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Surah Al-Qasas

(THE NARRATIVES)

Section 1

In the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

I
2.

Ta. Sin. Mim.

These are verses of the manifest
Book.

We recite to you of the story of
Miisa and the Pharaoh with
truth, for a people who belicve.

Verily the 'Pharaoh exalted
himself 1n the land and made its
people in sects weakening a
party among them, slaying their
sons and letting their women
live. Verily he was of the
corTupters.

And We intended that we should
be gracious to those who were
weakened in the land, and We
should make them leaders, and

We should make them the
inheritors. '
And We should establish them 1n

the land, and We should let the
Pharach and Haman and their
hosts receive from them what

they dreaded.

And We inspired the mother of
Misa, saying: suckle him, then
when you fear for him, cast him
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10,

11.

12.

13.

into the river and have no fear or
sorrow; verily We are going to
restore him to you, and shall
make him one of Qur envoys,

And the houschold of the
Pharaoh picked him up, that he
may ultimately prove for them
an enemy and a grief. Verily the
Pharaoh and Hamin and their
hosts were sinners.

And the wife of the Pharach
said: A comfort to me and you!
Slay him not, perhaps he may be
of benefit to us or we may take
him for a son. And they did not
perceive.

And the heart of Miisa’s mother
became void, and she had well-
nigh given up the secret, had We
not fortified her heart, that she
might remain one of the
believers.

And she said to his sister; Follow
him you. So she watched him
from afar, and they perceived
not.

And We had already forbidden
other foster-mothers for him: so
she said: Shall I direct you to a
household who will rear him for
you and who would be to him
good counsellors.

So We restored him to his
mother that she might be
comforted and not grieve, and
that she might know that the
promise of Allah is true. Yet
most of them know not.
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Secrets of Revelation

Ta Sin Mim. These are the Ayt of a Book which expounds on realitics. The

Holy Prophet™" is being told the story of Prophet Miisa™® and the Pharach as
a caution for the believers. Though the Quran addresses the entire mankind, yet
only those blessed with faith can benefit from it.

The Word Shi‘a

Undoubtedly the Pharach was a mighty emperor. He had divided his subjects
into groups. It has already been explained that the literal meaning of the word
Shi‘a is a group, a party or an association. However, the Qurin has always
applied this term to a misguided faction. Here the Pharaoh is said to have
grouped his people, into the Copts (Qibtis) who were the elite and the Sibfis or
the Bani Israil who were second grade citizens. They vere used as slaves. Their
male infants used to be slaughtered while the females spared. The Pharaoh had
been warned by the astrologers that a boy would be bom in the Bani Israil who
would depose him. This had turned him into a merciloss killer of male infants
born to Bani Israil. Indeed he was a tyrant of the worst order.

When Allah Wills the Weak Overpower the Mighty

So Allah decided to favour the down trodden by making them rulers and
chieftains and strip the arrogant of their power, grandeur and wealth. He made
the Pharaoh, his Minister Haman and his legions face the threat they had
dreaded, and to avert which they had engaged in the killing of the male infants

of Bani Israil. Allah staged the advent of Prophet Miisa™ into the world and
commanded his mother. |

Divine Dialogue

The word Wahi is used here in the literal sense. Allah had spoken to her. It is
proven that a Wali can be honoured with a Divine Dialogue which is a pretext
for action only for his own self, while the dialogue with a Prophet™ is a source
of guidance for his entire Ummah. Prophet Miisa’s™ mother was inspired to
feed the baby and keep him with her unless she felt real danger. If the Pharaoh’s
soldiers were to pose any threat to his life, she was to put him in a box and
entrust it to the river. She must neither harbour any apprehensions about the
safety of the baby, nor grieve over his imminent separation, since he would

soon be returned to her lap and would live to be honoured with Messengership,
Allah assured her.

Praise be to Him! The box was picked up by the Pharaoh’s houschold from a
tributary of the main river, flowing through the Royal Palace. The box was



spotted by the Pharaoh’s wife and she got it retrieved, unaware of the fact that
the baby would grow up to be the Pharaoh’s greatest enemy and the Very causc
of downfall of his empire one day. Of course, the Pharach, Himan and their
legions were at fault, for how could they have countered the Powers of Allah!
When the Pharaoh saw the baby, he intended to kill him for he thought that he
must have been abandoned by an Isrili woman fearing his assassination. The
Pharaoh’s issucless wife intervened and persuaded him that the beautiful bay
may well be a source of joy for them and grow up to serve them. She suggested
adoption and, of course, the couple failed to appreciate what the boy would
grow up to be!

The Divine Link

On the other end Prophet Miisa’s™ mother woke up next moming in anxicty
and restlessness. Had He not established a link with her Qalb she would have
cried out publicly that she had abandoned her baby to the mercy of the river. It
is proven that the Qulib of the Aulia” enjoy a link with Allah and by its
auspiciousness they endure through the most formidable of circumstances in
life. The Qalb of Prophet Miisa’s mother was similarly blessed with this link
whereby she remained cool, calm and collected over the safety and retumn of
her son.

