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Strah Al-Hijr
(THE ROCK)

This Siirah was revealed in Makkah. Dilating on the same subject as of
preceding Strah, it highlights the causes and genesis leading to people’s
deprivation from faith.

Section 1

In the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

1.

.ﬂlif, I.Lam. Ra. These are the
Ayat of a Book and a Quran
luminous.

Often would those who
disbelieved desire that they had
been Muslims.

Leave them you to eat and
enjoy, and let vain hopes divert
them; presently they will come
to know.

Not a town We have destroyed
but there was for it a decree
known,

No community can precede its
term nor can it fall behind.

And they say: O you to whom
the Admonition has been sent

down! Verily you are possessed;

Why do you not bring angels to
us if you are of the truth-tellers?

We send not down the angels
save with judgement; and then
they would not be respited.

':"#.'l:!'u"= F;L-_ :i
. P
© [N PN [ s

@ n.l'b-nL:-:ll__pK_; y.‘i——-g_ﬁlr;:pl:', &

.- .i’rﬁ.tr_;i}?'f:fj i Ap L:‘:.i_;;

© A
@F.;—::‘:’quf}‘ 502 ST
@-— », ..—...-,L:';L-":LJ -%. » __

g’iéjjﬂd,ﬁiﬁii[jﬁj
@ pesa ""—' A
u'uirl.ﬁ-L.uLL_,l

@uﬂ-&-ﬂlm



9. Verily We! It is We Who have
revealed the Admonition, and @
We are 1ts Guardians,

10. And assuredly We have sent b
Messengers before you among @
the sects of the ancients.

1. And not a Messenger came to e R -
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to mock.

12. Even so We make a way for it in @:m -1t ;l:d 1 5
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the hearts of the culprits.

13. They do not believe in it, and PR TP L Ve
already the example of the @“’:‘,‘.;y“:’“‘-"l""’fﬂﬂﬁﬁv
ancients has gone forth.

14. And if We opened upon them a ades oo s grcecs sl
door of the heaven, and they H-L'Lbﬁutﬁt:‘*ﬁ:b Loy
passed the day mounting thereto. 5 ;-;

15. They would surely say: our eyes I -K; it
have been dazzled; aye! We ba) }"' - ,L"'}‘__—-’bi_w
must have been enchanted. .::_ﬁ,‘i..:s pif&
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Secrets of Revelation

Alif, Lam, Ra are the Isolated Letters. It is not mandatory to know the
meanings, which are a secret between Allah and His Prophet™*". Mere recital
yields the requisite blessings. These are the Ayat of a Book thoroughly
complete and self-contained; the luminous Quran, a Book which gives the
ultimate information over each and every issue. It benefits its reader by
radiating Divine Refulgence. It is very clear and discusses all facts of life
explicitly.

A time is fast approaching when the results of beliefs and practices will be
announced. The non believers will then wistfully desire that they had
embraced Islam. In this life, they are deeply engrossed in eating, merry making
and pursuing tall desires. Their life style is the root cause of their
waywardness. All living beings need food for their survival. So a believer also



eats, avails the comforts of and plans his life. But the difference is that a non
believer makes these aspects the very goal of his life. He becomes so obsessed
with mundane pleasures that he becomes oblivious of the eternal life and the
Divine Favours he enjoys.

Given the light of faith, one takes his food in order to sustain his life and earns

and spends within the limits prescribed by Allah. A believer prefers to starve
rather than eating a morsel of forbidden food. Whereas a non believer simply
looks for good food. He is not pushed whether it is permissible or forbidden.
A believer also benefits from the necessary amenities of life like fine clothing
and a comfortable living but within the perimeters of His obedience. Even if
he has to renounce these, he does so without relinquishing Allah’s obedience.
On the contrary, a non believer can die for mundane pleasures. When a
believer plans for the fulfilment of his needs, whether personal, familial or
national, his planning is based on obedience. In other words, his first priority
is Allah’s obedience and not the satisfaction of needs. A non believer,
unmindful to the Magnificence of Allah, is merely concerned with his
comforts. Hence any person who relishes his food regardless of whether it is
forbidden or permissible; and lives only for pleasure without the slightest

concern of Allah’s Commands is indeed a captive of his “vain hopes”. This
term refers to the planning for availing temporal pleasures and fulfilling
sensual desires. The faith of such a person is in jeopardy. If we take a look at
our society today, it is the same disease that is taking us away from Din and is
pushing the non believing societies deeper into the quagmire of infidelity. But
for how long are they going to enjoy this life? This world is running
accordance to a predetermined plan and every settlement or community is
given a term of respite. If it mends its ways within that period, it is well and
good, otherwise it is perished. Many a settlements have met such ill fate
before, at the hour appointed for them. So these infidels will also meet their
natural end, as no nation or community can advance or delay the respite Allah
has predetermined for it.

