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Surah Hud
It is a Makkan Stirah in which the severest punishments for infidelity and

SAW

animosity have been discussed with great sagacity. The Holy Prophet™"" once
said that Strah Hiod had aged him, for it made him grieve for the entire
mankind.

Section 1

In the Name of Allah
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

Alif, Lam. Ra. This is the Book,
verses of which are guarded, and
then detailed, from before the
Wise, the Aware,

Saying: you shall not worship
except Allah. Verily I am unto
you a warmner from Him, and a
bearer of glad tidings.

And that: ask forgiveness of
your Rabb, then turn to Him in
repentance. He will let you
enjoy a goodly enjoyment until a
term appointed and will grant
His Grace to every owner of
grace. And if you turn away, |
fear for you the torment of a
Great Day.

To Allah is your return and He
is over everything Potent.

Lo! They fold their breasts that
they may hide from Him. Lo!
When they cover themselves
with their garments, He knows
what they conceal and what they
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reveal. Verily He is the Knower
of the innermost secrets.

No moving creature is there on
the earth but upon Allah is its
provision, and He knows its
dwelling and resting-place;
everything is in a Book
luminous.

He it is Who has created the
heavens and the earth in six days
— and His Throne was on the
water — that He might test you,
as to which of you is excellent
in deeds. And if you say: you
shall be certainly raised after
death, those who disbelieve are
sure to say: nothing is this but
magic manifest.

And 1If We defer from them the
chastisement till a' determined
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Secrets of Revelation

As discussed earlier, Alif Lam Ra belong to the group of words whose
knowledge lies with Allah and His Prophet or those chosen few whom Allah
may bless with the required level of understanding. However, their recitation
is for everyone and is equally beneficial to all. Qurén is an incomparable
Book; its Ayt are firm, that is, unchangeabie. Although Divine Scriptures had
been revealed earlier too, yet the Doctrines and Commandments they
contained were confined to specific nations or countries and periods. The
Revelation of the Qurén totally abrogated all previous Scriptures because it



has been sent for the entire mankind, for all countries and for all times to
come. Its Doctrines are equally applicable and binding on all societies all over
the globe, forever. Since it is for all times, it leaves no questions unanswered
and no issue unresolved. From beliefs to practices, morals to politics,
economics to social norms, it discusses every aspect of life explicitly. It has to
be so because it has been revealed by the Knowing and the Wisest. But the
quintessence of its text is to acquaint mankind with its Creator and help the

believer to establish a relationship with Allah whereby he refuses to submit to
anyone save Him. To convey its Barakah to the people is the task assigned to
Allah’s Prophet™", Although the Quran carries all excellences yet it is the
Holy Prophet’s®™*" job to covey its contents to mankind, forewaming the
people of the perils that lie ahead, and to educate them about the acts which
please Allah.

Book without Prophet™ is not Beneficial

Hence it is evident that a Book without the Messenger™ cannot benefit
people. All those who endeavour to interpret the Quran according to their own
whims considering themselves to be experts, have certainly strayed. The Holy
Prophet>*" is also assigned the task of inviting people to seek His Forgiveness
over their past follies and to inculcate a feeling of abstinence from
insubordination in future. Repentance stands for a verbal expression backed
by practical reformation of conduct. Undoubtedly, peace and tranquillity in
both worlds lie in seeking Allah’s Mercy and Forgiveness. To err is definitely
human and when sin is not insisted upon, the penitent is blessed with Allah’s
Forgiveness and ample opportunity of reformation and Rizq-e-Kareem (best of
provisions). It means that favourable circumstances are created which serve as
a source of peace and comfort. The term Rizg-e-Kareem, according to
Commentators, comprises the sources of livelihood, which impart peace and
contentment throughout the life of the penitent in this ephemeral world. And
death would not,cause any disruption for the righteous but would rather usher
them into the world of eternal rewards. In short, penitence and abstinence
from sin, together with righteous conduct not only easure a blissful life in this
world but also the best of rewards in the Akhirah. The Holy Prophet™*" must
wam the people of the consequences of their tuming away from the Divine
Message. And if they opt for sin instead of repentance, it is feared that on the
Day of Judgment, they will have to face retribution. Remember that repeated
indulgence in sin drives one to disbelief, which is the root cause of eternal
condemnation. There is no escape for people and eventually everyone has to



return to Allah, He is the Controller of every thing and no one has the power
to hamper the execution of His Will.

The Philosophy of Sin

‘O My Beloved™®'"! Listen that these unfortunate people are hostile to you,
whereas you are gracious towards them and wish them well. They try to
conceal the hostility and malice, which fills their hearts, under different
covers. Foolish souls! Little do they realise that nothing can be concealed from
Allah, Who knows the hidden and the manifest and is well Aware of the
secrets buried deep in the bosoms. Here a different philosophy of sin has been
presented, where indulgence in sin is ascribed to a decline in the love for the
Holy Prophet®*". And if this condition worsens to enmity towards him, it is
downright disbelief.

Wa Ma Min Daabah. As for mundane pursuits and a neglect in the obedience
of Allah in the process, it is simply unfortunate. He has undertaken to provide
for every living creature on the face of this earth. There exists not a single
being, be 1t a bird or an animal; a carmivorous beast or an oceanic creature, a
big animal or a small insect, which is not provided for by Him. Can it then be
expected of Him to have forgotten to provide for the best of His creations? Of
course, it is man who destroys himself out of foolishness, by employing illegal
sources for eamming a livelihood. If he does not step out of Allah’s edicts he
would still receive his share of provisions.

His flawless system ensures the provisions of life to each and every creature
wherever it may be or whatever state it may be in. This is because Allah is the
Omniscient. He knows very well about the temporary as well as permanent
abodes of His creation. He is also well Aware of their needs. Indeed His
Knowledge is much vaster. All these matters are recorded in the Guarded
Tablet, which despite containing limitless information is no maich for the
Divine Knowledge. It i1s He, the Omnipotent, Who has created the heavens
and the earth in six days. It is not as if He could not have created these in a
much specdier way, but only to give sequence to all the affairs of the universe,
a step imperative for human existence. Prior to the creation of the heavens and
the earth His Sublime Throne was on the water with His Sovereignty and Rule
well established and prevalent. He created the entire system only to judge the
conduct of people - to see who excels in goodness, In other words, the actions
are not judged by volume but by quality. The real trial is of the intentions, the
sincerity and devotion, which motivate the actions. These states of heart are



termed as Ehsan, which calls for a deeply devoted obedience and worship of
Allah.

When the Holy Prophet™*" informs these people that they will be raised after
death, they foolishly call it magic. Whereas magic is practised by people in
pursuit of worldly gains. How can then the information pertaining to etemnal
life and about the measures that should be taken in time to avoid humiliation
there be termed as magic? They are now enjoying a temporary respite from
chastisement until death. But they are arrogant enough to comment that if they
were to be doomed why it has not yet happened and why it is being withheld?
Do let them know that when the appointed time comes, no one will be able to
avert it. And the non believers who mock shall have to taste its horrors and
endure it.

Section 2
9. And if We let man taste Mercy PR i . AR
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13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18,

Or do they say: he has fabricated
it? Say you: bring you then ten
Surdhs the like of it, fabricated,
and call whom you can besides
Allah, if you say truth,

Then if they do not respond, you
know that it has been sent down
with the Knowledge of Allah,
and that there is no god but He,
are you Muslims then?

Any one who desires the life of
the world and its embellishment,
We shall repay them in full their
works therein, and in it they
shall not be defrauded.

These are they for whom there is
nothing in the Hereafter except
the Fire; to nothing shall come
what they have performed, and
vain 1S what they have been
working.

Is he like him who rests upon an
evidence from his Rabb, and
their recites it a witness from
Him? And before it was the
Book of Musa, a pattern and a
mercy; these believe therein;
and whoever of the sects
disbelieves therein, the Fire is
his promised resort. Be then you
not in doubt thereof, verily it is
the truth from your Rabb, yet
most of the mankind do not
believe.,

And who does a greater wrong
than he who fabricates a lie
against Allah? These shall be
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19.

20.

2l.

22.

23.

24,

set before their Rabb, and the
witnesses shall say: these are
they who lied against their
Rabb. Lo! The curse of Allah
shall fall on the wrongdoers.

Who hinder others from the path
of Allah and seek crookedness
therein and they in the Hereafter
are disbelievers.

These could not escape on the
earth, nor could there be for
them protectors against Allah;
doubled shall be the torment for
them; they were not able to
listen nor would they be clear-
sighted.

These are they who have lost
their souls, and has strayed fromn
them what they had been

fabricating.

Undoubtedly they! They in the
Hereafter shall be the greatest
losers.

Surely those who believed and
worked righteous works and
humbled themselves before their
Rabb - they shall be the
inhabitants of the Garden;
therein they shall abide.

The likeness of the two parties is
as the blind and deaf, and the
seeing and hearing. Are the two

equal in likeness? Are you not
admonished then?
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Secrets of Revelation

It is common observation that a person enjoying the favours of Allah cannot
bear their withdrawal. For instance, if he suffers a financial loss or suffers
from ill health or is ousted from power, he resorts to open despondency and
ingratitude. However, if Allah restores His Favours unto him, in the form of
wealth, health or power, he becomes boastful and arrogant. He then begins to
deem himself above the law, and carries an air of superiority about himself.

Effects of Divine Cognition

Every person not blessed with Divine Cognition displays such attitude.
However, those who are blessed with even an iota of it persevere under the
most rigorous conditions. In case of financial loss they remain hopeful of a
redressal from Allah and when profited they always thank Him and enjoy His
Blessings within the perimeters of His obedience. Under no circumstances do
they drift away from the path of righteousness and are always eager to obey
the Holy Prophet™Y. As long as one’s thinking remains restricted to the
material resources one does not experience any peace. However, when 1t is
extended to contemplate the Greatness of the Creator of all the resources, one
is at peace in happiness as well as in sorrow. Thus a person becomes strong
and persevere under all circumstances. Sabr (perseverance) means restraining
oneself from evil and exerting all efforts to practise piety. This is why
perseverance occurs in the Quran concomitantly with good deeds. However,
inspite of best efforts in persevering on piety if there remain any shortcomings
by virtue of being human, Allah’s Clemency shall compensate them. Of
course, His Mercy is designed for such people and for them awaits a great
reward.