Smmmmwwwmwkﬂmﬂwﬁwrbmhk@ingumm
the box, while the Pharaoh’s folk were unaware of it. When the Pharaoh’s wife
summoned wet nurses for the baby to feed hum, Allah forbade the infant from
suckling any foster mother. The child’s refusal of milk worried the Pharaoh’s
wife. Taking advantage of the situation, Prophet Milsa’s™® sister said that she
knew of a noble and kind hearted woman who would prove to be a very good
governess for the baby, apart from being a wet nurse. If desired, she could bring
her around. So his mother was summoned and engaged as a wet nurse for her
very own son. He began to suckle her and thus she got her son back to behold
him, hold him in her lap and rejoice. The wages paid by the Pharach’s
houschold came as a bonus, She was told not to worry for the future: and to rest

assured that the Promise of Allah is bound to come true. Yet most of the people
have no faith.

Section 2

4. And when he attained his full| & o, oo
strength and became firm, we| “wErlSeailE ol L,
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knowledge, and thus We reward
the well-doers.

And he entered the city at a time
of unawareness of s
inhabitants, and he found two
men fighting therein, onc being
of his own party, and the other of
his enemies. And he who was of
his party called him for help
against the onc who was of his
encmies. So Misa struck him
with his fist, and put an end of
him. Miisa said; This 1s of the
work of Satan, venily he is an
cnemy, a misieader manifest.
Miisa said: Rabb! Verily | have
wronged my soul, so forgive. So
He forgave him. Verily He! He
is Forgiving, the Owner of
Mercy.

Miisa said: Rabb! Whereas You
have favoured me, | shall never
more be a supporter of the
culprits.

And In the moming he was
fearing and looking about in the
city when lo! He who had asked
his succour yesterday was crying
out to lum. Miisa said: You arc a
manifest seducer.

And when Milsa sought to seize
him who was an enemy to them
both, he said: O Misa! Would
you slay me as you did slay a
person yesterday? You seck to be
a tyrant in the land, and not to be
of the reconcilers.

And there came a man running

from the farthest part of the city.
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He said: O Miisa! The chicfs arc T e 2 Mhue o o gl rNt
counselling together regarding g"-ﬂj—‘i*‘&u.!::‘ 3
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the advisers.

21. So he went forth from thence _-f--rf-".';iﬂ:fﬂt-_- poo
fearing, looking about He said iAok
Rabb! Deliver me from the @ PVOE [
ungodly people.
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Secrets of Revelation

When Prophet Miisa™ grew up, he was a man of wisdom and knowledge, for
Allah conferred upon him both knowledge and understanding as s granted to a
Prophet™ even prior to his formal raising. And this is a reward given to thosc
who are sincere and act nghteously.

Piety also Augments the Capacity to Understand Mundane Affairs

This brings out the fact that because of virtuous conduct motivated by sincenty,
a better understanding of mundane affairs i1s bestowed. In our socicty the
prevailing concept of taking virtuous people as simpletons is probably because
we consider worship as the only virtue, whereas virtue actually denotes
worship complemented by full participation in all spheres of practical life. May
Allah make our devoted worshippers pragmatic in life so that piety may
prevail in its genuine form.

One day, Prophet Milsa™ entered the town at a time when people were resting .
He found two men engaged in a scuffle. One of them was an Isrdili while the
other was from the enemy group, a Qibti.

The Word Shi‘a

Miisa™ had not yet been formally raised as a Prophet, nor the Israilis were
acquainted with their religion. They were mercly his clan and Misa™
supported them. The word Shi ‘a has been used here too, whereas they have
never been termed as such by the Qurin once they became believers.

So the Israili who was being thrashed by the Qibti called out to Miisa™ for
help, who intervened to prevent the scuffle. In the process the latter received a
punch from him that proved fatal. Miisa™ instantly realized that it was work of
Satan who had put him into a difficult situation by initiating the row. He begged



Allah to forgive him and was readily forgiven by the Most Forgiving and the
Most Merciful.

Miisa’s ™ Repentance

Here the scholars refer to the repentance by Milsa™® for the murder of the Qibti.
They cxplain that it was not an intentional murder to be taken as a crime but
clearly accidental, yet the Prophetic grace demands repentance cven under such
circumstances. Another aspect in this situation is that Satan engaged the Israili
and the Qibti into a brawl and dragged Miisa™® into cmbarrassment before his
formal raising. So he declared it as a doing of Satan, sought Allah’s forgivencss
and resolved not to support any culprit in future. The Israili was a quarrclsome
person, who had proved an easy prey for Satan. But Allah being the Best of
Planncrs, the animosity of Satan drove him out of town into the blessed
company of Prophet Shu‘aib™ and his houschold. Thus he rose from a
shepherd 1o an interlocutor with the Almighty Allah.

The next momning, he again passed through the town apprehensive. He feared
that the mncident might have become known and he might face the
repercussions. He found the same Isriili involved in vet another brawl with a
Qibti. He was again being thrashed and was yelling for help. Miisa™ told him
that he was a vile person, and as he stepped forward to disengage the two, the
Israili thought that he was going to punch him. So he cried out: “Do you wish
to kill me too just as you killed a Qibti a day before?”

A Liar Resorts to Atcusation

He accused Milsa™ that he wanted to establish his own superiority without any
ntentions of reformation or picty. Since he was a liar he resorted 1o
accusations. However, the news of the murder of the Qibti had reached the
Royal Court The Pharaoh, who was already not too pleased with Misa™
decreed a death sentence for him. Of those present in the Court, a well wisher
of Miisa™ hastened to wamn him of the chieflains’ designs in executing the
sentence and advised him to flee immediately beyond the jurisdiction of the
Government of Egypt. So Miisa™® left in panic with great caution, praying to
Allah to protect him and spare him from the oppressors.

