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A Memorable Speech

of
His Eminence Shaikh Allah Yar Khan(RUA)

(Published 1n al-Murshid, September2002)

Iranslated by Dr. Aslam.S. Qureshi

. don’t intend making a long speech’ nor is much time available. I only
wish to give you some advice, take it to heart. The first thing to understand
Is the purpose of our visit to this place.We don’t come here to see these
walls, this land i1s not ours nor is this sky, nor do we come here to visit the
tomb. We don’t’ compare this congregation with the fortnightly or
monthly gathering at Munara or Chakrala.We have no other aim, neither
here not there, except the achievement of Divine Pleasure, and we also
observe that people are greatly benefited here. Secondly, this is a
unanimous belief of the Ahl- e Sunnah wa al- Jama’ at that, beneficence
can be drawn from Ruh.The Ruh is alive; its death is only its
disconnection from the body. This is called its extinction. Ruh has a
beginning, but no end (Ruh’s extinction is ephemeral, its existence
eternal). Ruh, 1itself does not die, the phenomenon of its disconnection
from the body is termed as death. It is an established belief that extinction
or death would not overtake some of the created objects. Paradise and Hell
would never perish; similarly, the Guarded Tablet, the Chair and the

blessings of Jannah, such as the Hooris and Boy- Servants would not
expire.

We come here of our own accord. Now, understand the reality of graves
also. If someone sits beside a grave for a full hundred years he won't
receive any beneficence, unless he establishes a connection with that Ruh
through a Shaikh. This link with Ruh can only be established through a
living person. There are thousands of veils between him and the Ruh. We
consider the grave as only a small heap of earth, but innumerable veils exit
between them and us. There should be someone to lift these veils, take the
seeker there and establish the connection. Beneficence starts flowing only
after this linkage. Here, it is important to understand the phenomenon of
drawing beneficence. Shaikh is the most important prerequisite in this
process. I was at Nowshera, when a religious scholar visited me. He is a

200305 <>




www.nagshbandiaowaisiah.com
B L TN e LR R s - U S e

scholar of high eminence and is teaching Hadith at Akora Khattak since
long. He asked two questions. “Can beneficence be drawn from a Ruh in
grave, in the absence of any shaikh?” I replied in the negative. “How then
did you draw it.?” | said, “someone has given you an incorrect
information. I went to a living person. My teacher, who established my
connection with my shaikh. It is thorough him that [ received the
beneficence.” “Fine Now, what is the difference between an Arif (Gnostic)
and a Zakir?” I said, “There is an established Principle to analyse a logical
connection. Every Arif is a Zakir, but every Zakir is not an Arif. Then. a
Zakir does not necessarily require a teacher or Shaikh. He can do zikr, at
his own, for a whole lifetime. But it is mandatory for an Arif to associate
himself with a shaikh. He cannot do without one.”