Endorsement of Truth is indeed the Refutation of Falsehood

The polytheists often took exception to the Holy Prophet’s®*V rather stem
admonitions against their deities and ancestral rituals. They argued that the
Holy Prophet™*¥ may well propagate his own Din but why should he refute
their religion? Their objections were unreasonable because to establish the
truth, refutation of falsehood becomes inevitable. Two contradictory views
cannot be true simultaneously. Moreover, it is Allah Who refutes disbelief, the
ungodly rituals and the false deities and not the Holy Prophet™*™, as he only

explains what is revealed unto him, a duty he cannot abandon under any
circumstances.



It proves that the fear of annoying anyone cannot deter a believer from
conveying the truth and neither can infidelity and Islam be pleased at one and
the same time. Nor should it distress the Holy Prophet™"" when the infidels
object why a treasure had not been sent unto him, to enable him to make
people believe through a royal splendour. Or why was he not accompanied by
an angel who could call out to the people to believe in him for he was Allah’s
Messenger? Both of these aspects did not suit the purpose of Prophethood as
faith involves a sincere acknowledgement of the Greatness of Allah and of the
credibility of His Prophet®*". If such an acknowledgement is received through
wealth, it will not render the person a Muslim.

Makkan Era was Devoid of Affluence

It is also proved that during the Makkan period of the Holy Prophet’s™"V life
was devoid of worldly riches, otherwise this objection could not have been
raised by the polytheists. Hence the claim made by the Shi‘ites that some of
the people had converted to Islam only for material gains in Makkah is totally
invalid. Moreover, even if an angel had descended it would have been of no
help to the infidels because they could not have been able to see or hear him.
And if the angel had appeared in human form they would have still maintained
the same objection. Had they witnessed the angels and heard them, the
condition of believing in the unseen would have been compromised. When
they refuse to accept the truth despite witnessing clear miracles and the noble
life of the Holy Prophet™*¥, how could anything else have convinced them?
Besides, the Holy Prophet®*¥ is Allah’s Messenger whose responsibility is to
forewarn mankind of the perilous consequences of evil and disbelief, so that
they could find ways of protecting themselves. The manifestation of miracles
and signs is purely Allah’s Domain who has Authority over everything. So the
infidels should dare to demand them from Him. In fact Aba Jahl did make
such a wish that if the Message conveyed by the Holy Prophet™>*" was true,
Allah may destroy them, which was duly fulfilled at Badr.

The infidels would also accuse the Holy Prophet™*Y of compiling the Qurén
himself while they were well aware of the fact that he was unlettered and had
never stepped into a school. For forty long years he had not spoken anything
the like of Quran. How could he suddenly begin to speak such unique words
which spelled out solutions to all the problems of mankind, acquainted man
with his Creator and constituted a literary masterpiece?

The Holy Prophet™*" must tell these infidels that if such a composition was
possible, they must invite their writers and poets and also their deities to join
hands and produce only ten Ayat similar to the Quran, comparable to its overt



and covert beauty and excellence, and laden with the blessings of both the
worlds. They should do it if they are true in their assertions. And if they and
their deities fail to do so it is itself a great proof that this Qurén is a treasure of
Divine Knowledge, which He has revealed to His Beloved Prophet™*,
Furthermore, it is also proven that Allah Alone is to be worshipped. As no one
can share any of His Attributes, so is He Alone worthy of worship. Therefore,
they must submit and embrace Islam.

However, if they do not accept the faith and continue to pursue worldly
pleasures, they must beware that whoever neglects Allah and seeks only this
world, Allah confines his sphere of activity to this world. If he does something
good, Allah pays him back in terms of material gains right here. The
Commentators have discussed this point at length as to whether this Ayah
applies only to the non believers or to the Muslims as well. In fact it applies to
the former, as seeking the world denotes the act of neglecting the faith in
pursuit of worldly gains. However, if the latter acts piously with an intention
to acquire only material gains from his good deeds, he is only a Muslim by
name because actions are based on intentions. All the ungodly religions have
one thing in common, that they all promise worldly benefits in retumn for
worship. Hence a person who verbally declares himself a Muslim, but his
heart is saturated with cupidity, to the extent that even when he does Sajdah
before Allah it is only to earn fame or wealth, he will be listed with those with
whom he shares this trait. Of course, eaming a livelihood within the
framework of Allah’s obedience is not prohibited. Moreover, those who covet
only material gains are given wealth or fame, power or health etc in return for
any good work done by them, but they are left with nothing for eternal life
except the fire of Hell. The world by itself is mortal and with it will perish all
their achievemen.; and the hard work they had put in to execute their plans.

There are only two nations in the world, the non believing and the believing.
So they can never be similar. The conduct of the believer is governed by
beliefs and ideology based on truth revealed by Allah while the non believers
have refuted it. The greatest evidence is the Quran itself, which the believers
recite and is unique in every aspect. It highlights the Divine Being and His
Attributes and discusses the Akhirah, the celestial world, the angels, Jannah
and Hell, as well as the accountability. If the non believers have difficulty in
the analysis of these facts, they may refer to the history of preceding nations
contained in it and the complete code of practical life including politics,
science and medicine. It has also foretold the future events, and no one has
ever been able to refute its contents nor produce anything similar, With all its



miracles, the Quran itself is the greatest witness to its own veracity. The
Divine Books preceding it, like Torah revealed to Prophet Miisa™, provided
the best guidance in their times. Reading and practising them was a source of
attaining Divine Mercy. A Muslim believes in all the preceding Divine
Revelations too. And the large number of non believers who deny the Quran
and the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™" must not be misled by their
worldly riches and remember that they have been promised Hell where they
shall eternally dwell. A believer must never harbour the slightest doubt in his
mind over the Quran which is based on truth and has been revealed by the
Almighty Allah. His Providence demands that every individual must bear the
consequence of his beliefs and actions. Hence the outcome of an infidel’s
disbeliefs and practices is Hell but most of the people are bereft of it.

Adopting Ungodly Religions is the Worst of Transgressions

No greater transgression can be conceived than the fabrication of a lie against
Allah, or to ascribe something to Him which is not ordained by Him. All the
ungodly religions are based on the same very concept. An imaginary deity is
accepted as the most powerful being, rituals are devised and considered to be a
source of pleasing it. Such people are indeed outrageously sinful. All those
who issue fanciful verdicts also fall under this category. One day all of them
shall stand before Allah and the eyewitnesses to their conduct will call out
aloud, identifying them as the guilty. They will testify that these were the ones
who invented lies over Allah. Amongst the witnesses will be the angels, the
earth, their own limbs and their actions personified. So beware that the wicked
will be accursed by Allah, which means that they would be deprived of all
aspects of His Mercy. It will be so because they hindered people from the Path
of Allah and led them astray and had no faith in the Akhirah. This lack of faith
in the Akhirah is indeed the main reason behind disbelief. Those who give
false verdicts in Din and introduce innovations and rituals therein also harbour
the same denial in their bosoms, though they do not express it.

Hence these transgressors will be taken to task at a time predestined, for they
cannot hide from Allah, nor can they find anyone’s help against Him. Rather
they would be tormented manifolds, for their own sins as well as the misdeeds
of all those whom they had misled. Allah gave them hearing power but they
failed to listen to the truth. He blessed them with eyesight but they failed to
behold the truth. They not only destroyed themselves but all their suppositions
and fabrications also proved a hoax.

Compared to these, the believers accepted the facts revealed by Allah and

conveyed by His Messenger™*" They gave their best in the execution of



Allah’s Commands while acknowledging their own humility, which means
that instead of imposing their personal opinions they submitted to the Will of

Allah and His Prophet™®*". They are the dwellers of Jannah wherein they shall
abide forever.

The two nations of believers and the non believers may well be described as
the latter being blind and deaf while the former having the power to see and
hear. This, of course, does not refer to physical state of these faculties but to
the state of the Qalb, which if void of the light of faith, makes a person blind
and deaf towards the truth, If the Qalb is enlightened with faith, cne cannot
only behold and hear the truth, but also believe it. And if one is fortunate
enough to benefit from the company of the accomplished and attains the
blessings of the Holy Prophet™", these faculties are enhanced manifold.
Verily, these two groups can never be the same. The difference between them
is not difficult to discern, if only one reflects.

Section 3
25.  And assuredly We sent Niih to qul,ﬂﬁ,‘_]lg__;mj sots
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

has been obscured to you, can
we make you adhere to it, while
you are averse thereto?

And O my people: | do not ask
of you any riches therefore; my
reward is only with Allah. And |
am not going to drive away
those who have believed; they
are going to meet their Rabb,
but | find you a people steeped
In ignorance.

O my people: who will support
me against Allah, if | drove
them away? Are you not
admonished then?

And | do not say to you that with
me are the treasures of Allah,
nor that | know the Unseen, nor
do | say: I am an angel. And | do
not speak of them whom your
eyes despise as those on whom
Allah will not bestow any good
— Allah knows best what is in
their souls. Verily in that case |
should be of the wrongdoers.

They said: O Niuh! Surely you
have disputed with us and have
multiplied the dispute with us;
now bring us that with which
you threaten us, if you be of the
truth-tellers.

He said: only Allah will bring it
on you if He will, and you will
not escape.

Nor would my good counsel

" profit you even if I wished to

give you good counsel, if Allah

@ ;’u*.lr ....--;g‘.-lt1

thulybuﬂd i

"-'.3" _;L_ _95;‘ Jp-g_‘J“j
@ ey &

’--""" - l--"'"-l"..ni'

EJE - ..-"' ::T
S R IRTTE P e

(1) &5 el

;_:rru..f, Fi:_g'l:,:-d..l_:-l.(].j_,ﬂ Y,
J’a;;-.ff-d-l'gjj ~_.J.'Hq";j_a’iy.?
t”r’l‘j !;h];v-; # .F qu

@ .:.«el.:u*oétaiaamﬁa

U SAEREELs B2 Aoi)e
@@wtm;&ay@uﬁtﬁh

i alﬂr..;;s:ﬁ:c:q:m

- - J‘iu:;

-r...- -:F'

R

_;”U"J:j &l

Ky

HL:

t...!.:__; ul

.r' .r-r..l- t"



wished to keep you astray. He is - a2
your Rabb, and to Him vou o
shall be returned.

35. Or do they say: he has fabricated L S F R T O E T
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and I am quit of which you are Cyaretlai s ity
guilty.
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Secrets of Revelation

The difference in the outcome of infidelity and faith can be witnessed in this
very world and is even endorsed by history. When Prophet Niih™® was sent
unto his people, he told them that he had been entrusted with the task of
warning them against the horrifying consequences of disbelief and
wrongdoings. He told them that the very thought of the logical outcome of
their conduct gave him the shudders, for indeed it was a painful doom to
which their ungodly beliefs would lead them on the Day of Judgment.