Section 3
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26.
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Then when he amved at the
waters of Madyan he found there
a community of people watering.
And he found, apart from them,
two women, keeping back their
flocks. He said: What is the
matter with you two? They said:
We do not draw water until the
shepherds have driven away
their flocks, and our father is a
very old man.

Then he watered their flocks for
the twain. Then he tumed aside
into the shade, and said: Rabb! |
have need of the good which
You may send down for me.

Then one of the two came to him
walking bashfully, and said: My
father invites you that he may
recompense you with a wage for
that you did water the flocks for
us. Then when he had come to
him and recounted to him the
whole story, he said: Have no
fear, you have escaped from the
wrong-doing people.

And said one of them: Father!
Hire him, for the best that you
can hire is a strong and reliable
person.

He said: 1 wish T would marry
one of these two daughters of
minc provided that you hire
yourself to me for eight years,
then if you complete ten it will
be of your own accord, and |
would not make it hard for you;
you shall find me, Allah willing,
of the nghteous.

s 1 il FEF mp g Ay

e ey riailas gl

e . Po o der ogml OO

ATty S AT
=

- .r.—-:-.r,i - .,u.-f.:_f{-' s T

A=Y LILSELI L 36 50 5l

. - !‘: ."‘H—f;"‘ ."-E"

il

I J N 524025

O ST | B T il T
@M_—,&*ﬁJl'-JJ‘ ey

-~

236, U tife S G0

e Y T s %
@Lﬁﬂﬁ-ﬂ}éuﬂuﬂl

NWZ < 7230, o7 22287 ~5ih
Jhﬂlg::lnw_,.:.mg

@ B a2 55

-
e S S AR S

it e -, - .
BRI E R R N
..-"--"-'-:':-:'h..r - e _-r_p"‘_, ey
‘*”iul'wﬁéﬁba“&‘
i Ao . o
oty dace sl s
BT

- £ -
AT u’;._':__j_jn:_':f ke

a
=

© RN



. g ~ a 1Tl 1 Py e o, 2
B Mis m?mwae g eeen| IO P S i 6
i H.r.r - wh -

two terms I fulfil, it shall beno|  J 2G40 F o5 2562055
harshness to me; and Allah 1s P
Witness of what we say. @3-% )

Secrets of Revelation

When Milsa™ escaped from Egypt he headed for Madyan. He prayed hoping
that his Munificent Rabb shall guide him to a safe destination. After a long
journey, he finally arrived at a well in Madyan, as a stranger. He saw many
shepherds watening their flocks while two young ladies stood aside restraining
their herds. Curious, he approached them and asked why were they standing
aside. They said that they were waiting for their turn, until all the men had left.
as they could not intermingle with them. They added that they would not have
stepped outdoors had their father not been so old. And there was no other male
member in the family to do the job.

The Way Women Should Work

Where required, the women can work without mixing freely with the men:
separately and independently as recommended by the Hanafi School of Figh.
Milsa™ drew water from the well for their goats and the girls left for their
home in good time. He retired to a shade and prayed: “O’ Allah! I have need of
good that You would send to me” His invocation, made in a state of
destitution, weariness from a long journey and exile was accepted by Allah. As
the girls reached home their father enquired after their quick return. They told
im the story. He was Prophet Shu‘aib™®, aged as well as blind. He sent one of
the girls to summon Milsa™®® and she amived displaying immense modesty in
her gait.

A Woman with Modesty is Indeed a Blessing of Allah

This was the answer to Miisa's™* invocation; indeed a modest woman is a great
blessing of Allah. Because of her, he was blessed with a home, a family and a
canng company. She came to tell him that her father wished to see him and pay
him the wages for the services he had rendered.

The Commentators assert that Miisa™ walked ahead of her, bidding her to
follow and to indicate the path from behind, to spare himself the glance of a
female stranger. He recounted his ordeal to Prophet Shu‘aib™®, who comforted
him saying that there was nothing to worry anymore as he was outside the



jurisdiction of a cruel nation. The daughter requested his father to hire Misa™
as a helper for they did need one, and he had drawn the water with strength and
was also honest and trustworthy in his dealings with them.

Merit and Honesty Pre-requisites for a Job

It is established here that a candidate for any job or office must fulfil two
conditions. He must have the merit, and must be trustworthy and dedicated.
Prophet Shu‘aib™ said that he wanted to marry one of his daughters to him but
with the condition that he would serve him for eight years.

A question anises here whether service to a wife can be counted as her Mchr?
The junsts suggest that it cannot be so for a personal service extended to her
However, the wages for looking after her business or any other work like an
amimal farm etc, can be diverted to the payment of Mehr. Or as in this case
where Milsa™ was to serve the cntire household, it was permissible to work for
the father on the condition that the wages will be diverted to his daughter as
Mehr. It 1s then the daughter’s nght to forego the payment by her father if she
wants to. So Prophet Shu‘aib™® told Miisa™® to serve them for eight years and
if he could extend it to ten it would be taken as a favour. However, whichever
term he could complete would be fine with him as he had no intentions to
overburden Miisa™ by extending the term or asking him to undertake any task
beyond his capacity. He added that Miisa™® would find him a devoted servant
of Allah in the years they would spend together. Certainly -the integrity of a
person can only be endorsed by his conduct. Miisa™ accepted that he would
complete any one of the terms, and both sought Allah, a witness to the contract
A Daughter’s Nikah

ltisindimedhucasappmiatcﬂmmegumﬂhnshmddmﬂmmhhnf
a daughter with her permission. However, if she arranges it herself observing
the Shari‘ah, it will be valid.

