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prived ol the light and they no longer could benefit from it Thus they were lelt to wander
aimlessly in the wilderness ol ignorance.

Deat. dumb and blind they will not turn back.

They can neither see nor hear. nor speak. When their inborn capacity to receive guidance
was lost it paralyzed their senses. They can neither speak nor hear. and when the senses
are lost there is no turning point for them. They continue to pursue their evil ways. They
are like the people stranded in a rainstorm attended by wind and thunder. Scared of death.
they plug their ears against thunderclaps. But how can this tutile planning save them [rom
Divine Wrath. as they stand surrounded by Him. They take a few steps. but stand still in
the intervals between the blinding flashes of lightning. totally helpless like a waytarer
caught in the thunderstorm in a dark night.

Similar was the conditiog of mankind when the Holy Prophet SAW appeared. lashed
upon it as the light. and ied it in the right direction. Whenever these hypocrites pay heed
to the Holy Prophet SAW. they feel inclines towards virtue. But when their inborn dark-
ness overtakes them. they remain standing dumb founded in the pit of their waywardness.
[Had Allah willed. He would have deprived them of their eyes. ears and all the faculties.
Sinee they failed to see and hear the Holy Prophet SAW. why should they be allowed to
have eves and cars at all? And Allah is All-Powerful to do so. This world is a trial and a
respite for a period ordained. If a person opts for the right path. it is for his own good:
otherwise he is free to spend his life as he pleases. Such free lancers will certainly be de-
prived of their faculties in the Akhirah and will stand on the Day of Judgement as deaf,
dumb and blind. In the Hell they will bray like dunkeys. an outcome of their misdeeds.

['his is invisible to the physical vision now. May Allah protect us!
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But litle do they realize that their eynicism may be the greatest folly with Allah. Indeed.
iLis the darkness of their souls. which drives them to speak such words. When told to be-
lieve and act like the Companions RAU. their response is always negative. To them the
Companions RAU are funatics. who do not act wisely: while they wish to accept the Holy
Prophet SAW. but act in their own ways. Are they not indeed foolish? Certainly 1t 18 very
foolish to take one’s own intellect as one’s guide. against the Divine Guidance coming
through the Holy Prophet SAW. Wise are the ones who consider their own wisdom of no
significance before the sayings of the Holy Prophet SAW and adhere to his teachings. For
they realize that disobedience to his is the greatest of all follies. Those who disagree with
the Holy Prophet SAW. whether in belief or conduct. are not only foolish but also 1gno-
rant: for knowledge means perception of the reality. otherwise it is downright 1ignorance.

When they meet .. only making fun”

When the hypocrites meet the believers. they declare their fidelity to Islam. But when
they revert back to their chieftains. they confess their loyalty to them. adding that they
were just joking with the Muslims. With this description of the duplicity of the hypo-
crites. their chieftains have been called devils. In other words. all those who invent paths
contradictory to the true faith and try to misguide people. play the role of the devil.

Allah himself nocks them.

[t means that Allah disgraces such hypogrites by giving them respite. which drives them
further into the abyss of ignorance. They apparently rejoice over their sly duplicity
through which they enjoy the benefits of Islam. and at the same time manage to evade
situations demanding sacritice. They fai} to understand that the real gam lies in sacrific-
ing. Blessed indeed is the person whose faculties. schedules and wealth are dedicated to
the Cause of Allah. On the contrary. the hypocrites are the people who have bartered
waywardness for guidance.

These are they who have tradgd error for guidance.

Error and guidance are two opposite attitlides. which cannot co-exist. Divine Guidance 1s
the basic human need. Whosoever opts tor waywardness indeed rejects guidance. Here is
a point to ponder for today’s erroneous society, which practically contradicts Islam and
yet considers itself to be on the right track. Rather, it tries to combine guidance and error,
which is absolutely impossible. The hypogrites are at utter loss in their bargain.

They are like the one who kindled a fire.

