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poverty of the Companions. To my
mind, Ltheir attribute worth men-
tioning was their sincere and direct
relationship with the Supreme Be-
ing. One glance from the Holy
prophet (SAW) imbued their heats
with Allah’s love. There after, no
calamity or tribulation could re-
move them from Allah’s door, nor
wealth and power could restrain
them from His remembrance.
Within a quarter of a century, the
border of their state extended from
China to Spain and from Siberia to
soulh Alrica. Such 'a vast empire
has neve existed on the map of this
world. The treasures of Rome, Per-
sia and Yemen which comprised of
tons of gold and jewels were, Ms-
tributed amongst them. Even this
wealth which made them billion-
aires, could not diminish their
supreme love for Allah, nor could it
decrease their obedience to Allah
and His Prophet (SAW). This is the
acme of human excellence. The love
for Allah and his beloved Prophet
(SAW) should be so strong that it
cannot possibly be replaced by any-
thing, including wealth and power.
Therefore it is desirable Lo acquire
wealth lawlully and Protect it. The
Holy prophet (SAW) is reported to
have said, "It is much beiter to
leave behind a prosperous family
than destitute beggars." It has be-
come a common day practice to
criticize wealth and also acquire it

I"l. )

at the same time, People earn
money by preaching the blessings of
poverty and hunger. Though it is
good to possess wealth, it is equally
undesirable to covet ather’s riches,
Those persons who are employed in
the service of charitable or dona-
tory institutions, like, mosques or
religious schools, should preferably
not draw any payment from them.
They should rather have a different
source of earning. But if they are
poor or do not get time, then it is
lawful for them, to ask for only that
much which can look after the cs-
sential requirements of their fam-
ily. The Divine Commands: "Let
him take thereof in reason"” and
"Allah sufficeth as a Reckoner”
must always remain fresh in the
mind. Everyvone has to answer be-
fore Allah. This is food for thought
for those who have turned the
mosques, schools and religious
preaching into luxuriant sources of
easy income. It will be regretful

that those people whose sermons

save others from Divine Retribu-

tion, would themselves be chastised

for devouring unlawlul wealth. May
Allah protect us from the humilia-
tion of the Hereafter and grant us
His Pleasure and Grace in both
worlds. Ameen.

(Cotmuact )
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glected. The sisters are not given
their due share from the property
of their parents. Even the so "called
pious people” persuade them to
forego their share. These hepless
souls have to concede because they
know for sure that even other wise
they will get nothing and their re-
fusal would only bring them undue
displeasure. This is absolutely un-
lawful After all, why should they be
deprived of their legal share from
the property of their own parents?
The same is the case of their ma-
har. Such nefarious practices of de-
vouring their wealth are indeed de-
plorable. :

THE IMPORTANCE OF
WEALTH IN ISLAM.

Wealth however, is also not
so insignificant that it can be
squandered unnecessarily. It must
instead be protected, because it
Possesses a lot of power and plays a
major role in human life. Therefore
to be wealthy is nothing had, but it
should be acquired through lawful
means, and spent for legitimate
necds and protected against waste-
ful expenditure. According to Al-
Bukharri, anyone who is slain while
guarding his wealth would attain
the status of a martyr. Therefore,
wealth should not be entrusted to
anyone, whether an orphan, own
son or wife, who is insane and inca-
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pable of its protection. Do [fulfil
their needs properly from their
wealth and be kind to them. The
purpose is to guard their wealth
and not govern them. When such
orphans reach an adult age, they
should be tested and if you find
them of sound judgement, then de-
liver their fortunes to them,. Do not
squander their wealth nor yt (le-
vour it in haste to consume it he-
fore they grow up and its return he-
comes due. If you are rich, abstain
from their property and keep your
hands clean but if you are poor,
then take a reasonable share for