Section 4
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33,
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Then when he had amved
thereto, he was called from the
nght side of the valley in the
ground blessed with the tree:
Miisa! Verily 1! 1 am Allah, the
Rabb of the worlds.

it were a serpent, he tumed in
flight and looked not back
Miisa! Draw nigh, and fear not;
you are of the secured ones.
Slip your hand in your bosom, it
will ceme forth white without
hurt and draw back the arm to
you for fear. These will be two
evidences from your Rabb for
the Pharaoh and his chiefs;
verily they have been a people
given to transgression.

He said Rabb! I have slain a
man among them, and [ fear they
may slay me.

And my brother Hariin! He is
more eloquent than 1 in speech.
So send him with me as a
support, to corroborate me,

" venly | fear they will belic me.

Allah said: We shall indeed
strengthen your arm with your
brother, and We shall give to you
m’-’?:mlhﬂlhcysh‘allnﬂt
be able to come up to you. Go
forth with Our Signs! You twain
and those who follow you shall
be the victors.

Then when Miisa came to them
with Our manifest Signs, they
said, this is nothing but magic
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38.

39,

41

42

Miisa™

fabncated, and we heard not of
this in our fathers of old.

And Miisa said: My Rabb best
knows him who brings guidance
from before the Rabb, and him
whose will be the happy end of
the Abode. Venly the ungodly
shall not thrive.

And the Pharaoh said: O Chiefs!
| know not of a god for you
except me. So light vou for me,
Haman! Clay, and make for me a
lofty tower that 1 may ascend to
god of Misa; and surcly |
imagine him to be of liars.

And he and his hosts were stiff-
necked in the land unjustifiably
and imagined that they would
not be brought back to Us.

So We scized him and his hosts
and flung them into the sea. So
behold you what has been the
end of the ungodly!

We have made them leaders
calling to the Fire, and they shall
not be succoured on the Day of
Resurrection.

And We caused a curse to
pursue them in this world and on

the Day of Resumrection they
will be of the castaway.
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Secrets of Revelation

complcted the period agreed upon and with the permission of Prophet
Shu‘aib™ departed for Egypt with his wife, as it had been a decade since he
had last met his kin. According to reports Miisa™ had completed the term of



fen years. At mght as the temperature fell, he spotted light on Mount Tur,
situated near the path they were travelling on. It appeared as if some one had lit
aﬁchtaldhisﬁnﬂlymmwhﬂ:hcmlupﬂmehopingmgmmc
gwidance about the directions as it appeared that they had lost the track. He may
also bring back some fire to warm themselves up.

Site of Virtuous Activity or Residence of a Noble Person are Auspicious

When he amived at that comer of the Valley, he realised that the entirc portion
of land was illuminated and full of Barakah. A place of auspicious activity or
the residence of a noble person are always attended by Barakah. From a
refulgent tree in that very portion of land a voice called: “O' Misa! 1 Am
Allah, the Rabb of all the worlds™ ‘

Did the Supreme Being Manifest Himself in the Valley?

It 1s out of question that the Light manifested the Supreme Being It was
indeed His Auributive Refulgence as His Dialogue by itself is His Attributc.
The Announcement was that the words which the Prophet™® was hearing, and
the Refulgence that illuminated the valley were of Allah.

He was Commanded to cast his staff. As he did so, it tumed into a big serpent
and the Prophet™® ran in terror without cven looking back. He heard the voice
aginbiddinghimtorch:mandnﬁtmbcaﬁaid,furhcnuwmjuyodpw:cnnd
safety from Allah. And this was indeed his miracle, a proof of his Prophethood
and a source of strength. He should get hold of the serpent, and it would revert
to his staff. He was also told to put his hand under the bosom of his robe which
would glow when drawn and would return to normal when placed there once
again.

With these two great miracles among others as proofs of his Prophethood, he
must now proceed to the Pharaoh and his chieflains to invite them to the
straght path, as they had tumed extremely defiant. Prophet Miisa™® submitted
that he had killed one of their men and was afraid that he may be awarded the
death sentence before he ever got a chance to speak. However, given a chance
1o speak 1t shall be difficult for him to answer the questions put forth, as he had
a stammer, while his brother Harlin®® who was much more cloquent could
prove helpful if deputed along with him for the mission. He would serve as a
source of strength for him and shall testify his words as he was afraid that the
Pharaoh’s people would refute him. So there should be someone with him who
could endorse the Message, he pleaded.

His request was duly conceded and he was strengthened by the conferring of
Prophethood on Harlin™ too and was also blessed with such grace that the
Pharaoh’s folk would not dare lay hands on him. He must now proceed to his



mussion with the miracles for it had becn decided that only he and his obedient
followers would prevail, Allah reassured him. So Prophet Miisa™ sct off for
Egypt with his miracles and glad tidings of victory.

