated under the leadership of Ibn-e Obayy, yet they were stealthily keeping
an eye on the progress of the battle. When the retreating enemy troops
wheeled around and attacked the Muslims from the pass in the rear, chaos did
temporarily ensue. It was only natural as the Muslims were already outnum-
bered. They had fought so fiercely that the enemy was forced to flee. In the
heat of the battle some of the archers appointed at the pass had left their post
with the intention of pursuing the fleeing enemy. While the Companions™"
were focusing on one direction, the enemy cavalry attacked from the rear
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through the pass. As the Muslims turned back to fight them the fleeing enemy
recoiled and renewed their attack thereby sandwiching them from both sides.
On top of this, the rumour spread by the Satan of the Holy Prophet***'s Sha-
hadah made matters worse. But Allah did not deprive these noble souls of His
Support and made them victorious. They chased the enemy all the way to
Hamr al-Asad and the hypocrites were thoroughly humiliated. When the Mus-
lims were fighting surrounded by the enemy on both sides, with their ranks
disarrayed and their wounded lying in the battlefield unattended, some of the
defected hypocrites called out: “Come to Ibn-e Obayy. He will get you protec-
tion from Abu Sufyan; or revert back to your ancestral religion as nothing is
left in this Din when its Prophet has been slain”.

Allah informed the Muslims of the malefide intentions of the enemy and
warned them not to listen to these hypocrites, as they would try their best to

drag them back in to the darkness of disbelief. And certainly Allah is the
helper of the believers.

Allah's Wali

And this is what Wilayah is. The Aulia enjoy His Protection. He shields them
from the environment of sins. The Ayah under comment declares that Allah is
your Protector and Friend as He exposes the intention of the hypocrites and
protects you; for He is the best of helpers.

It is also clarified that a wrongdoer and the one averse to Sunnah cannot be a
Wali. Following such people is nothing but ignorance. Besides, Satan does not
spare even the most pious of men from his attack, as the very presence of the
Holy Prophet™" in the battlefield, did not deter him from raising the slogan of
his Shahadah. However, Allah’s Mercy reaches out and holds those who are
sincere. The pranks of Satan affect only those who have isolated themselves
from Allah.

The hearts of the non-believers shall be overawed as they themselves have in-
voked this state by opting for polytheism without any proof, as polytheism is a
curse which makes a human being bow before unlimited symbols of power
and in turn instils the fear of each and everything into his heart. On the con-
trary, Unity is an invitation to hold Him in awe, and a trust in Allah relieves
the believers of all other fears.

Whereas the aforesaid is the state of the non-believer in this world, his place
in the Akhirah is Hell, which indeed is extremely morbid, yet it is commensu-
rate with his conduct. Besic~s, the believers need not pay any heed to them as
Allah has fulfilled all His Promises. It was with His Help that the Muslims
had inflicted casualties on the enemy in the battlefield and had forced them to
flee inspite of being less in number and armament. Meanwhile a difference of



opinion arose amongst the fifty archers, though unintentionally. Majority of
them posted at the pass wanted to chase the fleeing army assuming that the
victory was almost certain, while the others insisted on holding the pass. Both
the groups were true to their stances and implemented their respective opin-
ions. The majority left their position with the view that the Holy Prophet™"'s
orders were only until the battle lasted which they thought was over. But in
fact all the fifty archers should have guarded the pass until further orders. This
unintentional violation became a cause of the turmoil and distress by a rever-
sal of the battle situation. Those who abandoned the pass did so, to some ex-
tent, in the pursuit of worldly glory, while those who stood fast were the seek-
ers of Akhirah alone.

[t must be noted here that many scholars have interpreted the word Dunya as
booty and impute that the pass was left in the pursuit of booty, whereas booty
was never looted but always collected in one place to be formally distributed
later. No matter how much one had recovered from the battlefield, he only re-
ceived his predetermined share at the time of final distribution. In my humble
opinion Dunya refers to the enthusiasm of the archers to join in the hot pursuit
of the fleeing enemy, which had a tinge of pride not befitting to the status of
the Companions ™"

They were instantly put to trial and the entire scenario of the battle changed.
Many of them fell martyrs while many others were wounded. Then the glad
tidings of a Divine Pardon followed. Not only were they forgiven but it was
also revealed that Allah is extremely kind and relenting to the believers and
has blessed them with His Favour. This Ayah indeed is an inviolable proof of
the perfection of the Companions™" faith.

And recall when you were running... Allah is Knower of what is in the breasts.

A sketch of the battle situation has been drawn next. The believers are being
reminded of the time when they were in a state of utter confusion and had lost
their formation. Each one was heading in different direction until the Holy
Prophet**" had to call out to them.

Some scholars are of the opinion that some of the Muslims had deserted the
battlefield. But this does not make sense that those who deserted the battle-
field would be called back. Firstly, desertion is the worst of capital sins and
secondly the battlefield was so close to the city that the deserters would have
easily taken refuge in their own homes and could not have possibly heard the
call of anyone. The actual fact was that the Companions™", being already few
in number, could not maintain their formation when they were attacked from
both ends and were scattered on the battlefield. Because of this many of them
either fell martyr or were wounded. And above all, the rumour of the Shaha-



dah of the Holy Prophet™" added fuel to the fire. It was then that the Holy
Prophet**" called out to the Companions™" to gather around him. All of them
rallied round him and the disintegrated force reassembled. They not only
forced the enemy to flee but also chased it in hot pursuit to a distance.

Allah says here that the Companions™" had to suffer grief after grief. The réal
objective was 1o train them to reach the level of perfect Fana-fi-Allah so that
no matter what may happen they may never suffer a decrease in their spiritual
states. And behind every event they can see the ong Who is the very Creator
of all actions and indeed aware of their deeds. This is why after the entire
event Allah cast a slumber over the Muslims, which was extremely soothing
for the sincere. It was a state of absorption, which is experienced at the de-
scent of Divine Lights. A Sufi also experiences this state when overwhelmed
by Divine Lights whereby inspite of being awake his body feels numb.
Hadhrat Abu Talha reports his experience: “It so happened at Uhad that |
wanted to hold firmly onto my sword but it kept slipping out of my hands.”

As for the hypocrites, they cannot avail such Barakah. At that very moment
when the believers were receiving it, the hypocrites were plunging deeper into
their ignorance and superstitions and were being mistrustful of the Almighty.
When Ibn-e-Obayy saw the people of Khazraj falling martyrs he observed:
“Do we have any say in any matter or will our brothers continue to be killed
because of the decisions taken by others?” Obviously, he referred to the deci-
sion of the Holy Prophet™". So it was revealed to the Holy Prophet™" 1o de-
clare that all matters lay within the control of Allah and that his decision was
indeed the decision of the Almighty. The hypocrites believed in their hearts
that their people would not have been slain had their opinion prevailed, but
they dared not express this notion in front of the Holy Prophet***,

So Allah commands the Holy Prophet™" to let the hypocrites know that even
if they had hidden inside their homes, those to be killed would have certainly
reached the spot where death awaited them. This battle tummed out to be a trial
exposing their inner selves and at the same time further purified the hearts of
the believers. The foundation of the malicious whispers of the hypocrites was
rocked for Allah is Aware of the secrets concealed in the hearts, and it is He
Who instils the feelings within them. It must be remembered that all those
who stumbled during the Battle of Uhad were misled by Satan as some had
counselled against the wish of the Holy Prophet™" at Madinah while others
had erred by vacating the pass. Even because of these involuntary violations
Divine Lights in their hearts had diminished from the level required to render
the whispers of Satan ineffective. But Allah forgave them because at both oc-
casions the errors were not wilful. However, the worldly hardships had to be
undergone. Undoubtedly, Allah is all-Forgiving and extremely Forbearing.



