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in the Name of Allah A -
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful. D, o -
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distressed.
3 But only as an admonition to

Bitoifio Tars. O s dteiN
4 A down-sent from Him Wh Brerce we,

has created the mrtthnd th: @JJ@JHJJJ?‘J—W*JH

high heavens
; Miﬁ:ﬂ]ishci b Sl e 530

6. His 15 whatsoever is in the
heavens and whatsoever is on
the earth and whatsoever is in-
between and whatsoever is
undemneath the earth.

1. And if you speak the word
aloud, then He knows the secret
and the most hidden.

8. Allah! No God is there but He.
His are the Excellent Names.

9. Has there come to you the story
of Miisa?

0.  Recall when he saw a fire and
sad to his family: stay you |

*  have perceived a fire! Perhaps |
may bring a brand from it for
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12.

13.
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16.
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20.

21.

you, or | may find guidance at
the fire.

Then when he came thereto, he
was cried unto: O’ Miisa!

Verily I! 1 am your Rabb, so
take off your shoes; you are in
the holy valley, Tuwa!

And I! T have chosen you. So
listen to what will be revealed.

And I' I am Allah. No God is
there but I so worship Me and
establish Salat for My
remembrance.

Venily the Hour is coming |
wish to conceal it in order that
every one may be recompensed
according to what he has
endeavoured.

So let him not who disbelieves in
it and follows his own desire
keep you away from it lest you
penish.

And what 1s in your nght hand,
O’ Miisa?

He said: it 1s my staff. | lean on
it, and with 1t | beat down fodder
for my sheep and for me there
arc other purposes in it.

Allah said; cast it down O
Milsa.

So he cast it down, and lo it was
a serpent running along.

Allah said: seize it and have no
fear We shall restore it to its
former state.
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22. And press your hand to your T2 222 A 172 QT es 2t
side; it will come forth white,| o= Seted] duslll
without hurt, as another Sign. | G A ER A A

23.  That We may show you of Our cBret e oy es
greater Signs. @t&{”%‘lmﬁﬂ

24 Go you to the Pharaoh, he has ot HEivere. T wros
grown exorbitant L0 g 2 L)

Secrets of Revelation

Stirah Tahd was revealed in, Makkah. It discusses the amazing events that took
place between Prophet Miisa™ and the Pharaoh. More incredible is the fact
that this Stirah led to the conversion of Hadhrat ‘Umar Farlig’s™" to Islam
One day, he set out from his house in rage to eliminate the Holy Prophet™*",
the person who, he thought, had created such a rift in the city. On his way he
met 2 Companion™" who, noticing his demcanour, asked him what hc was
upto. ‘Umar said that he was going to close the chapter of the new rcligion
once and for all. The Companion™" asked him to take care of his own
houschold first, for his sister had already embraced Islam. He was further
infuriated and was soon at his sister’s door. Inside her house, Hadhrat Khubab
bin Art™" was teaching his sister and his brother-in-law this very Stirah. He
heard the voice but could not make out anything. He asked his brother-in-law
to open the door and let him in. He hid Hadhrat Khub@b™*" somewhere and
opened the door. ‘Umar asked him what he had been reading. He tried to cvade
the question but he told him that he had come to know that they had accepted
the new religion. He assaulted his brother in law; his sister intervened and
received a blow to her head. Both now boldly announced that what he had
heard was true and he was frec to do whatever he could.

Shaikh Allah Yar Khan™* guotes a relevant couplet from the Shi‘ite Chronicle
Hamla Haidery compiled by “Allama Bazil Irani;

“Whether you like it, or hate

We have accepted Muhammad’s**¥ faith,
We are here, if you wish to assassinate
. But do not expect us to turn apostate

This firm statement of his sister, with blood oozing out of her wound, jolted his
heart. He demanded to see what they had been reading. He, being a well rcad



person, was aware of scholastic beauty of literature. Her sister replied that it

was a sacred scripture while he was not clean and if he wished to sce it he
would first have to take a bath.

Qurinic Ayit were Documented as soon as Revealed

This mcidentally indicates that the Qurin was documented cver since its
revelation and the general concept that it was done in the era of Caliph "Usman ™"
is incorrect. The Arabs had started scribing the Quriin in their own local
dialects. When Islam had spread all over Arabia Caliph ‘Usman™" collated all
endcavours to the original dialect of the Holy Prophet >*™.

Anyway, ‘Umar took a bath and picked up the leaflet on which were seribed
the opening Ayat of this very Siirah. As he read he was astounded. He
exclaimed that it was indeed a unique Scripture and the Onec Who Alone
controlled everything ought to be utterly Magnificent. On hcaning this
comment Hadhrat Khubab™"" came out from his hiding and said, “*Umar!
Yesterday 1 heard the Holy Prophet™*" praying to Allah to strengthen Islam
through Abi al Hakam bin Hashdm or *Umar bin Khatab; | presumc that his
prayer has been accepted in your favour.” So he accompamed Hadhrat Khubab™*"
and embraced Islam, which is a very well known event.

The Disciple and the Desired

So Hadhrat *Umar™" came to be known as the Holy Prophet’'s™" dcsircd
while the rest of the Ummah as the disciples. This 1s a personal and individual
honour enjoyed by him.

Taha are the Isolated Letters discussed earlier to be a secret between Allah and
His Prophet™". The Siirah begins with a Divine Announcement that the
purpose of revelation of the Qurin was certainly not to strain or over burden the
Holy Prophet™*¥, who after spending a hectic day, painstakingly propagating
Islam would stand in worship for long hours at night He recited the Qurin
standing for such long hours that his feet would swell. After Allah disallowed
this practice, he would rest during the first half of the night, and keep vigil
dunng the other half for offering Tahajjud and reciting the Qurdn. This was
purely aimed at the attainment of Divine Neamness, vet Allah forbids him from
self imposed stress and fatigue.

Night Vigils or Chillah for Worldly Gains

It 1s incorrect to undergo strenuous exercises like reciting the Qurdn for 40 days
(1c. Chillah) standing on one leg throughout the night for any worldly benefit
Rather reciting only for worldly motive itself is incorrect. However, one should
recite for understanding and for attaining Allah’s Pleasure. This may then be



followed by a supplication for worldly benefits And this exactly is the
mntention of the Holy Prophet’s™*" Ahadith, which prescribe the recitation of
certain Quriinic Ayah as beneficial in certain circumstances. They must be
recited with devotion purely for Allah’s Plcasure as distinct from making the
recitation a means of temporal gains.

The Qurin is a guide and an admonition for those who develop reverence and
awe for Allah. Imam Ibn-e-Kathir® quotes a Hadith that Allah would tell the
leamed scholars on the Day of Judgment that He had granted them knowlcdgc
with the very intention of forgiving them, so it does not matter how much they
have crred. But to qualify as such a scholar onc must possess the quality of
“fearing Allah," a condition laid down by the Ayt under discussion. And this
s not a word of someone oblivious of the world but it is His Word, He Who
has created the carth and the heavens and evervthing that lics thercin.

Established on *Arsh

Besides, He has not abandoned these after creating them but has cstablished
Himself on the "Arsh which denotes, in modern dialect, that it is the Divine
Secretanat or the Control Centre for the earth and the heavens. This is only to
facilitate understanding otherwise Allah is far too Glorious and Exalted to be
restncted by location or direction. Nowadays a group amongst the Muslims is
propagating the belief that Allah is personally scated on the ‘Arsh while His
Knowledge encompasses éverything. But the truth is that His Being
cncompasses everything. The carly scholars reject this misconception with
great clanty. They assert that any assumption that Allah is seated on the
Throne would determine a dircction or location for Him thereby restricting and
hmiting Him. And the limited is always mortal Therefore, this belicf 1s
mcorrect. The accomplished Shaikh Allah Yar Khan®"* asserts that the belicf
held by the noble ancestors was that the meaning of the Ayah can be known but
the state 1s unknown; no one can comprehend the intrinsic state.

And all that lics on the earth and in the heavens, or within the depths of the
carth, where human knowledge or probing instruments have no access, all
belong to Allah. He is well Aware of what is spoken out aloud or sprouts as a
thought inside the heart. Rather He is also Aware of the thoughts yet to
materialize. And He is Allah save Whom no one deserves to be worshipped.
And His are all the Beautiful Names.

So 0" Prophet™**! Did you hear the story of Prophet Miisa™®, which recounts
the hardships cncountered by the Prophets™ in the matter of propagation of the
Message? Certainly you will also face similar challenges. So instead of kecping
vigil all night you must focus your attention on spreading this Word.



To Strive for Reformation of Mankind is far Superior

This proves that striving for the betterment of mankind is more important and
meritonious than mere worship in seclusion.

In this Section, the story of Prophet Miisa™® begins from the time of his formal
raising as Allah’s Prophet and Messenger. According to the events described
elsewhere in the Qurin when the Pharach gave orders for his execution. he
managed 10 escape to Madyan where he met Prophet Shu‘aib™®. He marricd his
daughter and served him for promised years. Then he set out to retumn to his
native land. He had been separated from his mother, brother and sister for the
last ten years, and hoped that such a long time might well have obscurcd the
story of his escape.

