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they owe to others? Unfortunately they have never given this a second thought. The staff
that calls a strike for its rights will ironically be seen drinking tea and chit-chatting
during office hours while so much work is left pending. In our schools, the curriculum
that can be taught in three months is not even completed in a year, yet the teachers draw
the salary. Similarly the shopkeepers simply want to earn more and more money without
ever being contented or having a thought for giving some respite to the customers. So
nobody wants to do his duty, which is the right of some of his fellow being. For instance,
when a clerk does not fulfil his duty diligently, then the rights of so many lie buried in the
files that haven't been attended to, many bills need to be passed whereby people may
draw their salaries or other dues, in the absence of which they are forced to postpone
many of their plans. A doctor demands his rights, but is he fulfilling his duty honestly? Is
he treating his patients conscientiously? So when a person does not care about his
responsibilities, then his rights are also not safeguarded, as his rights, in turn, are the
responsibilities of others. Whereas, it is the right of the students of Dar ul-Irfan to
progress, it is my obligation as the head of this institute to train them and instruct them
to the best of my ability. If | fail to do my duty then they will be deprived of knowledge.
Forsaking our duties and merely demanding our rights will never get us anything,

because all of us are sitting on the rights of one another.
In the eyes of Islam, a human being is the one who has the courage to forgo his right, but
is extremely conscientious about his duties towards others. Unfortunately, we have
re-versed this order and only demand our rights, whereas we should forgo our rights
hoping that this action of ours may earn us clemency and be a source of atonement for
our follies. Each individual must strive to lead a life in which he follows the footsteps of

the Holy Prophet-SAWS with utmost sincerity, and thus be a member of the Humanity.
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or his children do not offer their obligatory prayers (Salah) or do evil, then he will be held
responsible for all this, as he deserted them in violation of the responsibility entrusted to
him. Moreover paying ultra importance to an isolated obligation, whereby all his energies
are directed in that cause; for instance a person may always be seen offering prayers,
but if on the other hand he is not working honestly at his workplace for which he
receives a salary, then what good will that excessive worship earn him?

Wilayah does not mean isolation or segregation from society, rather all the
accomplished Aulia (saints) in the past not only conveyed the Prophet's-SAWS
teachings, but also his-SAWS Barkaat (blessings) to the mankind. They were always the
ones who lived a mundane life, raised children, fulfilled their obligations in devout
compliance to their Prophet-SAWS and thus became the source of delivering Islam in its
pristine form to generations. Whereas the ones who themselves failed to maintain a
balance could not pass it on to others, the person cannot hold himself together he
cannot convey it to others. One cannot pin hopes on a person who cannot even stand up
to offer a shoulder to lean on. Strangely enough such imbalanced people, who lead an
incomplete life and cannot not handle their affairs and obligations are taken as
Wali-Allah in our society. Ironically this concept is totally in contrast to Islam, and the
Quran has attributed this opinion to the infidels. This concept of excellence was held by
the infidels that the Prophets-as should not lead a mundane life rather have a lifestyle
which is super-natural. Allah rejects their opinion and says that all the Prophets-as and
Messengers-as sent hitherto, lived a normal life and though some of the Prophets-as
were also the-rulers, and some were affluent yet they employed means for making a
living, rather than being a burden on the State’s treasury. Allah made such re-sources
available whereby His Prophets-as were not dependant on the treasury rather they
earned their living through lawful means.

Similarly Wilayah means that a person recognizes his duties. A common feature of our
national life is protest rallies, strikes and congregations in demand for rights,
somewhere it is the clerks demanding their rights, or the doctors want their demands to
be fulfilled, or the teachers call a strike, or the shopkeepers announce a shutter-down
strike, or the public transporters call it a day off. When asked why, they all give the same

reply that they want their rights! But they must be asked whether they are fulfilling what




Unfortunately, a similar misconception is held about sainthood (Wilayah) amongst

public, and they believe that saints or Aulia are some super-natural creation that lives in
seclusion in the jungles, have no urge to eat or drink, have no family or social
intefactions. The question arises that had the Aulia been such a species, what good
could they possibly do to mankind? There is a wide range of species of the natural
inhabitants of the jungles, so if some human beings opt to live there, how can it be taken
as an excellence? If a person does not participate in any sector of social interaction, he
does not deal with anyone, then where will he demonstrate the nobility in his character?
How will he prove that he is honest? How will the level of his truthfulness be measured?
How can he endorse the im-portance of trustworthiness in the society? If he fails to do
so then standing up all night in offering supererogatory prayers (Nawafil) will not avail
him, as Allah is in no need of his Nawafil. It is true that our beloved Prophet-SAWS spent
long hours in worship through the night, but can anyone else claim to accomplish the
participation in public, social, political, economic, religious aspects of life the way