All those who wilfully overlook Sunnah must take this point. Do they expect
any good out of this conduct while they do not match the Companions™" in
any way, in devotion, in intellect or in morals?

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

Section

O you who believe! Be not like
those who disbelieve and say of
their brethren, when they travel in
the land or are engaged in fight-
ing, “Had they been with us, they
would not have died or been
slain.,” So that Allah may cause
this as anguish in their hearts.
And it is Allah Who gives life
and death, and Allah is the Be-
holder of what you do.

Surely, if you are slain in the way
of Allah or die, forgiveness from
Allah and Merc¢y are better than
all that they amass.

And whether you die or are slain,
surely unto Allah shall you be
gathered.

It is part of the Mercy of Allah
that you are gentle with them. Had
you been severe, hard-hearted,
they would have certainly broken
away from around you. So you
pardon them and you ask forgive-
ness for them and you consult
them in the affairs, and when you
have made up your mind put your
trust in Allah. Surely Allah loves
the trustful.

If Allah helps you, none can
overcome you, and if He forsakes
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161.

162.

163.

164,

165.

you, who is there that can he]p
you after Him? And in Allah
then, let the believers put their
trust.

It is not for any Prophet to hide
anything away. He, who hides
anything away, shall bring forth
on the Day of Judgement, what he
had hidden away. Then shall
every soul be repaid in full what it
had eamed, and thzy shall not be
wronged.

Is then he who follows the Pleas-
ure of Allah like the one who has
drawn Allah’s Condemnation?
His abode i1s Hell, and a woeful
destination!

They have varying grades with
Allah. And Allah 1s Beholder of
what they do.

Surely, Allah did confer a great
favour on the believers, when He
raised among them a Messenger
from within themselves, who re-
hearses His revelations to them,
and" purifies them, and teaches
them the Book and wisdom, while
before that they had been in mani-
fest error.

Is it that when you suffer a re-
verse, even though you had in-
flicted twice as much, you say,
“Whence is this?” Say, “It is but
from yourselves.” Surely, Allah
has power over everything.
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168.

169.

170.

| 71.

And what befell you on the day
when the two armies met, was by
Allah’s will, in order that He
might know the believers.

And that He might know who
played the hypocrite. And they
were told, “Come and fight in the
way of Allah or (at least) defend.
They said, “If we knew it was to
be a fight, we would have surely
followed you.” On that day, they
were nearer to disbelief than to
Faith. They say with their mouths
what is not in their hearts. And
Allah knows best what they con-
ceal.

The ones that say of their breth-
ren, while they themselves sit (at
ease), “Had they obeyed us they
would not have been slain.” Say,
“Then avert death from them-
selves if you are truthful.”

And think not of those slain in the
way of Allah as dead. Nay, they
live, with their Rabb, getting their
sustenance.

Exulting in what Allah has
granted them of His Grace. And
they rejoice about those who have
not yet joined them from after
them, on them is no fear nor shall
they grieve.

They rejoice in the favour of Al-
lah and His Grace, and Allah does
not waste the reward of the be-
lievers.
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The Secrets of Revelation

O you who you believe! ... Allah shall you be gathered.

Continuing the discussion, Allah asserts that it is not proper for the believers
to act or think like the non-believers. This is because the words and deeds of a
non-believer intrinsically contain a condition of punishment. Like the words of
the hypocrites that had their brothers stayed back with them, and had not un-
dertaken the venture in compliance with the Holy Prophet™*"’s command, they
too would have been safe and alive.

This very thought is a pain, a grief, and a prick, which sets the heart at unrest
and is the lot of the non-believers alone. Whereas life and death rests only
with Allah, He may award death or keep alive anyone He chooses because He
is all-Powerful. Why should then one grieve or be wistful?

This positive attitude towards death is acquired through faith and Allah is wit-
ness to all human deeds. In short, whichever way of life a person adopts he
will have to face its consequences. And death is a reality from which there is
no escape. Every one dies either in the Cause of Allah, or in the path of Satan.
The former is the path to glory. It is indeed a great blessing to die in His Cause
or in His Remembrance, for it shall entail His Forgiveness and Mercy, an iota
of which is more precious than all the treasures of this world. Such a death,
according to Hadith is a gift for the believer. Everyone has to die, whether
naturally or otherwise, and all have to gather before Allah without exception.
Now think of those who die or are slain in the way of Satan. What shall be
their condition on the Day of Judgement? Only then will it be realised how
superior the death in the way of Allah is over this temporary life!

It is part of the Mercy of Allah ... Surely Allah loves the trustful

How abundant is Allah’s Mercy that because of it the Holy Prophet®" is so
kind and affectionate to those around him. His affection and clemency is a
shield for them and his forgiving temperament their haven. This magnificence
and tolerance together with his generosity are all manifestations of the Divine
Mercy. Had he not been so munificent and of such an illustrious disposition,
the people would not have flocked around him and the reformation of man-
kind would not have been possible as desired. People would have been de-
prived of the opportunity of moral purification and self-reformation. But it be-
fitted Allah’s Mercy to raise such a kind and affectionate Prophet™" to pave
the way for general forgiveness and pardon.

Now if a person still remains deprived, the fault certainly lies with him, for
which he shall face the consequences both in this world and in the Akhirah.
The Holy Prophet™" is being told to maintain a forgiving attitude towards the



believers so that any errors they may commit as human beings or unwittingly
may not disturb his pious heart.

Disturbance of Qalb

This disturbance of the Qalb is contrary to clemency and disconnects spiritual
beneficence. That is why if the Shaikh’s Qalb is disturbed by a seeker, the
spiritual stations as well as the beneficence of the latter are ruined.

The Holy Prophet™" is being advised to seek Allah’s Forgiveness for his
Companions™", as his supplication would certainly be a source of blessing
and reassurance for them. And in all such matters that are not predetermined
by revelation, he should summon his Companions™ for a counsel, so that
they continue to enjoy his special grace.

Praise be to Allah! What a unique mode of glorifying His Prophet™™ has been
adopted. He Himself is interceding for his Companions™". And because of
them whosoever in the generations to come till the end, adheres to their exam-
ple can also hope for the same gracious treatment.

The author of Mu‘arif-al-Quran, Mufti Muhammad Shaf*i has dilated on the
legal aspect of consultation, its method and importance in an Islamic state in a
remarkable manner (Vol. Il pp. 215-224). May Allah illuminate his grave fur-
ther!

Consultation and Counsel

The consultation has the status of an advice. Even after the consultations the
option remains open to the Holy Prophet™" to decide according to the advice
given or against it. In any case full trust must be placed in Allah as all matters
ultimately rest in His Sovereignty.

The Western democracy is based on the opinion of the majority. If two blind
persons declare the day as night, the third person having perfect evesight is
compelled to accept the verdict. But in an Islamic society only the best
amongst the lot can qualify to be the ruler or Shaikh, who excels others in
knowledge, piety and righteousness. The opinion of such a person shall be, by
His Grace, the best. He should, however, consult others and it is quite possible
that the majority’s opinion may satisfy him or they may hold the same opinion
as his own. Nevertheless, the leader is under no compulsion to agree with the
opinion of the majority. He can, at his own discretion, for the betterment of
people holding Allah as witness, take a decision and execute it with complete
trust in Allah as He loves those who have trust in Him.

