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Surah Ibrahim

Siirah Ibrahim is also a Makkan Strah. The hallmark of all Makkan Stirahs is
the lavish evidence they present of the authenticity of the Prophethood and the
Unity of Allah. The Madni Strahs are comparatively richer in terms of
injunctions. This Strah presents the story of Prophet Ibrahim™ as evidence

Stirah 14 Ibrahim

and is thus named after him.

In the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.
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Secrets of Revelation

The Magnificent Book

Allah has revealed a magnificent Book unto the Holy Prophet®"" so that he
may with His Permission lead mankind out of the darkness into the light.

First of all it highlights its own magnificence as Allah’s Own Word and a
perfect example of the proverb that the word of Kings is also the King of
words. From the literary point of view its excellence is such that no one ever
dared to compose a single phrase that could match it. It provides guidance
over each and every aspect of human life and is workable for the entire
mankind simultaneously. It is the Final Word for all times, over all issues, be it
politics, economics, administration, moral values, rules of war and peace,
pursuit of knowledge or scientific research, the relationship between human
beings or between man and his Creator. The Qurdn is indeed a complete guide
on all issues for all times to come.

The Exaltation of Prophethood

It also establishes the magnificence of Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™*
unto whom was revealed this superb and unique Book. It is also his
prerogative to explain its meaning and to illuminate the hearts of people by its



blessings and wipe away the darkness of evil and disbelief by the light of
Allah’s Cognition. Just as only the Holy Prophet®** receives the Revelation, it
only befits his exalted status to understand it. So only that interpretation of the
Qurén will be valid which he taught to the Companions™*", they practised
before him and which he approved of. And thus, they became the custodians
of this Divine Message which they devotedly conveyed to the entire mankind.

Even today, an}' interpretation of the Qurdn that contradicts the practice of the
Companions™ will not be considered valid. Raﬂter such an effort will
tantamount to interpolation in Din.

The Qurin has been revealed for the very purpose that people recite,
understand, and practise it. It is not merely a Book of incantations, but a
Message of life. It is not only to be read by the side of a patient to alleviate his
agony, or 1o ease the difficult moment of death or for the forgiveness of the
dead, but the real aim is to understand and practise it.

Effects of Recitation of Quran

The Qurdn contains within itself a light which can be acquired just by
recitation. Even if the reader is unaware of its meanings, continuous recitation
generates a light in the heart which inclines him towards piety, and repels sin.
But this is only possible if the Quran is learnt the way it has been taught by the
Holy Prophet™**.

Allah’s Providence has blessed us with a physical entity, and has, in order to
provide for it, created an extensive system. The sun, moon, stars, clouds, rain,
air, mountains, valleys, plains, deserts, oceans, rivers and the unlimited variety
of creation; the fruits, flowers, vegetables and all kinds of food, the alternation
of day and night, the weather changes, are all sources of fulfilling the bodily
needs of human beings. Then there is the Realm of Angels, a vast invisible
world, assigned the management of the affairs of this universe, as predestined
by Allah. These affairs include a wide range of activities from birth to death,
provisions, health, sickness etc.

A human being also has a Rith, which in fact deserves to be called the real
human being. The physical body may well be called a robe, or a carriage, or an
instrument for the Rih to stay and function in this world. The human Rih
originates from the ‘Alam-e-Amr which begins where the ‘Alam-e-Khalg
ends. Amr (the Command) is a Divine Attribute and only Allah knows about
its relationship or link with Him. However, He has told us that the Rih is by
His Command. It would not have befitted the Magnificent Provider, Who has
created such an extensive network of provisions for the physical body, had he



ignored the Rith, leaving it without any nourishment and care. Even logically
it seems impossible that the inferior be so meticulously provided for and the
superior be ignored.

So the Mighty Provider catered for all the spiritual needs by revealing His
Book. In this world of matter, all actions of the human body impact the Riih.
So Allah issued such regulations following which the actions may generate
the best possible impact. And if one may stagger by virtue of being human,
Allah has prescribed the medication of repentance. It was simply not possible
for every individual to receive and understand the Divine Scripture, as it
required greater purity and subtlety than enjoyed even by the angels. So Allah
graced His Messengers™ with this honour. Time and again they were deputed
to convey His Message to mankind, until the final and the most exalted
Prophet™*" was raised. He is not only the leader of all the Prophets™’ but has
also been blessed with such a magnificent Book as to suffice for the guidance
of entire mankind for all times to come. It is enriched with such light as is
sufficient for all the Arwah to attain ultimate level of excellence and Divine
Neamness. Obviously, this state can only be attained by following the
fountainhead of this light unto whom it has been revealed. Thus His objective
of Providence will be met. So the Holy Prophet**" must lead the people from
darkness to light, which is the Path of the Unseen and the Praiseworthy Allah,
the Sole Owner of the heavens and the earth and all that lies therein.