The temporal pleasures have blinded these infidels so much that when they
hear the Divine Ayat Commanding obedience to Him against their desires,
and warning that these comforts are not the aim of life and have to be confined
to the perimeters of the limits set by Allah, they find such Quranic Injunctions
against logic and resort to blasphemy. They tell the Holy Prophet®*" that if
this was the Qurin revealed unto him, (Allah forbid) he was insane. Religion,
to the infidels, is a source of earning worldly benefits. That is why all their
rituals promise some material or sensual gains in return. How can they



conceive the philosophy of renouncing worldly pleasures over eternal
welfare? They argue with the Holy Prophet®*" that if an angel brought the
Divine Message to him, they would like to meet that angel to verify his
Prophethood.

Conversation with Angels

The infidels fail to appreciate that the Prophetic light and a certain level of
purity of the Qalb as well as the soul are the prerequisites of conversing with
the angels. Prophethood is a prerequisite for receiving Divine Revelations, but
the Qultb enlightened by the Prophetic light can also speak to the angels. This
excellence is found in the Aulia® and was witnessed on many occasions during
the Holy Prophet’s™*¥ era, when different Companions™*" conversed with the
angels at different times. However, this level of excellence is not attained
merely by embracing faith, but after the due process of Tazkiyah has taken
place. And when the angels will finally descend, everyone will be able to see
and speak to them and the respite would have ended. The world will come to
an end and each individual will be justly requited. The term for actions will
have ended. So these infidels must realise that when they get the testimony
from the angels, it will be too late. They also assert that the Message the Holy
Prophet™" preaches is only accepted by a handful of unlettered people, and it
will become a bygone tale with the passage of time. Allah declares: *Verily, it
is We Who have revealed the Quran and it is We Who are its Guardians.”

Miracle of the Quran

It is also a great miracle of the Quran that it exists in its pristine form todate
without the addition or omission of a single dot, and will Insha Allah always
remain so. Although the Jews founded a sect which claims that the Quran was
altered by the Companions™*", yet their allegation is self contradictory. Could
it be that the Divine Message revealed to Allah’s Prophet™*" was corrupted,
while the one edited by the Companions™" remained unchanged over the past
fifteen centuries and no one could distort it? This is indeed illogical and
amounts to denial of Allah’s Protection attending it. It is a part of the faith to
believe in the Quran as the one originally revealed to the Holy Prophet™". To
believe that it has been mutilated is infidelity and a person holding such a
belief is a downright disbeliever. Allah, the Munificent, has guaranteed its
protection, and has even preserved it deep within the Quliib of the believers.
Those who have memorized the Qurin are the soldiers of Allah appointed by
Him for its protection.



Allah’s Protection also Promised to Hadith

The meanings and the interpretation of the Quran form its integral part. It was
revealed to reform and guide the entire mankind. A Mentor™"" was sent
whose assignment was to teach the Quranic text and explain its meanings.
These explanations by him are termed as Ahadith which also enjoy Divine
Protection. Is 1t not a miracle of this Protection that the infidels have
incessantly indulged in either fabricating Ahadith or misinterpreting them., but

Allah raised such erudites who filtered out falsehood from the truth. Till this
day, the Ahadith shine as brilliant stars on the horizon of guidance, in their
pristine form. For the protection and identification of Ahadith, the Muslims
have compiled more or less seventeen branches of learning to sift the truth
from falsehood. Of these branches of knowledge, ‘Asma-ar-Rijal’
(Encyclopaedia of the Reporters) alone is so amazing. It reveals the entire life
history of each and every reporter of a Hadith. The opinion that the Ahadith
have been compiled in the third and fourth century A.H and as such cannot be
relied upon, stems out of ignorance. The Ahadith had been duly reduced to
writing during the Holy Prophet’s®*" era and even if the books were compiled
later, these meticulously comprise the sayings of the Holy Prophet™**. Denial
of Hadith is indeed the denial of the Qurén.

There is nothing unbelievable about this Book. Allah had sent His
Messengers before unto different groups. The Quran has used the term
“Sh'iah" (faction) for such a group which is actually misguided, but insists on
proving itself to be on the right path. The infidels mocked at Allah and His
Messengers™, objecting that they imposed restrictions on the ways of earning
wealth, classified food as permissible and forbidden, and advised them to
abandon the tangible pleasures in hope of a world beyond their perception.