The author of Kashf al-Asrar quotes Bl *Ali Wifiq that Tawakkal has three
levels. The first is Tawakkal (trust), the second Taslim (submission) and the



third Tafwidh (entrusting results to Him). He elaborates that a person of trust
1s optimistic of Divine Promise, the one of Taslim is contented with the Divine
Knowledge, while of Tafwidh is resigned to Divine Will. The first seeks an

endorsement, the middle waits to behold, while the last is at ease with His
Will.

If Allah helps you, ... and a woeful destination!

Since the decisions of the Holy Prophet™", or anyone assuming leadership in
accordance with Shari‘ah after him, will only be for, Allah’s obedience, obedi-
ence to him will be a source of invoking Divine Help; and when Allah extends
His Help, no one can ever overpower the Muslims.

This is also true of a Shaikh. His endeavours or suggestions and counselling
are above vested interests, that is why he is supported by Allah. This Divine
Help is the basic source of the progress of Muslims. But if, Allah forbid, un-
worthy people take over as leaders and make decisions for their personal
gains, not only will they be abased but will also disgrace the entire Ummah.
Because when working for Allah ceases, not only is His Help withdrawn but
disgrace is also earned. And those who are disgraced by Allah find no helpers.
Similarly, if the inept hold the seat of a Shaikh they shall ruin the faith of the
people; hatred and hypocrisy would be instilled in their hearts instead of love.
May Allah protect us!

A believer has trust only in Allah. It is obvious that his trust will be within the
framework of Shari‘ah, as only piety and sincerity compliment faith. More-
over, it is not possible for a Prophet™ to breach Allah’s trust placed in him, as
it is such a contemptible act that every defaulter will have to go before Allah
with all that he had defaulted. The Holy Prophet™" will undoubtedly convey
Allah’s Message exactly as revealed. The hypocrites or the “non-believers
should not expect him to conceal anything that is revealed about their foul be-
liefs. Neither should anyone expect any partiality in the implementation of Di-
vine Commands or in the distribution of booty from the Holy Prophet™" as it
does not befit a Prophet. Whereas if anyone other than a Prophet indulges in
such an act he shall also face humiliation. This negates the doubts of the non-
believers that, (Allah forbid), the Holy Prophet™" was not fair in the distribu-
tion of the booty. Along with this, a general rule has been laid down that
breach of trust is indeed a disgraceful act. Breach encompasses all aspects of
deceit, for example; misappropriation or careless spending of the funds of
monasteries, mosques and schools etc or embezzlement in the Gowt. treasury.
According to Hadith such offences will result in the denial of intercession by
the Holy Prophet™" on Yaum-al-Qiyamah. Secondly every sin and act of
breach of trust invokes Divine Wrath, vet all sinners are not alike. The mani-



festation of Divine Wrath is Hell, which is a morbid place indeed. It is worth
remembering that people are of different levels in His view. Neither all the
dwellers of Paradise nor of Hell are of the same level. The stations in the
Paradise increase upwards and the more a person obeyed Allah with sincerity
in this ephemeral life the higher are the levels attained by him, while the more
one lacks in obedience, the lower he sinks in Hell, where levels increase
downwards, and Allah is always watching over every one.

Surely. Allah did confer ... before that they had been in m:anifest error.

Allah has been extremely Generous to the believers by appointing from
amongst them the most exalted Prophet™", who is Mercy for the entire crea-
tion. All the vivacity and colour of this world is because of him from which
every type of creation is benefiting. But unto the Muslims it is the greatest of
favours that they are enriching themselves eternally by his Barakah while the
rest of the people are availing only the mundane benefits. The real human be-
ing is Spirit, whereas the physical body is merely its tool. Therefore, the real
blessings are the spiritual pleasures from which only the Muslims are benefit-
ing. Had the Holy Prophet™" been from a different kind i.e. angel or jinn,
mankind could not have fully benefited from him. This was indeed a singular
honour for the mankind that the Holy Prophet™" was of their kind. His raising
elevated the mankind in status over the rest of Allah’s creations. It must be
remembered that denial of the fact that the Holy Prophet™" was a human be-
ing is infidelity. The author of Riih-al-Mo‘ani asserts that when Shaikh Wali
ul-Din Iraqi was asked whether it was a prerequisite to believe in the Holy
Prophet™" as a human being and as an Arab, he replied that undoubtedly it
was so. He further elaborated that if someone acknowledged his Prophethood
but was not sure whether he was a human being or an angel or a jinn and also
whether he was an Arab or non Arab, there was no,oubt in his disbelief.

Itis a great blessing that the Holy Prophet™" recites the Divine Revelations:

indeed he has elevated the human being to the status of an interlocutor with
Allah. This handful of clay has been given the determination and the desire to
seek Divine Guidance in every matter and for this very purpose the Holy
Prophet™" purifies the souls of the believers.

What is Tazkiyah?

It is a spiritual state, a feeling of the Qalb, which generates sincerity and a pas-
sion to obey Allah and an abhorrence for sin. A living evidence to this phe-
nomenon are the pious lives of the Companions™*. At the time of the Holy
Prophet™*"’s raising, the world in general and Arabia in particular was morally
at the verge of destruction, His raising instilled a new life into mankind and



blessed the same people with the highest levels of morality and sincerity to-
wards Allah to which history fails to present any parallels.

The teachings and sayings of the Holy Prophet™" along with the beneficence
of his company are the basis of Tazkiyah. His teachings are heard even by a
non-believer but because he is void of faith he fails to receive the beneficence
of his company and eventually remains deprived of Tazkiyah. A believer on
the other hand because of belief attains those feelings dissipated in his com-
pany. This is why the recipient of a single glance was elevated to the status of
a Companion, and this great blessing continued to be distributed during his
lifetime.

Those who enjoyed the company of the Companions™" became Taba‘in, and
those benefiting from them, in turn, were known as Tab‘a Taba'in. Then the
Aulia attained this blessing from the illuminated hearts of Tab‘a Taba'in and
enlightened the hearts of following generations and will, Insha Allah, keep on
doing so. Because of the blessings of Tazkiyah, it becomes possible to attain
I'nowledge of the Book, wisdom, and the Sunnah. This Tazkiyah or spiritual
beneficence of the company is the basis of attaining knowledge. The real edu-
cation is that of the Book and the wisdom, which facilitates the practical life

of a person. In the absence of such knowledge, a mere recognition of alphabets
will remain, which cannot be termed as enlightenment.

It has also been clarified here that, an interpretation of the Book or wisdom
also accompanies the Book, which is Hadith and the explanation of the Quran
as given by the Holy Prophet™". Before that the people were living in igno-
rance, well known to them i.e. they were fully aware that they had lost the Di-
vine Track. Probably a similar situation prevails today as inner enlightenment
15 rare indeed. Men having illuminated hearts and the capacity to transmit this
light to others are very few. When hearts are deprived of this blessing, the
power to practise righteousness is not granted. People read the Book as well as
teach it but often fail to act upon it. May Allah bless everyone with an illumi-
nated heart!