A Zakir cannot move without the shaikh. He has to follow his shaikh to
stages of the Path like a blind man who follows the guide holding his
white cane and leading him on a path on a riverbank. The blind man would
exactly follow in the footsteps of his leader and would never dare to step
aside, because he knows that one slip would drown him in the river: he
would be torn to pieces and eaten by crocodiles and fish. He, therefor,
shows complete adherence and follows exactly in the footsteps. Or, like
the blind man who is following his guide on a mountaintop; he too would
follow exactly. He knows very well that a single slip would cost him his
life and he would be devoured by beasts and birds. The Shaikh has to be
similarly followed in Tasawwuf. For example, a person flies a kite from a
mountain or his housetop. It may rise very high, but if its cord breaks it
would fall, entangle in trees, be torn and perish. Why? Because the cable
between the kite and the flyer has broken, the contact is lost and the
connection is cut off. However,the kite does not fall instantly; it continues
to circle for a while and crashes down ultimately. When connection with
shaikh is cut, the seeker travelling in the highest stages of the path would
start falling gradually and crash finally. Adherence to shaikh is as
important in tasawwuf as adherence to a doctor’s advice in sickness. A
Patient cannot afford to ignore the medicine and food prescribed for him
by his competent doctor, after thorough examination. Similar is the case of
a seeker.
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After this, understand the attributes that are mandatory for a shalkh
because people have been ruined on this account. They have destroyed
themselves by following every ignorant, delinquent, irreligious person.
The first pre- requisite of a shaikh is that he should be a scholar. Not that
he should have only i« - ' »ooks, but he should be a learned person. The
Companions didn’t read books, they only memorised what came forth
from the blessed lips of the Holy Prophet-SAWS. The shaikh should have
knowledge of the basic religious issues. He should know what is permitted
and what is prohibited; what is right and what is wrong. He should also
know the religious beliefs. Remember, this excellence 1s not found in any
other sect except the Ahl-e sunnahrwa al- Jama’ at. No body in the world
can claim that this is found in their sect also. It simply doesn’t exit
anywhere else. I have seen the other three sects as well. There 1s greater
enlightenment and more sufis in the Hanafis. The Shaikh sould be a
scholar and not uneducated. Bai’ at the hands of an uneducated person is
not permitted; both, the one according the Bai’at and the other taking i,
would be wrongdoers. The second condition for the shaikh is that he must
adhere to the sunnah. He must atiend to the mandatory (Fara’ idh),
obligatory (Wajib) and sunnah worship. Although it is not necessary, but
he should offer the voluntary (Nafal) worship. He should offer. Nafal
prayers, Tahajjad as well as Awabin. He should guard his Qalb, but
according to a unanimous opinion of the scholars, the first two attributes
are more important. He should be an expert of his specific branch of
knowledge. It is not necessary that he should be more pious and virtuous
than his disciples. We know that Qazi Sahib (An illustrated student of
Hadhrat Ji-RUA) alone would outweigh the whole Jama’ at in piety, that 1s
but obvious. Howere, this is not a pre-requisite for the shaikh. He should
be master of the knowledge that he is expected to teach, and should not
create problems. Then, he shouldn’t possess ‘Ima’. Ima means the habit of
changing loyalties. If he sees a strong party, he starts following it; after
couple of days if he discovers an other party he joins it, and if he comes
across someone who appears better, he starts going after him.

The holy Qur-an has laid down four conditions for a shaikh: first, he
should be hardworking and strong of effort(remove of effort) like a camel.
second, his aim and mission should be sublime and high like the sky; third,
qe should be stable and firm like a mountain, four, he should be modest
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and humble like the earth. If you find such a shaikh, become like the dust
touching his feet; become like the lace fastening his shoes. 1 have educated
you on these principles. Here, I observe certain acts that are against the
respect for shaikh and thus cause damage. The seeker shouldn’t keep
looking constantly at shaikh’s face. The second thing that I would like to
say i1s that. One has to follow the advice of doctor; else one would either
die or never recover. The greatest problem of this age is that knowledge is
extinct. Knowledge of Tasawwuf does not exit. Its scholars are gone and
people have denied it. There is none to cure, none to guide. Read the Qur-
an from beginning to end, It detaches a person from this world and
attaches him with Allah. It inspires him to connect directly with Allah.
The Message of all one hundred and four Revealed scriptures 1s contained
in these four Books. Message of these four Books is contained in the Holy
Qur- an. Meaning of the whole Qur-an is contained in surah al- Baqarah.
The whole Surah al- Baqgarah is summarised in Sura al- Fatihah. The
meaning of surah al- Fatihah is contained in ‘Bismillah’, and the whole
message of Bismillah is contained in the first letter ‘ba’. Why were
prophets sent? What was the purpose of appointment of Prophets? The
purpose of this appointment was to deliver mankind, which has broken
away from Allah and been possessed by the satan, from stanic clutches
and reunite it with Allah. Its purpose is to reconnect whole mankind with
Allah, Mission of the whole Qur-an is to divert human attention from the
world and link him with Allah.