This state of Qalb, whereby invitation towards Allah looks like a joke, is a
punishment itself which overwhelms the hearts of the infidels. It is because of
their sins and denial that their Quliib are condemned to a condition whereby
they mock over the sayings of Allah’s Messengers™. Such people are never
blessed with faith as a rule, applied to all preceding nations. People who mock
at Allah’s Commands become so indifferent to guidance that even if the
gateway to the sky is opened up for them to pass frequently, they will still not
believe. They will term such an excursion as an act of sorcery, and a spell on
their vision making them hallucinate. This clearly establishes that the
acceptance of faith depends solely on the states of the Qalb. It is indeed an
irony that the Muslims society, in general, has become heedless of this aspect.
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17.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

- water from the heaven, and We

Section 2

And assuredly We have set
constellations in the heaven and
made it fairseeming to the
onlookers.

And We have guarded it from
every Satan damned.

Save him who steals the hearing,

and him pursues a flame
gleaming.
And the earth! We have

stretched it out and have cast on
it firm mountains, and We have
caused to spring up on it
everything weighable.

And We have appointed on it
your means of living and also
for those of whom you are not
the providers.

And there is nothing of which
there are not with Us the
treasurers, and We do not send it
down save in a known measure.

And We send the winds
fertilizing, then We send down

give it to you to drink, and of it
you could not be the treasurers.

And verily We! We it is Who
give life and death, and We shall
be the survivors.

And assuredly We know those
of you who have gone before
and those who will come
hereafter.

e i i o

Cocc 2 PP TAs
VESY Sy *L-—J‘di—hb-uh

@ L,l:'-.‘\fi,.w»’

Eah e \gs ity i NG
@wr;..rf..r-‘-r-

P PANCA LS A iy

- .--;:j
@‘rj}*":-
e Y

d ﬂL*Jﬂ\f‘-‘-l-“'qlﬁ;J;ﬁl;
o PREIRY]

o gt 2

A s
@w gy | oyt s

J“jl‘-"’""’

@ SYS5) T:FE;:--J 3 < P O 'ul_,

Iil"_._'-.l J‘J-‘..J#

= v

" i



25. And verily your Rabb! He will Sz 325pspee s “Tiz
gather them and verily He is the @F:.‘.“ S 0| b Lt AL, 0|
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah’s Omnipotence is so evident that it can be witnessed even without
actually ascending to the heavens. After all it is He Wheo has decorated the
heavens with stars and planets, making it a delightful sight for the viewers.
Besides many other benefits, the task of protecting the heavens is also
assigned to these stars, The process of disintegration, the heat and light, and
their various effects drive the Satans away from the heavens, and do not
permit anyone to go beyond a certain limit in the space. And if anyone of them
sneaks Into the space to get a wind of what is going on, he is attacked with a
luminous flame which either destroys him or forces him to make away in
bewilderment,

Shooting Star

After being expelled from the heavens, Iblis no longer enjoyed any access
there. But he and his progeny managed to travel to the farther end in space
near the heavens. They would pick bits of information by sneaking in on the
angels, add some falsehood to it and relay it to the sorcerers and soothsayers,
whose business flourished. This went on until the raising of the Holy Prophet*'¥,
when these Satanic adventures were banned. It also adversely affected the
business of the magicians, thus a major source of the spread of infidelity was
curbed, indeed another great blessing of the Holy Prophet®*. After his
advent, the Satans were deterred from such excursions by the shooting stars.
As for the scientific explanation that certain gases in the space get ignited or
any part of a star or a planet breaks away as a routine phenomena is correct in
its own way. According to the scholars the shooting stars had existed even
before the raising of the Holy Prophet™*". However, these were later also
employed for driving away the Satans.

It is Allah Who spread the earth and placed gigantic mountains on it. He
created a variety of growth in a perfectly balanced quantity. This perfection
and precision can be witnessed in the shape, size, colour and taste of things,
designed to fulfil human needs comprehensively. Compare the height and
texture of the trees whose wood is used for construction, to those yielding
firewood and appreciate the difference. Similarly among fruits, the larger ones