It is imperative to find persons who have illuminated hearts and are not only
the custodians of the spiritual states endowed by the Holy Prophet™"* but also
have the capability to transmit these lights to the hearts of others. Should one
find such a person, his company must be thoroughly availed because it will be
a source of spiritual life and shall open the avenues of real knowledge. Mark
the sequence given by Quran; the recitation, the Tazkiyah, and then the teach-
ing of the Book and the wisdom. However, even after attaining all, a person
may still face hardships and distress in life, because as a human being he is apt
to err. These hardships sometime serve as a source of atonement and at times



as a source of spiritual elevation, and also help draw a line between the be-
liever and the hypocrite.

Is it that when vou suffer a reverse ... from themselves if you are truthful.

The losses, which the believers and their Army incurred on the day of Uhad,
were half of what, the non-believers had already suffered at Badar. Therefore,
it should not be a source of anxiety for the Muslims at all.

The real and the basic cause, though unintentional, was the vacation of the
mountain pass against the explicit orders of the Holy Prophet™". Its conse-
quences had to be faced. And finally through this trial Allah wished to honour
some believers with Shahadah, and others with glory in the eyes of the world.
Besides, hypocrites were easily identified when they refused to take part in the
battle saying that they explicitly thought it to be suicidal. This comment by the
hypocrites over the words of the Holy Prophet™" took them deeper into disbe-
lief. Though this was a verbal outburst whereas their hearts were far more ma-
ligned, and Allah certainly knows what they conceal in their hearts. These un-
fortunate ones not only separated themselves from the Muslim army but also
invited others to do the same, saying that ‘Alas! Had the believers listened to
them they would not have been slain. These hypocrites must be challenged to
prevent their own death! When they are powerless to avert death from their
own selves, how can they claim control over the death of others? According to
Riih-al-Mo*ani , many hypocrites had died on that very day.

And think not of those slain ... does not waste the reward of the believers.
Life of Shaheed

Allah proclaims that those whom you consider killed are Shuhada® and the
Shaheed must never be assumed dead as they are alive. This is being said of
those who were not only slain but also buried before the very eyes of the peo-
ple, Inspite of this it is commanded that they should never be considered dead!

If it is argued that this refers to the spiritual life it will not be proper because a
believer and a non-believer alike enjoy that. The Spirit in both cases lives on,
and after reckoning in the grave, peace and comfort for the pious while pun-
ishment for the non-believers and malefactors, is proven by the Quran and
Hadith. And if it is assumed that this life refers to the Akhirah, the author of
Tafsir-e Kabir rejects it as the opinion of the M utazilah and certainly false.
He adds that, then certainly it is a life whereby the bond between the Spirit
and the physical body is very strongly maintained. There is a connection be-
tween Spirit and body whereby the reward or punishment given to the Spirit
also affects the body and both share the comforts or the distress. But the con-



nection between the Shahid’s body and Spirit is far stronger; they are provided
with subsistence and they eat and drink.

Now if someone asserts that no food or drink has ever been seen in the grave
of a Shaheed, he should ponder over a saying of the Holy Prophet™"; “1 am
provided by my Rabb with food and water”. It is a fact that outwardly the
Holy Prophet™" went without food and water for days in a row. Allah pro-
vided for him, which was neither material nor visible to anyone. This is why,
inspite of going without food for days, his sacred body never felt starved or
malnourished. A Shaheed receives similar provisions and he continues to
maintain sensitivity towards joy and sorrow for which life is a prerequisite.
And not only does he feel for himself but also derives happiness and comforts
from the fact that his descendents are on the Path of Allah. This is because
they have witnessed the fact that Allah never fails to reward any good deed by
the believers, and feel happy about the fact that their kindred will also be
blessed with rewards on joining them.

To sum up, a Shahid is alive and the connection of his Spirit with his body is
so strong that his body does not decompose. He is given subsistence, is con-
scious of Happiness and sorrow, and his knowledge becomes so extensive that
he is aware of the condition of those left behind. In other words, he lives a
worldly life governed by the rules of the Akhirah. He resides in Barzakh and
all his affairs are related to it; for example, food and drink, sleep and vigi-
lance, joys and woe. If he lives on, it is because he had received the Barakah
of the Prophet™ and was thus honoured with Shahadah. Then the life of a
Prophet™ himself in Barzakh would be far stronger and enriched, which has
no parallel outside Prophethood.

Section 18
172. Those who answered the call of oy ”i’fﬁi" #f'ﬁr_ﬁl
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175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

~ whom He will.

cient and He is the best Guard-
jan.”

Tﬁey then returned with Favour
from Allah and His Grace. No
harm touched them and they
followed Allah’s Pleasure. And
Allah is the Owner of abounding
Grace.

It is only that Satan frightens you
of his friends, so fear them not,
but fear Me if you are believers.

And let not those who hasten into
disbelief grieve you. Certainly
they will not harm Allah at all.
Allah intends to give them no por-
tion in the Akhirah, and for them
is severe punishment.

Certainly those who purchased
disbelief for belief shall not harm
Allah at all, and for them 1is
grievous punishment.

And let not those who disbelieve
think that We grant them respite
for their good. We grant them res-
pite only that they may increase in
sin, and for them is shameful
punishment.

Allah is not the One to leave the
believers in the state in which you
are now, unless He
discriminated the impure from the
pure. And Allah is not the One to
inform you about the Unseen, but
Allah chooses of His Messengers
So believe in
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The Secrets of Revelation

Those who answered the call of Allah ... if you are believers.

Blessed are those who inspite of numerous hardships stood fast on the obedi-
ence to Allah and His Prophet™", They are indeed the righteous and purified,
For them awaits a great reward with Allah. The Quran is the last Divine Book,
forever and for the entire mankind. It lays down the principles that the troubles
faced in this world also become a source of spiritual elevation as the more hur-
dles one faces in Divine obedience, the more he shall be rewarded. Since the
exemplary believers are the Companions™, the discussion begins with them.

According to Tafsir-e-Kabir, on the day following the Battle of Uhad, the Holy
Prophet™"* commanded the Companions™" to chase the enemy. They were, by
and large, seriously wounded. Seventy had laid down their lives. Nevertheless,
they set out in pairs, taking turn in leaning on one another for support but did
not give up the pursuit. They went up to Hamr al-Asad; three miles away from
Madinah. Not only had the men shown total devotion but the women were
also extremely zealous. Imam Razi writes that a lady was searching impa-
tiently for the Holy Prophet™" to know of his welfare while her own father,
husband, brother and son had embraced Shahadah on the battlefield. As soon
as she saw the Holy Prophet™" she thanked Allah and exclaimed that all trou-
bles now seemed trivial. When Hadhrat Safiah™" arrived at the battlefield, the



Holy Prophet™" directed Hadhrat Zubair to keep her away lest she wails over
the mutilated body of her beloved brother. She said that she knew what had
happened to Hamzah. She then walked up to where the body was lying and
proclaimed: * even if this is the price one has to pay for obedience, the deal is
certainly lucrative”.

The commentators explain that all the Companions™" were pious and right-
eous as borne out by their act of responding to the Call of Allah and His Holy
Prophet™". Such a response is impossible without Ihsan and Tagwa. They all
were endowed with these qualities and qualified for great rewards. Obedience
demands sincerity. Without it no task, no matter how great it may apparently
be, can acquire Divine Acceptance, for fighting with valour is also witnessed
in the non-believers.