Humanity and Prophethood

The chieftains of his nation were infuriated by the Message conveyed by him.
They were in power because of infidelity, for they enjoyed a pivotal position
in the ungodly rites and rituals. When they saw their status being threatened,
they resorted to defiance and raising foolish objections against Prophet Nih™>.
They refused to accept him as Allah’s Messenger, and said that he was only a
human being. How could they believe in him as Allah’s Prophet, they said,
when he too slept, ate and drank like them. In their opinion, a Prophet™
should not have been human, whereas amongst all the creations only the
human race has been honoured and crowned with Prophethood. A Prophet™
is an exemplary human being. If people begin to compare him with themselves
and judge him by their own standards it is certainly not correct. Secondly, to
deny his being human is indeed a denial of the Prophethood, for Allah sent
Prophets™ unto mankind to convey His Barakah, and for this purpose He
selected His Messengers from the same species.

The other objection raised by the chieftains of Prophet Nith's™S nation was
that all those who believed with him belonged to the poor and the
downtrodden segment of the society whose opinion carried no weight. The
word Arzal means an abject person. In other words, for them the criterion for



nobility and sagacity was affluence, though the real vard stick of nobility is the
conduct of a human being, based on the beliefs he holds. In this context, the
abject or mean will be the one with ungodly beliefs. Imam Malik™"* was once
asked who was the meanest amongst people? He said: “the one who abuses the
Companions™", the benefactors of mankind, for having conveyed to it the
true faith.” The mundane affluence can never be a measure of honour for it can
be attained even by the non believers and practically by artful people, while
the light of faith drives out mean character traits. Ironically in today’s corrupt
society, the same standards of honour have crept in. The affluent is always
right and his opinion carries weight, though this criterion is necessarily of the
infidels. ;

The Islamic criterion is piety and adherence to Islam. The more a person
adheres to Islam the more respect he deserves, irrespective of the fact whether
he is rich or poor. This was also one of the factors that restrained the infidels
from accepting the Message conveyed to them by Prophet Niih™. They could
not reconcile with the idea of intermingling and worshipping along with the
downtrodden class. It is generally seen that the pride of affluence mars human
thinking, whereas the less privileged can often make better judgements. This is
why the initial followers of all the Prophets™ were generally poor. The rich
often tend to gather over worldly gains. The Roman Emperor Hercules on
receipt of the Holy Prophet’s®* letter had enquired whether his followers
were the rich or the poor people. Apprised of the facts he is reported to have
remarked that it was a historical fact that the first to believe in the Messengers
of Allah had always been the poor.

The third argument given by the People of Prophet Nah™ was that those who
embraced faith had not acquired any visible edge over them. Nor had they
been blessed with wealth or power or any other worldly favour. So why should
they accept the faith? They further asserted that whatever the Prophet™ said
was, in their opinion, not true. This attitude prevails even today, and most
people believe that by offering Saldt and fasting one rises above everyday
needs and should never face any worldly trouble. Whereas the gain and loss of
this world is distinct from and independent of faith and practices. This indeed
i§ the real trial. One is free to accept the faith or reject it while living within
the framework of this universal system. Had the acceptance of faith yielded
the results generally desired by the people, none would ever have resorted to
denial. But what value can be attached to such an acceptance, which is not
motivated by Allah’s love but cupidity?



Prophet Niih™ told his people that whatever he said was substantiated by
miracles and evidences both logical and historical, and he was blessed by
Allah. The light of Prophethood is indeed a treasure of Divine Mercy.
Whoever is blessed with faith, his heart becomes engulfed by Prophetic lights
and the ecstasy he experiences is unique, unknown to the deniers. Either they
had shut their eyes to the truth or because of their misdeeds Allah had denied
them the capacity to see. Hence there was no reason for him to impose the
ideology against their liking.

He further clarified that had he been putting up a hoax it would have surely
been motivated by some temporal gains and not for Allah, so had he
demanded any wealth or donations from them? It was certainly not so because
his reward was with Allah, Whom he served and Who is the Provider of
everyone. It was He Who had given them much wealth, but they opted to
deny. How was it proper then to drive away those who despite being poor had
embraced faith? The criterion for Allah to accept someone is not affluence but
piety. Those who have believed will retum to His Court on the Day of
Judgment rejoicing, whereas the arrogant would lament their choice.

The Treasures of Allah

Prophet Nith™ made it very clear to his people that he was only claiming to be
Allah’s Prophet; a fact supported by evidence and logic. He did not claim to
share any of His Attributes nor did he say that the Divine treasures were at his
disposal. He would never make such a claim being Allah’s servant and His
Prophet™. He Alone controls His universal system. This also refutes the
misconception held by many today that the Aulia’ possess the treasures of
Allah and can do what they want. The truth is just the opposite; the Aulia’ do
only what pleases Allah and are contented with what Allah does. They pray
only to Him, regardless of whether their supplication is answered or not.

Knowledge of the Unseen

Neither did he claim to have knowledge of the unseen, which cannot be
acquired through any means and is the exclusive domain of Allah. The
Prophets™ are only informed by Allah through Revelation, Ilham or llga’.
Hence their knowledge cannot be termed as knowledge of the unseen, What
they receive is information from the unseen. A Wali receives it because of his
devotion and adherence to the teachings of a Prophet™. And a Prophet™ need
not possess the knowledge of the unseen for he has to only convey the words
of Allah, and He Alone suffices as the Omniscient.




Aulia’ are Human Beings

Prophet Noh™ further declared that he had never claimed to be an angel,
above human needs or emotions. He was only Allah’s servant and Prophet™.
This also controverts the assumptions held by the ignorant that the Aulia’
belong to a different species and are beyond human needs of food and shelter;
therefore, they dwell in jungles. This is utter nonsense, for Aulia’ are the
people who lead a balanced life and are certainly not superatural.

Prophet Nuh™ did not agree with the affluent, who claimed that the less
privileged people whom they were not willing to pay any heed would also be
ignored by Allah. Allah knows the secrets of the hearts and blesses
accordingly. He examines as to who holds Him near his heart. Those who
have accepted His Message have at least established the basic connection with
Him. Now the strength of that connection varies with each individual and is
known to Allah Alone. It would be indeed unfair if he agreed to their
assumption that Allah would also deprive the poor believers. They should not
expect such injustice from him.

When they finally ran out of all arguments, they admitted that centuries had
gone by, but neither had he given up his propagation nor had they yielded to
his Message. Therefore, the only course open to decide as to who was on the
right path was to bring upon them the doom he had been warning them about.
He said that it was not within his jurisdiction for he was only assigned the task
to forewarn them over the good or bad results of their conduct. However, if
they had decided to invoke Allah’s Punishment it would certainly strike and
they would not be able to reverse it. Hence Prophet Nih™ invoked Allah’s
curse on them and his nation was destroyed by the Deluge.

He said that even if he was to keep on trying, his advice would not be of any
avail to them. They had reached an optimum level of disobedience whereby
Allah had incapacitated them to turn to Him. Indeed Allah is the Rabb
Whose Providence allows each tree to bear its own peculiar fruit. They also
have to stand in His Mighty Court for accountability. In other words, there
remains no room for reformation once the relationship between an individual

and Allah is severed. The same age-old allegation that the Holy Prophet**"
had fabricated everything was repeated by the polytheists of Makkah. This is
usual with all infidels, probably because of the resemblance of their hearts
with each other. So the Holy Prophet®*" is being instructed to give a similar
answer to the polytheists, that if his Message is fabricated they are at no loss
by rejecting it. Whereas he takes full responsibility for his actions, they must



remember that they too will have to bear the consequences of their deeds and
he will have nothing to do with it.

Innovations and Rituals

This proves that the rituals and innovations widely spread amongst the
ignorant have no roots in Shari‘ah. The Holy Prophet®*" has nothing to do
with them. Nor will he ever endorse such actions. On the contrary those who
fabricate and practise these innovations shall have to face dire consequences.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Section 4

And to Nith it was Revealed;
verily none of your people will
believe save those who have
believed already, so do not be
distressed at what they have
been doing.

And make vou the Ark under
Our eyes and Our Revelation:
and do not address Me
regarding those who have done
wrong; they are surely to be
drowned.

And as he was making the ark,
and whenever the chiefs of the
people passed by him they
scoffed at him. He said: if vou
scoff at us, we also shall scoff at
you, as vou scoff at us.

So presently you shall know on
whom comes a torment that
humihiates him, and on whom is
let loose the torment lasting.

Thus were they employed when
Our decree came and the oven
boilled over. We said: carry
thereon of every kind two, and
your household, save him
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41.

42,

43,

44,

43.

46.

thereof against whom the word
has already gone forth, and the
faithful. And these had not
believed with him save a few.

And he <auls cubark therein; in
the namc « \llah be its course
and its anchorage; verily my
Rabb is Forgiving, Merciful.

And it moved on with them
amidst waves like mountains.
And Niih called out his son, and
he was apart: my son!

He said: | shall betake a
mountain which will shield me
from the water. Nuh said: there
is no protector today from the
decree of Allah save for one on
whom He has Mercy. And a
wave intervened between the
two; so he was of the drowned.

And 1t was said: O earth:
swallow up your water, and
cease, O heaven: And the water
abated; and fulfilled was the
decree. And it rested upon the
Judi; and it was said: away with
the wrongdoing people.

And Nih cried to his Rabb, and
said: Rabb! Verily my son is of
my household, and Your
promise is the truth, and You are
the Greatest of rulers.

He said: O Noh! Verily he is not
of your household! Verily he is
of the unrighteous conduct; so
do not ask Me that of which you
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47.

48.

49.

have no knowledge. I exhort
you to be not of the ignorant.

Nih said: Rabb! | take refuge
with You lest I may ask You that
of which | have no knowledge.
And if You forgive me not and
have not Mercy on me, | shall be
among the losers.

It was said: O Nuh! Get you
down with peace from Us and
blessings upon you and the
communities with you. And
there shall be communities
whom We shall let enjoy
themselves, and afterwards there
shall befall them from Us a
torment afflictive.

That is of the stories of the
unseen! We reveal it to you; you
Knew it not, nor did your nation
know it before this. So be you
steadfast; verily the happy end is
for the God-fearing.
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Secrets of Revelation

Prophet NGh™ was blessed with a very long life and conveyed Allah’s
Message for centuries together. Many generations went by before his"eyes, but
his nation failed to accept the truth. Finally, Allah informed him that these
people would never accept faith. Because of their misdeeds, they had lost the
capacity to accept it and their hearts had been sealed, except those few who
had believed with him earlier. So Prophet Nuh™ had no need to be aggrieved
over what they did, for they would soon meet their deserved end. It was then
that he invoked a curse upon them as mentioned in the Quran: ‘O’ Allah!
Eliminate all the non believers from the face of the earth’, for disbelief had



become rampant in their successive generations, and nothing good could be
expected of them.