When he arrived at the Pharaoh’s Court and extended his invitation supported
by muracles, the courtiers dismissed them as magic, saying that his Message
was a concocted tale. They said that even their forefathers had not heard of any
Prophet or a Divine religion. The Prophet™ told them that it was only Allah
Who draws a line between the Truth and the falsehood and only He knows
who He has sent with a Message of guidance, and who will be blessed with
victory as well as eternal success. Allah never lets oppression prevail nor the
oppressors to flounsh. Since they were oppressors, their fate was clear to the
Prophet™*. The Pharaoh addressed his Minister Himin and said that he did not
consider anyone except himself to be worthy of worship and obedience. If there
was somcone higher up in the heavens then Him3n might bake the clay and
cmciataﬂbuildingﬁmnwhmﬂmpfmaohwuldpacpmmchmvmmsm
if there was Miisa’s™ God anywhere, though he knew that what he preaches
was not true, he said.

Haman Invented the Brick at the Pharaoh’s Command

The very first brick was invented by Hamdn and a sky scrapper was erccted.
Yet the Pharaoh’s misfortune prevailed. Relying over his legions and power, he
opted for the path of arrogance and his legions too displayed conceit, as if they
had assumed that they would never have to retum to the Court of Allah. Thus
they were seized and drowned in the sea leaving behind tokens of the fate of
OpPressors.

The Word Imamn

Deeply involved in evil, they became the leaders inviting their followers to
Hell. The word /mam is not an office in Shan‘ah, as mentioned earlier. It has
been used in the Qurdn to denote leadership of the pious lot as well as the cvil-
doers. So the Shi‘ite concept of /mam being an office is a mere fabrication. The
Pharach’s people proved to be the leaders who invited people to Hell. They will
find no support on the Day of Reckoning, that is, there will be no onc to
intercede for them. Even in, this world, because of their misdeeds, they have
been subjected to curse whether alive or dead, while on that Day they will be
thc most miserable lot.

Every Evil in itself is Fire
It 15 established here that every evil deed is fire in itself Just as every act of

picty will transform into a blooming garden so will the evil tum into burning
embers.
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45.
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Section S

And assuredly We vouchsafed to
Misa, after We had destroyed
the generations of old, the
Scrpture; enlightenment to
mankind and a guidance and a
Mercy, that perhaps they be
admonished.

And you were not on the
Western side when We decreed
the affair to Milsa, and you were
not of the witnesses.

And We produced generations
and life was prolonged unto
them, nor were you a dweller
among the people of Madyan,
reciting to them Our revelations;
but it is We Who were to send.
Nor were you beside the Tur
when We called, but you are sent
as a Mercy from your Rabb that
you may wam a people to whom
no warner came before you, that
may be they are admonished.

And lest an affliction had visited
them for what their hands had
sent before, they should have
said: Our Rabb! Why did not
You send a Messenger unto us,
so that we might have followed
Your revelations and been of the
believers?

Yet when the truth has come to
them from before Us, they say:
Why has he not been vouchsafed
the like of what was given to
Miisa? Did they not disbelieve in
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supporting each other. And they
say: We are disbelievers in all

such things.

49. Say you: Then bring a Book s . ety co FrtAT S
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truthful,
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Allah does not guide a wrong- @Q—:&zﬂ‘pﬂl
doing people.
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Secrets of Revelation

When the earlicr nations had been destroyed because of their waywardness, We
raised Prophet Miisa™ with a Book. Supported with clear evidences for healthy
nunds, he was guidance and Mercy from Allah, Truth always appeals to the
healthy minds and paves the way towards the acceptance of faith. This is
termed as guidance, whereas virtuous deeds are the outcome of Mercy. All this
was donc for the people to pay heed. When Prophet Misa™ was being
addressed and given the Book, the Holy Prophet*" was not present at Mount
Tur to observe it for himself Then followed a long interlude, during which
many a nations and cpochs went by, washing away facts from the peopics
memory. Nor was the Holy Prophet™™ present amongst the people of Madyan,
whereby he could have recounted these events with such authencity. It is purcly
by Allah’s Grace that He continued the chain of Prophethood and has been
sending His Prophets for guidance Now He has raised the Holy Prophet™*™ as
His Mcssenger and has revealed all these facts unto him by His Mercy, so that
this cra and its people unto whom no Prophet has been sent for a long time, and
who have wandered away from the truth, may benefit from him



This is to ensure that when people face disasters because of their misdeeds,
they may not complain that Allah had not sent a Prophet unto them who they
could follow and be amongst the belicvers. Now when the Truth has been sent
unto them from Allah they have come up with a new argument, as to why was
the Qurdin not revealed in a single go to the Holy Prophet™*¥, just as Torah was
given to Prophet Miisa™. But the point is that when Prophet Milsa™ was so
honoured with Torah, did the people belicve in it? Rather after listening to
Qurin the infidels assert that both the Books are nothing but words of magic,
and as such categoncally rejected.

The Holy Prophet™" must tell them that the real objective is to adhere to the
Truth. If they are adamant that Qurin is not the Truth, then what is the truth? If
they can they must present it by bringing forth a revealed Book which excels
both Torah and the Qurdn in guidance. If there exists any such Book the Holy
Prophet™* shall be pleased to follow it. If they are true in their claim, they
must present such a Book and if they cannot, the best option for them is to
belicve in the Quran, abounding in guidance and thoroughly authentic. If they
still fail to comply with the Holy Prophet’s™*" advice, he must be sure that they
seek no guidance. Rather they are mere slaves of their vain desires. And
whoever turns away from His Path and just follows his vain desires has indeed
gone astray. Allah does not let such transgressors to find the way.

Section 6

5. And assuredly We have caused = 2T Tt 142 i -
the Word to reach them in P AL,
succession, that may be they are
admonished.
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56.