He left with his wife and an attendant stealthily on a track off the usual route.
They reached the valley on the right flank of Mount Tur at dusk. Since it was
winter, the temperature fell further at night and it became quite cold. He saw a
light shining m one of the passes of Mount Tur. He asked his family to stay put
while he got some fire for them and found some one there to guide them to the
right route through the wildemness. When he reached the spot, he witnessed
something totally amazing: a tree engulfed by flames, as if made of fire. but
instead of being consumed it was blooming even more. He stood dumb
founded when he heard a voice: ‘0’ Misa! Your Rabb is speaking to you.’
[iham or Ilqa, and Wijdan are Attended by a Feeling of Certainty

According to the leamed Commentators, Prophet Milsa™® heard the voice as if
it was coming from all the directions. And not only was it audible to his cars
but it was as if his entire body was listening. They also beautifully answer the
question how Prophet Milsa™ was so sure of it being the voice of his Rabb.
Allah had set his Qalb at rest over it so that he could believe. The Aulia’ who
do not have Kashf are blessed with an inspiration in their hearts known as
Wijdan, a state of certainty whereby the Qalb is content However, if a Satanic
whisper also finds its way in, this state of certainty is lost.

To Hear Allah’s Word Directly

The Commentators quote many an Ahadith in this context, and it is also
obvious as the Divine Address is direct: O’ Miisa! This establishes beyond
doubt that it was heard directly. In other words, if Allah Wills, one can hear His
Words directly without a medium as the very miracles of the Prophets*® are
manifested as Karamah of the Aulia’, Prophet Miisa™ was also commanded to
take off his shoes as he was in the sacred valley of Tuwi.



Salat can be Offered in Shoes if Clean

Taking off shoes denotes respect. It may be that in those days the shoes werc
made of untanned leather. However, if the leather is tanned and the shoes are
clean, it is permissible to offer Salat without taking these off. This has been
endorsed by the practice of the Holy Prophet™™ and his Companions™" Yot
the shocs made in Europe and America must be scrutinized carefully, as they
use the hog skin as the inner layer, which rem:.ins unclean cven after tanming

Theretore, Salat cannot be offered in such shoes, which even render the feot
unclean

Prophet Miisa™ was informed that he had been choscn for Prophethood and
Messengership, which is always an endowment from Allah He must,
therefore, listen very attentively to what was being revealed.

Etiquettes of Listening to Quran

According to Hadith, the Quriin must be listcned to with duc respect and
decorum, to the extent that no part of the body should engage in any other

actvity. When these ctiquettes are observed Allah grants the listencr the
capacity to understand it.

Zikr 1s the Soul of Salat

Allah spoke to Prophet Miisa™ that He indeed was Allah save Whom no onc
deserved to be worshipped. So he must worship Him and establish Salat for
His Zikr. The author of Mu'anf ul Qurin asserts that Zikr Allah is the soul of
Salat, and it is during Salat that the honour of engaging in Zikr is availed by the
heart, the tongue and the limbs. Nevertheless, all worships are confined to a
particular ume-frame while Allah’s Zikr remains enjoined at all timcs

Undoubtedly, the Day of Judgment is at hand. It is His Wisdom that He wishes
to kecp the promised moment concealed from everyone. He will recompense
cach soul for his / her actions. It is His Favour that He has foretold of the
portent Day so that mankind may prepare for it Otherwise, over cach
individual hangs an individual Qayamah, that is the death, while ultimately
everyonc has to gather for accountability. And a denier of this Day cannot deter
a belicver from Allah’s worship by force or attractive offers. He is the one who
himself has lost faith by pursuing his vain temporal desires and must not be
allowed to divert any believer from the right path, lest the latter is also
destroyed.

Prophet Miisa™ was again asked what was he holding in his hand. He said, ‘O’
Rabb this is an ordinary staff. I often lean on it and use it while grazing my
herd and it serves me many other purposes.



Elegance in Seeking

Though the Divine Question was quite simple demanding a brief answer, yet
observing the generous downpour of Mercy, he could not resist prolonging the
dialogue. The most delightful speech in the entire universe is that of Allah and
when someone 1s honoured with a direct address, it is simply marvellous. Of all
the bounties peculiar to Jannah the most delectable will be beholding Allah and
heaning His Speech, He may bless this unique honour to whocver He pleascs
even in this very life. Away from the hustle bustle of city life, the Ocean of
Clemency was unveiling His Personal Splendour in the midst of wildemess

Nevertheless, the elegance in seeking demands that the limits are not crossed

Prophet Mﬂsa““ did prolong his answer but not so much as to go beyond the
limits, adding succinctly that the staff served him many other purposes. Praise
be to Allah!

He was Commanded to cast his staff, and it turned into a real serpent moving to
and fro. By virtue of being human, the Prophet™ was afraid, but Allah
Commanded him to get hold of it and as soon as he would do so Allah would
revert it to his staff. He was also commanded to place his hand under his armpnt
and it would come out luminous. This would be the second miracle to witness
the Divine Omnipotence. With these proofs of his Prophethood, he must now
procecd to Pharaoh’s Court who had indecd transgressed.

Miracle Substantiates Truth and Prophet’s™® Strength is his Truthfulness

It 1s proved that a Prophet’s™ miracle is the evidence of his truthfulness.
indeed the very strength with which he is raised. Therefore, only that
supcrnatural event will qualify as a Wali's Karamah which will endorsc the
Prophet's™® truthfulness and uphold Din. Otherwise it will be mere trickery.
Besides, the uprightness of a Wali’s conduct is a pre-requisitc to the
manifestation of Karamah.

Section 2
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37,

38.

39

40.

And appoint for me a munister
from my household.

Harun, my brother.

Strengthen me through him.
And associate him in my affaur.
That we may hallow You often.

And may make mention of You
often.

Verily You! You are of us cver a
Beholder.

Allah said: surely you are
granted your petition, Milsa!
And assuredly We conferred a
benefit on you another time.
When We inspired to your
mother what We inspired.
Sayirg: cast him in the ark, and
cast him in the niver, and the
river will throw him on the bank,
and then an enemy of mine and
an enemy of his will take him
up. And I cast omyou love for
Me, in order that you may be
formed under My eye.

Recall when your sister was
walking along and saying: “shall
I direct you to one who will take
care of hum? Thus We retumned
you to your mother that she
might cool her cyes and she
might not grieve. And you slew
a person, but We delivered you
from sorrow, and We tried you
with several trials. Then you
tammed for years among the
Peoplc of Madyan, then you
camc according to fate, Miisa!
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42,

43.

45.

47.

48.

49

0.

51.

52.

And I formed you for Myself.

Go you and your brother with
My Signs and do not slacken in

Then say to him a gentle saying:
may be he is admonished, or he
may fear.

The two said: Rabb! We fear
that he may hasten against us, or
may wax insolent.

Allah said: fear not, venly I
shall be with you both, Hearing
and Seeing.

So go to him, and say: we are
envoys of your Rabb, so let the
Children of Israil go with us, and
do not chastise them; surely we
have come to you with a Sign
from your Rabb; and peace be
upon him who follows the
guidance.

Venly it has been revealed to us
that the torment will be for him
who denies and tums away.

The Pharaoh said; who is the
Rabb of you both, Miisa?

Misa said: our Rabb i1s He Who
gave everything its existence,
then guided.

He said: then what did happen to
the former generations?

Miisa said: that knowledge 1s
with my Rabb in the Book; my
Rabb neither errs nor forgets
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33.  Who has appomnted for you the| <. 077 == <5000 cr 2
carth as a bed. And has opened Hﬁg“{f—i"‘ﬁfi‘f’f*f:ﬂl
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water, and thercby We have
brought forth all manner of
plants.
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Secrets of Revelation

Prophet Miisa™*, upon finding the portals of endowment ajar, tried to gather as
much blessings as he could, and presented one request after the other before
Allah. The very first thing he sought was ‘Sharah-e-Sadar’. (Opening of the
Bosom)

Sharah Sadar

It refers to a state when knowledge descends directly from Allah unto the heart
about topics or issucs discussed, and the bosom becomes an ocean of
knowledge. This knowledge indeed is termed as ‘/im-e-Luduni (the inspired
knowlcdge) which opens the bosom in which it is inspired. According to Quriin
when Allah showers His Mercy on someone He opens his bosom for Islam.
This 1s a blessing generally enjoyed by the Aulia’. However, some fortunate
ones are especially gifted with such knowledge from Allah that they can
converse at length on just about any topic, despite the fact that they never
acquired any formal education thereof.