Industry and Muslims

So Prophet Nuh™ was commanded to build a ship according to the Divine
Revelation under Allah’s direct supervision. It meant that the construction
should be meticulous, in terms of measurements and assembly. This indeed
was the beginning of the ship building industry. According to the
Commentators all the inventions were taught through Revelation and were
initiated by one of Allah’s Messengers™. Quite a large number of these
inventions have been mentioned in the Quran However, people following in
latter times certainly improved upon them to suit their requirements. The
believers must, therefore, concentrate on industry and acquire knowledge of
latest technology, this being Sunnah of the Prophets™. In it also lies the key to
success in the world as well as supremacy over other nations. It was also
revealed to Prophet Nuh™ that a great Deluge would engulf the land and
destroy all the non believers. He was forbidden to intercede for them, as he
was likely to do so due to his overwhelming kindness. This makes one thing
clear that disobeying Allah not only ruins the hearts but also results in
deprivation from the intercession of Allah’s friends.

The people and their chieftains continued to mock at their Prophet™ as he
built the vessel. They laughed at the idea of building a ship in a place which
was arid, taunting that the old man was going to sail his ship on the sand.
Although every action of the people of Allah is based on wisdom, yet to those
deeply indulgent in this world it appears as absurd. Prophet Nith™ announced
that those who were making fun of him that day did not realise that they would
be mocked at by destiny the next day. And they would be reminded of when
they had laughed and would also see for themselves what he already knew
through Revelation. When the catastrophe would befall they too would know
as 1o who would be seized by Allah’s Wrath and condemned to an eternal
doom. This humiliation is not temporary. Those who are destroyed by Allah’s
Wrath are constantly tormented.

S0 when the appointed hour struck, water began to gush out of the Tanoor.
The Commentators explain that Tanoor denotes the surface of earth; though
literally it means height or a special type of oven for baking bread. All the
three versions appear proper because water gushed out from the entire surface
of the earth, from the heights and even from the hot ovens, which turned into
springs. Another explanation can also be deemed correct. Prophet Nih™* had
been informed that when water gushes out of the ovens, it would be a sign of



the promised Deluge, whence he should board the Ark along with his
followers and a pair of each of the species. Now as soon as the water began to
gush out, he gathered the believers from his own household, his followers as
well as pairs of animals and birds unable to survive in water and were
important for man, and boarded the Ark. Those destined to perish were left
behind. The number of people accompanying the Prophet™ was very small.
According to Hadhrat ‘Abdullah ibn-e ‘Abbas™" they were eighty people,
men and women put together. Amongst them were his three sons while the
fourth son and a wife perished with the non believers.

Prophet Nih™ told his fellow passengers to embark the Ark, which sailed and
stopped as ordered by Allah, the Provider, Who is Most Gracious and
Forgiving. In fact the smooth functioning of things is only because of Allah’s
planning. He created a variety of things in the universe and blessed man with
the intellect and wisdom. Man carves out bits and pieces from various metals
and joins them together to make amazing inventions which serve mankind.
Nevertheless, these inventions remain within the supreme control of the
Omnipotent. When He Commands them to stop functioning, they obey.
Rather, when He Commands them to reverse their normal actions, they readily
comply and cause damage instead of benefit. These facts are borne out by the
great inventions of the modem world. The difference between Islam and
disbelief is that a non believer gives the credit for every invention to himself
while a believer attributes it to Allah and displays gratitude over His Rewards.
The Muslims must, therefore, pay greater attention to exploiting all resources
made available by the Creator.

Relationship with a Prophet™

As the ship began to sail amid waves as high as mountains, those left behind
began to run around in search of shelter. Amongst them was also his son who
had not.embraced faith. Prophet NGh™ called out to him asking him to accept
the faith and come on board, as the condition for boarding the ship was faith,
not lineage. So it is a Divine Law that the only credible relationship with a
Prophet™ is the bondage of faith. However, if it is incidental to lineage, it is
simply marvellous. On the contrary without faith the bond of lineage carries
no weight.

Prophet Nuh™ tried to persuade his son till the very last moment to renounce
the company of the non believers, but the unfortunate soul said that he would
find shelter from the Deluge on the top of a mountain and would certainly
survive. The Prophet™ informed him that no tangible means could offer any
protection against Allah’s Grip. Mountains and heights can safeguard people



against routine storms, but this was a manifestation of His Fury and only His
Mercy could avert it, which can be invoked only by accepting His Message.
As this conversation was going on a gigantic wave washed him away. The
mountains which the non believers considered as refuge were also swept over,
with water rising above the highest of peaks.

When the non believers had perished and no one except those aboard the Ark
survived, Allah Commanded ihe earth to swaliow its water, and the sky to halt
its downpour. Mark here that the earth and the sky were ordered directly,
which shows that everything in the universe has a certain level of
understanding though different from that of human beings. Each creation
enjoys its individual relationship with Allah and is always ready to execute
any Divine Command it may receive. The normal flow of events is, of course,
programmed, but when Allah plans to display His Omnipotence, a direct
Command is given to that particular component of the universe in the heavens
or the earth - and it is complied with. In fact each and every atom ceaselessly
remembers Allah. According to the Quran there exists no such thing, which is
heedless of praising Allah. In short, the earth and the heavens obeyed the
Command and Prophet Nuh’s™ Ark came to rest upon Mount Al-Judi, while
the non believers were eternally deprived of Allah’s Mercy.

A mountain named Judi stands todate in Irag and is part of a mountainous
range, part of which is known as Ararabat. According to the scholars, it was

months before the Deluge subsided, the land dried up and the Ark came to a
halt.

Basis of Relationships and Nationality, and the Etiquettes of Prayer

When Prophet Nith™* invited his son to accept the faith, and board the Ark and
he refused, Prophet Nih™® prayed. “O" Allah! You had promised to save my
household and Your Promises are always true. Then how is it that my son, a
member of my household is drowning? You are Omnipotent and can bless him
with the capacity to accept faith and bourd the ship. And if You so desire. even
the waves can serve as a shield for him”. Allah answered: “O’ Niih! He does
not belong to your household, being evil in his conduct.” This highlights the
fact that a believer has no relationship with a non believer even if they are the
nearest of Kin. From the Islamic pomnt of view such relationships carry no
weight. The manifestation of this rule may be seen in the lives of the
Companions ™", who fought against their fathers and sons in the early battles
of Islam. The non believers are declared as a separate nation from the
believers even if they be blood relations, while the believers are termed as
brothers even if they be strangers to one another. Therefore, any classification



based on nationality, colour, caste or language 1s incorrect. Tribes only provide
an identity to people but division and animosity based on provincialism is not
permissible. Muslims are Muslims in the first place and then anything else.
The authority to choose the path of life has been delegated to man. Allah can,
but does not use compulsion in matters of faith, as this would be unjust. But
anyone seeking guidance with sincerity shall be duly reciprocated by Divine
Mercy.

In case of Prophet Nuh™, Allah’s decision refers to the evil conduct of his
son, whereby his heart had lost the capacity to accept the faith. This was in
Allah’s Knowledge, as every individual holds a personal and private
relationship with Him. Even the Messengers™, the Angels or the Aulia” have
no knowledge of the details of the link of a person with his or her Creator
unless they are informed by Allah. So He advised Prophet Nih™ not to pray
for matters of which he had no knowledge. Therefore, unless something is
known, it Is not proper to pray on the request of just anybody. Moreover, if it
is known or even suspected that the cause for which one is praying is not
good, one should not pray, lest he too becomes a wrongdoer. Similarly, praying
for the progress or rise to power of some people is also risky, as no one knows
how they shall behave thereafter. Nevertheless, it is recommended to pray for
their reformation and welfare. So Prophet Niih™® was told that he was far too
exalted to put forth such a request and an un-awareness of this kind did not
befit him. This indeed is typical of the innocence blessed to Prophets™ that
Allah instantly informs them over the slightest probability of an error.

Here the innate paternal love had compelled Prophet Niih™ to speak, but he
was immediately warned by Allah. Hence he pleaded and sought Allah’s
Protection against all such actions. He begged Allah to protect and forgive
him, for without His Mercy no human being can avert a mistake. Thus a code
of action has been laid down that to err is nothing unusual but one must seek
forgiveness from Allah with a firm resolve of never repeating the mistake and
beg Him for the capacity to stand by one’s resolve. He must never rely on his
determination alone. Human beings are often compelled by their natural
instincts and emotions to break their pledge. Therefore, Allah’s help must be

sought.

When water receded and the land became habitable, Allah Commanded
Prophet Nih™ to land on the mountain. On that very earth which had once
been inundated because of disbelief, Allah was promising His Prophet™
provisions, safety and blessings. He was being guaranteed protection against
calamities and an increase in wealth and progeny. According to the



Commentators, here it is proved that all those who came to inhabit the earth
after the Deluge were the descendants of Prophet Nih™ and his fellow
believers, and that is why he is also termed as Adam the Second. Here Allah
promises peace and Barakah to all the believers and the obedient until the end
of time. But from the fate of Prophet Niih's™ son, it must be clearly noted that
the promised bounties and protection is subject to faith and good conduct.

All those amongst his posterity who revert to disobedience shall meet a similar
fate as his own son. They will enjoy worldly pleasures within a given respite
but will eventually be caught up in punishment afflictive. “O” My Beloved
Prophet®*"! These are the ancient stories which were neither in your
knowledge nor were known to your nation. Neither did you attend any school,
nor hear about it from any priest or rabbi. It is indeed the information revealed
to you from the unseen with the minutest details of the events.” The Holy
Prophet’s™*" narrating this event with such authenticity endorses the fact that
he receives Divine Revelations. However, if inspite of such clear Signs some
unlucky ones choose to reject the Message conveyed by him, he must
persevere, as did the Prophets™ before him. Prophet N@ih™®, too, endured for
more or less a millennium. The Divine Law is that eventual success belong to
the righteous and those who fear Him.
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57.
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59.

They said: O Hud! You have not
brought us evidence and we are
not going to abandon our gods
for your saying, nor are we
going to be believers in you.

All that we say is that some of
our gods have stuck you with
evil. He said: verily 1 call Allah
to witness, and bear you
witness, that [ am quit of what
you associate,

With Him. So do plot against
me all together and give me no
respite.

| rely on Allah, my Rabb and
your Rabb; no moving creature
is there whose destiny He does
not control; verily my Rabb is
on the straight path.