Darkness and Light

These two words do not stand for the darkness or light perceived by the
physical eye. Rather, these denote the darkness or light of beliefs, thoughts and
actions of an individual. If the beliefs are incorrect, darkness is generated in
the heart which darkens further with every evil action. So the heart of a non
believer keeps sinking deeper into darkness until it reaches the point of no
return. Such are the people who shall never be guided. And when someone
embraces Islam, it is such an exalted act that its light washes away the
darkness of disbelief and sins of a lifetime. This light is received from the
most sacred heart of the Holy Prophet™*™. It brightens for the believers with
every step taken in his obedience and they continuously receive this light.

The Companions™*” received the greatest level of illumination in the company
of the Holy Prophet™". A single glance by him was enough not only to
illuminate their hearts but also to make every cell of their bodies to ceaselessly
engage in Allah’s Zikr. So the obedience of Allah became a passion with
them. The righteous scholars invite people to believe in Allah and motivate
them to obey Him. Those who take Shahadah and exert to obey are blessed



with light according to their individual craving. The Siifi Masters practise the
third aspect. They themselves attain the light from the hearts of their
predecessors and dispense it to the seekers. Anyone so blessed begins to
improve n beliefs and practices. This is also known as receiving Faidh. As a
result the heart transforms in a way that it accepts only the truth and tries its
utmost to abstain from Allah’s disobedience. As for the believers who
opted for darkness asked for their own devastation and will have to face a
tormenting punishment. But why did they dare this?

The Basic Cause of Disbelief and Disobedience

The Qurin declares the love for this world as the basic cause, for faith dictates
that both the eaming as well as the spending must be regulated in accordance
with Allah’s Will. But man tends to follow his own desires. So those
overpowered by mundane love refuse to accept faith. In other words, they
prefer the ephemeral life over the etemal. Having made this choice, they then
try to justify their decision and also begin to invite others to their viewpoint,
which amounts to impeding others from the Path of Allah. It is a deadly sin
that they twist the facts and try to misguide people by raising baseless
objections and present the straight Path as crooked.

Those Who Twist Quranic Meanings to Suit Personal Opinion

Such people are indeed misguided. Not only the infidels but those believers
are also guilty who try to interpret the Qurin to suit their own fancies, to
acquire wealth, or to prove their personal opinions as correct. They apply
themselves to mould the real meaning and interpretation of the Quran, or the
decisions taken in the light of Shari‘ah. This evil is widespread today. May
Allah protect us!

The infidels objected to the revelation of Qurin in Arabic, which was the Holy
Prophet’s™*" mother tongue. They suggested that it should have been revealed
in any language other then Arabic so that no one could have ever doubted him
of having composed it. History answers this objection and shows that the
Prophets™ they believed in were also blessed with Scriptures in their native
languages. Since Messengership and Prophethood i1s for the guidance of
mankind, everyone of them brought unto his respective nation a Divine
Scripture in the language they spoke. Had it been revealed in any foreign
language, the entire nation would have been put to trouble by having to
translate it first into their native tongue in order to understand it, depriving
many in the process. So Allah made it easier for people and revealed
Scriptures in their respective languages. Similarly the Holy Prophet™*" was an



Arab. His nation had the honour of being the very first addressee of the Quran
and was entrusted with the task of conveying it to others. Therefore, this
Message had to be in their own language. Moreover, all the preceding
Prophets™* were only raised unto a particular nation, so their Books were in
their languages. But the Holy Prophet™" was raised for the entire mankind, a
multilingual multitude of nations. Had a separate Book been revealed in each
prevalent language, none of them could have inspired contemplation. Many of
the languages spoken at that time later became obsolete, which would have
further complicated the matter. Therefore, it was important that the Qurén be
revealed in a language, to be the source of guidance for the entire mankind. So
Allah chose Arabic, as this indeed is the real language of humanity, to be
spoken in Jannah, the eternal abode of mankind.

Allah had blessed the Arabs with a special quality. Inspite of their many
drawbacks once they embraced Islam they became totally committed and
crossed all limits of dedication. They quickly learnt and swiftly conveyed it to
others. So much so that they sacrificed their lives and wealth, honour and
children in the Cause of Allah. Because of this quality Allah raised His final
Prophet™>" amongst them, and blessed him with His Book in Arabic
language. Also, no other language can boast of such a rich vocabulary as
Arabic. Nor can it be matched in fluency and grammatical excellence. The
Arabs duly proved themselves to be a nation worthy of Qurén, revealed in
their language. Within twenty-three years of its completion, they took its
Message across the globe to every nation. History provides a decisive and
honest testimony of their supernatural valour. Hence the objection over Arabic
is fully answered. As for the question why some people still remained
deprived, the answer is simple. They were so unfortunate that even if the
Quran had been revealed in any other language, they would still have
remained faithless, because Allah had denied them guidance. It was because
repeated sinring had obliterated the urge for it from their hearts. Allah is all
Powerful and Wise. He may bestow or withhold guidance at Will. He has,
however, decreed that He will guide only those who desire it from the core of
their hearts.

Allah had assigned Prophet Miisa™ the same exalted task of leading his
people out of darkness into light. He was given clear Signs such as the Torah
and magnificent miracles, instructed to inform his people of the Divine
Favours promised to the obedient and the ill-fate awaiting the disobedient.
“Annals of Allah” refers to the days, when either a Divine Favour was sent or
punishment met to a particular nation. Either aspect can be presented as an



example when inviting people to guidance. Obedience eams favours, which is
an incentive for good acts, while the punishment promised on disobedience is
a word of caution.