in size grow on creepers and vines lying on the ground, while the smaller ones
grow up on trees. A stalk of wheat and a cob of cormn each grow with their
individual characteristics. Everything grows in perfect measure, as determined
by His Wisdom. Neither are these in such abundance as to putrefy and leave
the atmosphere stinking. In short, everything, in every aspect, has been created
in the most balanced manner. Allah also created the resources of acquiring
these blessings and the means of livelihood. Human beings eam their living by
utilizing these resources made available by nature. These do not rain on every
rooftop or in the courtyard just like that. Rather, man has to earn them. It is
amazing how Allah caters for the sustenance of mnumerable creatures, for
which man is not responsible. In short, with Allah lie the inexhaustible
treasures of everything but these are sent down in the world in a quantity
decreed and pre-determined by Him. The water system itself is a wonder and
a masterpiece of His Omnipotence, He has made the ocean waters brackish
and bitter. Although it remains fresh itself; yet destroys the filth and impurities
flowing into it. Had these ocean waters been sweet, the stink would have made
life impossible on earth. Then He made these oceans the source of life on
land. The sun evaporates the water into clouds which are carried by the winds,
and wherever needed the water poured down as rain, by Allah’s Command. Of
course, it was not within human power to have stored enough water for all
their needs, while a daily rainfall for acquiring fresh water would have made
life miserable. So Allah made a perfect arrangement by storing the water in
the form of snow on the peaks of mountains, At such altitude it remains
unpolluted and pure. And when it is needed the snow melts into rivers. The
water also percolates into the soil to gush out in the form of springs and
riverlets, satiating not only human beings and animals but also vegetation. Are
these not symbols of His Magnificence?

Certainly the entire system of the universe Is a witness to His Omnipotence. It
is He Who gives life and causes death, and Himself survives as the Owner of
everything. Moreover, He Who is Aware of each and every particle and drop
is certainly also well Aware of those who excel in piety, and those who lag
behind. And He will gather everyone on the Day of Judgment. He is the
Wisest and All Knowing and will grade each individual according to his
conduct.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32,

34,

35.

"created from ringing clay of

Section 3

And assuredly We have created
human being from ringing clay
of loam moulded.

And the Jinn, We had created
them afore of the fire of the
scorching wind.

And recall when your Rabb said
to the angels: 1 am about to

create a man from ringing clay
of loam moulded.

Then when I have formed him
and breathed into him of My

Spirit, fall down unto him
prostrate.
So the angels prostrated

themselves, all of them together.

But Iblis did not; he refused to
be with the prostrate.

Allah said: O Iblis! How is it
that you are not with the
prostrate?

He said: it was not for me that |
should prostrate myself before a
human being whom You have

loam moulded.

Allah said: then get you forth
herefrom, verily you are one
damned.

And on you shall be the curse of
all on the Day of Judgment.
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36.

37.

38.
39.

40.

41.

42.

43,

He said: Rabb! Respite me then
till the Day on which people will
be raised up.

Allah said: well, then you are of
the respited.

Till the Day of the Time Known.

He said: Rabb! Because You
have led me to err I will surely
make things alluring to them on
the earth, and [ will surely
seduce them all.

But not such of them as are
Your sincere bondmen.

Allah said: this is the path
leading to Me straight.

Verily as for My bondmen, no
authority shall you have over
them, except over erring ones
who follow you.

And verily Hell is the place
promised to them all.

To it are seven portals; to each
portal is a portion of them
assigned.
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Secrets of Revelation

Jinn Preceded Man in Creation

Prior to the creation of man Allah had created Jinn from a flame of fire, that
is, the heat of fire in the form of hot air. The fire becomes visible only when it
combines with dense elements. Otherwise it is very subtle. The Jinn were
created from fire, hence they cannot be seen. And the earth was inhabited by
them before the creation of mankind.



Then there was a time when Allah informed the angels that He was going to
create a human being out of ringing clay of loam moulded. And when its
structure is complete He would breathe into it of His Rh, whence the angels
must do Sajdah to him.

Riih and its Blowing in

The scholars have extensively discussed the reality of the Ruh; giving
thousands of arguments about whether it is a subtle being or is an incorporeal
substance. According to the author of Mu‘drif-al-Qurin, majority of the
scholars agree that it is a subtle being, and this indeed is the truth. The theory
of incorporeal substance is presented by philosophers and has been accepted
by some Sifis also. Yet the most excellent research on this topic has been
rendered by Qazi Thana Ullah Panipati®™*, the illustrious author of Tafsir-e-
Mazhari. He writes that the Rih is of two kinds, Alvi (celestial) and the Sifli

(inferior). The former is a creation of Allah, pure of any matter, The
comprehension of its quintessence is beyond human understanding. Those
who have been blessed with Kashf cite its origin to be the ‘Arsh, as it is
subtler than the ‘Arsh itself. And it is felt in five levels consecutively, that is,
Qalb, Riih, Sirr, Khaffi and Akhfa. These are the Lataif of ‘Alam-e-Amr and
according to Quran, “Rah is from the Amr of my Rabb”.