They can be compared to a people who lost their way in the wilderness on an eerie dark
night. Bewildered. they lit a fire. which illuminated the surroundings. But Allah snapped
its luminosity. leaving them in total lurch. Man by nature. is a seeker of guidance. Before
the advent of Islam. the darkness of ignorance prevailed all over and people wished des-
perately for a light to shine on their way. Then dawned upon them the light of the Revela-
tion that illuminated the entire environment! But the ingrates could not value it. were de-
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And whien thevare wold: * Do not meake mischief .. inproving things

\nd when the hypocrites are told not to create trouble in the land. they say. that they de-
siee correction. This Avah sets o standard for mischiel and reformation. I no limits are
laid dowin. exen a dacoit does not consider 1 himselt mischicvous. rather. MLI\\ Justifica-
Lon for J‘i\ actions, P
Creator ol this universe. Allah has termed those who inwai dly oppose Islam. as mischief-

crsonal opinions do not matter. unless the verdict is given by the
mongers.
The Reality of Mischict

Relormation is thus synonvmous o the precepts and practice of the Holy Prophet SAW
i all matters. whether worship or mutual dealin 1gstas followed by the Companions RALL

And anything contrary to this will fall under the category of mischicl. For example. Salat
Lll Fajr has two obligatory eveles. If someone offers only one it is not correet. And if he
offers three. the third would nullify his other two as well, Thus. the standard of all nund—
ness and IL.fHImdlll!H is the Holy Prophet SAW himself, Whosoever dis: terees with him in

my matter i1s-indeed a mischiel monger, Many celebrities have lived in !nslm\ and every
nation has its huum ds @ souree of pride. But how many of them have left a final word on
any issue? Not even one! They cnacted laws. laid down rules and regulations. which sub-
sequenthy they themselves amended. proving that man-made laws always suffer from
Haws. The Holy Prophet SAW is the only one. who fourteen centuries ago. eave a Divine
Code of Life. a law. a secial structure to mankind. which is so comprehensive and com-
plete that neither 1 time could render it obsolete. nor could any thinker present anything
better. The ways lluum by the Holy Prophet SAW to do things. are in reality the best.
There can never betdny better wavs of doing thi ngs: rather a deviant will be a mischief
monger. no matter how good he might think of his actions.

Now see the situation [rom another perspective that whatever the P rophet SAW said was
practically acted upon by the Companions RAU. In other words. the practice of the Com-
panions RALI is the most agrecable and pleasing presentation of any action. Thus any one
opposing them will be mischievous. This indeed is the criterion of reformation and mis-
chief: otherwise the hypocrites too claim to promote reformation. But Allah declares
them as mischiel mongers. though they fail to understand that e ery action produces a
twofold effect: firstly. the outward and the short-lived. secondly the inward and the eter-

nal. Outwardly. the illegitimate food eliminates hunger and may not cause IHLIIULHIIUH el-
ther. but m\\cudl it creates a darkness. which not only darkens the Qalb. but also alfects
the surroundings 1o an extent. Similarly. every action in accordance with the Sunnah gen-
erates a light. and becomes a source of illumination and virtue in the environment. But
every action in contravention of the Sunnah creates darkness and becomes a source of de-
struction in the society. This is what “mischief on-land” means. and (he ignorant otten
term it as reformation. but they reality cannot be altered by merely switching names.

nd'when they are told: “ Believe as the others .. as the fools believe? ™
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20, The lightning almost takes away their sight. Whenever it gives them light, they
walk therein, but when darkness grows on them they stand still. And it Allah so
willed. e could take away their faculty of hearing and seeing, Indeed Allah has

power over eversthing.