Patience and Gratitude

It is added that the impatient and the ingrate remains unmoved by the Annals
of Allah. These can only benefit those who can sensibly analyze the
circumstances with a sense of gratitude for the Divine Blessings they already
enjoy. For them are clear Signs in the Annals of Allah, yet those who lack
contentment are always bent upon usurping whatever others have and fail to
appreciate the favours in their own possession. Such are the pepple who never
leam a lesson. Usually they are seen repining against Allah. This is why Sabr
is defined as one-half of faith, as it means contentment over one’s rightfully
acquired means without snatching away the rights of others. The essence of
gratitude is that one should at least appreciate the existing favours. Given this
realization, one expresses his gratitude, which in tum facilitates obedience.
Deprived of these two qualities, miracles and other Signs seldom help.

So Prophet Miisa™, reminding his people of the Divine Favours they had
enjoyed, said: See how Allah has delivered you from the tyranny of the
Pharaoh who made you work like donkeys, treated you as slaves, assassinated
your sons and spared your daughters to serve him and his people. Allah, the
Munificent indeed delivered you of this terrible turmoil.
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There came to them their
Messengers with evidences, but
they put their hands to their
mouths, and said: verily we
disbelieve in that with which
you have been sent, and
regarding that to which you call
us we are in doubt disquieting.

Their Messengers said: What! Is
there doubt about Allah, the
Maker of the heavens and the
earth? He calls you that He may
forgive you of your sins and
retain you till a term fixed. They
said: you are but like us; you
mean to turn us aside from what
our fathers have  been
worshipping; so bring us a
manifest authority.

Their Messengers said to them:
we are nothing but human
beings like you, but Allah
bestows favour on whom He
will of His bondmen, and it is
not for us to bring you a miracle
except by the Command of
Allah. On Allah then let the
believers rely.

And why should we not rely on
Allah when He surely has
guided us on our ways. And we
shall surely bear with patience
that with which you afflict us;
and in Allah then let the trustful
put their trust.
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Secrets of Revelation

Prophet Miisa™ also reminded his people of Allah’s Promise that He would
increase His Favours further if they displayed gratitude.

The Essence of Gratitude

The essence of gratitude is to try one’s level best to obey Allah, be diligent in
worships, conduct mutual interactions and to earn and spend within the
perimeters of Shari‘ah. And one must also verbally éxpress gratitude, which
will certainly increase His Favours. This increase can be in terms of quantity
as well as the duration. However, if people resort to ingratitude, in which
disbelief tops the list followed by bad conduct, His Afflictions are indeed
tormenting. However, if beliefs are straight, laziness or negligence in actions
can also lead to trouble. This may include losing the bounties being enjoyed or
a hindrance in their flow or may be punishment in the Akhirah. Nevertheless,
He has left room for Mercy, and may forgive at His Will.

Prophet Miisa™ also made it clear to his people that regardless of whether
they were grateful or not, the Magnificence of Allah was to remain
unaffected. Not only they but even if the entire creation also resorts to
ingratitude it would make no difference to Him. It would only harm the
ungrateful while the Glory and Magnificence of Allah will remain absolutely
unaffected. He also reminded his people of the performances of the nations
gone by. The People of Prophet Niih™ or the ‘Ad and the Thamiid, or many
other nations known only to Allah have been wiped off from the pages of
history. Today people do not even know their names. He blessed them all with
Prophets and Messengers™ with spectacular miracles. But the unfortunate
people not only refused to accept the faith but also exerted all their energies in
impeding the Prophetic mission. They disdainfully announced their defiance
adding that they did not even remotely consider their doctrines of
Monotheism, Prophethood and Resurrection to be correct; rather it all
appeared dubious and confusing to them. They wondered how could it be
possibie that the Creator and Sustainer of the entire universe was only One
Being? It was totally bizarre, they said.

Their Prophets and Messengers™® were appalled by their ignorance. It was
amazing how could they ever doubt the existence and the Omnipotence of
Allah when the heavens and the earth and myriads of His creation therein, and
the smooth running of the universe, all endorse His Creativity and
Omnipotence. So the question or doubt over His Existence does not even
anise. As for the Prophethood, He had made their appointment a source of



blessing their nations with His Mercy, because till then they had grossly erred
by living slavish to their desires, denying His Being and His Attributes and
ascribing partners to Him. He wished to relent and invited them to obedience
lest their sins invoked the looming havoc and they are destroved before
completing their natural term of life. Allah’s Mercy does not deprive anyone;
so He sent the Prophets™ to invite people 1o His obedience, in order to
complete their normal span of life and to safely retum to Him to enjoy eternal
salvation.