57.

58.

59.

evil with good, and expend of
what We have provided them.
And when they hear a vam
discourse, they withdraw there
from and say: To us our works
and to you your works; peace be
to you, and we do not seck the
1gnorants.

Verily you cannot guide whoever
you like, but it 1s Allah Who
shall pguide whoever He will
And He knows best who are the
guided.

And they say: Were we to follow
the guidance with you, we shall
be snatched away from our land.
Have We not established for
them an inviolable sanctuary to
which are brought all manner of
fruits! A provision from Our
Presence? Yet most of them
know not.

And how many a city We have
destroyed that exulted in their
living, and over there are their
dwellings which have not been
inhabited after them unless for a
little while; and venily We! We
have been the inheritors.

Nor was your Rabb to destroy
the cities until He had raised up
in their mother-city a Messenger
reciting to them  Our
Revelations. Nor were We to
destroy the cities unless their
inhabitants had been ungodly.
And whatever you are
vouchsafed is an enjoyment of
the life of this world and its
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Secrets of Revelation

The wisdom behind the gradual revelation of the Quriin is being unveiled. He
revealed it step wise so that people may repeatedly be blessed with the latest
Drvine Words, and are progressively mvited to Allah. Besides, cach revelation
is associated with an event to facilitate ready answers to questions and for easy
remembrance. Otherwise He is all Powerful and could have sent it n one go
like the Torah.

Thus is an objection for the sake of objection. Otherwise the believers amongst
the people of the Book, that is, those who belicved in their. own Book had
nstantly endorsed the Qurinic revelations when these were recited to them.
They said that they had been foretold by their Books about the raising of the
Holy Prophet**¥ and revelation of the Qurin. It was a reality they had accepted
n anticipation. Now that the raising had actually taken place, how could they
possibly not avail the honour to.embrace Islam?

These are the blessed souls qualifying for double reward for their perseverance
on faith, firstly by believing in the prophecies in their Books, and then by
embracing the truth when the Holy Prophet™** was finally raised

Double Reward

Double reward has also been promised to others, for instance, the illustrious
wives of the Holy Prophet™" for they obeyed him as a Prophet and served him
as a husband. Likewise, some others have also been promised double reward.
Thewr virtuous acts will be recorded twice, whereas each shall be rewarded
manifolds by His Mercy. This double recording will thus bring them
tremendous rewards.

Perseverance on Faith Provides the Capacity to Act

Because of their perseverance on faith they are blessed with such a capacity
that they respond to evil with virtue. In return for the wrong done to them, they
do good, thereby aiding virtue to prevail over evil. They are not niggardly in
spending their wealth in the Cause of Allah. This alludes to the fact that if one
enjoys perseverance on faith he is blessed with the capacity to act in the manner
mentioned above. The one who does not is ensnared in evil and falls prey to



avance. Those bhlessed with this capacity simply ignore the objections raised
and the nonsense uttered by the infidels. They tell them to do as they please, as
they will have to face the sequel themselves. They simply take leave of the
squabbling infidels, refusing to engage in any disputation. In other words,
getting mfluenced by the objections raised by the infidels and indulging
absurd arguments 1s a vice by itsclf agamst which Allah protects them.

It 1s reiterated that the Holy Prophet’s™" task is to dispense and not to force
guidance. He, of course, desires that all the infidels may embrace Islam, but it
1s net possible, as it 1s Allah’s prerogative to guide whoever He Wills. He has
made 1t clear that He will surely guide the one who responds to the His
Prophet’s®*" teachings and aspires for guidance. And He is well aware of the
seckers.

A Word about Abii Talib

According to the Commentators, this Ayah was revealed with reference to Abi
Talib. It was the Holy Prophet’s™"" eamest desire that his uncle is blessed with
guidance, but he himself was not keen. The author of Rith al Ma‘dni wamns
against discussing the topic lest it may cause gricf to the Holy Prophet™**

Fear of Worldly Loss Impedes Acceptance of Faith

The hearts of these infidels are drenched in mundane love. It is evident by the
fact that while they do acknowledge the Holy Prophet's™*" Message 10 be true,
they are not ready to accept it for fear that they would be victimized by others
They anticipate a worldly loss, to the extent of expulsion from their homes. A
similar concern is shared by the Muslims of today who go through the rituals of
Salat and fasting but in their practical lives they are obsessed by the ungodly
Western influences, and dare rot annoy Amernica.

Such objections do not befit the Makkans at all, as Allah has made the Sacred
Precincts a sanctuary for them where no one oppresses the other and provisions
from all over the world are made available in abundance throughout the vear
Nevertheless, mankind is heedless of His favours. And how can the temporal
affluence be trusted? How many a people have gone by who lived a life of
grandeur yet when they denied the teachings of Allah’s Prophets™ | they were
taken to task. Their once palatial abodes now lie in ruins for they did not live
for long after they had resorted to denial. This is because it is Allah, the real
Owner of this world and its wealth, Who allows people to keep it for as long as
He plcases and retrieves it at His free will. And O° Prophet**¥! Your Rabb is
so Mumificent that as long as a commufiity does not transgress beyond limits,
He overlooks and gives respite. But if they persist on transgression He decrecs
disaster. So the wealth and the abodes they wish to protect by not accepting



Islam arc with them for a while only in this temporal life. Had they accepted
fath, the rewards that lic with Allah are far better and permanent, if only they
ponder over!

61.