If then you tum away, | have
preached you that with which |
was sent to you. And my Rabb
will set up iIn succession a
people other than you, and you
shall not be able to harm Him at
all, verily my Rabb is over
everything a Guardian.

And then when Our Decreel.

came to pass, We delivered Hud
and those who believed with
him by a Mercy from Us, and
We delivered them from a
torment rough.

Such were ‘Ad. They opposed
the Signs of their Rabb and
denied His Messengers and
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Secrets of Revelation

All Messengers™ Conveyed the same Message

In the same way, Prophet Hid™ was raised in the nation called *Ad, of whom
he was a prominent person. He conveyed them the same Message: Unity of
Allah and not to worship anyone save Him as He Alone deserves it
Moreover, he denounced the rituals they had adopted in the name of religion
for acquiring some temporal gains.

Propagation of Religion and its Reward

Prophet Hid™ said that he was exerting all his efforts in convincing his
people, who were physically very strong, without any fear or hesitation. Was
he in their view doing this in hope of any material gain or reward, he asked?
Certainly not! For the Prophets™ never expect any reward or wages for the
propagation of faith.

He told his people that no one as a rule ever makes any effort without
expecting some benefit out of it: how could then the perilous task of openly
refuting the heretic beliefs of such mighty disbelievers and proclaiming the
truth be undertaken without any expectation? Not at all. So what sort of a
benefit was he seeking when he had no desire to be rewarded by people? He
said that he expected his reward from his Creator, Who had honoured him
with Prophethood and assigned him the task of conveying His religion.

Repentance and Remorse are Imperative for being Honoured

The Prophet™ asked his people to seek forgiveness from Allah for their past
infidelity and follies and to pledge obedience for the future. The path of
compunction is indeed the way to receive more blessings and rewards. It
ensures a blissful life here as well as in the Hereafter. He told them that if they



complied, Allah would send boundless Mercy from the heaven and exalt
them further by increasing their power and prestige. But they must not tumn
away from guidance and head for destruction,

If only the Muslims today could take guidance from this Ayah, they can put an
end to the temporary sway enjoyed by the non believers, because honour
demands repentance. Unfortunately their minds have been perverted and the
Muslims are seeking progress and honour by copying the infidels. May Allah
protect us!

After listening to all the reasoning put forth by Prophet Had™, his people
argued that he had not put forth any substantial evidence worth consideration
and as such they were unable to abandon their gods because of what he said.
And they had no intentions of accepting his new cult. Rather, they thought his
teachings were all mixed up and made no sense. They added that he seemed
sick or possessed by some diabolic power, which had been imposed on him as
a punishment by their gods, whom he denied. This indeed is the effect of sins
that truth appears to be jumbled up while ungodly things are appreciated at
heart. Their attitude disappointed Prophet Hid™ to the extreme. He said that
Allah was his witness and they too should testify that he had nothing to do
with their polytheistic beliefs or their gods.

The Effects of Cognition

Prophet Hid™® challenged them to join hands with their deities whom they
considered more powerful than themselves and to do whatever was in their
power to harm him without giving him any respite. Such is the acme of
cognition that one is neither afraid of, nor expects anything from any worldly
power. This level of cognition held by the Prophets™® is exemplary and so are
their deeds. And those who, out of fear or greed, call the wrong as the right,
are deprived of Divine Cognition, no matter how pious they may outwardly
look. The Prophet™ said that he relied on Allah, Who was his Rabb, the
Creator and the Sustainer and also their Rabb. It was He Who had given them
all faculties, and is also Aware of the people’s actions. Rather He controls
every creation and only with His Permission can His creation execute their
plans. He said that most definitely his Rabb was on the straight path. It means
that to acquire His Pleasure one must strive for the truth and His Succour is
blessed upon piety and certainly not on wickedness. However, if they still
persisted on evil, he was absolved of their actions, as he had fulfilled his duty
of conveying them the Message revealed to him by his Rabb. And now it was
his Rabb Who would protect him, as confronting such a ferocious people



without any worldly resources and speaking out the truth is only possible if
one has complete trust in Him.

Effects of Beliefs and Practices

The incorrigible infidelity of the *Ad eventually led them to destruction while
Prophet Hod™ and his followers were spared by His Mercy. The beliefs and
practices of people alter the effects of things. The same conditions proved fatal
for the nor believers, and blissful for the believers. Inverse circumstances
were created simultaneously for two different groups. At a time when the
infidels were being thrashed by a fierce windstorm the believers were being
shielded by Allah’s Mercy. According to the Commentators the windstorm
was so fierce that it tossed and flung the people and animals up towards the
skies, loading the atmosphere with human cries.

Reverence and Obedience of Transgressors invoke Divine Fury

These were the ‘Ad who had opted to deny Allah’s Signs and had chosen to
disobey His Commands. They ignored His Messengers™ but preferred to
respect only the transgressors and took great pride in following them. This
proves that obeying the wicked and honouring the evildoers not only deprives
a person of Prophetic beneficence but also invokes Divine Punishment. This
was the crime which qualified ‘Ad for devastation and curse in this world,
with more disgrace to follow on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, O mankind!
Listen carefully that the ‘Ad had rejected Allah’s Message and had denied
their Rabb, so they were accursed forever. Although they were the clan of

Prophet Hid™, yet their disbelief deprived them of his Barakah and drove
them into a doom eternal.
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65.

66.

67.

68.

They said: O Salih! Hitherto you
were amongst us as one hoped
for. Do you foroid us to worship
what our fathers  have
worshipped? We are in
disquieting doubt regarding that
to which you call us.

He said: O my people! Think! If
| stand upon evidence from my
Rabb, and there has come to me
from Him a Mercy, then who
will succour me against Allah, if
| disobey Him? You then
increase me not save in loss.

And O my people! Here is the
she-camel of Allah, a Sign to
you; so leave her to graze at will
in Allah’s land, and do not
touch her with evil, lest there
may overtake you an instant
chastisement.

Yet they hamstrung her. Then he
said: enjoy vourselves in your
dwellings only three days -
prophecy sure to be fulfilled.

Then when OQur Decree came to
pass We delivered Salih and
those who believed with him, by
a Mercy form Us and from the
humiliation of that day. Verily
your Rabb! He is the Strong,
the Mighty.

And the shout overtook those
who had done wrong, so they
lay in their dwellings crouching.

As though they had never lived
at ease therein. Lo! Verily
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Thamid disbelieved in their 8 3,50 i
Rabb. Lo! Away with Thamiid.

TEERE

Secrets of Revelation

The Basis of Worship

The same natural rule and Divine Law was endorsed by Prophet Salih’s®
story, who was raised unto a branch of ‘Ad called Thamiid and was a
respectable member of that nation. His message was the same as conveyed by
all the earlier Prophet™ as well as by the final Prophet**¥, All of them invited
people to worship Allah Alone as no one save Him deserved worshipping.
The essence of worship is not merely to accept Allah as the Greatest Being
but to make him the focus of all hopes, after adopting all requisite means.
However, no means must be adopted or people obeyed at the cost of
disobeying Him. If others than Him are obeyed in His defiance it is the same
as worshipping them in His place. All the Prophets™ conveyed the same very
Message to the mankind and it proved to be the main reason for the animosity
they had to face. For it was not difficult for any nation to acknowledge Allah’s
Gireamness as they all held some concept of a Supreme Being. However,
hostility arose when the Prophet’s™ demanded that all hopes from others than
Allah be severed.

Prophet $alih™ 101d his people that it was Allah Who had created them, and
all the wondcriul qualiios they had were also bestowed by Him. He had made
them flourish on land, and blessed them with prosperity and prestige. But
ironically they were ignoring the reality and looking towards others than Allah
for the attainment of these blessings. He said that it was a grave crime for
which they must repent and vow never to repeat it, “for my Rabb is close to
everyone all the time”. He does not reject the supplications of people provided
they revert to Him with sincere intentions.

“My Rabb”

While addressing his people Prophet Salih™ used the term “My Rabb”
whereas Allah is the Rabb of every one. He said so because his people had
not yet owned Him. It is one of the signs of excellence of an accomplished
Shaikh that the seeker feels compelled to cry out “My Rabb”.



Difference Between Heart and Head

His people said: “O" Salih! Your childhood, adolescence and youth were
marked with excellence and we had pinned great hopes on you.” Since
Prophets™ are groomed in a special way, they enjoy a respectable status
amongst their people even before their raising. They reproached him for
forbidding them to worship the idols that had been worshipped by their
forefathers, It suggested that all their ancestors were off the track and had no
wisdom, whereas some of them had been very renowned. The same notion is
keeping the non believers and the Muslim pseudo-intellectuals away from
Islam today. In fact there is a lot of difference between the faculties of the
heart and the head. The renowned personages of the world may well acquire
fame for physical and mental achievements but the knowledge of Divine
Cognition arc revealed only unto the hearts of Allah’s Prophets™, They, in
turn, pass this gift on to all those who believe in them and strive to initiate a
spiritual link with them.

But the Thamiid failed to discern this fact and resorted to denial. They said:
“We doubt you and the Message you convey as well as your mental state. We
do not feel like accepting what you say.” The Prophet™ reiterated: “Do not
speak of traditions and since how long they have been practised but speak of
the evidence. My Rabb has enlightened my heart and blessed me with Signs
manifest, and has showered His Mercy on me to which I am inviting all of
you; and | wish to open to you the troves of this Mercy. Can you then imagine
that I would ever disobey Him by not conveying His Message to you? If I do
50, no one will be able to save me from His Wrath. So what you suggest, O’
people, is nothing but utter loss”. Yet they insisted that whatever he had put
forth was not convincing. They demanded that if he was truly a Messenger of
Allah Who was Omnipotent he must ask Him to let a pregnant dromedary
emerge from the rock and give birth to its offspring as a Sign. Prophet Salih™®
declared that surely Allah prevails over everything but whenever He
manifests a miracle demanded by people He destroys them if they still persist
on denial. So they must once again think over their demand. But they still
insisted and said that they would obey only if their demand was met.

Some Things Carry Barakah

So Prophet Salih™ prayed and the rock split, and out came a she camel
exactly as they had demanded. But it was a nation of the wicked and they
refused to accept the Message despite witnessing the miracle. Prophet $alin™
warned them against causing any harm to Allah’s she-camel, as its presence
was a shield against Allah’s Wrath. He said that when it would be no more,



they would certainly be destroyed. This highlights the fact that if Allah’s she-
camel can be a source of averting His Punishment, His faithful bondsmen
certainly carry far more blessings. But they did not pay any heed to the
warning. They hamstrung the camel and killed it. Prophet Salih™, by Allah’s
Command, informed them that they had only three days respite, whence they
would be destroyed by Allah’s inevitable decision.