Yet those unfortunate nations failed to pick up the point. They argued that they
too were human beings like them with similar needs of food, shelter, clothing
and sleep, and could not possibly be accepted as Allah’s Messengers™. In
their opinion the Prophets™ were trying to divert the masses away from the
path of their forefathers merely to become leaders. Had they truly been
Allah’s Prophets™ they would have been above human needs. It has already
been discussed that Prophethood has been conferred only on human beings,
but humanity of the Prophets™ is par excellence. The ordinary human beings,
full of weaknesses, evaluate them by their own standards and thus deny them.
One group refuses to believe asserting that a human being cannot be Allah’s
Messenger™, while the other accepts but negates his humanity. Both of these
schools are misguided. May Allah protect us! A similar opinion is held by the
ignorant regarding the Sifi saints and the Aulia® who are believed to be
supernatural beings. Anyway, the defiant nations asked them to substantiate
their claim with some clear miracle, and the Prophets™ could only regret their
obstinacy.

Miracle and Karamah

The Prophets™ said that it was indeed foolish to demand super human acts
from them as they, too, were created human and possessed human traits
similar to them. It is Allah Who may shower His Blessings on whom He
Pleases. He has blessed them with the light of Prophethood and elevated them
to a level of sanctity and His Neamess beyond the very imagination of even an
angel. This Divine Favour further augments their passion for obedience and
submission to Him. As for the manifestation of a miracle, it is not at their
discretion, but by Allah’s Command. He may make it happen at their hands if
it pleases Him. A miracle or a Karamah are Divine Acts manifested
respectively at the hands of a Prophet™ or a Wali. These Prophets™® added
that they would never claim tq perform a miracle only to uphold their
authenticity. If the people expected such a claim from them it meant that they



had not appreciated the very essence of faith, which demands total submission
and not to establish ones personal superiouty.

Tawakkal

Tawakkal means to gear into action all available means for the fulfilment of a
task and leaving the results to Allah, rather than demanding the outcome one
desires. It can never be expected of the Prophets™ not to rely on Allah as they
are being fully acquainted with the Divine Path, unlike those stranded in the
quagmire of doubts. They are given the opportunity to present themselves
before Him several times a day. It is this ecstasy derived from His Neamess,
which overshadows the pain inflicted by their opponents. Otherwise it could
never have been possible for a single person, or a small group to stand up
against the atrocities of the majority. It became possible only due to the
pleasure of beholding His Splendour. Remember that whoever is so blessed
will only rely on Him without paying any heed to anything else.
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is not dead, and behind him is a
torment terrible.

The likeness of those who
disbelieve in their Rabb is: their
works are like ashes upon which
the wind blows hard on a stormy
day; they shall not be able to get
anything of what they have
earned. That is a straying far-off.

Do you not see that Allah has
created the heavens and the
earth with a purpose? If He
willed He would make you pass
away and bring a creation new.

And for Allah that is not hard.

They all shall appear before
Allah; then those who were
counted weak shall say to those
who were stiff-necked: verily we
were unto you a following, are
you going to avail us at all
against the torment of Allah?
They will say: had Allah guided
us we would have guided you
too;, it is now equal to us
whether we become impatient or
bear patiently; for us there is no
place of escape.
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Secrets of Revelation

The disbelievers were obstinate on denial despite clear Signs and logical
persuasion. In fact they went one step ahead in arrogance and threatened the

Prophets™ to return to their faith. It was foolish of them to assume that they
held ungodly beliefs similar to theirs before raising.



The Wilayah of a Prophet™*

A Prophet™ never ever indulges in any brand of infidelity and polytheism
even before his raising. There is a special sanctity ingrained in his nature,
known as the Wilayah of the Prophets™. This is superior to the Wilayah of the
saints in the same way as a Prophet™ is superior to a Wali. Grace and
elegance mark the demeanour of the Prophets™ even before they are raised.
But the ignorant believed that they had invented a new religion so it was best
for them to revert to the original one, otherwise they would expel them from
the country. This was the crime for which they were not given any respite.
History shows that Allah tolerated when nations disobeyed Him, but did not
put up with it once the people threatened the Prophets™ of expulsion. Allah
informed them that He will destroy the transgressors while obedient followers
of the Prophet™ will be given the opportunity to flourish on land. The Divine
Promise to let the believers prosper was not only to the obedient people
mentioned above, but also extends to every individual who believes in the
Prophets™ and abstains from His disobedience, fearing Akhirah. In other
words, the criterion for selection to positions of authority is not self-
proclaimed piety but noble character. A country in which men with high
morals are in majority and piety is a pre-requisite for authority, the noble will
obviously rise to power. Otherwise, the impostors pretending to be pious as
well as the openly corrupt both depend on mundane means. As soon as they have
the means they are hauled to power, only to be given more opportunities to sin.

The people after listening to their Prophets™® demanded a final verdict, calling
upon them to bring about the doom they had so vehemently foretold about. So
Allah’s Punishment struck and uprooted the stubborm and the defiant. This
punishment is not confined to destruction in this world but will ultimately
usher them into Hell, which is a terrible abode; a tormenting house of horror
and misery where the residents are offered festering water. The condemned
will have to sip blood and pus, forced by their thirst, and it will be extremely
hard to swallow the putrid liquid. They will be wrapped in tormenting
inflictions, which will be far more dreadful than death; yet these unfortunate
people will not even die. They will be subjected to an ever increasing torture.