Prophct Miisa™ then presented his second request, which was to make his task
casy as this indeed was the domain of Allah. No matter how perfect a person

may be or how much authority he wields, whatcver means he employs to
‘achicve a particular result are made effective only by Allah. He also requested
Allah to untic the knot of his tongue which means that not only should his

bosom be overflowing with knowledge, but he should also be able to expound
these facts before others. ‘

Loosening the Knot from the Tongue

Here many Commentators quote an incident that while in his childhood at the
Pharaoh’s palace, Prophet Miisa™® had once grabbed and pulled at the



Pharach’s beard in innocence. This enraged him. His wife intervened to pacify
the Pharaoh to forgive Milsa because he was only a child and had done it
unwittingly. Not satisfied, the Pharach put him to trial He ordered two trays 1o
be brought before the child, one of jewels and the other of smouldering embers,
Just to see whether he was wise enough to differentiate between the two. He is
sajdempkkedtxpmmbamﬂpmhmhﬁmﬁmemmumt
bumledtnaslamm.'l'hismsswadﬂrc?hamahﬂmlwwasmﬂyachildwhn
could not differentiate between a jewed and an ember. i

The Commentators assert that here Prophet Milsa™® is requesting Allah to cure
the said stammering. However, this does not appear plausible because
according to the Qurdn, the Pharach after his conversation with Miisa™
remarked that he was unable to explain things. Prophet Miisa™ himsclf
acknowledged that his brother Hariin could speak more cloquently than him.
Sodnebcaﬂyoflhchnmcaﬁmli:shlmcfaﬁthmhamqumcdhﬂahfm the
capability to cffectively expound the knowledge inside his bosom. Often we
come across people abrim with knowledge acquired through extensive study
but they simply cannot express it. Even amongst the Aulia’ there have been
somc blcssed with abundant knowledge but they could not convey it to others
Indeed, fortunate are those blessed both with knowledge as well as the power 1o
convey it, thereby benefiting mankind immensely. Prophet Miisa™ further
requested Allah to make his speech so cffective that it may penetrate the hearts
of the audience.

The Deputy or the Minister

He also requested Allah to appoint for him a deputy who would share his
burden of responsibility. He prayed that he may be from his famuly. This refers
to the fact that for accomplishing any significant task, a person is dependant on
his associates and subordinates. The term Wizier (deputy or minister) originates
from here, and a Wizier shares the burden of responsibility of his boss. So «t
becomes mandatory for the boss to personally know somconc before
appointing him as his deputy. He must also be surc of his capability to handle
the job, as well as of his loyalty towards him. Besides, he must also be certain
that his chosen deputy will prove to be his strength in the affairs of the State. A
ruler must ponder over all these considerations while sclecting his cabinet
Otherwise, appointment of Ministers to win support for remaining in power can
be well compared to the situation when a person puts his load on a donkey, It
can carry the load alnght but certainly cannot be a deputy. Similarly the follics
of incompetent deputics cannot be a source of strength for the ruler in running
the State. So Prophet Miisa™* requested Allah to appoint his brother Hariin™



as his deputy, who was capable enough to share the duties of Prophethood and
Mcssengership with him. They will together glorify Him and remember Him
and that He was constantly Aware of their situation

Collective Zikr

It is obvious that a person may worship, do Zikr or glorify Allah alonc also
However, given the right company and the conducive environment, onc can
certainly put up a better performance. Besides, collective Zikr is very
bencficial, because each individual enjoys a personal relationship with Allah
and the Divine Lights reflecting on each participant together causc a composite
stream of His Refulgence to engulf and benefit everyone. It is also established
here that propagation of Din is imperative. Prophet Miisa™®® was raised for the
very purpose of inviting the Pharaoh to Allah, yet Zikr itself is the Ifeline for
every Prophet™®, Wali and belicver. Life is a prerequisite to propagation of Din
Anyone oblivious of Zikr will be assumed as dead and how can the dead
propagate? So Prophet Miisa™ wished for his life, health and power, which can
only be acquired through His Zikr. Allah accepted all his requests. Praise be to
Him! What a Grace that whatever was asked was granted, so much so that at
that very moment Prophethood was conferred upon Harlin®®, who was blesscd
with revelation and duly educated on his Prophetic responsibilities. So when
Prophct Miisa™ amived in Egypt, Prophet Harin®® was waiting for him
outside the city, ready to share the formidable task.

Invocation is also Destiny

Whereas Prophethood had been endowed upon Harfin™® since etermity, he was
formally raised upon the the invocation of Prophet Miisa™. Simllar was the rassing
of the Holy Prophet™" in an answer to Prophet Ibrhim's™ prayer. Thus it
stands established that invocation is also part of destiny. As all events arc pre-
determined and the timings of occurrence as a result of an invocation are fixed
so 15 the invocation predestined. On the eve of his requests, Allah also recounts
to Prophet Miisa™®, how he had favoured him when he was not cven capable of
praying and was a newly born child; when death lurked over him at the hands

of Pharaoh’s soldicrs. At shat time Allah had inspired mto the heart of hus
mothcr

llham and liga

As discussed carlier, Aulia’ are blessed with 1Thim and Ilga, which is also
termed as Wahi'. It may be extended not only to Aulia’ but also to trees, rocks,
fire, occans indeed to anything. For instance, ‘and We inspired the bee’ This
form of inspiration is natural as every living thing is bomn with it commensuratc
to the purpose of its creation. Another type of inspiration can be scen in the



story of Prophet Ibrahim™* when Allah directly commanded the fire to cool
down.

The third type 1s the Ilhdm of a Wali because of his devoted adherence to the
teachings of a Prophet™. Or one may enjoy an exalted level of Divine
Nearness, and the [lga takes place as in case of Prophet Miisa’s™® mother. Or an
angel may speak to a person as with Prophet “Isi’s™ mother. The blessings of
lihdm and liga have been available to the chosen few ever since the advent of
man in this world and will continue to be so until the end of time. The only
prerequisite s a total adherence and submission to the Prophetic teachings.
However, it is important that whatever one learns through IThdm must be within
the limits of Shan“ah, otherwise it will be invalid. Secondly, only the recipicnt
is bound to follow it and not others while the ‘Waji” peculiar to the Prophets™®,
ts obligatory to be followed by the respective believers.

River at Command

The mother of Prophet Miisa™ was mspired to put her infant in a box and
lower it into the niver. It would be carried to a place predetermined to be picked
up by a person who is Allah’s as well as his cnemy. This Ayah contains an
indirect command for the niver as well that it should carry the box to the
specific point reserved for the royal couple for swimming and sight seeing. The
nver promptly complied with. Actually every creation including the carth,
rocks and trees possesses a certain kind of cognisance whereby it remembers its
Provider and Sustainer. It witnesses events, and will provide evidence on the
Day of Judgment. And it also obcys the Divine Commands it receives, It is
recorded that the rocks and the trees greeted the Holy Prophet™" as his
miracle, so is the conversation of mountains and the animals with him. It is also
a part of history how Caliph ‘Umar™" wrote a letter to River Nile and it
obcyed his orders.

A tnibutary from the river passed through the Royal Palaces, where the royal
couple uscd to bathe and swim. Prophet Milsa™ was carried safely to that
point. Allah also favoured by giving him a certain charm. Whoever saw him
fell in love with him. This is an excellence usually bestowed by Him upon His
dcvoted servants. '

Allah’s Chosen Ones are Adored

While the Prophets™ enjoy a singular status, there are also personages amongst
the Aulia” who are adored by the people while the enemies hearts sink at their
sight.

~



Prophct Miisa™ was brought up under His Supervision. Praisc be to Him! He
availed the services of the encmy for the purpose and at the same time nursed
m by none other than his own mother. It so happened that when the box
carrying the little infant ammived at the river bank, the royal maids picked it up
The Pharaoh, after being wamed by his sooth sayers that a boy bom in Bani
Isriil would topple his empire, had ordered all newly born boys of Bani Israil o
be killed Faced with the consequent problem of potential shortage of labour to
serve lum and his people, he relaxed the killing to cvery alternate vear winle
spanng the baby girls altogether Prophet Harin™ was bom in the year of
exemption while Prophet Miisa™® was bom in the year of killing. So Allah
saved Prophet Miisa™ by inspiring his mother with a plan and foiled the vile
duignsuflthhmaohbyhﬁnginghimupmhisv:rypalacc, so that he had the
royal traming and was abreast with the affairs of the State.

When the royal maids carmied the box to the royal couple, the Pharaoh instantly
commented that the baby must have been abandoned by a Bani Israili and
ordered his execution. But his childless wife, moved by her natural instinct.
muwdﬂmﬂmbahywassuadomhhmﬁmgg&stadadopﬁmﬂncchrmghl
uphjrthcmh:wom;im!mgcrhcanmmy,slwsaid.ﬁndﬂm%amuhagrmd,

Love for Allah’s Chosen Bondsmen leads to Guidance

ﬂm;l]dﬁvmhyanwdwlyinﬂjmwhmimtwm“m“mdsa
Prophet™, This proved to be a source of guidance for her. In other words, the
Imefcrhﬂah‘schuscnmsﬂmhsamnsnfanainmggummc. whilc
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Pharaoh who held him in despise, and became deprived eternally.

Nowwf:anphctMﬁm'“hadbamadupwd,samhhcgan for a suitablc lady
to nurse him. He would not suckle any woman. His sister, who had been on the
look out as instructed by her mother, met the royal maids and suggested a lady
best suited for the job and gave her mother’s name and address. She was
summoned to the palace and the child readily accepted her suckling Allah

describes this favour: “We returned you to your mother that she might cool her
eyes and she might not grieve.”