he-SAWS did? No other human being can even imagine such activity!
Let us view a single aspect of the noble life of our beloved Prophet-SAWS, spent in
Medina Munawwarah which spreads out over a decade; during this period approx.84
battles were fought altogether between the believers and infidels. Some of these battles
are called Ghazwah, meaning the one lead personally by the P'i!‘ophet-SAWS, while some
are called Sar'ayah, for which the Prophet-SAWS appointed a cc;mmander. who acted as
his-SAWS deputy. Our country ever since it came into existence has witnessed two
‘major wars, one in 1965 that lasted for a fortnight, and one in 1971, but ironically the
nation hasn't recovered hitherto from the impact. The inflation, and other lapses are all
attributed to the wars, so the question is that if we haven't recovered yet from two wars,
isn't it a formidable task to lead a nation through 84 wars within 10 years to emerge as a
progressive prosperous and accomplished leader of the world? The establishment of the
foundation of an Islamic world against the entire infidel community,land in the process
encountering the infidel might, and at the same time listening to each and every
believer's personal problems, guiding them on matrimonial matters, suggesting names )

for their new-borns. Moreover training each and every individual personally regardless of

his calibre, from a beginner to an erudite scholar, and then simultaneously leading them
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religious institute may not find the time or need for pal:ticipating in other worldly affairs,
thus fails to contribute in any other sphere of the society. All the above situations denote
a shoﬂcomiﬁg; while excellence would mean that a person leads a mundane life, and
toils for providing means of sustenance for himself and to those dependant on hi’m. By
far it is more obligatory to give the rights oth-ers enjoy on us in daily life than the mere
performance of hajj. This includes the rights of parents, of siblings, spouses, children
and the society in general. It is important that a harmony is maintained and no deliberate
shortfall committed in this context. It is not nec-essary that others will reciprocate, but
one must always, keeping in mind the Omnipres-ence of Allah try his best to perform all
his duties, which he owes to all around him. Hav-ing done so, if he can also offer a lot of
Nawafil, it is highly commendable, but it must be remembered that Nawafil can never
substitute obligations and one must exert to fulfil all the obligations levied upon him.
The Prophets-as of Allah therefore always lead a life which meets the highest standards
of humane excellence, whereby they engage in all human endeavours, such as earning a
liv-ing, having a household, eating, drinkind etc and concomitantly they convey the
message of Allah to His creation. The Prophets-as thus evolve a complete society and
lead the peo-ple on the right path. The Last Messenger-SAWS of Allah, is assigned with
an unparalleled responsibility, and thus his-SAWS contribution is also unmatched, as
after his-SAWS annuncia-tion, he-SAWS offers guidance to the entire mankind and
informs them about the perils en-route, and the ones who wish to follow are offered a
comprehensive guidance. This is the duty entrusted to the Last Messenger-SAWS of
_ | Allah.

The objection raised by the infidels about him-SAWS leading a mundane life is being
rejected by Allah with the reasoning that the Prophet-SAWS is not the first one to be sent
as His Messenger, there have been many before him-SAWS, and- even the infidels claim
to be the followers of some of them. For instance the Quraysh of Makkah claimed to be
the fol-lowers of Prophet Ibrahim-as the Jews claimed loyalty to Prophet Musa-as, and
the Chris-tians to Prophet Isa-as. The Quran says that all those Prophets-as also
consumed food, moved around in the markets and lead a normal mundane life. A

Prophet's life is never segregated from the mainstream of human activity; rather it is

adorned with the highest human values.
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employing un-lawful means to- fulfil his needs is like an animal. Living in total
" submission to Allah, having no physical or social needs, and being in a constant state of
Allah's remembrance is only typical of angels. Blending these two characteristics
together in perfect harmony will make humanity, which is a status far exalted than both.
A human being is trained and groomed in order to inculcate humanity in him, by the role
models of humanity i.e. the Prophets-AS of Allah. The most perfect example, the most
exalted role model is the noble personage of the Last Messenger-SAWS of Allah. On one
end the exultations enjoyed by him-SAWS are beyond the imagination and access of
angels, yet on the other end we see him leading a worldly life that offers practical
guidance to the entire spectrum of mankind, from a king to a shepherd. His-SAWS life is
a perfect example of a normal wholesome life whereby every individual can seek
guidance and do whatever he is best at doing, without any inconvenience or pretence.
Many scholars have discussed the people who forsake their obligations as a whole, and
pursue only one of these as a passion. For instance, some dedicate themselves to the
pas-sion of performing Hajj every year, and in order to arrange for the expenses may
borrow money, or sell off their property depriving their families of sustenance, their
children of education and their parents of service and care. When Allah has ordained
Hajj only once in a lifetime, then what will a person achieve by performing it fifty times at
the cost of neglecting so many duties towards others? Similarly, some people are very
fond of offer-ing supererogatory prayers (Nawafil) in abundance and excel above the
common man. However if all other obligations such as earning lawfully, raising children
are neglected and orly Nawafil are offered, it is nothing commendable. Our
Prophet-SAWS also offered Nawafil in abundance, but when we look at his personal and
public life we find him-SAWS to be concomitantly the head of an extended family, the
leader of the entire Ummah, a legislator, a jurist, a commander-in-chief, and a guardian
of the Islamic State. Managing such a wide range of engagements and yet leading a
normal life is the excellence enjoyed singularly by the Prophet-SAWS, nobody else can
possibly achieve this perfection; rather we end up dedicating our entire energies to only
one aspect of life. For instance, a person heading a large family finds himself totally
entangled in the affairs of his kith and kin, or a person holding a high office finds no time