Section 7

Is he, then, whom wec have
promised an excellent promise
which he is going to meet like
him whom We have allowed the
enjoyment of this world awhile,
then on the Day of Resurrection
he shall be of those arraigned?

And on the Day when He will
call unto them and say: Where
arc My partners whom you used
to assert?

Those on whom the sentence
will be pronounced will say: Our
Rabb: thesc are they whom we
seduced; we seduced them cven
as we ourselves were seduced,
we declare oursclves quit of
them before You; not us they
used to worship.

And 1t shall be said: Call upon
your associate-gods. And they
will call upon them, and they
shall not be answered, and they
shall see the torment. Would that

they had recerved the guidance!
And on the Day when He shall
call unto them and say: What
answer did you give to Our
envoys?

Bedimmed unto them on that
Day shall be all excuses, and so

they shall not be able to ask one
of ancther.
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68.

69.
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However, whoever will repent
and bclieve and work nighteous
deeds — perchance he will be of
the thrivers.

And vyour Rabb creates
whatever He wills and chooses;
no choice 1s to be for them.
Hallowed be Allah and exalted
above what they associate!

And vour Rabb Knows what
their hearts conceal and what
they disclose.

He 1s Allah! There is no god but
He! His is all Praise in the first
and in the last; and His 1s the
Command, and to Him you shall
be retumed.

Say you: Think you, if Allah
madc night continuous for you
ull the Day of Resurrection,
what god is there beside Allah,
who would bring you hight? Do
yvou hear?

Say you:. think you, if Allah
made for you day continuous till
the Day of Resurrection, what
god 1s there, beside Allah, Who
would bring you might in which
you have repose? Do you not
see”?

It 1s of His Mercy that He has
made for you night and day, that
in them you may have repose
and that you may seek of His
Grace, and that may be you give
thanks.

And on the Day when He shall
call unto them, and say: Where
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Secrets of Revelation

Can a person who has been promised eternal success and is also destined to
avail it be equal to the one who temporanily enjoys mundane affluence but
would stand with criminals on the Day of Judgment? That Day these infidcls
and polytheists will be questioned about their deities whom they had taken as
partners with Allah. The guilt of those who had been their lcaders in the world
will be proven. They will pretend that they were themselves wandering astray
and had thus taught their followers only what they themselves practised But
they had accepted it by their own free-will, without any coercion. This exactly
is the stance that Satan would take on that Day. He would claim that he had no
control over the people who had rejected Allah’s Message and had opted for
his fabrications.

S0 the deities would denounce their followers and beg O Allah! Do not take
us as accomplices to their cnme of polytheism, as they did not worship us but
were the slaves of their vain desires. The polytheists will now be commanded
to call out to their false gods which they will, but there will be no response,
while the torments of Hell will be in full view. They will be called upon to
ponder in retrospect as to what answers they had given to Allah’s Prophets and

-AS

Messengers™. But the looming punishment will wash their memories away
and they will not even be able to consult one another.

The Repentance

Nevertheless, if anyone repents, corrects his beliefs and takes to picty in
conformity to correct beliefs, such penitents stand a fair chance of success.

0’ Prophet™*™! Your Rabb creates at will, and may choose to like any of His
creation, whereas they have no control over this like and dislike. Allah is far



above the polyvtheistic belicfs they hold. It is His Way that the more one
pursues Him with sincenity and devotion, the more He likes that person

The Yardstick of Superiority

According to the scholars there are two types of superionty; the voluntary and
the involuntary. The latter entails the supeniority endowed by Allah to onc thing
over others, for instance, to a certain era over other eras, or to a piece of land
such as the Sacred Precincts in Makkah or to Friday over other days, or to
Ramadhan over other months, or to Laila-tul-Qadr over other mights. The
voluntary superiority is that eamed by conduct. Certain people are better than
others due to their sincerity and worship, or certain places become superior
because of virtuous practices carmied on there. A scholar enjoys superiority over
an ignorant, a Tab'i over the scholars while a Companion®*" enjoys supenority
over all of them. According to the consensus, the four Caliphs enjoy supcrionty
over the rest of the Companions™*”, while of these four Hadhrat Abu Bakr
Siddig ™" is on the top, followed by Hadhrat *Umar, Usman and "Ali ®**".

Imagine 1f Allah had made mght perpetual, how many of His blessings would
mankind have been deprived of. Could anyone besides Him dare to bring forth
light in the form of the day? Are infidels deaf for such words mnviting thought?
And had Allah made the day permanent until the Day of Resurrection with the
sun never setting, is there anyone besides Allah Who could provide the
comforts and tranquillity of mght? How come they never consider such simple
things? It is merely by His Mercy that He has made the day for peoplc to
conduct the business of lifc and night to relax and repose. And all these favours
demand that people be grateful to Him.

The Day 1s fast approaching when the polythesis will be asked to bring forth
their false gods. And witnesses would be called from each Ummah. They will
be the Prophets™ who will testify that they had conveyed Allah’s Message to
them. The guilty shall be given the chance to lead any evidence in their
defence. It is only then that they will realise that the Word of Allah was true,
while all the devils’ works wrought by them would go with the wind.

Section 8
76. Venly Qariin was of the people Ay P AR 5
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band of strong men. Recall when
his people said to him: Exult not;
verily Allah does not like the
exultant.