Although these people were not blessed with faith, yet they must have done
some good works to deserve a reward. But unfortunately, the winds of
disbelief would blow away any good works, leaving them hapless on the Day
of Judgment, crushed under the weight of their disbelief and sins because the
basis of all piety is faith. Only a noble act done with firm belief in the Akhirah
and an intention to earn eternal reward can be termed as virtuous. However,



when people who do not believe in the Akhirah do something good, it is only
pretence intended to gain some mundane benefit. Sometimes they manage to
obtain it while at others they fail, for their act does not carry enough weight
even for worldly purpose. The non believers being totally off the track will
stand empty handed on the Day of Judgment. The Law of Nature visible in
every creation, may it be the earth or the heavens, is that it fulfils the purpose
of its creation. Similarly the deeds of a non believer will also bear fruit
depending upon the intentions behind them. As for their disbelief in the
Resurrection, they must ponder over the marvellous creation of the universe
by the All Powerful Allah. He, Who created it once is quite capable of
bringing it back to life including the non believers who doubt it. It is very
much in His Powers that He may destroy the human race altogether and
replace them with some other creation, which indeed is equally easy for Him.

If one disobeys Allah hoping to be rescued from Allah's Punishment on the
Day of Judgment by his ancestors or mentors, he is indeed sadly mistaken. Let
the non believers know today what is to befall them on that Day. When
mankind will be gathered before Him, the weaker amongst the non believers
will request their leaders and chieftains for help. The former shall remind the
ruling lot of their loyalty and service, and will beg for their intercession in
order to alleviate some of the torment. The leaders will regret that since they
themselves were misguided and are today in the same boat, they cannot help
them in the least. Their misery will remain undiminished whether they scream
or bear quietly; nathing will avert the torture. To die as a non believer is
synonymous to an everlasting mortification.

Section 4
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before. Verily for the wrong-
doers there is a torment
afflictive.

And those who believed and
worked righteous works shall be
made to enter Gardens with
running streams, abiding therein
by the Command of their Rabb,
their greeting there will be:
peace!

Do vou not see how Allah has
propounded the similitude of the
clean word? It is like a clean
tree, its roots firmly fixed, and
its branches reaching the
heaven.

Giving its fruit every season by
the Command of its Rabb. And
Allah propounds similitudes for
mankind that perhaps they may
be admonished.

And the similitude of a foul
word 1s a foul tree, uprooted
from upon the earth; there is for
it no stability.

Allah keeps firm those who

believe by the firm word in the
life of the world and the
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Secrets of Revelation

As a last ray of hope, the condemned lot will tum to their false deities for help,
whom they had worshipped all their lives. So on the Day of Judgment when



the final verdicts will be pronounced, the non believers will gather around the
Satan. They will blame him for their fate and call upon him to ask the idols
and also himself help them out of their misery. The Satan will speak out the
truth at least on that Day. He will reprimand them and say that Allah had made
a true promise to them for eternal salvation, supporting it with undeniable
evidence. He will admit that he too had made promises but he had lied 1o
them. Allah invited them to His Worship and promised them Jannah in return,
while he intervened by alluring them into worldly pleasures and made them
repudiate the Akhirah. Moreover, he had no control over them except that he
could only whisper. It was they who accepted his lie and rejected the true
Promise of Allah and the forthright teachings of His Prophets™, So who
indeed was to be reproached? To be honest, he would say, they should blame
themselves for their distress rather than him. He would be of no help to them
as he himself will be seized by Allah’s Wrath, nor will they be of any help to
him. Moreover he will not acknowledge that they used to worship him as a
partner with Allah, for they had no reason to do so. Now they must bear the
brunt of their deeds and realize that nothing is in store for the transgressor,
save a painful doom.

Those qualifying for the rewards and the levels of His Neamess are the
believers who act righteously by obeying Allah and His Prophet™*V. Every
action taken in compliance with the Holy Prophet’s**¥ instructions will be an
act of piety. They will be admitted to Jannah, a land of eternally green gardens
and flowing rivers. The lushness of these gardens will never wane and the
residents will never be expelled, as His Providence rewards the faithful and
the pious stupendously. They will receive greetings of peace and etemal
salvation from everywhere.

In order to have a glimpse of His Gracious Providence, we may take a look at
an analogy. Faith is like a beautiful tree which originates from the depths of
the heart. It is l:keatmegumngmdmcentmut‘agnrdmwtm its roots deep
inside the soil while its trunk high up as if touching the sky. And it is laden
with fruits by Allah’s Grace all the time. Similarly the roots of faith are very
deep wherefrom sprouts the plant of noble deeds. It keeps on growing taller
and taller and bears the fruit of Allah’s Pleasure, Who presents such brilliant
similies for people to understand.

The heretic beliefs are foul words based on superstitions, like a wild plant
growing on a barren piece of land which can be easily uprooted by a casual
touch. It has no roots for support and bears no fruit. Allah blesses the
believers with Sabr through the Barakah of Kalimah-e-Tayyebah and because



of this they stand fast in this world and at the time of death, in Barzakh as well
as on the Day of Reckoning. And all those who choose the path of
transgression, rejecting Kalimah-e-Tayyebah, are condemned. These are the
natural results of actions as predetermined by the Almighty Allah; Who is the
Most Powerful and does whatever pleases Him. No one can even dare to
speak in His Exalted Court.