A further explanation seems appropriate here. In fact there are nine ‘Uriish
whose expanse is beyond human understanding. The earth, the space and the
seven heavens put together, when compared with the first *Arsh appear as if a
ring lying in a vast desert. When human knowledge cannot grasp the volume
of the stars and heavenly bodies and the distance between the earth and the
heavens, how can it assess the magnanimity of the ‘Arsh? And the second
‘Arsh 1s far greater than the first; the third bigger than the second in the same
way, until the farthest end of the ninth *Arsh marks the end of *‘Alam-e-Khalg
and the.beginning of  ‘Alam-e-Amr. No matter or material body exists there
because ‘Alam-e-Khalq has ended. The first Circle of ‘Alam-e-Amr itself is so
vast that compared to it, the nine ‘UrGish including all that lies within them
appear to be a ring lying in a desert. These Circles are forty-two in number,.
each vaster than the former in the aforesaid proportion, beyond which lie the
Veils of Divinity. It is from this ‘Alam-e-Amr that the Rih is commanded to
enter into the human body (after 120 days in the womb) to make it alive. It
enters directly into the heart which comes to life first, and then the remaining
Latdif are enlightened.

According to Qazi Thana Ullah Panipati™* the inferior Riih comprises the
subtle vapour produced by the combination of the four elements i.e. fire, clay,



air and water and their interaction with the warmth of Riih after it is blown in.
This subtle vapour penetrates through each and every vein and vessel of the
human body and it is this perpetration which is alluded to as the breathing or
blowing in of the Rth. This inferior Rk is responsible for arousing desires
and physical needs as well as the sense of their fulfilment. If the celestial Riih
dominates, a person observes the limits set by Allah while fulfilling his needs.
As a result it gains more strength and its ties with ‘Alam-e-Amr continue to
grow stronger. However, if the inferior Rih also termed us Nafs (soul)
becomes dominant in a person, he simply follows his fancies, which plunge
him into the darkness of sin. Then the splendour of the celestial Rih reflecting
upon the inferior one honouring it to. be human begins to fade away and
eventually gives way to infidelity. That is why the Quran compares the non
believers with animals who have inferior RGh only, having nothing in common
with the extremely subtle splendour from ‘Alam-e-Amr called the celestial
Riih. This is why the non believers will not even be given a human face in the
Akhirah, and will scream and howl like animals in the Hell. When the
Prophets™ are raised, it is the celestial Rih of the people which they
revitalize. And a single glance of a Prophet™ elevates the believers to the
status of Companionship, the highest state of enlightenment of the celestial
Rih. It is for this revitalization that the company of an accomplished Shaikh is
needed. Otherwise the inferior Ruh, that is, soul carries on its functions in
routine.

The celestial Riih is an extremely subtle entity, created purely out of Rabb’s
Command free from any matter. This is why it has the capability to withstand
His Splendour, an honour singularly enjoyed by human beings. Qazi Thana
Ullah Panipati™" further elaborates that sire clay is the dominant element in
a human body, it is referred to as created of clay, whereas in reality a human
being comprises ten elements. Of these, five belong to ‘Alam-e-Khalg,
namely, clay, fire, air, water and the subtle vapour produced by the interaction
thereof, that is, the inferior Rih or Nafs. The other five belong to ‘Alam-e-
Amr namely, Qalb, Riih, Sirr, Khaffi and Akhfa. It is because of this
combination that man can withstand the Divine Lights of cognition and is
capable of feeling a passionate love for Him, resulting in the subtle attainment
of His Company. It is because of this human excellence that the angels were
commanded to bow down before him. Allah knows the best!

Iblis

So all the angels did Sajdah to Adam™ save Iblis who refused. Although he
was a Jinn yet had been admitted to the ranks of angels due to his extensive



worship. Thus he was present at the time when Sajdah was Commanded and it
also applied to him but he refused to bow down. Allah asked him the reason
for his behaviour. He said that he was not an ordinary being who would
prostrate before a man made out of loam and moulded clay. Iblis was
therefore, condemned and expelled, and also deprived of Divine Mercy till the
Day of Judgment, in fact eternally, as after that there is no hope of any
improvement. A very important fact has been established here. Just as [blis
had worked hard on worships keeping his own superiority in mind and had
managed to get into the ranks of the angels, a seeker can also cover the
stations of the Suliik in the company of a Shaikh, while harbouring in his heart
a desire to gain personal fame. And as the Satan was ultimately exposed and
damned, so will such a seeker be deprived of all that he had earmned and will
die as a loser.

Having been condemned, Iblis pleaded for a respite until the Day of
Resurrection when the dead will be raised, so that he could encounter man and
mislead him. He was granted respite until a time pre-ordained, that is, until the
Day of Judgment when he too shall die. Instead of acknowledging his mistake,
he blamed Allah for misleading him out of arrogance and waywardness and
vowed to seduce man by making evil very attractive. However, he confessed
his inability to mislead Allah’s chosen bondsmen as they will not fall for his
tricks and will not be allured. The possibility of human error exists but Allah’s
bondsmen do not persist on it, rather, they seek His Mercy through
repentance. Allah said: It is this sincerity and dedication for the attainment of
My Pleasure which is the straight path leading to Me. And certainly you will
fail to allure My chosen people; for you will be able to seduce only those who
will abandon My Path to obey you. All such followers of yours will be
condemned to Hell, which has seven portals or grades, and everyone of them
will be graded according to the gravity of his misdeeds.