So she nursed her own son on payment from the royal cxchequer, untl he was
old cnough 1o return to the roval palace. He was naturally inclined towards
Bani Isriil, firstly becausa of his biological ties and secondly because he had
boen raised amongst them. One day he saw one of the Pharach’s men
maltrcating an Isrdih in the market place. He intervened and a scufflc
developed. Misa™® punched the man so hard that he died on the spot. Allah
says: “And you slew a person but We delivered you from sorrow.” This



followed another test. Soon he found the same Isriili involved into another
scuffle. Miisa*® was annoyed and told him that indeed he was the muschicf
monger. Yct he tried to make the Qibti step aside. But the Isrili got terrificd
assuming that Prophet Miisa™ was going to hit him. So he implored not to kill
him like he had killed the Qibti the other day. Heanng this, another Qibu
reported the matter to the authorities and the Pharaoh issued orders for the
arrest and execution of Prophet Miisa™®, As the news reached him. he fled the
Kingdom. The tnal mentioned here refers to his undertaking a long and tedious
journcy, to an unknown destination, all by himself, without any prior planning,
preparation or provisions. A detailed account has been given carlicr Allah
favoured him once again with a safe arrival at Madyan, where he stayed for a
decade with Prophet Shu‘aib’s*® family, He married his daughter and found a
home in exile. When the time approached for his formal raising and for the

honour of a Divine Dialogue, he arrived at the appointed rendezvous
automatically.

Coincidences

We use the term “accidentally” or “by coincidence” only because we arc
unaware of Divine Plans, whereas all events are a part of the pre programmcd
system of life. This has been discussed earlier.

Allah having chosen the two for Himself, bids them to take along the muracles
as testimony to their Prophethood and proceed to execute their assignment

being mindful of His Zikr, with full concentration, without showing any
slackness

The Proof of Being Allah’s Servant

The greatest evidence of being a chosen servant of Allah is that a pérson
diligently obeys Him, in words and in actions. Rather he becomes obedience
personified and exploits all his faculties to invite people to Allah Thercforc, 2
Wali’s Karamah 1s only manifested for the upholding of Din. The sccond
indication 1s that such a person is blessed with a state of constant Zikr. us
described by the Qurin: “Go you and your brother with My Signs and do not
slacken in My Zikr™ The dircction is not to allow anything to hinder Zikr. A
Prophet™ is, in any casc, an embodiment of Zikr His cntirc body practises it
including the clothes he adorns and the land he treads. Therefore, the question
that a Prophet™ can ever be heedless of Zikr docs not arise. However. when
the two of them would face the tyrannical and arrogant Pharaoh and invite him
to Allah, his previous hostiity,towards them is bound to increasc, so there was
a chance of corresponding decreasce in their attention towards Zikr Henee the



Command is to pay pnmary attention to His Zikr and in a lesser degree to the
Pharaoh

Now those who hold that mere worship, 7asb# (hymming His Praiscs) and
propagation of Islam is Zikr, may like to ponder over the facts that (1) A
Prophet™ never neglects his worship. (2) There can be no better Tayb# than
the reaitation of Allah’s Words before the Pharaoh and what could be more
superior than inviting a tyrant to Allah? Then why is this not sufficient and
what kind of Zikr 1s so important that it 1s being stressed upon for the two
Messengers of Allah? Obviously it is Zikr-e-Qalbi, which always lcads to His
Company.

So Allah Commands both to proceed to the Pharaoh in a state of constant Zikr
In other words, the basic requirement for propagation of Islam 1s a Qalb
constantly engaged in Zikr Any person with a heedless Qalb cannot be
expected to influence the Qulib of others. Although the Pharach had crossed
all imits of wickedness, yet the Prophets™ must speak to him in a polite and
canng manner, because the intention 1s not to abasc or embarrass him over his
misconduct.

The Basic Concept of Religious Propagation

The main objective is to invite the Pharaoh to guidance for his own betterment
Therefore, the Prophets™ must speak lovingly, affectionately and softly with
him, for hatred and arrogance can never attract anyone. It will only be the love
and affection, which could imitiate a spark in the Pharaoh’s heart. It is possible
that this spark causes him to understand what is good for lim, and he may
accept the guidance or begin to fear the consequences of annoying Allah

The Barakah of Allah’s Company

The Prophets™ pledging their obedience mbmlﬂed that they were ready to
execute the assigned task. Yet they were afraid of the possibility that the despot,
without even listening to them, may order their arrest and send them directly to
pnison or ¢cven sentence them to death. So how would such a rebel be addressed
and conveyed the Divine Message? Allah reassured them that they had nothing
1o worry for He was with them and Oversces and Hears cverything. In other
words, He assurcd them of His Company as their Rabb, for both of them were
His Prophets™ and enjoyed hearts constantly cngaged m Zikr. The tyrant
would have to histen to them Both the Prophets™ amved i the Pharaoh’s
Court and pronounced their Prophethood They said that they had neither come
for any vested intercst nor did they have anything to do wath the royal court
Hesvever, they were Prophets™ who had been sent by Allah, also the Rabb of
Pharaoh It was He Who had miven him hife, a physical existence. power and



kingdom, and to Him he was to return one day. This indecd is what is expected
of His Providence. Therefore, he must belicve with them, frec the suppressed
i Isrdil, and allow them to live where they wanted to.

Prophets Miracles Match the Contemporary People of Excellence

“As for the proof of our Prophcthood, Allah has blessed us with miracles of
amazing naturc as well as His Company and Benevolence,” they said. That was
an cra marked with perfection in sorcery, so their miracles were such as could
humble any skilled magician. During Prophet ‘Isi’s™* era, conventional
medical science prevailed in all its excellence. So his miracles of curning the
blind and the leper or blowing into a bird made out of clay to amimate it or
bnnging the dead back to life were to humble the contemporary medical
scicnce. The era of the Holy Prophet™" ushered in innumerable inventions,
which influenced civilization and a number of nations claimed to be civilized.
His outstanding muracie is the Islamic civilization and by no standards can any
other civihization match it. Any merit found in contemporary socicties has been
picked up from Islam. Before its advent mankind did not possess much good,
indeed every socicty derived its virtues from Islam. If only the Muslims would
understand this reality!

Prophets Miisa®® and Harin® told the Pharaoh that by manifesting their
miracles they wanted to make him realize that the route to salvation was indeed
the path of guidance while waywardness always led to destruction. It was in his
own interest to choose the right path. Allah has declared that He would not

sparc those who turn their backs on His guidance and refute it, so he too would
not be able to escape Divine Punishment.

Prophets™ also Reform Peoples Mutual Dealings

Obwviously Prophets™ are not raised for the mere purpose of propagation,
which is not effective unless appropniate solutions to real life problems and the
most workable method of tackling these are also spelled out. Herc Prophet
Miisa™ did not only invite the Pharach to Allah but also demanded freedom of
Bani Israil undertaking the responsibility to make them live as practising
behevers. And when the Pharaoh refused, he led them out of Egypt without his
consent. In this contest, the tyrant perished in the sca and the Prophet™ guided
the Bani Isriil in all aspects of practical life; the affairs of the State, the politics
and the basic belicfs. Similar mode of action was adopted by the Holy Prophet ™**.
So mere propagation is not the entire task but is one of the many faccts of the
Prophetic mission. s

The Pharaoh asked who indeed was the Rabb of the twain, who had dared to
scnd Messengers demanding his obedience? Even if there existed any other



Rabb, in his view it had to bce far inferior to him, as he had pronounced himself
as Rabb-c-A'la (the most superior provider).

Innate Capabilities and Zeal - Evidence to Allah’s Greatness

Prophet Milsa™ reacted in the most splendid manner. He said that their Rabb
was the Onc Who had created everything and had put it to work according to
its mnate capacity. For instance, a honey bee makes the honey and runs
functioning of the hive. Every tree yields specific fruits, flowers and juices and
cach amimal knows the art of living. All this is Allah’s domain. But if Pharach
claimed to be the Rabb, he challenged him to alter this system, and grow grape

vIncs on mango frees, nra}tcrﬂwlransmnnufdayandmght,ormakcnland
animal live in the sea.

A Person Failing to Answer Quarrels

The Pharaoh stood humbled and resorted to vain arguments. He asked the
Prophets™ that if they were speaking the truth about there being a Rabb other
than him, then what would be the fate of those who had died believing in him
as God He thought that the Prophets™ would mstantly declare them hell
bound thercby offending their progeny, who would continue to support him.
But the Prophets™ are blessed with vast knowledge. They declared that they
bad been tasked to deal with the living only and as such obliged to invite them
o the truth. However, if the people did not accept, it was also their duty to
forewarn them of the dire consequences well in time. As for the fate of the

bygone, 1t was a matter entirely between them and Allah, Who Knows the
best.

A Propagator Must Avoid Unnecessary Argument
Besides, the deeds of every individual are recorded in a Register and the
Knowledge of Allah is Perfect. There is neither a possibility of Him making an
error nor any chance of missing out any record. If the Pharach wanted to sec a
reflection of the superiority of His Knowledge, he should look around himsclf.
He may sec the dust beneath his feet, how each particle carmies a host of
properties and enjoys a compatibility? He has created so many resources of hifc
on carth making- it inhabitable, He makes the water pour down from heights,
satiating cach and every grain of soil. In turn, a varicty of fruits, flowers and
vegetables grow, people eam their livelihood and rear cattle and other amimals
The entire system, if viewed in terms of meticulous programming and

exccllience, offers myriads of evidence on Allah’s Greatness for men of
understanding,
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Section 3

Of t We created vou and to ot
We return you and from it We
bring you forth once again.