The chivalry and total obedience by the Companions™" as well as their lhsan,
Taqwa and absolute devotion is also being described here. Thsan as explained
by Hadith-e Jibril is to worship Rabb as if one beholds Him. In other words it
refers to the feeling of being present before Allah, while Tagwa i1s another

name for practising extreme caution in actions because of the feeling of His
Presence.

And here it is the Holy Prophet™™"’s obedience, as it was he who had ordered
this pursuit, while and no fresh Command was revealed for it. The point to
note here is that the order issued by the Holy Prophet™" is being referred to as
Allah’s order. This proves that any order given by the Holy Prophet™" at his
own discretion also carries an equal weight as compared to those revealed by
Allah. Those who deny Hadith should ponder over this point.

Another excellence of the Companions™" being mentioned is that when the
hypocrites and the polytheists tried to scare them that the Makkans were
coming back for a fresh attack, which they should plan to avoid; it further
strengthened the already strong faith of the Companions™". They knew very
well that the path they had chosen was full of hazards but each wrmoil added
more strength to their faith. Besides, actions are also a part of faith, which is a
declaration endorsed by practice. Each act of obedience adds to the faith while
each error diminishes it, so much so that continuous indulgence in sin results
in the loss of faith and such Muslims in name are an easy prey for disbelief.
But the state of the Companions™" is such that they declare that for them
Allah Alone suffices as the Best of helpers.

Praise be 1o Allah! How vehemently is Tagivyah being negated! Hadhrat *Ali’
** was also present at the scene but no one resorted to Tagiyyah and Allah
termed the action of the Companions™" as strengthening of faith and pre-
sented it before the entire mankind as an example. And then see the reward;



they returned triumphantly, unharmed, while the Makkans fled in fright. The
Companions™" even did trading in the market of Hamr al Asad, benefited
from it, and above all attained Allah’s Pleasure, which is the greatest of all
blessings. Allah indeed is the Most Gracious.

Here a very high degree of trust is demonstrated but it must also be noted that
the Holy Prophet™" employed all possible means at his disposal. He took
weapons and his wounded Companions™" in pursuit of the enemy saying,
“Allah is sufficient for us and is the best of helpers”.

Trust involves employment of all permissible means and to fearlessly stand
fast on Divine obedience. Fearing anyone save Allah does not befit a believer.
It is Satan’s strategy that he frightens his followers by different methods and
persuades them to engage in evil. Whether he be from the humans or the Jinn,
his greatest weapon is to instil the fear of others than Allah in the hearts of
people. And a frightened person then simply struggles to save himself from
the clutches of whom he fears. But a believer is ordered not to fear anyone ex-
cept Allah and this indeed is the acme of faith. Allah explicitly tells believers
to fear Him and His disobedience.

This address carries a strong feeling of being present before Allah as if He is
saying: “You are My own bondsmen, so make My Pleasure your pursuit and
fear My Annoyance. When you are in My court then why should you be
afraid of anyone else™? And to beg for life employing Taqiyyah is simply ab-
surd!

It has also been clarified that obedience to Satan never leads to peace of mind,
while his nearmess keeps one constantly terrified. However, a distance from
him certainly renders a person oblivious of many fears. And following the
Sunnah can only attain peace. People today seek peace through affluence and
power using the Satanic means, but in the process plunge into a quagmire from
which there is no return, This is why Allah declares: “Fear Me if you are be-
lievers”, Faith demands that only Allah’s Annoyance is feared. It does not

mean eyewash but practically every act that would cause His Displeasure
should be given up.

And let not those who hasten ... for them is shameful punishment.

The Holy Prophet™" must not grieve for those who revert to infidelity in
every other matter and act as a source of strengthening the non-believers, for
they can cause no harm to Allah. Neither can their evil designs pose any threat
to Islam, nor should the Holy Prophet™" brook any concern for their heading
towards Hell. The fact is that because of their misdeeds Allah has decided to
deprive them of the eternal blessings and to punish them severely in the



Akhirah. Their crime is very grave as they have preferred infidelity to faith. A
painful doom awaits them. They can do no harm to Allah’s Din. And, not for a
moment, must they believe that the respite given to them in this world is a fa-
vour to them. The wealth, the children or power and authority given to them
is, by no stretch of imagination, a blessing, rather a form of punishment. In-
spite of having all these blessings they neither have peace of mind nor hope
for any comfort in the Akhirah. On the contrary, their affluence and power is
driving them further into sin and disobedience of Allah. The end result will, of
course, be a shameful doom.

Sin, indeed, is a poison which if digested results in death. But If vomiting
starts it saves the life though momentarily painful. Similarly, if a little admoni-
tion on sins is forthcoming it serves as prevention, but once given a respite it
results in perdition. It is, therefore, foolish to rejoice over such a respite.

Allah is not the One to leave ... for you will be a great reward

As for the distress befalling the Muslims as experienced at Uhad, it was
Allah's Will to expose the hypocrites and separate them from the believers
because outwardly there is no apparent distinction between the two. But in
times of turmoil only a believer stands fast, whereas for a hypocrite it is not
possible because he has embraced Islam only for worldly gains. The moment
he sees a threat to his interests or to his life he flees from the challenge just as
the hypocrites had demonstrated at Uhad.

Furthermore, the future promise of more humiliation for the hypocrites and
victory for the believers and Islam is clearly pronounced. And as time rolled
on, not only was this Quranic prophecy proved correct but it also endorsed the
excellence of faith of the four Caliphs and eminent Companions™" because
Allah selected those noble personalities as instruments for the victory of Is-
lam. In other words, whereas the hardships elevated the believers it also ex-
posed the hypocrites and according to Quranic terminology, the Tayyib (pure)
was separated from the Khabith (impure).

Praise be to Allah! This exposition could have also been done by a Divine
Pronouncement of the names of hypocrites. But Allah does not inform every-
one over the unseen because then there will be no distinction between a
Prophet™ and a commoner. Moreover, the hypocrites would have easily de-
nied the charge and asserted their loyalty to Islam. But now there was no room
left for any pretence as their conduct at Uhad had completely exposed their
hypocrisy. And it facilitated the believers to sever their ties with the hypo-
crites. Allah does not inform everyone over matters concerning the unseen but
chooses the Prophets™ for His Revelations, The Shari‘ah handed down to
them becomes a yardstick separating the obedient from the defiant.



It must not be mistaken here that the Prophets™ have knowledge of the un-
seen. Their knowledge is not the knowledge of the unseen, rather it is informa-
tion provided by Allah. The Divine Knowledge has two characteristics.
Firstly, it is inherent and not dependent on any other source. And secondly it
encompasses the past as well as future. No matter how trivial a matter may be,
it cannot be hidden from His Knowledge. To ascribe partners in these attrib-
utes is indeed polytheism. He doss, however, inform His Prophets™ on mat-
ters of the unseen as He chooses, which is information on the unseen, and not
knowledge of the unseen. It is also clear that the Hypocrites were exposed to
the Holy Prophet™" through a Divine Revelation, while 10 the Muslims
through a trial, With this background, can there be an iota of doubt over the in-
tegrity of those whom the Holy Prophet™" himself had nominated as leaders
of the Ummah after him?

So the Muslims are enjoined to believe in Allah and all the Prophets™, In
other words, believing in the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™" is indeed
believing in all the preceding Prophets™ because all of them had commanded
their people to believe in him. !t is not an ordinary thing to be blessed with
faith and then also given the capacity to practise it. This is Taqwa, and is in-
deed worth a generous reward.