your guardianship. When vou de-

liver up their fortune, have the
transaction witnessed in their res-
ence, Allah is sufficient ns a reck-
oner and He is Aware of everything,
but, under the rules, it is better to
have witnesses so that no misun-
derstanding anses even in this
wordly life. The condemnation of
wealth by our religious scholars is
based on the sinful life usually
adopted by the rich who get more
chances to sin than the poor. It is
only for this reason that wealth was
condemned.  Otherwise, adopting
lawlul means to acquire wealth is a
form of worship. It is a supreme ef-
fort and a great achievement to
possess wealth and still restrain
oneself within the limits of Shariah.
The majority of our religious schol-
ars are narrate stories about the
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status. It becomes her personal
Properly and she has the right to
keep il, give il to someone or invest
it. There was a custom in the pre-
Islamic period to marry women for
an appointed time and money,
which was mutually agreed upon hy
both parties. This temporary mar-
riage was called "MUTAH" The
Arahs often undertook trade trips
and would contract this temporary
marriage on halts enrouts Islam to-
tally banned this practice. It's case
15 similar to wine, which was pro-
hibited at a later stage bul lar from
being lawful, it was always disliked
in Islam. However, the orders of its
total prohibition were revealed at
Medina after migration (Flight of
the Muslims from Mecca to Med-
ina). In the same way, the orders
prohibiting Mutah were also re-
vealed after migration. But Islam
had never considered it equivalent
to legal marriage.

Islam made it obligatory for
the man to pay the mahar to his
bride on marriage, according to his
capacity or his family position. This
money would become her personal
properiy, and she would thus join
the known family as an honorable
member of definite stateus and not
as u maid servant. The husbands
were commanded to pay their mar-
riage gifts willingly and cheerfully.
Nobody including parents or the
husband may devour her money or

~

she should be forced to forego her
marriage gift. All these negative
practices are forbidden by Islam.
The custom of certain Arabs and

‘other tribes to demand money for

the girls on marriage is probably a
tradition of the period of ignorance.
Before the advent of Islam, women
were sold, but Islam has given her a
special status by providing her
wealth at the time of marriage.
Meither the parents are permittec

i to sell her nor the hushand can for-

feil her marriage gift. Hazrat Umar

| Farooq (RAU) paid forty thousand

daughter

dinars as mahar at the time of his
marriage with Umme-Kulsoom, the
of Hazrat Ali (RALD)
(Owjaz-ul-Masalik). The rich and
the nobles usually ignore this as-
pect and fix the gift of the marringe

| up to twenty or twenty five rupees,
although this pracice is lawful it is

]

not desirable, It is better to pay her
with pleasure and sincerity a suit-
able amount which is not a burden
and is according to the family posi-

' tion, so that she joing the new fam-

ily as a member of equal status.
However, if she willingly remits
some portion of the gift,or gives the
whole amount to the husband, it
can be consumed happily and with
pleasure, as this can be a way to
strengthen mutual love and confi-
dence. Unfortunately, except for

' some outward display, this impor-

tant aspect is otherwise totally ne-
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time he reached 58, he had four
wives, and later on he married five
more. These marriages not only
served to disclose every aspect of
his domestic life to the Ummat for
guidance, but also caused the
enormous expansion of the Islamic
State which was not otherwise
pssoible through hundreds of bat-
tles. Hazrat Umm-e-Salma (RAU)
brought children with her which
imparted practical edueation for the
fostering of orphans. The marriage
of Hazrat Jaweria (RAU) heralded
emancipation of her entire tribe.
Marise with Umme-e-Habiba (RAU)
broke the hack of the Makkans be-
cause she was the daughter of their
chief Abu Sufian. Even the idolators
could not criticize the virtue and
piety of the Holy Prophet. He also
possessed exclusive attitudes, like
continuous fasting, the obligatory
night prayers, non-distributon of
his legacy, the ascent of his blessed
body to the Great Throne, and the
ban on his wives for a second matr-
riage after his death. Allah had
blessed an honoured them through
their marriage with him.

The analysis of the life of the
Holy Prophet (SAW), the political
gains to the Islamic state through
his, Marriages and their immense
religious and educational value for
the Muslims should suffice to qui-
eten the objectors.

— #1890 !

The Divine command to the
Holy Prophel (SAW) : "You cannot
marry with any more women ex-
cept those you have already mur-
ried” implies that it was a great
honour for the lucky wives, a favour
for the Ummah, and a blessing for

| the Islamic state including the non-

belivevers. I strongly and sincerely
wich that the Muslims should study

' this aspect of the Prophet’s life

| (SAW) so that their hearts become

= ==

clear and they feel duly proud and
not embarrassed or apologetic in
any way for their religion.
Maulanea Ashraf Ali Thanvi's book
‘Kasrat-e-Azwaj ie-Sahibhi all
Maraj” can be quite useful in this
regard.