And assuredly We showed him
Our Signs, all of them, but he
denied and rejected.

He said: have you come to us
that you may dnive us out of our
land by your magic, Miisa?
So we shall confront you with a
like magic, so make between us
and you an appointment in an
open space, which we shall not
fail, neither you,

Miisa said: your appointment is
the gala day. And that the people
be gathered in the forenoon.
Then Pharaoh tumed away,
devised his stratagem and then
he came.

Misa said to them: woe unto
you! Fabricate not a lic against
Allah, lest He extirpates you
with a torment, and surely, he
who fabncates, loses.

Then they wrangled about their
affair among themselves and
kept secret their pnivate counsel.
They said: verily these two are
magicians, intending to dnve
you forth from your land by their
magic and to do away with your
superior way
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So devise your stratagem and
then come in a row. Fortunate to-
day 1s he who overcomes.

They said: either you cast, or we
shall be the first to cast.

He said: nmay, cast you down.
And lo! Their ropes and therr
staves, by the magic, made to
appear o him as though they
WCIC running.

Then a sort of fear in his mind
Miisa felt.

We said: have no fear, venly
you, you shall be the supernior.
And cast you down what is in
your right hand; it shall swallow
up what they have wrought
They have only wrought a
magician’s stratagem, and the
magician docs not prosper
wherever he comes.

Then the magicians were cast
down prostrate. They said: now
we believe in the Rabb of Miisa
and Harlin

Pharach said: what did vou
believe in Him before | gave
you lcave? Surely he is your
chief who taught you magic. So |
will surely cut off your hands
and feet on the opposite sides;
and will, surely crucify you on
the trunks of the palm-trees; and
you will surely know which of
us 1s stermer in torment and more

lasting
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They said: we shall by no means
prefer you over what has come
to us of the evidences, and over
Him Who has created us. So do
decree you whatever you shall
decrce, you can decree only in
respect of the life of this world.
Verily we! We have believed in
our Rabb that He may forgive
us our affairs, and also that to
which you have constramed us
in the way of magic. And Allah
is the Best and Most Lasting

Verily he who comes to his
Rabb as a culprt, for hum is
Hell, in which he shall neither
die nor live.

And he who comes to Him as a
believer, and has done righteous
deeds, then for them are high
ranks.
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He also created you from the same soil wherefrom He grows fruits, vegetables
and grain. By processing those through different stages He creates the sperm
where from He fashions the human body. He then returns the human body to
this soil once again scattering all its components. Whether a body is cremated
or buried or eaten away by the animals, it eventually reverts to the basic unit of
matter, :xc:ptlhnscwhomhunhwis}mtc:pm And He is so Powcrful
that He will again fashion these scattered particles into a human body and

quicken it. Together with thesc mplananuns and becautiful words of advice
abounding in wisdom, all thc miracles given to Prophet Miisa™ were also



manifested to the Pharaoh. However, he belied and blatantly refused to accept
the truth, But the miracles were too extraordinary to be ignored and the
Pharaoh could not dare order the arrest or execution of the Prophets™ He did
acknowledge the superiority of what he called as magic and said that theough it
Prophet Miisa™ intended to snatch his kingdom from him.

Miracle and Magic

This was the second illogical argument which the Pharaoh put forth only for
face saving. First he had inquired about the fate of those who had dicd carlicr
and now after witnessing all the miracles manifested to invite him to Allah. L
began to confuse the issuc saying that it was plain magic The fact is that magc
aims at acquiring only worldly gains and fame while a miracle is manifested for
upholding the truth.

It was an cra of perfection in magic in Egypt and the Pharaoh had many
accomplished magicians. He announced to contest the Prophets™ and claimed
that his magicians will also manifest by their magical powers a presentation
similar to what the Prophets™® had done as a miracle. He asked the Prophets™*
o fix the time and venue where the contest would take place so that they may
have no excuse to be absent. He demanded that the Prophets-** must be present

at the appointed time and place. He and his magicians would for surc be present
as they had called the contest.

So Prophet Miisa™ suggested that it be held on a day of onc of their festivals
s0 that maximum people can witness it, while the time would be mid morning
The Pharach accepted and summoned all the magicians. All the necessary
amangements were made and he amved with them, on schedule. Prophet Misa™
told the magicians that he did not intend to display an art, nor was it a magic
contest, rather his duty was to invite the people to Allah. So they must not
stand n 1ts way. Besides, calling the miracles a magic tantamounted to
fabncating a lie over Allah, for they are endowed by Him to His choscn
people, whereas magic is only an art which can be learnt even by evil-doers and
non belicvers. He fearcd that by refuting the miracles, they would invoke His
Wrath and may perish like those who belied Allah before them.

Facts must be Logically Presented in Sermon

This sermon jolted the magicians, for it was backed by logic and historical
evidence which could not be denied. So they got together for sccret
consultations whether to contest or to withdraw. They also armved at the same
conclusion that the two were definitely magicians, but of extremely high
clibre, who were intending to seize control over the country through their
magic to enforce their ancestral religion. Therefore, the best course of action



was to put together all the magical forces they had at their command and
collectively encounter the two, for it was no longer an individual contest but
had become a national cause. And the victorious that day would gain control
and statc power once for all. So putting together all their experience and
knowledge and having agreed on a common agenda they stepped into the

arena. Yet in their hearts the superiority and greatness of Prophets Miisa™ and
Hariin™ had taken root.

Greatness of Prophets™ when Acknowledged Leads to Guidance

The magicians failed to appreciate the Prophethood and the miracles vet they
did acknowledge that the two were indeed great people, even though they took
them only as magicians. Out of respect they asked Prophet Misa™ if he
preferred to display his part first or were they allowed to begin with their

performance. Prophet Miisa™ permitted them to open the contest and display
their craft. So they cast down the cords and staves they had brought along.

Magic cannot Change the Originality

The power of their magical spell made the spectators sce their instruments as
serpents wiggling and creeping all over the place. These indeed were ropes and
staves but under the nfluence of magic appearcd as snakes and scrpents.
without transforming in ¢ssence. This was such a spectacular display that ¢ven
Prophet Miisa™ was taken aback though he concealed it from his opponents

Prophets™ too have Natural Instincts

By wvirtue of being human, Prophet Miisa™ was also influenced by the
awcsomeness of the display. Instantly it was revealed to him that there was
nothing to be afraid of, for neither would they defeat him nor could they
impede Allah's Din; victory would indeed be his. All he had to do was to cast
down his staff Prophct Miisa®® complied with and it turned into such an
cnormous serpent which not only overwhelmed everything but also devoured
all the snakes and serpents clearing the arena in a moment. This 1s because a
wizard's sorcery 1s but a deception while a miracle 1s a manifestation of Divine
Omnipotence.

Difference between a Wizard and a Saint

Similarly Karamabh is also an offshoot of the miracle. The craft of a wizard after
so much cffort 1s unravclled by the single glance of a truly devoted servant of
Allah. Wizards, sorcerers or the so called professors of today can never attain
virtue. And those deprived themselves cannot be cxpected to bencfit others

uy



Effects of a Miracle Vary according to State of Qalb

When this amazing miracle was manifested the magicians knew that it was not
magic. Had it been so, it would have rendered their spell ineffective, reverting
the serpents back to ropes and staves, but no magic could tum the ropes to thin
air. And the Prophet™ got hold of it after performance, and it turned into the
same staff. The point 1o take note is that the same display was before the
Pharaoh who was enraged while the magicians fell down prostrate It was just
because the magicians did enjoy respect for the Prophets™ in their hearts, cven
though not as Prophets™® but only as men of excellence. And the darkness of
Pharach’s heart further increased because of his hostility. It must, therefore, be

realized that even if one does not benefit from the Aulia’, -he must have
reverence for them,

Epitome of Faith and the Influence of Tawajjuh

The magicians not only fell down prostrate but also announced that they had
become belicvers in the Rabb of Prophets Miisa™® and Hariin**, the Onc Who
had sent the two with His Mcssage. The Commentators assert that during their
Sajdah the magicians were shown a vision of the Akhirah, the Jannah and the
Hell. Besides, the way they discussed Akhirah before the Pharaoh indicates that
becausc of the Prophet’s Tawajjuh, the Prophetic knowledge was transmitted
directly into their hearts. The vision of the Akhirah gave them the courage to
daunticssly speak out to the Pharaoh. This indeed is the excellence, which
ought to be sought n a Shaikh that in his company, a seeker is blessed with
vision of the Akhirah, a strong faith and a heart receptive to the knowledge of
Din

The Pharaoh got furious on their declaration without his formal permission He
asserted that had there been any truth in the Prophets’ Message he would have
mmself accepted it and also allowed them to do so. He alleged that Prophet
Miisa™ must have been their mentor ir. sorcery and that they had decoived
him, while in fact he himself was deceiving all who had witnessed the truth
themsclves, He announced their pumishment that he would amputate their
hands and feet alternately and crucify them on date palms, to make them realize
whose punishment was severer and worth avoiding, They would also know as
to who commanded more authority and was greater in power