28.

30.

3l.

32.

Section 5

Do you not see those who
returned the favour of Allah
with infidelity and caused their
people to alight in the dwelling
of perdition?

Hell, in which they will roast.
How 1l is the settlement!

They have set up compeers to
Allah, that they may lead men
astray from His Path. Say you:
enjoy, then verily your vending
1s to the Fire.

Say you to those of My
bondmen who have believed, let
them establish Salat and spend
privately and publicly of that
with which We have provide
them before the Day arrives
when there will be no bargaining
or befriending.

Allah it is Who has created the
heavens and the earth, and sent
down from the heaven water and
has thereby brought forth fruits
as a provision for you; and He
has subjected the ships for you
that they may run in the sea by
His Command; and He has
subjected the rivers for you.
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Secrets of Revelation

In order to observe the functioning of Nature and His Providence, we may
take a look at the people, who inspite of enjoying Allah’s Blessings, opt for
defiance instead of gratitude. From amongst the visible blessings, the human
body containing innumerable faculties, the resources of life at its disposal and
the knowledge to exploit them speak volumes on His Greatness. But His
blessings crossed all bounds when He deputed His Messengers™ with His
Scriptures for the mankind. A human being, given the special faculties and
understanding, should have simply contemplated over His Blessings and
bowed down to Him. But the ignorant chose to defy, and led their nations
through the path of denial and misfortune straight into Hell; a tormenting
abode indeed.

These transgressors ascribed Divine Attributes to their self proclaimed deities
and idols. They took them as partners with Allah and became a source of
misguidance for others. The Holy Prophet™™ must inform them that the
system of the universe will keep running as programmed by Allah. It is
because of this system that they leisurely avail the rewards of this world like
health and the provisions of life etc. But they must remember that ultimately
they will have to enter Hell because of their heretic and polytheist beliefs.

An Evidence of Divine Pleasure

Temporal wealth or power is no indication of His Pleasure. Rather, the correct
beliefs and one’s resolve to act piously win His Approval. If these two aspects
are missing, there is no hope for salvation.



Allah wishes the Holy Prophet™" to inform the believers that they must
establish Salat, which is symbolic 10 His worships. The very aim of
worshipping is to strive for intensifying the desire for Allah’s Neamess; to an
extent that one can no longer even think of disobeying Him. As soon as one
commits a mistake, the urge to repent overwhelms him. Thus one constantly
progresses on the Path of Allah’s Neamess. Often the affluence, power or
other human achievements impede the way and one may fall prey to conceit
and arrogance. He, therefore, prescribed the remedy, that beside meticulous
worships, one must spend whalever is given to him in accordance with His
directions. This is sometimes done overtly like in Jihad on the battlefield or
other noble endeavours, and sometimes covertly like voluntary alms, and
helping the needy etc. This way one does not become vain over blessings he
enjoys, rather the feeling of gratitude increases in him. He begins to realize
that whatever he possesses is not in fact owned by him but the real Owner is
Allah, Who has entrusted him. And holding these favours as a sacred trust, he
dispenses them only in accordance with His Commands, fully conscious of an
approaching Day when neither bargaining nor friendship will be of any help.
In other words, at the time of death or on the Day of Resurrection, if one
realises that he squandered away all his energies or wealth in a wrong way, he
will not be able to negotiate his way out of the situation. Or if he did so to
please a friend, his friendship will not come to his rescue. These Ayt do not
negate the intercession by the Prophets™ or the noble who invite people to
piety, but refer to the friendship which invites to evil.

If one begins to feel that whatever he has is his own, he must look around to
see who has created the earth and the heaven with such amazing
characteristics. It is He Who Commands the water to pour down from the
clouds as a source of life and fertility, growing myriad of fruits to nourish
man, So when man's existence and survival itself depends on nourishment
provided by Allah, his associations are conditional on his being. Allah gave
man the intellect. He builds different kinds of ships to cruise over oceans and
hamesses the rivers to irrigate lands and run turbines. Besides, Allah has also
tasked the sun, the moon and other planets to serve man. He made days and
nights for satisfying human needs; and each movement of the universe is
dedicated to his service. Certainly He is the Creator of the mankind, and of the
universe including its entire system. So when all human achievements depend
on this system, how can any excellence be deemed as personal?