The promised doom struck and the Prophet™ along with those who believed
in him were saved. An association with the Prophets™ and the noble is a
protective shield against punishment. So while the Thamid were being
humiliated and destroyed the believers simultaneously enjoyed His Mercy. He
is Omnipotent Who can make the same environment a venue of torment for
the defiant and of blessings for the obedient. Indeed He is Absolute and the
Mightiest.

The wicked were seized by a horrifying shriek, which arrested their hearts and
the next dawn witnessed them lying upside down, stone cold, dead in their
dwellings. None survived to dispose off their corpses. Their settlement was
razed to the ground and it appeared as if it had never existed. O listener!
Behold that the Thamiid opted to deny and disobey their Provider and were
disgraced and destroyed.

Section 7

69. And assuredly Our Messengers
came to Ibrahim with glad
tidings. They said: peace! He

said: peace! And soon he i

brought a calf roasted. @ |3
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People of Lit.
71. And his wife was standing by;

she laughed. And We gave her
the glad tidings of Ishaq, and
after Ishaq, Y*aqub.
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73.

74.
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76.

17.

718.

She said: O for me! Shall | bear
a child when I am old? And this
my husband is advanced in
years! A marvellous thing is
this!

They said: marvel you at the
decree of Allah? Mercy of
Allah and His Blessings be
upon you, O People of the
House, verily He is
Praiseworthy, Glorious.

Then when alarm had left
Ibrahim and the glad tidings had
come home to him, he took to
disputing with Us for the people
of Lat.

Verily Ibrahim was forbearing,
long-suffering, penitent.

Ibrahim! Leave of" this; the
Decree from vyour Rabb has
already come, and verily upon
them an approaching torment is
unavoidable.

And when Our envoys came to
Lit, he was distressed on their
account, and he felt straitened
for them, and he said: this is a
day dreadful.

And his people came to him
rushing on towards him, and
they were likely to work vices
before. He said: O my people!
Here are my daughters: clean are
they for you, so fear Allah and
do not disgrace me in the face of
my guests; is there among you

no man right-minded?
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80.
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82.

They said: assuredly you know
that we have no right to your
daughters, and verily you know
what we would have.

[lc safd would that 1 had

strength against you or could
betake me 1o a powerful
support!

They said: O Lut! Verily we are
envoys of your Rabb; they shall
by no means reach you. Go forth
you with your household in a
part of the night, and let none of
you look back save your wife.
Certainly what happens to them
will happen to her also; this
appointment is for the moming;
IS not moming near?

Then when Our decree came to
pass, We turned the upside
thereof downward, and We
rained thereon stones of baked

_ clay, piled up.

Marked from before your Rabb.
Nor are they from those wrong-
doers far away.

EEFEEN

A CA AR EA e el g L L
Jrin e LY

I R

Secrets of Revelation

The difference in the results of varying conduct and character is highlighted by
the incident of Prophet Ibrahim™® also, when Allah sent His Angels to convey
him the glad tidings of posterity. The same angels were also assigned the task
of decimating the People of Lit™ whose settlement was only twelve miles
away. As they arrived in human form, Prophet Ibrahim™® mistook them for
guests. After the exchange of greetings, he invited them inside and served
them with a roasted calf immediately.



Exchange of Greetings

It is obvious that in every nation the exchange of some pleasant words is
customary when people come across each other. Islam has, for instance,
prescribed greetings of mutual peace. The Holy Prophet>*" bade the believers
to address “Assalam-o ‘Alekum,” (peace be on you) to be answered by the
addressee by Wa *Alekum Asslam wa Ralmat Allah” (and to you too be peace
and the Mercy of Allah). This is not only a greeting but also a commitment.
People greeting each other in this way are reassured that they enjoy mutual
security and need not fear any harm from one another. It is also among the
etiquettes of hospitality that whatever is available to the best of ones capacity
must be served to the guest, in the best possible manner, and this is the Sunnah
of the Prophets™.

Information from the Unseen

Another reality brought to light here is that the Prophets™ inspite of their vast
knowledge, are dependant upon Allah’s Grace all the time and know only
what He reveals to them. Prophet Ibrahim’s™ guests were angels. Angels do
not take any meals, but he did not recognise them and served them food like
human beings. And when they refused to take it, he got worried as it was
customary in Arabia and Palestine not to eat on an enemy’s table. The angels,
however, informed him that they were Allah’s Messengers assigned the task
of destroying the People of Lut™. His wife laughed, probably over the haste
Prophet Ibrahim™ had shown in slaughtering the calf and having it roasted
only to find that his guests were angels. They conveyed the good news to the
noble lady that she was to be the mother of Prophet Ishaq™ and the
grandmother of Prophet Y*aqub™. In other words, she was informed about the
unseen from Allah through the angels. She was totally astonished for she and
her husband were quite old. She could not help expressing her amazement and
exclaimed: “Now when | have crossed the usual child bearing age as a woman
and my husband, too, is very old, how can we have children?” The angels told
her that there was nothing to be amazed at over Allah’s works for He is not
dependant on any means, rather He creates all means. Moreover, she had lived
in the Prophet’s™ household all her life and had observed so many miracles.
She had also witnessed hostile circumstances yielding favourable results; the
fire transformed into a garden, and the rulers put to shame. When he was
exiled, Allah gave him an abode. In fact, he was to construct Allah’s House
“for the entire mankind, She needed not, therefore, be surprised as Allah can
bless His Mercy at His free will.



Prophet Ibrahim™ was relieved to find out that the guests were not enemies
but Allah’s Messengers. He was delighted to hear the glad tidings of being a
father at the twilight of his age. And because of being extremely gracious and
tender hearted he couldn’t help interceding for the People of Prophet Lut™,
that they be spared the torment. He insisted so much that Allah reveals:
“Ibrahim began to argue with Us for the People of Lut.” Praise be to Allah,
how He pampers His beloved people! The statement itself is laden with subtle
Grace.

Prophet Ibrahim™® was told: “O My friend! It is too late. The time to repent
for them has passed. Their immorality has driven them to the inevitable
torment which is no longer reversible. They have to be destroyed”. The People
of Prophet Lut™ were the pioneers of homosexuality, that is why this heinous
act was termed as /awaiar. They had tumed so vile that even the strangers
travelling through their land were not spared by their lust. Allah sent His
Angels in the form of handsome boys to their settlement. As they arrived at
Prophet Lat’s™ House, he mistook them as guests and became worried that
his people would never spare them. The very thought of his guests being
dishonoured and insulted in his house grieved him. Over and above, his wife
who did not believe in him as Allah’s Prophet™®, served as a spy for the non
believers. She reported the arrival of the handsome young guests to the people
who mobbed their house, as habitual debauchery had by now become a
national trait. And when an evil becomes widespread in a nation people no
longer feel embarrassed about it. They boldly demanded that the guests be
handed over to them.

The women also gathered to see what was going on. So Prophet Lut™
addressed his people, pointing towards the women that these were the
daughters of his nation who were their legal wedded wives, so they must not
indulge in homosexuality. He bid them to fear Allah and not to insult him and
embartass his guests. They shamelessly replied that they had no interest in the
women at all, a fact well known to him. They threatened him to get out of their
way, otherwise they would use force. The Prophet™, extremely grieved by
this, said that if only he had a group of followers with him today he would
have certainly fought against them to rid the land of their wickedness. Seeing
his anxiety the angels came forth and reassured him that Allah never allows
His chosen people to be disgraced and that they were his party. They asked
him to get aside for the transgressors could not harm him any longer. They
said that as the night fell, he should prepare for an exodus along with all those
who believed in him. However, his wife would not accompany him for she
was not a believer and must share the punishment with the nation with which



she had shared her beliefs. The angels informed Prophet Lut™ that the next
morning would dawn upon his nation in an ominous manner and the doom
was only at a night’s distance from them. After all how tong could the night
be, it had to pass and the dawn was about to set in.

So the visitation began and they were literally thrown up side down. The Arch
angel Jibril™ uprooted their settlements which comprised four major cities.
He hauled them up to the heaven, hurled them back to the ground and then
pelted stones of baked clay, specially marked for each malefactor, eliminating
the possibility of anyone’s survival. It is a Divine Law that the doom always
lurks over the non believers and the transgressors. The form of punishment,
however, is determined by the conduct of the wicked. Therefore, even today,
all those who opt for disbelief and wickedness must not assume themselves
safe from Allah’s Punishment.

Section 8

84. And to Madyan We sent their
brother Shu‘aib. He said: O my
people! Worship Allah; there is
no god for you but He. Do not
give short measure and weight. |
find you in prosperity, and verily
[ fear for you the torment of a
Day encompassing.
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your Salat bid you that we
should abandon what our fathers
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whatsoever we will? You,
indeed! You are mild, right-
minded!

He said: O my people! Think, if
| rested upon an evidence from
my Rabb, and He has provided
me with a goodly provision from
Himself, shall 1 fail to deliver
His Message? | do not desire, to
do behind your back what I
forbid you. 1 desire only
reformation so far as 1 am able
and my hope of success is not
save with Allah; in Him [ rely
and to Him [ tum in repentance.

O my people! Let not the
cleavage with me incite you so
that there befall you the like of
what befell the people of Nih
and the people of Hiid and the
people of Salih and the people
of Liat are not far away from
you.

Ask forgiveness of your Rabb,
and turn to Him in repentance;
verily my Rabb is Merciful,
Loving.

They said: O Shu‘aib! We do
not understand much of what
you say, and verily we see you
weak among us; and were it not
for your tribe we had surely
stoned you, and you are not
mighty among us.

He said: O my people! Is my
tribe then stronger with you than
Allah? Him you have cast
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behind your backs neglected,
verily my Rabb is Encompasser
of what you do.
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your station, verily | am going to
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Secrets of Revelation

The story of Prophet Shu‘aib’s™ nation is also an episode from the same
series. He was deputed to the famous city of Madyan in Syria, of which he
was himself a native. The People of Madyan indulged in worshipping trees, as
is seen in the Hindu mythology even today. Their business dealings were also
similar to those of Hindus, for they never hesitated to cheat in weight and
measure. They would chip off gold from the gold coins and circulate them in
the market for full price.