Section 4
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39,

There shall touch them no toil
nor shall they be ever driven
forth from there.

Declare you to me bondsmen:
verily I! I am the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

And verily My torment! That is
the torment afflictive!

And you tell them of Ibrahim’s
guests.

When they entered unto him,
and said: peace! He said: we are
afraid of you.

They said: do not be afraid; we
bear you the glad tidings of a
boy knowing.

He said: do you bear me the glad
tidings when old age has
touched me? Of what then you
give me the glad tidings?

They said: we bear you the glad

tidings of a truth; do not be you
of the desponding.

He said: and who desponds of

Mercy of his Rabb except the
astray”?

He said: what is your errand, O
sent ones?

They said: verily we have been
sent to a people guilty.

All except the household of Lit;

surely we are going to deliver all
of them.
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Secrets of Revelation

Those who fear Allah and live in His obedience will be admitted into a land
of gardens and springs. It is a place wherein the admission itself ensures peace
in every sense of the word. Indeed they will be greeted with these words:
Enter therein, in peace and security. And if there had ever been any discord
amongst them, its rancour or resentment will be washed away from their
hearts at the time of admission to Jannah.

Temperament does not Change in Barzakh

The human temperament remains unchanged after death, and so does his
knowledge. Hence the feelings of love or resentment are retained together
with the memory of the events that had caused them. But all unpleasant
feelings will be erased upon admission to Jannah as they are also a kind of
grief. And Jannah is a place of tranquillity and peace to which grief has no
access. The residents of Jannah will enjoy each other’s company in an
atmosphere of ideal brotherhood, seated on couches facing one another. This
bliss will bé everlasting and their stay in Jannah permanent. The Holy Prophet™*"
must inform the servants of Allah that attainment of the aforesaid blessings Is
not very difficult as Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. They must repent to seek
forgiveness, and obey to be showered with His Mercy and Rewards. He must
also make it clear that whoever opts for disobedience must beware that

Allah’s punishment is indeed very afflictive.
SAW

As a glimpse of it, the Holy Prophet™" may recount to them the story of the
angels who had called on Prophet Ibrahim™® as guests in human form. And
when he offered them food, they did not eat anything. Prophet Ibrahim™> was
alarmed, as it was traditional for the Arabs not to eat in their enemy’s house.
When he expressed his anxiety, the guests disclosed that their behaviour was
not out of any hostility but for the simple reason that they were angels sent by
Allah to give him the glad tidings of a noble son blessed with knowledge.
Amazed, he argued that because of his old age such a tiding seemed untimely.

The angels said that they had conveyed to him the truth as commanded by the
Munificent Rabb. And there was no reason for him to despair as Allah is



Omnipotent in everyway. Undoubtedly, said Prophet Ibrahim™, only
misguided people can show despondency towards His Mercy. On enquiry
whether that was the only purpose of their visit, the angels disclosed that they
had been assigned to destroy a vicious nation, the People of Prophet Lat™,
sparing only his followers. They would remain safe even amidst the visitation.
But Prophet Lut's™ wife was not to be spared as despite practically living her
life with the Pmphet"“, she was inclined towards the non believers in her
beliefs. So she had to suffer with them.

The Basis of Salvation

This proves that salvation is based on the beliefs held by a person. If these are
foul, no worldly relationship, no matter how close, can be of any help.
However, if one enjoys sound beliefs and is also related to pious people, it is
for sure a twofold blessing.

Section 5
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And there came the people of
the city rejoicing.

He said: verily these are my
guests, so humiliate me not.

And fear Allah, and disgrace me
not.

They said: had we not forbidden
you against the outside world?

He said: these are my daughters,
if act you must.

By vyour life, in their
intoxication; they were
wandering bewildered.

Then the shout took hold of
them at the sunrise.

And We made the upside
thereof downwards, and We
rained on them stones of baked
clay.

Verily in that are Signs for men
of sagacity.

And verily they are on a path
way lasting.

Verily in that is a Sign for the
believers.

And the dwellers of the wood
surely were wrongdoers.