There are some who deny Tasawwuf and think it sufficient to believe only
in the existence of Allah. It is like a fox trying to break, with its mouth-
blows, the chains that are restraining lions. Onlv that person, who is
destined to be deprived, would deny a blessing. Thec: ¢ «re some who have
denied Tasawwuf, other who fell for apparent glamour. Masses got
fascinated by colourful display and failed to differentiate between those
who can really colour and others who only sell paint. They could not
distinguish a doctor from a druggist; they could not tell a patient from a

physician. They could not diagnose the disease. Know that most of them
have a sick Qalb.

Tasawwuf has three stages. The first 1s Zikr-e Lisani (Oral Zikr). One may
recite Allah’s Name with one’s tongue, may glorify Allah, and may recite
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‘La Ilaha ill LAllah’, darood sharif or Istighfar. This stage is like grinding
and preparing a medicine. It is not Tasawwuf yet. Medicine cannot show
any effect unless it is taken. The second stage is doing the Lata’ if. It
amounts to taking the medicine. The cure has now begun. Third stage 1s
that of the stages of the Path. It signifies that the patient has taken the
medicine, recovered fully, got up and has started walking and running.
Then. Allah has ordained to elevate those houses where Zikr Allah 1S
conducted..Such places should be kept clear of impiety, bad smell and evil
objects. There should be solitude. A separate, dark location should be
selected for Zikr. Cover your face if it is daytime or the place is not dark.
Our Honourable Master, the Holy Prophet-SAWS meditated in solitude of
the Cave of Hira. Such meditation im solitude in the sunnah of Prophets.
The place being used for Zikr Allah must be clean. When prophet Musa-
AS-was talking to Allah, he was told ‘take off your shoes, this Valley 1s
holy. The house should not be unclean or dirty. It water gets contaminated
at its source, the pipes would carry the same impure water into the house.
Close all inlets to the Qalb, so that nothing impure can enter it. Then,
install a drill of Zikr Allah to bore through it. Let the machine of Allah’s
Zikr drill water through it. Stop all outside dirty water; let nothing enter
the Qalb. Close the eyes that carry most information to the Qalb, plug the
ears and close the mouth. When the drill starts working now, springs of
Divine Lights would gush forth. This spring of Divine Lights will purify
the Qalb; it will purify other also. The Qalb purified by this water shall
receive Kashf. The scholars and even some Sufis have contended that
Kashf can be acquired by infidels aslo. I examined this issue in detail.
Remember, Kashf is related to the light of Faith. If there is no light of
Faith, there can be no kashf. Good deeds cause to increase this light. A
believer already posses the capacity and he has the light of Faith. Which is
the base for kashf It is not the eyeballs that see, but the faculty of
perception of light behind them It is not the loud speaker that speaks. But
the person behind it. Similarly, it is not the Qalb that perceives, but the
virtuous deeds in it that possess light. How can infidels have any light and
what do they know about virtuous deeds? Therefore, they cannot have any
kashf. Now the case of Kafir sadhus, who exert physically and reduce
themselves to skeletons. Their flesh gets dissolved and the blood s
reduced. This reduction of blood polishes the Qalb. If you want to
experiment, take a piece of liver and place it in the sun. by evening, you
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will be able to see your faces in 1t, like in a steel tray or mirror. The Qalb
would similarly get polished and reflect objects in front. If you come in
front of a mountain you would see its reflection; if you come in front of a
tree, you would see its reflecting and it a human being come in front, you
would see its reflection. This 1s what they call Kashf. But the actual kasht
is related to light of Faith. Can an angel be seen in a mirror? Can jinn,
Retribution and reward of the Grave, Jannah, Jahannam or anything subtle
be seen in such Qalb? No, only some shine has been produced in the Qalb
of a Kafir due to dissolution of flesh and reduction of blood. People term
this as kashf. The holy Quran has compared a kafir to a person drowning
in a rough sea. Each wave covers him with darkness, intensified by
darkness of the following wave. Darkness covered by darkness! The sky 1s
also over cast and it is pitch dark. He is unable to see even his nearest
hand, which he can bring closest to his eyes. There 1s gloom in the deeds
of a kafir. His speech speads darkness and his faith also comprises dark
beliefs. How can there be any light, when Allah has created no light for
him? Still, 1t is commonly believed that a kafir can have kashf. We can
present the views of not one but thousands of sufis in its rebuttal. There
are eight to nine hundred members of our own silisilah who have kashf,
they communicate with Ruh, witness the reward and retribution of graves,
and also communicate with angels.