A Trading Malpractice

Prophet Shu‘aib™ invited his people to worship only Allah, as no one else
deserved it. He called upon them to desist from dishonesty in weight and
measure when dealing with people, as Allah had blessed them with so much
wealth and prosperity. He warned them that usurping the rights of others by



giving them less in measure or weight is a crime, which diminishes the
blessings, while disbelief and polytheism invite devastation both in this world
and the Akhirah. According to Hadith those who are dishonest in
measurement and weighing are punished by famine and inflation. According
to scholars usurping the rights of others, or not discharging one’s duties
honestly fall in the same category. For instance, if a servant drawing salary
from the employer fails to attend to his job according to the terms of
employment, or if the employees in offices, hospitals and other institutions
show negligence, they are also guilty of the same offence. Such dishonesty
invokes punishment in the form of escalation in the cost of living, which can
only be averted by dutifulness and honest dealings. Today people are victims
of inflation but look for other solutions to get rid of it.

He told his nation that dishonesty in weight and measure was such an
enormous crime that it spread mischief all over the world. It is just as the
blood circulation reaches each cell of the body, fulfilling its requirement. If it
is stopped or blocked from reaching any part of the body, it degenerates.
Consequently the whole body suffers the ensuing pain. Or if any of the main
arteries of the heart is blocked, it causes sudden death. Similarly, when a
person’s rights are denied, either through dishonesty in weight and
measurement in matters of mutual dealings or by negligence in discharging the
assigned duties, the entire nation becomes diseased. Today we rot with ills
caused by our own dishonesty but woe unto the intellectuals who seek refuge
under Western democracy or socialism. For sure, the former is a splendid
sham, while the latter is the last and most horrid form of oppression and
tyranny. Alas! If only they could study the golden and celestial codes of Islam.

He further told his people that it was ironical that they considered themselves
to be honest and rightly guided inspite of indulging in disbelief and
polytheism. Whereas faith demands that one should be content with what can
be acquired through permissible and lawful means. That indeed is the best of
provisions. However, if it is adulterated by depriving others of their rights, the
associated blessings are also replaced by affliction. He warned them that if
they did not give up their sins, he would not be able to help them in any way.
He could not force them to mend their ways, nor could he rescue them if they
persisted on evil. They resorted to sarcasm towards his piety and Salat. They
questioned why he refuted their ancestral religion and objected on how they
spent their own money, whereas they had an absolute right«en their
possessions. Since Prophet Shu‘aib™® was an extremely devoted worshipper,
they passed venomous remarks on his worship and believed that worship and
mutual dealings were two entirely unrelated things. Today also the pious
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segment of the society is advised to concentrate on their worship, and not to
bother about the politics or other affairs of the country. But it must be
remembered that after faith, the most important concern is mutual dealings,
followed by individual worships. 4

P#sonal Conduct

But they insisted that a noble, sagacious, and virtuous person like Prophet
Shu‘aib™ need not bother about the malpractices of others. Since the lives of
the Prophets™ are exemplary, their childhood and youth stand out from the
rest of the society in goodness and virtue. Even the infidels acknowledged the
perfection of their character. Therefore, the reformers and the saints must
exhibit an exemplary character, which can be very effective for the purpose of
preaching.

Prophet Shu‘aib™ informed them that he himself was the first one to reject the
malpractices from which he forbade them. They ought to have known that his
words did not contradict his practices. He was not indulging in malpractices to
amass wealth while preaching them not to do so. They must know very well
that Allah had blessed him with the best of provisions: wealth, knowledge,
wisdom and the light of Prophethood. He had also blessed him with miracles
as clear evidence and he only desired to reform them so that they could lead an
honourable life in this world and win eternal bliss in the Akhirah. And as far
as he was concerned, he was going to put in all that he had in order to
accomplish his mission. They could neither deter him by pleading nor by
force. Whatever he had was purely due to Allah’s Blessing. He exerted all his
energy and power in Allah’s obedience and it was only Him that he relied
upon with his heart and soul. Andbar (turning to) is in fact that most secret
resolution of the heart whereby it decides where to associate itself and as a
result, one’s entire practical life is moulded accordingly.

Hostility to Prophets™® and Aulia Invokes Allah’s Wrath

He warned his people that mere prejudices against him must not drown them
deeper into the sin. Such an attitude shall invoke Allah’s Wrath, as was
suffered by the People of Prophets Nuh™®, Hid™ and Salih™°. The ordeal of
the People of Lit™ was also recent and provided ample lessons for them to
renounce their wickedness. Besides, persisting on sin only to oppose the
nobles in order to fail them in their mission or to vex them openly invites His
Punishment.

He advised his people to seek Allah’s Forgiveness from the core of their
hearts and vow never to commit these sins again, as He is very Clement and
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Merciful and loves His bondsmen. He would certainly forgive them, he said,
and grant them the capacity to stay away from evil in future. All they had to do
was to turn to Him and seek His Forgiveness. But alas! History repeats itself
and sin strips the heart of its understanding, rendering it deaf, dumb and blind.
It then fails to accept anything good. So finally they told Prophet Shu‘aib™*
that whatever he had said did not make any sense to them. They did not see
anything remarkable about him. He was an ordinary and humble human being
whom they tolerated only because of his tribe, in order to maintain peace in
the society. Otherwise they would have stoned him to death publicly as in their
eyes he enjoyed no significance.

He remorsefully announced that they were indeed unfortunate for they
respected his clan and had no regard for the Almighty Allah, Whose
Prophet™ he was! And they must remember that his Rabb is fully Aware of
their deeds and is Omnipotent over everything. He could seize them whenever
it pleased Him. So if they had decided to defy him, they were free to persist
on their misdeeds and wait for His Decision. And it would soon be clear as to
who suffered by His Punishment and was destroyed. This would also prove as
to who the liar was, so together they must wait for the hour.

In the end, Allah’s Punishment struck. Once again, while doom gripped the
non believers, Allah’s Mercy was being showered on the Prophet™ and his
followers. Thus Prophet Shu‘aib™ and those who believed in him were
delivered while every soul including his abode perished as a result of an
awfully shrill cry, leaving behind morbid remains of their settlement, as if
these had never been inhabited. Listen carefully O’ people, that the dwellers of
Madyan were afflicted in the same way as the Thamud had once been.

Section 9

96. And assuredly We sent Misa
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Pharaoh was not rightly-

directed.
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98.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

He shall head his people on the
Day of Resurrection, and cause
them to descend into the Fire, ill
Is the descent descended!

And they were followed in this
world by a curse, and so they
will be on the Day of
Resurrection, ill is the present
presented!

That is from the stories of the
cities which We recount to you:
of them some are standing, and
some mown down.

And We wronged them not, but
they wronged themselves. So
their gods whom they called
upon besides Allah did not avail
them in anything, when there
came the Decree of your Rabb,
they added to them nothing save
perdition.

Such is the overtaking of your
Rabb when He overtakes the
cities while they are wrong-
doers; verily His overtaking is
afflictive, severe,

Verily herein is a Sign to him
who fears the torment of the

Hereafter. That is a Day
whereon mankind shall be
gathered together, and that is a
Day to be witnessed.

And We defer it not but to a
term determined.

The Day it comes no soul shall
speak save by His leave; then of
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them some shall be wretched & 1—;1'-3&1
and some blessed.

106. As for those who shall be s A e e AR
wretched, they shall be in the L,{-:P__gul‘_fbii- SUIAH
Fire, there for them shall be oy § 4o .7
panting and roaring. } O

107.  They shall abide there so long as T ;.
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will. Verily your Rabb is the
Doer of whatever He intends.

108. And as for those who shall be I P
blessed, they shall be in the L"’-‘-‘fﬂ"“‘ird-"'.ﬂ J\L‘i_,&
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will a gift unending.
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their fathers worshipped before; 2 oit apr 2
and verily We will repay them (A ot
their portion in full,
undiminished.
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Secrets of Revelation

As for Allah’s Mercy, He is so Clement that He did not even ignore the most
arrogant and relentless disbeliever, the Pharaoh. Allah assigned Prophet
Miisa®S the task to ask the Pharaoh to give up his misconduct, seek
forgiveness from Allah and acknowledge His Greatness so that he may be
forgiven. And Prophet Miisa™ was not sent empty-handed, but with clear
Signs — a Divine Scripture and evident miracles, which humbled the royal
magicians. He invited the Pharaoh and his chieftains who worshipped him to
Allah’s Message but neither of them accepted. The chieftains opted to follow
the- Pharaoh’s decision even though it was an evil one. Consequently, the
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Pharaoh shall lead all of his followers on the Day of Judgment into Hell,
which indeed is a tormenting place. He earned nothing but curse in this world,
and disgrace in the Akhirah. What an evil deal have they chosen for
themselves, and what a tormenting and horrifying fate they have met!

Regpunﬁibility of the Leader and the Follower

It can be clearly understood here that a leader - whether a saint, a scholar, or a
ruler - must adhere to the teachings of the Holy Prophet®*¥, and lead his
followers onto the right Path, otherwise he will not only ruin himself but also
his followers. Similarly, it is incumbent on the followers to follow their
spiritual mentor or the ruler only if his actions are endorsed by Shari‘ah, and
not to be subdued merely by his personality or personal opinions. If the leader
goes astray, he must be rejected, but not the Shari‘ah. Otherwise the followers
would also be ruined both in this world and in the Akhirah. May Allah protect
us!

These are the accounts of preceding nations, full of admonition. These are the
true historical facts about settlements and habitations, of which remnants are
still there but without any trace of their dwellers. Such ruins can be seen in
Egypt and other places, while some settlements were completely wiped out.
This doom was their own choice, for Allah is far too Gracious to do any
injustice to anyone. People wrong their own selves. Allah repeatedly sent His
Messengers™ to them, inviting them to His Mercy but they resorted to carving
innumerable idols, ranging from trees to stones and from rituals to vain
desires. But when the Divine Affliction struck, which was a logical outcome
of their conduct, their deities could not rescue them. Rather it was these very
idols that caused their destruction.

When the Almighty seizes the oppressors, He does it with intensity. Their
tyranny annoys Allah and invokes tormenting and painful punishment. All
these events of the past are admonitory indeed but only for those who have
faith in Allah and the Akhirah. It is a warning for those who desire to be
spared humiliation on the Day when all mankind shall gather before Him: the
Day of Reckoning for everyone!

If that Day has not come yet it does not mean that it will never materialize. He
has appointed the time for it according to His Prudence. It will certainly take
place when that ominous moment arrives. All those who argue about it shall
be petrified and no one shall be permitted to utter a syllable without His
Permission. The believer and the disbeliever, the noble and the evil, all shall
assemble on that Day. The infidels will be condemned to Hell wherein they
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shall suffer forever, wailing and crying. And as long as the earth and the
heavens, which means that as long as that Realm exists, they will burn in Hell
because of their disbelief. No one can deliver them except Allah as He is the
Master of His Will. No one can compel Him to do anything. If it pleases Him,
He may redeem them or may even undo the entire set up of Hell itself.
Nothing is beyond His Omnipotence. However, He has decided not to go
against His Own Decisions. Hence Hell will exist eternally and will continue
to echo with the wailing of the infidels. O’ Allah! Mercifully protect us
against such a horrid fate!