And let nor those who... Allah is Aware of what you do.

The real source of mischief is the Jewish and Christian scholars who conceal
the qualities of the Holy Prophet™" clearly stated in their Books. They have
acted niggardly by hiding what they knew and have created a state of unrest
amongst the people. Let them not draw satisfaction from their wealth and
power as a token of Allah’s Pleasure. For worldly affluence and power is only
a reward for those who are also blessed with faith, otherwise it is a source of
distress and disgrace both here and in the Hereafter. Niggardliness means
avoiding the obligatory aspects such as non-payment of Zakat or concealment
of knowledge or avoidance of Jihad, inspite of having the capacity. In short,
failure to spend or manifest something obligatory is niggardliness, and that is
forbidden and will lead to Hell. However, non-compliance to any act, or
spending which is merely Mustahib (commendable), is neither niggardliness
nor punishable. But to conceal the truth is far worse than the withholding of
wealth and life. And such sinners will be yoked on the Day of Judgement.

The miser will enter Hell with the hoarded wealth coiled as a snake around his
neck. Or there will be yokes of fire from which everyone will seek Allah’s
Protection and these will be put around the necks of the niggardly and will
cause his fall into Hell. Besides, whatever lies between the earth and the heav-
ens belongs to Allah and whatever one may have is a temporary possession.



Sooner or later it has to be left behind. The real owner is only Allah and He is
Aware of the practices of every human being,

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

Section

Surely Allah has heard the words
of those who say, “Truly Allah is| aas
poor and we are rich.” We shall
certainly record wkat they have
said and their slaying of the
Prophets™ without right, and We
shall say, “Taste the punishment
of the burning.”

This is because of what your
hands have sent on before. For

Allah is never unjust to His
slaves.

Those who say, “Surely Allah
took our promise that we shall not
believe in a Messenger unless he
brings to us a sacrifice which fire
shall consume.” Say, “Surely
there came to you Messengers be-
fore me with clear signs and even
with what you ask for, then why
did you kill them if you are truth-
ful?”

If then they reject you, even so
were rejected Messengers™ be-
fore you, who came with clear
signs and the Scriptures and the
luminous Book.

Every soul shall taste death and
only on the Day of Judgement you
will be paid your recompense in
full. Then he who is drawn away
from the Fire and admitted to
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The Secrets of Revelation

Surely Allah has heard the words ... Allah is never unjust to His slaves.

Allah is aware of those who mock His Commandments regarding charity and
Zakit and say that they are wealthy while Allah is impoverished, asking them




to contribute in His Way whereas this spending is only to benefit the creation.
The Jews may not have held such an absurd belief, and may have only made
such a preposterous statement to oppose the Holy Prophet™®, Such nonsense
is 10 be outrightly ignored.

Allah declares that everything uttered by these people is being recorded. It is
not a simple matter to be casually dismissed, rather it will become a part of
their Record of Conduct, which will eventually be brought forth. So the Holy
Prophet™" should ignore this nonsense. In fact, their Record of Conduct car-
ries far more heinous crimes for they did not even spare their own Prophets™
and wantonly put them to sword.

Abatement in Sin

It is important to note here that agreeing to evil tantamounts to participation in
it. According to the Holy Prophet™" if a person witnesses crime and raises a
voice in disapproval, it is as if he was not even present there. But if a person
physically absent from the scene consents to crime, it is as if he actually par-
ticipated in it, just as the Jews who reconciled to the assassination of the
Prophets™ at the hands of their forefathers have become a party to that killing.

Imam Rz writes that once a person spoke in favour of the assassination of
Hadhrat ‘Uthman in the presence of Im@m Shibli, who declared him as an ac-
complice to the murder. Hence these partners-in-sin of Killing their Prophets™
will be condemned to Hell to taste the punishment as they wronged them-
selves by abetting the crime. And Allah does not wrong anyone ever. All these
punishments are embodiments of their sins.

Those who say, ... and the Scriptures and the luminous Book.

The Jews argue that Allah had granted all the Prophets™ or more specifically
Prophet Milsi™ the miracle whereby whatever was offered in the Cause of Al-
lah was consumed by a fire from the heavens. The Jews said that they were
committed to the obedience to their Prophets™. Now the Prophet™" of Islam
wishes 1o use the collected charity in the propagation of Isldim and for the wel-
fare of poor people so it implies that he is (Allah forbid) not a Prophet!

Allah tells the Holy Prophet™™ to inform them that many a miracles had been
brought to them by the preceding Prophets™ including the ones that they de-
mand now, but they, that is their forefathers, killed those Prophets™. So when
they failed to believe in them, how can any miracle manifested today make
them accept the truth? Had they been sincere, they would have certainly be-
lieved in them. And as every Prophet™ commanded his followers to believe in
the last Prophet™", they would have certainly embraced Islam by now. But un-
fortunately this is not the case. By denymg the Prophethood of the Holy



Prophet Muhammad ™, they have indeed denied the Prophethood of Miisa™
too. So the Holy Prophet ™" is comforted by Allah not to be grieved by their
misconduct, as they are habitual criminals. They have denied many Prophets™
sent before with eminent Divine Scriptures and Books.

Every soul shall taste death. ... is a matier of great determination

Turning away from the truth for materialistic gains is futile, as eventually each
individual has to die. This Ayah was revealed when the Holy Prophet™" for-
bade Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddiq from killing the Jew who had impudently said
Allah is a pauper and we are rich, that is why we are being told to give chanty
He was about to draw out his sword when the Holy Prophet™" stopped him.

In short, one must be tolerant like Hadhrat Abu Bakr over material, personal
and social turmoil as well as the verbal impudence of the non-believers. One
should, for the sake of Allah forego revenge, as a malefactor will only do
wrong. If the virtuous also resort to act in the same way how will piety and
nobility survive in this world?

Along with patience, the believers are also commanded to observe Taqwa. An
attitude of faimess must be adopted to facilitate reformation in both the worlds
i.e. to reduce the volume of evil here and to increase the blessings of the Here-
after. And this indeed demands lot of moral courage. Jihad is*imperative for
the survival of the truth and revival of Islam, but fighting for personal reasons
is not Jihad. Jihad is enjoined on tha Muslims for the implementation and pro-
tection of Din and for the eradication of oppression and demands patience and
a sacrifice of personal desires.

And recall when Allah took a bond ... Allah has power over everything.

The People of the Book for the sake of vexing the Holy Prophet™" and his fol-
lowers ignored the Divine Commandments, whereas they were under a pledge
to publicise the virtues of the Holy Prophet™*, mentioned in their Books, to
the people. They were told not only to believe in the last Prophet™* but also to
invite people towards the truth. But they failed to honour their pledge and for
petty interests denied the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™" and concealed
his characteristics given in their Books.

They indeed made a very raw deal. Even if they were 1o attain all the comforts
of the world death awaits them anyway, and they stand deprived of Akhirah, a
place of etemal bliss. Instead, they have earned eternal punishments. It is
proven here that knowledge must be passed on. If a knowledgeable person re-
sorts 10 silence and people around him go astray, he will, according to Hadith,
be hamessed with fire on the Day of Judgement. Similarly one must not be
afraid of facing hardships in the propagation of Islam as all hardships and sor-



rows will come to an end upon death, which is inevitable for every soul. This
Nuftis connotes that death will be experienced by all the living beings.
whether destined to Paradise or Hell. Besides, the Almighty Allah has also
been termed as Being (soul) so will He be included in this literal generaliza-
tion?