The magicians, tumed believers, declared that in comparnson to the vision they
were blessed with and the knowledge that tlluminated their hearts his words
camed no significance for them whatsoever. They told the Pharach that while
he claimed to be Rabb they now enjoyed the cognition of the real Rabb, their
Creator, leaving no room for his authority. Nevertheless, he did wield a worldly



and temporary authority and was thus free to do what pleased him. But they
had realized that his decision would only affect their temporal life, whose end
would present them in the Court of the Magnificent Rabb, in Whom they now
behieved. And it was their only wish that Allah may forgive their past follics
especially their last mustake which they had committed under duress by
contesting His beloved Prophet™®. They also cautioned the Pharaoh that all
goodness lay with Allah, Who lives forever, while he was mortal and void of
any goodness. Moreover, he must also remember that anyone who retumed to
Him defiant would be condemned to Hell by Him where he would neither live
nor die. They also reminded the Pharaoh that there was still time for him to
reflect. Whoever becomes a believer and submits himself to the teachings of
His Prophets™ will be amply rewarded and will eternally reside in evergreen
gardens with rivers flowing through. Whoever purifies his heart and grooms it
with the light of faith will be rewarded likewise. Thus the people whom the
nsing sun had witnessed as the royal magicians, saw them as martyrs of
Prophet Miisa™ in the cause of Allah, at dusk.

Section 4
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you, and wax not nsolent
thereabout, lest My Wrath may
come down upon you, and upon
whom My Wrath comes down,
he surcly perishes.

And venly I am the Most
Forgiving to him who repents
and  believes and works
nghteously and lets himself
remain guided.

And what has made you hasten
from your people, Miisa?

Miisa said: why. They are close
on my footsteps, and 1 hastened
to You, Rabb! That You might
be well-pleased,

Allah said: verily We have tried
your people after you, and Samri
has led them astray.

Therefore, Milsa returned to his
people indignant and sorrowful,
He said: my people! Did not my
Rabb make to you an excellent
promise? Did then the promise
seem to you too long in coming?
Or did you desire that the Wrath
of your Rabb should come upon
you, so that you failed to keep
my appointment?

They said: we did not fail to
keep your appomtment of our
own will, but we were laden
with the load of the people’s
trinket, so we threw them, as did
the Samri into the fire,

And he produced for them a calf,
a body with a low. Then they
said: this is your god and the god
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of Milsa, and him he has
forgotten.

89, Did they not see that it did not L2 dtop ok men
recumm a word to them, ‘and 3!&:51@;::31' 2
owned for them neither hurt nor o T T
profit? QEEe ALY
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lnshmwhcndemit:wimeﬁingaﬂmmm:sandﬁuphm:tmhingsmc
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mke“Myslam“,thatisBmﬂ!srﬁLbynigmmnﬁumthckingdomufﬁmmnh
to nid them of his atrocities. Although Bani Isral had erred time and again vet
because of their association with Prophet Miisa™*. Allah has conferred upon
them the title of “My Slaves”.

The Barakah of Association with the Men of Allah.

In other words, the association with the men of Allah is a great award and a
source of attaining His Mercy.

Prophet Miisa™ was commanded to lead the Bani Israil towards the sea On
mchhtgﬁwcmﬂ,hﬂwmsuik:thcmmmmsﬂaﬂ'mdasamltdry
pathways would open out in the sea, without a trace of dampness Besides,
Allah gave him the assurance that he need not worry of being caught by the
Pharaoh, nor fear drowning. Relying completely on Him, he must simply get
on the move. Prophet Miisa™* set out with Bani Israil by night by Allah's
Command. In early hours of the following moming, the Pharach got a wind of
the cscape. He immediately took his legions out to follow the fugitives. By then
the Bani Israil had amved at the coast. The Qurin also reveals in another Ayah
that the Bani Israil had exclaimed: “we have been caught”, but Prophet Miisa ™
reassured them that the Munificent Rabb was with him.

As he struck his staff, there emerged twelve pathways in the sca scparated by
high walls of water. So each tribe followed a path and as they walked on they
could see one other through and even talk among themselves When the
Pharach amived, they were night in the middle of the sea. In hot pursuit, he led
s army onto these pathways. Halfway through, when the Bani Isrdil had
crossed over to the other side, the water reverted to its normal flow drowning
everyone including Pharach himself Ahd they all penished. It was not only



a worldly catastrophe but the 1ll fated Pharaoh had also led his people into the
cternal disaster by misguiding them.

Allah addressed the Bani Isrdil that He had destroyed their worst enemy and
spared them his atrocities. He promused them another favour, and Commanded
them to proceed to the Valley on the nght flank of Mount Tir so that they be
handed down a Divine Scnpture. And when they were stranded in the Valley of
Taiah, Allah sent down fast food for them in the form of sweets and quails and
bid them to enjoy it without exceeding the limits, that is, not to disobey Him

Neither must they try to snatch others” share, nor resort to hoarding, for in that
casc they were surc to invite Allah’s Wrath, and whoever incurs it shall stand

devastated And anyonc who rcpents and mends his ways w:ll find Allah
extremely Clement and Forgiving.

Striving is Imperative

Prophct Miisa™ set out cagerly aficer appointing Prophet Harin™ as the acting
Amir, for he knew that the caravan would move at its own pace while he had
the Divine Orders to fast for thirty days (later extended to forty) after arnving at
Tir It was then that the Book was given to him. In other words, striving is
imperative for receiving Barakah

Violating Allah’s and Prophet’s Commands causes Distress both in Din
and Worldly Affairs

However, the Bani lsrail failed to reach the Valley, for according to the
Commentators, they disputed among themsclves and staved back As a
punishment, they were put to trial. A magician amongst them by the name of
Samn, outwardly a believer, moulded a calf and invited them to is worship
which some of the ignorant promptly obeyed. On the other end. Allah asked
Prophet Miisa™ why had he amived ahead of his nation? The Prophet™
apologised and explained that he had thought that they too would amve soon
being right behind him, while his passion to be in His Presence caused the haste

Allah informed him that the Bani Israil had been put to tnal by Him for
abandoming their journcy. Samri had misguided them and right now somc of
them were busy worshipping the calf. Prophet Misa™® was deeply hurt and
exasperated. He retumned to his people in fury and saw for himself what he had
been told He asked his people why had they forgotten the sublime reward
Allah had promised them upon reaching the Valley? It was not something to
be forgotten, It was indeed their misfortune to have invoked Allah’s Wrath by
thiscontinuing the journcy. They pleaded that they had not done it wilfully,
because a strange thing had happened. They were carrying along a lot of
ewellery belonging to the People of the Pharaoh which they cast into firc on



orders of Prophet Harlin™, who had announced that it was sinful to keep the
possessions of the infidels. So it was decided to melt the omaments and keep
the gold in its basic form until Prophet Miisa™ rctumned to decide the final
disposal. But 1t so happened that Samn had picked up some soil from the
footpnnts of Archangel Jibnl's horsc, after observing that the soil beneath its
hooves would quicken into greencry.

He had then moulded the omaments into a calf which produced some sort of
sound. Some of the Commentators assert that it was simply a statuc with
apertures through which the wind whistled. But from the performance of
Samn, a majority of Commentators agree that the calf did show signs of life,
and one of them was, that it produced the sound.

And Samri told them that the calf indecd was their God as well as Miisa's™,
who had by mistake gone elsewhcre while his God was specaking through the
calf. Allah questions that ecven if there was a sound, whether it was
answering their calls or had become the master of their gam or loss? It was

only by witnessing a wonder that the foolish had believed the calf to be their
God

Section 5
90 And assurcdly Harlin had said to It TR 5§ 4
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verily your Rabb s the
Compassionate, so follow me

and obcy my command.
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100.

10J.

102,

would say: “You have caused a
division among the Children of
Isrdiil and have not kept my
word.”

Misa said: What was vyour
object, Samri?

He said: 1 saw what the people
did not see. So | seized a handful
of dust from the footstep of the
angel, and then | cast it into the
fire; thus my mind embellished
the affair to me.

Miisa said: be gone you! Venly it
shall be yours in life to say: no
contact, and venly yours is a
tryst which vou shall not fail
And look you at your god to
which you have been devoted:
we shall surcly bum it, and
scatter it in the sea in your
presence.

Your God is only Allah, the
One; other than Him there is no
God. He Comprchends
everything in knowledge.

Thus We recount to you some
tidings of what has preceded.
and surcly We have given to you
an admonition from before Us.
Whosocver tums away from it
venily they shall bear a burden
on the Day of Judgement

And they shall abide theren
Vile will it be for them on the
Day of Judgement as a load.

The Day when the Trumpet will
be blown and We shall, on that
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Prophet Hariin™® tried his best to stop them from idolatry, telling them that they
were under tnial and were going astray. He added that their Creator was indeed
Munificent. Who had not seized them instantly on this violation, so they must
repent, follow his instructions, and accept his advice. But they did not pay heed
and nsisted on continuing the calf worship until the retumn of Prophet Miisa™*.
According to Commentators the Bani Isrdil had split into three groups. One
stuck to the obedience of Prophet Harin'®; though small in number. The
second engaged in calf worship with the provision that if Prophet Miisa™ was
to forbid it on his return, they would stop it. The third group stood fast on the
calf worship and expected Prophet Miisa™ to join in.