And those who believed in and obeyed Allah shall be admitted into Jannah
where they will abide forever by His Will and Pleasure, and His Favours
know no bounds. When He plans to let someone rejoice, He does it in a big
way. It is indeed difficult to perceive it through words, for it can only be
experienced. Therefore, O” Reader! Do not pay heed to what the infidels say,
nor be influenced by their fabrications. Do not harbour the slightest doubt
about His Greatness, for their beliefs are baseless, polytheistic and concocted
by their ignorant forefathers. And soon they will have to confront the
consequences of their evil conduct with no chance of a compromise.

Section 10
110.  And assuredly We gave Book to L g o AT VR e e
: . b el 2

Miisa, and disputation arose }:’ i S ”L'i" +
thereabout; and had not a wnrfj P;:“ ;f,.] f; i f: ’fjj
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are  concerning that in
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112,  So stand you straight as you R N T A )
have been bidden, you and k¥ S A ;Léju}igpﬁﬁ
whoever repented with you, and @; o Rmg e
do not be arrogant, verily He is
Beholder of what you work.
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113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

And do not lean towards those
who do wrong, lest the Fire
should touch you, and you have
no protector besides Allah nor
you would then be succoured.

Establish you Salat at the two
ends of the day, and in some
watches of the night; verily
virtues obliterate vices. That 1s a
reminder to the mindful.

And be patient you; verily Allah
does not waste the wage of the
well-doers.

Why were there not among the
generations before you owners
of wisdom restraining others
from corruption on the earth,
except a few of those whom We
delivered from among them?
And those who did wrong
followed that in which they
luxuriated, and they had been
sinners.

And your Rabb is not one to
destroy cities wrongfully while
their inhabitants were men of
rectitude.

And had your Rabb Willed He
would surely have made
mankind of a single community;
and they will not cease differing.

Save those on whom your Rabb
has Mercy; and for that He has
created them. And fulfilled will
be the word of your Rabb:
surely I will fill Hell with the
Jinn and mankind together.
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120.  And all that We recount to you pocd . pAEwE. s Kyzhs
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admonition to the believers.
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Secrets of Revelation

Allah blessed Prophet Misa™ with His Book, which indeed contained His
Own Words, and words always reflect the qualities of the Speaker. So the
people should have dedicated themselves to the attainment of its knowledge,
in order to rekindle their hearts by its light. But they reacted in accordance
with their temperaments as Allah has granted man the wisdom and the power
to {:hgose. Some of them accepted the Divine Message while others outrightly
rejected it. It was a great violation by His humble creation totally dependant
on Him for sustenance. Had He not determined a Day of Reckoning for all
mankind, He would have seized them instantly and decided their fate. These
unfortunate people harbour doubts over the very occurrence of the Day of
Reckoning. This doubt is the root cause of all waywardness in the world. But
that Day is not very far away, whence Allah shall punish all those who had

disbelieved in His Message prior to the raising of the Holy Prophet®**, and all
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those who refuted him, his teachings and the Qurén after that. Allah indeed
is well Aware of their conduct.

So the Holy Prophet®*" must stand firmly on Allah’s straight path as
commanded and all those who have turned to Him, following the Holy

“Pmphet‘s"“' are under His direct Observation. This is the Ayah about which
the Holy Prophet®*V had remarked that it had aged him. According to
Hadhrat Ibn-e-‘Abbas™*" the reason why he said so was this very Command
for strict adherence.

Steadfastness

This term refers to standing up straight, in without tending to lean on any
side, not only in action but also in intentions deep in one’s heart. It means
that a person must tread the path defined by Allah with such ardent love and
sincerity that deviation becomes unbearable, and the very thought of
violating His Orders dies in him. This is the state termed as Fana fi Rasul
and Fana fi Allah, according to one’s order of precedence. And the output
of these meditations is also the aforesaid sincerity of intention in the
practical life.

The root of every disorder in the world is deviation from adherence. This
deviation includes all distortions attempted in Divine Commandments. The

alterations may be in the basic tenets, or in the Unity or Attributes of Allah,
or in the laws laid down by Him; whether people do it out of sheer
devotion with straight intentions or out of blasphemy, they will be equally
misguided.

Similarly the limits of exultation of the Messengers™ and their love and
adoration have been laid down by Allah. If anyone attempts to raise or
lower their status, such as to ascribe thim partners in the Divine Attributes,
he shall be thrown astray.

The Holy Prophet™*¥ has, therefore, exhorted the believers to abstain from
innovations because a person may mistake them for Din and practise them in
the hope of winning Allah’s Pleasure, while the result is just the opposite.
Therefore, a person must validate his beliefs and practices by comparing
them with the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™*". If these are not endorsed by
the Sunnah, he must abstain from them. This adherence and steadfastness on
the right path is imperative in every sphere of life, be it beliefs, mutual
dealings, morality, economics or politics. Any staggering shall lead to
wickedness. The Commentators have listed a number of events in
explanation, which are omitted for fear of distraction.
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The Command to “transgress not”, further defines steadfastness. It stresses
upon the believers not to exceed the limits given by Allah in any matter nor
show any inclination towards the transgressors; those who violate these limits.
If any believer leans toward them in defiance of this Command, he too shall
share the Hell with them. Any friendship with the transgressors at the cost of

displeasing Allah will deprive a Muslim of all help. And whoever is rejected
by Him is indeed left alone.

What is Inclination towards Transgressors?

To be influenced or impressed by those who disbelieve or disobey the Holy
Prophet™" invites eternal misfortune. This influence includes even the
mildest inclination towards them, or any affection, or to follow them because
of being impressed by them, or to put trust in them. Qadhi Baidhawi asserts
that wearing an appearance like the non believers, for instance by shaving the
beard, dressing up like them or by adopting their fashion and lifestyle, is
strictly forbidden. Similarly, calling on the evil rulers to gain some worldly
benefit is a source of eternal deprivation, especially for religious scholars.
According to Tafsir-e-Mazhari, no scholar is more likely to face Allah’s Wrath
than the one who visits an oppressor for a worldly gain. This Ayah not only
forbids inclination towards disbelievers but also disallows any affinity with
the innovators with equal vehemence. The quintessence of the Din is to live
within the limits of Allah and to have no affiliation with the defiant.

Virtuous Conduct Neutralizes the Effects of Evil Deeds

The Holy Prophet®*" is being instructed to bend in Sajdah very frequently and
offer Salat, so as to further strengthen his relationship with that Beneficent
Being. No one is of any consequence save Him. It is a Divine Law that piety
not only leads to Allah’s Nearness but also erases past sins. A good deed
burnishes the heart removing its stains and darkness generated by misdeeds,
and rekindles it with the love of Allah. This, however, is a great news only for
those who wish to seek guidance. Moreover, perseverance must be
concomitant to piety. There must remain no such misconceptions that
practising piety will avert worldly turmoils. Had this been the case, no one
would have ever given up virtue. In this world the pious and the evil go
through similar circumstances. They all experience health and sickness,
affluence and poverty, friendships and enmities and the upheavals of time.
However, the difference is that the hearts of the righteous are not touched by
anxiety or despair. Therefore, patience is imperative, as the rewards promised

247



on piety and good conduct are never wasted. Eventually it is piety which
becomes the stepping stone to success.

Piety Refers to Noble Deeds and Restraint from Mischief

The nations that were erased could have been saved had there been amongst
them pious people trying to restrain the rest from evil and mischief. It means
that piety is not restricted to Zikr or worship alone. Worship must be
substantiated by inviting others to piety and urging upon them to restrain from
evil so that mankind can be saved from Allah’s Wrath and is entitled to
receive His Mercy. But unfortunately the noble were always few in those
nations and thus could not deter them by force. The wicked majority refused
to accept the Divine Message, continued to indulge in sin and they were
eventually destroyed. The noble minority was, however, saved by Allah, for
He does not harm the settlements of the righteous. It is indeed human
transgression which invokes destruction.

Why Allah did not make Everyone Pious

Some ask why Allah did not make everyone pious? Firstly, had Allah planned
to do so He could have undoubtedly done it. But human beings would then
have been nothing more than a type of angels. An angel executes Divine
Commands incessantly but his status remains stagnant because he is
programmed to obey. Whereas Allah has blessed man with understanding and
wisdom and has given him the option to choose between this glamorous world
or the splendour of His Grace and the warmth of His Nearness. Given this
choice, different people acted differently. Some rejected all temporal pleasures
in pursuit of His Nearness and Beauty while others preferred mundane joys
over Him. Those among former who persevered on their choice were blessed
by His Mercy as it reaches out to those who seek it. The very reason for
creating mankind was that there be a creation which would, love Allah by its
own choice, and have the courage to renounce everything in His Pursuit. Of
course, it was in His Knowledge from the very beginning, and He had |
revealed it, that many Jinn and humans would fail to achieve the goal of their
creation and end up as fuel for Hell. And Allah shall fill up the pit of fire with
them, as it is the fate they would have deliberately chosen.

All these accounts pertaining to the Messengers™S of the yore and their relics
are only revealed to the Holy Prophet™**¥ so that he may be at ease. He should
realize that it is a Law of Nature that when people are given the freedom to
choose, their decisions do vary. They cannot possibly gather on a single
choice. Therefore, he may feel comforted after knowing about the incidents of
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the Prophets gone by, and the grief he feels for the disobedient may be
mitigated. Another advantage of revealing these events is to convey facts to
people and not mere fables, so as to admonish them and to warn the believers.
Let those who are not ready to accept the truth, do whatever pleases them. The
Holy Prophet®™" and the believers will continue to execute Allah’s
Commands, and together they wait for His Decree, which will settle
everything.

All the secrets of the earth and the heavens are in His Knowledge and all
matters within His Power. In other words, He Knows everything and can do
whatever He wants. Hence the Holy Prophet™*" must continue to worship
Him, for every action of life is done either in worship or in defiance. Faith
demands His Worship under all circumstances which is only possible when
one puts complete trust in Him. In trust lies the secret of obedience and
submission. For if the hopes and trust are associated elsewhere then certainly
that thing would be the one who would be worshipped. Allah, the Provider, is
certainly not oblivious of the Holy Prophet’s™*" devotions and is watching
very closely.
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