The author of Tafsir-e Kabir argues that it is not so. The term sow! pertans to
the sentient beings in this world as the Command that follows states “whoso-
ever is saved from Hell and is admitted into Paradise has indeed succeeded.”
Besides, soul is something aparn from the physical body and its life and this
Ayah also proves existence. That it is the one that will taste death. Obviously
the one that will remain 1o taste, will not only exist but will also be equipped
with the faculties to taste,

What is Death?

It is obvious that death is a characteristic of the physical life but not of the in-
corporeal Spirit, The outcome of worldly life is death followed by requital,
which will be far more severe as compared to this world and will be etemal.
So the wiser course of action is to plan for that Day. This planning itself is the
answer to all temporal tribulations. If the Akhirah is in sight, the troubles en-
countered in the way of Din appear pleasant, as they will be a source of great
rewards there. And anyone who manages 10 escape the Fire and is admitted
into Paradise has indeed won. This blessing will only be attained by the Mus-
lims whether immediately after death or after some admonition. But it is"sure
that those dying as Muslims will enter Paradise, and will be entitled to eternal
comforts. On the other hand a non-believer will be condemned to Hell forever,
so what if he acquires all the wealth and treasures in this temporary abode’
The comforts of this worldly life will only serve as a source of eternal distress
for him, as it is nothing but deception. Besides, Islam is another name of trial
for a Muslim, who has to sacrifice life and wealth, or has 1o face the slander-
ous campaigns of the heretics! In fact the believers are being wamed that they
willhav:mlimmﬂmufmfmmﬂmPeopI:nfmeBookmdﬂw
polylhr.lsts In other words, insulting the Holy Prophet™" and the Compan-
ions™" is characteristic of the Jews and the polytheists. This is the situation
uﬂmfamdbyﬂwmblcmlcalsoﬂmﬁrwmngdncﬁteaseﬂwmhym
Ing nonsense, which is more painful than even sacrificing the life and wealth
and the most challenging task of the sublime Siifi Path, but the believer is en-
couraged by Allah to adopt patience and act righteously, which indeed is a
very courageous conduct.

Concealing or altering any part of the sayings of the Holy Prophet™" is indeed
a serious transgression leading to eternal loss. Such criminals shall not rejoice



for long. They in fact deceive the public who mistake them as genuine
scholars and preachers whereas they seek their own benefits under the cover
of Din. The temporary appreciation of the people cannot save such
transgressors from Allah's hold and such cheats will be punished grievously in
the Akhirah.

This was basically the hallmark of the Jews and the Christian scholars who for
their personal gains concealed the truth. But whosoever will follow suit and
deceive people in the name of religion will be considered as one of them.
Same will be the fate of many a pretenders who promote innovations in the
name of Tasawwuf and Suliik and when questioned shamelessly argue that
Shari‘ah and Tarigah were two different entities. Their sole aim is to gain
temporal benefits otherwise Tasawwuf is a serious struggle to follow Shari*ah
with humility and awe in letter and in spirit. Similar is the case of those schol-
ars who sell verdicts against the truth for vested interests.

In short, using Din as a stepping stone to worldly success i.e. trading in Din
for this world, is a heinous act calling for painful retribution. May Allah pro-
tect us! And even if someone succeeds in accumulating heaps of wealth, he
will have to leave it behind one day. The kingdom of the heavens and the earth
belongs to Allah, Who is Omnipotent. If He wills He may not allow the trad-
ers-in-Din to gain anything out of it or may cause the wealth so acquired to be
a source of torture for them. And ultimately everyone has to abandon every-
thing and move on!

Section 20
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198.

into the Fire, and for the wrong-
doers there shall be no helpers.

Our Rabb! We have indeed heard
a caller calling to faith, ‘Believe
in your Rabb’. So we have be-
lieved. Our Rabb! Forgive us then
our sins and expatiate our mis-
deeds and let us die along with the
righteous.

Our Rabb! Grant us what You
have promised us through Your
Messengers, and disgrace us not
on the Day of Judgement. Indeed
You never break Your promise.”

Then did their Rabb answer
them: “I shall never waste the
work of any of you, male or
female - one of you from the
other. So those who emigrated and
were driven out of their houses
and persecuted in My Cause and
fought and were slain, 1 shall
expiate their misdeeds and I shall
surely admit them into Gardens
with streams flowing undemeath.
A reward from Allah! And with
Allah is the best of rewards.”

Let not the movement of the dis-
believers through the land deceive
you.

A brief enjoyment! And then Hell
is their abode, and an evil resort.

But for those who fear their Rabb
are gardens with streams flowing
underneath. Therein shall they
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abide — an entertainment from
Allah. And that which 1s with
Allah is best for the righteous.
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The Secrets of Revelation
Surely in the creation of ... Accepted (their request)

For a sound mind, there are evidences of Allah’s Greatness in the universe,
and then a munificent Prophet™" is raised whose every gesture overwhelms
the human mind. Even now if someone repudiates the truth, it means that he
has wasted the natural capacity to comprehend the truth, or is devoid of it al-
together. However, if the senses are intact, the creation of heavens and the
earth and the alternation of days and nights provide ample evidence of His
Cognition.

The wording of the Ayah is ulul-Albab (men of understanding). Lub refers to
the kernel or essence of a thing. Now the extrinsic sense is possessed by every
animal that can also discriminate between days and nights and know how to
fulfil their needs. But to contemplate over the alternation of days and nights,
and Who has designed them so meticulously that they don't change their
course even minutely and have been following their cycle flawlessly for centu-
ries, is beyond them. Who creates the greenery, the fodder, the food, the flow-
ers and the fruits? The creation of the earth and the heavens itself is a manifes-



tation of the magnificence of the Creator. And there is a perpetual process of
evolution and reproduction in which trillions of creatures ranging from insects
to plants to humans are created every moment according to a pre-determined
pattern and schedule.

Who is the one prevailing over each and every particle, and controlling every
single moment of time? Only the men of understanding ponder over these mat-
ters. They have a deep understanding of realities. And who are they? Allah
identifies them as the people who are never heedless of His Zikr. Every seeker
begins his journey on Suliik mitially with some evidence and logic, and a per-
son of sound intellect gathers evidences on Allah’s Attributes and Greatness.
However, when he attains even an iota of Divine Cognition, all logic and rea-
soning are also lifted like veils. The Qalb is then illuminated by Divine Lights
and engages in perpetual Zikr. Evidences and proofs, though means of access
to Him, assume a secondary position. Therefore, such people, whether stand-
ing, sitting or reclining, engage themselves in Allah’s Zikr, which indeed is a
function of the Qalb and in the given context, is impossible without Qalb.
Whether it is the tongue or the limbs, these do not possess the capacity to per-
form any task continuously. They need to take some rest after a while. All the
actions performed by the limbs and the thoughts, when within the sphere of
Allah’s obedience, will be considered as Zikr. Every good word uttered will
be Zikr, but a constant Zikr is only possible when the Qalb engages in it.