He is so Munificent that He has fulfilled every human need. “Whatever you
asked™ denotes all needs of human existence: the seasons, transition of days
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The Makkans claimed to be the followers of their forefathers, of them the
most exalted was Prophet Ibrahim™* whom they also claimed to follow. But he
was a person whose obedience to Allah was exemplary. He had abandoned his
devoted wife and beloved child in the wildemness by His Command, when the
city of Makkah did not exist. He had then prayed to Allah to make this a city

of peace and prevent him and his progeny from idolatry.
Method of Supplication

In Prophet Ibrahim's™ prayer, improvement in worldly condition has more
prominence, and has been sought in a unique way. He did not pray for the
habitation of this barren area but spoke as if the city was already existing. This
was seen by his Prophetic vision that the stay of his chaste wife and Prophet
Isma‘il™s, a little boy then, would certainly lead to the foundation of a mayor
city. So he prayed for a city of peace, as the foremost requirement of humanity
is peace. The very purpose why a government is formed, is to maintain peace
by punishing the culprits. The establishment of peace and harmony is not only
imperative for leading a happy life but also for practising Din. In a society tom
with strife, practising faith becomes impossible. Therefore, for prosperity or
religious progress of any city or country or nation or society, peace is the real
guarantor. Without peace, no social or welfare programme can be undertaken,
So Prophet Ibrahim™® asked for one thing, that is, peace. Secondly, he begged
for himself and his progeny to be spared from idolatry. This was followed by
the request for protection from all forms of Divine disobedience and
waywardness and from the very root cause thereof.

It is obvious that because of Prophetic innocence, he did not fear idol-worship
for himself. Yet a rule for supplicating is laid down. When Allah’s pious



people are included in a prayer, its acceptance is ensured, for it does not befit
His Magnificence to accept a part of the request and reject the rest, Secondly,
according to the Aulia” anything which detracts from Allah’s obedience is an
idol. Maul@na Rimi*"* terms every temporal desire as an idol, which hinders
a person from Allah’s obedience. So Prophet Ibrahim™® prayed for Divine
Protection from all kinds of idols. It also proves that a father is not only
responsible for the Din of his children but also for the provisions of life.

He explained that he was praying for refuge from idols because a large
number of people had been misled by them. He had seen how his nation had
indulged in idolatry and become wayward. Besides, polytheism and
associating hopes with others than Allah by itself deprives from Allah’s
Forgiveness. Otherwise, it is not unusual for humans to make mistakes, as they
can never become angels. However, if their relationship with Allah remains
intact, then the mistakes are closely followed by repentance and reformation
of conduct. Hence Prophet Ibrahim™®, in two brief sentences, asked for a
comprehensive package of blessings both mundane and etemnal, for himself,
his posterity and the City of Makkah. Since man is free to choose his course in
life, the chances remained that some people would abandon his path. So he
implored: “O Allah! All those who follow my teachings will be mine, but
those who desert will still remain Your humble creation, and You indeed are
Forgiving and Clement”. Although it is not permissible to pray for forgiveness
of the non believers, yet this sentence is a manifestation of Prophetic affection.
He did not pray for their forgiveness, but reminded Allah of His unfathomable
ocean of Mercy. Of course, the Prophetic way is to show clemency and care
towards mankind.

Supplication must be Reiterated

Prophet Ibrahim™: repeated his prayer in the same sagacious manner. The very
first step of a supplication is obedience to Allah. It is certainly not proper to
practically disobey Allah and present a long list of invocations at the same
time, as done today. Rather, practical submission to His Commands must
precede the prayer, just as Prophet Ibrahim™ left his beloved wife and son in
the barren desert as ordered and walked away. According to Hadith, when they
were out of his sight, he prayed, “O our Rabb, the all-Knowing and the
Omnipotent! | have in compliance to Your Command, abandoned my family
in the desert near Your auspicious and Sacred House.” This refers to K*abah
which did exist then. It was built by Prophet Adam™ and its Tawaf had been
going on through the ages. It was lifted up during the Deluge. Leaving the
foundation intact. The Prophets™ of nations subjected to Divine Punishment



would move to K'abah and go around the remains of its foundations for the
rest of their lives. Many of them passed away and in due course of time were
buried around it. Our illustrious Shaikh Allah Yar Khan™"* used to say that
more or less ninety-nine Prophets™ could be spiritually seen buried there. So
Prophet Ibrahim™® who had left his spouse and child near the K*abah prayed:
“l am leaving my offspring near Your House for Your worship. So make this
deserted land flourish by turning the hearts of some of Your servants towards
it. And bless the dwellers of this land with fruits so that they may show
gratitude.”

Just appreciate the wisdom in the manner of Prophet Ibrahim’s™® invocation.
First he executed Allah’s Command and then raised his hands in prayer. He
requested for a relationship with Allah and an alienation from idols. As he
prayed for his descendants to persevere on worship he did not overlook their
temporal well being. He did not ask for the entire mankind to turn to Makkah,
lest believing and non believing, good and bad would all rush there. Rather, he
used the words “From amongst the people,” and left it to Allah to incline
some hearts towards it. Certainly those chosen by Him will be better and so
good people will gather here, not by force but because their hearts will be
attracted to it. They will visit K*abah and the city out of love, making any
mischief impossible. And while asking for provisions, he requested fruits not
the agriculture and irrigation system. Allah is Omnipotent and could have
made the mountains of Makkah green and tillable. But Prophet Ibrahim™*
asked for fruits. This is why todate Makkah offers fruits from all over the
world all the year round. And it is a commodity that guarantees the flow of
abundant supply of other amenities of life. Obviously when Allah’s Blessings
will be in abundance and easily available, there will be opportunity to be
ungrateful so the inhabitants of the town may show gratitude, he concluded.