The Secrets of Revelation
ldentification of a Hypocrite

Anothet kind of disbeliel Far more damaging. 1s hypocerisy. The frst five Avat of the See-
tion praise the believers. the next two explain disbeliel while the lollowing thirteen dis-
cuss hypoerisy to highlight this menace. Just as the hypocrite 1s more harmiul. so is the
punishment for hypocrisy fur more severe than plain disbelicll The hy pocrites will be
confined to the lowest levels in Hell even below the infidels. This is because they only
pretend to believe in Allah and the Day of Judgement. They try o deceive Allah. but how
can they do it? They pretend o be Muslims but inwardly are enemies of the believers.
Thus deceiving the sincere believers is in reality an attempt to deceive Allah,

he term those wha helieve refers w the Companions RALUL and the worst non-believers
were those. who in spite of taking Shahadah. failed to develop any relationstip with
them. and were jealous of the progress and prosperity of the Muslims. It is said here that
this conduct of the hypocrites is not harming the believers but is being disastrous for their
own sehes. They just deeeive themselves unwittingly. This means that the love lor the
Companions RAL or sincerity (owards them is a criterion of & person’s faith: atherwise
despite taking Shahadah. he w i1] remain a hypoerite. And il he openly disparages them he
becomes a non-believer, It is an open secrel that all the pretenders of the Islamic taith
have invariably targeted the Companions RAU for criticism. These may either be deners
of Hadith or the pretenders of Prophethood. who wanted. without exception. o interpret
the Quran in a way that would serve their purpose. This could not be achieved without
repudiating the Companions RAU who were the living interpretation of the Quran. Tlie
Companions RAU Jearnt the Quran directly from the Holy Prophet SAW. acted upon it in
his presence and obtained his endorsement. So now any preacher of infidelity in the guise
ol Islam has to begin with raising objections against them. which indeed 1s the greatest
proot ol hypoerisy. Some fallacious sects have not only resorted to abuse the Compan-
Tons RAUL but have also given'it the status of worship. They are indeed a mixture of dis-
beliel and hypoerisy. because of holding common traits with the disbelievers and the
hypocrites. This is because their hearts are maligned and a diseased heart cannot absorb
love. it rather develops the stinks of jealousy and malice. As a result. their opposition 1o
the believers urows stronger by the day and Allah increases their disease. The hostility
Lo ards the Aulia is indeed hostility towards Allah. and failure to repent results in Divine
Condemnation. Alas! If man. so caring about his body, would only have paid some atten-
Gon 1o his spiritial health too. and looked for a healer. who could reform and enlighten
his heart! But when the hearts remain alflicted. a painful doom is the natural conse-
quence. In short. the standard or vardstick ot belief and conduct are the Companions
RAL . and their contradiction is dow nright hypoerisy destined to a grievous retribution.
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ASRAR UT-TANZIL
AL-BAQARAH"
(THE COW)

Section 2

And of people there are some who say. “We believe in Allah and in the Akhirah™.
But they do not really believe.

They deceive Allah and those who believe. But they deceive none except them-
selves. and they perceive it not.

- In their hearts is a disease and Allah has increased their disease. And grievous is

their punishment because of their persistent lying.

And when thev are told: Do not make mischief on the earth™. They answer: “We
arc only improving things™.

. They are. without doubt. mischief mongers. But they realize not.

. And when they are told: “Believe the way others believe™. they cynically reply:

“Should we believe as the fools believe?” Indeed it is they who are the fools, but
they know not.

- And when they meet those. who believe. they assert: “We Believe”. But when

alone with their devils, they say: “We are actually with you, we were only making
fun™.

Allah (in return) mocks them and allows them to wander blindly in their trans-
gression.

[t is they who have traded guidance for error, but neither their trade has brought
them gain, nor have they found guidance.

. They are like the one who kindled a fire and as soon as. it lit up his surroundings,

Allah took away their light and left them in utter darkness. wherein they cannot
see.

. Deaf. dumb and blind, they will not turn back.

- Or it is like a rain laden cloud from the sky. in it is darkness. thunder and light-

ning. They press their fingers into their ears to block out the thunderclap. in terror
of death. And Allah surrounds the non-believers.
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