So We took vengeance on them.
And verily both are on a high
road open.
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Secrets of Revelation

When the angels, guised as handsome young lads, arrived at Prophet Lit’s™
house, his followers were very apprehensive. His people were habitual
sodomites and it was natural for Prophet Lut™ and his disciples to be alarmed
for the safety of their innocent guests. They feared that once people
discovered them, they would storm the house, molest the guests and the vile
act of Allah’s disobedience would initiate from his very house. This would be
very humiliating for a Prophet’s™ household. As expected, people rushed to
his house and demanded that the boys be handed over to them. Later, the
angels, disclosed their identity to Prophet Liit™ and conveyed to him Allah’s
Message.

The Reality of Kashf

This incident also highlights the reality of Kashf, in that Allah may unveil
facts whenever and however it pleases Him. Even the Prophets™ cannot
know unless He allows them to. In the aforesaid events neither Prophet
[brahim™® nor Prophet Lut™® discovered the real identity of the angels. Rather,
they got so apprehensive that the angels themselves disclosed their identity. So

Kashf 1s a means of Knowledge from Allah and not the Knowledge of the
Unseen, which is only a Divine Attribute,

The angels confided to Prophet Lut™ that they had been sent in the guise of
young boys as a trial giving his people a final chance. Even if they obey him
now, they would be spared. The time had come to resolve the matter over
which they had constantly argued with him, and in fact the angels had come to
execute Allah’s Command. They asked #im to leave the city alongwith his
followers late in the night for a destination ordaiped. According to the
Commentators, it was Syria. He was instructed to walk at the tail end to ensure
that no one was left behind. Moreover, nobody was to tum back to see the fate
of the wrongdoers, as Allah had decreed their destruction by dawn.

The account now turns back to the beginning of this story, when the angels
arrived at Prophet Liit’s™ house as handsome young boys. As soon as his
people got a wind of it, they rushed to his house dancing and rejoicing over
the news. Aware of their intentions, he vehemently appealed to them to spare
his guests, as their dishonouring would cause him great embarrassment. They
must fear Allah and His Wrath, he said, and not disgrace him. They not only
intended to sin, but were also going to bring humiliation to Allah’s Prophet™,
indeed a crime grave enough to invoke instant doom. However, they did not



pay any heed to his words of advice. On the contrary, they impudently
remarked why was he acting as the caretaker of the entire world whereas he had
already been cautioned not to interfere in their affairs. Prophet Lot™, referring
to their women said that they were like his daughters, their legally wedded
wives, and that they should satisfy their sexual urge with them lawfully.

A Unique Evidence of Holy Prophet’s**" Greatness

“By your life” Praise be to Allah! He is swearing upon the noble life of the
Holy Prophet™*". This brings out the fact that his entire life whether prior to

or after raising is a unique example of obedience and devotion to Allah, as
well as a constant endeavour in the pursuit of His Pleasure. The like of it can
neither be found in any of the exalted angels, nor in any other Messenger™ or
Prophet™, for Allah has not sworn over the life of anyone of them. Swearing
upon something means that it will be presented as witness over the matter
being discussed. That 1s why it is not permissible for human beings to swear
upon anyone save Allah, Despite that, when Allah desires to present
something as evidence He Swears upon it, just as He has presented here the
noble life of the Holy Prophet™" as witness to highlight what indeed is the
path of guidance, and how distant are the infidels from that path.

The People of Prophet Lat™ who were rejoicing in their ignorance, heedless
to any word of advice, were taken by an awful cry at sunrise; a blast loud
enough to tear their livers apart. But this was not all; the piece of land
inhabited by them was overtumed. The heavens pelted stones on them. In
short, an awful cry which left them confounded was followed by a downpour
of stones from the heavens and finally the land was overturned. Indeed, there
are many Signs in this anecdote for those who reflect. The places where they
lived testify to this destruction todate. It is located in Jordan on the main
highway between Saudi Arabia and Syria. A large tract of land, far below the
sea level, holds a pool of blackish water. No traces of life can be seen in it. It
does not even host a frog or a coral, and is rightly called as the ‘Dead. Sea’.
Latest researchers have concluded that the oil content in this sea far exceed its
water content, making any aquatic life impossible. It also provides evidence to
the fact that the land was uprooted from such a depth that oil surfaced, which
is normally struck after digging thousands of feet into the sea.

Warning Signs

These places are signs of admonition only for those who believe. That is why
whenever the Holy Prophet™*" passed by such a place he would lower his
head and increase his pace in awe. Sadly enough, today such ruins have



become places of recreation and have hotels housing tourists, for instance,
Mohenjodaro and Taxila in our country. These sites ought to have been drawn
a lesson from. But thev have been developed as tourist spots instead.
Similarly, the “People of the Wood™ were also evildoers, unto whom Prophet
Shu‘aib™ was sent. They too were hit by His Vengeance and punished for
what they did. The ruins of their settlement are also located on a motorway
between the Hijaz Valley and Svria.