And secck the abode of the
Hereafter with what Allah has
vouchsafed you, and forget not
your portion in the world, and be
you generous as Allah has been
genecrous to you, and scek not
corruption in the land, vernly
Allah approves not cormupters.
He said: | have achieved all this
because of the knowledge 1
possess. Did he not know that
Allah had destroyed before him,
of the generations, who were
stronger than he in might and
larger in respect of following?
And the culprits will not be
questioned of their sins.

Then he went forth before his
people n his pomp. Then those
who sought the life of this world
said: Would that we had the like
of what has been vouchsafed to
Qiriin? Surely he is the owner of
a great fortune.

And those who were given the
knowledge said: Woe be to you!
The reward of Allah is best for
him who believes and works
nghteously, and none shall attain
it except the steadfast.

Then We sank the earth with
him and his dwelling-place. And
he had no host to defend him

against Allah, nor was he of
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The infidels do not thrive.
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Secrets of Revelation

The fate of temporal wealth is evident from the story of Qariin (Korah), a
tycoon from Prophet Misa’s™ nation, a nation fortunate enough to be
delivered from the Pharaoh because of the Prophet, a nation for which the sca
had cleaved to provide. pathways. Many other Divine favours were showered
upon it. According to the Commentators, Qariin was Prophet Misa's™* paternal
uncle, who had strayed and indulged in oppressing his entire community. He
considered them inferior and treated them with disdain. Allah had given him
stupendous wealth, so much that even a band of robust men could not carry the
load of keys to his treasures. His nation advised him not to be conceited, as
Allah does not approve it. They counselled him to prepare for the Akhirah by
spending his wealth in His Cause. Since he enjoyed both respite as well as the
affluence, he should put these to good use and avert the misfortune of leaving
the world empty handed. They urged him to adopt the path of piety and do
good to Allah’s creation, just as He had done to him. They further advised him
not to spread mischief through his arrogance as Allah did not like the wicked.
But he categonically denied that his affluence was due to any Divine Act
Conceit in Personal Achievements

He thought that he had built his fortune by his own acumen. The Shah of Iran
once uttered the same very words, when someone reminded him that Allah had
given him a prosperous and abounding empire. He is reported to have retorted
that it was by his own master planning and Allah had nothing to do with it.
And when he was seized by Allah’s Grip, he lost everything and could not find
refuge any where. When he died, no country was willing to allow him a grave
on their soil. Qariin too had forgotten the fact that many a mighty and affluent



people had been destroyed afore because of their sins. And Allah does not have
1o investigate as nothing is concealed from Him.

S0 one day when Qarlin came out with his usual splendour, some coveters of
the world thought what a fortunate man he was, and if only they also had so
mndiweahhﬂawcm,&mwiscmmadvisedmﬂcmwpi:mmmis
mundane wealth was meaningless vis-a-vis the capacity to do good given by
Allah. The rewards for piety that are with Him are far superior treasures than
the temporal wealth; and only those who persevere on virtue shall attain those
rewards.

At last Qariin, along with his palaces and treasures, sank in the earth by Allah's
Command and no one could come to his rescue. His wealth could not avail him
in the least and he was reduced to a symbol of admonition. Those who had
carlier coveted to be like him realized that it was entirely Allah’s prerogative
to give affluence to whoever He pleases and to straiten His provisions for
whoever He wants. Had it not been due to Allah’s favour, they too would have
gone down along with Qarlin. Yet the mfidels can never attain any goodness.

Section 9
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Secrets of Revelation

Arrogance and Mischief

The abode of Akhirah has been made for the non-vainglorious and the non-
arrogant, who do not make mischief on Allah’s land. Arrogance also means to
impose one’s opinion on others, even above the laws of Shari‘ah. The natural
result 1s mischief’

To dress up decently, to live in a comfortable house, to have dependable means
of transport through lawful earnings, to spend out of necessity and not for show
off, is also being grateful to Allah. However, if the same is done for self-
projection, it is arrogance. Both attitudes shall produce different results. The
fact is that eternal success and honour await only those who opt for Allah's
obedience in this world with utmost sincerity. Whoever will bring along picty
on the Day of Reckoning shall be rewarded manifold as compared to it. And

anyone bringing evil and sin shall find retribution corresponding to what he had
done.

Prophecy of the Conquest of Makkah

And it is for sure that the Supreme Being Who enjoined the prupagmiun of
Qurdn and its practice on the Holy Prophet™", because of which he is being
forced to migrate, will bring him back to his beloved city of Makkah. This
Ayah was revealed on the eve of his migration to Madinah, and is giving the



glad tiding of the Conquest of Makkah. It is also being highlighted that if
Qurén is practised and efforts arc made for its enforcement, victory is at hand
by His Grace, and a nighteous group is never defeated.

The Holy Prophet™" must announce that these people are not the criteria for
virtue and evil. Rather, it is what meets His Approval, and He Knows perfectly
well who stands for truth, and who is with falsehood.

The Holy Prophet™*" had never known that he would be blessed with His
Messengership and the Final Book. This is purely by Allah’s Mercy and a great
favour from Him. He must not, therefore, give any importance to the infidels
and must not be lured into abandoning his propagation in the name of
tolerance. Rather he must invite mankind to Allah publicly and never side with

the polytheists.

0’ Reader! Do not pin your hopes on anyone save Allah, and do not call upon
anyone except Him, as He Alone is Worthy of being invoked. All the rest arc
creations and as such mortal. It is only His Wurd that prevails and everyone is
accountable before Him.
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