There is no group superior to the Companions. The sun would set forever,
but it will never again witness such great people, after the Prophets. Once
a scholar asserted the superiourity of ImamMahdi to the shaikhain (Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar-RAU) , in frent of me. I told him to remain 1n his senses.
We consider Imam Mahdi very great, but he is not equal to even the shoes
of siddiq and Farooq-RAU. Imam Mahdi would be coming centuries after
Companions of the Holy Prophet-SAWS how can he compare with them?
However, Allah Warned even the Companions and ordained, “Say O
Prophet —-SAWS. If your fathers and your sons and your wives and your
family and the riches you have acquired and the trade in which your fear a
slackening and the dwellings which please you: are dearer to your than
Allah and his messenger and striving in His Cause, then wait till he bring
about His decree; and Allah does not guide the ungodly people.”
(9:24).That person is sinful, who equates his father, brother, wealth or any
thing with Allah and His Messenger~SAWS HIS hean is not pure; it 1s
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tainted with someone else,s lcwe. If He can discard the companions on that
account, where do we fare? There 1s only one Qalb, not two. He says, ‘if
someone else come to inhabit that house, he would be like My partner’.
This would generate anxiety. We should know that we are passing through
very delicate times. Remember you all that, we may have a relationship
with our spouses, children, wealth, property, houses, business, animals;but
this should be a relationship of protection only. The Qalb should however ,
keep its relationship with none else than Allah. With them is a relationship
of guardianship, with Him 1s a relationship of worship. Why should you
leave a portion if you can’t get the whole? When Zikr Allah sets in, it
saturates the Qalb with love and throw out every thing else.

Hadhrat Sulaiman-AS wrote to Queen Bilgis (Sheba) to discard the
arrogance of kingdom and rule, and come to him in submission. She
understood that it was a letter from someone connected with Allah, who
demanded nothing except that she abandons the pride of kingship, reports
to him and becomes a Muslim. She summouned her ministers, advisors
and generals for consultation. They all opined, ‘we are a formidable
power. We are mightly and strong warriors. Our armies are fully equipped
and armed. But the final decisions rests with you. We shall obey what you
say’. In response she said, “When emperors victoriously enter a city, they
destroy it completely and turn the honour of its respectable people into
shame. When Yemen 1s attacked, It would be destroyed and we who sit
here with honour today, shall be humiliated.”

Pride and arrogance reside in our Qalb. When Zikr Allah sets in, it throws
out all such evils, leaving behind nothing. When the Qalb is ride of All
such ailments, 1t becomes Qalb- 1 Salim (the pure heart). Nothing, except
Allah, will remain in it any more. Once a young relative of mine asked
Qazi Sahib, “ [ have read many Tafasir of the Quran but haven’t been able
to fully understand the meanings of Qalb-1 Salim.” I said, “Let me explain
this to you. Collect the whole Universe, the earth, seven heavens and all
that 1s within them, transform them into a bird and slaughter it. What shall
remain”? Nothing except Allah! There would be nothing else for the Qalb
to turn to, except Allah’s Door. This 1s the Qalb-1 Salim!
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