Section 6
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over them: and lower vyour
wings to the believers.

And say you: verily I! | am a
plain warner.

Even as We have sent down on
the dividers.

Those who made the Scripture
bits.

By your Rabb! We will
question them all.

For what they have been doing.

Promulgate you what vou are
Commanded, and turn away
from the associators.

Verily We will suffice you
against the mockers.

Who set up along with Allah
another god: presently they shall
know.

And assuredly We know that
vou straiien your breast by what
they say.

So hallow you the praise of your
Rabb, and be you of those doing
Sajdah.

And worship you your Rabb
until there comes to vou the
Certainty.
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Secrets of Revelation

The dwellers of Al-Hijr known as the Thamid also refuted the Messengers™
of Allah, who had been blessed with clear miracles. The Thamiid did not pay



any attention to the words of wisdom and their vision remained restricted to
worldly means. They hewed houses out of huge mountains, hoping these
strongholds will provide them protection and safety. Yet they too were
overtaken by an awful cry at dawn. All the material means they were relying
on for their protection were gone with the wind. This universe and its entire
system has been created with wisdom, and according to a deliberate plan. No
matter how infallible human endeavours and measures may apparently seem,
it is His Law that evil always begets punishment and invokes destruction. The
only route to peace and salvation is through His obedience. And the Day of
Judgment will most certainly be, to properly requite the wrongdoers, because
the worldly punmishment is only the milder aftermath of sin, So the Holy
Prophet™>*" must gracefully bear with the crimes of the infidels.

One must bear with Unpleasant Situations while Preaching

The aforesaid Command to the Holy Prophet™" explains the way to

propagate the faith. It highlights the importance of facing unpleasant situations
with tolerance and grace. A person engaged in the service of faith must never
act emotionally but remain cool and composed. The Holy Prophet™*" is being
reassured that his Rabb is the Creator of everything and Aware of everyone’s

actions and thoughts. .
The Distinction of Stirah Al-Fatihah

And We have blessed you with seven Ayat which speak on the greatness of
the entire Quran and are repeated in every cycle of Salat. According to the
Commentators all the basic principles of Islam have been embedded in this
Stirah. The Quran elaborates and the Ahadith interpret the same very
principles. Besides, no other nation before was blessed with such a
comprehensive prayer. If only the Muslims could recite.this Strah alone, with
sincerity! But unfortunately majority of them are unacquainted even with its
literal meanings.

The Holy Prophet®*" is being instructed to ignore the fact that some amongst
the infidels and polytheists possess wealth and other worldly resources. He
must not grieve at their affluence, for the preceding condemned nations were
also rich in material resources. Yet these were of no avail to them except for a
while. Nor should he grieve by thinking thgt had these people not been
affluent, they might have embraced Islam. Certainly not! For they are evil by
character. Even if they were to be broke, their nature would still be the same.
So the Holy Prophet®" must focus all his gracious attention on those who
have embraced Islam.



Faith itself is a Blessing

What a blessing indeed that the gracious attention of the Holy Prophet™*"¥ is

being diverted to the believers. He, who already is the Mercy for the whole of
mankind in general, the intensity of his grace upon the believers after this
Divine Command, may well be imagined. He is being asked to declare that he
is a warner manifest against the punishments of Allah. Prior to this, Islam was
being propagated secretly. Now that Allah had Commanded to overtly
proclaim the Message, he and his Companions™" went all out with their
campaign. He was also advised to wam the people against calamities befalling
the nations guilty of fragmenting the Divine Scriptures in the past. This they
had done by accepting what pleased them and rejecting what went against
their inclinations. By the Rabb of the Holy Prophet™*", it is the dictate of His
Providence that each individual shall be held accountable for all his deeds. It
is the perfection of His Providence that every seed bears a fruit and every act
produces a result, an evidence to the fact that the results borne by deeds will
certainly be brought out in due time. So the Holy Prophet®*" must convey
explicitly what has been revealed unto him. He must not pay any heed to the
polytheists nor bother about their mockery, for Allah Alone is sufficient to
take them to task. Those who mock him and ascribe partners 1o Allah shall
soon meet their end for He Knows that as a human being, the Holy Prophet™*"
is saddened by what the infidels say. However, there is a remedy for it.

Zikr is a Remedy for Apprehensions

The Holy Prophet™" must glorify his Rabb and remember Him. He must
exert in worshipping Allah and must continue until his worldly life comes to
an end. The real cure to the hurt caused by the hostility of enemies is Allah’s
Zikr, which also facilitates the acquisition of higher levels in worship and
keeps one’s attention focused on Allah completely.
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