Meanwhile Prophet Miisa™ retumed very annoyed with Prophet Harlin™ as to
why he had not fought the evil like him, who had stood up against a tyrant of
the Pharaoh’s calibre. And why had he spared the evildoers when he had been
appointed for their reformation, ignoring his instructions. Prophet Miisa™
seized his beard and his hair in anger. Prophet Harlin® begged his brother to
give him a chance to explain. He told him that the Bani Isriil were all set to
fight and there were very few people on his side. Secondly, he was hopeful of
their reformation on your return. Had he taken to fighting, the Bani Isrdil would
have split into two groups forever, a situation his brother would have never
approved uf rather it would have annoyed him further.

litehad

Both the opinions were based on ljtehdd. Prophet Misa™ favoured an
encounter with the dissidents while Prophet Harin™ saw hope for their
reformation on the former’s return and thus tolerated them. Both were sincere
and aimed at secking Allah’s Pleasure and the betterment of His slaves. None



of the two can be declared wrong. In fact this is the kind of difference in
opinton that anscs amongst the Mujtahidin, unlike the present day practice of
concocting a new religion under the cover of ljtehad.

Prophet Miisa™ now tumed to Samn and asked him why had he created such a
mess. Samn said that he had witnessed something amazing, which others had
fuled to sce. When the Pharach was being drowned. he saw Angel Jibnl™®
mounted on a horse. Wherever his horse stepped, an instant growth of greencry
appcarcd on that barren patch of land. Some of the Commentators assert that
Angel Jibril™ had come on a horse to take Prophet Miisa™ to Mount Tur.
Samn added that he had picked up the soil from where the horse had stepped,
ummdﬁinthemuuldﬂdm]fandﬂicsignsofmﬂmﬂmappwcdmit
whereby it made strange sounds. '

This was something his soul had mnstigated him to do, and he complied.
Prophet Miisa™ announced that Samri was to be condemned to a life of
loneliness and humiliation. He had tried to divert the people from the Path of
Allah for Ius personal fame. Now his punishment was that he would shun the

' y of people and will beg them to stay away from him and not to touch
him.

Because of Prophet Miisa’s™ curse, anyone who touched Samri or was
touched by him, both would run a fever. So he would stay away from pcople
and whenever he saw someone approaching, he would scream at the top of his
voice, begging not to be touched. Besides, Prophet Miisa™® also wamed him
that punishment of the Akhirah was additional and Allah’s Promisc is always
honourcd. Therefore, he would surely be subjected to it and at the same time
deprived of the capacity to repent.

Some Sins Deprive a Person of the Capacity to Repent

The deity he had created for establishing his own eminence would also be
reduced to ashes and scattered all over the river to demonstrate that anything
which even failed to protect itself was certainly not worthy of worship. And He
Who truly deserves to be worshipped 1s Allah having no partners and Whose

Knowledge encompasses cverything. He is ever Aware of the condition of cach
and cvery soul,

This 1s how Allah informs the Holy Prophet™* over the cvents that befell the
preceding nations in proof of his Prophethood, for neither had he ever read 2
book nor attended any school, nor had he been anvone’s student. So the facts
revealed unto him are purcly a Divine Favour and characteristic of
Prophcthood. Besides, Allah gave him a Book which guides through cvery




aspect of human Iife and 1s a bounty par excellence, while the past events
revealed in it are helpful in deciding one’s future course of action.

Various Forms of Turning Away from Qurin

And whoever turns away from this Book will have to constantly face the
consequences on the Day of Judgment. The term “tuming away” has been
interpreted in two ways by the scholars; firstly it is taken as denial. Obviously,
a demial will result in disbelief making the denier liable to Hell. The second
meaning denotes that a person does not even try to read or understand the
Quiriin, or only reads it to look for a solution to his worldly problems or reads it
incorrectly without making any efforts for correct recitation, or never bothers to
read it all hus life. The worst form of tuming away is not to think of practising
it. May Allah protect us! And the burden of this apathy towards Allah’s Book
will indeed be an evil burden on the Day of Judgment. When the Trumpet will
be blown the infidels or the deniers of this Book will be quickened brown eyed,
of a most disgusting hue, because they had failed to employ their vision to the
truthfulness of Allah’s Book. Frightened, they will whisper to one another that
the imnterlude between the death and resurrection did not seem too long, as if
only ten days had gone past. In other words, would think that they have been
summoned for accountability too soon and would be terrified at the very
thought of what may happen. While the wise amongst them would say that the
interlude was no more than a day. This wisdom stems from the fact that
compared to Akhirah the worldly life including the period of Barzakh will
appear extremely short, merely a day.

Section 6
105.  And they question you regarding

the mountains. Say you: my Cionias Bacdi st
Rabb will scatter them with a @ Pl i e,

total scattering.
106. Then He shall leave it a level L s CEE25%
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109,

110.

1.

12,

113,

114,

HS.

so that you shall hcar but
muttering.

That Day mtercession will not
avail except him for whom the
Compassionate gives leave, and
of whom He Approves the word.
He Alone knows what is before
them and what 1s behind them,
and they cannot cncompass it
with their knowledge.

Downcast will be faces before
the Living, the Self Subsisting,
and disappointed will be he who

bears a wrong. .
Whosoever works of the
nghteous works and is a believer

he will not fear wrong or
begrudging.

And thus We have sent it down,
an Arabic Recitation, and have
propounded variously thercin of
the threats, that pcrhaps they
may fear God, or that it -may,

generate m them  some
admonition.
Exalted is Allah, the Truc King!

Hasten you not with the Quran
before its Revelation to you is
fimshed, and say you: Rabb:
give me increase in knowledge.
And assuredlv We covenanted
with Adam before, then he
forgot. Indeced We did not find
stcadiness in him.
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Secrets of Revelation

The infidels enquire of the Holy Prophet™*" how could the hard rocks and high
mountains fall apart? He must let them know that their Rabb shall scatter each
particle thereof and will level the earth leaving no elevation or depression or
any type of growth on it. That Day, mankind shall obey the Caller so diligently
that every person would straightaway reach the rendezvous.

According to the Commentators, Angel Isrifil will blow the Trumpet standing
on the dome of Bait al Magdas and will call out loudly, “O’ rotten boncs,
putreficd skins and broken hair! Come forth and gather before your Rabb.
Every dead will requicken and begin to move in that direction. And all those
with chirping tongues today will walk dumb-founded with terror, so slowly and
stcadily that nothing shall be heard except the faint sound of their footsteps.
That will be a hard Day when the interceders will intercede only for those duly
permitted by Allah, that is the believers. A person dying on disbelief will be
deprived of intercession.

Allah is well Aware of what they did in their temporal life, but the infidels
falled to appreciate this magnificent Divine Attribute. On that Day the cntire
creation shall stand before Him breathless and downcast. And those toiling
under the burden of transgression shall suffer the most; polytheism being the
worst form of transgression.

The Link between Precepts and Practices

Often it is the infidel who indulges in polytheism. On that Day peace will only
be for those who had acted righteously and were believers. They will not be
wronged and none of their good deeds will go waste. Here the nighteous deeds
are placed ahead of faith, which means that the preservation and strengthening
of faith depends on righteous deeds. Negligence in conduct definitely affects
faith and weakens it.

The Qurin is revealed in the Arabic language. It discusses past situations and
all possible eventualities at length with clanty to help mankind in its efforts to
find ways of avoiding distress and in secking Allah’s Neamess. By listening to
thesc events, one can contemplatc and may ultimately be blessed with
repentance and reformation. Gracious and Exalted is Allah, the Greatest and
the True Ruler. He is so kind to His creation that He forewamns them time and
again of the impending situations.

The Holy Prophet™**™ is told not to make haste in repeating the revelation but to
keep listening until its completion. He used to repeat the Ayit after Angel Jibril
in order to memorize. Allah desires him to listen in peace assuring him that to



mnscribe these in his memory is His responsibility, However, he must pray to
Allah for augmenting his knowledge. Praise be to Him. Even though the Holy
Prophet™*" was blessed with the greatest trove of knowledge yet he 1s being
advised that he must keep on asking for more and will be duly blessed, as
Allah’s Knowledge is boundless.

No Limits o Wilavah

Allah’s Cognition is indced the yicld of knowledge and is synonymous (o
Wilayah. So there are no limits of Wilayah as well. Though there is a limit of
meditations and spiritual stations yet the spiritual states are limitless. Allah
may bless anyone He chooses and continue to endow these endlessly.

While the past events are being discussed, at the core is the story of Prophet
Adam™:, highlighting the enmity of Satan towards mankind. His very first
victim was Prophet Adam™° himself When Allah sent him to Jannah, He
directed him not to cat from a specific tree. However, Adam™® was beguiled
and forgot. To act by mistake because of forgetting is not the least a sin whilc
the Prophets™ are innocent. But even minor lapses by the near ones are taken
seriously. And, at that time, he had not been formally appointed a Prophet, for
there is no possibility of the slightest lapse in the execution of revealed
(Commands.