“So our Rabb! You are well Aware of not only what we utter but also of the
states of our hearts. The natural apprehension and sorrow gripping my heart
while abandoning my loving and loyal wife and my little son in such a
desolate place is in Your Knowledge. And also what I speak is Known to You.
The remarks of my wife that ‘Allah will not waste us' are also in Your
Knowledge. Our prayer is only an opening to have the honour to talk to you.
Otherwise what we need, what state we are in, is already in Your Knowledge.
| thank You for blessing me with posterity at an age when it apparently
seemed impossible, and favoured me with noble sons like Isma‘ir™ and Ishaq
. Undoubtedly, my Provider answers my supplications. It is a part of
etiquettes of supplication to first praise Allah, then to put up the request



followed by recount of His Favours already conferred. This indeed is a way of
showing gratitude over what one already enjoys and leads to the acceptance of
the prayer.

Prophet Ibrahim™® now turned to the end result of this life, which means that
one should not ask for worldly needs alone but every prayer must be
concluded with a request for eternal salvation. And since eternal salvation
rests on obedience in worldly life, he added: ‘O my Master! Grant me and my
posterity the capacity to persevere in Your worship, a state possible only
through Your Grace. And please accept my prayer, and forgive me; my parents
and all the believers on the Day of Judgment.” Mark that as he prayed for
eternal salvation he made it conditional with faith, as it is not permissible to
pray for salvation of the non believers.

Section 7
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them, and We had propounded
for you similtudes,

Of a surety they plotted their
plot, and with Allah was their
plot, though their plot was such
as to remove mountains thereby.

So imagine not you that Allah
is going to fail His Promise to
His Messengers. Verily Allah is
Mighty, Rabb of vengeance.

On the Day when the earth will
be changed into another earth,
and the heavens also: and all
creatures will appear before
Allah, the One, the Subduer.

And you will see the guilty on
that Day bound in fetters.

Their trousers shall be of pitch,
and the fire shall cover their
faces.

All this in order-that Allah may
requite each soul according to
what he has earned; verily Allah
is Swift in Reckoning.

This 1s a preaching for the
mankind, that they may be
warned thereby, and that they
may know that there is only one
God, and that the men of

understanding may be
admonished.
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Secrets of Revelation

It must never be assumed that those indulging in disbelief and polytheism are
leading a happy life, so one does not need to obey Allah. Rather, it must be
remembered that Allah is well Aware of the transgressors. Life of this world is
very short, actually given for His obedience, which they are wasting in
defiance. They will know only when the Day of Judgment will be upon them.
It will be so horrifying that their eyes will fail to blink as if petrified. They will
run amock towards accountability terrified, staring blankly, with hearts
gripped by fear. Though apparently they live a life of luxury and find
themselves in great comfort, yet in fact they are moving towards a horrifying
doom.

The Holy Prophet™>*" must warmn people about the horrors of the Day on which
they will ruefully cry out: *O our Rabb! Return us to our worldly life once
again and see how will we accept Your Message and serve Your Prophets™.”
They will be told that they have passed through the phase of worldly life and
the given respite was over. The Prophets™ were sent unto them but they
insisted on denial and presumed that they would continue to enjoy the

affluence endlessly.

They did not reflect even for a second that they were not the first to live in the
world. There had lived before them people much stronger, and some amongst
them extremely disobedient. And it was well known how Allah annihilated
them, making them a Sign of admonition for all.

[t was not that they had not worked out any plans. They certainly employed all
possible tactics, enough to make the mountains move, but these did not work
against Allah. And O infidels! You leave no stone unturned to check the
spread of Islam, and vex the believers. Do take note that your tactics can shake
the mountains but not the Quliib enlightened with Allah’s Name. They remain
unaffected by your tricks as He Himself is capable of fouling your plans. You
must also not harbour any doubts that the promised Day when disbelief will
meet a gruesome fate, may not come. No! It will surely be. Allah is the Most
Powerful and Predominant; He shall not spare the disbelievers from requital.

On that Day the earth and the heavens will no longer remain the same. The
former will cease 1o be a place of comfort, shelter or provisions. According to
Hadith, it will be flattened out like a desolate plain. The heavens will no
longer dispense light or rain. Rather, the function of both will change in such a
way that to the non believers these will be a source of affliction while to the
believers, of solace. It may also mean that both the earth and the heaven will



be altogether replaced with something having the aforementioned
characteristics. And people will hasten to present themselves before the
Mighty Court of Allah, Who is the Only One and the Most Wielding.

'O” Reader! You will witness the guilty fettered together with criminals of
their Kind. They will be clad in trousers of pitch and the flames of fire shall
cover their faces. May Allah protect us! This congregation will be held in
order to requite every individual of his deeds. Undoubtedly Allah is Quick at
reckoning. '

The Holy Prophet™*" is being told to describe to people the events sure to take
place on the Day of Judgment, so that they may take heed and accept that He
Alone is worthy of worship and only His obedience is beneficial. The people
of understanding will definitely learn a lesson from this forewarning,
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