DIVINE DECREE
ABOUT MARRIEQE
GIFT

The MAHAR (gift of the
marriage) is a Divine blessing for
women and assigns them a re-
spectable financial status in the
new family. It is obligatory on the
husband, and if it is not concluded
at the time of marriage, then after
going in with the wife, the equiva-
lent of the current family "Mahar"
would automatically become due.
Although this religious obligation
can be fulfilled even with a meagre
amount but it is desirable to pay ac-
cording to one’s position and family




honour were openly traded. The
wives were considered a property
and were divided amongst the heirs
(sonsg) along with other items of
heritage. They were downtrodden
everywhere in the East and the
West. Islam not only defined their
rights bul also restored their status
with respect and honour in the so-
ciety. In the old times, they were
downcasts, and Loday they are being
used for pleasure and advertise-
ment. Except in Islam, women have
no standing in any Eastern or
Weslern society, either at present
or in the future. Everywhere they
are devoid of respect and honour
Despite this pitiful plicht of
women, the institiution of
polygamy in Islam is criticized, and
above all, people try to find faults
and criticize the life ‘of the Holy
prophet (SAW). Leave the disbe-
lievers aside, even the
have been led astray. A westernised
Muslim who came here from Lon-
don for a few days suggested that

our scholare should not discuss this |

aspect of the Holy Prophet's life
(iLe. the marriages of the Holy
Prophet) (SAW).

Allah be Glorified. He did not
realise that this aspect of the Holy
Prophet’s life (5AW) was so bright
and clean that even the idol wor-
shippers of Makkah and the Jews of
Arabia could not raise a finger

against it. The people who object,

Muslims |

always consider the Holy prophet

(SAW) to be like themselves. The
Holy Prophet (SAW) remained a
bachelor for 25 years before mar-

| rying Hazrat Khadeja (RAU), who

was much older than him, and the
next 25 years of marriage were
spent in total bliss and happiness
with her. This portion of his lumi-
nous life has been presented as

| proof of his prophethood by the

ra |
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gracious Lord of the worlds, His
remaining marriages took place al-
ter the age of 50, when the period
of youth had already passeds. After
the death of Hazat Khadeja (RAU)
the Holy Prophet (SAW) married
Hazrat Sauda (RAU), who remained
his sole wife for 4 years, till the age
of 54. Then, in (RAU). A year later
he married Hazrat Hafsa (RAU)
and Hazrat Zainab (RAU), daughter
of Khezima, who died after one and
a half years. In the fou the and fifth
years of Hijra, he married Hazrat
Umme-e-Salma (RAU) and Hazrat
Zainab (RAU), daughter of Hajash,
respectively. By this time the Holy
Prophet (SAW) was fifty - eight
years of age and had four wives. Af-
terwards, in the sixth year of Hija,
he married Hazrat Jawaria (RAU)
and in the seventh year of Hijra,
Hazrat Umme-e-Habiba, Hazrat
Safia and Hazrat Mailmuna (RAU)
joined him as his wives. It is obvi-
ous that for the first 54 years of his
life he had only one wife, and by the
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recorded in Hindu religious books.
The same practice was in vogue in
the central Asian countries and also
in Pariz and Rome. One cannot

deny the need and advantages of

polygamy. In most of the countries,
the women outnumber men. The
men get killed in wars, while the
women-folk are left behind and
need some protection. Then the
wornen have peculiar and different
requirements as compared to men.
Therefore, if polygamy is not per-
mitted, then adultery will deliniely
set in the =society. Its practical el-
fects are heing witnessed in the
West. They prohibit polygamy
against the traditions of their an-
ceztors, but there is no restriction
on illicit relationships. One cannot
have more than one wife but can
have innumerable relationships
outside marriage. This practice has
its inherent flaws because adultery
iz a great sin in itself and the other
women (concubines) possess no le-
gal rights. On the other hand, if left
unchecked, people would resort to
more marriages and ignore the
rights of their wives. Islam has
wonderfully rectified all such jirac-
tices. IL has restricted the niimber
of wives to four. No Muslim can
have more than four wives at a
time. According to the Hadith, some
Companions had five and even ten
wives at the time of embracing Is-
lam. The Holy prophet (SAW) bade

them to keep four wives of their
choice and set others [ree by di-
vorce. Secondly, Islam has assigned
equal treatment for all of them. It
has warned the husband of Divine
displeasure on his failure to comply
with this injunction. By mentioning
"Who seem good to you" in the be-
ginning, Islam has pointed to the
fact that vour liking will greatly
contribute to protect her rights,
and when all the four wives are of
your choice it would bhe easier to
maintain equality. Of course the
love and affection in your heart
would vary for each, but practically
all would be treated equal. If vou
find it difficult, which yon will, then
be cotent with only one wife a the
captive maid who is Lawpe is you
without which marriage. Remem-
ber that in the present times such
conditions which make a eaptive
lawful do not exist. Therefore, it is
not correct to purchase a woman
and treat her as a captive maid.
This is not the right place to discuss
the forms and conditions of this
proposition, as il is a separate sub-
ject in it self.