Section 7
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121.

122.

123

124.

125.

126,

127

to a tree of ctemity and a
dominion that ages not.

Then the twain ate of that tree;
so they beheld their nakedness,
and they took to stitching upon
themsclves with leaves of the

Garden. Thus did Adam disobey
his Rabb, and erred.

Thereafter his Rabb accepted
tim, and relented toward him
and guided him.

Allah said: get down you twain
here from together. Some of you
arc an cnemy to somec others.
Then if therc comes to you
guidance from Me, whocver
follows My guidance, shall
ncither go astray nor be
distressed. S

And whoever tums away from
My guidance, venly for him will
bec a shrunken livelihood, and
We shall raise him up sightless
on the Day of Judgment.

And he will say: Rabb! Why
have You raised me sightless
whereas [ have been able to see?

Allah will say: in a like way did
Our Signs come to you, and you
1ignored them, so you too shall be
ignored this day.

We thus requite him who
transgresses and does not believe
in the Signs of your Rabb; and
surcly the torment of the
Hereafter 1s most scvere and

most lasting.
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Venly therein are Signs for men
of reason.
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The relevant part of Prophet Adam’s™ story is revealed here. When the angels
were commanded to prostrate before him in respect=Iblis until then residing
amongst them - plainly refused, while all the angels obeyed. Details may be
seen in Stirah Al-Bagarah. Allah informed Prophet Adam™® that Iblis was an
encmy to him and his wife, so they must watch out lest his deception causes
their expulsion from Jannah They shall then be exposed to the problems of lifc
and he shall have to work hard for survival.

Hard Work is a Rule for Survival

“To work hard for acquiring the means of livelihood is typical to the life of this
world. So cvery individual must work in order to cam a lawful living. To hope
for affluence without toiling 1s absurd.

Husband is Responsible to Fulfil Wife's Four Basic Needs

Only Prophet ﬁdam""‘isa&dmssﬁmthmgurdtuﬂwhard work, while the
wamning of expulsion from Jannah was given to both the spouscs. The scholars
explain that this Ayah assigns the responsibility for the maintenance of wifc to
thclu:sbmd.Hc!sobhgedtowmkhardmmnlwmg,letmn
‘mamtenance” covers four basic needs as hinted here namely, eating, dninking,

clothing and lodging. So whoever is responsible for maintaining somebody will
have 1o attend to these basic needs. Anyone spending over and above this on

his wife or children will be considered as doing a favour. There is no concept of
hunger in Jannah as unlimited bounties shall always be available. Neither is
there worry for clothing nor any shortage of water to cause thirst nor of shelter
against adverse weather. Yet the Satan allured Prophet Adam™® by lying to him
about the forbidden tree. He said that its fruit facilitates eternal stay in Jannah
as well as the Divine Neamness, which he enjoyed. In another version, the Satan

swore upon Allah which moved Prophet Adam™* and the twain atc from the
forbidden tree.




Human Nature

Instantly they were stripped off the clothes of Jannah; and tried to cover up
their shame with large tree leaves. To conceal one'’s body is the human nature,
Nudity was against human temperament even before man's descent on carth.
The naked society of the West projects its deprivation from the basic human
traits. Though coveted by the majority today, yet it is a socicty which the West
has picked up from the animals.

Adam™ disobeyed the Divine Command and crred. Mark the words
“disobeyed™ and “erred” which speak of his high status as even minor slips by
the choscn oncs are taken a serious view of by Him. The scholars agree that no
one must utter these words for Prophet Adam™® except while reciting the
rclevant Qurdnic verses or the Hadith wherein mentioned. It 1s also forbidden to
associate the adjectives used by the Quriin with the Prophets™’, for instance, to
call Prophet Adam™ as ““Asi”, (disobedicnt) or Prophet Miisa™ as *Ajeer’
(cmployce) or Prophet Yiinus™ as ‘Zalim’ (transgressor). Thesc words must
ncver be used even for a deccased believer let alone the most exalted oncs
amongst mankind, the Prophets™®

When Prophet Adam™ was ushered into this world, Angel Jibril™® taught him
agniculture, cooking and weaving. He was forcwamned that the animosity
between Satan and mankind will continue forever; and so will Allah’s guidance
through His Prophets and His Books. Those who turn away from His guidance
and forget His Zikr will be subjected to twofold punishment. First of all their
hivelihood shall be straitened. This must not be assumed as financial or worldly
hardships as these are faced in the highest degree by the Prophets™ as well as
the Aulia”™ Yet it does not causc any anxicty to their Quliib in contrast to the
evil-doers wko despite being filthy rich are not spiritually satiated. Greed for
more keeps them restless. Most of them dic accumulating wealth throughout
hfe while strange diseases haunt them. The Quldb of Allah’s truly devoted
scrvants, on the other hand, remain illuminated and tranquil with Divine Lights
under all circumstances.

The second aspect of the punishment will be that the heedless of His Zikr shall
be resurrccted blind on the Day of Judgment. They will cry out at this ordeal
and argue with their Rabb that in the world they had enjoyed eyesight. They
will be told that He had sent so many of His Signs including His Prophets™
and His Scnptures but they failed to pay attention. Although the power to sce
was also meant to serve many worldly needs, yet its real purpose was to behold
thc Magnificence of Allah, which they forgot altogether. In turn, Allah has
forgoticn them and deprived them of their sight. To ‘forget” is contrary to His



Greatness. Therefore, wherever such words are used with reference to Him in
the Qurén, these will be interpreted to mean the conscquences of forgetting by
the transgressors and will not be taken literally.

Whoever exceeds the limits of faith and fails to believe in His Revelations will
be requited likewise. While this Ayah pertains to Barzakh or the Day of
Resurrection, there is an etemnal life beyond where the punishments shall be
severer and never ending.

Why can’t these infidels, vainglorious over their worldly afflucnce and
picasurcs, envisage the ruins they often pass by and the accounts of the doomed
nations inscribed on the leaflets of history” They had also possessed abundant
resources of life but were annihilated in punishment for their waywardness.
They were decimated in a way that nothing was spared, and surcly these
accounts carry a word of admonition for the wise.

Section 8

129, And had not a word gonc forth - . ron?®
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you, it is We Who provide you.
The happy end is for piety.
133, And they say: why does he not
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fellows of the even path and who @ S
has let himself be guided.
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Secrets of Revelation

And certainly these infidels would also have been instantly doomed had Allah,
by pre-derterming the time of death and resurrection, not given them the
respite. Until then they are free to amass worldly affluence, also a form of trial.
So the Holy Prophet™" must forbear the nonsense they utter and dedicate his
time in hallowing His Praise. Most of the Commentators interpret this as Salat
because the following Ayah mentions the timings. It lays down that Allah must
be worshipped before sunrise, during the day and after sunset Indeed. He
should be worshipped continuously as Allah’s Zikr is a safe fortress against
harassment by the encmy. And it is His Worship that provides the capacity to
be patient and tolcrant. His Zikr is not only a source of attaming His Ncamness
and the capacity to worship Him, but also leads to His Company in the

temporal affairs. So a believer is never alone, Allah being constantly with him
to help.

Besides, the afflucnce of the infidels musf not even be noticed. it being the
cause of their alienation from Allah. And the best of provisions is the onc given



by Him. In other words, when a believer eams livelihood in accordance with
the dictates of Islam, his efforts and his labour are counted as worship. And
whatcever he lawfully eams is considered a Divine Gift and is indeed the best of
provistons. It is not only a source of tranquillity in this world, but will also
attract Allah’s eternal favours in the Akhirah. So if a non believer is devoting
all his precious time in amassing wealth, it is a big headache for him. while a
belicver’s time spent in lawful camings is counted as Allah’s Worship. The
Holy Prophet™** must, therefore, prevail upon his family to worship Allah and
himself stand fast on it. Likewise, every believer must himself persevere on
Allah’s Worship and bring about an environment for the members of his
houschold to conform to it rather than himself becoming negligent. Allah docs
not expect human beings to create provisions, it is He Who provides. These
provisions are merely for sustenance of the physical body, while real affluence
is the one peculiar to Akhirah, which can only be acquired through picty, that
ts, His worship, Zikr and obedience.

These infidels still insist that they have not seen any evidence or substantial
Sign to become believers. Could there be a better evidence than the prophecics
given by their own Books regarding the raising of the Holy Prophet™™* and the
revelation of the Quran? Had they been decimated before it they would have
certainly complained why did the Munificent Allah not send a Prophet™® unto
them so that they could obey him and followed His Commandments to avert
this humiliation and ruin. But given this opportunity, their attitude towards
Divinc Favours is that of ingratitude. So the Holy Prophet™" must tell them
that every individual expects a certain outcome from each activity he
undertakes. Only time will tell who had been on the track of guidance and
success. In other words, if they do not accept Islam they must wait for the death
and resurrection, when the consequences will become manifest. This indeed is
the greatest of deprivations suffered because of the lack of contemplation and
fatlure to accept the faith. They will, of course, perceive the truth on the Day of
Reckoning but it would be too late and certanly of no avail, except adding to
their anguish and regret.
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