Now how can this be done? To state it briefly, the beneficence of the Holy
Prophet™ has two aspects. Firstly, his teachings and secondly the Barakah of
his company. The exalted status of Companionship is indebted to his Barakah,
acquired in his company through inspiratior. Allah employed the Muslim
Ummah for the protection of His Din, which shall continue as long as this
world exists. The scholars of the outward knowledge preserved the teachings
of the Holy Prophet™", passed them on to the coming generations, and this
process, thanks to Allah, is going on very well. Similarly, the accomplished
scholars, in addition to the knowledge of the teachings, also attained the spiri-
tual excellence and in turn enlightened the hearts of mankind. This process is
reflective. Just as the Companions™* benefited from the auspicious company
of the Holy Prophet™", the Taba'in received this Barakah from the Compan-
ions™" and in tumn passed it on to the Tab‘a Taba‘in. Likewise the levels and
stations of Wilayah are transmitted from one heart to another through the be-
neficence and Barakah of the company, The first step towards this is Zikr-e-
Qalbi and when the Qalb gets initiated, only Allah knows how many times it
calls out Allah with every beat.

The indication of its initiation or magnetization is that a person begins to re-
frain from useless activities, becomes far sighted, begins to contemplate and
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starts visualizing the ultimate results. Observing the heavens and the earth and
whatever is in them, he cries out: “O’' our Rabb! You have indeed not created
this tremendous universe in vain. You are far too exalted to do anything futile.
Now when we have become believers in You, Your Holy Prophet™" and the
Akhirah do save us from the Fire for those condemned to it will be totally dis-
graced and will not find any helper. ‘O’ Allah! We have accepted the invita-
tion of Your Prophet™" and believed. So please forgive us and overlook our
faults and grant us the company of pious persons until death. O our Rabb!
Bless us with the bounties you have promised us tHrough Your Prophets™* and
spare us the disgrace on the Day of Judgment, as You never fail to honour
Your Word.™

In short, when Zikr initiates the Qalb it begins to ponder over the end results
of everything, which certainly revolutionizes the practical life. However, hu-
man error cannot be completely ruled out but one instantly reverts to Him and
begs His Forgiveness. Without these blessings, the entire life is wasted in the
fulfilment of mundane desires!

Then did their Rabb ... And with Allah is the best of rewards. "

So Allah accepts their supplication. Here a unique sequence has been laid
down for the acceptance of a supplication as explained in Tafsir-e-Kabir. First
is the attainment of His Cognition through proofs, followed by perpetual Zikr,
then contemplation and His Glorification and finally putting forward the
supplication.

The Merit of Reasoning

Imam Razi asserts that just as the Ayah “put off your shoes, you are in the sa-
cred Valley of Tuwa (12:20)" highlights the role of the shoes as a means of
reaching the valley, and once Prophet Miisa™ was there the shoes were no
longer required, similarly the reasoning is merely a stepping stone to Allah's
Cognition. Once this station is attained, a person is overwhelmed by the Cog-
nition of the Being and no longer requires any logics. Such people continu-
ously engage in the Zikr of Allah’s Name, and when they do, their prayers are
honoured with acceptance.

Mustajab ad-D'wat

In other words, only a person blessed with His Cognition as explained above
can be a Mustajab ad-D'wit, Allah declares that He does not let good deeds
of anyone go waste. May it be a male or female both are equally responsible to
obey Allah. In 0. :r words a woman can also acquire high ranks of Wilayah.
Those who abandoned home and hearth in obedience to the Holy Prophet™*
have set a model of exemplary obedience. Inspite of this the non-believers



continued torturing them in different ways until the situation touched the lim-
its of tolerance and Jihad became inevitable. They fought and sacrificed all
they had including their lives in the service of the Holy Prophet™", So Allah
shall pardon any human errors they may commit, will bless them with eternal
residence in lofty mansions and gardens beneath which streams flow. This is
their reward from Allah with Whom lie the most bounteous and best of re-
wards.

This Ayah is a glaring proof of the integrity of the Companions™" and an en-
couragement for those highly determined souls who will, now or ever, migrate
from material pleasures to the obedience of the Holy Prophet®*" and in the
pursuit of Divine Pleasure. Up till now, Allah’s Blessings and Rewards were
explained, which are sometimes accompanied by worldly hardships. From
hereon the misfortune that accompanies disbelief is discussed, even though it

may be accompanied by temporal pleasures.
Let not the movement ... and an evil resort.

The believers must not be deluded by the luxurious life style of the non-
believers. Ghuriir (delusion) means something outwardly very attractive but
eventually extremely harmful. This is indeed the reality of luxuries enjoyed by
the non-believers. To the onlooker it appears as comfort, but inside there is
nothing but distress as their hearts are unacquainted with peace. Moreover,
this apparent luxury is also very short lived. The end result will be Hell, an
awful abode, wherein food and clothing is also made of fire. May Allah pro-
tect us!

But for those who fear their Rabb ...Allah is best for the righteous.

On the contrary, those who opted for Tagwa i.e. avoiding the forbidden and
abstaining from negligence in the execution of Divine Commands, will be re-
warded with an etemal abode in Paradise. It is a place of perpetual joy and
entertainment, with rivers flowing through. The best part is that they will
never fear expulsion, as it is a place of Divine Hospitality.

And among the People of the Book, ... Allah is swift in account.

And undoubtedly, those amongst the People of the Book who embraced Islam
will be rewarded amply. In other words, after the raising of Holy Prophet™,
failure to believe in him and insistence on following the previous religions
cannot be a source of deliverance. This is because denial of the Prophethood
of Muhammad™" amounts to the denial of all previous Divine Books.

Allah declares that all those amongst the People of the Book who believe in
the Holy Prophet™, including what is revealed unto him and the Prophets™
who came before him submit to Allah with extreme humility and do not trade



Allah’s Words for mundane benefits; for them awaits a great reward. Allah is
indeed very Swift at reckoning as He has the Knowledge of every thing and
what every soul has earned.

O you who believe! ... so that you n:ay succeed

Many aspects have been revealed in this Surah. Principles such as Unity of
Allah, Prophethood and Akhirah and off shoots like the tenets, worships and
the relevant Commandments have been explained. The last Ayah is so
comprehensive that it is the summary of the entire, Stirah and explains that all
affairs have two aspects; individual and collective,

Individually Allah commands the believers to adopt patience; in faith, in the
Unity of Allah and Prophethood, in the Akhirah, in worships, in avoiding sin,
and in the trials and tribulations of this world such as hunger, poverty or ill-
ness etc. Similarly patience is also demanded in collective matters, such as
high moral values, forsaking evil, faimess in dealing with others, promotion of
virtue and eradication of evil, upholding truth and Jihdd against the non-
believers; besides patience in anger and against camal desires. And this pa-
tience is expected to be continuous until the last breath on both the individual
and collective fronts.

The believers must, under all circumstances, obey Allah, and always be pre-
pared to protect frontiers of the Islamic State. In other words, all the obliga-
tions enjoined upon them individually and collectively must be diligently dis-
charged. Facing the hardships with courage, and showing gratitude on rewards
1S also patience.

Patience has indeed very vast meanings. From a careful ablution to the efforts
for congregational Salat, fall under it. Moreover, at the national level efforts
for the welfare and safety of Islamic State and helping friends and relatives at
the cost of personal comforts, are all covered by this Ayah. In all these mat-
ters, Allah’s Awe and feeling His Presence is a sure guarantee of success. In
short, Tasawwuf is life full of activity spent in His obedience and Zikr, which
does not only benefit the individual, but also his kindred, his nation and his
country. May Allah bless us with the capacity to attain this!

11 Rajab 1405 AH
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