ISLAM’S FAVOUR TO
WOMEN ,

Islam announced the rights
of women at a time when they were
considered a mere toy. They were
buried alive, and their respect and
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the legal or the illegitimate with
the lemitimate. The learned com-
mentators of the Holy Book have
explained both agpects in detail. Do
not gpoil your lawful possessions by

illegally annexing the property of

orphans, nor exchange your inferior
helongings like dresses, utensils or
animals, with their superior posses-
sions. This was a neflarious practice
which prevailed before Islam and is
a preat sin which attracts divine
wrath and deprivation as compared
Lo other crimes.

When an orphan reaches the
age of pubertly, his legal property is
returned to him, after which he is
not referred Lo as an orphan, but
here in this verse they are men-
tioned as orphans and it is empha-
sised, that their property be re-
turned to them when they reach
puberty. The Holy Prophet (SAW)
is reported to have said: "To respect
the rights of relatives, Lo live in love
and harmony with mutual brother-
hood for the betterment and wel-
fare of the entire humanity is real
human excellence" Such people are
loved by Allah Almighty, and as re-
sult their love is a source of comfort
for others. On the other hand,
those who wrongly desire the riches
and possessions of others are hu-
man parasites and accordingly earn
Allah Almighty’'s annoyance and
displeasure.

| hundreds of wives.

R]"CTIFICA.TIDN OF A
WRONG CUSTOM

|
1

The second point relates to
the marriage of orphan girls. Before
Islam, the successors (heirs) mar-
ried the orphan girls for their
wealth, but never cared for their
rights. This was another way of ex-
tortion. Islam has f[orbidden Lo
marry the orphans when their
rights cannot be protected, and has
instead allowed a man to marry
two, three or four of the permitted
women at one time. But remember
that their rights have to be re-
spected. Be aware lest you select
one as your beloved and ignore oth-
ers. All (wives) would have to he
treated equally. Do not deliberately
usurp their rights. If you feel that it
is difficult, then marry only one
woman or the captive that you pos-
sess. That way you may be pro-
tected against doing injustice to
yourself and others. :

NUMBER OF WIVES

Polygamy has not been insti-
tuted by Islam. It was a common
customn of the pre-Islamic cra and
was considered lawful by all reli-
gions and nations of the world. It
was practiced not only in Arabia but
also in Iran, Egypt, Babylon and In-
dia. The Hindu god Krishan had
This fact is still
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Secrets and Explanations.

"0 mankind: do not spoil
your relationship with the Lord of
the worlds, who caters for all your
needs, He who created you from one
soul (Adam)". The human race has

_its common origin from one man.
This is the reality of human broth-
erhood. From that one person his
mate was created. The Almighty
could have created Eve (the wife of
Adam) and the entire human race
from and created the second from
the first. From these two, He
spread in the world a multitude of
men and women. They may be of
various colours, languages and
heights but their origin is one. The
complete human race is interlinked.
They are part of one soul, therefore
they have deep-rooted mutual love
in them. They are expected to
respect each other's rights. When
the branches and leaves of a tree
intertwine, Lhey cast a thicker
shade. There may be a difference of
opinion amongst human beings for
the betterment of their race, but
the differences are not expected to
lead to dissent and destruction.

Islam, the complete code of
life, defines the rights of everybody,
including the nobelievers, and does
not permit any oppression. The be-

ﬁlﬂf.j Ut{*f

lievers are never expected to exceed
the laid down limits and must re-
spect the rights of everyone, in-
cluding the women and the or-
phans. Transgression is completely
by Allah Almighty.
Remember the fact that when you
claim your own rights, you resort to
all sorts of methods and cry for jus-
tice, appeal for the sake of Allah,
pray in earncst desire and plead
that mutual rights must be re-
spected. Is this not true? But in re-
turn, do you also keep this fact in
mind that Allah, the Beneficient,
Lord of the worlds is Aware of your
deeds including your innermost
leelings and the entire humanity is
bonded in the relationship of a
common origin. This fact must al-
ways remain fresh in our foremost
consciousness, both while de-
manding our rights and honouring
the rights of others.

TREATMENT OF
ORPHANS

disapproved

The orphans require your
special personal attention, because
there is none to plead for them.
Never deprive them of their legal
share. Do not exchange illegal with
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