for his family and yet cannot claim that he is working par excellence. A person running a
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because they, despite being human, possess only animal existence.

When a human being is blessed with the light of Iman (Faith), and is fortunate to avail the
company of the noble people, a process of transformation starts within him, which
sub-dues his biological or animal instincts and overwhelms him with angelic attributes.
Whereby such habits begin to inculcate in him that are typical to angels, for example to
eat less, sleep less, talk little, mind one's own business, worship and remember Allah,
obey Allah's commands. Now these are angelic attributes, but to become an angel is not
the destination of a human being; rather, the apex of excellence can only be achieved by
man when he becomes a real human being. All such people whom you find on the Path,
who lost consciousness of worldly affairs, did not interact with public, and never uttered
a word except some form of Allah's Zikr, are infact those who couldn't complete their
training and in the process got stranded in the acquisition of angelic attributes. Now,
gen-erally people take them as extremely accomplished saints, and the evidence to their
excel-lence is again their super-human endeavours, sleepless nights spent in
prostration, no in-clination for food or social interaction etc. Although these are angelic
characteristics, but to become an angel is not the destination of man.

The destination of man is to be human, so then what is a human being after all?
Humanity is that a man progresses beyond the angelic attributes and leads a
commonplace worldly life in which he experiences the animal instincts, has
relationships, likes and dislikes, and then he knows how to handle all of them in the
most perfect manner. He recognizes the rights of everyone, his family, friends, even
enemies, fellow citizens, country, and dili-gently discharges his duty towards all of them.
Living with all these liabilities, and striv-ing for their fulfilment is a normal animal life,
whereas fulfilling all these in compliance with Allah's and His Prophet's-SAWS orders is
an angelic trait, as the highest angelic trait is obedience to Allah's commands. The
angels, Quran tells us, never disobey the commands they get. When the biological
instincts are overwhelmed by the angelic attributes then a person adheres to Allah’s
commands in all of his affairs. He fulfils the rights of his kith and kin, community and
nation as a whole, in a way his Allah and His Prophet-SAWS want him to do.

So when the angelic a‘nd animal attributes co-exist in a person in this manner, he

qualifies to be rated as human being. A person living without any compunction about
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The Destination of Mankind
Translated Speech of
His Eminence Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
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9 June 1990

At the time of the Holy Prophet's-SAWS annunciation as Allah's Prophet, the infidels
were of the opinion that if he is a messenger from Allah, he should be someone with a
super-natural Iifestyle_, distinct from the ordinary human ways and beyond the access of
a com-mon man. For instance, the Prophet, in their opinion, should not feel the urge to
eat or drink, or undertake worldly tasks like an ordinary man. They also expected an
angel to escort him, who would announce his Prophethood before the masses, and that
heavenly treasures should have been sent down to support his mission, whereby he
could have dis-tributed it amongst the people and also enjoyed himself, and gardens that
appear miracu-lously, be laid down for him. However, they saw none of their
aforementioned criteria befitting the Prophet-SAWS; rather they saw him possessing all
human attributes and also participating in all activities of life. They found nothing
supernatural in his lifestyle, so they concluded that he. was under a magic spell, which
had affected his mental capacity, thus making him say what he claimed. Allah says,
'behold what examples they coin for you. The comments made by these infidels are
blatantly blasphemous, and their opinion about you has lead them astray, and if they
hold on to this ideology, they can never be guided to the right path.' If we don't indulge
into a long discussion, we can understand this concept easily. Every human being born
into this world is dominated by biological needs. This is why, despite having no
knowledge, he does make an effort to maintain his physical self. An infant cries for milk,
needs sleep and comforting. So the sense to cater for this physical or animal existence
is present in every man almost as soon as he is born and this may remain dominant if he
is not brought up properly or remains void of Iman, or remains in evil company. Thus for
the rest of his life he lives dominated by his animal instincts. This is why Allah has
labelled all those who have failed to believe in Him and obey Him, or have failed to

develop a connection with His beloved Prophet-SAWS, as people worst than animals,
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